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HERBERT HOOVER,  THE MAN

on e Ohen 05 A T S - um

: It is not emsy to speak brieflly of the ¢haracier of &
ment whose perssnality wns so many-sided that he gould mecormplish
all the wovderful things of vhich we have been 80 fercibly reminded
by the previous spemker. :rVolumes could be written abent hig versa-
 %ility that gave him top renk as a mining engineer -- he wia named
engineer of fhe century by the first engineering nociety ol Americhg
g comminding end incressingly imporiant place in the business world
«~ he gave up the ocertain prospect of great wealth thai he might
rendar preat gervice bto humenity; a great lender in govermaenh —=

his ¢nemies thwerted muck of his affectlveness, snd hin frigudey were
" pot wige enough to Teallze what he did scoomplish tlil the paagsege
of years had cleared their vision; an suther who wrote nmany of the
thinge that the world needed to have on record, & record thai no
other man on earth could have providedy and sbove all, the indig-
pensable lender in the greatest life~ssving enierprisea that the
world hae évem kmown, from the dawn of erestion until teday. i

e g R Bubt 1 at Lo speak 9f his individual gualities, nob him

. yorsakilitye And fivet among these I should plage nis absolute;

. unchengeable, unassailable moral integrity. IMis ensaics sonld

attack his philosephy, his economic temetsj they could bleme him.

for & world erisis for which he had no respomsibility and which

he could in large part have averted with the right politicsld ¢e-

" oppermtions dut there was no fisw in nis armor of moral rectitude,
in his persunsl condust, in hie femily life, in his business transe-
aationn, in his international affairs, in his handling of ail the :

“billlons of relief from Ameries bte bthe ends of the earth, he waln-
teined she high ideals that had been taught him by his villege biack=-
pmith foyher and his Jusker teacher-preacher mather, snd laker by
hie uncle =nd sunt with whom he lived during kis boyhoed and youbi
in Newberg mnd in Salem, and by the teachers in Priecnds Pagific scnd=-
eny, where he was @& student at ite very beginning and where, asgord-
ing to his own testimony, he received the training that. led nim ;
decades later %o his wvast ficlds of husan service. The Decalogue
wyas vital law b him, sy was its sunuary by the greateat of all his
teschers, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy hesrt =-
thou shelt love thy neighbor as thyeddl, " -

. " 7he second element of his charascter that I would have us.
consider hns to do with the sacond great commendment which the
Grent Teacher declored to be like the first, jlerbert licover loved -
his fellowmen. The hlack aborigines in Australis, the impoverished
conlies in Chinn, the terrified and astarving wen and women and ehil-
dren in Relgium, the Germane whom we had been taught to hate until
pany blind one~hundred-pergent Americans sonmidered it a patrietic
duty te kick & deshshund gimply becuuse he was a german dog, the
bwenty milliion alarving nuseinns in that moes terrible of ell
modern famines which most folks did not know about and ment of
those who did have forgetien, for all of these and many Gthers,
ta our own dnd in scoves of cther eouniries, the heart of Herbers

Heover went cut in & way that took him and his queenly wife So the
ends of the earth. Nerbert Noover loved humenity, =nd inveated his
1ife in nelping men snd women and children., His hand-written leb-
ters to children whe have writien to him, » few of whioh are printed
in his dook, ON GROVING UP, his leaderahip in Boys Clube of aAmerice,



B : 2. '.
and other Shinge that sesw 8¢ sBmall in comperiwon with his lender-
ship in the work for Uene of millione, are simply other evidences
of his love for humenity, fmaa : . ‘

Ahbbher qua11tj thié aontributed to hie gréatnnsa'was

i hil\tnvianhln courage, Pithout it much of his work could néver

haye been done, It was not merely the way he handled his tasks oo

& mining engineer, sharing in the perils of the men who worked umder

him wnd accomplished lhinge that other leaders had declared impos-
sibles it was nol merely the heroisnm that ho showed and whilch his
devobed wife shered fm iNe Roxer niebellion im Chiza;! 1% was not

