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Origins of the Project

I've had several different jobs in my life—audiovisual coordinator, computer
manager, toilet bowl cleaner, pastor, computer programmer, salesman, professor;
but one thing has remained constant: for nearly twenty-five years, I've been an
Adult Sunday School teacher. I like teaching adults in Sunday School best of all,
because those who come are motivated; if they don’t want to, they don’t come.

Sunday School is a unique combination of fellowship and learning in a low-
pressure environment. It’s a safe place, where people can be free to express their
thoughts and learn at their own rates. Home Bible study groups have similar
strengths, with the added attraction of more regular attendance, more time spent
together, and (in many cases) more accountability.

I have often wished that I had some material I could use to talk about Quaker things
in Sunday School or in a Bible study group. It seems to me that fewer and fewer
people that belong to Friends meetings really understand the distinctives (called
Testimonies) of Friends. When I was asked to complete a project, as a part of my
M.A. in Christian Studies program, this need came readily to mind.

That was in the spring of 1993. My first step was to write a paper describing the need
for and the concepts behind such a project. That paper starts on the next page. My
next step was to review similar materials that had been published. For the next year,
I undertook an extensive review process, analyzing curricula written by authors in
Northwest Yearly Meeting, Evangelical Friends International, Friends United
Meeting, and Friends General Conference. In this binder, the reviews come after the
introductory paper.

The third step was to decide on the shape and the scope of the project. I worked with
Howard Macy, my advisor, and we set up the structure of the lessons that were
finally produced. Two years passed before I started writing, and then I committed
myself to teaching the curriculum to two groups: a Freshman Experience seminar at
George Fox University, and an adult Sunday School class at Sherwood Community
Friends Church. Those groups became my product testers, and as I taught the
curriculum I was able to make changes based on what worked and what didn't.

I am very thankful to my parents, Dick and Doree Votaw, for providing a place to
write (a small mobile home on the Oregon Coast); to Paul Anderson, who provided
the initial impetus; to Howard Macy, for his excellent advice, encouragement and
editing; to my students, for their testing; and to my wife, Karen, for her patience and
support throughout the project.

Dave Votaw
May 2, 1997



Why Teach Friends Distinctives?

I'm a ninth-generation Quaker. That’s just on this side of the Atlantic; the book* says that the
Vauteau family were members of the society of Friends in 17th-century France as well. I was
brought up in Whittier, one of the oldest (and most prestigious) Friends meetings in
California. Our church was proud of its heritage; I knew what it was to be a Quaker long
before I knew what it was to be a Christian.

Even after I committed my life to Christ, the distinction (Quaker vs. Christian) stayed with me.
As a fundamentalist college student, I accused my parents’ church (which was somewhat
liberal) of being more concerned about being Quaker than being Christian. “Why can’t we be
both?” was my family’s reply.

“You can,” I stated. “But being Christian has to be top priority.”

“What's the difference?” they asked. I didn’t realize it at the time, but that is the critical
question. Why do we bother with being Friends? As a beginning college student, I saw no
reason to do so. I was attending a Conservative Baptist church at the time, much to my
parents’ dismay. I didn’t see why they should be so concerned; after all, I was going to church,
and I figured they should be happy with that.

My attitude was not uncommon for people of my generation. The old denominational loyalties
have been slipping for years. Most people choose a particular church not because of its
denomination, but because their friends go there, or because it’s close, or because they feel
comfortable there. Only after they have been involved for a while do some begin to learn about
the history and doctrine of the church they’ve joined. Others never bother; those dusty old
facts seem boring and irrelevant.

Well, what's wrong with that? After all, God is the God of the present, isn’t He? That is, what
matters most about being a Christian is our present relationship with God through His Son
Jesus Christ, right? Isn’t it our chief goal as Christians to seek to know God’s will for our
present and future and to obey it? Why should we be occupied by the past at all?

This paper will attempt to show why it is important for Friends to be Friends (as well as
Christians) and to know something of their heritage. We will begin by looking at the public
image of Quakers, and the differences in that image between the past and the present. We'll
examine the current trend among evangelical Friends away from Friends distinctives, and then
look directly at the question of why we should be concerned about these distinctives. We will
conclude by making some suggestions for the teaching of Friends distinctives.

Within a few years of the time the Friends movement began in 17th-century England, Quakers
were well-known for their distinctive behavior. They refused to bow down to those in
authority, insisting instead that all people were equal in God'’s sight and should therefore be
addressed as equals. They would not take oaths in court, but affirmed their practice of honesty
on all occasions. They removed the physical sacraments from worship, replacing them with
spiritually significant observations and understandings. These distinctives were essentially

' My great-great uncle, Merritt Votaw, self-published our family’s definitive genealogy volume when [ was about
10 years old.
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positive. Friends were not trying to do what was merely different, they were trying to do what
was right.

The positive difference in Friends was carried over to America. Believing that forced religious
belief is wrong, Quakers established Pennsylvania, one of the few colonies that tolerated all
faiths. Quaker merchants, known for their honesty, prospered. This practice of truthfulness,
coupled with their convictions that all people are created equal and that killing is wrong, led to
the establishment of the only unbroken peace treaty between native Americans (so-called
“Indians”) and the white descendants of European immigrants. Later, those same convictions
led Friends to not only support the anti-slavery movement but to actively participate in it.

Equally strong convictions were behind many Friends’ refusal to participate in war. Believing
in the sanctity of life and the value of persons, killing was unthinkable to them. The same
beliefs formed the basis for their relief efforts during and after several American wars.

Thus for the first two centuries of their existence, Friends’ distinctives grew directly out of
Friends’ belief. Quakers may have been different from other Christians, but that difference
came from hearts burning with a passion for truth and righteousness, determined to be
obedient to that Spirit which drove them. Doctrinal disputes and church splits, however,
accomplished what decades of opposition could not, and the Society which had made a
difference began to settle for merely being different.

At some point in our history, our distinctives became normative for Friends. The differences
became traditions, kept for the sake of maintaining the church’s identity. Friends distinctives
came to be taught and defended as if they were written in law (as indeed they are today in
many Yearly Meetings) rather than written on hearts. This is not to say that Friends no longer
believed in the equality of persons or the sanctity of life; it is to say that their response to that
belief, their actions resulting from it, were now normalized. Questions and answers were
reversed.

Questions Answers
“Radical” Since we believe in the direct leading | As the Spirit leads, without
Friends of the Holy Spirit, how shall we planning the meeting.
worship?

Since we believe that all human lifeis | We will defend the rights
equally sacred, how shall we respond | of all to life and freedom,

to injustice and war? and refuse to kill people.
“Normalized” Why do we have silent meetings, or [ Because we believe that the
Friends silence in worship? Holy Spirit will lead us.

Why are so many Friends pacifists? | Because they believe it is
wrong to kill.
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It is difficult to pinpoint the times, locations, and causes for this shift (I will leave that to the
historians) but even a cursory examination of our culture’s present-day image of Quakers will
suffice to demonstrate that it has indeed occurred.

Most people in our secular culture, if asked what image the word “Quaker” brought to mind,
would respond in terms of oatmeal! Others would associate Quakers with silent meetings for
worship, or with a historic stance toward pacifism. Many people confuse Quakers with Amish,
thinking that we are a separatist organization that wears strange clothing. The word “Friends”
carries little meaning at all to our secular culture; many Friends organizations append the
parenthetical explanation “(Quakers)” to descriptions of their groups.

I have a friend who, though familiar with much of Protestant Christianity, knows little about
Friends. Invited to a church that is part of Northwest Yearly Meeting, he was surprised and
somewhat disappointed to find it so similar to other churches he had attended. A few weeks
later, he told me, he visited a “real” Quaker church where they had a silent meeting!

Some who are familiar with the work of the American Friends Service Committee might
associate the word “Quaker” with social relief efforts, or with liberal politics. Indeed, if
Quakers get any publicity these days itis usually in that context. Evangelical Friends are quick
to disavow any association with the AFSC, and will go to great pains to make sure that the
once-perjorative term does not become the exclusive property of the left-wing group. Would
that we evangelicals would work as hard at creating our own distinctive reputation as we do
at dissassociating ourselves from the liberals!

But the trend in evangelical Friends circles is away from distinctives, not toward them. Friends
seem to have the goal of looking just like the other evangelical churches. Indeed, some of our
churches are even changing their names so as not to appear to be too different. For example, I
go to Sherwood Community Friends Church. Newberg Friends’ new ministry to unchurched
people goes by the name of 2nd Street Church; many people do not know that it’s connected to
the Friends church. This is happening by design, not by accident; studies have shown that for
most people, denominational loyalty plays a relatively small role in selecting a church.
Churches that are too distinctive will scare away a portion of those people who might
otherwise visit them. Church growth is a laudable goal, but in what context should Friends
distinctives be evident?

The fear of alienating Christians who might otherwise be willing to make a commitment to
one’s church is a powerful force. For example, it has led several evangelical Friends churches
to regularly celebrate the Lord’s Supper, a practice clearly rejected by early Friends and one
that has traditionally been avoided among Quakers. Few Friends, of course, would say that
there is anything wrong with this ritual; most would say that it’s just not necessary. Yet some
Quaker churches, having failed to teach the spiritual truths underlying the Friends’ concept of
communion, have decided to practice it almost to fill the void. Friends, if we are going to
celebrate the Lord’s Supper then we should do it for a better reason than public relations.
There is no shortage of good reasons to celebrate the Lord’s Supper.

The traditional forum for the teaching of Friends history and doctrine in our churches is the
pastor’s class for potential new members. Yet even this is changing; pastor’s classes today are
becoming shorter in time, often concentrating more on the fundamentals of Christianity and
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the activities of the local church than on the distinctives of Friends. This trend was endorsed at
a recent NWYM pastors’ conference.

The teaching of distinctive Friends history, doctrine and testimonies is minimal in our
evangelical Friends churches today. It is simply not a priority for most Friends pastors. This is
clearly indicated on the church survey forms that are returned to the Yearly Meeting’s
Department of Christian Testimonies (note the name!) each year. The survey asks the churches
to indicate which distinctives they are trying to teach, and how the Department might be able
to help them. Only a handful are trying to teach subjects that are distinctive to Friends.

Irecently attended a meeting led by Joe Gerick, the superintendant of Northwest Yearly
Meeting. We were talking about the potential tension (in a local Friends church) between being
true to Friends distinctives (such as silent worship) and being appealing to visitors and
newcomers. The assumption was that Friends distinctives would not be appealing. The
question was asked “Do we have to have silent worship, just because we're Friends?” Joe
related that several churches had asked him this question, and that some had decided to quit
the practice of silent worship. Then he made a very interesting statement. Joe Gerick said, “We
should not do these things (practice Friends distinctives) because we are Friends; we should
do them because they are right.”

The more I thought about that statement, the more powerful its truth became to me. I began to
realize that modern Friends have changed questions; they’ve gone from “I believe this; how
shall I then live?” to “Why do we live this way?”. Friends who argue for the practice of the
traditional testimonies often do so out of a conservative desire to remain distinct, not from a
radical passion for truth. The error is a common one, and not unique to Friends. When other
Christians make a similar mistake we call them “legalistic”; that is, they are enforcing the law
because it is the law, not because it is right. Some Christians practice bibliolatry; they obey the
Bible as a final authority, forgetting that there is a living, personal God behind it. This too is a
similar error.

We must learn and practice the distinctives of Friends, therefore, for the same reason that we
must learn and practice the teachings of the Bible: because they are true. Biblical history is a
record of God’s dealings with His people; Friends history, similarly, is a record of God’s
dealings with His people in a different time and place from the biblical setting. When we read
the Bible, we come to understand God's character, and we can identify with the people in the
Bible stories. Their story becomes ours, in a sense, as we are able to relate the historical settings
to our own. Only in this way do the stories and the doctrines of the Bible become truth in our
lives, and as a result our lives are changed.

We can relate to Friends history in a similar way. Accounts of early Friends are not inspired, of
course, but that does not mean that God was not working among them. The actions of early
Friends are not considered infallible, but neither are the actions of David, Elijah, and most
other biblical characters. Thus, just as we read the Bible, we can read Friends history and come
to better understand God’s character, and we can identify with the early Friends. Our lives can
be changed by the truth that an understanding of Friends history brings to us.

The historic Friends testimonies and other distinctives arose out of that truth, as it burned in
the hearts and minds of early Quakers. Their church was healthy, because they knew who they
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were and what they stood for. Their mission was not to be attractive; it was to obey the Spirit
and be witnesses to the truth. As a result Friends have a unique place in church history and
theology, and a heritage to be treasured. Yet our heritage must not only be treasured; it must
be fulfilled. Our mission is not yet complete. We still have a role in this world. If we regain our
distinctiveness through obedience to the truth, we won’t have to worry about being attractive.
People will join the Friends because of who we are, both individually and corporately.

We must, therefore, not bury our distinctiveness. We must raise Friends history, doctrine and
testimonies out of the dusty tombs of church libraries and into the hearts, minds, and lives of
our members. Friends distinctives will only come to life when they are part of the personal,
everyday experience of today’s living Quakers. Thus the first order of business is to change the
way these distinctives are taught.

As T have already noted, the pastor’s class is the setting for most formal teaching of Friends
distinctives in our churches today. In many such classes, Friends testimonies are taught as
traditions, and our story is reduced to a recitation of names and dates. More creativity is
sometimes shown in teaching our children and youth, as new curricula have been developed
for them in recent years.*

The critical shortage of any comprehensive teaching of Friends’ testimonies was painfully
obvious around the time of the recent war in the Persian Gulf. Quakers whose hearts were
stirred by patriotism or whose friends and relatives were called to participate in the war
suddenly found themselves unprepared to deal with their heritage and tradition of pacifism.
Friends pastors were placed in the uncomfortable position of having to deal with an issue
which was likely to alienate people no matter what they preached. As Joe Gerick said, “The
time to teach pacifism is not in times of war; the time to teach pacifism is in times of peace.”

Indeed, Friends distinctives must be taught continuously, as an integral part of Christian
teaching. If we really believe in pacifism, in the equality of persons, in spiritual communion
and baptism, then we must teach them along with everything else that we teach in the church.
If these distinctives are to be more than traditions and facts to be memorized, they must be
taught in the context of personal discipleship and church mission. Spiritual communion is an
integral part of discipleship, and the concept of the equality of persons should give direction to
our missionary work. We must not teach Friends distinctives as a bunch of facts to be learned
and forgotten; we must teach them by doing them. Only in this way can they become a part of
us.

My goal is to write a set of lessons, to be taught in adult Sunday School or in a home study
group, that presents the distinctive history, doctrines, and testimonies of Friends in a real-life
context. My hope is that adult Friends will not only study these issues, but experiment with
them, test them, and argue with them. My prayer is that the stories and the words of other,
earlier Friends will become truth that changes the lives of today’s Friends, and provide a
beginning place for the continous teaching—and living—of Friends distinctives.

Dave Votaw, June 1993

" Evangelical Friends International has just completed the production of a new version of the youth curriculum
“Let’s Be Friends” as I write this.
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Testimonies
Ben Richmond Friends United Press
1993 51 pages

0. Overview

A series of 13 lessons touching on both traditional and current testimonies among Friends. The author states that
there is more material in each lesson than can be covered in a single session. This allows the teacher to
emphasize Bible Study or focus on contemporary issues. If it is desired to do both, the teacher will need to plan
for more than 13 sessions.

Each lesson includes a Bible study, an essay, quotes from Quakers, discussion questions, and additional help and
background study suggestions. In addition, there is a separate Notes For The Teacher section in the back written
by Patricia Edwards which offers suggestions on how to use the material.

Too much of Richmond's material is editorial opinion. In these sections, he is not helping people learn; he is
preaching at them, writing persuasively. Much of this editorial material is good food for thought, but in a
Sunday School lesson he should allow people to discover truth for themselves, not ram it down their throats.

