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PUEFACE

T E S T I M O N Y C O N C E R N I N G S T E P H E N C R I S P,
A N D J U S F O L L O AV I X G AV O H K S .

ALTHOUGH my intimacy with our ilcceaseil friend

was hut of later years, yet I tind something in my mind

to write concerning him, and in commemoration of God's

blessed power, and Avord of life tliat reached him, and
made him through faith and obedience unto the liOrd

Jesus Christ, Avhat be Avas ; for tliat is it Avldch is most

Avorthy of praise, and without it Ave arc nothing, nor able

to do any thing that tends to our oavu peace, or the beuelit of others.

And it Avas by this, the Lord in the morning of this

blessed dny, that he hath caused to spring from on high,

visited his soul in this latter age of the Avorld ; Avhercin,
after a night of darkness, and time of apostacy, he Avas

graciously pleased, (by that divine and heavenly light,
Avhich he, in the beginning caused to shine out of dark

ness, to shine into the hearts of many, and gave unto

them the light of the knoAvledge of his glory, in the face
of Christ Jesus, and made them possessors of this trea
sure in their earthen vessels, that Avere poor and despi

cable instruments in the eyes of the Avorldly Avise and

their oAvn, yet fitted and raised up by the poAver of him

that raised up our Lord Jesus from the dead, commis-

sionated and sent forth by the Lord, in the evidence and

demonstration of his eternal Spirit,) to publish the glad

tidings of peace, to preach the gospel of life and salva
tion, and to turn people from darkness to light, from the
poAVer of Satan to God; that they might knoAV remission
of sin, and an inheritance among them that are sanctified

through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, the true Light

that lightcth every man that comet.h into the. world.
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And this ministry as it was of God, and these instru
ments being raised, and sent hy him, lie blessed their

labours, and made them successful for the good of many.
And by the ministry of one of these, though but a strip
ling, and young in years, viz. that servant of God James
Parnell, that finished his testimony with his blood, and

left many seals of his ministry in and about that very
town of Colchester, where our dear deceased friend,

Stephen Crisp was born, lived, was reached, and con
vinced of the blessed truth ; (and by the same word that
he preached, and was an able minister of,) Avas our
worthy friend (luickened, and made a serviceable minis
ter of the gospel of Christ, and freely preached the same
about thirty-live years; and travelled for that end, j,,
many parts of England, Scotland, Holland, Germany

and the Low Countries, endured many hardships, was
in several perils, and suflered imprisonment for his faith
ful testimony, for the precious ti-uth, (as by his own jour

na\ of his life may more largely appear,) and throuo.]"

his cxersise in the same, became capable to counsel anu

advise those that Avere under sullerings, and Avas rca<|y

to help them therein; and exhorted to, and practisefi
charity, and Avas mindful to do good and communicate

a sacrifice Avell pleasing unto God ; and also to as.si,^?

many in their temporal affairs and settlement tliereof.

often pressing friends thereto, and to do it timely, that

no ditferences, discontents, or trouble might arise afte^.
their decease. And Avas very serviccalile in his advie,.

to many AvidoAvs, and helpful to fatherless children j,
divers respects; being endued Avith a good understandin.,.'^
both as a man and a christian.

And he that endued him therewith, and gave him Avj^

dom, preserved him in it, and blessed his labours in q,'

gospel, and made his testimony serviceable to many^ j,
being delivered in soundness of speech, with good

monstration, and accompanied Avith life and poAVcr; anu

the consciences of many Avere so far reached, that they

haA'e been made to confess to the soundness thereof, aipj

to the power and truth it came from ; and liaA'o been

brought to be made Avitnesses, and partakers thd'oof, an,]
n

.

•

i .

V R E I ' A C K .

V

the life and virtue therein, through faith and obedience
to the same.

Jie was also a man tliat was zealous for trutli, and the

several testimonies it led us unto, against the corrupt

world, their ways, worship, vain fashions, and evil cus

toms, and often exhorted friends to mind the Lord's Spi
rit, and therein to do his business, and not in theii- own;

nor to boggle or decline their testimony for truth, in any
respect, either against the men made ministers, forced
maintenance, or their joining people together in marriage
for filthy lucre's sake ; or contributing to the repair of
their worshi[) houses; or against wars and iighting; and
greatly disliked tiiat any indirect way should he com
plied with by any, to shift or evade their testimony for
the truth, in any res[»ect.

And although, in the latter [jurt of Ids time, he was

through infirmity of body, unable to travel much, yet was he

very (liligent in frequenting meetings, and preaching the
gospel tlierein, and to exhort friends to brotherly love,
provoking them to good works, and pressing them to di
ligence, and an exemplary conversation, and to train up
tiieir youth and children in that way, plainness and sim
plicity that became the truth, and the humble disciples
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 'The Lord incline the hearts

of all that have them, so to do, that none may contribute
of that substance God hath blessed tliem with, and made

them stewards of, to gratify any thing in their children,

which may be to their hurt, or tend to impede them from
succeeding their honest and tender parents, in that pre

cious trutii, the plainness, humility, self-denial, love and

tenderness it hath led them into, that the blessing of God
may be continued on our offspring, and from age to age,
and one generation unto another, the Lord's worthy name

may be praised, his truth exalted, and he renowned, Avho
is worthy for'ever. Amen.

And ill this holy truth, to our comfort, and his great

joy? I well satisfied, did this faithful servant of God

ilnish his testimony and course in this world. And on
the twenty-fourth of the sixth month, 1692, being under

much bodily weakness and pain, he was visited by his
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ancient friend and brother G. W. who gave tiiis account
of the same, as the suhstance of some words spoke hv

Si C. the twenty-fourth of the sixth month, vi/..
I see an end of mortality, yet cannot come at it; i desire
the Lord to deliver me out of this troul)lesome or painful
body: if he will but say the word, its done; yet there
is no cloud in my way; I have a full assurance of my

peace with God in Christ Jesus; my integrity and upright

ness of heart is known to the Lord, and I have peace

and justification in Jesus Clirist, who made me so, (that
is, upright to God.) Dear George, T can live and die
with thee; and my dear love is with thee, and to all the
faithful in the church of God."

On the twenty-seveutli, being the day before his de
parture, S. C. said, "I hope lam gatliering, (as his ex

pression was understood,) 1 hope, I Jiojie;" being then

scarce able to speak out his words. G. W. near parting

from him, asked him, viz. Dear Stephen, wouldst tliou

any thing to friends?" After some pause, S. C. gave his
answer, viz. "Rememhermy dear love in Jesus Christ to
all friends."

And on the twenty-eighth of the said montli, he de
parted this life, and died in the Lord at Watisworth in

Surrey, about four miles from London, to whicli place

he Avas carried for tlie sake of the air, from the house of

William Crouch in London, in a litter, to W. C.'s house

there: and being very weak, was accompanied by seve

ral friends on foot with the litter, lest there should be
any want of assistance.

And after his decease, his body was I)rought to GraceCliurcli-street meeting house in London, where on the
one-and-thirtieth, a great number of friends and others

met to accompany his corpse to the ground, and many

living testimonies were borne there, by faithful brethren
unto the truth. And then his body was borne on the

shoulders of his friends and brethren that loved him foi'

truth's sake, unto the burying ground at Bunhill Fields,

and there interred. And several testimonies were also

borne there at the grave, to the truth , for the sake of those
that yet remain; and that all might love and live in that

P U E F A C K .

V l l

wliitli malccs lovely and living unto God and in his sight;
and [lersevere in diligence and laithfulness in the Lord's
Avork and service, and keej) to that PoAver, and under
the government of that Spirit Avhich only is suflicient to
iMiahlc us to folloAV the steps of them that folloAved Clirist,

and that avc might run our race Avith cheerfulness, iinisli
our course Avilh joy, lay doAvn our heads in peace, rest

Avilh the Lord for ever, and have a place in that hingdom that Avill never fade aAvay. And that it may he so
Avith all us that yet remain, is my sincere desire, and

earnest sup[)lication nnto the Lord; and that Ave may

ahvays abide in that love, Avhich is the badge or mark of
our discipleship, in that Spirit Avhich is the bond of our

peace, in that Life by which avc have been redeemed, in

that grace and faith by Avhich Ave are saved, and be armed
Avith tlie Avholc armour of liglit, and walk therein ; that
felloAvship Avith God and one another avc may know, and

the cleansing virtue of his blood tiiat died for us Ave may
experience, to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. And

being so cleansed, may possess our vessels in sanctiiication, and continue in the life of righteousness, and in
holy fear Avait upon the Lord, to be illicd Avith that Avis-

dom that is from aliove, and clothed Avith the righteous
ness of Christ, and covered Avith zeal as Avith a cloak,
and endued Avith .a good understanding, and guided by
his counsel, and be received into glory, and have tlie
end of our faith, the salvation of our souls; is the sin

cere breathing, and tender supplication of him Avho
Avishcth the good of all men, and prayeth for Sion's
prosperity, and the peace of .Terusalem, that God Avould

make her an eternal excellency, and the praise of the
Avholc earth.

And noAv having hinted at the author, commemorated

the Lord's poAVcr, and commended his Spirit, Grace and
1 ruth, by Avhom grace and truth came, 1 shall, courteous

reader, recommend thee thereto, and earnestly beseech
thee to apply thy heart to it; and let thy mind in the

perusal of tlm folloAving Avritiugs, be uprightly exercised

therein toAvards the Lord, that thou niayest truly savour
from Avbat spirit they came, for what end they Avere writ-
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fen; and so come to make a right use of tlicin ; and l)y tliy

daily exercise and waiting upon the J^ord therein, and
living obedience thereunto, mayest he tilted and enabled
to succeed in that life, spirit, and wisdom, which he was
endued with. And, dear friends, it is our great encou

ragement that yet remain, to he faithful to the Lord, di
ligent in his work and service, -/.ealous for his name, and
our respective testimonies for li»e sake thereol, hecause

that blessed Power, Spirit, Life, and W isdom, tliat raised

up, fitted, furnished and endued this, and many more of
our ancient, worthy, and honourable brethren, and made
them so, blessed be his holy name, is still with us, and
as sutficient as ever : and the Lord as willing to till up

the places of tiiem he hatli taken to himself, into the,

mansions of eternal glory, as he was in tender mercy
favourably pleased to furnish them, for his work and
service, that it may be carried on to ids praise, and the

honour of his worthy name, from age to age, and from
one generation to another.

And therefore let us that yet remain, he faithful unto

the Lord, and freely given up to follow him, and to
manifest our love and respect unto our deceased friend
and his works, by following that wiiolesome counsel,
and Christian advice he liath by word and writing, freely

and freipiently given us : that so we may by the same

spirit and power, be enabled to follow and succeed him
in his work and service, for the precious truth.

So with the words of our Lord Jesus, the Way and

Truth, I may conclude, viz. If a man love me, he will

keep my words, and my Father will love him, and u e

will come unto him, and make our aliode with him. And
in that love I desire always to remain.
Courteous Peadei-,

Thy sincere friend and well-wisher,
JOHN FIELD.

George-Yard, London, the Uth of the 3d month, 1694.
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MEN'S IMEETINCr AT COLCHESTER,
r O N C r . U M N H

S T E l ' I I E > i C R I S P.