“merely his courage in erosning the Yorth Sea pgein and again and

‘agaln not knowing at whnt gecond s Germnn-plunted mine or a Cermen

submairine might send thew inte eternity and carry out the ideanl of
Gerpan wmarine warfare in those days, “3unk without a trage." iHe
faced humeh perile greater than wmerely the perils of the materiel
worki. le was the man who could siand fuce to face with the German
Falver and Pring him tc & decision which the imperisus ilheim hed

~ scornad even te- consider, MNe was the man whe dould oppose the 3ig

_Four at the council ohamber who were seeking o starve Sersany into

the goeeptance of & treably which devlared that the entire guilt of
world "mr I was Lheirs, end to ssoume ve mratiovns that everyhody

- knew they never eould pay. Indomiteble courage wes one af the out-
 standing oharaateristics of Herbext focver, st ., ‘

. Another oharacteristic wes s remerkesbie cembination of

_origionlity end imdepenmdence, shen he faced @ probles, whether oue
‘of material nature or cne in the more 4iffivuls area of human

nature, he war licely to came up with % solution that nobody eise
had thought of, or that somebody may heve theught ¢f bub abaadoned
s impossible, This sor$ of mituntion arese more then once in his

 ‘mining engineering work in sustralin, where s new method aceom-

plished the supposedly impossible. And while he was ‘merican Pood .
Adminietrator, much of his work wes ®ccomplished by methods thag

- experts were mure could net succeed. Thers was inescopsble need

fer vast additisnal stores of food for /imerican noldiers oversesre

“and for others of the fllies, both in the fleld and ia aress Temobe

from sctaal combai; and the pumber of men removed frem productive
labor on the faorms ineremced the need for grester emphBuio on in-
creaged produckion ol foed in imerice and gocrasaod:uonsumnbxon -
of bamlc foodss Nany in high places in guvernment were vure that
yoluminouns Jaws must be enacted to control the consumption of wmeats,
sugary flour and other eantables; and there must be sbringent laue
1#iiﬁinl gasoline consunplion, with heavy pensities fur the viola-
ticn of thepe and & myrisd gther lawa that were considered necen=
enry. Ferlert Hoaver believed thak /‘merican eitisens would coovpere
ste when the need for soeperation in such nathers wae made cleax

to them, /nd a8 Food Administrator he earried out his ideals with
& miniwun of laws and legaul penalties. And so we teok our supposed
guota of meab and shortening: we used Jelly on our bread iusiead

¢ bubterj we ate yolnte brend and besn dread and Luckwhent dread
end eorn bread, with never a taste of whike wheat bread; we used _
our small quote of gasgline, and met oll the linitationa that *direcw
tives” put upen ue -« and were much the better az & result of our
deprivations, Here, a» in other gotivities, Herbert Noover choase
to be the ¥ood Administrater. He lmew what had to be dene and he
knew how to do it, and he did not want teo be handicapped by others

who knew so many things Lthat were not se,



.o rmdependent as he was, herbert Hoover was loyel te bie’
imerican idesl of cbedience o law,  le cbeyed She law, whsilier he

. wpe fishing Tor redeides ou the Medienzie or enterislining royalty

“in the Mhite jouse, “americe was under matlenal prohiditien during
Tls adminiatration, and the sxecutivez mension hed the mususl @x= .

_perience of not havicg & drep of intexicating beverage nleohol ine M”

° gide its walls for sociebly leaders from Ameriga or for royal po=
. tentetes from overses. The Iirst time I ever met him perscneily
U wes when tae Teapoh Dowe sosnial was. 2% i5s height, ¥Me had juss o\
L ceme fruwm @ ¢adlmel meeting. One of the president's cabiaei members
o wag inyelved in yislalblin of the law that lapded hilm in & foderad
7 penitantiery, and the Secretary of Gommeras, Herbert Hoovar, was
o fighting out the personal question as to whether he should resign
ek erom & vahined where auch A scandal ceuld senter; or remain in the

esvinet mnd help to clean up the foul situstion, I never saw a

g face so drawvn an bhis wap except the fase of en nthiete finishing ik
‘& twoemile rece in which he had plven everyihing be hade Vielubion
‘of the law, in nigh pleces 6r in low, feund no fayer in Ghe hears - -

