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Chapter i, Twin xo chs.(px-e-a,mz;{er ence, j‘)),{i/’

At the time of the First Friends Conference in 1918, Twin Rocks was callsé Ccean

Lake Park, In the early 1900s pioneers took up homesteads along the coast which were )
later sold and made into "additions." Mr. Irvin Carter took a homestead, calling it "fimx
"Ocean Lake Homestead." He built a house ond planted an orchard which produced apples,
plums, pears and cherries, He also pianted cranberries in marshy places around the

area from Spring Lake north and sold them *o residents cf lTillamook County, He even
shipped them out of Garibaldi, His homestead was eventually sold and became an addition
called Ocean Lake Park, At ocne time the entire besach from Nehalem Bay to Tillamook Bay
was called "Garibaldi Beach!y but the additions and towns acquired their own names,
There were Watseco, Ocean ILake Park, Rose City Park, Twin Rocks, Midway, Tillamook Beach)
Seaview, Rockaway, Manhattan and others., Later, these were divided into lots whach wvere
sold for bukilding summer homes or dpw permanent residences.

Edward L, Hart, of Twin Rocks, has shared his lmowledge ¢f llfe in the area to
which he came in 1912 witk his pareats, They lived in a tent at firet., His father bow.
came ill. and eventually died in Portland, His mother, Fdith L., Hart, continued the
family plan of building up a cottage rental business in Twin Rocks, ~She bought a‘lot
from the Heitmiller homestead and built the first houce ¥acing the ocean. At that time
people were skeptical about the safety of houses un the ridge, fearing winter storms,
Edith Hart is'said to have commented that the Pacific Ocegn_couldn't prodace worse sborms
there than the Atl §$0499f3?§an5 tLe coast, of Ficrida where she head lived, 80 she woyulg
take her chances During construct on, Clarence Edwards, grandfather of Gerald Edwards
of Newberg, Oregon, drove Bown the beach by horse and buggy and saw the maw bullding.

He owned the electric company in Tillamook and offered to wire the new Hart house ywji¢y
electric power for $7§;’but Edith Hart didn't have tlkat zmch extra muney. Besidda,
she felt they didn't need elextrlcity as they had kerosene lamps.

Ed Hart says they lived off the country to some extent. He and his mother ate perie
winkle soup. After thef tiny saltwater snails were boiled, they were unscrewed out of
their shells with a hatpin, ' Mrs. Hart felt bedly about taking the life of a sea animgy
for just one mouthfull They also ate mussels off the Twin Rocks. There is a sad BtOr&
of young people taking a rov boat, launphed through the breakers west of Rocihway where
there was a large crab hole at that time, They would row out to the rocks and gatherp
very large mussels, One day they were returning, when a fog came in. They mistook the
roof of a house north of the Elmore Bhtel tor = Rofdckaway Beach sign and headed for
shore at the mouth of the Clear Lake outled creek. With the tide coming in and the
flow of the creek going out, tkere'was a slight whlrlpool. The'boat turned broadside
to the breakers just as Gay lss stood up to see the shore. He was thrown out and



drowned, Ed Hart doesn‘t recall anyone going out through the breakers for mussels
after that.

There were razor clame along the beach. Crabs and fish were plentiful in Tillamook
Bay. Salmon could be speared at the mouths of Crescent,‘CIear and Spring Lakd. outletd
creeks, Deer and bear abounded in the forest behind/Twin Rocks. Before so much timber
was logged off, there were more bear than deer. Sometimes a bear would go down ‘on the -
beach to.lick the freshly washed=in logs and dr1ftwood for the salt. wa there are more
deer than bear.

‘The Harts ate five varieties of mushrooms, dandelion greens and young bracken fern
sprouts. They used salal berries raw, for jelly, dumplings, sauce or drink. Red and
black huekleberries abounded in the woods, They were gathered by the washbubs full.
Residents planted gardens and used the fruit from the Carter orchard and others planted
by the pioneers. The blackberries along the .roads and tracks didn't come till after
the railroad and highway were built,

General stores were opened along the coast to provide staples, hardware and dry-

'goods. There were-eive grocery stores from Manhatten to Twin Rocks before World War I,
They had to be within walking distaunce. Every store had a register for campers to sign,
The grocer would fill in the location of each ‘camp from the description of the trees,
atumps, or other land marks. The Garibaldi Water and Hydro-Electric Company had cloth
signs nailéd on trees stating the water charges for campers. There were public faucetg
every other block north and south,