IT is sufllcicnt for the rislilcous, that they Ivnow the

Lord, and are known oi' liim, and that their lite is hid

with God in Christ; such care not lor popularity. Yet
forasmucii as the noble acts of the righteous, by Avhicli

they oI)tahi a good report, arc such as have hceu pleasing
to God, and the, names of such shall he had in remeiu-

hrance. And thereiore we liud a constraint upon our

spirits, to give this short testimony of the faithfulness

of our ancient friend and brother, Stephen Crisp, late of

Colchester, and unto that blessed gift wbich the Lord
endued him Avith, beyond many in our day; and of Ins
sincere labours and travels, who lived with us for many

years, who was a man zealous for the Lord, his name,
and truth, faithful and diligent in his work, and able to
""ive counsel and advice to many states and conditions,
and which he often did with a free and ready mind.
Some of us that liave known him from the beginning,

can remember how the Lord was pleased to^ visit hiin in

the days of his youth, and begat desires in him after
himself, and after the knowledge of the Avay ot lite;

Avhich did work upon him, so as to put Inm upon

seeking and getting acquaintance with the best ;uid
niost upright-hearted of those days, and was jor a time
a teacher among a separate, people. lu wliicli way
and state be continued, until it pleased the Lord, (for a
distressed seed's sake,) to send his servant James Farneli,

unto this town, in the year 1655, "vvho by the word of
a

10 The Testimony of the Men's Meeting

the Lord committed to him, (which clave rocks asunder,)
among divers others, reached unto this our friend ; (he,
with many more in these parts, being ready to cry out.
What shall we do to be saved ?) and by whose nii'nislry
under Grod, he was convinced of the everlasting truth,

and forthwith made profession of it; and a greul^hangc

was soon wrought in him, his understanding opened,

and heart wounded before the Lord, in tlie feelin- of

that lively word in his soul, which is a discerner of 'l.be

thoughts and intents of the heart; and then his former
building came to be laid low, and he saw himself to have

but a talk and notion of heavenly tilings ; and that tbou'-ii

ha had thought himself rich, he was but poor ami
naked, and that to a day of stripping he must come, and

to deny himself; and so he did, and sat down in silence
under the cross to his own uiJI, and waited for counsel

and instruction to be ministered to him by the Lord : who

after some time had such openness in his mind, as to im
part no\y and then a word of exhortation to'them that

needed it, and visiting some neighbour mcetin"-s, avasenlarged to speak a few words among tlicni, and thou
returned home to his family, and ontward calling. Thus
continuing until the Lord further enlarged his gift, jimj
that lie came to know a further groAvth and increase in
the truth, and in his testimony for it; and tlien found

drawings in his spirit into the north of England and

afterward into many other parts of it; amfinto Scot

land and Holland, and some parts of Germany, where
he travelled, andAvas serviceable among them, the more
in that he had obtained an understanding in the Dutch
language, in a very short time, of Avhose service there
in the divers visits that lie gave them, Ave leave to our
dear friends in those parts, to give account.

He had a large understanding given liim, not only in

spiritual, but also in temporal things, by which he Avas
very serviceable to many AvidoAvs and fatherless and

others, (as divers can testify,) being very ready and free

to assist them; and as he had freely received, did freely
give; and Avas therein not only serviceable to Friends,
but also to others of his neighbours.

at Colchester, concerning Stejihen CrisjJ. 11
lie Avas zealously and conscientiously aflected for the
peace and prosperity of Friends in every place ; and for

that cause diligently laboured amongst them ; and Avhen
lie was not able to ride or travel much hy reason of his
distempers, as in former days, he continued chielly iii

this town^ of Colchester, and in the city of London, in
the Lord's work and service, as long as strength and
ability of body lasted.

lie was of a constant, firm, bold mind and spirit,
against all those that secretly or oiienly sought occa
sion to make rents and divisions among us in the churches
of Christ, and lalioured diligently to preserve the simplehearted trom being iietrayed by their snares and cunning
insinuations, exhorting them, (as diil the a[U)stle,) to

mark those that cause divisions, and to avoid them, and
to keep in the unity of the spirit, and in the sense of tiic

grace received, that all might grow up in it, into a fur

ther discerning of the myslerious workings of the enemy
that goes round about, and tries every way, to see whom
he might devour.
He had a gift of utterance beyond many, sound in
judgment and doctrine, and very convincing to the un
derstandings of many that heard him ; for which cause,
his testimony was ailecting to many that were not of us,
who would come to hear him when tie was with us : and

he would often call to people to come and try the suffi
ciency of the grace of God, (that a measure of it was
committed to them,) and wliether it was not able to save

from sin, (yea, to the utmost,) all such as received and
obeyed it. He divided the word aright, and turned many
from darkness to light; many mourners have been com

forted by him, and many tender-hearted helped, through
their inward exercises and conilicts of spirit, and hath

been a strength to them in their spiritual warfare: but
his testimony was as a sharp two-edged sword, to the re
bellious, obdurate, and hard-hearted, to the piercing
through them many a time; and his very outward coun
tenance hath sometimes struck to the hearts of some,

as some have since confessed ; and some that have gotten

into a spivit of enmity, have been made through the

13 The Testimony of the Men^s Meeting
power that did accompany him, to come and acknowledi^e
tiic Imrt which tliat spirit had done tliem; and that the
JL(»rd was with him.

And at taking his last farewell, wlien he was a1)ont to

leave us, lie was for several meetings liefore his depar

ture, mightily opened in his spirit, in our piililic meetings
desiring to be clear of the Iilond of all, (as he several
times of late said he was,) labouring to siieak to the

states of all, and also to Friends' services to which tiicy

were called in their day, to keep truth's testimony clear
from all unrighteous actions that might be committed hv

those that lived not in that they made profession of, and
to set Judgment a-top of them, saying, if we ceased to

.separate between tiie precious and the vile, tlie vile would

overrun us, and we should become like other people •

also he took notice of, and rejoiced in the love and unity
that had been, and was among us, exhorting and coun
selling of us to be, and continue in the same mind, keep
ing the unity of the spirit, in the bond of iicace.
He was beloved of his friends, his townsmen and
neighbours, and left or had not many enemies, at least
more than apostates and false professors of the truth
who forsaking and turning their backs on God, no won
der such are envious, and opposers of his servants.

He was very tender and helpful to divers, who have

been of late called forth into a public testimony, and
into the same work wherein he Avas himself employed
by his great Lord and Master Christ Jesus, being very

tender and ready to help forward that which he found
to come from the motion of the seed of life in any, and
Avould speak a word in season to such. And his last

testimony in our yearly meeting on that account, is worthy
of remembrance.

And in his last being among us, he was very

weighty in his visits in our private families, and much

and often dropping some weighty discourse among us for
our edification, furtherance, and growth in the trutli.
For all which works sake, he was much esteemed

and was worthy of double honour; and we doubt not

but is clothed with a large share of that lionoui', glory

at Colchester, concerning StejJhen Crisj}- 43

and immortality with our God, which is the portion of
all those that lailhfully serve, and honour the Lord in
their day, as he did.

Signed in behalf of our ]VIcn*s Meeting at Colchester,

the seventeenth of the liighth month, ,l0t):3,

A r t h u r C o i t e n , T h o m a s W e a r,

Thomas Bales, Daniel Vande Wall,

Solomon Formantell, Anthonij Whayiwol,
John Fnrhj, Henry Fumfret,
Samuel Cooper, John Ferry.
R i c h a r d Wa l l e r,

F R O M

T H E S E C O N D - H AY M O R N I N G J M E E T I N G ,

ThcJ'oitrlh of the Fourth month, 1694.

BEING not willing to multiply many particular testi

monies concerning our dear deceased friend and brother
Steplien Crisp, and having unity with the aforegoing ac
counts, ill a living remembrance of tbat love, lite and

])ower tliat he was endued witli, and of bis labours and

services in the gospel of peace, in the church of Clirist,

aud of Ids travails and sufVerings for propagation and

preacldng the same, we hereunto subscribe our names,

aud tenderly desire that all may love, live, and have

their minds sincerely exercised towards the Lord, in that

which teacheth how to rightly prize, esteem and make
use of the Lord's mercies, and the labours, services and

writings of the ministers and servants of Christ, in whose
love we remain

Servants of Christ, and well-wishers to all men,
George Whitehead, John

Francis Camjleld, William R^K^ley,

John Vaughton, Samuel Waldenjield,
John Edridge, Fran. Stamper.
Ambrose lligge,

' J J I K

T E S T I M O N Y
OF
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YEARLY MEETING OE EEIENDS,
Ueld at Amsterdam, tlic FilCli Month, Anno I 01)3, conccniiiu^

our dear Iriend, und Servant of Clii ist Jesus, ^
STEPHEN

C R I S P.

HEINIt acquainted with tlic intentions of our dear

friends and brethren in Pinglaud, to coininit to posterity,

ill a collection, the writings of that eminent servant of
God, and faithful minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ

Stephen Crisp, whose ministry in and through the power
of God, ivas etrectiu'il unto many; ami ;iinongst tin; rest
to us also in these eastern countries, vi'/.. Holland, Friesland, Emljden, Hamljiirgh, Frederickstadt, JJautzick

Palatinate, and Crevelt: and we having lieen no small
sharers with our friends in England, &c. in the blessed
benefit of his acceptable service, do give also our testi
mony, (in this collection concerning him,) in a true and

faithful account of his services, labours and travels in
these parts, apd to bless the Lord for Ids continued care
over Ids cliurcli and people here, who sent Idni first
amongst us, about the time that it pleased God to take
from us our dear and well-beloved friends, and his faith
ful servants, and ministers of the gosjiel, AVilliani Ames

"William Caton, and John Higgins, wlio had it chiclly
upon them to preach the truth, and watcii over the little

flock of Christ in these countries, and to minister unto
the believers thereof in these parts, according to the hea

venly gift committed to them. AYe say, we have cause to
bless the Lord, and esteem his IJivine hand of provi

dence, that about that juncture of time, the Lord should

move upon the sjjirit ol this our dear friend &. C. iu tpg
powerful drawings of his love, to turn his face towards

us. And in the movings of that love and life in which

he then liegan to recommend himself to us, (and in which
he still lives among us,) he was made willing to put his

The Testimony of the Yearly .Meeting, ^'c. 1.^
alioulders uiulcr Die hiii Uicns tliat lie was to bear in these

parts, on the trntii'.s account ; and that in sncli a degree,
that he made it not only his work to come and visit us

sometimes, and thereby give us oiiportunities to be refresh
ed and comforted in his coiniiany, in our meetings and
private discourses, (as we have also been with many others
of our dear and beloved iViiMids from bbigland, from time

to time,) but also he very diligently took notice of all
the occurrences in which truth ^\as concerned, and was

not weary of labouring in the spirit of wisdom and un-

ilcrstanding, (which God Avas jileased to endue him Avith
in a large measure,) both in Avords and aa ritings, in the
spreading of the truth, in doctrine, and stoiiiiing the
mouths of gainsayers, and turning Jiack the calumnies
and falsehoods Avhicli Averc often cast upon the truth,
and return it upon the heads of its enemies and opposers;
and also in counsel, information, admonition, exhortation

and advice, both in public and private preaching the truth

very acceptably in the Loav Dutch language, and assisting

divers Avays many that Avanted it, in the ordering of thefr
concerns belonging to this Avorld, for Avhich also the Lord

had greatly furnished him Avith a capacity beyond many
others : and Avhen from time to time, his service for God's

truth called him from hence, he left us ahvays that comfort,

that he did not draAA^ his heart from us, (Avhich Avas very
fatherly toAvards us,) but held a constant eye upon ns, and
truth's and our concern here, and Avas ahvays ready, as
much as that outward distance, and his service in England
Avould permit him, to assist us, as Avhen he Avas present
among us. And Avlien he came to Holland, lie also generally Avent to Eriesland, Avhere he visited some there
that Avere in a measure convinced; and others that Avero

willing to hear his testimony for the truth, even before
there -was a meeting settled in that province, Avith dear

Josiah Coale, in the year I6O7. AfterAvard also he Avent
to Hi'oninghen, Embden, Hamburgh, and Frederickstadt;
at LeuAvarden he visited some Friends that Avere but a

little before imprisoned there for coming into Friesland,
contrary to the edict there publislied, forbidding any
Quakers coining thither. Against Avhich persecution he

