i,

GE?:T&E.E?X Digital Commons @ George Fox University

David Rawson Collection on the Rwandan

Genocide Archives and Museum

8-8-1994

Press Guidance - August 8, 1994

US Embassy Rwanda

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/rawson_rwanda

Recommended Citation

US Embassy Rwanda, "Press Guidance - August 8, 1994" (1994). David Rawson Collection on the
Rwandan Genocide. 23.

https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/rawson_rwanda/23

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Archives and Museum at Digital Commons @ George
Fox University. It has been accepted for inclusion in David Rawson Collection on the Rwandan Genocide by an
authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ George Fox University. For more information, please contact
arolfe@georgefox.edu.


http://www.georgefox.edu/
http://www.georgefox.edu/
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/rawson_rwanda
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/rawson_rwanda
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/archives
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/rawson_rwanda?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgefox.edu%2Frawson_rwanda%2F23&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/rawson_rwanda/23?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgefox.edu%2Frawson_rwanda%2F23&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:arolfe@georgefox.edu

Current Class: UNCLASSIFIED
Current Handling: n/a
Document Number: 19948TATE212243

PAGE 01 STATE 212243 082232Z
ORIGIN AF-01

INFC LOG-00 ACDA~17 ACDE-00 AMAD-01 ARA-0L
SMEC-00 OASY-00 DCDE-0C EAP-01 BEUR-01
INR-00 IO-16 JUSE-00 L-01 ADS-00
OIC-02 0IG-04 OIs-01 PA-02 PM-00
SR-00 SA-01 PMB-00 PRME-01 DRL-02

DRAFTED BY: AF/P:TKURTH

APPROVED BY: AF/P:MSWANN

—————————————————— 55B1FD

P 0B2230Z AUGC 9S54
FM SECSTATE WASHDC

TO ALL AFRICAN DIPLOMATIC POSTS PRIORITY

ALL OECD CAPITALS PRIORITY
AMEMBASSY BUJUMBURA PRIORITY
AMEMBASSY BONN PRICRITY
AMEMBASSY BRASILIA PRICORITY
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS PRIORITY
AMCONSUL CALGARY PRIORITY
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA PRIORITY
AMEMBASSY CAIRC PRIORITY
AMCONSUL DURBAN PRIOCRITY
USMISSION GENEVA PRIOCRITY
AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD PRIORITY
AMCONSUL JEDDAH PRIORITY
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG PRIOQRITY
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA PRIORITY
AMEMBASSY LISBON PRIORITY
AMEMBASSY LONDCN PRIORITY
UNCLASSIFIED

PAGE 02 STATE 212243 (08223272
AMEMBASSY LUANDA PRIOCRITY
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG PRIORITY
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PRIORITY
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA PRIORITY
AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY
AMEMBASSY RIYADH PRICORITY
AMEMBASSY ROME PRICRITY
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM PRIORITY
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV PRIORITY
AMEMBASSY TOKYOC PRIORITY

USEU BRUSSELS PRIOCRITY

USMISSICN USNATO PRIQRITY
USMISSICON USUN NEW YORX PRICRITY
USIA WASHDC PRIQRITY 0000
SOMALIA COLLECTIVE PRIOCRITY

Current Class: UNCLASSIFIED

Page: 1

Channel: n/a

A-01
OIGO-01
NEA-01
PR5-01
/063R

0822357 /38

CIAE-00
TEDE-00
NSAE-0O
52-00

Page:

1



Current Class: UNCLASSIFIED Page: 2
Current Handling: n/a
Document Number: 1%94STATE212243 Channel: n/a

USCINCCENT MACDILL AFB FL PRICRITY
USCINCEUR VAIHIHGEN GE PRIORITY

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI PRIORITY

USCINCSOC MACDILL AFB FL PRIORITY
USCINCTRANS INTEL CEN SCOTT AFB IL PRIORITY
AMEMBASSY DHAKA PRIOCRITY

USOFFICE ABUJA PRIORITY

UNCLAS STATE 212243

E.0. 12356: N/A
TAGS: CPRC, PREL, XA, US
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1. THE FOLLOWING IS BURUNDI PRESS GUIDANCE {(AF), RWANDA
PRESS GUIDANCE (AF, DRL AND PRM), AND NIGERIA PRESS
UNCLASSIFIED
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GUIDANCE (AF) .

Q: WHAT IS THE CURRENT SITUATION IN BURUNDI?

