i,

GEORGE Fox

UNIVERSITY Digital Commons @ George Fox University
Levi Pennington People
11-8-1920

Pennington to Russell Lewis on 8 Nov. 1920

Levi T. Pennington

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington

Recommended Citation

Pennington, Levi T., "Pennington to Russell Lewis on 8 Nov. 1920" (1920). Levi Pennington. 11.
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington/11

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the People at Digital Commons @ George Fox University. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Levi Pennington by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ George
Fox University. For more information, please contact arolfe@georgefox.edu.


http://www.georgefox.edu/
http://www.georgefox.edu/
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/archives_people
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgefox.edu%2Flevi_pennington%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington/11?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgefox.edu%2Flevi_pennington%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:arolfe@georgefox.edu

LHove 8 " 1920

Prof. Russell W. Lewis
Peeific College
llewbserg, Oregon

Dpar Friend:

I have before me two letters of yours, one hegun OGtober
16th and the other November lst.

The first lettor reminded me of a numbn of delightful
things.  The sensation it gave me was much 1i%e ‘thet which a
man experiences when his stirike afier the rise of a big {trout
makes him know that the hook is firmly set; or like the feel
of the ocean breeze when one gets out past the Grande Ronde
e country; or like various end sundry other delightful things
i in Oreson. \

I'am sorry that you had so much difiiculty in arranging
14 the schiedule this year. It would seem that by this time such
‘ a scientific schedule should have been adopted that nobody
. rould have any clashes. 1 have a scheme by which that can
e worked next year. Have just one teacher for each pupil.
Y ith the rogular "flunks” in Latin, Alpebrs, etc. and with the
same teachers teaching both hipgh school and college subjects,
@ schedule that will work perfectly is an impoasibility thoiﬁ
I hope it will not usually be as bad as yon SaYA alhis ==ter
it is,for I note that you state this one is "rotton". whe
hundrédad eighteen students slready 4m the year but just begun.
~Thig is the time, I sm sure, to put the total enrollment ' -
higher ihan it hos ever been before. ILess than a score of
‘ new ones would do it now. It is a sad thing that you had to
() - have somé black sheep in the flock this year. It probably
- is fortunate, however, that they have been disposed of so
soons "They went out from us because they were not of us."

L It certainly seems to me you must have & splendid
Mk faculty this year. Of course, 'l know Zmma M. and Oliver
B \ and Mary FPunice and Russell W. and Mary C: and Floyd W. -
| end Lyra B. (though I have nevor seen her es & full fledged
professor) and MurﬁiL. end fva Hummer and 'Xandere. I
know John D. gume at and know Perry though'not at all well.
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Prom what I'know of him, however, I have long figured that he
would be a jewel if we could ever secure him for the Taculty
there. I know no bunch of teachers on the face of the earth
that I should be so glad to work with.

1 don't know why you should not be inveitigated; some -
of the redt of uB havea Wouldn't I be glad to see,it when {
you were put on the rack? They could probebly ask you !
theologleal questions that the highost theologian on carth
could not satisfectorily enswer. At least, I think I could
guarantee to stump the best of them in less than three
guettdnns. It does not look too cheerful there to me and:
it may be possible that there is nb way to reconcile the.
conflicting elements of Uregon Yearly Meeting. Poasﬁyly a
gplit 'is inevitable though I still have hopes that they may
11 learn to work together or at least mogt of them may.

“

A\ It scems to me joq ought to he able to get a pretty fa}r

basket ball team out of the material you have this year.

Vith you for coach and Macy for assistant coach you ought

to be able to put lots of pep into the team and toach them

a good deal of basket ball if they do not know too much

already. I considered Hubert Armstrong an unquestionsbly

comer when I was there. Leoster Wright had pretty well

grrived, ' Horace Terrell and Alfred ought to play good .

basket ball by this time. I do not see why you should not : M
have & good aggregation. I wonld like to s¢e the Willsmette ]
Valley penanficomme to P. C. 2in this year.