16 The Testimony of the Tearly Meeting, 8^c.
^\Tote his two l)ooks, the Pirst and Second I'art ol tlie

Outcry against the Persecution in h riesland.
In other places thereahouts, he preached the gospel,
to tlie strengthening and coiniorting God's heritage in
those parts, being in the year IdTd- In the year 10()7,

lie visited the small company of Kriends, tlien living at

a place called Creyshcim, in the J^alalinate; also he
went to Heydelberg, the residence of the prince elector
Charles Louis, to acquaint him Avitli the unrighteous

dealings of tlie magistrates of C'reysheim, in taking from
Friends, three or four times the value of goods for an

imposition, which Friends for conscience sake could not
pay; and Avas friendly received, and discoursed by the,
prince; Avhereby Friends Avere somewhat eased in their
suflcrings. Another time he made a journey into the
county of Mcurs, to the town ot Crevel, A\ here a meet
ing Avas set up. Also he visited some Avell-ail'ected peo
ple at Weesel and Cleef; and Anno ItiSii, he gave us his
last visit here in Holland. And though his heart was
Avith us to the end of his days, yet his bodily Aveakness

and infirmities groAving upon, and disabling him from

jierforming siicli travels, prevented him from manifesting
such endeared love to us in such manner as he used to
do before. And so at last, he having tinished his ser-

A'ice, and done his Avork, (lor Avhich the Lord had raised
]iim up, and assisted liini Avith his jioAver, presence and

Avisdom to perform,) he is entered into the rest of the

righteous and faitliful folloAvers of the Lamb, having
passed through many exercises both iiAA ard and outAvard,
Avhich to mention, Ave shall leave to others, who Avere

more fully acquainted Avith them. And Ave dare not repine
for the loss of his outAvard company, but rest satisfied in
the Avill of God, giving thanks to him, Avho hath blessed

us in the enjoyment of his service of love, being still

partakers of the blessed eflects thereof; and hope the

Lord of licaA'en and earth, Avill be pleased to raise uj)

many others, to stand up in the places of such faitliful
labourers in his vineyard.

Signed in behalf of, and by order of the Quarterly

Meeting abovesaid, by

JOHN CLAUS.
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LIFE OF STEPHEN CRISP,
C.

I

VINO

AN ACCOUNT OF lltS CONVINCKMKNT, TUAVEUS, UAIiOUUS, AND
SUFFERINGS, IN AND FOR THE TRU TH.

Oil! all yc saints, and all ye inhabitants of the earth,
let the name of Jeliovali be famous among yon, for there
is no God like unto him ; and let his mercies and judg

ments be remembered ami recorded from generation to
generation; for inlinite is his goodness, and his loving

kindness unspeakable. And aitbough no man can fully

I'ecouut bis loving kindness to him reached out, yet let
all men testify of his goodness, and declare of his mercies
by which he is engaging the sons of men to himself and
winning and gatiiering again the scattered to the true rest.
And therefore, Avell said David, " I will remember the

years of the right hand of the Most High; 1 will remem

ber the works of the Lord: surely I will remember his

wonders of old. I will meditate of all thy works, I will
talk of thy doings." Psal. 77- ver. 10,11, 13. And who
can feel his goodness, and partake of his love, but it
will constrain a testimony to him? And in the sweet re
membrance of his manifold innumerable mercies, I am
even overcome. For my whole life hath been as a con

tinued series of mercy and goodness, and all my days

hath he been my upholder; when I knew him not he was

nigh unto me; yea when I rebelled against him, he ceas
ed not to be gracious; his covenant stood with his seed

Christ: and for his sake he spared me. His long-sulTer-

ing and patience was extended towards me, else I had
been cut off in the days of my gainsaying. But oli! well
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may I say lie is a God gracious and merciful, long-suf

fering and patient, full of compassion. Oh ! let this his

name he proclaimed to the ends of the earth, and let the
cars of the heathen be opened, to hear the sound of his
praise.
And surely the Lord hath had an eye of tender com

passion upon me, from the day that he formed me, and
liath appointed me to his praise, and to witness fortli his
goodness, for so soon as I can remember, and so soon as
X was capable of understanding, he made me to under

stand that which consented not to any evil, Tint stood in
my soul as a Avitness against all evil; and manifested that
I should not lie, nor steal, nor he stulihorn, nor !)e dis-

ohedient, but should liehave myself in meekness and
quietness, and set truth before me, as that whicli Avas bet
ter than falsehood; and this same Avitness even in the

days of my childhood ministered peace and boldness

unto me, when I heai-kened to the counsel of it; Init there

was a contrary nature and seed in me that Avas of this

world, and not of God; Avhich inclined unto evil,

unto the Avay and manner of this evil world, as most of

all suiting the carnal mind; and an eye hegan to open in
me that saAV Avhat Avas acceptable Avith man, rather than
Avhat Avas Avell-plea^ing to God.

And that eye being daily ministered unto by the va

rious objects, and examples of vanity, a delight spnin°up in that Avhich Avas evil, and my senses became exer

cised Avith vanity, by Avhich the pure seed became op
pressed and grieved from day to day, and began to cry
out against me; and condemnation began to be stirred up

in me, and fear entered, Avhere l)efore, no fear Avas, and

the pure innocency Avas lost; and then having at any

time done or spoken any evil, then the light, "(or pure
principle,) in me Avould manifest it to me, and shoAv me,

that I ought not so to have done: and I felt condemna
tion, which hoAV to escape I kneAv not; but then the evil

spirit that led to transgress, would ahvays stand ready
to help in this need; and sometimes stirred up the subtilty
in me, to plead a reason for Avhat I had done, or a pro
vocation, or a good intent, or else to deny, or at least to
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mitigate the evil of iny deed, and so to stop the nioutli of
the witness of (lod, and to see if I conld escape the con
demnation of the witness of God and procure my own

peace. 13iit alas ! this was a miscral)le help,, for the light
would often shine through all this,, and (juell my reason

ings; and showed me, wlicn I was hut a child, that in the
pure reason that is from God, there is no reason for any
evil, let provocations, temptations, or examples he what
they can, or will: and so Avas 1 often stripped naked

from all my reasoning and coverings; and then 1 learned

another Avay to get ease from the judgment, and that when
T was very young, about seven or eiglit years old. I would
use when judgment overtook me for evil, to yield that it
Avas so: and tlierefore thought I must do something to
please God again, and so hereupon 1 learned to pray,
and to weep in secret, and to covenant Avitli God lor more

Avatchfnlness, and so then I thought for a season 1 Avas

as one unburthciied from my Avcight; yet this best state

Avas accomi)anied Avith many douhtings and (picstionings,
whetiier my evils Avere blotted out, or no: especially
Avhen [ saAV that I Avas again overtaken by the evil spi ■

rit, and led into evil thoughts, Avords, or actions, for the
witness cried even then to have my Avhole mind given ui)
to the Lord, and that in thought, Avord, and deed, 1
should serve him, but I kneAV not that it Avas from God;

but this I kncAv, that I Avanted poAAxr to ansAver the re-

cpiirings of that in me, Avhich Avitnesseth .against evil in

me, and this I lamented day and night: and Avhen I Avas
about nine or ten years old, I sought the poAver of God
with great diligence and earnestness, Avith strong cries
and tears; and if I had had the Avhole Avorld I Avould
have given it, to have knoAvn hoAV to obtain poAver over

my corrnptions. And Avhen I saAv the carelessness of
other children, and their profaneness, and that they did
not, (that I conld discern,) think of God, nor Avere not

in trouble, though they Avere far more Avicked than I, in

their speech and actions ; ah Lord! thought I, Avliat Avill
become of tliese? Seeing so lieaA'y hand is upon me, I

can find neither peace, nor assurance of thy love.

Then the enemy Avonld tempt me to rest, and he quiet,
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in tliat it Mas better m Itli nic tlian Mith otliers, anil nij
reason Mrouglit strongly to make up a peace to myscif
herein, I)ut the pure M itness follou'ed me, and lei't mc
not, but pursued me nigiit and day, and Inoke my peace
faster than 1 could make it u[i, for my mind Mas in my
own Morks. And 1 could see no further, [ iieard talk of
a Christ and Saviour, but oli! thought I, that I knew
liim.

My ear M'as lent to the discourses and <lisiHitations of

the times, Mhich Mere very many; and one Mhile 1 let

in one thing, and another M'hile another. Sometimes I

heard men dispute that God sees no sin in his people;

then I said, surely 1 am none of them; for lie marketh
all my transgressions. OtherM hile, men talked of an elec
tion, and a reprobation of persons before time; and tliat

I considered diligently, and tliought, if that Mere so, and
I could but get so many signs and marks of an elect soul

as might bring me to cpiiet, then I M'ould keep it- and

not be so tossed as I had been. Then 1 grew a very di
ligent hearer, and regarder of the Ijcst ministers, as the

were reputed; and M'ent ndth as much diligence and.
cheerfulness to reading, and to hearing sermons, as other

children M ent to their [day and sportings. And M hen 1

heard any one treat upon that point of election; and liow

a man might know if they were elect, and M ould in their

dark Mdsdom lay down signs of a true Iieliever, and sio-ns
of an elect soul, then M'ould 1 try myscif in their measmc
and weigh myself in their balance, and so gather un a

little peace to myself, finding such things in me as thev

spoke of for signs; as, a desire against sin, a loathin^

myself for sin, a love to them that were counted the bes^
people, a longing to be rid of sin, &c. But alas! here was
yet but the blind leading my poor blind soul. This was

not the balance of the sanctuary; and when 1 had gotten
a little peace and quietness, and thought to hold it, alas

it would soon be shattered and broken, and when God's
pure witness arose in me, that I must be weighed in the

true balance, oh then I found I was much too light; then

anguish would again kindle in me, and a cry was in me •
Oh whither shall I go? and what shall I do? that I
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may conic to a seltled slate, liciorc I i^o hence ami he
seen no more. And in tliis ^volnl condition, the thoughts

of death would hriiig a dread over soul and hody; and
treinhling and horror was often upon me, tearing that 1

was set a[iart for a vessel of wrath for ever, and must,

bear the iiery indignation of (iod for ever. And oh, that

word for ever, would often he terrible to me, hut how to

prevent it 1 knew not; for now L liegan to perceive my
own insutliciency, and my want of (toil's power, and that

it was not in my own power to keep mysell out of sin,

and tiie wages of it was death, so that 1 was in a great
strait, sometimes thinking 1 had better give over seek
ing, and sometimes thinking, if L perish i had hetiev

perish seeking, and here the good got the upper hand tor
a season, and 1 became a diligent seeker, and prayei',
and mourner, and would often tind out the most secu'ct.

Ilelds and unusual places, there to pour out my complaints
to the Lord.