4 f;fngg in the mind of the litile cusker boy from Weatk Bxmnch &nd New-
7 berg == snd presently from London, Berlin, Marie, &9, Fetersbhurg,

mebt o

i Romey ?ekigs':AQ'lgidei‘?h'hi“3‘°no'?3¥°.A13¢..Bev.rorx'¢- nndftgirc""'

s U A another quality Shat endenred him to those who had the .
,ﬁfifilﬂld‘ﬂfgiains.hin,ptrluUli”fricn&S'ﬂn.—hil reslly delightful

S BEeNGE Qf.hqu;; During wmuch of nhle life there was little epgpor- . -

- tunity for hi ‘to give evidence of this gualibys Teoo meny people

were depentent on him fof him 46 have time Lo isugh -= often he had

iy ne chance even Su swile. e was not Atke Xdraltm Lianceln in this

. regsrd, much ag he resembled Homeul Abe 1n pilhier particulars, Line
Cpoln could throw off temporarlly nhn,frent»hurugn that wne crushing
_.the 1ife sut of him, and by gome rolliscking etovy thet would con-

yulse his muditors, with him joining in the laughter,; he could ease
~ the pressure of his terrihle responsibility for a sime, at leant,

' mut there was seldom such hilaribty foe Herbezt Hoover. Day snd
‘pight for many long pericds he had O Enow that the livea uf thou-
sonds; scuetimes willivns of mén, women and children hung or hie .

=abl11§y\}g vesch o right decision, Jut someiimes in privete cen~
versation amang his chosen friends, with his wife, who was s¢ del-

initely o complement to him, io,dtfiu&taly whnt he was neb ic some
soeirl lines, he could unbend, and luagh and Joke and enjoy himself
and add to the joy of others, Jnd there ceme = bime wnen, if he

* ¢hoses he cuuld delight an audience with hie wit snd humer, 1 wia

in one DLy gethering whers he mixed wit and humor with his very

cerlous sodress snd got mcre than one henrty laugh; snd I was im

snother grent gothering in which hie specch was inkarrupted again

gnd @gain by uprearious laughter that fairly shook the house,

% 1t would be hard for eome peosle te bBelieve that & man
of such colossal aghicvements as those of ferbert loover sould be
Lemiinely humble, bu. he was, He dld nos consent te the restoratieon
of his birthplace until after the dsath of his wife,ien he finaily
sonsonted to the ressoration of the huuse in Wewbkerg where he hed
1ived with his uncle and euni, Dr, and MNras, M, . Minthern, it waa
mot S0 he the Neover House, Shaugh mest pecple gall 18 thady it wee
to be the Minthorn louse, as it is, officially, On one of his visite
to Newberg I took him over te the college and showed him the simple
plague on the wall in Wood-Mar Hell which mentions briefly the steps
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* grom boyneed kéj-‘ié’:fil.i-brc:aj.némé,_','g.!ﬁ.fh‘ifa, énl& .,%méﬁt_da he t\n‘ﬂ"“ %

away ves, “Teo Tlsttering.” .

 Indetatigable enerpy wes nnother of Herbevt Hsover's

; ‘-'qu‘autlie;}. fork sight hours a day, ten hours, twelve, sixtéen -=
. somebimes twenbty~four. Shortly befors his 86tk birthoamy @ visiter =

vas waibing till Hoover svuid ses him and vme of his seoreteries

" 401G RBim shnt her anployer was working Crow slgnt to Swelve ncurs '

every day.s Now San he 46 Wb eeld the visitor,  “He is almosl  ©

86 yoers old,* “Yes” weplisd the searetsry. ‘bub he Gossn't know

CEhat, " -

0o uhom Lbu Henry Heover died, Pate had come near be Dresks
ing the heart of this giant among nen. 0Or, Burt Brown herker, wio.
is president of the Herbert Hoover Foundation whiovh resvored the