A: THE CURRENT SITUATION IN BURUNDI IS5 FRAGILE. THE
ISSUE OF THE PRESIDENTIAL SUCCESSICON HAS NOT YET BEEN
RESOLVED AS BURUNDI'S POLITICAL PARTIES WORK TO REACH
AGREEMENT ON A REPLACEMENT FOR PRESIDENT NTARYAMIRA, WHO
DIED IN THE TRAGIC AIRPLANE CRASH ON APRIL 6.

AT LEAST ONE ARREST FOLLOWED A SMALL DEMONSTRATION BY
STUDENTS WHO SUPPORT A TUTSI ROYALIST PARTY ON AUGUST 7 IN
BUJUMBURA. NO INJURIES WERE REPORTED IN SPITE OF THE

VIOLENCE AND MINOR LOCTING.

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE FOR DEMOCRACY, HUMAN RIGHTS,
AND LABOR JCHN SHATTUCK IS CURRENTLY IN BURUNDEI;
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE FCR AFRICAN AFFAIRS GECRGE
MOGSE VISITED LAST WEEK. BOTH ARE URGING BURUNDIANS TO
RESOLVE THE POLITICAL IMPASSE SWIFTLY AND TO AVOID THE
MISTAKES WHICH HAD SUCH TERRIBLE CONSEQUENCES IN
NEIGHBORING RWANDA. THERE IS NO VIABLE ALTERNATIVE TO

PEACE AND RECONCILIATICN OF WHICH ACCOUNTARILITY IS AN
IMPORTANT PART:
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3. AF PRESS GUIDANCE - RWANDA: CURRENT SITUATION

Q: WHAT IS OUR RESPONSE TO THE ACCUSATION THAT THE WEST
IGNORED THE GENOCIDE OF THE TUTSIS?

A: THE UNITED STATES AND THE INTERNATIONAIL COMMUNITY
CONDEMNED THE GENCCIDAL XILLINGS FROM THE START. WE MADE
STOPPING THE KILLINGS QUR TOP PRICRITY FROM THE TIME THE
CRISIS BEGAN.

WE MADE REPEATED PUBLIC APPEALS AND PRIVATE DEMARCHES TO
THE CIVILIAN AND MILITARY LEADERSHIP OF THE NOW DEFUNCT
RUMP GOVERNMENT DEMANDING A HALT TO THE KILLINGS.

UNAMIR PLAYED AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN SAVING LIVES,
PARTICULARLY IN KIGALI. IN MAY, THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL
APPROVED EXPANSICN OF UNAMIR WITH A NEW MANDATE TO HELP
PROTECT CIVILIAN POPULATIONS. THE FOLLOWING MONTH, THE
COUNCIL APPROVED TEE FRENCH-LED HUMANITARIAN INTERVENTION
TO BRIDGE THE GAP UNTIL UNAMIR COULD BE FULLY DEPLOYED.
THE FRENCH OPERATION HAS SAVED UNTOLD LIVES.

THE UN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION HELD A SPECIAL SESSION ON
RWANDA IN MAY, WHICH LED TO THE APPOINTMENT AND DISPATCH
OF A SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR. THE SECURITY COUNCIL
SUBSEQUENTLY VOTED TO ESTABLISH A COMMISSICON OF EXPERTS TC
EVALUATE EVIDENCE OF GENCCIDE AND OTHER ATROCITIES.
FOLLOWING THEE WORK OF THE COMMISSION, WE HOPE THEE UN WILL
MOVE QUICKLY TO ESTABLISH AN INTERNATIONAL TRIBUNAL TO
BRING THE PERPETRATORS TO JUSTICE.
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Q: A SENIOR U.S. OFFICIAL SAID RETURNING REFUGEES ARE

BEING KILLED. IS THIS TRUE? HOW ARE THEY BEING
TREATED?

&: THERE ARE REPORTS OF ISCLATED INSTANCES OF REPRISAL
KILLINGS AGAINST RETURNING REFUGEES. HOWEVER, THERE IS NC
EVIDENCE THAT THE NEW GOVERNMENT IS BEHIND THESE ATTACKS.

THE NEW GOVERNMENT HAS PUBLICLY STATED THAT IT INTENDS TO

Current Class: UNCLASSIFIED Page:



Current Class: UNCLASSIFIED Page: 4
Current Handling: n/a
Document Number: 1954STATE212243 Channel: n/a

RESPECT DUE PROCESS IN ARRESTING AND PROSECUTING SUSPECTED
PERPETRATORS OF ATROCITIES. IT HAS CALLED FOR DEPLOYMENT

OF EXPANDED UNAMIR AND OF HUMAN RIGHTS MONITORS TO PROVIDE
REASSURANCE TO RETURNING REFUGEES.