AVheii 1 was hut about twelve years old, my general

and coustaut cry was after the iiower by which I might

overcome corruptiou.s, and although I heard the teachers

of those times, daily saying, none could live without sin, ^
and the doctrine of perfection holden as a dangerous

error, yet that did not abate my cry ; though indeed it did

often weaken my hclief of obtaining; and so made my

prayer almost faithless, and so without success. Hut 1

knew that Avithont the power of God I. must perish, let

them say Avhat they could, and I could not reckon my

self saved while I Avas captivated Avith a corrupt and re- >

hellions nature, let them all say Avhat they could: for 1
remembered the Avords of Christ, He that committeth sin
is the servant of sin, and that I kne.Av Avas I. And in this

iron furnace I toiled and laboured, and none kncAV my

sorroAvs and griefs, Avhicli at times Avere almost intolerable,

so that I Avished I had never I)een born, or that my end

might be like the beasts of the field, for I counted them hap

py, for they had no such bitter combat here as 1 bad, nor
should not endure that hereafter, that 1 iearedl must en

dure fitter all, for I did sec my misery, but 1 saAV no Avay
to e.scape. Then 1 thought I had best not keep my mi-
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sevy so close, hut disclose it to some that may lie mlHit

help me; Imt well might 1. say miserahle ((mifoi-ters I.

found them ail to lie; for then they would hid me ajiply
the promises liy faith, and sncU comfort out of the scrip
tures; and tell me of the apostle's state, mentioned in the
7th of the Romans, and tell me it was so witli him, and

yet he was a servant of .lesns Clirist, and such like de
ceitful dauhings as they hail daniied themselves u itii, in

Jikc manner dealt they with me; not considerin--how Uie
apostle called that a wretched and an undelivered state

as I might well do mine. Hut all these things took hut
little place in me, my wound remained unheaTed and he
that wounded me and was ahle to liave healed m'e was
nigh me, and I knew him not; lint I went gi„pi„„. j,', ,
dark and dismal nigiit of darkness, seeking tlie liviil-

among the dead, as many more did, hut it so dark
that we that did so could not see one another. .Vnd' as
for the priests and professors of those times, the most'( f

them would hoast of cxiuiriences, and of zeal, and 'f
assurances of the love of Rod, and what comfort thev »

joyed hy thinking or meditating of the sullering of (^<|
for their sins, &c. Alas! thought 1,1 could think of
things as well as yon, hut my wound still remains

and f see that I am as one of tiie cruciliers, m hile

in sin, for Avhich he died, and my soul lono-ed aflio-

I other kind of knowledge of him, tiian tharwhichV-'*"!^
Mje attained hy reading, for I see that the worst as-n

as the l>est could attain to that; hut I durst not lean ^
them so much as I had done, hut then 1 hcgan to ha
what more loosened in my mind from the priests ftl/'"lT

I left them not wholly,) hut now hegan to lind' imt^^tf meetinp of those tlien called Separatists, and to hear

their gifted men so called, whose doctrine [ took notice
savoured more of zeal and iervency, than most of tlie

priests did, neither did I see them so covetous to make a
gain of preaching, not yet heing come to see how thev
coveted greatness and applause of men, but I w^s often
affected with their preachings, but still the former bond
Avas upon me, and tiiey yet strengthened it; to -^it that
if I were not elected, I could not be saved, and how l
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uiiglit know, no man conld to]l mc to my satlslaction: so
the fear of tiiis would often da^-h my comfort, and then 1
hepiaii to take notice of the loose, walking oi -snch Sepa- t
ratists, yea. even of the teachers among them, how that

they were not yet redeemed from foolish jesting, irom idle

words, from anger and ])assion, and sometimes it liroke

out lu'other against brother, and so ran out to parties, and
to breaches and schisms, and rending their churche.s,

which they often both built and pulled down with their
own hands, 1 also saw how unconstaut they were, some

times letting in one doctrine, sometimes another, tossed
with winds: imt not a word could I hear how L might ob

tain power over sin. Over some sins and some lusts I had,
but over all I. had not; and nothing else would satisiy me.

Tlien I began wiien I was al)out seventeen or eighteen
ycar.s of age, (o see.lv yet furtlier, and lieariiig ol a people
that held ibrth, the deatli of Christ for all men, 1 went to
hear them, and after some time 1 came to see that there ivas

more light, ami a cleaver understanding of the scriptures
among Uiem, than among the former: so 1 began to be
conversant ivith them, and fre(|uent in their meetings, and
came to be established in that belief, that there was a

dear Son of hope, and way or means of salvation prepar

ed for all people, and none positively by any eternal de

cree excluded, as by name or person, tint as unbelievers
and disobedient. So this ministered comfort a wiiile, and

I set myself to believe, and to get faith in Christ, and to
reckon myself a believer, and fo\nul it a liard work, even

too hard for me, though I cried aloud many times to have

my unbelief helped : yet when I saw sin prevail over me,
alas! said I, where is that faith that purities the heart,

and giveth victory; mine is not such. Then would the
pure witness of Ciod arise and testify against me for my

sin, and the more my understanding was enlarged, the
sharper Avas my judgment; and now it grew so sharp,

that I knew not how to endure it so Avell as 1 had done

in my childhood; but the rough and rel)cllious nature be

ing now grown strong, and I in the prime and strength
of^my youth, and seeing how others si)cnt tljeir time in
pleasure and vanity, a secret lust and desire kindled in
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mc to pavlakcof their cup; yet for a time I was kept in,

as Willi a hit: and rather look (leiiji^ht hi take noliec of
the varielies of wils, and invenlions, that had heen in forc-

timcj which 1 found liy liooks, hein;; nuich £;iven to read-

ini;, and so gathered many sayings anil sentences of wise
philosoi»hers and sages, and in pait ohtained tiie know
ledge of many ages gone hefore me; and these, tilings 1

thought were as an ornament fitting me for disi>onrse,lind

for the company of wise men. And alas I all this while
self stood uncincilied, and all tliat was gotlen was hut

sacrificed and oflercd up for the ohtaining a reputation to

self, which should have heen ke[)t in the cross, yet this
served me a while to feed that unwearied scjirchiii'seeking soul of mine withal; and many things I met wiOi
became as a life unto it for a season, and I began to bless
myself, that my time was no worse spent. And in this

time I found two drawings, one strong drawing and en
ticement was into the world, wholly to give, mvself ui) to

the pleasures, delights, and vanities of it; aiid another
drawing was unto godliness, watchfulness, scrionsnesw

&c. And I, poor man, knew not what to do, as to rel ''
gion; I saw divers, and felt a religious inclination in m »

as I had done from a child, and could have lieen w dl

content to have taken up some form of religi,,,,, but w^—
sore discouraged, because I could see none\)f them Imn
forth that which 1 wauled, either in their life or doctrine
(to Avit,) power over corruptions, Avithout Avhich I kneAA*

religion would be in vain, and not answer the end f'or
which I should take it up; so I desisted takin..- nn anv
form, and kept in the Avild held of this Avorld, ainl w-m
dered up and doAvn, sometimes to one sort of peoide
sometimes to another; taking a sharp in.s|)ection into

their lives and doctrines, though I confess, I left my
garden undressed, until many noisome Aveeds over"reAv
And so that I began to loose my tenderness of conscmnce'

Avhicb I had had, and began to take pleasure in the com'
pany of the wicked, and in many things to become like
them, and came to be captivated more than ever Avith
mirth and jollity, and oft would sing when I had' cause

to hoAvl and mourn, and fell to gaming and pastime, and
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presumed upon the mercy of God, and had a secret l)cliel,

that God would one day maiiilest his power, and brine;
me out of this state; and therefore had often a dread upon

me, of rnuiiing so far into wickedness, as some otliers
did, and was kept from many gross evils that my compa
nions ran into; and herein was the infinite goodness ol
Uie Lord manifest, which when I came to sec with

eye, it Ijrokc my heart; yea, my heart and soul praisetli

the Lord for his mercy, who kept me when I knew hiiu
not. And though provocations and temptations were

many, that did attend me, yet out of divers ahominations
was I preserved, and I must say and acknowledge, as

the Lord said to Abimelcch, it was the Ijord that pie-

served or kept me, so this kind of course of liie Avent on
for a season, about two or three years, until a Aveanuess

came upon me thereliy; for many times in the very midst
of all my mirth, the hand of the Lord Avould be heavy

upon me, and lis righteous judgment Avould kindle in
me, and put a stop to my course, and then avouUI I la

ment me ill secret, and sometimes complain to others ot

my sore captivity and slavery to sin, and often Avould 1

be arguing, and conferring Avith them that Avere counted
experienced Christians, Iioav peace and assurance might
be attained; some Avould say by reading and applying

promises, but that Avay I had tried so often and so long,

that it took now but little Avith me, for I saw I Avas in

another state than that unto Avhich the promises Avere

made. Others said the only Avay Avas to he obedient to
the commands and ordinances of Jesus Christ, and to be

conformahlc to the primitive saints, in Avalking in church-

order and communion, Avhere every one had the strength

of many, and all the church bound to watch over every
member. To these counsellors I hearkened, and Avas

Avilling to do any thing, to find the poAver, and reproach
should not keep me back, so I took up that ordinance,

(as they called it,) of Avater baptism, expecting then to

have found power more than before. And my aviU
>vrougld strongly to bridle and keep doAvn that airy

part and sinful nature, and for a season strove to uphold
and maiutain myself to be in a better state than befored<
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tiie virtue that should sauctify and Avash me T did
not feel, my mind iicing aI>road, ami the reasotis that

kept me were not tiie operation of the pure love of God
in my heart, and his grace prevailing in me, to teach me,
but rather an eye to tiic rc[mtation of my religion, ainl
that 1 might not seem to have run and acted all in vaiu.

J3ut these reasons held hut for a season, before the temp

tation grew too strong for my will, and the devil entered

his own ground, and prevailed upon me, and led me

captive into sin and evil, and drew me into vain company
ainl vain sjjorts, and delights, ami pastimes again as be

fore; so that 1 sufficiently saw 1 wanted what i wanted
before, and had grasped but at a shatlow, and catched
nothing but wind, and that my baptism was short of

John's, who did indeed baptize with a i)aptism of repent

ance, and prepared the Avay of the Lord, and made his

path straight; but mine did not so much, and therefore
was much move short of the baptism of Christ, in which
the fire was to be found, that should burn up what \
oflensive to God, ami grieved his holy Soirit m'n

mi me with his Spirit,"which takes delight\r in

that is corrupt. This baptism 1 saw was wantin- nnS
therefore a dissatisfaction began to groAV nj) iu
of myself, and of my way; and L testified unto the^M
ders, so called of the church, that God would sh -ll "

overturn all oui- worshi[)s and religions, which stood in

outward and carnal things, and would make known some

Avay a-top of them all, that should stand for ever When

they inquired what that way should be, I confessed T
knew not, but waited to see what it might be. And -ibnnt
those days many exercised themselves in talkiii"- and
discoursing of a people called Quakers, after wl'.on
I listened, but thougb I hearkened with great dillo-enre

\ I could hear no good report of them but much harm n„d

many false and wicked lies Avere cast upon them- o'nlv

this I took notice of, that they suffered cruel mockin-f

and grievous sufferings patiently ; now I did exiicri lUof

when the Avay of God Avas made manifest, it Avould be
hated and persecuted; yet I thought that should not at
all deter or affright ine from owning of it, and Avalkin-

A Journal of the Life of SteiJien Crisj^. 27

ill it, if once I knew it. But forasiuuch as T heard they |
held perfection in this life, (hat was a thing the. old wis
dom of the serjient conlil not reach nor join with, hnt I
reasoned against it strongly, in that dark fallen wisdom

in which many are still lighting for sin, which is (he,

devil's host, whom I now see to i)e no iie.tter than the.

host of Alagog, lighting against the Land), and his inno

cent life, saying in their hearts, liiile thon in heaven il

thon wilt, for on earth thon shalt have no place: no, not
one sonl to hear rule and sovereignty over. And 1 can hnt

pity thousands who are lighting tlie devil's (piarrels in this
matter, but having faithfully lahonred with them in my
generation, 1 leave them that arc wilful and stniihorn op-

posers, who will in nowise receive that which is pertect
in this life, to receive the wages of imperfection in the
life to come. But I say, in this same fallen wisdom did
I reason divers ways, too many now to name, against

the truth, the fame whereof Iliad heard as the Scripture

speaks, while I was in death and in the Avay of destruc
tion. But a messenger of this truth I had not seen, hut
longed much to see one, wishing night and day, that onr
parts might he visited by them, as I had heard others

were : and at last the Lord sent his faithful servant and

messenger of his everlasting gospel, James Parncl, to

to our town of Colchester, about the Fourth mouth, I6a5.

and in the 37th year of my age, who came in the name

and power of 'the Most High God, in which he turned
many to righteousness, both there and in other countries

before, of whom some remain, and many are fallen asleep.

