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HARRY FRITZ, Executive Secretary 1221 Baltimore, Kansas City, Mo. 64105 — (816) 842-5050

September 8, 1977

TO : NAIA Cross Country Coaches
SUBJECT: NATA National Cross Country Rankings for 1977

FROM : Wally Schwartz, Assistant Executive Director, NATA

The NATIA National Office will process NAIA National Cross Country ranking this
year beginning on Thursday September 15th and running each week through Novem-

ber 10th.

The rankings will be given to both AP and UPI in Kansas City each Thursday. As

a coach you can exert a major influence in the promotion of your sport. The
National Office can only ensure that the rankings are given to the wire services,
while you can see that the wire services use them. Please take the time to
contact your local sports writer and ask him to request that the NAIA Cross
Country rankings be wired to his paper each week from the Kansas City office.

The wire services will move only those items where interest exists. We have the
power to exert that influence., Lets use it. ‘

Listed on the other side are the 12 coaches who will serve on the NAIA Cross

Country rating committee. They are giving of their ‘time, talent and money to
make this successful. Please be sure that these raters and our office are on
your mailing list to receive all results and other Cross Country promotional

material.

% Thanks.



OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION

=) PACIFIC
’ l INIVERSITY

FOREST GROVE, OREGON 87116 Sports Information
Lono Waiwaiole

Telephone : 357 ~151 -ext. 220 or 376

ATTENTION SPORTS v Oct. 10, 1977
Cross Country Release #4

BOXER HARRIERS LINE UP FOR L-C INVITATIONAL AND OCE RUN

Pacific University's cross country squads move into action
on. separate fronts again this week, but both took similar strides in
the right direction last weekend.

The men's téam tried the Oregon State Invitational last
Saturday without téam captain Dave Nees, and the results were en-
couraging, .- The Boxers finished fifth in a five-team field while Nees’
was tied up in some testing, but John Sides showed signs of bouncing
back from his bout with illness and Jon McDowell surgéd into the
scoring five for the first time., Terry Sullivan was the first Boxer
to finish, followed by Sides, McDowell, Joe Gross, Vance Brown and
Tom Williams,

. Meanwhile, the women's team finished third“at the Mt. Hood
CC Invitational, VChristy Hendry led the Boxers with a seventh-place
verformance. Annie Hernandez was next (11lth), fpllowed by Linda
Waples (13th), Phyllis Fong (14th), Cheryl McRae (16th) and Alicia
Gonzales (17th). |

Nexf up for the women is a tough test at Oregon College of
Education, The men will tackle Portland's Pier Pérk course again, this
time disguised as the Lewis & Clark Invitational.
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 ATTENTION SPORTS Sept. 19, 1977
Cross Country Release #1 o

Pacific University's cross country runners take their
first test of thé season Saturday at the University of Portland
Invitational at Pier Park, |

Coach George Evans views his second season with "cautibus

'optimism." The Boxers lost a pair of outstanding seniors from the

i 1976 squad in Tom Cason and Roger Hansen, but #11 of the under-
classmen returned. Co-coach Mike Steele calls this a "rebuilding
year," but with more material than usual, |

Leadiné the veferans is senior team captain Dave Nees,

hree-year letterman who was Al11-NAJA District 2 last seaéon.
Also back fof'another tour in Baxer threads are Joe Gross, Brian
Beattie, Terry Sullivan, John Sides and Russ Rodriguez. New
rupnérs on t e team are freshmen Vance Brown, Tom Williams and
Scott Thompsonfand transfer John McDowell,

Evans is also working with a women's team, a first for
Pacific., Gail Alexander, Jean Grunst, Christy Heﬁdry, Phyllis
Fong, Cheryl McRae, Kathy Senske, Harumi Steele and Arnie
Fernandez are the pioneers of that group.,

Both squads will participaté in thé meet'Saturdiy,
but the women will not be scored, The starting timé at Pier

Park is.11:00 a.m,
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ATTENTION SPORTS - Sept. 26, 1977
Cross Country Release #2

CRIPPLED BOXERS PREPARE FOR WILLAMETTE INVITATIONAL RUN

Pacific University's hobbled harriers this week are working
towards their first appearance of 1977 at Salen's Bush Park,

The occasion is the Willamette Invitational Saturday, and.
the Boxers hope to improve upon a disappointing performance last
Saturday at the University of Portland Invitational. Co-coaches Mike
Steele and George Evans held veterans Brian Beattie, John Sides and
Russ Rodriguez out of action due to assorted injuries, and the six-
man o~ad that did participate was buried in the team scoring.