WE STRONGLY CONDEMN ANY ACTS OF REPRISAL AGAINST RETURNING
REFUGEES.

WE WELCOME THE NEW GOVERNMENTS CALL FOR DEPLOYMENT OF
INTERNATICNAL HUMAN RIGHTS MONITCRS. UNDP SEES THE RWANDA
ISSUE AS AN URGENT MATTER AND WILL IMMEDIATELY PROVIDE THE
UN HUMAN RIGHTS CENTER WITH 20 VOLUNTEERS TO RWANDA,
AIMING FOR A TARGET OF 50 WITHIN A SHORT PERIOD.

Q: COULD YQU UPDATE US ON THE ACTIVITIES OF U.S.
AMBASSADOR DAVID RAWSON IN RWANDA IN THE PAST FEW DAYS?

A: AMBASSADOR RAWSON CONTINUES TO MEET REGULARLY WITH A
FULL RANGE OF PCLITICAL CONTACTS IN KIGALI. HE AND OTHER
EMBASSY OFFICERS HAVE ALSO BEGUN TO MAXE SHEHORT TRIP3S TO
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OTHER PARTS OF RWANDA TO OBTAIN FIRST-HAND INFORMATION
ABOUT CCNDITIONS OUTSIDE THE CAPITAL.

IN MEETINGS WITH OFFICIALS OF THE NEW GOVERNMENT,
AMBASSADOR RAWSON CONTINUES TOC ENCOURAGE THE CREATION OF
CONDITIONS WHICH WILL PERMIT THE SAFE RETURN CF RWANDAN
REFUGEES. THE AMBASSADOR MERTS REGULARLY WITH U.S.
MILITARY OFPICIALS, UNAMIR, AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS
WORKING ON THE RELIEF EFFORT. OVER THE WEEKEND,
AMBASSADOR RAWSON ACCOMPANIED THE VISITING ASSISTANT
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR DEMOCRACY, HUMAN RIGHTS AND LARBOR,
JOHN SHATTUCK, AND THE CHAIRMAN CF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF
STAFF, GENERAL SHALIKASHVILI' TO MEETINGS WITH CIVILIAN
AND MILITARY LEADERS IN THE NEW RWANDAN GOVERNMENT.

Q: CAN YCU GIVE US AN UPDATE ON ASSISTANT SECRETARY
SHATTUCK'S TRAVELS IN AFRICA?

A: JOHN SHATTUCK, ASSISTANT SECRETARY FCOR DEMOCRACY,
HUMAN RIGHTS, AND LABOR, IS ON A BRIEF TRIP TO RWANDA, THE

GOMA REFUGEE CAMP IN ZAIRE, AND BURUNDI AND IS NOW IN
BUJUMBURA.
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IN RWANDA HIS DISCUSSIONS WITH THE GOVERNMENT FOCUSED ON

THE GENERAL ISSUE OF CREATING STRUCTURES OF ACCOUNTABILITY

FOR THE GENOCIDE THAT HAS TAKEN PLACE SUCH AS A WAR

CRIMES TRIBUNAL. AMONG THE ISSUES TO BE DISCUSSED WERE
UNCLASSIFIED
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HUMAN RIGHTS MONITORS, COOPRERATION WITE THE UN HUMAN
RIGETS COMMISSIONER, ENCOURAGING RETURNEES, DETENTIONS OF
PERPETRATORS OF GENOCIDE, AND SECURITY CONDITIONS IN THE
REFUGEE CAMPS. 1IN BURUNDI, HE IS CONVEYING THE U.S.
GOVERNMENT'S EFFCRTS TO AMELIORATE AND DEFUSE ETHNIC
TENSIONS.

Q: WOULD YOU PROVIDE US WITH AN UPDATE ON RWANDAN
REFUGEES?

A: ACCORDING TO UNHCR, THERE ARE CURRENTLY ABOUT 1.6
MILLION RWANDAN REFUGEES IN THE NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES OF
ZATRE, BURUNDI, TANZANIA, AND UGANDA.

ZARIRE: 1.2 MILLION:

850,000 IN GOMA AREA

312,000 IN BUKAVU AND UVIRA

BURUNDI: 200,000

TANZANIA: 271,000

UGANDA: 10,500

ABOUT 20,000 REFUGEES ARE BRELIEVED TO HAVE CROSSED BACK TO
UNCLASSIFIED
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RWANDA AS COF LAST WEEK.