When I saw this man, being but a youth, and kneiv not

the power nor spirit that was in him, I thought to with
stand him, and began to query and seek discourse with
him; but I quickly came to feel the spirit of sound judg
ment was in him, and the witness of God arose in me,

and testilicd to his judgment, and signilied I must own
it; it being just and true, and I the same day and hour
testified, that all our rods of profession would be lost or

devoured by bis rod, alluding to that of Moses, and the
magicians of Egypt, which is and shall certainly come to
pass; so that day I went to a meeting, and heard him
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declare the everlasting gospel, in tlie name and authority
of the Lord, Avliich I could not \vitli all my m i.sdom and

knowledge withstand, but was constrained to own and

confess unto the truth. And iiere at the very first of my
convincement did the enemy of my soul make trial to

slay me, and that after this manner, that seeing my wis

dom and reason was overcome hy the trntli, J "could not
therewith withstand it, therefore J. received the trutli,

and held it in the same part witii which I withstood it,

and defended it with the same wisdom hy wiiich I re
sisted it, and so was yet a stranger to the. cross that was
to crucify me ; and was at liiierty in the discoursative
spirit, to lay out my wits and parts for the truth. But J.

soon felt my sacrifice, (tliough 1 ollered tiie best my

eartli Avould afford,) was not accepted, hut sometliin'""
else was still called for; ami a cry Avas in me w inch

called to judgment, and the, earth that had long covered
her slain, began to be moved, but not yet removed out

of its place, and great were the strugglings of my tlioun-hts
and a great desire kindled in me how I might coim

hend the truth in my understanding, as 1 liad done t\ic
doctrines and principles of other religions; but all mv

labour therein Avas to no purpose, "for a death was

determined upon that Avisdom from the Lord; so I saw
my labour in vain, my fishing could catch nothinall
that night Avhile 1. Avrought in the dark; and had not the
guidance of the Light.

So in this state I continued a month or tAvo, but then

a swift sAvord Avas drawn against that Avisdoni and com
prehending mind, and a strong hand gave the stroke and
I Avas hewn doAvn like a tall cedar, that at once comes
doAvn to the ground.

But then, oh the avo, misery and calamity that open

ed upon me ! Yea, even the gates of hell and destruction

stood open, and I saAV myself nigh falling thereinto my
hope and laith, and all fled from me, I had no pvop' left
me to rest upon. The tongue that Avas as a river Avas

noAv like a dry desert; the eye that AvouUl, qy at 'least
desired to see every thing, Avas now so blind, that I
could see nothing certainly, but my present undone and
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misevable state. Oli! tlien I cried out iu tlic I)ittcrncss of

my soul, -what liath all my profession profited me ? I am

poor and blind, and naked, ulio thought I bad been rich

and well adorned. Then saw 1 tlie well-favoured harlot

stript, and the great whore was brought into remembrance
before G'od : and her judgment was come, and how to
escape the tire of the vengeance which broke forth, I knew
not. Oh, how doleful was my nights, and sorrowiul was

my days! my delights withered even in wife and children,

and in all tilings, and the glory of the whole world pas

sed away like a scroll that is burnt with fire, and I saw
nothing left in the whole world to give me any comfort;

my sun lost lier light, and my moon was darkened, and

the stai's of my course wore fallen, that I knew no more
how to dix'ect my way, but was as one forsaken in a
liowling desert iu the darkest iiiglit; and wlien I saw

what God liad done, (for I believed it was his doing,) I
Avas ready to cry, 1 am forsaken for ever, and never Avas

sorroAV like mine, my Avound is incurable, and my sick

ness none can heal. iVlas! my tongue nor pen cannot, ex

press the sorroAvs of those days in Avhich 1 sat me doAvn

in silence, fear and astonishment, and Avas encompassed
Avith sorroAV and darkness ; and 1 kneAV none to make my

moan unto: I heard of joy and salvation, but could scarce
think that CA cr I should be a partaker of it, I still Avant-

ing that living faith, Avhich the apostle said, Avas of the

operation of God, avIio raised up Jesus, the true seed,

Avhich seed I still felt groaning in me to be delivered
from the burden of sin, and from the oppression of the
carnal mind. So after long travail, strong cries, and many

bitter tears and groans, 1 found a little hope springing iu
me, that the Lord in his oavu time Avould bring forth his

seed, even his elect seed, the seed of his covenant, to rule
in me; and this Avas given mc at a time Avhen a sense of
my OAVU unAVorthiness had so overAA helmed me in sorroAv

and anguish, that I thought myself niiAvorthy of any of
the creatures; forasmuch as I Avas out of the coA'enant of

God, tviid hereupon Avas tempted to deny myself of them :
then did the hope of the resurrection of the just spring in

me, and I was taught to Avait on God, and to eat and
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drink in fear and wak lifulneir.s, sliowiiiq foi tli the Lord'jj

death till he should conic to he raised to live and rei;;n
in me, so then I waited as one that iiad hoi>e that (/od

would he gracious to me; yet something in me would fain
have known the time how lon^ it siiould he, hut a faith

ful cry was in me: which called that to deatii : and ujion

a time heinp; weary of my own thou^lits in the nieetine;of

God's people, 1 thought none was "like me, and it was

but in vain to sit there Avitii such a wanderin"- mind as

mine was, while though 1 lahoured to stay it, '^et coidd
not as 1 would; at length, I thought to g^i forth, and as

I was going, the J_iord thundereii through lue, sayiii"*,
that wliicii is weary must die; so I turned to my seat aiul
waited in the belief of God, for tiie death of" that part
Avhich was w eary of tiie work of («'o(l,and grew more di-

b^cnt in seekiijj^ dcc-ith, th at 1 might he haptized f(»r the

dead ; and that i might know how to put oil* the old man
with his deeds and words, and imaginations, his fashions

and customs, his friendship and wisdom, and all that anpertained to him, and the cross of Christ was laid ui' '
me, and I hore it. And as I came willingly to take, it ui)
found it to lie to me, that thing which 1 had sou-ht from
my childhood, even the power of God; for hy if l

crucilied to the world, and it to me, which nothiu"- cVs\^

could ever do: hut oh, how glad was my soul when I
bad found the way to slay my souls enemies; oh the
secret joy that was in me in the midst of all my conllicts

and comiiats, T had tiiis confidence, if 1 take hut ui) the
cro.ss, 1 shall obtain victory, for that is the power of God
through faith to salvation, and as 1 have found it so in

some things, so I shall do in all in due time; then the re

proach of the gospel became joyous to me; thon-h in
those days it was very cruel and grievous to flesh and
blood, yet I despised it, and that for the joy that was
now set before me, of which I had some hope I should
in time be made a partaker, if I abode faithful; and that
was my great care night and day, to keej) so low and out

of the workings of my own will, that I migl,t diseern

the mind of God, and do it, though in never so -reat a
cross to my own. Yet the enemy of my soul followed me
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close and very secretly, and takine; notice how willing I
Avas to obey the Lord, lie strove to gel oj) into the seat
of God, and to move as an angel of light, to hetray me,
and to lead me into something that was like the service
of God, and many sore contlicls did I meet withal heforc
I was ahle in all things to distinguisli lietween the work
ings of tiie true spirit and power, from that which Avas
hut transformed; hut forasmuch as I had now surely

tasted of the love and goodness of God, 1 trusted in him,
and committed the keeping of my soul unto him in sin
gleness of heart; and manifold and daily were his deli
verances made known to me, heyond all recount or re
membrance of man, for which, oh my soul, praise tiiou the
Lord for ever, Avho cared for thee in thy intancy, and
kept thee in the days of thy distress.

So the more 1 came to feel and perceive the love of

God, and his goodness to tlow forth upon me, the more

was 1 humliled and bowed in my mind to serve him, and
to serve the least of his people among whom I walked;
and as the word of wisdom began to spring in me, and
the knowledge of God grew, so 1 became as a counsellor
of them that were tempted in like manner as 1 had been,

yet being kept so low that I waited to receive counsel
daily from God, and from those that were over me in the
Lord, and in Ciirist were before me, against wliom I never

rebelled, nor Avas stubborn, but the more 1 Avas ke[)t in

subjection myself, the more subject Avere evil spirits made

to me, and the more I Avas enabled to help the Avcak and

feeble ones, so the eyes of many came to be upon me, as
one Avith aa Iioiii counsel and understanding, in some mea
sure Avere: and the church of God in those days increased,
and my care daily increased, and the Aveight of things re

lating botii to the outAvard and iiiAvard condition of poor
friends came upon me, and being called of God and his
people to take the care of the poor, and to relieve their ne
cessities as I did see occasion, I did it faithfully for di
vers years, with diligence and much tenderness, exhorting

and reproving any that Avere slothful, and encouraging
them that were diligent, putting a diflerence according to
the AvistloDt given me of God, and still minding my own
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state and condition, and seeking tlie hojioiir tliat comes

from God only : and a cry was in me to keep on my spiri

tual armour, for all enemies were not yet put under my

feet, so I kept my watch, not knowing well where the
enemy might appear, l)ut after a while I fmind his apl)earance once more to be very sharp, and that upon this
occasion.

About the year 1659, I often felt the aboundings of
the love of God in my heart, and a cry to stand given up
to his will, (which 1 thought I was, not knowing or forseeing what the Lord was intending to do with me,) but
Ids eye saw further than mine; this love and tenderness,
and bowels of compassion wrought so in me, that it ex
tended even to all men on the whole face of the earth, so

that I cried in spirit, oh that all men knew thee and thy
goodness! And upon a time, as I was naiting upon the
Lord, his word arose in me, and commanded me to for

sake and part with my dear wife and children, father and
mother, and to go and bear witness to his name in Scot

land, to that high professing nation: but when that came
to pass I found all enemies were not slain indeed • for

the strivings, strugglings, reasonings and dispntinn-s
against the command of God, that 1 then met with can

not be told or numbered. Oli I how I would have plead
ed ray OAvn inability, the care of ray family, my service

in that particular meeting, and many more thin"-s and

all that I might have been excused from this one thiii"-

which was come upon me, that I thought not of, or looked

not for. But after many reasonings, days and weeks by
myself, I thought it best to speak of it to some of the

faithful elders and ministers of this everlasting gospel;
not knowing but they might discourage me, Sid some

thing there was that hoped it, but contrarily they encou
raged me, and laid it upon me to be faithful; so then I

gave up, and acquainted my dear wife therewith, which

began me a new exercise, the enemy working in her
strongly to stop me. But in much patience was 1 kept,
and in quietness, and went and visited Friends' meetings
about Essex, and part of feuftolk, chiefly to see them, and

to take my leave of them, and in some meetings the Lord
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would open my mouth iu a few words to the refrcsliiug
of Friends, but I rather cliosc silence, when 1 might so,

the winter drew nigh, and something would have defer
red it till next summer. Hut tlie Lord showed me it must

not be my time, but his time; then I would have gone

by sea, but the Lord Avithstood me, and showed me, it
must not be my Avay, but his Avay; and if I would be obe
dient he would be with me, and prosper my journey, otherAvise his hand Avould strike me; so 1 gave up all, and
Avith pretty much cheerfulness, at last I obeyed, and about
the end of the Seventh montli I Avent forth, and visited the
clmrclics of Christ.