1. Source of the Testimonies

Overview

This lesson explores the need for Friends Testimonies and finds the source of the need in the contrast between
life as God intended it to be (in the Garden of Eden, Genesis chapter 2) and life as we experience it (as pictured
in Genesis 3 and 4). The choice of the Genesis passage originates with a quote from George Fox: "that such as
were faithful to him in the power and light of Christ, should come up into that state in which Adam was
before he fell..." Thus Friends testimonies are seen as essential ways of a return to that perfect state. Eight
topics are explored: Economic Life, The World of Work, Relationships, Man and Woman, Sexuality, Discourse,
God and Humanity, and Life. For each topic, one or two related scriptures from the above chapters are quoted
under the headings "In Eden" and "Paradise Lost". Space is then provided for someone (the teacher? the
student?) to write down the nature of the contrast. The teacher and students together are to explore the
origin/need for Friends testimonies in the various topics. A few (10) testimonies are listed by name only; they
are NOT the same as the eight topics.

Richmond's essay proclaims the reality of the kingdom of God here and now as outlined by Jesus in the Sermon
on the Mount. "We expect Jesus to be Lord of all: first within ourselves and then in society and eventually in the
world at large.” "The Testimonies visibly refute the despairing lie that the life of the Spirit is unattainable."

Richmond seeks to drive home three points: 1) All the testimonies are equally important. You can't pick and
choose. 2) The need for testimonies transcends culture, but the expression of a testimony must be appropriate for
the current culture. Example: plain speech, as an expression of the testimony of equality of persons, is no longer
valid for our culture. 3) The testimonies must be expressed corporately as well as individually.

Quotes in this lesson are from Edward Burroughs (1659), on the priority of Christian virtues over alliances in
this world, and from Douglas Gwyn (1986), on the origin of the testimonies in the convictions of Friends.
Discussion questions center on the current expression of testimonies in the meeting and in society.

There is an interesting sidebar on the identity of the serpent, and on the fulfillment of the prophecies
concerning him. No opinions are stated; only questions.

Critique

The weakest point of this lesson is in the identity of the Testimonies themselves: what are they? Who
identifies them? The list of testimonies given is only described as "some of the traditional Quaker
testimonies”; what are the rest? Why are there no definitions of them? It is very confusing to have eight topics
of study which are different from the testimonies which are listed. At the very least a reference should have
been given to a more complete list of Testimonies.

It's also very interesting to me that the only mention of "sin" in this lesson on Genesis 2-4 is a backhanded slap
at some theology which relegates the reality of the Kingdom to the afterlife. The Fall, which is certainly one
of the central events of history, rates only passing mention, and discussion of the resulting decay of the image of
God in us and our relationship to Him is not found at all in this lesson.
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Notwithstanding the above, however, the use of the contrasts between Genesis 2 and 3-4 is very effective in
establishing the need for the testimonies. The notes for the teacher section gives some good ideas for presenting
and discussing this material. The essay's three main points are appropriate, especially the second one which
calls us to find fresh expressions of the truths within the testimonies.

The discussion questions effectively bridge the gap between the Bible study and the current experience of the
class or study group, and the Quaker quotes are well-chosen.

The sidebar on the serpent is interesting, but has tremendous potential for driving the group off the topic.

Suggestions

First, I would want to clearly identify what is meant by "testimony" and give a definitive list with short
definitions. Second, I would align the topics of the Bible study with the testimonies. If not all the testimonies
could be found in the chosen passage, at least make sure each of the study topics is the same as a testimony.
Third, I would explore further into the fundamental need for the testimonies (as found in the Fall) and their
origin in the deeply-held beliefs of Friends. The implications of Fox's statement about living in an unfallen
state need to be further explored.

Since  am adding so many things to this lesson, I might choose to explore only a few (three or four)
topics/testimonies in the Bible passage, instead of eight. After all, attention will presumably be given to each
testimony individually in subsequent lessons.

2. The Truth That Sets Us Free

Overview

This lesson covers a lot of ground, from the origin of sin in the Father of Lies to the deceptive language used by
our government to describe military practices. Richmond finds deceit to be the essence of sin, and describes the
battle between God and Satan in terms of Truth and Lies. Many scripture references are given to show how many
ways we are susceptible to deception. The point is that only God can bring us to the Truth, and that He does this
when we align ourselves with Jesus in the war of the Lamb against the Deceiver.

In his essay, Richmond shifts the emphasis from personal to corporate truth. As people of Truth, we are called
to hold our organizations accountable. Starting with the local Meeting, he calls us to unity through the
speaking of truth in business meetings and in relationships. The final portion of Richmond’s essay is a critique
of the federal government's misuse of language to lie to us about its preparation for war. Seven Quaker Quotes,
from George Fox to Charles Mylander, deal with the need for truth in dealing with people and with God. The
discussion questions deal with the conflicts between Truth and our culture. Several difficult issues are raised,
both here and in the Bible study.

Critique

The identification of the origin of evil with deceit is hardly beyond dispute; many theologians locate evil's
essence in pride. Richmond deals directly with sin and its effects in this chapter, however, and that is a great
improvement over the first. Even better, he mentions the need to have Christ in one's life. But the lesson does
not really deal with the pitfalls of personal deceit, except to ask difficult questions for which it supplies no
answers. The emphasis on corporate Truth is good, but I would much rather see less railing about the

government's tendency to lies and more abouthow to become more truthful in our lives. The short section on truth
in the church community is much needed and very helpful.

The quotes are so many, and so varied, that it's hard to know how to use them. The Notes for the Teacher offer
no help for this, either. The Discussion Questions are quite deep and would require much additional
preparation to be handled properly.

Suggestions

I would decrease the complaints about the government, and increase the discussion of personal truthfulness,
including some suggestions on how we can live in our culture and still be truthful. I would have this material
lead directly into the discussion questions, instead of bringing up new topics there. I would reduce the number of
Quaker Quotes to those which were directly relevant to my point.

page 3



Curriculum Review - Dave Votaw Testimonies, by Ben Richmond

3. The Gospel of Peace

Overview

The Bible study in this lesson defines peace as more than the absence of war; it is something that comes from
God as a result of the work of Christ. The bulk of the study is on the armor of God, from Ephesians 6. The
emphasis is on the Lamb's war against all evil. Going into battle means carrying the gospel of peace to the
world. Students are asked to role play the putting on of the armor.

In his essay, Richmond declares that the Friends Peace Testimony is a testimony to redemption through Jesus
Christ. It is because we are citizens of a heavenly kingdom that we do not fight in earthly battles. Indeed,
fighting is against God's will and leads to evil. Peace is a positive way of life, something that has to be
worked for. The Quaker Quotes include three from Fox and repeatedly avow the absolute nature of the Friends
Peace Testimony. The discussion questions are linked more closely than usual with the study material. They
deal with our personal response to the armor of God and the peace testimony.

Critique

This is the first of three (!) lessons on the peace testimony, so as such it is quite broad and introductory in nature.
The definition and the description of the source of peace in Christ are exactly right, but the emphasis on the
armor of God is puzzling. The role play could be much stronger; there is very little for the student to do and I
think it would feel forced. The essay is very helpful and serves as an excellent introduction to the reasons why
Friends are pacifists. The Quotes are very powerful; Quakers today would never speak so forcefully since we
allow people to be non-pacifists and still be Friends if they so choose. The Discussion Questions are interesting
but perhaps deal too much with feelings. Basically the lesson doesn't have a lot of hard content.

Suggestions

If I were to role play the armor of God, I would have students actually use cardboard or paper armor, and write
on it some examples of what Paul is writing about in Ephesians 6. Concepts such as "righteousness" are harder to
grasp and identify with than more specific examples.

I might include this lesson in with one of the others.

4. Peace and Conscription

Overview

Richmond begins this lesson by explaining that the number one reason why Christians are not pacifists is
because God directed the Israelites to war in the Old Testament. With carefully-chosen scriptures he makes a
powerful definition of a holy war, showing it to be utterly unlike anything our culture has ever seen or
imagined. Finally, he shows that war, in God's plan, is to be superseded by peace. In his essay, Richmond
briefly cites Fox as an example of a Friend who refused to participate in war, and then uses the rest of the space
to give a set of instructions for Friends who are conscientiously opposed to war to help them establish their CO
status. The Quaker Quotes are from official Friends organizational statements: Queries from New England
Yearly Mtg. and advice to monthly meetings from the FUM 1981 Triennial.

Discussion questions are part of a simulation in which one class member will play the role of the person seeking
CO status, and the others will play the role of the draft board. The questions are for the draft board to ask the
candidate, and some of them are horribly biased, unfair questions. ("What would you do if someone attacked
your mother?") The author's note acknowledges this fact, stating that this type of question can be expected in
such a situation.

Critique

The Bible study is first-rate; I believe that Richmond has truly interpreted the OT concept of the holy war. He
has done so in a powerful way that is simple and easy to understand. The essay is misplaced, I believe;
Richmond would have done much better to make this material supplementary for those persons to whom it
applies. The Quotes are not too interesting. The simulation and questions are fascinating, though, and would
make for a powerful session not soon forgotten by those who participate.

Suggestions

I would change the essay's subject to a fuller explanation of the gospel of peace introduced in Lesson 3 and in the
Bible study for this lesson. I would use Quotes from individual Quakers, not from Quaker groups.
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The simulation has great potential for both good and bad. Feelings run strong on this issue, and adult Friends
are not easily convinced. A careful time of preparation and debriefing is important so that people do not become
angry with each other and feelings are not hurt. I would probably want to have the group more evenly split,
and change the setting to a more traditional debate rather than a draft board where all but one person are one
the same side. Another useful setting may be a courtroom, where you can have an equal number of people
representing both sides of the issue.

5. Peace and War Tax Resistance

Overview

In the Bible study, Richmond raises several difficult and thought-provoking questions. He re-opens the
statement "Render unto Caesar..." to new interpretation, not settling for the traditional "pay your taxes"
understanding. The final question is "When there is a conflict between obedience to governing authorities and
the great commandment, what should a Christian do?" The essay is devoted to a discussion of the reasons for
and methods of paying taxes to support war and preparation for war. The bulk of it consists of specific
instructions for dealing with the IRS, although there is some discussion of the principles involved and an
example of a Friend who refused to supply bayonets during the Revolutionary War. The Quaker Quotes are a
mix of individual and corporate statements dealing with this issue. The Discussion Questions take up where
the Bible study left off, calling for Friends to consider how their convictions will motivate them to act in the
current situation.

Critique

Again I have the feeling that this material is more appropriate to a sermon, editorial, or magazine article
than a Sunday School lesson. The Bible study is a thought-provoking beginning, but Richmond abandons this
tactic entirely in his essay; he assumes the conclusions, dismisses other points of view and proceeds right on into
specific actions. The discussion questions are very helpful; an excellent lesson can be made of these questions and
the Bible study, leaving out the intervening essay and some of the quotes. I wish the essay offered some
answers, perhaps some alternative answers, to the questions raised by the Bible study.

Suggestions

My suggestions are implied in the critique above. Expand the Bible study, use the essay to suggest some possible
answers, abandon the tax-avoidance instructions (but certainly consider that action as an option), keep the
thought-provoking quotes and the discussion questions. Arguments against withholding war taxes can also be
made; both sides should be represented fairly and students should be allowed to consider all points of view.
Finally, we need to realize that God may call different people to do different things; what's right for me may
be wrong for someone else.

6. Simplicity

Overview

The Bible study covers a variety of topics, based on Richmond's personal translation of the Lord's prayer as
found in Luke 11. Unusual interpretations are given for some passages, notably "forgive us our sins, for we forgive
everyone who is indebted to us.” Discussion of this phrase does not deal with sin, but with communal living and
the forgiveness of financial debts. The essay links simplicity to spiritual power, and calls Friends to new
expressions (testimonies) of their convictions that are appropriate for our times. It concludes with some
suggestions (from Richard Foster) of ways to decrease the hold of money on our lives.

Richmond suggests that a support group be formed of those who would like to "explore economic discipleship."
Such a group would be based around a mutual commitment which is printed in the textbook. Written by
Evangelicals For Social Action and based on the ShakerTown Pledge, the document commits the signer to
Christian stewardship in all walks of life. The Questions for Discussion are designed to link the concepts
presented with the personal experience and priorities of the students. A full page of Quaker Quotes contains
much to think about, with authors ranging from Fox and Woolman to modern Friends.
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Critique

The Bible study is quite sketchy and even questionable in its treatment of scripture. It has no underlying theme;
it seems to jump from subject to subject, covering none adequately. The essay is thoughtful and helpful with a
much better balance between editorial statement and practical advice than is found in previous chapters. I
especially liked the call to Friends to find new ways of expressing their inner convictions though outward
testimonies.

The written commitment is provocative, but I would expect Friends to write their own commitments as the
Spirit leads rather than conform to this one. The suggestion for a support group is appropriate and helpful.
Discussion questions are excellent and will make this lesson meaningful to participants. They would be better if
the Bible study section were more related to the theme. The Quaker Quotes are, for the most part, excellent and
will stimulate discussion if used with the questions.

Suggestions

I would change the Bible study to one with the theme of simplicity, with Jesus' words "Seek ye first the
Kingdom..." at the center. I would not print a prefabricated commitment, but would suggest that groups draw up
their own and offer some suggestions. Other than that, I find most of the material in this lesson quite helpful.

7. The Earth Is the Lord's

Overview

The first half of the Bible study explores the various understandings of the relationship of God to the creation:
did God create out of nothing, or did He conquer the (evil) chaos? Other understandings of creation explored in
this passage include Hindu and scientific determinism. The questions are asked, but not answered. The second
half of the Bible study discusses alternate understandings of man's role in creation: "keeper” or "have
dominion". Several questions are asked, but again, no answers are given. The Bible study is intentionally open
to a wide variety of interpretations.

Richmond's essay discusses the good and evil of technological advances, including nuclear war and genetic
engineering. He holds the philosophy of scientific determinism (there's no ultimate purpose, so anything goes)
responsible for the evils of technology, and states that we must maintain our foundation in the doctrine of the
goodness of the creation and the Creator.

There are several quotes, both from Quakers and other sources, expressing a wide variety of viewpoints on these
topics. Discussion questions are more philosophical than usual, asking for opinions.

Critique

This material is interesting, but Richmond raises many more questions than answers. It is not clear to me that
this is an appropriate subject for a Sunday School class about Friends testimonies. Certainly, it's a current issue,
but it is so broad that there doesn't seem to be much to grab hold of. The discussion questions continue to wrestle

with the issues while acknowledging the difficulty: "Can we agree on any guidelines...". The more important
question is what if we can, or what if we can't? What difference can any of us make?

Suggestions

The chances are that I would not include a lesson on this topic in my curriculum. If I did, however, I would like
to try to make this lesson more relevant to the lives of those attending the class. Books with titles like "100
Ways You Can Save the Earth" can be very practical and helpful. Several Christian authors have written
books on a Christian view of ecology and the earth. I would want to use materials like these in preparing a
lesson.

page 6



Curriculum Review - Dave Votaw Testimonies, by Ben Richmond

8. The Council On Intoxicants

Overview

The Bible study portion consists of references chosen to represent each of two positions on this issue. The idea is
that the class is to divide up into two teams, one representing our "freedom in Christ" to drink "intoxicants",
the other representing a position of abstinence. A debate is to be held, and the class is to come to some form of
unity and write a minute on the issue. In the short essay, Richmond makes the point that alcoholism is a
disease, not a sin. On the other hand, Friends must be careful not to promote that which causes disease or abuse,
so they have historically been against drinking. Richmond introduces the 12 steps of AA as an effective way for
Christians to deal with alcoholism (and other temptations) in community. He also devotes space to a series of
steps for dealing with alcoholics. The discussion questions move through opinions on this issue to deal with
some tough choices in life. The Quaker Quotes offer opinions of Friends down through the years on this issue.

Critique

The debate would be a tremendous experience, I'm sure, and the requirement of unity and a minute goes a long
way toward recapturing the traditional practices of Friends when dealing with an issue. This is the best lesson
yet in terms of taking a traditional Friends testimony and bringing it up to date, making it real for the class
members. The need to deal with alcoholism is real, yet I wonder if perhaps too much space is given to it in this
lesson. The discussion questions are excellent and they, along with the debate, would more than fill a class
period. Most of the Quaker Quotes are nothing more than interesting relics that do not add significantly to the
issue. The essay is helpful.

Suggestions

I would keep the debate just as it is, or perhaps add some of the discussion questions into it just to broaden it a bit
beyond the question of abstinence. I would probably leave off the 12 steps and the steps for dealing with
alcoholics.