Although official results are still forthcoming, senior
wvuve ne€S was the first Boxer to finish-~-and he was the 44th runner
to complete the Pier Park course, Terry Sullivén, Joe Gross, Tom
Williams, Vance Brown and Jon McDowell were the other Pacific stri@ers
able to compete.

Among the Northwest Conference schools participating in
Pértland, Steele was especially impressed by Lewis & Clark'and
defending NWC champion Willamette, "They looked good," Steele
commented, ''We définitely have our work cut out for us this season."

The next piece of that assignment will commence at>11:00 a.m,

Saturday in Salem.
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ATTENTION SPORTS Oct. 17, 1977
Crogs Country Release #5

BOXER HARRIERS CONTINUE TO IMPROVE

Pacific University's cross country squads will join forces
thiss weekend for an appearance at the Pacific Lutheran Invitational
Saturday, and most of the signs are encouraging.

The men's team will be defending the title it won in the
same race last year, but it won't take a repeat to make coaches George
Evans and Mike Steele happy.

"If we can continue to show the kind of individual improve-

lave been getting," Steele says, "we'll be up in the middle
.ck soméwhere." The Boxers have been tfailing their Northwest
Conference competition all season, but the gap is closing. Thanks
to fine efforts by Terry Sullivan (27th), John Sides (30th), Joe
Gross (54th) and Vance Brown (70th), Pacific came within four points
of Linfield in the Lewis & Clark Invitational last weekend.

The other scorer for the Boxers was team captain Dave Nees,
who finished a sup-par 44th., Tom Williams and Jon McDowell both
trailed Bfown by three seconds or less, and injury-plagued Russ
Rodriguez was less than 40 seconds in back of 1 em.

The women will be making their first trip to Tacoma. -

They finished fourth in the Oregon College of Education Invitational
last weekend, with Christy Hendry the top finisher'(ZOth). The
other Boxer scorérs were Annie Hernandez, Phyllis Fong, Alicia Gon-

zales and Cheryl McRae.
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Upon Receipt October 20, 1977

Subj: NAIA National Cross Country Rankings, Fifth Report

KANSAS CITY, MO. --- Only three teams - frontrunners Adams State College
(Colo.) and Indiana University (Pa.) and seventh ranked Fort Hays State University
(Kan.) - were able to hold onto their positions of a week ago as the NAIA's fifth

cross country ranking of the season is characterized by a flurry of position changes.

Pittsburg State University (Kan.) received some favorable attention this
week, moving up a spot to third displacing the University of Wisconsin-LaCrosse, now
in fourth while Saginaw Valley State College (Mich.) is listed fifth after being

ATl A ‘--.,\ek ago.

Lewis University (I11.) is ranked sixth - lower than they were last week;

s at seventh; Pembroke State University (N.C.) two spots down at eighth;
Oklahoma Christian College up to eighth from 1lth and Eastern Washington Uni-
vergity, 10th from 12th. Defending national champion Edinboro State College (Pa.)

dropped out of this week's top ten, placing llth.