As I Aveiit along in Lincolnshire and Yorkshire, I
quickly perceived the Lord Avas Avith }ue more than at
other times, and my journey became joyful, and tlie more,
ill that thougli I Avcre but Avcak, poor and loAV, yet God
gave me acceptance among the ciders of Ids people, and

iu every place my testimony Avas owned, and divers Avere

convinced of the everlasting truth ; then I marvelled, and
said, Lord, the glory alone belongs to thee, for thou hast
Avrought wonders for thy name's sake, and for thy holy
seed's sake. So I got into Scotland in the Ninth month,
tliat year, and travelled to and fro that Aviuter on foot
Avith cheerfulness: many straits and difficulties attend
ed me, (Avhich I forbear to mention,) it being the time of

the motion of the English and Scottish armies, upon
which came the revolution of government, and the bring

ing back king Charles the Second into England. AY ell,
about the Eleventh or TAvelfth month I returned and tra

velled into the Avest to AYestmoreland, part of Lanca

shire, and so to the soutliAvard, and in about five or six
months time, Avas by the good hand of God brouglit Jiome
to my Avife and children, and relations; in all my journey

being sAveetly accompanied Avith the presence of the Lord,

and his poAver often filled my earthen vessel and made

my cup to overfloAV : praises for ever be to his name, saith
my soul.

And iu all my journey I lacked not any thing that Avas
good for me, but as it Avas my care in singleness to serve
the Lord, so Avas the tender care of the Lord oA'cr me,
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and he supplied lue uilh Avhalevev av.is needful in my
journey, yet all alon.^ a secret hope did live in nie, that

when the present journey should he accomplished, 1
should he freed from this service, and have liherty to

return to my calliuj; and family, hutcoutrarily it proved;

for when I liad been at home a few days, it lay npoiimc
to go up to London, to visit tlie hretlireu and ciuirch of
God there, so I went in great fear and dread of (iod into

that city; and having continued there a few days, depart

ed northward again at the commandment of the l.ord.
and found my ways prosi)erous wherever I went, and

great encouragement did 1 daily receive from the Lord,

who blessed my labour of love, that l)esides the peace
and joy I felt in myself, 1 saw the eiVect of my labour

and travail of my soul in divers [)laces made maiiifest by

divers being turned from darkness to light, and from

serving the devil's power unto tim i)ower of God : but

still trials attended me and a prison became my porlioii»

nigh two hundred miles from home, and great and -l ievous threatenings were breathed out against me, ami the
same spirit which wi-onght in the persecutors, both in
their cruelty and subtilty, strove to work in me also

But I cried to the Lord, and he helped me/and"mv
faith failed me not, but I. fnllllled my service and testi

mony; and at length was delivered, and several thousands

more, by a public proclamation from the king, and then

returned to my own house, after about eight nionths ab

sence, and my heart was set to serve the Lord, who liad
been good unto me; yet this hope of being freed from
this kind of service, lived long in me, for J found the

work every day more weighty than other, many false

spirits rising up and transforming themselves into the

likeness of truth, yet were enemies to the life of truth
which were the worst enemies of all: and I saw that

Zion's enemy that could no other way prevail, avus uoiv
trying if by a false pretence of holiness and obedience,
lie could deceive and beguile the simple; but I cried to
God, to give me a discerning heart, and in understanding
to comprehend the snare of the enemy, and that 1 iui<dit
be a help to the weak, and he did so; and I saw the
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foundation struck at hy the cncmv, and T c;rcw zealous

for the i^ord and his 'house, and lestitled freely a-ainst
tlic secret deceits of tlie enemy; but, this occasioned me.

yet more exercise and sorrow too; divers who saw not
ttie depths of the working's of satan, judging my zeal
and fervency against tliat contradictious spirit to be need

less. Hut in meekness and patience, the Ijord kept me

out of the warring and striving mind, for I dare not strike
them Avhoin 1 knew to be my fellow servants, but them

that pretended to he so, and yet served and promoted ano

ther interest; them 1 often wounded with the weapon

(rod had given, and they that came to love the judg
ment, were sealed, but many perished in their rebellion

and stubbornness; and the Lord arose and blasted the
work of tlie enemy, and opened tlie eyes of many that
were darkened, and they came to see the end of tiiat

which had been the trouiiler of Israel, and peace, unity
and true love was restored in all our holders; then was

my joy full, and my cup did overllow with praises and

thankfulness to God, who had had regard for his heritage

and people, and had delivered them from the devices of
the wicked one. For my soul grew daily in love with

Zion, and there was nothing in all the world so desir

able to me, as the prosperity of the gospel, and the
spreading and publishing bis name and truth through
the earth; and so this love constrained me to travel witii

great diligence from country to country, to make known

"what God had done for my soul, and to publish the day

of the Lord; yea, the day of redemption in which the

captivity of the spiritual Israel should be brought back,
which did prove glad tidings unto many, wlio received
the report and believed it; they came to behold the reve

lation of the holy powerful arm of God to their souls' sa

tisfaction. And in most parts of England where I travel

led, I found a daily adding to the church, such as were

like to be saved; and hereupon my joy increased, and X
began to be more freely given up to the work and service
of God, and to the ministry of the gospel.

And about the year sixty-three, I wys moved to cross
the seasj and to visit the seed of God in the Low Conn/
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tries, which I did with cheerfulness; and though in an

unknown land, and witli an unknown speech, yet hy an
uiterpreter sometimes, and sometimes in my own ton"-ue,

I declared the truth to the refresliing of many, and to

the bringing hack some from error; and having accom
plished that visit, I returned in peace to Englaiul. And
after a while, heing recpiired of God, I again went down
into the north country, and laI)ouring in the word and

doctrine with great diligence and fervency, alon-, or
near unto the sea-coast, and so down to Ncwcastle^and

something beyond; and heing led hy the Spirit, I came
hack again another way more eastward through the land,

and found all the way the plant of God's renown ilourisliiug and growing, meetings enlarged, and the hearts of

hriends enlarged in love to mc and mine to them; then

being returned, a great weight came upon me concerning-

the great city of London, greater than ever before; and l

went up full of might and power, and did daily, (as the
Lord opened my mouth, and ordered me^) warn them of

the abominations and wickedness that ran down anio
them like a stream, and declared the judgments of G ^
at hand upon them, for their great wickedness Avld^i.

followed speedily both hy war and five, and many ,„oie
calamities. And after this, about sixty-seven was it re

quired of me again to go into Holland, and my dear com'
panion Josiali Coale tvent with me; and Ave travelled to

and fro, and visited tlie churclies about three months

and returned. Then Avent I again into the north of

England, my heart heing abundantly drawn out towards

tire noble seed of God in those parts, and my lovc'and
tenderness of heart toAvards them, made all travel and

labour, and perils easy;^ because I still saAv the tender

plants of my heavenly Father in a thriving and groAviii"way or condition, and I felt the virtue of life daily

springing in me, which Avas given me to Avater the her^

tagc and garden of God Avitli; and so soon as I Avas
clear, I returned, having more and more still the care of
the church of God coming upon me, Avhich constrained

me to diligence, and to be as swift as I might be, that so

I might be as serviceable as possible in my generation.
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and iniglit keep myself clear of the blood of all men,

M'liich i found to be no easy or slight ■w ork.
Jlut I being safe returned, and lindiiig the in-esenco

and power of the Lord, yet leading me to and iro from
country to country, unto which I w as obedient, not of
constraint noAv, but of a willing mind; counting bis ser
vice a freedom, feeling myself treed troni the cares ol
this life, liaving now learned to cast all my care upon

liim; and after a year or two years travel thus in Lng-^
land, the Lord laid yet more of tiie weight and care oi
the allairs of his people in the Low Countries upon me,
and I found drawing towards them; and in the year
sixty-nine, 1 went over and visited the meetings, obtain
ed divers new meetings, and they set up a Men's Meet
ing among them, to sec to tlie good ordering and govern
ing of the allairs relating to 'Crnlh, and J^Viends, And

thfs time did it please the Lord to open my understand

ing al)undautly, that I began to declare in their own

tongue the things that (lod had committed unto me to

minister; and several received the everlasting gospel, and
were brought to feel the power of God, by which they
are saved from the world, and tlie polluted Avays therein.

Then being travelling in those provinces of Holland,

Friesland, and Groningen, &c. I was moved to pass into
Germany, to wbich I gave up in the Fourth month that

same year; and by the Avay met with many perils and
claiwcrs, by reason of the horrible darkness, popery,

cruelty and superstitions of those lands and dominions

throiwh Avhich 1 travelled, so that sometimes it was as if

my life were in my hands, to oiler up for my testimony;

but the Lord preserved me, and brought me upon the
fourteenth day of that month to Krisheim near Worms,
Avhere I found divers who had received the everlasting

Truth, and had stood in a testimony for God about ten

years, in great sufferings and tribulations, Avho received
lue as a servant of God ; and my testimony was as a dew

upon tlie tender grass unto them. I had five good meet
ings among them, and divers heard the Truth, and seve
ral were reached and convinced, and Friends established
in the faith. It was also just in an hour of temptation and
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time of trial among them, that tlie Lord had cast me

there; for tlie prince of that land, called the palsgrave, had
imposed a fine upon them for tlieir meetings, to wit, four

rix dollars the year for each family, wliich they, (for
conscience sake,) not paying, he sent an order to take the
value in goods; \vhereu()oii his unreasonahle execu

tioners came aud took away the trc!)le value, hut they

sulVered the spoiling of their goods with great joy and
gladness, and counted it a happiness that they'were
counted worthy to suller for his name's sake, avIio had

called them to the knowledge of his hlessed truth, and to
hear a testimony in that dark desert, to the light of the
Lord Jesus.

So I went to Heydelhurgh to the prince of that land

and had a good opportiniity with iiim, and laid hefoi-c

him the danger of his proceeding on in persecution' he
heard nie Avith a great deal of friendliness, and discours

ed things at large Avith me, and in several things proinis

cd it should he better, as it did also after come to pass
So having finished that service in Germany, I returned*

and being come into the Loav Country again, f Avent to

Groningen, where divers had believed 'in the name of

Jesus, the light of the Avorld, Avhom Avhen 1, had visited in
the power of God, and strengthened in the faith 1 left

and returned through Friesland to vVmsterdain \vhere^

by reason of my noAV speaking in their oAvn languao-e'

meetings grevy exceeding great, and many strain^ers
came flocking in, and a great openness I found in^he
country; hut being necessitated of the Lord to come for

England, I left them to the Avord of the grace Avhicli

they had receiA^ed of God, Avhich Avas able to keep them*
and came over into England in the latter end of the year'
and Avent towards London, in order to visit the churches

in the Avestern parts of England, Avhose faces in the out-

Avard, I had never seen, though long desired it. 8o pas
sing from London, I Avent through IScrkshire and Wilt

shire, having had many precious meetings Avith the

Lord's people, I came to Bristol, Avhere I found a peo

ple, among Avhoin my soul Avas greatly refreshed; and I
stayed Avith them about a Aveek or nine days, and in a
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ti'ue sense of the Eternal Power., in which the true fellow

ship always stood, we took leave one of anotlier, and I
departed, and travelled that winter with my companion

in tlie gospel, Hamnel Cater, through Somersetshire, De

vonshire and Cornwall, to the Lands-end of England,
visiting the churches in those parts to our mutual com

fort; and 1 returned l)y Plymouth, visiting the south sea-

coast even unto Portsmouth, then coming tlirough llamp-

shire and Surrey, came to Ijondon, and so to Colchester

again, to the gladdening the hearts of (»od's heritage in
that place, many of whom have with me many a time re

joiced and given thanks to him that livetli and reigneth
lor ever, for my preservation through all perils and dan

gers, and the multitudes of deliverances of which I was

daily made partaker. So being moveal of the Lord, 1
appointed a meeting at a place called C'helinandiston.

where divers had received the truth and testimony of

God through me his servant; and there a priest who two

years hefore, betrayed me to the ruler, and got me into
prison; now the same procured a warrant to have me
cast into prison, and 1 was so in the First mouth, 11)70,

in Ipswich jail; and being committed to the said jail for
being at a conventicle, (so called,) upon the statute of the
14th of king Charles, which saith, " If a person convict
of a conventicle, shall pay some sum of money not exceed

ing five pounds, or lie in i>rison some time, not exceeding
three months;" and the judge of assizes, IL llainsford,
in his haste and passion, not regarding the law, but his

own will, committed me to lie in jail until I would pay

five pounds; and afterward being convinced of his error,
he wrote an order for my release at three months end. And

I being released, was drawn forth in the love of God,
again to cross the seas about the Fifth month, 1(570? and
went to Holland to visit the remnant there that had be

lieved, and to strengthen their faith, and for some Aveeks

preached the gospel in divers cities unto the inliabitaiits
and strangers, who came in great numbers ottimes to
meetings, hearing there was one that spake in their own
language; and many Avere reached, and some overcome by

the power of Truth; and the hand of the Lord Avas Avith
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me in a blessed manner, to tlie refreshini; my sonl and
filling my vessel, and the ovcrilowings of my cup made
many glad.

