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Women’s Basketball Team Ends Playoff Run

Rebounding, much less winning basketball games, is difficult when your tallest player is less than six
feet. Take away your starting point guard and things get even tougher.

With a team decimatedg)y injuries to eight players, the George Fox College women’s
basketball team finished {:llj,fg,'missing the district playoffs for the first time in six years.

The Lady Bruins hustled to collect 43.4 rebounds a game, third-best in NAIA District 2. But
with their taller opponents, they were also the most generous in the district, giving up 48.2 rebounds
per game.

At the beginning of the season, coach Craig Taylor said it was going to be a rebuilding year.
Following a 0-2 start, Taylor had the look of a master architect. The Lady Bruins won seven of their
next eight games, including championship of the Linfield College Tournament.

The roof crumbled during the new year as George Fox struggled through a one-win January.
Lost for the season with a foot injury was the 6.8 assist average of point guard Heidi Rueck. A
freshman from Hillsboro, Ore., Rueck led the district in assists.

Coming on strong in the final weeks of the season, junior Cindy Winters, a forward from
Harrah, Wash., took honorable mention honors on the all-district team. Winters racked up 78 points
in one three-game stretch, including 30 against 11th-ranked Pacific, en route to being named district
player of the week. She finished eighth in district scoring at 14.6 a game.

Winters’ efforts weren’t enough to prod GFC up from the fifth position in the Cascade
Conference, one place away from postseason play.

In her final minute of her final game, senior forward Tracy Nelson scored her 1,000th
point. The only senior on the squad, Nelson, from Glennallen, Alaska, sank a five-footer with 59
seconds remaining in GFC’s 64-48 season-ending win over Willamette University.

Nelson now holds fourth place in all-time career scoring and rebounding, third in steals, and
fifth in blocked shots.
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LADY BRUINS FALIL TO LEWIS & CLARK FOR 7-7 SEASON RECORD

George Fox College’s Lady Bruins won the second half of their
Thursday (Jan. 16) game with Lewis & Clark College, 45-39.

But that wasn’t enough to overcome a 13~point first half
deficit as the Newberg team fell 68-61 in a non-conference contest
in Portland.

- The loss evened GFC’s season at 7-7 overall, third best among
(/f Cascade conference teams. But in counting play the Lady Bruins are
2-2, tied for fourth with Eastern Oregon, 6-9 overall. |

Twelve minutes into the contest with Lewis & Clark, George Fox
held a commanding 12-4 lead. Then the Lady Bruins went stone cold.
In the next. eight minutes’ GFC could muster just four points. The
Lady Pioneers went on a tear, building up a 29-16 lead at the
break. It was a lead GFC could never overcome.

"We were taking good shots," said Lady Bruin coach Craig
Taylor. ‘"It’s one of those things a coach can’t explain."

His squad shot a horrendous 22 percent in the first half while
also being pounded on the boards as well. The Lady Bruins were
outrebounded 61-39 for the game and Taylor points out that
rebounding still continues to be a problem for his team. "We got
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killed on the Nboard, rebounding continues to haunt us," he
observed. Yet his team is second in the district in rebounds per
game at 45.7. The problem is opponents are averaging 50.7,
highest in the district.

The Lady Bruins played a better second half, outscoring their
hbsts by sevén. "We played bad enough in the first half to dig
ourselves a hole we never could get out of," Taylor said.

Forward Cindy Winters -took game-higﬁ honors with 22. The
junior from Harrah, Wash., also led GFC in rebounding with 8.
"Cindy played very well," said Taylor.

Freshman guard Heidi Rueck dished off five assists while
snatching four steals. A 5-5 guard from Hillsboro, she leads
District 2 in assists with her 6.9 average and is seventh in the
. nation in the NAIA.

Lewis & Clark’s Kathy Gibson led her team with 18 points.
Teammate Tamara Cochran hit for 16, also pulling down 11 rebounds.

George Fox is averaging 72.4 points a game, fifth best in the
district, and is outscoring opponents by 3.1.

George Fox hosts. league-leading Western Oregon State Tuesday
(Jan. 21) at 5:15 p.m, hosts Concordia at 5:15 p.m. Thursday, then
travels to Portland Satﬁrday (Jan. 25) to meet Columbia Christian
in a 5 p.m. game. All are counting Cascade conference contests.
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In the second half, George Fox went down by 12, 68~56 with 5:40 left.
Taylor called three time outs in the next four minutes to get his team back on
track as George Fox outscored L & C 12-4 to come with the four points with just
over a half minute left. Two free throws by junior forward Cindy Winters with
42 seconds left were the final points for GFC. Then, as with Southern Oregon,
the visitors hit five of six three throws to keep the win.

Olson led the Lady Bruins with 17 points and 10 rebounds. Blair also
pulled down 10 as GFC was beaten 42-36 on the boards. GFC had a .341
shooting night, followed by .391 shooting against Southern Oregon. "We‘re not
shooting well right now," said Taylor. "We need to take better shots.”

Actually, the Lady Bruins are shooting three~pointers nearly as well as
they do overall. From the field the Lady Bruins are 38 percent. Beyond the
three-point line they are at 32 percent. On the other hand, his team will be
getting more instruction on three-point defense. GFC allowed Southern Oregon’s
junior guard Kelli Kerns a four of seven night in three~point buckets, on her way
to 23 points. She was topped by the 27 points of senior center Julie Finch, who
also led SOSC with 10 rebounds.

Going into the week the Lady Bruins are being led in both scoring and
rebounding by Nelson, 12.7 from the field and 6.6 on the boards. Winterq follows
in both categories: 10.7 points and 5.2 rebounds a game.

Next up for GFC is Willamette in Salem Friday night (Jan. 10) at 7 p.m.
GFC’s next home game is Tuesday, Jan. 14 with Warner Pacific at 5:15 p.m.

-30-































































	1991 Press Release
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1503432912.pdf.myYRX