9. Women's Place

Overview

Richmond begins examining (and refuting) the traditional biblical arguments against a leadership role for
women in the church, and citing several passages showing their equality to men as that which was intended
from the beginning of creation. In further arguments he expands the case to one of equality for all persons, citing
the use of plain speech and the disuse of titles, along with the careful use of inclusive language by early
Friends. Richmond goes on to defend the use of inclusive language, even when referring to God, as biblical and
necessary. He says that a hierarchical family structure is wrong: the Bible's model is one of mutual submission.
His diagram represents father, mother, and children as equally submissive to each other and to God. A page of
"facts and figures" follows, illustrating the unfairness of the world to women and the ways that Friends have
been equally guilty. The latter includes a citation from Howard Macy. This lesson also features a full page of
Quaker Quotes, whose single purpose is the proclamation of the equality of men and women in ministry. The
discussion questions are in the form of traditional Quaker Queries, except for the last one, which asks students
to speculate on the value of separate men's and women's meetings for business. (The joining of the two groups at
the beginning of the 20th century is suggested as one source for the decline of women in Friends ministry.)

Critique
While the Bible study is interesting and well-written, it is too one-sided. I continue to believe that the purpose
of this type of curriculum is not to preach, but to teach. It would have been better to look at scriptures that are

usually interpreted against the public ministry of Friends, and examine them carefully. While I agree with
Richmond's point of view on this issue, I believe that it should be presented more fairly.

The quotes show little more than the fact that this is an important issue; they merely declare an opinion,
however eloquently. As queries, the answers to the discussion questions are assumed. Thus they do little more
than embellish the preaching of the quotes.
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Suggestions

Expand the Bible study to look at the issue from both sides; perhaps a class debate would be in order, with each
of two groups preparing one side of the argument. The case could be made from several points of view:

historical, biblical, etc. It would be important to follow such a debate with a thorough debriefing session and
an attempt to bring closure (unity would be even better) to the issue.

10. Good Sex/Bad Sex

Overview

In his Bible study, Richmond establishes a biblical case for the goodness of sex, and establishes sexual union as
an expression of intimacy. It creates a "mystical bond which can never be broken". Bringing in the Friends point
of view, he states that "Friends have always tried to uphold the goodness of sex in a way that affirms
mutuality in relationship.” The unity in sexual relationships carries over to equality in marriage and equality
in ministry.

Richmond defines sexual immorality without reference to God: "...whenever human sexuality is perverted in
such a way that human personahood is undermined.” He shows how immoral sex leads to broken relationships,
loneliness and lack of freedom, and that Quakers are not exempt from such problems. He goes on to suggest tools
for strengthening family life. The half-page of Quaker Quotes reinforces the points already made in this
lesson. There are six discussion questions, each of which breaks entirely new ground! Topics covered by these
questions include remarriage after divorce, attitudes toward homosexuality, abortion, and other current topics.

Critique

The Bible study is traditional in its interpretation, and probably would be helpful in many church situations. It
doesn't seem to have much to do with Friends, however. Friends attitudes toward sex have (in my opinion) not
been particularly distinct from those of other Christian denominations. The discussion questions are excellent,

and would make for a far more lively study than the Bible study, essay, or Quaker Quotes. Richmond, however,
offers no sources or guidance to go with the questions, so leaders and groups would essentially be on their own.

Suggestions

I probably wouldn't include this topic in my curriculum. If I did, however, I would lean more heavily on the
topics introduced by the discussion questions and offer more supporting material. These topics do offer
opportunity for Friends to develop distinctive testimonies.

11. Fellowship, the Mystery of Christ

Overview

In this lesson Richmond explores the origin and purposes of the church from a Friends point of view. Each of us
has been reconciled to Christ and joined in fellowship together with Him and with each other, forming the
church. The purpose of the church is to break down the barriers to fellowship between people, and to develop
and use our gifts for ministry. Other characteristics of the church include mutual submission and discipline. The
church is engaged in a spiritual battle against the enemy.

Next, Richmond includes an essay on Community. He stresses the importance of community and the inadequacy
of a solitary Christianity. In community we must make the effort to truly know and support one another. Only
then can we truly benefit from the community's guidance for individuals and itself. The essay closes with some
guidelines for determining God's will in the Friends meeting. The Quotes echo the Bible study and the essay.
The six discussion questions are of two types: four are queries, asking the reader to evaluate the meeting. The
other two are theoretical questions about the nature of community in the church.

Critique

This lesson covers too many topics: redemption, the purpose of the church, spiritual gifts, church discipline,
spiritual warfare, individual and corporate guidance, and Friends business meetings. All these are good topics,
but cannot be covered adequately in a single lesson. Leaders and students will experience either boredom or

frustration with this lesson. Queries are good, but not for discussion questions in this setting. I wish Richmond
had narrowed his scope and concentrated on one or two of these topics.
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Suggestions

I believe that the most important topic in this lesson is the role of the believer in the local church (meeting)
and that the most important of these issues should be covered from that point of view. The most important
issues are the purpose of the church, spiritual gifts, and Friends business meetings. These are not necessarily
part of the same lesson. Students should be encouraged to evaluate their own roles in the meeting in the light of
the points raised in the study.

12. Spiritual Baptism

Overview

In the Bible study, Richmond examines many passages having to do with baptism. His selection is broad and
shows that the word "baptism" has many shades of meaning. The conclusion of this study is that God is not
concerned with ritual but He is concerned with the baptism of the Holy Spirit. His essay is hard to understand,
but I believe that the point is that baptism marks the turning of the self from sin, and that Friends have
historically emphasized that repentance and holiness and not the ritual. The Quaker Quotes in this lesson do
more to amplify the meaning of the Friends understanding of baptism. The four discussion questions seek to
relate our understanding of baptism to our experiences as Friends.

Critique

The Bible study is good and leads to a traditional Friends understanding of the meaning of baptism. The essay,
which quotes extensively from a tract of George Fox, is quite difficult due to an extensive use of metaphorical
language. "What would happen if our Peace and Social Concern Committees saw their task as one of training
the members of our meetings in the use of spiritual winnowing forks? What would happen if we were to go about
our communities and daily business separating wheat from chaff..." It's not clear what he means by all this.
The Quaker Quotes are helpful (for a change) in that they supply what should have been in the essay: an
explanation of the traditional Friends understanding of baptism. The discussion questions, unfortunately, relate
to the essay.

Suggestions

A discussion of baptism is necessary to a curriculum on Friends distinctives and I too would follow the Bible
study approach. The essay and discussion questions might better have been devoted to a discussion of the
appropriateness of the ritual and the question of whether there might be other ways of expressing the truth of
our repentance from sin.

13. The Place of Meeting

Overview

Richmond gets to the deeper sense of the meaning of the word "communion" in his Bible study as he examines
several key Bible passages. He shows that "communion” and "fellowship" have much in common. The Bible
study is full of questions that are not answered, yet they guide the students to a deeper understanding of these
concepts. The latter part of the Bible study shows how silence can be an apocalyptic event. In the essay,
Richmond defines communion as "where we meet God" and shows how that happens in the gathered meeting
for worship, in service, and in mission. The essay and the Quotes section both close with a quote from Alan
Kolp: "The call to discipleship is not to participate in the sacraments, but to live sacramentally.” Other quotes
relate to the purpose and experience of silence in worship. Discussion questions relate to personal understanding
of communion and sacrament.

Critique

The Bible study is well-designed as a teaching tool, with many helpful questions and suggestions. The essay
about where we meet God is a helpful complement. The quotes give helpful insight into the experience of silent
worship. The part about silence as an apocalyptic event seems strange and inappropriate for this lesson. It
might be good as a part of a worship experience. The effect of the whole is to define all of life as a sacrament,
which is a powerful Quaker distinctive. The discussion questions break no new ground, but follow naturally the
points made in the lesson.

Suggestions
I like this lesson and would keep it as it is, leaving off the part about silence as an apocalyptic event.
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A Family of Friends: Friends Church Membership Course
Jack Willcuts Portland, Oregon: The Barclay Press
1960 89 pages

1. "Thee and Thou"

Very brief treatment of various unique Quaker terms with some attempt to explain the spiritual meaning
behind the various terms. "Thee and Thou" is not explained well at all, but good (if brief) explanations of

"meeting” and "recording".

2. A Glance at the Past

"Friends are not followers of George Fox, William Penn, or any other illustrious 'founder.'...Fox and his co-
laborers did not advance new teachings or new doctrines...Quakerism’ is...a movement which for three
centuries has sought to restore the emphasis and teaching of early Christianity." Thus, according to Willcuts,
our primary reference for Quaker purity is not Fox, et al,, but the early Christians. The rest of the lesson is a
very brief history of Quakerism, with emphasis on the positive effects of persecution on the health of the
church.

3. Doctrines Are Important

"Friends," says Willcuts, "have been criticized for concentrating on their beliefs instead of their activities." (p.
26) He must be referring to the criticism of evangelical Friends coming from their more liberal fellow Quakers,
who have traditionally felt that evangelical Friends were more interested in winning souls than in offering
more material assistance. "These [doctrines] come not from some higher authority of the church organization
nor from a historical setting, but are based upon an up-to-date application of history, practice, and Scripture as
made real to us by the presence of the Holy Spirit." Thus Willcuts acknowledges the dynamic character of
Friends beliefs. We are non-creedal, and non-hierarchical;, we believe what we believe because God tells us
what is true, and He is telling us here and now.

The chapter has short sections dealing with beliefs about God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit; the section on
Christ has creedal sections like Fox's letter to the governor of Barbadoes, and (by reference) the 1887 Richmond
declaration of faith. It does not mention the Light of Christ Within, or the Inner Light. The section on the
Holy Spirit equates Him to the conscience, and does not mention the unique Quaker emphasis on His leading.

4. Beliefs in Action (Friends doctrine)

“Doctrines are something to hold. But they are also a foundation upon which to build a Christian lifeand a
church program of action.” p. 35

A. Friends worship - not dependent on special persons, objects, or ceremonies. These are unnecessary. Worship in
spirit and in truth. Liberty within programmed meeting. Simplicity, freedom of expression. Determination to be
directed by the Holy spirit in worship.

B. Ordinances - baptism and communion are widely disputed as to methods and efficacy. Friends believe they
are inward spiritual experiences, not outward acts. Friends believe in baptism of the Holy Spirit for cleansing
and filling. “[It] is a positive and definite experience to be sought and expected.” p. 39 Communion with
elements is no more commanded than is footwashing.

C. Pacifism - primary defense is tradition of pacifism in the early church (!) with but brief mention of the
teachings of Jesus. Mention of positive acts of relief activities in war time, active promotion of peace and
Christian service, not just avoidance of war. Recommendation that Christians study this issue, take it seriously
and grapple with the issues.

5. Practical Christian Living
“...These interests spring from a basic doctrinal position involving one’s beliefs... Christian belief expresses
itself in moral action.” p. 44

Preliminary discussion of Friends relief efforts, from which the above quote is taken. These are mentioned
again in the thoughts for discussion section as responsibilities of all true Christians.
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A. Use of Oaths - primary objection is due to Jesus’ prohibition, which is quoted. The higher standard of truth in
all circumstances is mentioned, as is the American option to affirm instead of swear. No other suggestions are
made for modern Friends, with the exception of a thought for discussion that Friends ought to tell the truth
whether under oath or not.

B. Pastoral meetings - distinction is made between pastoral and non-pastoral meetings, but there is no further
discussion of the latter. Mention of pastoral gift, recognized among Friends, and should be encouraged.
Distinction between the real pastoral gift and lay gifts of speaking, exhortation, prayer. Willcuts really goes
out of this way to emphasize the special calling of the pastor and the importance of recognizing and developing
that gift. Women are also encouraged to consider whether they have the gift. Lay ministry is ignored here.

C. Pastoral support - it is very important, says Willcuts, to fully support a pastor whose gifts have been
recognized, so that he can give himself fully to the ministry to which he has been called. Provide enough for
him and his family to live on, so they can be free from anxiety and other obligations.

6. The Heart of the Matter (Salvation)

This chapter does not particularly relate to Friends; here Willcuts makes a clear statement of priorities and
says that being a true Christian is most important of all. Since I intend to deal with discipleship and the
relationship of being Quaker to being Christian in my curriculum, the lesson is somewhat relevant.

In this lesson Willcuts draws a sharp distinction between church membership and becoming a Christian. The
bulk of the lesson is a strong evangelistic call to salvation, emphasizing the reality of sin, our need for
confession and repentance, and the changed life of the Christian. On the latter point, Willcuts advises the new
Christian to examine his life carefully and allow contact with God and fellow Christians to make the
appropriate changes. Complacency is strongly condemned, with emphasis on the power of a victorious life
available through the Holy Spirit. Christians are also encouraged to form regular Bible reading and prayer
habits, and to commit to an area of Christian service.

7. A Heritage and a Future

The first part of the lesson is devoted to a description of the Friends organization for business: monthly meeting,
quarterly meeting, yearly meeting. Willcuts emphasizes the worshipful character of Friends business meetings.
Unity in decision making is practiced because 1) Voting only reveals the extent of the division in the group and
2) God'’s will is being sought, and God is not divided. Much emphasis is given to obeying the leading of the Lord,
and not simply trying to win one’s own way.

Authority is in the Lord, and not in the structure. Thus the pastor is not a chief executive, and the yearly
meeting does not have authority over the monthly meetings. Each has their role, however, and acts according
to its nature. Since there is no natural line of authority, and no political power games should be played,
individuals may take on as big a role as they feel called to, and decisions must sometimes be delayed. The
process of decision-making sometimes takes years, as evidenced by the progress of Friends toward an anti-
slavery position in the 17 and 18th centuries. The strength of this process is found in the continuing unity of the
church in the midst of disagreement.

(Possible activity: Simulate an 18th-century Friends business meeting that deals with this issue.)

Willcuts describes how an issue can originate with an individual and be brought to the monthly meeting, then
progress to the quarterly and yearly meetings. This illustrates the lack of an authoritative hierarchy and the
importance of recognizing God’s leading in an individual.

The process of arriving at unity is described in great detail, with emphasis on the heart’s attitude. This is
obviously very important to Willcuts. He distinguishes between uniformity, which is mechanical, and unity,
which is spiritual.

8. All Things to All People (Church activities)

This lesson is a survey of the various types of church activities available to members of Friends churches. As
such it’s not particularly relevant to my topic, but some parts are applicable.

A. Missions - a very short treatment whose main point is to say that Friends have historically worked to
spread the gospel to all parts of the world, and they continue to do so today. Nothing is said about the nature of
a distinctly Friends approach to missions.
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B. Stewardship - Much of this section is given to a treatment on why the believer should tithe. The discussion
does not mention Friends. Another set of paragraphs encourages the new member to be informed of and
participate in the financial affairs of the church. It is particularly important for Friends to do this, since all
members are equally able to be involved in setting the meeting’s priorities.

C. Evangelism and Church Extension - states the need for evangelism and outreach, and describes typical
activities in these areas at the local meeting and yearly meeting levels. The new member is encouraged to
participate in these efforts.

D. Christian Education - refers to the establishment of Friends academies and colleges. These are described
briefly, and members are encouraged to support them and make use of them for their own education. In addition,
Friends are encouraged to participate in the governance of their own local public schools to influence them for
God.

Sunday School, retreats and camps, youth groups, and Christian literature are also discussed in this section.
Friends are encouraged to participate in all these activities. “The church should become the hub of interest for
all members of the Christian home so there are parties, clubs, athletics, choirs, Bible classes and other
activities offered, giving a full-orbed life for the loyal Christian.” p 75.

Thus Willcuts states the goal of the church: to attract families into a fully church-oriented schedule, out of the
world. The alternative, of course, is to allow the Christian to remain in the world to be salt and light.

9. Steps to Membership

A. Importance of Joining - Willcuts’ point is that church membership is a statement of current (not past)
commitment, and that a person who is actively involved in a local church should join. To think of resigning
membership from a church formerly attended is difficult for some, but the fact is that after one has left the
retention of the membership is merely symbolic and has no particular value. Membership has value when it
implies commitment.

B. Types of membership - Three types are described in considerable detail: associate, active, and affiliate
membership. Only active membership is relevant for those who would study this curriculum or mine either.
Procedures and sample forms are given for those who would apply for membership or transfer of membership.
This section is not really relevant to my purpose.