NATIA NATIONAIL CROSS COUNTRY RANKINGS
Fifth Report

Last
Rank Week School Points
1 1 Adams State College (Colo.) 177
2 2 Indiana University (Pa.) 162
3 4 Pittsburg State University (Kan.) 138
4 3 University of Wisconsin-LaCrosse 134
5 8 Saginaw Valley State College (Mich.) 130
6 5 Lewis University (I1l.) 122
7 7 Fort Hays State University (Kan.) 103
8 6 Pembroke State University (N.C.) 78
9 11 Oklahoma Christian College 73
10 12 Eastern Washington University 61
11 9 Edinboro State College (Pa.) 55
12 -- University of Wisconsin-Parkside 38
13 14 Harding College (Ark.) 32
14 13 University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point 27
15 10 Malone College (Ohio) 21

Others receiving votes: Angelo State TEX; Baptist College SC; Berry College GA; Black
Hills State College SD; California Lutheran; Cumberland College KY; Emporia State
University KAN; ubbock Christian College TEX; Point Loma
College CALIF; __. -cvs cevcmcpe ssmsmry, wawON Fraser University CANADA; Slippery Rock
State College PA; Willamette University ORE.
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETICS

1221 BALTIMORE
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64105

RELEASE:

Upon Receipt ' October 20, 1977
Subj: NAIA National Cross Country Rankings, Fifth Report

; KANSAS CITY, MO. --- Only three teams - frontrumners Adams State College
(Colo.) and Indiana University (Pa.) and seventh ranked Fort Hays State University
(Kan.) -~ were able to hold onto their positions of a week ago as the NAIA's fifth

cross country ranking of the season is characterized by a flurry of position changes.

Pittsburg State University (Kan.) received some favorable attention this
week, moving up a spot to third displacing the University of Wisconsin-LaCrosse, now
in fourth while Saginaw Valley State College (Mich.) is listed fifth after being

eighth a week ego.

Lewis University (I11.) is ranked sixth - lower than they were last week;
Fort Hays is at seventh; Pembroke State University (N.C.) two spots down at eighth;
Oklahoma Christian College up to eighth from lith and Eastern Washington Uni-
versity, 10th from 12th. Defending national champien Edinboro State College (Pa.)
dropped out of this week's top ten, placing llth.

NATA NATIONAL CROSS COUNTRY RANKINGS
Fifth Report

Last
Rank Week School Points
1 1 Adams State College (Colo.) 177
2 2 Indiana University (Pa.) 162
3 4 Pittsburg State University (Kan.) 138
4 3 University of Wisconsin-LaCrosse 134
5 8 Saginaw Valley State College (Mich.) 130
6 5 Lewis University (Ill.) 122
7 7 Fort Hays State University (Kan.) 103
8 6 Pembroke State University (N.C.) 78
9 11 Oklahoma Christian College 73
10 12 Eastern Washington University 61
11 9 Edinboro State College (Pa.) 55
12 - University of Wisconsin-Parkside 38
13 14 Harding College (Ark.) 32
14 13 University of Wisconsin-Stevens Peint 27
15 10 Malone College (Chio) 21

Others receiving votes: Angelo State TEX; Baptist College SC; Berry Collepge GA; Black
Hills State College SD; California Lutheran; Cumberland College KY; Emporia State
University KAN; George Fox College ORE; Lubbock Christian College TEX; Point Loma
College CALIF; S5t. Olaf Coilege MINN; Simen Fraser University CANADA; Slippery Rock
State College PA; Willamette University ORE.






















BRUINS WIN DISTRICT CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIP
George Fox College placed five runners in the top 20 places to run away
with the 1977 NAIA District 2 Cross Country championship title.

It's the first district cross country championship for the college and

the second district title in any sport. Im 1973 theyBésketball Bruins were

<. Hho
district champions.)
Bruin coach Rich Allen's gsquad finished with 47 points . Willamette
Univeristy was a distant sedng with 86 points. The race was over a five-

5

>
mile cousse in Bush Pasture Park, Salem .
s

4/
De¥ending district champion, All-American Steve .Blikstad, fig@#}hg a leg
“}
;a;rhim all season, dropped first place to Willamette's
4l Gpesve ;C’W’(;/)-" ,/ “Eny
Terry Zerzan. Blikstag ran the fiwmx course in ZﬁEOA—- 30 seconds slower

injury that has

than his course record time of 24:34, set last year when he earned the
C
(&3

With Blikstad ..a=s
distritidr Dave Molstad <-GuEERE. Tim Rochholz j§%§5§§3teve Stuarff)fégﬁ

and Wendell Ottoy SEEE) 24

I
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