Tiien about the Seventh month, it arose in me to go

to travel eastward, and to visit tliose dismal dark coun

tries in tiie lower parts of Germany, and the J)ordcrs of
Denmark and Sweden, where the Lutheran reli"-iou

bears sway, and darkness, and wickedness in '^tlie
strength of it therewith. Oh! the weight and burden I
felt many times, as T travelled through their towns and

cities, where it might well l)e saiil, none did good,

none considered their Avays, and none thought ui)on tlie

name of the Lord as tiiey ought to do; but Till manner of

wickedness abounded, among wliom J and my companion

Peter Hendricks, Avere as signs and Avonders, because
our manner and conversation, our Avgrds and discourses

carried nothing but judgment to them, and sometime Ave
gave them books and papers of Priends, and left Avith

them. And though the rage of many kindled against us

yet the Lord made Avay for us, and Ave liad a safe antl

prosperous voyage, and came to Hamburg, and had -i

meeting upon a First day Avitli those there that Avere'con'vinced, and then Avent doAvn Into the dukedom of Hol-

stein or Holsatia, belonging to the kingdom of Denmark •

and having travelled two days journey, about seventy
English miles from Hamburg, Ave came to Frederickstadt, Avliere Ave found the brethren met together to Avait

upon the Lord, upon the fourth day of the Aveek av'Iio

received us joyfully, Avith Avhom Ave sat down and Avere

refreshed in the fellowship of that blessed gospel Avhich
is ordained for a blessing to all nations, tonn-ues and

kindreds, Avho believe and obey it. So after that we gave

forth a meeting publicly in the city, to be on the SLxth

day, unto Avhich many of the city came, and particular
ly, the skout or chief magistrate, and the messenger or
sergeant of the city, and the poAver of God Avas much
manifest among us, and much brokenness there Avas

among the people, and they received the doctrine of
Truth Avith much love and tenderness.

On the first day of the week, in the morning, we liad a
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meeting again witli tlic hrethren, nnd such as were con
vinced, and a great openness was among us from the.
Lord; and in the afternoon we had another public meet

ing, at which were about an hundred people, and every
one's mouth stopped, and tiiough liberty was given for
objection, yet none was made.

These things troul)led the mimls of some professors

and teachers, who had enmity in their hearts against the

Truth, insomuch that two of'them came towards evening
and desired a dispute with me, which being granted,
about forty or fifty persons came in to hear, and for an
liour or two, we spake togetlier, and the power ol (rod

was over them, and they were divided between them
selves, M"hich when the most moderate saw, lie went

away, and the other, to wit, one Eppinghooft, stayed till
he made his fully manifest, to the most tliat wore in the

room, in particuiars too large here to relate. So Truth
stood over them, and the city was in a tender, cool and

loving frame, and divers were added to the church, and
to the faith which saveth; and the city hath remained in

such a frame ever since, and hath been visited by divers
brethren, as Thomas Ereen and William Penn, who

have had good meetings amongst them to their mutual
refreshment.

So on tlie second day of the week, we met together

early in the morning, and committed each other to God,

with prayer and supplication; and they accompanied us
to the Jider, which runneth by the city, and there we,

parted in that love which never changeth, and set our
faces again towards Hamburg, whither we came safely

the next day; and after we had visited Friends there,
we took boat and came over the Elbe, and by waggon

came to Bremen, where we left several books, and we

passed back to Oldenburgh, and so to Embden, where
being upon a first day of the week, it lay upon inU to
go to an assembly of the ministers, (a kind ot baptists,)

wlioi'b after one Hert .Tansen had preached, and the

prayer time was over, (for they speak no words m prayer,

but all kneel down and are silent, every one praying m

his own mind as scemeth good to him,) I say, after that,
(5
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1 stood forth and spake in the Dutch toiiiijue about lialf
an lioiir, exhorting them to count to Dod-s -w itne>,s. tliat

they might feel judgment set up in them, to cleanse
them, and to prepare them for the J^ord, &(;,
After tliis, the preacher stood up again and vindicated

and maintained by scripture ^vhat 1 had said, exliortiii"

them to receive my exhortation. The same evenin,"- divers

people came together at the lionse of one Remelkie a

])oor maid, who had neither hands nor feet, a devout wo
man who sought after the way of God, a„,l received us

gladly to her liouse, where 1 was moved to declare the
truth ot God among them; and after that we had some

words by way of dispute and parted lovingly. 'IMie next
day divers of them came again to us and kept us com
pany; and about mid-day we parted very IViendiy and
1 witJi my companion took siiipping for Delfe-Siele' and
so came to Groningen, and had a 'meeting with Friends
to our mutual refreshment, and thence came to l^ea War
den, where the Friesland lords had a law to inu

kers in the bridewell for live years, that should dare7n
come into their province of Friesland, by which law- <1

had taken three Friends of Amsterdam and iiut 'tl
prison, and made an order that no ipiakcrs should

visit tliein; which when I understood, tlie zenl ^ i

or fi„.l ,pruu5 in n.y heart and .set .„e oCe'r tiletn and

their wicked law, and 1 took a jien and wrote to their
lord president, and told them they had done worse than
heathens; and seeing they liad made a law to imnrisoii

all quakers, there was I and two more with me who
were come to visit the prisoners, and desired liberty so
to do; for we feared God more than theni and their law

and were come to fulfil our Christian duty to our brethrei/
Avhom they had so unjustly cast in prison. The nresi'

dent carried the letter to the council, but the Lord limit'
cd them, and they let it pass by and did not lay hands
on us; so we appointed a meeting in the city, and hav
ing tarried there several days, we came to Workum and

took shipping for Amsterdam, and came there on the
First day moruins, about the beginning of the Ninth
month.
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And bcin^ come again to Friends in Holland, m c had

many precious meetings together in divers cities, as Alkmaer, llacrlem, Jlottcrdain, iVc. and a young man hav

ing heard in Switzerland where he lived, that he had a

hrotlier in Holland tnrticd <juaker; in his zeal came

down thinking to turn him. Init the Truth prevailed upon
liim, the tirst and second days he heard it declared, so

that he owned it, and became obedient to the cross, the
first week he was there, to the great comfort of Friends,
and most of all of his brother; so I having travelled

through the meetings and visited Friends: in the'^lenth
month 1 committed them to the Lord, and to the word ol

his grace, and returned again to Fngland, and went to
and fro visiting the churches in London, and in divers

parts of the nation for three or four months. At which
time, I umlcrstood that divers exalted siiiiits were got

ten up among them that had believed in hriesland, who

began to set forth strange doctrine among Friends, and

sought to unsettle the minds of them that had newly re

ceived the faith among them, and had begun to seduce
them from their meetings, and to wait upon, and to mind

strange motions and imaginations which hath been the
ruin of many in former ages, Avho were not grown to a

discerning. So the zeal of God moved in me against that

spirit, and the love to the tender seed drew^ me again
over the seas, tvliich was of great service to h riends and

the Truth; so I'laboured greatly to inform the minds oi

Friends, of the depths of that ranting spirit, and whither
it would lead and where it would centre. I having had
Ion"-experience of it here in England; so the power
arose among Friends, and they began to note such as were
disorderly and unruly, and to call them to an account,
and took great labour and pains with them, to regain ami
recover tliem out of the snare of the devil, making inany

iournies and visits to them, which proved not iiiellectual,

'divers being helped and brought back; howbeit, some

^vere hardened and waxed worse and worse, and turned

against the power of God into enmity and opposition

a'^ainstTrieiids; so that a necessity Avas upon h riends to

cfear themselves and the Truth, of tliem and their evil

T
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works; and the more, because we saw that the iniiul in

which they were so vainly jjufled up, was lleshly, as

afterward appeared. So Friends called them to "their

general Men's Meeting, hut they refused to come ; then
Friends jonrnied to them time after time, to warn them,

and to exiiort them to turn again to the Truth which
they were fallen from ; hut when no counsel would take

place with several of them. Friends i)ut out a paper
against them for the clearing the 'J'ruth.

And after these things 1 came to England a"-ain in

the Fourth month, I671, and travelled throu.'-h "Lveral

counties, being much rejoiced to see the peace^ unitv ami
courage that was among the people of God after the sore

persecution that had been among them; and passin- up
to London, and so back again to Colchester, where Ti-iv-

ing a sore sickness nigh unto death in appearance" it
came upon me to go into tiie north country to visit the
churches in Yorkshire and Bishopric, &c. Avhere I I 1

not been for three or four years, by reason of my '^1

being beyond the seas, but the love of the Lord abf^" 1

ed in my heart unto those dear Friends north 1'

and I was pressed in spirit till I l,ad cleared mv^ if

of all things that lay upon me in my own counh v 1
upon the 31st of the Eighth month took inv inni ./ ^7"

ward, and going through the Isle of Ely, foui'd dea
' T- S

muel Cater who was pressed in spirit to visit Fri ' 1

Scotland, and so became my companion as far as^N^
castle.

'

'

-i^eAv-

Through several places we travelled, to the refresh
mcnt of ourselves, and many more ; and the Lord 1 r

vei'ed us out of the hands of the ungodly infoinieis, who
were then very brief throughout the nation, upon the nr
count of the new act which was made to line us fnr
speaking in meetings, twenty pounds the first time%,ui
forty pounds a time after; which law made them 11"

in all parts, but in all places they were, through the vviZ
dom and power of Grod frustrated, and though the winter

was very sharp, and my body now through much afflic-

tion very weak, yet was 1 marvellously supported through

that journey; and having parted with my honest compa<
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iiion at Newcastle, I lurnecl westward and came, south
ward another way than I went; and so to London again,
Avhere having visited Friends, 1 returned to niy outward
liahitation again at Colchester, to the joy of my poor wile
nnd Friends, who had longings lor my return as I had

again to see their laces, wiiich desires, the Lord to our
And iiaving continued visiting Friends to and fro, the
fore part of the year; about midsummer I took sliipinng
comfort answered, about the Tweirih montli, 11)71-

for the Low Countries again, to visit (he. llock of (rod,
wiiere 1 laboured and travelled about three months in

Holland and Friesland, in the time of that great conster-^
nation and confusion that Avas upon them, by reason ol

the great and sudden progress the king ol h ranee did
make upon the United Provinces; and, lioAvi)eit, the

foundations of their pomp, poAver and glory Avere tlien

shaken and ready to be overturned; yet I saAV the foun

dation of satairs kingdom stand very fast among them,

and the people instead of turning to the Lord by unteign-

cd repentance, grew worse and worse, and dehanclied
themselves more than ordinary by drinking, gaming and

sporting, and the burden thereof came upon me, and I
was made to cry out against them in the power of the

Most High, and Avarn them to repent, and put aAvay
every man the evil of bis doings. And I Avrote doAvn the

counsel of the Lord as it Avas manifest in me, shoAving

them the cause of their misery, and where the remedy

nuist be: and I caused it to be printed and made public
to those countries, and many copies were given to the
chief rulers and commanders; so I cleared my conscience
in the si°-ht of (rod concerning those nations for that time,

and leftlhem, returning for England about the Eighth
month, 1673.