10. Earthen Vessels

A very short pep talk, encouraging new members to become fully involved and follow the Lord’s leading in their
involvement, despite the fact that church members are not perfect. New members are encouraged to find other
members that can serve as examples for them, and to find their place in the church and serve as best they can.
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Quakerism 101
Shirley Dodson  Philadelphia Yearly Mtg.
1992 93 pages

0. Introduction

In her introduction, Dodson states that the Quakerism 101 course "is meant both as an opportunity for spiritual
growth and as an intellectually stimulating course...” In this we have a common goal, but it will be interesting
to see how our methods and content differ. The curriculum is divided into 6 sessions of two hours each. Thus its
best application is to evening classes, not to Sunday School. There is a formal (short) reading requirement that
students are expected to complete before each session, and students are expected to purchase books as well.

Dodson gives a great deal of helpful instruction to the teacher preparing to teach the course, including good
advice on teaching and group facilitation.

A. Seekers and Finders

Overview

The assignment sheet gives the required reading list and some background information on each selection within
it. On the back side, a series of reflection questions are printed. Time is given during the class session for
discussion of these questions, which ask the students to try and relate the experiences of early Friends to their
own lives. Many of the questions also deal with the meaning of special Friends vocabulary words used in the
readings, such as "openings" and "convincement.” The lesson plan is given step by step, including such things as
how to have the students introduce themselves and how to divide them into groups! The first content to be
shared in the lesson is a "gallop through Quaker history” which occupies the next six pages of the curriculum
and includes mini-biographies of Fox, Penn, and Barclay. Time is then given for a discussion of special Quaker
vocabulary, including the words mentioned above, plus several others. The instructor is then told to divide
students into groups for discussing the reflection questions. Practical advice is given to students on how best to
participate. After the group discussions, the teacher is asked to hand out materials for the following sessions
and lead the group in a brief worship period.

Critique

The "gallop through history" is well-written but far too much time is spent on the political and theological
roots of Quakerism. The potential benefit of this material to students is not worth the time/effort put into it.
Also, when it is presented in paragraph style like this the temptation will be for the teacher to simply read it
to the class. This is a poor way to convey information and a sure way to put several people to sleep. The section
on Quaker terminology will be useful. The discussion questions are good, and will, if people are willing to share
at a fairly deep level, probe to the heart of their spiritual experiences. I am concerned about the deep level of
these questions in leaderless groups, however; it would be easy for groups to go too far in one direction without
assigned leaders. It is especially poor, I think, to not have a time set aside for large-group "debriefing" after
the small-group discussions. Important issues could very well have been raised in the small groups that the
teacher needs to respond to. It is good to close with a period of worship.

Suggestions

I would leave out much of the history; in fact, I probably wouldn't teach much history at all except in the
context of a particular testimony, when history would help us to understand it. History presented in lecture
format is dull. It's much better to do a simulation of a particular event, so students can get the "you are there"
feeling and understand the issues firsthand. In the teaching of history I would place more emphasis on what
Friends did (and why) rather than where they came from. For the discussion questions, it's good to divide up
into smaller groups if you have a larger class, but each group needs a leader if the questions are going to be this
deep. The teacher should be asked to choose leaders in advance and work with them a bit on preparation. I
would also hold a whole-group sharing/reflection time after the small groups, so that perspective is gained on
difficult issues and so that the teacher is made aware of any difficulties that came up.
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B. The Light Within

Overview

This lesson serves to introduce the concept of the Light, as traditionally defined and employed by Friends. The
author takes a historical approach, showing what the term has meant to Friends through the years. In an
easily-read list of characteristics of Light she defines it as divine, single, unifying, universal, eternal, pure,
unchanging, personal, inward, saving, guiding, resistible, persistent, empowering, and ineffable. Each of these
terms is explained in a helpful paragraph. She also quotes and explains the most famous Bible passages on the
light.

The prerequisite for this lesson is that students are to have read the relevant chapters (2-3) in Howard
Brinton's Friends for 300 Years . Much of the content is assumed from that work, and not repeated in this
curriculum. Most of the discussion questions center around the students' personal experience with the Light; in
keeping with the concepts presented, no normative truth is presupposed. There is also some discussion of the
limits and possible negative connotations of the "light" metaphor. A worship session is suggested.

Critique

Studying the Friends concept of the Light without also talking about the person and work of the Holy Spirit
seems pointless. The only mention of the Holy Spirit in this lesson is that some people may find it more
comfortable to use the word "Spirit" instead of "Light." I would also take issue with the author's presentation
of the meaning of salvation as it relates to light (no surprise there). It isn't right to study John 1:9 without
talking about salvation in a biblical sense. I appreciate, however, her emphasis on the corporate, unifying
aspects of the Light.

Suggestions

While I think that the term "light" has great historical significance for Friends I question the inclusion of any
topic that is so open to such a wide variety of interpretation, and so difficult to define or approach for
comprehension. The reality is that the Light, as a concept or a person, is not really biblical. The Bible talks
about light as a metaphor for Jesus Christ, and Friends have used the Light as a metaphor for the work of the
Holy Spirit. How much better to study the reality of Christ or the Spirit than to speak of the metaphor as if it
had a separate, independent existence! With "light" alone we have no point of reference except our own
experience and the explanations of others. If I were doing a historical study it would be very helpful to look at
the concept of the "Light" and how it has been helpful (and harmful) to Friends. But the study of the Light, as
a separate topic, has no place in the curriculum I'm planning.

C. Quaker Universalism

Overview

A historical approach to the classic Friends problem of authority. The presentation is neutral, as it basically
tells the story of the rise of Quietism, the Hicksite split, and the Wilburite/Gurneyite split. Special emphasis
is given to the differences in beliefs among the various branches of Friends, which are traced to their present-
day descendants as Friends organizations. Questions relate to the ability of students to articulate their beliefs
and to state the minimum requirements for membership with Friends.

Critique

Universalism was hardly a characteristic or testimony of the original Friends, no matter what the author says.
Such a belief is easily derived, however, once you accept the guiding principle that one's personal experience
carries more authority than any other source of spiritual guidance, and it is now common among liberal Friends.
As evangelical Friends, however, our faith is distinctly Christ-centered, and we look to the Bible as an
authority for our beliefs and our lives. Universalism, therefore, is not an appropriate topic for the project I am
undertaking.

Suggestions

The problem of authority is not as pressing for evangelical Friends as it is for the liberal ones. We recognize the
authority of the Bible, and we share as a result a common faith in Christ. We submit ourselves to Him. But we
still have potential problems in the lack of an authoritative structure in the church, and in the lack of a creed.
The possibility exists for a Friend to dominate a meeting for business, or preach a new doctrine. While that can
happen in any church, the lack of authoritative structures or creeds makes it harder to deal with.
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I would consider including a lesson on this topic in my curriculum, dealing with the issue of community guidance
and the nature of authority for Friends. How can we honor our belief that God speaks directly to each person
and still maintain unity? What is the "minimum” set of beliefs for Friends?

D. Worship and Ministry

Overview

The presentation section covers three major questions: How do you "center down"? How do you know when to
speak? And, what can you do to promote a "gathered Meeting"? The first two questions are given a full
treatment; the third is more quickly dealt with. Suggestions for both active and contemplative Friends are
given, to help them in centering down. There are also helpful alternatives given for dealing with distractions
and "blockage."” Some excellent guidelines, including a personal example, are given to help a person know when
she should speak out in meeting. The concept of a "gathered Meeting" (new to me) was explained as a worship
meeting in which the presence of God was especially real to all. A few ideas are given to promote such an event,
but they consist of things that would be excellent advice in any case; e.g., "Live into a life of worship, every
day, in all situations.”

Critique

This is a very helpful lesson, useful to any Friend who wants to enhance the experience of worshipping God.
Rather than treating a "gathered Meeting" as if it were some sort of special event I would have rather seen the
experience of the presence of God treated as a primary goal of all worship. That is, it is something to be
expected rather than something unusual and special.

Suggestions

For Friends in programmed, pastoral meetings this lesson would need to be expanded to deal with worship in
other forms. The discussion of the relative values of preaching, music, and traditional "silent" worship could be
very helpful.

E. Living in the Light: Quaker Witness

Overview

The lesson starts with a helpful explanation of the Friends terms "concern” and "leading”, and moves from
there into "witness" and "testimonies”. In this curriculum the latter terms have different meanings than I
would give them; witness refers to an action taken that arises out of a concern and a leading, and testimony
refers to a traditional Friends value such as simplicity, honesty, etc. A chart is given of 10 different "witnesses"
of early Friends, grouped under the headings of three testimonies (honesty, simplicity, equality). Special
attention is given to the peace testimony. A document giving the basis of Friends' beliefs about peace is part of
the appendix. The lesson closes with an activity that invites the students to place themselves (physically) on
a large Cartesian coordinate chart, mapping the traits of "violence" and "OK" in response to each of a list of
actions. One example is "spanking a child as an act of discipline.” Where does it rank on the scale of non-
violent to violent, of "not OK" to "OK"? Each person is to place herself in the appropriate quadrant.

Critique

I wish less space had been devoted to terminology and more to the discussion of the various testimonies and
"witnesses." (I don't like the use of "witness" in this sense; I am too accustomed to using it to refer to someone
talking about how God has worked in his life.) As it is, too much ground is covered too quickly, and students are
not given an opportunity to work out the testimonies of honesty, simplicity, and equality in their own meetings
and personal lives. The peace testimony deserves a lesson of its own, especially in an evangelical Friends
meeting where there would be much less agreement on the basis for it. Perhaps it needs less coverage in a
meeting where this curriculum would be taught. In any case, I would give much greater emphasis than this
author does to the biblical basis for the peace testimony. The activity is creative and thought-provoking. I
wonder whether it would result in semantic discussions of the meaning of "violence" or in real considerations of
my personal values and the reasons I hold them?
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Suggestions

I think I would divide this lesson up into three or four, dealing with each testimony more fully, since there are
several different ways that Friends have lived out the truth of each. I like the activity of requiring students to
place themselves physically on a Cartesian chart, but I would want to change the axis labels from "violence"
and "OKness" to something else, maybe "pacifism" and "goodness".

F. Getting Down to Business

Overview

This is a basic overview of traditional Friends business practices, including the concept of a business meeting as
worship, the difference between the sense of the meeting and consensus, and the role of the clerk and
committees. The remainder of the presentation is devoted to an explanation of Friends structure. An extensive
simulation is also set up, featuring a Friends business meeting with a tough decision to make.

Critique

The overview of Friends business meeting concepts is helpful, as far as it goes, but I wish more emphasis had
been given to the leading of the Holy Spirit, and the relationship of Friends worship business. The explanation
of Friends organizational structure is not particularly helpful unless you're in Philadelphia Yearly Meeting.
The simulation is powerful and creative, but unrealistic. The situation this meeting finds itself in is hardly
typical (at least I hope not!) for Friends. Thus lessons learned here may not easily transfer to the real thing.

Suggestions

I would give more emphasis to the process of decision-making, highlighting the work of the Holy Spirit and
the submission of all to the leadership of God. I like the simulation idea, but would probably substitute a more
typical situation. Some discussion time ought to be given to a discussion of present (local) meeting business
meeting practice.
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Friends Way (Revised Edition)
Richard Jones Friends United Press
1982 53 pages

0. Introduction

Thelessons are intended to be used with either adults or youth, and the book provides material for both
students and teacher. Included are discussion questions, activities, readings, and a bibliography. Some lessons
require advance preparation.

1. Personal Relationship to God

Overview

Purpose: to introduce GF, his vision, and the beginnings of Friends. (Interesting contrast of title with stated
purpose.)

Fox’s encounter with Christ is the major focus of this lesson. There is much good background material on the
social/historical context of Fox’s concern and action. Comparison is made between the church of Fox’s day and
the religion of the Jews in the days of the minor prophets, with (good) emphasis on what God is really seeking.

Fox’s seeking and finding of Christ is covered twice, once in a “skit” and once in the text. The contrast between
profession and “possession” is highlighted; what is the evidence of faith? The story of Fox’s preaching, his
encounters with the establishment and their persecution of him is told. A short list of similarities between the
early church (as described in Acts 2) and the early Friends is given.

Critique

The article (the major content portion of the lesson) is well-written and helpful.

The “skit” is quite poor, being taken from a pageant and having all the dramatic value that pageants usually
contain. It’s merely a condensed re-enactment, filled with jargon and references to concepts that the students

would not have the background to understand. It glosses over all his struggles with single statements, and re-
enacts the Voice from Heaven without dealing with why this answer satisfied George when the others didn't.

A set of four discussion questions contains three that are list-oriented and one that requires thought (“What
does the 17th century have in common with our century?”).

Suggestions

To improve this lesson, I would write a skit that allows participants and viewers to feel more of the very real
struggles that Fox experienced. I would want to link up to the students’ personal spiritual walk-—can they
identify with Fox?—to the point where they would be evaluating their personal relationships to God. I would
want to write more thought-provoking discussion questions (e.g., “Can ritualistic worship be authentic? What
makes it s0?”).

2. Commitment to God's Service

Overview
The purpose of the chapter is to show how early Friends took their call to minister seriously.

Those who have an intimate relationship with God will receive a call from Him to ministry. There is a wide
variety of gifts. Early Friends were united, like the early church in their shared ministry and commitment
(Acts 2 is cited). Early Friends were persecuted, like the early church members (Acts 4, 5, 8), for preaching their
faith. Reasons for the persecution are explored, and thoughtful discussion questions are provided. The positive
effects of persecution and imprisonment of Friends are explored. The missionary work of Friends in America is
explored, complete with hardships and persecutions.
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Critique

Once again the writing is good; easy to understand and thoughtful in content. The article contains instructions
and discussion questions which (according to the design) should have been in a separate section. There is not a
clear distinction here between student and teacher material. The discussion questions are very good in this
chapter, since they require some analysis of the situation, evaluation of the student’s own situation and some
decisions. The final section relating the history of early Friends missionary efforts in America ends abruptly,
without being connected up to anything in terms of commitment or current experience. There aren’t even any
questions about it; the section really seems superfluous.

Suggestions

I would move the teacher’s instructions and all of the discussion questions out of the article. I would cite and
discuss other New Testament passages on the relationship between faith and works. I would eliminate the
final section, or connect it up for the students in some way.

3. Belief in Basic Christian Doctrines

Overview

The purpose of this chapter is to understand the distinctiveness of Friends among Christians. The lesson
introduces Barclay’s Apology as a Friends doctrinal statement. The first five propositions of Barclay are
quoted and interpreted, and several Bible verses are associated with each. No activities are suggested, other
than two discussion questions which are quite good. The other propositions of Barclay are not mentioned. The
lesson concludes with a short description of Robert Barclay’s abilities and the effect of the Apology on Friends
through the years.

Critique

The scripture references for the first two propositions contain some errors; some of the verses chosen seem
inappropriate. No context is given for most of the verses; they seem more like proof texts than anything else.
That is, the passages cited are one or two verses in the midst of a longer passage, and the verses could easily be
misinterpreted when removed from their contexts. The discussion questions are good, but they relate only to the
idea of doctrinal statements, not to the content of doctrinal statements.

The reasons for choosing only the first five propositions are unclear to me. Certainly the doctrinal presentation
is not complete. Perhaps it will be completed in subsequent lessons.

Suggestions

I would give fewer Bible references for each proposition, and make sure that I cited enough verses to supply
context, and that my listings were error-free. I would supply discussion questions for each proposition that cause
the student to think about its meaning, and to determine whether Barclay has correctly interpreted the
scriptures. Finally, I would either plan to cover Barclay systematically, or choose propositions that more
completely cover the range of the book.

4. The Sacraments

Overview

The purpose of the chapter is to gain insight into Friends interpretations and practice of sacraments. The
strategy advocated by the author is for the class to examine communion and baptism from the point of view of
Christians in other denominations who might ask questions of Quakers. The tone of the lesson is largely
defensive, although some emphasis is given to the positive understanding of both communion and baptism. No
other sacraments are mentioned.

The author begins the chapter by giving examples of the misunderstanding and misuse of sacraments, for the
purpose of showing that they are not necessary. Beginning with baptism, he cites the disagreements between
various denominations on the method and proper recipients of this rite. The sacrament itself is described as a
Jewish custom, common in the Old Testament.
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Three questions, similar to those that might be asked by non-Quaker Christians, are posed. In the answers,
John’s and Jesus’ baptism are dismissed as normative for Christians (since these baptisms originated in Judaism)
but their overall significance is omitted. The third one, “How do you explain the reference to baptism in the
Great Commission?”, is not really answered here, although it is dealt with later in the lesson. This section is
highly defensive in tone.