In these early days there were huge old growth trees and stumps left from falling,
East of the original Watseco Addition was the largest cedar tree known along the beach,
It was on the trail to Beauty Fnlls(60-75"feet high) where the rock guarry is now,
People walked from a distance to see the falls and that cedar tree, Ed Hart said it
was a sicken?ng day foi' everyone whken it was cut down for shingles. On a stormy night
before World War: I. the second largest cedar tree, which was in Twin Rocks, was struck
by lightening and set on fire, There was nothing anyone could do to save it ang j¢

o’ R i EAR Large stumps were
used by residents living east of the tracks as observation towers to view the ocean,

burned to a stump,

There were'wildflowers in the woods and some on the sand dunes on the beach,
Wild strawberries were plentiful, small and very sweet., The pioneers‘planted flowers
in their gardens., The Carter homestead left Dorothy Perkins roses and honeysuckle,
The Heitmiller homestead left wiolets and ivy. These were transplanted around the area,
Before the railroad was built -rom Portland to Tillamook, Tillamook Bay was a
thriving port of call for coastwise steamers to pick up cargo.’ They took on lumber .
~ from the mills at Garibaldi, Bay City, Rockaway, Brighton and Wheeler., 'There were
‘salmon canneries at Bey City and Garibaldi, The dairies around Tillamook exported



butter and, later, cheese. Passenger ships woudd come in close to the shoxe go the
passengers could see the coast, The story is told of the steamer, "REImore" yhose
Captain Schrader would give a prolonged blast of the whistle when the ship came opPO-
site the Elmore Addition. His wife would come out and wave to him, Apout 1925 .

the Admiral Line steamer named "H.F.Alexander" would make the trip g,..n Seattle O

j San Fransisco in forty-five hours. The San Fransisco Sunday newspape.g published

on Thursday were shipped and sold 1n Seattle on Sunday morning.

The ships were loaded with sand and gravel ballast that was Scooped up off the
beaches in California, There were Monterey cyprus cones among the gravel go when
it was dumped overboard in Tillamook Bay, some ‘took root along the gp..e and early
settlers transplanted them, A variety of clams got started on Neﬂalnm Bay by sail-
ing ships bringing them in their ballast from the east coast of the Unlted Statese
Indians traNsplanted them to ‘Tillamook Bay around Squaw Towne _

Tillamook County was created by the territorial legislature December 15, 1855-
Most governmental matters were decided thereafter by the county &€overnment, fThere-
was a sheriff and various. dﬂpartments relating to water gights, Schools, roads,
boundaries etc. Most major decisions had to have the approval Of the State of Ore—
gon departments,

In the Garibaldi Beach area along the ccast school districts wepe Al
Before World War I there was District No. 56 at Rockaway and No. 48 ;. Brighton,

A Mr, Fry buOlt a house norta of the Haddon railroad stagtion oa the east gide of
the track. He sent his children to Rockaway, but they were told thai they did not
live in that districtjso to go to Brighton, When they got there, they were to1d

to go back to the other school; The parents had to call the court house in Ti11a-
mook to find out which district they were in. |

Post offices were close together along the Coast, There néver yag an Deoin
Lake Park post office, Edith Hart carried the petition for the Twin Rocks Pogt
Office which was opened in 1914, Along with other sma11 offlces, it mergeq w1th
Rockaway in )

In 1912 the Garibalda Beach Water and Hydroelectric Company Yuilt a day YTk
of the Twin Rocks Water Dlstrlct on Heitmiller Creek, ' This furnighqy domestic
water as far north as Rockaway with uniform prices, Later the Compapy generated
electricity from a plant in Twin Rocks which furnished power as fayp ;. .th 88 Mar
hattan, Rockaway and Seaview Additions had coal-oil street 1ights, tyin Ryks
was the first additlon to have electric street lights, Therz werg two, of 15
and 25 watts each. 'Later Clarence ‘Edwards brought in power from Ti3)amook,  The
Sunset Water Company eventually took over all the small water compay;os along Gar-
ibaldi Beach from Crescent Lake outlet creek in th3 north to Spring yake outlet
creek in the south, Local residents of “he areas involved gave theiy consent af—

(n4 w'm‘ BEMT e 'I“Leﬂffr' Lo



ter a hearing in the two-room school in Seaview Addition b efore the Public Utility
Commissioner of Salem, : .