There isn't a ¢ qg of my getting my M. 4. ahesd of
you if you geti yours Dyki®2l. I am just completing & .
course in contemporary novelists under Professor Howe

and have one more batch of rhyme to send in to Frofessor
Bates 1o complete itwenty-four hours of graduate work in
the U, of 0, If they will then accept me as & candidate

. Tor the degree on condition of & satiefsctory thesis I
will have only that and my oral examination to go throungh,
‘for the thesis counts for six hours. WL M oy

L . You would enjoy this course in contemporary novels ,
immengely though it is as long es the Morsl Law. There are

oé{ht authors in it and we are s%pposad to stnﬁ{ intensively i 1

. only one novel of each author, am on the logt pne now, ! LA
' The 1ist of anthors and novels is as follows: Ruyyard Kipling,

"The Light That Failed"; George lMoore, "The Leke";, Arnold

Bennett, "Buried Aliwa“ﬁ May Sincladiy, "rhree 818%0!3?*

Gilbert XK. Chesterton, "Maneiive™; William J. Locke, "Soptimus";

John Galgworthy, "The Froelends"; and #. G. Wells, "Mr., =

Britling Seos It Through". I have finished losson fifteen. RIS

' There is one lespon on each asuthor and’ them ono on the novel

end I am now rosding "Mr. Britling Sees It Through" which

I do not expect to enjoy as much g8 I really ought. Of
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course, in eddition to the particular novel studied intensive-
1y we are supposed to know quite a bit more about the author
and his works. I have read & good deal of Kipling though
not anﬁfgf'his novels. ILave read only the one novel of
Moore and only one full novel of Bennett. Iave read nothing
of May Sincleirds except "The Three Sisters™ ond only one
full novel of Chesterton's though I have read not a little
other works irom him. I have road "The Beloved Vagabond™
and "The Wonderful Year" by Locke and %art or all of the
"er of the Worlds™, "The Food of the Gods", "The First
Mgn in the Moon" eoté. by Wells. '

I have 8lready written considerably over fifty closely
typewritten poges on this course. If Professor Howel#: does
not like 1%, however, 1 am going to 'call his attentlon to
the fact that agein and again in his ouestions he has said

A "Discuss fully." Over and over he gives such questions as °
T these "Compare the literary style of Miss Sinclsir™s with -
Ly : all the othor aunthors studied in this course," or "Compare
the plotdy strueture of "Mr. Britling Sees It Through" with
the plotd of the other novels studied in this course.” "Is
he as good a maker of plots as the othors? Digeuss fally."
If ho objects to the fullness with which 1 have entered into
some of these dtscussions I am going to say to him, "You
brang it on yourself." ' )

I wounld not give five cents albushel‘for'such thesis
subjects as you-have. What is worse, I fear that when my
thesds subject is selected it will be worse. I have not
permitted myeelf even to consider a subjeet seriously al-
though Professor Howedd hes mentioned not & few. He has |
suggested such things as "The Rgliglous Influence in the

. Contemgorary liovel" and "The Morsl Aspects of Contemporary
3 Pootry". As goon a8 I get through thia course and send
in some more verse, part of which I have alreedy written
I shall see 1f I am recommended as & candidate for the
: Master's Degree without further work in residence. If
f - 1 am,then I shall teke up the question of & thesis subject
more definitely. ( (i ' e

1t doea look ag though there might be danger of our
foreign lamgusge dppartment at Pacific becoming overbalanced.
1f we teach Latin, Greek, German, French and Spanish I shall
vote personally pgainst any motion to put in Russian, Chinese
~and Hindi until we can enlarge onr faculty and increase our
endovwment. : Y | b

- Yes, i had hosrd repeatedly of your father's ill health.
. I em glad to learn that he seems batter end I irust that the
" ~ improvement is real and will be pormanente. _ ¥
| - I am pled to loayn thet Mery Bunice is in botter hoslth
i than for agme yggrs. gﬂt sorry to learn that yourmothar?a
~ beslth is gso poor. Your grandmother has been due in heaven
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2 long time thouwsh [ hope that her last days may be as
comfortable as possible. I should like 1o be remembered
in love to her and to the others.