The defense against water baptism is followed by teaching on the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Several
scriptures are cited to prove the point that the baptism of the Holy Spirit is the one baptism intended in the
New Testament. The temporary and incomplete nature of water baptism is now proved in a long section.

Finally, the supposed necessity of baptism as shown by Matthew 28:19 and John 3:5 is refuted by interpreting
these passages in such a way as to make the author’s point.

At this point the lesson goes on to consider communion. Once again, the wide variety of observances is used to
demonstrate the need for a Friends understanding of communion. The Friends emphasis on continuous spiritual
communion, without the need of elements, is explained.

Bible passages (such as Luke 22:19-20) used by Christians to support the observation of the sacrament of
communion are re-interpreted to show that they do not, in fact, support this. Other New Testament passages
such as Acts 2:42-46 and Acts 15:23-29 are cited to show that no such ritual was practiced by the early church;
instead, a common meal was eaten. The author offers a new interpretation of the passage in I Cor. 11 to show
that the ritual was not prescribed for all Christians.

The Friends position, that spiritual baptism and communion are important, but the elements are not, is here
briefly explained. Here follows a series of questions on communion, similar to the ones on baptism above.
Several of the arguments are repeated as answers. The passage in John 6 on eating Christ’s flesh and drinking
His blood is now interpreted, with a listing of the various ways it has been interpreted by the church in the
past in contrast with the Friends view.

Critique

The lesson is way too long; in order to cover this material at any significant depth the teacher would need to use
several weeks. Although the Friends concept of spiritual baptism and communion is explained, the explanation
is a brief one and occupies a small fraction of the chapter. The majority of the chapter consists of defenses
against the more traditional views of the sacraments. I think that the proportions of these two subjects should
be reversed. The Friends concept of spiritual communion and baptism is deep and deserves more consideration,
while the elaborate defenses against the commonly-held views of Protestants on these matters are defensive in
tone, and not particularly helpful. Several of the interpretations of biblical passages are highly questionable,
and some highly controversial positions (e.g., water baptism was common in Old Testament times) are given as
facts.

This chapter also places questions in the body of the text as well as in the margin for activities. The discussion
questions (the ones in the margins) are helpful but more are needed.

Suggestions

I would make this lesson into two (one on communion and one on baptism), and spend a much greater proportion
of the time on gaining an understanding of Friends’ views. After all, most Friends do not find fault with the
observation of the ordinances, so there is little to be gained by spending so much effort to refute them. I would
build a much better case biblically, and consider more strongly the traditional interpretations of critical
passages rather than trying to improve my argument by re-interpreting them. Finally, I would add more
discussion questions to help the students explore the reality of communion and baptism in their own spiritual
experience.

5. The Desire for Peace

Overview

The purpose of this chapter is to make basic personal decisions about the Friends peace testimony and Quaker
respect for the individual conscience. The author introduces peace as one of the products of a deep relationship
with Christ. He shows how peace has been one of the testimonies of Friends from the earliest days, quoting Fox
and Barclay. He cites biblical passages on the character of God, the purpose of Christ, and the desired
character of Christians.
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Friends have historically been committed to peace, even when this commitment caused them to be persecuted.
As an example, the author cites William Penn, who committed to the way of peace despite what it cost him.
Penn’s “Holy Experiment” in the colony of Pennsylvania is given as an example of the potential and value of a
policy of peace.

The various types of peace testimonies traditionally held by Friends are briefly listed, along with a statement
that differences on this issue are tolerated as a matter of conscience. The lesson concludes with four questions,
which are not discussion questions but merely provide a different way of presenting material. Within the
framework of these questions the author deals with additional Bible passages on peace, the question of wars in
the Old Testament, the attitude of early Christians about war, and other Friends statements about war.

The two discussion questions deal with the ramifications of a peace testimony.

Critique

The placement of peace in the context of a life committed to Christ is highly appropriate; I only wish the
author had continued with this approach beyond the introduction to the chapter. Instead, he appeals
primarily to tradition and example, which are not nearly so strong a foundation for the peace testimony. His
coverage of the historical emphasis on peace among Friends is adequate, and the description of Penn’s Holy
Experiment is excellent. His statement that the peace testimony is rooted in scripture is made hollow by his
sketchy use of the Bible within the lesson. His typical proof-text approach to the Bible leaves no room for
thoughtful discussion and interpretation of the cited passages.

Thediscussion on Old Testament wars is misleading; the plans and purposes of God are misrepresented. The
paragraphs on different approaches to the peace testimony by Friends are so short that they’re not really
helpful. The discussion of early Christian attitudes toward war is a good beginning, but I would want a little
more substance. The quotes from other Friends are thoughtfully chosen and helpful.

Suggestions

I would want to give much more emphasis to role of peace in the life of a Christian, through a more thorough
study of the relevant Bible passages. I would sponsor a healthy debate among class members on the practicality
and possibility of peace in our world, comparing the historical situation with ours. Would Penn’s “Holy
Experiment” work today? Why or why not? What is the relationship of God’s call to peace to our culture’s call
to self-preservation?

I would also wish to make a distinction between peace defined as an anti-war stance and peace defined as a
personal commitment to non-violence. To which of these positions does the Bible call us? Have Friends
distinguished between them, and to what effect? Finally, I would add discussion questions on the role of peace
in the individual believer’s life.

6. Equality and Community

Overview

Jones starts this lesson by advising the teacher to divide the class into groups that will discuss various injustices
around the world in the light of some scripture passages that he specifies. The theme of the lesson is the
equality of all people. In the first part of the main article Jones moves from the Quaker practice of refusing to
give hat honor to later Friends' stand against slavery. The bulk of the lesson is taken up with the story of John
Woolman, his anti-slavery campaign, and its gradual effect among Friends. The subject then shifts to that of
women ministers and the resultant persecution of Friends. Discussion questions bridge the gap between the
history discussed in the lesson and today's situations.

Critique

The introductory group work on injustice is not really followed up in the lesson itself. I think if you're going to do
a Sunday school study on injustice in the world you should come to some sort of conclusion about it. The story of
Woolman is well-told and the lesson on how to be a change agent among Friends is a valuable one. There is no

transition, not even a section heading, on the subject of women in ministry, and the presentation is somewhat
perfunctory; more a statement of facts than a learning session. The discussion questions are very helpful.
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Suggestions

I would leave off the women's rights section and instead work on tying the group discussions on world injustices
into the story on John Woolman with the goal of learning how we might respond to injustice. The discussion
questions will work well with that combination.

7. Relating To The Times

Overview

The teacher is encouraged to begin the class by holding a formal debate on some topic (several are suggested)
relating to the relevance of Quakerism. The introduction to the chapter states the thesis on which I began this
project: “those who follow in the train of dynamic leaders substitute traditions for personal experience." With
this thought Jones introduces the period of Quietism in Quaker history (1690-1825) and the shortcomings in
Friends commonly associated with those times. Joseph John Gurney is introduced as one who did much to end the
period of Quietism, and the rest of the lesson is devoted to the story of his ministry. The story highlights
Gurney's travels and preaching, his cooperation with other evangelical denominations, and his strong
opposition to the beliefs and teachings of John Wilbur, who (according to Jones) sought to maintain Quietism.
Indeed, the lesson offers no credibility of any sort to Wilbur's position. Three discussion questions complete the
lesson.

Critique

I was excited by the introduction, but the author failed to follow through by showing (or even suggesting) how
we might express our convictions as testimonies to today's world. The story of Gurney's ministry, while
interesting, hardly helps us to do that. Gurney is an excellent model for preachers, and for Friends groups, but
few have his gifts. The discussion questions are weak and overly general. Several different books could be
written in answer to each one.

The debate format has potential, and the suggested topics were intriguing. I wish that Jones had provided some
guidance or further material on those topics, since they related more closely to the stated purpose of the
chapter than did the story on Gurney.

Suggestions

I would provide additional material for the debaters, or at least some references. The questions relating to the
relevance of Friends are very important, and the class must not be allowed to flounder about with them. The
story about Gurney could be made much shorter. Discussion questions should be more specific and require the
students to think about their own lives.

8. Loving Help for Those in Need

Overview

This chapter is an overview of the ways Friends have ministered to the physical needs of people. Examples
given are Elizabeth Fry's work in prison reform; the work of Philadelphia Friends in caring for the mentally
ill; work among the Indians; and relief work in Europe. The teacher is encouraged to lead the class through
study of relevant biblical passages (Mt. 25:34-36, I John 3:14-18, James 2:15-17). The class is encouraged to work
on a project of their own, and several ideas are given. Discussion questions focus on how Friends can best care for
the needy today.

Critique

Overall this was a good lesson; it might be better if some more modern examples were given. The need to
balance physical outreach with spiritual is touched on but not really emphasized.

Suggestions

If I were teaching this lesson I would want to get some examples of contemporary outreach ready for the class. I
might bring in some pamphlets or have a visitor tell about his or her work. I would probably want to dig a
little deeper into the reasons behind the unfortunate emphasis of social outreach over the preaching of the
gospel, and vice versa. I believe we must minister to the whole person, but everyone says that. Why do we tend
to one side or the other, and how can we counteract this tendency?
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9. Spiritual Worship

Overview

Thelesson begins with a brief recital of the origins of the Friends style of worship, and explains some of the
distinctive vocabulary and architectural designs used by Friends. The implications of the physical
arrangement of the place of worship are briefly discussed. The unprogrammed style of worship is described,
along with the more common practice of setting aside a time within a programmed meeting for unprogrammed
worship. Jones also discusses the strengths and weaknesses of having a "resident” pastor, one who is paid for
ministry. The lesson concludes with a discussion of the purposes and value of worship and suggestions for
enriching one's personal worship experience. Discussion questions center on the value of the worship service and
on suggestions for improving it. The teacher is also encouraged to have a class discussion of experiences with
other forms of worship (besides Friends).

Critique

The discussion of the pastor's position (paid or not) doesn't really belong here. What is appropriate is the role
of the pastor in worship. The suggestions for enhancement of personal worship are very helpful, especially
since they convey the impression that quality of worship is the worshipper's responsibility, not the pastor's.
The discussion questions could well open up a can of worms and lead to criticism of the pastor. Any time you open
up the subject of worship to public criticism you invite controversy.

Suggestions

I would emphasize the purpose of worship (celebration? teaching? conviction?) and the means (elements) used
to accomplish it, inviting the class members to make personal decisions on the meaning and method of worship.
Discussion of past meaningful worship times will show that the pastor is seldom responsible for a great
personal worship experience. The use of unprogrammed worship is a healthy topic for discussion. If preaching
or music must be discussed it should be confined to the context of its role within worship and its relationship to
the purpose of worship. Sunday school is not the place for a critique of the content of music or preaching.

The class might wish to experiment with alternate styles of worship and report on them. Perhaps the class
could design its own worship service after coming to consensus on purpose, elements, etc. The designed worship
service could be held as part of the lesson series, or, if possible, during the regular worship service of the
church.

10. Conduct of Christian Business

Overview

Jones begins with a brief discussion of the structure of Friends meetings, but the bulk of this lesson pertains to the
intent and conduct of a Friends business meeting. The value of group decision-making is stressed, and an excellent
explanation is given of the value of consensus over voting. Jones describes a Quaker business meeting as a process
of finding God's will on the issues at hand. He gives as an example the situation in Acts 15 when the New
Testament church had to make a difficult decision. The chapter closes with a brief list of scriptures on church
leaders.

Critique

The closing section on church leaders seems to have been cut off; it has no connection with the rest of the lesson
or a conclusion. The discussion of the value of the consensus process is good, but some practical tips on the process
itself might have been helpful. The lesson seems to be mostly theory with little application.

Suggestions

A simulated business meeting might be a helpful exercise for this session. I would also like to include some
discussion of how God can work during a meeting, along with some guidelines for participation. I would not
include any discussion on the structure of Friends organizations or the role of the pastor in this lesson.
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11. The Spirit-Filled Life

Overview

This lesson concerns the work of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer. Jones begins with several quotes from
the Bible and from early Friends on the work of the Spirit. He goes to some length to distinguish the Friends
emphasis on the H.S. from that of the charismatic movement, stating that Friends are to "experience the
guidance of the Holy Spirit without some of the excesses which have characterized recent so-called
'movements of the Spirit." (p. 47) Yet Jones also states that the Spirit gives boldness, enabling early

Christians and Friends to speak with authority against the ungodly trends of society and to stand up for what
they think is right. The latter part of the lesson gives instruction from the Bible to the individual on how to
receive the Spirit-filled life, and what it is like.

Critique

This lesson goes to the root of Friends testimonies, yet the connection is not really made due to the contradiction
illuminated above. Jones seems perfectly willing for early Christians and Friends to be radical and "excessive"
but not current ones. The power of the Spirit for today seems to move one toward a deeper relationship to God,
but in the examples he cites it also moved Friends to action on God's behalf. The instruction on how to
experience the Spirit-filled life is solidly biblical, but it does not go far enough.

Suggestions

I would want to make a strong connection between conviction and action in each example, to show cause and
effect, and challenge the students to do the same. A discussion of how convictions should and should not lead to
action could be extremely fruitful. I would certainly not want to restrict the expression of convictions to any
predetermined set of traditions, yet I would want to point out the value of group consideration and actions. The
Spirit-filled life is a pre-requisite for all of this, and it seems to be too big and broad a topic to occupy only part
of one lesson.

It seems to me that all the lessons might have the structure of conviction -> action, with the power and leading
of the Holy Spirit as a context for all of it.

12. Mission to the World

Overview

The text for this lesson consists primarily of short examples of biblical characters and historic Friends who
have heeded God's call to public ministry and have traveled, proclaiming the Word of God. The examples
describe the people and their circumstances more than the content or effect of their ministry. The teacher is
asked to put the class into one or more role-playing situations. Each of the suggested scenarios (there are 3) is
similar: an individual determines that God has called her to a vocation of ministry that requires her to leave
her current station in life and take up a new one. She is asked to defend the decision to follow her calling to her
family and/or friends.

Critique

While I generally approve of role-playing as a method of teaching I do not think it wise to make it the entire
content of the class session. It needs to have some sort of closure, perhaps a learning objective. If role-playing is
not wrapped up in this way, the participants may often feel that their time has been wasted. In this lesson any

such conclusion is left up to the leader. There doesn't seem to be much connection in this lesson between the text
and the role-playing. The text offers no challenge to the reader.

Suggestions

I would use fewer examples of people responding to God's call. That would give me more space to develop each
example and show how the person dealt with the issues raised by the role-playing. It would also give
opportunity to describe the nature and results of the person's ministry. I would offer more variety in the role-
playing options: instead of varying by the type of person, vary more by the type of ministry. I would also offer
more suggestions for the leader on setting up a role-playing session and on bring the session to a valuable time of
closure.
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13. Your Future as a Friend

Overview

The purpose of thislesson is to emphasize the central contribution of Friends to an understanding of
Christianity: the priority of a personal encounter with God. Without that, all distinctives, indeed all
religious practices, are a waste of time and effort. It is easy for Christians to lose track of this fact and
concentrate on the practice of religion instead of the relationship with God. Jones goes on to show how historic
Friends testimonies such as peace, and spiritual communion and baptism, must flow from inner spiritual
convictions and not from tradition or conformity to current practice. The lesson is concluded with a call to
commitment to the practice of our beliefs. "If there is no commitment to the basic message of Friends which is
also the basic message of the Bible, the Word of God, then Friends have no real need to survive." (p. 52)

Study questions in this lesson deal with spiritual characteristics of early Friends and the relationship of these
to desirable and effective spiritual characteristics in the students. Jones also suggests a discussion of Christian
vocations. Other questions focus on the potential for impact held by Friends of conviction and commitment.

Critique

This is the most valuable lesson in the curriculum; too bad it was saved for last. It would serve as an excellent
backdrop for all the other lessons. The importance of personal commitment to God cannot be overstressed. The
concept of Friends distinctives arising out of such a relationship is central to my project. It is equally important
to show the shallowness of Friends (and other) religious practice that does not arise out of such commitment.
The discussion questions, particularly the first set dealing with spiritual characteristics, are valuable, and
students will learn much from discussion of these issues.