AN ACCURATE COUNT OF THE NUMBER OF REFUGEES IS VERY
DIFFICULT TO MAKE. EFFORTS TC BETTER ESTIMATE THE REFUGER

POPULATION ARE BEING MADE.
Q: WHAT IS THE HEALTH SITUATION OF THE REFUGEES IN ZAIRE?
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A: THE HUMANITARIAN SITUATICN IN ZAIRE IS8 IMPROVING.

MASSIVE RELIEF EFFORTS TO PROVIDE CLEAN WATER AND MEDICAL
CARE HAVE REDUCED THE NUMBER OF DEATHS FROM CHOLERA TO
AROUT 500 PER DAY, DOWN FROM BETWEEN 1,500-2,000 DEATHS
PER DAY LAST WEEK.

UNFORTUNATELY, CASES OF DYSENTERY, MENINGITIS, AND MEASLES
ARE ON THE RISE.

ONLY ARCUT 50 PERCENT OF THE WATER AND FOOD NEEDS IN THE
CAMPS ARE NOW BEING MET.

INCREASING THE PROVISION AND DELIVERY OF CLEAN WATER AND
FOOD CONTINUE TC BE THE MAIN FOCUS OF HUMANITARIAN
OPERATIONS IN GOMA.

Q: COULD YOU GIVE ME AN UPDATE ON THE SITUATICON IN
UNCLASSIFIED
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NIGERIA?

A: SOME FACTORIES HAVE REOPENED IN LAGOS. HOWEVER, MANY
NIGERIAN WORKERS HAVE NCT RETURNED TO WORK. THE QIL
WORKERS REMAIN ON STRIKE.

NO VICLENCE EAS BEEN REPORTED TODAY. PUBLIC
TRANSPCRTATION IS LIGHT AND SEVERAL POWER STATIONS REMAIN
CLCSED DUE TO THE FUEL SHORTAGE.

TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, ALL AMERICANS ARE SAFE. XNEVERTHELESS,

WE ADVISE THAT AMERICANS AVQID UNNECESSARY TRAVEL TO
NIGERIA.

WE CONTINUEZ TO MONITOR THIS SITUATION CLOSELY.

Q: WHAT IS THE STATUS OF CHIEF M.K.O. ABIOLA'S DETENTION
AND TRIAL?

A: LAST FRIDAY, AUGUST 5, CHIEF ABICLA REJECTED THE
NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT'S BAIL OFFER. THE OFFER WOULD HAVE

PREVENTED ABIOLA FROM LEAVING THE COUNTRY AND ENGAGING IN
POLITICAL ACTIVITIES.
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CHIEF ARIOLA'S TRIAL DATE IS STILL SET FOR AUGUST 16TH.
HE REMAINS IN PRISON.

Q: WHAT IS CUR OVERALL POLICY TOWARD NIGERIA?

A: THE UNITED STATES CCNTINUES TO SUPPORT RESPONSIBLE
EFFORTS TO RESTORE CIVILIAN, DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT IXN
UNCLASSIFIED
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NIGERIA. TEE UNITED STATES HAS NOT AND WILL NOT SUPPORT
ANY INDIVIDUAL. -

QUR PRIMARY GOAL IS IN THE ESTABLISHMENT COF AND RESPECT
FOR AN OPEN, PLURALISTIC, AND DEMOCRATIC PRCCESS THAT
ENSURES THAT THE WILL OF THE NIGERIAN PEOPLE IS RESPECTED.

7. AF PRESS GUIDANCE - NIGERIA: JESSE JACKSON TRIP

Q: WHAT IS5 YOUR READOUT OF JESSE JACKSON'S TRIP TO
NIGERIA?

A: THE JESSE JACKSON MISSION LAST WEEK WAS A SUCCESS.
REVEREND JACKSON CARRIED AN UNAMBIGUOUS MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT TC HEAD OF STATE ABACHA. IN A TWO HCUR MEETING,

EE CONVEYED CUR CONCERNS ARQUT THEE LACK OF PROGRESS TOWARD
DEMOCRACY TO GENERAL ABACEHEA.

WHILE IN NIGERIZA, JACKSON ALSOC MET WITH CHIEF M.K.O.
ABIOLA, THE APPARENT WINNER OF LAST JUNE'S ANNULLED
ELECTIONS, AND WITH HUMAN RIGHTS, PRO-DEMOCRACY AND LAROR
GROUPS. HE GAVE THE SAME MESSAGE TC ALL.
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