Very sorry to learn that Walter's health is not betters
I do wish that he might recover fully from his trouble so
that he would never furnish any excuse for your leaving
Hewberg.

Mary soems to be enjoying her work very well. MNMuch better
- than she had expected. I do not know whether you knew it

or not but she always thought she would dislike teaching.
ohe expects to be home during her Christmas holiddys al-_
though she will not roach Richmond until late Christmas

Dgy. It will not be much of & vacation for her for she
thinks she must undergo an operation for the removal of _
her tonsils which have bothered her & great deal during the
past year. )

Yes, I supposed Pacific is about done or about to
begine I do not wonder thut you dresd tho campaign. It
is hard to see good people give their slender earnings in
such & way Z24 will mean lack of gloves, lack 'of over-coats,
lack of carpgtas on the floors and other things of that char-
acter, but is not the principal reason why I dread it.
Thege people will receive in their own hearts and lives
compensstion for their sacrifices. The thing that I dread

‘Wworsk is the strife and bitterness already engendered and

which I feel will grow worse ‘and worses, I hope I am mis-
taken. _

I hope that the teaching work which Euls is doing
may prove the very best thing for her but if she gives up
hougsekeeping and Leora tekes 8 housekeeping job of her own
who is going to cook? Yiu or Morjorie? Has Clinton dropped
out of school or are they going to do ag Harold Hinshaw end
Lesta did? - . : _

, Glad lgprn that Leater Wright is actually hane
the Hen's " The world certainly do move. ' If MargFet

\gill is actnally working, no men cen claim that the world

is not making progress.

I did not know that youn had a rord. ' I do not see how
all these folks except myself get rich enough for automobiles.
Some of thege days I am going to have you diagrem this for
me g0 that I can get an automobile too.

I am trying 10 save myself from absolute degeneration
by making an occasional trip out 1o a big gravel pit lake
near Germantown. There 1s plenty of water there for some |
excellent fishing (I have never caught a fish there but the
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fishing is good).

How I should like to witness that class basket ball
geries of which you speak. 1 do not see just how Paul
Elliott, V. Hinshew, Ellis Besls, llacy and Porisho all beat
you out for a place on the team)or powsibly yon are king
of the whole series and thus disqualified. :

I should enjoy being in that small c¢lub of which you
write although with you I fadl to seo how I should ever
get time for it. Any eoxtension lectures on this year?

If not, why not? '

I am surprised to learn thaet you did not know how to
vote. I did not eithor.

: - Do hope thut the serlies of evangelistic meetings there :
may do what they ought in edvancing the Kingdom of God.
It eerteinly would seem to me that Hewberg meeting is
making & sufficient move toward harmony with the Yearly
Meoting in calling H, Limer Pemberton to take the lead in
' those services.

I note the ring of optimigm in the letiers of many of
the Friends of Pacifie. I feel with you, however, the -
pregsure of the irraecomclilables. If Cox and Jeassup and Lee
and Simms are determined that we must go exdetly their way
or have a waryuy guess is that there will be's war. How
hard it is to know exactly what is right; especially when
ong sees those who are most sure they are right gso manifest-
1y Wwronge :

Yos, we had heard several things from the corporation
meeting but we are glad for every new light on the situation
there. I should oven be glad {0 hear from Homer Cox and
Simma and Lee end Jessup on the subjects

: I do not know when my work will take mg toward the
Paoific coast. 1 should be glad if I might'be eble to get
out there during the winter. I know of no rasson to
guppose that I shall be able to do so, however, &nd yot
I might pousibly be om my 'way for that sort of a trip -
boefore Christmas. It looked at one time that I wonld
gpend more time than ever in the field this yesr.  Thus
far, However, I have beoen in Richmond more beiween the
first of July and the firat of November thenm I was all the
time from the first of Janusary to the first of July. Must
close and get to work. '

With very best wishos to you and your Iamily.,tb
Pacific ©nd its student body and feculty and to all the

other Friends there, I am | .

» g Sincerely your friend,
1 Sl T Wi les
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