Suggestions

This is a first-rate lesson and I would do nothing to change it except to move it to the beginning of the
curriculum.
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Declaring Our Faith
Daniels, Brian, ed. Friends United Press
1992 56 pages

0. Introduction

This curriculum is based on The Richmond Declaration of Faith, which was written in 1887 by Friends at the
Richmond Conference (the forerunner of the Five Years Meeting, which became Friends United Meeting). Each
section of the Declaration has its own lesson in this course, and each lesson is written by a different author from
within FUM.

Each lesson is divided into six sections, as follows: "For Openers", an introduction; "This We Declare", a short
essay presenting an explanation of this section of the Declaration; "Friendly Discussion”, a set of discussion
questions; "Biblical Focus", a Bible study relating to the topic; "This We Resolve", an opportunity for
commitment; and "A Deep Sense of Awe", with suggestions for worship.

1. God

Overview

In the opening paragraph the author remarks on how common belief in God is, and invites the reader to imagine
life without Him. The essay talks about how various individuals and groups throughout history have
perceived God. It also makes a crucial distinction between the Richmond Declaration and a creed. A new
convert is required to adhere to a creed, but a declaration is simply that: a statement of the beliefs of a group of
Christians at a particular time. It is not binding on all future members of the group. The discussion questions
invite students to write their own statements about God, and to creatively think about Him in images. The
Bible study discusses God's roles as Father and Creator. The commitment section asks the students to indicate
how their lives might be different if God were not in it, and to think about areas of their lives that need to
recognize the reality of His presence.

Critique

There is little to interact with in this lesson. It's little more than an essay. There is a lot of explanation and not
much exploration. The discussion questions raise no issues; they are purely open-ended. The Bible study offers
surprisingly few scriptural references, and it's hard for me to understand the point of the commitment section.
Thus the whole lesson is weak; there's nothing really "wrong", but there's nothing really interesting here,
either.

Suggestions

The Bible is full of statements about God, and I would send the students searching through it to discover aspects
of His being. A study of the names of God would also be interesting. There are lots of ways to do it, but the key to
a good lesson is to involve the students in discovery, not just write an essay.

2, Jesus Christ

Overview

In the opening section, the author paraphrases Josh McDowell in saying that anyone encountering the biblical
stories of Jesus must logically come to one of three conclusions: either Jesus is a lunatic, or He is a liar, or He is
Who He says He is, the Lord. The essay section is filled entirely with quotes from Fox, Barclay and other well-
known Friends. Each quotes affirms the divinity of Christ and the necessity of knowing Him personally. The
discussion questions invite the students to write their own statements about Christ, and to deal with any
concerns that they may have about the quotes. The Bible study gives students a chance to explore Jesus' claims
for Himself, so that they may make a personal decision about who He is. There are many verses to look up, and
the student is invited to compare what he learns with the Richmond Declaration. The commitment section
invites students to make a personal decision about Jesus Christ: Lunatic, Liar, or Lord. The student is asked to
find scriptural support (!) for this decision.
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Critique

I think that the chances are very slim that any student taking a course like this one would think that Jesus is a
lunatic or a liar. Furthermore, anyone who does think that of Jesus is unlikely to go to the Bible for support!
This whole framework for thinking lends an air of unreality to the lesson. Let's get off the soapbox and on with
the study! In reality, the secular reader is only forced to such a choice IF he believes the biblical accounts to be
reliable. Most scholars today, however, do not think this is true. They believe that the words about His
lordship were put into Jesus' mouth by His disciples when they wrote the gospels. This "scholarship" has been
well-publicized, and as a result most people don't know if they can trust the Bible.

Thus McDowell's (and this author's) attempt to logically force people to belief goes the way of all such
attempts: it fails. I guess we'll have to rely on faith and the work of the Holy Spirit, after all, to convince
people of the Lordship of Jesus Christ.

Having said all that, I want to also say that I appreciate the Bible study - it is great to have the students
involved in looking up the information for themselves. The Quaker quotes are good, too, but there are too many
of them.

Suggestions

I would focus more on the variety of interpretations of Christ, particularly as found in Friends history. If the
christological controversies were brought out into the open, Friends would immediately see the importance of
sound doctrine. Keep the Bible study, throw out half the quotes, drop the challenge entirely, and let the
students dig into the Quaker splits.

3. Holy Spirit

Overview

The opening statement asks the student to choose one from among five statements about the Holy Spirit. (The
statements are not in conflict with each other - they just have differing emphases.) The essay section expounds
at length on the difficulty of writing theological statements, then quotes the relevant portion of the Richmond
declaration. The discussion section is really another essay, which gives examples of the way George Fox spoke
of the work of the Holy Spirit. The section ends with some questions relating to Bible passages on the Spirit.
The "Biblical Focus" section has another essay, this one dealing with the various roles of the Holy Spirit and
the fact that Friends traditionally put Him first in authority. The commitment section invites Friends to let
the Holy Spirit examine their lives, to reveal any part of them that needs the Spirit's touch.

Critique

Again, this lesson almost completely fails to involve the student. It's little more than a collection of essays.
There is little exploration of the roles of the Holy Spirit as defined in the Bible. The question of authority is
important, and the explanation of the traditional Friends' doctrine is very well written. Yes, the Holy Spirit
is the supreme authority, even greater than scripture, but this is not a dangerous doctrine.

Suggestions

Rather than so much focus on the difficulty of expressing our experience of the Holy Spirit, I would rather have
seen a much more extensive exploration of the Spirit's work. Perhaps students could be invited to note His work
in various times of their lives as they identify with what they read in the Bible.

4. The Trinity

Overview

In the opening section the author makes the point that the word person in "God in three Persons" refers to a role.
God is really one person, with three different roles. The discussion section shows how difficult it is to come up
with natural analogies for the Trinity. The Biblical Focus traces the activity of the three persons of the Trinity
through the Bible. The next section shows how all three of the Persons were active in working for our salvation.
The lesson closes with a scripted worship session featuring Bible passages about the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit.
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Critique

The Trinity is a very difficult subject to teach, and this lesson copes well with the topic. I appreciate the strong
biblical focus on a topic that the Bible doesn't really cover. As with the other lessons in this curriculum, there
is not much for the student to do.

Suggestions
I have no suggestions except that I probably wouldn't want to write a lesson on this topic.

5. The Holy Scriptures

Overview

The emphasis in this lesson is on the question of authority. Which is more authoritative for Friends, the Bible
or the inner testimony of the Holy Spirit? In the opening remarks, the author invites us to contemplate the
ramifications of an extreme position in either direction. The best position, according to the author, is a balanced
one. The truth of the scripture never changes, but we need the inner testimony of the Holy Spirit to help us
understand its meaning for our times. This statement is followed by a long set of Quaker quotes, giving a variety
of Friends positions on the scriptures. The Bible study section is the longest yet, with several passages to study
and several questions asked about each one. The commitment section merely asks students to respond to what
they have learned in this lesson.

Critique

I appreciate the balanced approach of this author, but I wish he had been willing to explore the more extreme
positions more deeply. Students are less likely to appreciate the strength of a balanced doctrine when they
don't experience the effects of a one-sided position. The Bible study is quite good, and will help the students
develop a view of how scripture explains its own role.

Suggestions

I would drop out half of the Quaker quotes, and add some tougher questions to the commitment questions. I
would also want to tell the story of some Friends in history who had a different doctrine of scripture.

6. Justification

Overview

This lesson covers the fall of humanity, the need for justification through Jesus Christ, and sanctification.
Basically it's just one long essay that expounds these doctrines. It's well-written, and easy to understand. There
are many Bible references throughout, but nothing for the student to do. There are no references to Friends until
the section on sanctification, when the author quotes from Everett Cattell and George Fox (extensively), along
with the Bible exposition. The commitment and worship sections invite the student to examine his or her
relationship with God.

Critique
As an essay explaining these doctrines, this lesson is good. As something to teach from, it's not. I fear that any

class taught from this lesson would put half the students to sleep, unless the teacher introduced a lot of
material that is not included here.

Suggestions
The same as with the other lessons: include things for the students to do, to discover truth on their own!
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Let's Be Friends
Barratt, Dorothy (ed.) George Fox Press
1993 124 pages

Unit 1 - The People Called Quakers

Overview

This unit consists of four lessons relating to Friends history. Because they do not directly address the topic of my
curriculum, I have not written separately on each lesson. Briefly, the first lesson covers the history of
Christianity and the beginnings of Quakerism; the second deals with the distinctive witness of early Friends;
the third explores the relationship between evangelism and social action through the efforts of Friends in the
18th and 19th centuries; and the fourth deals with Friends history and Friends diversity.

The four lessons are full of activities to engage the minds of young people. There is a "To Tell the Truth" game
which brings out the facts relating to George Fox's life; an interview with George Fox himself; resource
handouts with stories and biographical sketches; and charts showing the spread of Friends both
organizationally and geographically.

Critique

My criticisms are few, and relate to the appropriateness of some of the suggested activities. The lightning trip
through church history in lesson 1 is too brief and too superficial to have much value, and some of the suggested
activities seem more suitable to younger children (such as coloring in the countries on the map where Friends
missionaries have served). Overall I think that this is an excellent presentation of the most important facts
from Friends history. While the presentation is biased toward evangelical Friends I think that is to be
expected, and anything else would limit the use of this curriculum by its intended audience.

Unit 2: The People Called

Overview

The emphasis in this unit is on discipleship, on what it means to be called by God as one of Christ's followers.
The first lesson has to do with the student's personal walk with Christ, and the necessity of salvation. The
example of William Penn shows the effect of the power of God in a new believer's life. The activities (pipe
cleaner, kids in a tree, "Now that I'm a Christian") do well in getting the students to think personally and
deeply about the meaning of Christ in their lives. The second lesson has to do with living in the Light - what it
means to be a Christian. Examples and stories are drawn from Friends history; in this case, Sarah Haines ("The
Old Lady of Purchase") and Wm. Dewsbury. The Quaker Queries drive these truths home. The third lesson
deals with Friends worship. "The Presence in the Midst" is studied, and the concept of centering down is
discussed. The local worship practice is analyzed, and as an activity students are asked to plan a worship
service. The fourth lesson deals with ministry. Jigsaw and word search puzzle activities help to show what
types of ministries we should be engaged in, and how each of us has a role to play. The practical aspects of
Friends business meetings and the structure of Friends organizations are also discussed here. The fifth lesson
presents the Friends (and biblical!) concept of ministry. Emphasis is given to the fact that all of us are called
and all of us have opportunities for ministry. We choose to distinguish certain leadership gifts and "record"
them, often setting aside funds to support those engaged in serving Christ through the use of these gifts. The
story of Elizabeth Comstock is given as an example. A final section is aimed at helping the students discern
God's call in their own lives.

Critique
This material is excellent, and I'm sure it's been useful with young people in lots of Friends meetings. My only
criticism is the way Friends business meeting practices and Friends organizational structure is shoehorned in

under the topic of ministry. (This happens with other curriculums too!) It just doesn't fit there, and digresses
from the important topics otherwise dealt with.

The examples and stories chosen are excellent, and do much to bring the ideas to life.

Suggestions

I really like the handouts and activities presented here; they do much to engage the mind beyond what can
happen through simple discussion, because they force each person to become involved and to make decisions. I
want to include lots of activities in my curriculum.
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I think the discussion of Friends business meeting practices belongs with the topic of worship, and I find no
place for a discussion of Friends organizations in my curriculum.

Unit 3, Lesson 1: Baptism & Communion

Overview

The goals for this lesson are to present the Friends' understanding of the Bible's teaching on the ordinances of
baptism and communion, to present the spiritual realities behind these two sacraments, and to prepare youth
for a personal experience of these realities. The lesson begins with an assessment of what the students think
about Friends beliefs, through an agree/disagree statement. A short history of sacraments is followed by a brief
Bible study from John 6 (Jesus says to eat his flesh and drink his blood - an obviously non-literal statement). A
discussion of the spiritual reality of communion (special time spent with God) is followed by a skit about the
spiritual reality of baptism. The skit is simply a scripted conversation. Some Quaker Quotes are presented,
followed by a short presentation on sacramental living.

Critique

I think that there were just too many goals for one lesson. Covering history, Bible study, spiritual reality, and
the deeper meaning of two sacraments is just too much. Consequently, the lesson seems choppy as each bit of it is
cut short in order to fit into the time and space constraints. In reality, the class will not cover this in one session,
or if they do, it'll be with minimal participation on the part of the students. The skit is not a very interesting
one; it seems to have been written purely as an alternative to a lecture.

The content is excellent, but it just doesn't go far enough. A lot more could be done in each area, especially in the
final topic, sacramental living.

Suggestions

I like the agree/disagree statement idea; perhaps that could be expanded, forcing students to think about their
own beliefs in this area. I would definitely separate the lesson into two: one on communion, one on baptism, and
expand on each section. I'd especially want to expand the Bible study into one that explores the deeper
realities behind each concept.

Unit 3, Lesson 2: Peacemaking

Overview

The lesson begins with an extensive Bible study covering several passages referring to peace and the peaceful
actions of those who obeyed God. The emphasis is on love, with our attitude to mirror God's. No attempt is
made to deal with Old Testament wars. The Quaker print "None Shall Make Them Afraid" is shown and
discussed, and its story told. This is followed by an extended discussion of what it takes to be a peacemaker in
our culture. Two handouts (an illustration of a peacemaker and a set of agree/disagree statements on a
peacemaker's actions) are used to involve the students in thinking.

Critique

An excellent presentation of the basis for our peace testimony. It would be better if some information was given
to the teacher for handling the inevitable questions (What about the Old Testament wars? What if someone
were to come into your house and attack your family?). But I applaud the positive approach, and the

application of peace principles to daily living (far more important than theoretical arguments). The Bible and
Quaker stories are very helpful as illustrations of the main point.

Suggestions

Perhaps a simulation, or drama, with sets of options to take at each point, in order to show the consequences of
peace as opposed to violence. Also, I might want to distinguish between violence (which may sometimes be
necessary) and the taking of human life (which, in my opinion, is always wrong).

page 29



Curriculum Review - Dave Votaw Let’s Be Friends, by Dorothy Barratt, ed.

Unit 3, Lesson 3: Equality

Overview

The opening activity forces students to experience discrimination, as positive or negative personal
characteristics are pinned on their backs and others are told to treat them as if they were true. This is followed
by an extensive Bible study with questions for each person to answer. The Bible study passages relate to God's
equal treatment of all sorts of people, and to the sin of discrimination. The lesson then tells the story of hat
honor and Friends' rejection of that practice, followed by a discussion of discrimination tendencies in our culture.
The lesson closes with a time of personal reflection through some probing questions.

Critique

I don't think much of the opening activity; there seems to be little point to the game of figuring out which
characteristic you were stuck with based on the way people treat you. I think that most people have been
discriminated against many times in their lives, and are quite familiar with the way it feels. The Bible study
is good, and brings out the scriptural basis for this testimony. I wish more Friends examples and stories had been
put in. There is much evidence of the Friends historic testimony of equality besides hat honor. And I disagree
with the author's contention that our culture has no modern equivalent. In a non-profit organization we tend to
treat the rich much better than we do the poor! The discussion of discrimination practices in our culture is good,
as are the questions at the end.

Suggestions

I'd like to see more Friends emphasis, with a deeper exploration of what this testimony has meant to Friends
through history, and what happened to them as a result. What parallels exist in our culture, and what would
happen if we treated everyone equally? Time for this could be created by leaving out the opening activity. The
testimony on equality may lend itself to a historical re-enactment of a Friends story.

Unit 3, Lesson 4: Honesty and Integrity

Overview

The lesson begins with a discussion of finding a driving purpose for one's life, such as an Olympic runner might
have. Such a purpose leads to integrity. An apple is used as an object lesson. The Friends tradition of honesty in
marketing and sales is cited as an example. Students are ask to examine the impact that a life of integrity
might have on areas of their lives, such as friendships, shopping habits, work habits, speech, etc. An essay is
distributed, which discusses traditional Friends values in these areas. The final portion of the lesson
emphasizes the importance of allowing God to guide your life, walking in the light of Christ.