Winthorn Hous®, and who was a boyheed Lriemd of bhe former presi-

gent and Riz friemd until Mis desthy said %o me after Sirs, Hoover's s
deaty, "Merbert Hoover is the longstmeest mean in the Uniled Tlates,”
- put grievously & he missed ithe heroic companion of hig heroic years, -

. he threw himwelf inte the Saske that mobody elag could 4o, such
" am the writing of AN ANERICAN %750, and XKeeping as many a8 elght
‘mecreteries busy he gomploted tils and oiher menumental works ba=

fore age curtal a_a'ﬁ a‘nq.__a:t.r._;l;;u pub anend. to nix -lﬁho‘;"_h

" fexbert Mosver was elected te the presidenay of the United ¥y

4 by the gi"ta.t,t_ﬂ ‘ma jority ever given to a presidentinl cendidate.’ - -

o wed defosted lour yesrs later Ty the greateat e joriby for kie

. gppenent in our history. The story of how the loved and BONOXedG .

‘world hero war bBrought down pe low in the minds of kil countrymen

im not spproprimte o denl with hers,  The lies thet were brosds
pant, the pniitical osponiticn. bo every propoesi for relied frem . o
the world depreseion that was & delayed detonstion frow World War I, . =

(the president had just said to the Comgress the day thai my wife . £

g pmd i were the guevis of him and Mrs, Keover, *You must nct dlay

politios with Buman mimery’ bub hey did) = the otory of Shab “smeart
eompadign 1o nob one of the ment plea2ing sturies in American bis- .

©berys Muny things aboul it aré very hard to beliaves but the most

. pesarkeble thing about 4% 13 the faal that Nerbert loover acver bYe- .
 gmme bitter, Many of his friende were bitter heyoni meesure. Nnny
_of them still are, in apite of the efforia of sume who Darticlpsted
in that "gmear " campaign to wmake on stonement hy writing about thelr

’llﬂ‘m snme ef the fineat l"-hln‘t that hﬂ" Q”r_be‘h wr ‘hm shout hm

and notyithstending the statement of Nieanor Mvoseveltl that Hoover

witp nob responeible for the depression that contributed o his dewne . -

" fmally Bub Herbert icover mainteined his equandmikys wenl Rloutl the

work that was his, unembitteved, un¢ resdy for any service 4wt he
could render te his souniry and the world, ‘ T e A

i d And there come opportunity Tor gﬂﬂ i'-rv’:.ﬂ,. wmeh m '.
gledly rendered. Americn some tu homer hin agein, 28 in Sthe days

' Lefor: his eledtion o the preeidencys Ne came to be¢ recognized

gs on sider ciatesman: “he shange had couwe rapidly, as hed cone

the loss of fuvor with the people. A% one natiomel sunvention of
his perty She meager appleuse when he aypearsd was little leus than
insult to one whe had held the highess office in the gresiunt nation
in the worlds four years later the spontaneous and long-continued
ovetion that was given him was like nmothing else which that cone
vention preduced.
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fow he is guhé; kuﬂ 1n every canﬁim&nt Lhers iv muurninghg_f

for bis passing. the 801 6f the villuge blacksmith and the humble

Quakex Lpscher=pruncher, ¥y whni Ne mas sndby whet e <id becane

pres&dent of the Tmited Gtates and. the werld hery of ihe Twantieth 2.4

v Century, ‘Thore in a passage in ‘the Jidle whigh anys,: ieTe were
“glomts in the earth in those daye.” there s2¢ glonts in the esydh
~in these days, too, and cne of thém as & boy went o scheol herae,

fished in our etresms, played with his schvcimales, @id chores im

" what is now the city park named in his honore Ve cen think of him

88 bthe glant of vast world uffairs, dnd we can Ehink 0L him, Geoo,

“sa the Boy, full of Tum but full of varaestness. Of him, as of

Lincoln whom Lewell uan ﬁeauzlblnb 14 his ,ammemarublun Odey ik

. o be said,

nﬁrﬁ uun a po of the true elder ragey "
- Ann ona af P utatch*a mnn talknd wi&h u' raca o fecl. 4l

st Anl B ma-m-
&6 Hewbergy Oregon,
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