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gerved in wer who have boeome Ofseblod mmd are in noed. It cortain
principlos are inclndod in this logislotion vhich I deon era opposed
to the intorest both of wer voterans and of the publie. Iy major ob-
Jectiona %o this DIl ave thoao:

1. In the vholo of our pension logislation over past yomrs we
have exeluded fronm such notional ewserd porgons whose disabilities
arise from “vicions hebits”. This Bill broalkn down that exelusion
and opens the doox for claims of dfsobility fnocurred at any time in
the 1ife of the pensicner arising from vonoroal discescs, aleoholim,
arug hadite, ete. Coriainly ouch cleine for pubdblic holp cunnot be
mwmmsmmtmmmmmmmmw
hMpelw.

2. This lopislstion lowers the minfmuyn sorvice poriod frem 00
days to 70 dayn for non=sorvico comocted dfoability penoion. Under
other provisions of low, men who sorved only one dey and during thet
day suffered injury or impaired health, become elipible for ponsions.
This lew, however, providen that if e men should incur eny disebility
8t any ¢time in his 1ife he may ¢loim ponsion with only 70 days of scrve
feo. The ninety dey mintmm service hes been mointeinod sgeinst the
Civil var vetorans ¢ll thoso yours bocmoe lese cervice then this wos
not coneldered to fnply possonal dmper or rilk which varsented pensien.
If infwy or frpaired health inoident to morvics is clewrly proven,

8. I8 soems o me thet in the interost of justico te tho taxpayor
andl to meintain the fino body of citizens comprised in our war votorans
froo from tho otigns of encrosclmont upon tho public tveesury, thore
ghould be e roguivenont of “nood™ ep well ee dicebility as e bools for
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these pensions. It is to me the height of injustice that citizens
who are less well placed should be called upon to support from taxes
those whose station in life enables them to support themselves or to
live in independent security. The whole spirit of the pension sys-
tem is that of a grateful nation rising to the support of those who
have served in war, were injured or who have met with legitimate
difficulties in after life which impose privation upon them. While
many veterans may refuse to accept such pensions when they can get
alons otherwise, yet the cases of selfishness are bound to cause a
constant irritation of feeling ageainst a pension system that permits

these ummerited and unnecessary payments.

4, Owing

next fiscal ye

The White House,

May 26 , 1930.
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