Critique

This lesson is long on discussion and short on activity. The content is excellent, although I miss not having any
Bible study. There are hints of the Friends testimony on simplicity within the lesson, but it is never directly
addressed; I'm not sure that simplicity is directly implied by honesty and integrity.

Suggestions

I wish there could have been some activity designed to help the students discover the areas of their lives
where they need more integrity. Perhaps a skit illustrating the shock of finding a person of real integrity in our
culture would be helpful.
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Format of the Lessons

Each lesson consists of at least three parts, although some have more.

Handout (for all participants)

Set in a two-column format, this section is intended to be reproduced and given to
each of the participants to read before discussion begins on that lesson. Each
handout is organized in a similar way. After the topic is introduced, relevant
portions of Scripture are examined and the issues and terms are defined. The next
section deals with the traditional Friends approach to the topic, including a
discussion of the development of the Testimony as expressed by various groups of
Friends. The third section of each handout brings up topics for discussion about the
Testimony and how it can be understood and lived by contemporary Friends.

The last page of each handout is a sheet of questions, intended for group discussion.
Space is given on the page for people to write answers or notes for themselves. I
have found that some people in my groups like to take notes on what they learn,
but I always make sure that they know that note-taking is optional!

Outline (for the leader only)

The outlines were my original source of notes for writing the handouts, and I've
found that they are somewhat helpful in teaching, especially if you don’t assume
that people have read the handouts before class. If the class does read the handouts
then they won’t need you to work through the outline, and this will save time.

Questions and Answers (for the leader only)

I have written some suggested answers and guides for discussion for each question
that appears in the handouts. The answers usually refer back to the handout text,
although some give further suggestions and topics for consideration. The written
answers are not intended to be definitive, but you may find them helpful.

Exercises (for all participants)

For some of the lessons I have included additional material which leaders can
reproduce and distribute to the group. Use of this material is entirely optional, and
should be done only if the leader believes it will help members to better understand
the concepts and issues presented in the handout.



Lesson 1: A Testimony as a Communication of Truth

The word testimony means different
things to different people. In a court of
law, a testimony is a statement of facts
from the point of view of a particular
witness. The witness is typically cau-
tioned to stick to verifiable facts, and not
present any opinions or beliefs that can-
not be demonstrated to be true. Among
evangelical Christians, testimony refers
to a story about what God has done, told

the Friends use it: a Testimony is a com-
munication from God to the world,
through the agency of a human life. This
is the definition we will use in this
course. Chapters 3-4 of II Corinthians
help us to understand this definition.
The whole passage develops the concept
of testimony as Friends understand it
(although the word “testimony” is not
used). The verses that relate directly to

the definition are
printed in the box.

by someone who has
been witness to
God’s work. The fo-
cus of the testimony
is on God'’s actions,
not the witness’s
good morals or de-
votion, or anything
particularly good
about the witness.

What do these defi-
nitions have in
common? The testi-

Communication

..the Word became flesh and hved among us, and
‘e have seen his glory” (John 1: 14)

“You yourselves are our letter, wntten on our hearts,
to be known and read by all” (Il Cor. 3:2-3)
- o God

“Not that we are competent of ourselves...
etence is from God” (Il Cor. 3 4—6) o
“For we do not procla1m ourselves we proclaun Jesus
hrist as Lord” (I Cor. 4:5-6)

Communication:
The first chapter
of John’s gospel
says that Jesus is
the Word of God.
The idea of
“Word” is not

easy for us to un-
World

; _ derstand, but it
{“Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it| |, o \voll-known
extends to more and more people, may increase .

mony concerns a thanksngmg, to the glory of God.” (II Cor. 4:15) tcz) J Ohnss Xontgm-
Adanc ; poraries. An ade-

subject that is e)fte_r_ "We have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may quat? explanatlpn
nal to the one giving lbe made clear that this extraordinary power be- of this concept is
the testimony. A longs to God and does not come from us.” (II Cor. beyond the scope
good testimony,  Human Life '; ; | of this lesson, but
then, is objective; it [“And all of us.. .are being transformed into the same | in summary we
does not contain any [image from one degree of glory to another; for this | can say that
subjective elements |comes from the Lord, the Spirit.” (I Cor. 3:18) “Word” refers to a
added by the wit- message Or com-
ness. The witness must stick to the truth munication - not a simple message, but a
as he or she knows it. full expression, a complete idea. In this
sense Jesus was the embodiment of
God’s essence, the complete expression
of God for our world.

; our com-

Friends have created a third definition of
testimony. A Friends Testimony is a dis-
tinctive practice (outward, visible action)
that Friends traditionally follow. For
Friends, testimonies arose out of the
inner conviction that God was directing
their lives. They were compelled to live
according to his Truth, no matter what
consequences followed from the world.

Since we in the church age are entrusted
with the preaching of the gospel, we rep-
resent Christ to our world. We speak
God’s message. In this sense, in a lesser
way than Jesus, we Christians are the
Word of God. This is what Paul means

Consider this definition of testimony as in I Cor. 3:3 by declaring us to be a letter
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from Christ.

God: The message we communicate
must be carefully handled. Since it is
God’s message, it must not be corrupted
or diluted. It must be delivered in God’s
power, according to God’s direction. Paul
urged Timothy (II Tim. 2:15) to “rightly
handle the word of truth.”

We must also be careful to remove per-
sonal concerns from our communica-
tion of God’s Truth. As Paul says in II
Cor. 4:5, we are not preaching ourselves,
we are preaching Christ. We should not
be concerned for our own reputations,
but Christ’s. We should trust in God for
our safety and support, taking the atti-
tude Paul describes in Philippians 4:10-
19.

World: We must never lose sight of the
purpose of our Testimony - it is being
given for the sake of those who do not
know God. God has charged us with the
crucial task of bringing the gospel to a
world that does not know Christ. We
must always evaluate our work with this
goal in mind.

Agency: As humans we are the stewards
of God’s message. We are imperfect, but
still we have been chosen by God to rep-
resent Christ and the gospel. Paul says
something quite unexpected in II Cor. 4:7
- he says that our imperfections, our
weaknesses can have the effect of show-
ing to the world just how perfect and
powerful God is!

This does not mean that we should try to
increase our imperfections and weak-
nesses! (See Romans 6:1) What it means
is that we must not let our human foi-
bles discourage us from doing God'’s
work, delivering Truth to the world.
God has chosen us to do this.

Human life: The benefits of bearing
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God’s message to the world are not lim-
ited to those outside the church. We
Christians are transformed by the pro-
cess! As we go about the world, repre-
senting Christ and Truth, God is at work
in us, conforming us to the image of
Christ.

The Immediate Presence of Christ

One of the strongest Friends emphases is
the doctrine that Christ is present to each
of us, personally, right now. No person,
no hierarchy, no book, must come bet-
ween you and Christ. Friends have used
several different phrases to describe this
truth - among them are The Light of
Christ Within and The Present Teacher.

This is a powerful doctrine, and it has
many implications. But it can also be
dangerous doctrine. What happens
when Christians hear the voice of Christ
in conflicting ways? Friends recognized
this danger, and made a point of ac-
knowledging the presence of Christ in
community as well as in individuals. In
community with other Friends, we learn
to distinguish the voice of Christ as he
speaks to us, and the community experi-
ence helps us to guard against misunder-
standing.

Timeless and Timely

Through this experience of corporate lis-
tening and obedience to Christ, Friends
Testimonies have been developed over
many years. Many of them have changed
over the years, as Friends grew in their
understanding of God’s Truth. In one
sense the Testimonies are timeless: they
are an expression of the Truth of God’s
Word, and that never changes. But as an
expression the Testimonies must change
to match the people and the times in
which they are expressed. Otherwise, the
world will not hear Gods” Word, and the

MURDOCK LEARNING RESOURCE CENTER
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communication won’t be complete. The
danger of failing to ensure the timeliness
of testimonies is that they may lose their
ability to effectively communicate God’s
Truth. That sort of Testimony isn’t
worth keeping.

It’s not always easy to separate the time-
less aspects of a Testimony from the
timely. To do so, we must carefully look
at reason, Scripture, tradition, and ex-
perience. The challenge is to interpret
the Testimony for today’s society; to find
contemporary expressions of timeless
Truth.

If we successfully meet this challenge, we
will become effective communicators of
God’s Truth. God’s Truth is powerful!
The Truth will change us as well.
Friends who faithfully live the Testimo-
nies find themselves encouraged in their
walk with Christ, and more effective as
his disciples.

This, then, is the task of these lessons: to
help you gain an understanding of the
timeless aspect of Friends Testimonies,
and to explore ways of incorporating
these truths into your life and times. To
do so, we will study the Bible, stories
from Friends history, and practices of
contemporary Friends.

s
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Questions for Lesson 1

1. What does the word “testimony” mean?

2. What do the various definitions of “testimony” have in common?

3. The word testimony is not used in the Bible in the same way that Friends use it.
How does the Bible support the Friends concept of testimony?

4. How are testimonies developed?

6. What can happen to a testimony over time?

7. How can Friends make sure that a testimony continues to communicate accurate-
ly and effectively?

8. Which testimonies are no longer effectively communicating God’s Truth?

9. How should Friends observance of the testimonies be evaluated?



Lesson 1 Outline

¢ Definition of Testimony - a Testimony is a communication
from God to the world, through the agency of a human life.
¢ Quotes

© “A testimony is an outward expression of an inward leading of the
Spirit, or an outward sign of what Friends believe to be an inward
revelation of truth.” - Cooper, p. 101

¢ “The testimonies begin as matters of personal decision when people
decide to take personal responsibility for something. However, more is
involved in the adoption of the testimonies than a change in personal
attitudes. We have seen that the underlying conception of testimony is
that it is a form of communication. If it does not say something to
somebody else, it can scarcely be a testimony.” - Punshon, p. 27.

+ Bible Study

¢ communication

© And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have
seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace
and truth. (John 1:14)

© “You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, to be
known and read by all; and you show that you are a letter of
Christ, prepared by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit
of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human

hearts.” (Il Cor. 3:2-3)
+ God

© “Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward
God. Not that we are competent of ourselves to claim anything
as coming from us; our competence is from God, who has made us
competent to be ministers of a new covenant, not of letter but of
spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.” (Il Cor. 3:4-
6)

© “For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as
Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus' sake. For it is the
God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," who has shone
in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Jesus Christ.” (Il Cor. 4:5-6)

¢ world
© “Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to
more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory
of God.” (II Cor. 4:15)
¢ agency
o “But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made
clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not
come from us.” (Il Cor. 4.7)

¢ human life
© “And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord
as though reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the
same image from one degree of glory to another; for this comes
from the Lord, the Spirit.” (Il Cor. 3:18)



¢ Development of Testimony

¢ The immediate presence of Christ
© Nothing comes between us and Christ
o Danger of misunderstanding - confusing the Holy Spirit with the
human spirit
¢ The paradox of Testimony: individual freedom vs. the

sense of the meeting
o “Fox laid down no rules for his followers. He formulated no
prohibitions. He was easy and lenient toward those who were in the
army or navy and who nevertheless wanted to become ‘Children of the
Light.” He always left them free to ‘follow their Light.””” - Jones, p. 106

o While Friends believe that each person is personally responsible for
understanding truth ultimately only from God, yet they also believe
that God'’s revelation of truth is consistent from person to person. This
paradox leads to the group effort known as arriving at the sense of the
meeting,

o Testimonies are usually developed by groups of Friends, going through a
process of understanding the Truth and determining its implications for
life.

o Friends should always speak the Truth as they understand it. They
should not quench the expression of Truth for the sake of unity on the
surface. But in that expression they must be careful to distinguish
preference from conscience.

o When Friends disagree, they must seek unity by following the leading
of Christ, Who is present. This is not an easy process. It requires much
prayer and inner searching. Friends should proceed cautiously, trusting
God to reveal more of His plan at a later time.

¢ Testimony as a process
o Testimonies may change over time - each person must learn the Truth
and communicate it in a way appropriate for the life he or she leads.

© Sometimes a sense of the meeting that seems obvious today (e.. that
slavery is wrong and therefore we should work to end it) is arrived at
only through much time and discussion and disagreement. It is a process
through which Friends arrive at a corporate understanding of the
Truth.

o The implications of a testimony can grow with time. The testimony of
Equality developed into a testimony against slavery only through
several generations of understanding,.

¢ Testimony distinguished from tradition

© We do things according to tradition simply because we’ve done them
that way before. We do something as a testimony because we believe
we are communicating God’s Truth.

o Testimonies are the expression of unchanging Truth. The Truth does not
change, but the way it is communicated must change if it is not to
become meaningless. Testimony must never descend into mere tradition.

o Traditions are important: they represent the handing down of
Testimonies from one generation to the next. They must never be



discarded simply because they are traditions - they must be examined
and evaluated.

¢ The problem of Testimony: separating the timeless from
the timely

© “Into the use of thee and thou was packed the symbolism of belief in
the equal dignity of all men—a symbolism now just reversed, a badge of
separation and group consciousness, setting us apart from other men. As
such, the use of thee and thou ought to be dropped, but we suffer from
the weakness with which we charge ritualists—the symbol has
received rich historic incrustations of sentiment, and is retained after
the vital life is gone.” - Kelly, p. 69

© We must continue to examine the Truth and evaluate our Testimony in
its light.

¢ Effect of Testimony

¢ Testimonies seek to transform the world for the kingdom of God. They must
have as their effect the production of God’s good work, or they must not
continue. They are to be evaluated by the effectiveness of their communication
of God’s Truth and God's purposes.

o Testimonies seek to change the world into one more closely aligned to God's
kingdom. The values of this world and its kingdoms are nothing compared to
the value of God’s Truth - therefore Friends do not consider the worldly
consequences of obedience to the Spirit.

© Testimonies serve to encourage and strengthen Friends in the principles of life
that they have voluntarily chosen. Thus they have the effect of spiritual
formation and are a guide to personal righteousness.

o The truth of a testimony comes from God, not from us. This truth calls us to
repentance; it is our lives that are open to question, not the truth. The truth
judges us - we do not judge it.



Questions for Lesson 1

1. What does the word “testimony” mean?

Possible answers: spoken evidence given in courtroom, verbal witness of God'’s actions,
one's personal life as a testimony.

2. What do the various definitions of “testimony” have in common?

A testimony is a communication of truth (facts). The source of the truth is external to
the one giving the testimony - i.e., the witness is simply conveying what was known to
be true already, not making up new information.

3. The word testimony is not used in the Bible in the same way that Friends
use it. How does the Bible support the Friends concept of testimony?

See the Bible study in this lesson. The idea of a “testimony” is conveyed by the concepts
developed by Paul in II Corinthians 3 & 4. It might also be a good idea to review John 1
and do some research on John’s use of “Word” (logos).

4. How are testimonies developed?

They begin with the immediate, real presence of Christ. Sometimes an individual
receives a “leading” or “concern” which only later comes to be shared by others.
Recognizing the danger in purely individual leadings, Friends gather in community to
make decisions. Unity is sought through the discernment of God’s will and the
distinguishing of preference from conscience. Through this group process more errors are
avoided, testimonies become more powerful communications to the world, and more
Friends are encouraged and strengthened by them.

6. What can happen to a testimony over time?

It’s possible that a testimony might lose the effectiveness of its communication simply
because of changes in culture and cultural values. Friends should be evaluating their
communication, making sure that the right message is getting across.

7. How can Friends make sure that a testimony continues to communicate
accurately and effectively?

Ask themselves why they are doing what they are doing. Make sure that God'’s truth is
being communicated. Follow the leadership of Christ in decision-making.

8. Which testimonies are no longer effectively communicating God’s Truth?

This one can be controversial! The goalhere is not to make any final decisions, but to
explore ways of distinguishing Testimony from tradition by citing various examples.
Examine behaviors in your church that are distinctive to Friends. Ask members of the
class why they think things are done this way. Their answers may be illuminating!

9. How should Friends observance of the testimonies be evaluated?

Perhaps the best way is to ask people what they understand when they observe these
things. If they have learned God’s Truth, then the Testimony is effective.



Lesson 2: The Presence of Christ

You're a Christian, right? You want to
please God with your life. That’s good - but
how do you know what’s right and what’s
wrong? Where do you get your answers to
the moral questions of life? The obvious
answer for any Christian is “From God, of
course” - but we want to dig a little deeper.
How does God speak to you? Different
people hear from God in different ways.
Most of us learn God’s word for us in the
Bible, in the traditions of the church, and
from our personal experiences of his
presence in prayer and other times spent
with him.