The railroad and the higkway changed the life gtyle of the coastal commﬁnitie§
in many ways.  Before woild War I, there was a gasoline rail passenger carrier €gall-
ed "The Dinkey" or "The Skunk" from Tillamook to Mohler, It ran each way daily with
two round trips during the summer., It had a two—man creg{ an engineer and a conduc—
tor who also served as brakeman. In 1905 the Pacific Railway & Navigation Company
was incorporated and routes proposad, In 1911 the line opened from'Portland to &
Tillamook., It went over the Coast Range through eleven tunnels and over high
trestles, stopping for lunch at Timber, near the summit of 1,811 feet at Cochran,
The arrival of the train was a major daily event of the towns in Tualatin Valley
and along the coast. The scenery in the foothills and over the mountains was beau-
tiful with wild flowers, forests and rivers along the way, culminating in wiews of
Pacific Ocean. Many people to9ok their lunches in beskets. These could be supple-
mented by purchases from the "peanut butcher" who walked through the trgin calling
his wares, He sold peanuts; soda pop, candy, postcards and sandwiches. Some pasg—
engers got off at Wheeler to continue by launch to Manzanita and Neahkanie resortg
across Nehalem Bay, ~Jrom the rest, a cheer wenﬁ up when the ocear was first sight-
ed ‘and the train turned south along the coast, The ,Scuthern Pacific'Railroad took

contwol of Pr&N in 1915, The PR&N was officially dissolved and the line became a
Southern Pacific Pranch, ‘
Stations were close toglether, accomodating the residents who depended on. the

railroad ‘for mail, transportation, freight, and merchandise for their stores, :
Trains ran once a day each way. . Sometimes they were hours or days late due to land-
slides, Then the trains from each direction ﬁould'go as far as the slide., Pagg
engers from both trains would walk around or through the slide and trade traing,
which would back up to their point of depafture~ 'Passenger sexvice ggﬁlgiscdntin“ed
%ﬁttgﬁesggggﬁh%fs%gééée continues to this day. A familiar sound durifng sessiong

of Conference is the rumbling of the train. Children enjoy waving to the engin-
eer as it goes slowly by

Prior to World War I, the only way t09£é%1éo Garibaldi from Twin Rocks was ¥g
' ' WMS

wadd on the beach or the railroad tracks., The highwayg from.Né%fzft to Hheeler weye-
in sections with gaps between, requiring use of inland roads. o %35%!; grad-

‘uélij.built foads from Tillamook to Wheeler, Some sections were of planks—=from
Brighton to Wheeler and from Barview to the railroad crossing at Watseco Addivion,
Twin Rocks Conference attenders remember that section of narrow plank road which
required careful steering, 1If the wheelg slippe¢ off the planks, they were mired
in sand and it took some doirg to get back ontn the planks, The road was t00 nare
RE



viapler d. Lwill WocCiks \2J

row for cars to pass so places for one car to turn out were provided., Ed Hart
remembers walking that plank road on his way to school in Garibaldi in the winter
of 1918-1919, and when he worked at the Barview bowling alley settirg pins in the
summer of 1919, By 1926 the county road went clear to Wheeler, connecting at
Brighton with the section Alreédy there., Highway 101 was comp|eted after World
War I, It changed the sect%ya from Berview to Twin Rocks from the west to the
east gide of Syith Lake.hﬂ}he old plank road is buried in #e thick underbrush,
gone with few traces. AN : . ; '

Most of the attendérs at the first Canference came by 'car., It took two days
from Salem, ag-the Chester Hadley family reported camping along the river near
Hebo, Oregon, .. ppe early cars did not have trunks for luggage so resorted to home-
made hoxes on running boards and strapping suitcases, tents, and boxes on the
roofg, The effort involved in making the trip to Twin Rocks from distances through-
out Oregon Yearlvaeeting was considerable, Apparently the vision of the purpose

and the Promotjion of attractions at the coast were so promising,d the end justifieq
the means.,

The 8etting chosen for the first Conference was a happy one. This coastal

area had its Oown way of life, far removed from city pavements and population con-

centration, The temps was relaxed and friendly, The in@pnveniences were more than

compengated fo by the beauty of ocean, mountaing, lakes and streams. The available
activigies, Which related mostly to the ouf—of-doors, were wholesome and healthful,
Coming apart from daily life and responsibilities to seek re-creation of spirit

and body Proveq o be worth the effort, Although there are inevitable changes in

any setting through the years, the beauty efid inspiration of Nature remaigﬂe-that
doesn'y change] 7% i T8 ) ;
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