Through the years since the Church was
founded, various groups of Christians have
chosen to give priority to one of these three
sources of God’s authority over the other
two.

orthodoxy.

Friends stand between these two ways of
thinking. They gladly receive God’s
speaking through the traditions and
leadership of the church and through the
Bible. But they will allow neither the
church nor the scripture to stand between
them and God. Friends believe that God
also speaks to us directly. God speaks to us
directly through his Holy Spirit. Friends,
following the New Testament, speak of this
in varied ways; sometimes Christ as Present
Teacher, sometimes as the Spirit of God or
the Holy Spirit guiding or teaching.
Whatever the language, the fact that God
teaches us directly has been a special
emphasis of Friends from the beginning.

Friends have used many different terms for

looking for sources of God's authority

Friends

Catholics

Catholics historically have looked to the
church for their primary source of
authority. They place a high value on
traditions, on the hierarchy of saints and
church authorities, on the corporate
decision. God’s authority is expressed to
individuals through the church as a
mediator.

Protestants protest against that way of
thinking, and find supreme authority in the
Bible. They place a high value on correctly
understanding, interpreting, and preaching
the scripture. It is important to Protestants
to have the correct interpretation of a
passage of scripture, and they frequently
create creeds as a representation and test of

the Holy Spirit and the inner presence of
Christ. Not all of these terms are equivalent,
and different groups of Friends give them
different shades of meaning. John 1:9
(“The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world.”) is
an important scripture for Friends. The
“light” referred to by John is Jesus Christ.
This verse indicates that the Light is present
and available to every person. Friends have
used terms like the “Light of Christ
Within”, or the “Real Presence.”

The New Testament also speaks of the
inner presence of the Holy Spirit. The Holy
Spirit’s role was described by Jesus and
recorded in John 14, and amplified by Paul
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in Romans 8. Jesus promised his disciples
that the Spirit would be their Counselor,
and also work to bring people to faith (John
16:7-11).

The Light of Christ and the Holy Spirit are
not the same thing, but their roles are
similar. Robert Barclay, the first Friends
theologian, found the idea of a “seed” (used
by Jesus in the parable of the sower, Luke
8:5-11) to be helpful in understanding this
role:

First, God, who out of his infinite love sent his
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, into the world, and
who tasted death for everyone, has given a
certain day or time of visitation to everyone,
whether Jew or Gentile...

Secondly, for this purpose God has
communicated and given a measure of the light
of his own Son, a measure of grace, or a measure
of the Spirit to every man. The scripture
describes this gift by several names. Sometimes
it is the seed of the kingdom, Mat. 13:18-19; the
light that makes all things manifest, Eph. 5:13;
the word of God, Rom. 10:17; a manifestation of
the Spirit for some useful purpose, I Cor. 12:7; a
talent, Mat. 25:15; a little leaven, Mat. 13:33; or
the gospel preached to every creature, Col. 1:23.

Thirdly, God, in and by this light and seed,
invites, calls, exhorts and strives with every
man, in order to save him. If the light is
received and not resisted, it works the salvation
of all, even of those who are ignorant of the
death and suffering of Christ, and of Adam’s
fall.!

As Barclay states, there are many names
used in the Bible for this gift of God.

Many have confused the Inner Light with
the conscience. There is a fundamental
difference, however. The conscience is an
attribute of humanity - everyone is born
with a conscience, just like everyone is born
with a nose. The Inner Light, on the other
hand, is clearly not a natural attribute of a
human. It is Wholly Other - something that

! Barclay, Robert. Barclay’s Apology in Modern
English, Dean Freiday, ed. Elberon, N.]., 1967, p. 83
[originally published in 1678]
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is within us, but comes from God, who is
outside of us.

Similarly, many have equated the Inner
Light with the Image of God. But the Image
of God is something that the first humans
were created with. Genesis 1:27 is very clear
about that. The Image of God (whatever it
consists of - this is a topic beyond the scope
of this lesson) is definitely an attribute of
humanity.

Human attributes are subject to the taint of
sin. The conscience, for example, can be
damaged (by repeated sin) to the point
where it is no longer a reliable guide. The
Inner Light of Christ is not so frail. It can be
ignored or denied, and God can even
withdraw his presence from us, but he
cannot be damaged.

The Work of the Holy Spirit

Briefly, the Inner Presence has three
functions. They are closely related, yet
distinct in terms of their effects. The Holy
Spirit brings people into a saving
relationship with God, guides God’s people
in daily living, and brings God’s people to
spiritual maturity. Note that all these
functions have more to do with life than
with knowledge. The inner presence of
Christ is a practical, day-to-day experience,
not something to make theories about.

A Saving Relationship with God. When
John wrote about “The true light, which
enlightens everyone” (John 1:9) he was
referring to the light seed of Christ. Of
course the Inner Light does not force
anyone to be a Christian. Barclay says that if
it is received and not resisted, it will bring
salvation.

A Guide for Daily Living. Since Friends
believe that God speaks directly to us
through the Holy Spirit, we look to him as a
guide for life. But we know by experience
that we can be fooled - it is all too easy to
confuse our human spirit for the Holy
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Spirit. That is why we come together as
Friends, to seek God’s will in community.
Together we can discern his will, and learn
how we should live.

A Maker of Disciples (Mature Christians).
As we continue to live in the knowledge of
his presence, the Holy Spirit helps us to
grow to maturity in Christ. Our point of
view comes more and more in line with
God’s. We begin to see ourselves, other
people, and our world as God sees them.
The Holy Spirit helps us to grow through
prayer, through the church, and through
the reading of the Bible.

The Bible, of course, is a special revelation
of God to us. His Holy Spirit inspired the
people who wrote the Bible, and that same
Spirit acts as a personal interpreter to us as
we read it. Because of this, we know that the
Holy Spirit can never lead us contrary to
scripture. Therefore the Bible is a principal
source of authority for Friends. It serves as a
standard against which our leadings can be
tested.

But the Bible is not our only source of
authority. It must never be seen as “God in
a package.” God is alive - a living Person -
and cannot be condensed into a set of
words. When we read the Bible, the Holy
Spirit speaks to us. Thomas Kelly wrote in
The Eternal Promise “...there is no
substitute for immediacy of revelation. Each
individual soul must and can have direct
illumination inside himself, from the
living, revealing Spirit of God, now, today,
for he is active in this world.”?

A Faith Commitment

If we understand that the Holy Spirit makes
the Truth known to each individual soul
through the Bible, we can begin to
understand why Friends have traditionally
been a non-creedal church. A creed is a set
of beliefs that are written down - a

? Kelly, Thomas. The Eternal Promise. New York:
Harper & Row, 1966, p. 53
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particular interpretation of the Bible as
given to a particular set of people at a
particular time. Since God cannot be
confined to a particular set of words, but is
always an alive and active Person, it is a
mistake to confuse intellectual assent to a
creed with knowing God.

It comes down to the difference between
intellectual assent and an active trust. It is
relatively easy to believe that a set of facts is
true, but it is another thing entirely to
believe in (commit your life to) a person,
even to God. To have faith is to risk
everything. What we find when we step out
in faith, however, is that God is real, and
that Christ is truly present in us.

The effect of Christ’s presence in us is to
cause us to become like him, to remove the
tarnish from God’s image in us. This is
called “discipleship.” It comes from the
same root word as “discipline,” and it can
indeed be a painful process. The Inner Light
of Christ illumines every part of our lives,
bringing out in the open what was hidden
in darkness. Sin thus exposed must be cut
away and removed in order for growth to
continue.

Learning to Listen to Christ

John Woolman’s Journal has been
particularly helpful to many Friends -
through the years as an example of the
working of the Holy Spirit in the life of one
whose life was dedicated to God. It is
fascinating to read the account of the way
Woolman’s mind was changed and his
opinions informed as he continued to
experience the presence of Christ in his life.

“Thus for some months, [ had great trouble, there
remaining in me an unsubjected will which rendered
my labors fruitless, till at length through the merciful
continuance of heavenly visitations I was made to
bow down in spirit before the Lord... Thus being
brought low, he helped me; and as I learned to bear
the cross I felt refreshment come from his presence...
AslI lived under the cross and simply followed the
openings of Truth my mind from day to day was more
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enlightened... Though I had been thus strengthened to
bear the cross, I still found myself in great danger,
having many weaknesses attending me and strong
temptations to wrestle with... And as I was thus
humbled and disciplined under the cross, my
understanding became more strengthened to
distinguish the language of the pure Spirit which
inwardly moves upon the heart, and taught me to
wait in silence, sometimes many weeks together, until
I felt that rise which prepares the creature.” *

- from John Woolman'’s Journal

Woolman’s language is archaic, but a
couple of rereadings will show you that he
is dealing with the same difficulty we all
face - knowing the difference between God'’s
Spirit and our human spirit (which
Woolman calls “the creature”).

All of us have to learn to listen to that
voice. Sometimes the learning can be a
struggle. The process is different for each
one of us. The diagram to the right is not
intended to be normative, but descriptive of
the process that each of us most go through
in order to hear and understand Christ’s
speaking to us. Your diagram might be
different. It may be helpful to know these
patterns, so that we can recognize (and
thereby embrace) God’s work in our lives.

The wonderful thing is that as we learn to
listen we learn to know and to do God'’s
will, through the process of becoming like
Christ. It may be more encouraging to think
of the process not as a cycle but as an
upward spiral, as the Holy Spirit makes you
more like Christ each time around.

* Woolman, John. Journal. Philadelphia: Friends
Book Store, 1914, pp. 56-61.
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Questions for Lesson 2

1. How do you know what is right and what is wrong for you to do as a Christian?
Through what sources does God guide you? Different Christians emphasize different
sources of guidance. The diagrams below illustrate, in general, the emphases of different
churches. (You may disagree with the percentages shown - that’s okay.) What about your
church? Yourself? Draw pie charts to illustrate the relative priority of the sources of
guidance in your church and in your own life.

Sources of Guidance - Catholic

T

54 Church (Tradition) Sources of Guidance - Your Church
Personal Experience

B

Church (Tradition)
Personal Experience

Sources of Guidance - Protestant

Mo

Church (Tradition) Sources of Guidance - You
Personal Experience

-

Sources of Guidance - Friends Church (Tradition)
Personal Experience

T

Church (Tradition)
Personal Experience
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2. Read the scriptures cited by Barclay in the quote on page 2. What do all of these terms
have in common? How are they distinct?

3. Why is it important to understand that the conscience is not the same as the Holy Spirit?

4. How does the Holy Spirit work through the church? through the reading of the Bible?

5. What’s the difference between intellectual assent and a faith commitment?

6. How does the Holy Spirit help us to become mature in Christ?

7. How have you learned to recognize the inner voice of Christ?

©1996, by Dave Votaw
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Lesson 2 Outline: The Inner Presence of Christ
I. Sources of Authority
A In our lives

1. Church or traditions

2.Bible or creeds

3. Personal Experiences - Prayer

B. Different church emphases

1. For Catholics - the church, the traditions, the hierarchy, the corporate decision. God's
authority is mediated by special people chosen by God for that role. Dangers: God cannot be
present without these special people. These people may take on the role of God for those who
listen to them. Potential of corruption from power.

2. For Protestants - the Bible is the source of authority, and its words are condensed into creeds
which serve as tests of orthodoxy. Thus that which was spirit becomes law, that which was
alive becomes stagnant. Protestants fall prey to the same problems that the Jews faced - the
teachers of the Law, those who can interpret the Scripture, hold the power.

3. For Friends - the presence of Christ within (Holy Spirit, Inner Light) is the source of
authority. The church and the Bible both assist in the understanding of His will. Danger:
confusion of the human spirit with the Holy Spirit.

Il. Bible Studies
A. Convicting the world of sin
1.John 15:26
2.John 16:7-8
B. Guiding God’s people in life
1.John 14:16-20
2.John 14:26
C. Bringing us to maturity in Christ
1.Romans 8:5-17
I1l. Terminology
A. Confusing terms

1. The Light of Christ Within

2. The Holy Spirit

3. Conscience

4. The Image of God

B. The Light Within = The Holy Spirit

1. Liberal Friends might disagree with this equation. They tend to talk more about the Light and
less about the Holy Spirit.

2. Quotes
a) “Early Friends believed that if they waited in the Light and walked in the Light they would

be endued with power to overcome sin and moral darkness and come into the Light of the
glory of God. This victory over sin and evil constituted a doctrine of perfection: if they
responded to the Light of Christ, they would be empowered to live up to the measure of the
light that was given them.” - Cooper, p. 13
b ) “The Quaker discovery and message has always been that God still lives and moves, works
and guides, in vivid immediacy, within the hearts of men.” - Kelly, p. 20
C. Conscience = Light Within

1. The Image of God > Conscience; Image of God # Holy Spirit

a) The Image of God consists of those attributes of humanity that are held in common (similar
in kind but not in power) with God. Conscience, the capacity for moral reasoning, is one of
those attributes, but there is more to the Image of God than conscience.
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b ) The Image of God is not the Holy Spirit. The Image of God relates to the attributes of
humanity. The Holy Spirit is not an attribute of humanity - it is God Himself, present in
our lives in a very personal way.

¢) The Light Within (Holy Spirit) is alive. It is God, active within us. Our sense of His
presence grows, as does His cumulative effect on our lives. When He speaks to us, we
know His voice - it is not our own voice.

2. Conscience is the capacity for moral choice. It brings a moral dimension to daily
decision-making.

3. Conscience is shaped by environment: culture, upbringing, etc. The Holy Spirit is the
unchanging God.

4. “The Light Within is not to be identified with or confused with conscience and reason, but both

can and need to be illuminated by the Light of Christ.” - Cooper, p. 14

5. The Light Within must come from outside of us, if it is to transform us into the likeness of

Christ.

IV. roles of the Holy Spirit or Light Within (closely related, not distinct)
A. to bring people into fellowship with God
1. The Light of Christ acts as a “seed” - it will grow in fertile soil (parable of sower).
2. Without that seed, it would not be possible to know God.
3. The Holy Spirit works in the heart of the unbeliever to bring the knowledge of God and his need
for Him.
4.God does not force anyone into fellowship with Him - we have to make the choice.
B. to guide God’s children in daily living
1.We have direct access to God, every day. But we know that we can be fooled into confusing our
human spirit with the Holy Spirit.
2. The Holy Spirit and the church

a) All Friends are equal before God. None has exclusive or special access to His Word. God can
speak to and through anyone.

b ) The meeting becomes a community, which seeks to know God corporately. This serves as a
check on the confusion of the human spirit with the Holy Spirit. Decisions are made by
groups seeking the leading of the Holy Spirit.

¢ ) The effect of this should be that we trust each other and are open to learning from each
other. But sometimes the effect is “My Holy Spirit's as good as yours.”

C. to bring God’s children to spiritual maturity
1. The Holy Spirit and scripture

a) The Holy Spirit that inspired the authors of the books of the Bible is the same Holy Spirit
that dwells within us. He will not contradict Himself. Therefore the Bible is a primary
source of authority for Friends. It serves as a standard against which our leadings can be
tested.

b ) Scripture must always be interpreted by the Holy Spirit working in the mind of the
believer. In this way the words of the Spirit are always alive, always current, always
relevant.

( 1) “Quakers make a special approach to the Bible. Not merely by exegesis, not merely by
grammar and Greek lexicon do we squeeze out the meaning of the texts, not merely
understanding the historical setting of a book like Amos or Hosea or Isaiah do we find
its meaning. We can go back into that Life within whom Amos and Isaiah lived, that Life
in God’s presence and vivid guidance, then we understand the writings from within.” -
Kelly, p. 56
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(2 ) Fundamentalist Protestants run the risk of “bibliolatry” - equating the Bible with
God. They forget that God is a Person. He is alive. We can know Him now. And if we don’t
- if our only experience of God is through the interpretation of the Bible - our faith is
misplaced. We don't really know Him without personal experience of His presence.

¢ ) A particular interpretation of the scripture must not be given the weight of the scripture
itself. As soon as an interpretation is written down, it dies (in that it can no longer
change). That interpretation now stands between the believer and the Bible. It must not
represent or replace the Truth of God, which must be experience directly.

(1) “..ther