And having been some time at my OAvn home, ami vi

sited Friends in divers countries, Avent to London, and

parts adjacent, preaching the everlasting^ gospel, and

witnessing the grace of God, in .lesus Christ, which
shined forth to gather the elect seed out of the house of

bondage and darkness. And the Lord was with me daily
to the rejoicing of thousands, and to my daily encourage-
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ment; for I)y his raij^hty power were many sh onj; oaks
bowed, and many snhtil foxes preventeil of their ])rey,
and many wanderini; sheep liron^ht home wlio had long
longed to find the fold of rest, whose souls will ever live

Avith my soul in his covenant to praise him world with
out end.

And having spent about six months in this manner, I

founil it upon me from the land again, to jiass over the

sea, and to visit divers places where 'I'ruth had been little

or not at all sounded : and in [larticiilar, that hard-heart

ed city of Emhden in Kast Friesland, where one .lolm
William Hashert, a doctor of physic,'received me with

great cheerfulness; and 1 had a meeting in his house
the First month, IO73, where many peojile of divers iier-

npon the First day of the week, about tlie latter end of

suasions did hear tiie Truth declared in great plainness
and simplicity; and after some time those that were con

vinced, were drawn in love to Cod to assemble to"ether,
to woi-ship God in spirit and in truth, and in the silence

of that fleshly wisdom that can speak when it listetli,

and say what it hsteth ; and at the iirst, there sat down
about ten persons in Hasbert's house to wait nnon the

Lord, and when this was noised about Ibe city the wick-

cc lone st.ned up Ihe priests ami rulers against tlie.n,

and tlicy stirred up the rude and iguonmt people to assault
tlieiu, mock, reproach ami revile tliem, ami the rulers

lell cpiickly to tilling, imprisoning, threatening and banisliin^g
those weak
and tender
plants
in almost
an unheard
of manner
Bamsliing
some,
sixteen
or twenty
times,

spoiling all they had, save their clothes, at last fell upon

them also; taking away their coats, hats, breeches, a-loves,

aprons, &c. and driving them through tlie streets almost
naked aboard the ships that were to carry them away •
all whicb and much more by the mighty power of Uic
Lord, did these innocent, harmless lambs bear with o-i-cat
patience and quietness, and were not dismayed at iill -it
these cruelties; for the Lord had regard to his name and
to their innocent cry, and supported them, aiul doth sun

port tliem, and they have found it true tliatthcy that wait

upon the Lord have renewed their strength: blessed be
the Lord for ever.
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Ho rcturnini; thcncc from Holland into Friesland, 1
conlinned about three or i'onr months, and published the

^•lad tidings of salvation in their own tongue to all that
iiad an car to hear; and about the same time were divers
great pillars, both as to state and religion shaken, ami

divers of those who had been in great places in govern

ment, were convinced, and tlieir understandings were

opened concerning the way of Truth, and began to
struggle and contend for it in that wisdom that was from
beneath; whom I faitiifully warned and counselled in

the love of God. not to seek to comprehend the Truth,

but to wait in lowliness to be comprehended by it, and
gathered into the precious life thereof, lint oh! the
cross, tlie oiVencc of the cross, they could not bear with,
but souglit tlivei's ways to satisfy themselves with the

owning the doctrine and words of Trutli, and loving
Friends who walked therein: but came not down to the

simplicity of the gospel, (excepting one of them.) nor to

be separated from the world, nor from those things
in whicii the world's fellowship stands, though they
were brought to confess the Avay of Truth, and to cry
out of the load that lay upon the soul. Ilowbeit the sound
of their convincement did tend to the advantage of the
gospel, and many came to meetings, and that of the most
honourable; and some were convinced of divers ranks,

qualities and persuasions, especially in Ilotterdam,
where meetings then grew very large, and Truth came

to have a good esteem in the hearts of many who had
hated it and us without a cause. So after I had spent
three or four months in those parts, and found myself
clear, 1 returned for England against the general meet
ing in the Fourth month, and travelled witli great dili
gence through divers countries, and went again to Bris
tol and visited the churches in many parts of England
to my and their great refreshment; and the Lord was

with me, and gave me utterance and wisdom as I stood

in need, for he kept me poor in spirit and low in mind,
and I kuew^ that my dependance was upon him alone,

who knew well how to order both me and my service;
and he gave me judgment to rebuke gaiusayers, and to
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stop the mouths of them that ojjposed themselves; so

continued till about the Fourth montli, l()7o. at whicii

time I understood the Ibrnier oiienness did continue in
the Low Countries : and 1 was drawn in the love of Cod

again to go over thither to visit tliein. and to behold timir
order, which I did to my great comfort, and found tiic

noble plant nourishing, and a living testinu)ny opened
and raised up in divers of them that bad believed; and
they spake of the goodness of God in their congrega
tions, warning all men that they might turn to the Lord
by unfeigned repentance, and wait to see his salvation.

And liearing of the great sufterings of Friends at b^ml)-

den, I went thither to visit them, and hearing of a law

they had published, of twenty-live pounds line for every
one that should harbour a Friend in his or their house;
I desired to see it, and took it and ^vrote a book to the
hard-hearted rulers and priests, and answered their

wicked mandate with sharp and sound jud-ment and
caused it to be delivered among them ; aiur the imwcv
came over them, and they laid not hands on me nor did

me any harm, though I was public in their city two day«,

and known by many of tliem; after which their fury
abated, and Friends began to liave some more frce<loiu
than formerly.

And about the Eighth month, Ki/O, havino- travelled

through the provinces, and visited many places and
cities, I returned in the will of God to my own home;

finding my body much decayed and disabled from travel
and labour more than formerly: yet satisfied in the will
of God who laid no more upon me, than he "ave me

ability to perform; and as he hath always been abun
dant in goodness to me, so he is to this day, blessed be
liis name for ever. And this I can say, my delio-ht is to
do his will, and my joy is that he hath counted me wor

thy to bear his holy name and testimony among the sons

and daughters of men. And oh ! that all men would fear
the Lord, and walk in the way of his righteousness that

they might come to have the evidence and testimony of
his goodness in themselves ! bo I passed that winter in

visiting the churches in Essex and Suffolk, and some-
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times at London, where it pleased the Lord to appear
with me lor his name and tender seed's sake, to tlie con-

vincement of several, and streni^thening of many, glory
be to Jiim alone for ever. And the winter l)eing over, 1

felt drawings to pass again over sea, linding a particular
care and charge laid upon me concerning those parts, in
which the Lord had given me great encouragement, and
I saw I had not laboured in vain, praises be to his name.
And about the First month, l()77> I took siiipping for
Hollajid, wliere I found Friends very well, and in good
order; and their men and women's meetings were be

come a delight to them, as having not only enjoyed the
Lord's presence in them, init had also seen the great
benefit that had come thereby, and the ease they liad of
the weights that iiad formerly lain upon them; and hav
ing scvei-al times visited tlieir meetings in Holland, I

went over into Friesland, to Harlingen, Avhere many

Friends of that county met me upon a First day: and
we had two precious and lai'ge meetings, and many pro
fessors came to hear, who had nothing to say against the
testimony of Truth. So having seen Friends there, and
finding myself unable for long journies, I returned for
Holland, and having staid there with great joy and com
fort in seeing Trutii's prosperity, I, about the latter end

of the Third mouth came back for England, and passed
for London, Avhere 1 was most of that summer and in the

parts adjacent. And then the Lord put it into my heart
again to visit the meetings round about Colchester,

where I lived, which with much pain and trouble of

body, (though with much joy in spirit,) I accomplished, and

found Friends in most places well, and where I found the

subtile, crafty ser[)ent seeking to scatter and to divide
God's heritage, I reproved it with great plainness and
confidence in the Lord, who had showed me the mystery

of that iniquity; and how that the enemy of Truth
sought to cover himself with Truth's words, and under

pretence of leaving all to the power, would usher in
a spirit of liberty to lay waste the blessed testimony of

God, uiifi scatter his people out of the good order into
which the gospel, (the power of God,) had brought them.
i
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And iji the service of my God, after tliis manner, 1 con

tinued at and about home most of that \vinter, waiting
upon the Lord to Ije led and guided in my service and

testimony according to his will: tor 1 found that though
through long experience, my senses were exercisetl in
the service of God and tiie churches; yet 1 had nothing
to trust to, as a guide or leader, how and aftei- what man
ner to minister in the churcii of Clirist, l)ut the. same that

led me in the beginning, even the immediate operation,
of the power that brings forth in tiie will of God all things

stiitahle to their season, that the glory might he. to the
power, and the praises to him that gives it, for ever and
for ever more.

And after the winter being over, the Lord renewed my
strength, and having further service for me to do, gave
me ability.

And about the First month, 10/8, 1 found some power

ful drawings in the love of God to go down once more
into Yorkshire, where I had had much service for the

Lord, hut had not been there for ahout six or seven vears.
So I went down to HuU, and visited the churches about

Holderness and Hull, and Heverly, Malton, and York;

in all which places I saw the glory of the temple of my

God shine forth in great splendour, notwithstandiu"- all

the rage of the adversary; and I had a precious seiwico

in every place, and the hearts of many Avere opened and
the souls of many dear Friends were truly refreshed' and

the bread of life was plentiful among us to our mutual

joy and rejoicing in this journey. My soul was greatly

comforted to see so many of the ancients, and honourable

men and Avomen abiding in their places, and "-roAvin"- up

in the house of God as felloAv-helpers in the gospel Avith

us: so after about seven weeks tarrying in those parts, I
committed them to the grace of God, and returned fd'

London to the Yearly Meeting, Avhere having tarried a
week or two^ I returned and set things in order in my
oAvn house.

After which I again crossed the seas, and went to

labour in his little vineyard there to my g^-cat refresh
ment; and going over ahout the Fourth month, 1678,
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continued tlierc till aljout September the same year, in
wliicli time the Lord laid it upon me to i;o up southward
divers
cities uj)on
lihiue,
hadwere
re' to
ceived
a notion
of the the
Truth
in a where
talkativeseveral
mind, hut

not come to a sense of the cross and dying of Christ Jesus,
nor to a separation from the foolish and vain customs ami
salutations that are in the world. I spake with several

of this sort of [)eoi)le at Cleeves and W'esell; at the latter
place I had a meeting upon a Cirst day about the harvest
time there, where several heard Triitli declared in the
plainness and sim[)licity of the gospel, and a love was
begotten itj them. .Hutch! the cross, the cross, that was

and is very iiard to that mind that would faiu inherit hotii

kingdoms 1 (xreat struggling there was by divers of them
to argue themselves into a liberty, to abiile in tlie customs
of the world, and to walk in and obey the liglit of the

X.<ord .Tesus also. Hut iii vain was all that labour, and
ever Avill he, for the disciple must he as his master; and

he sought not nor received honour of men ; and I having
answered the Avituess of tJod in them, Avas not studious
JioAV to feed their curious inquiring minds couceruing

things beyond their states and conditions, hut parted Avith

them in tlie love of God and true breathings to the Lord,
for the bringing forth in the Lord's due time Avhat he liad

begotten; and so committed them to the grace of God,
and returned into Holland, Avhere it pleased the Lord to

visit me Avith sickness for several Aveeks. And I linding

myself clear of all those parts for the present, 1 caused

a boat to be prepared and brought to the door of my

lodging, and I lay doAvn in it, being very Aveak, and so

Avas conveyed to Rotterdam, Avhere my strength Avas so

much rencAved, that I Avent into their meeting on the First
day, and for about half an hour declai'ed the Truth ol the

gospel among them, exhorting to a steadfast abiding there
in unto the end, and shortly after got into the packet boat

for England, and so to my oavu house, still i-emaining

very Aveak, and freely given up in the Avil of God, that
if niy service Avere ended, I might lay down my head in
the Avil of God in my oavu habitation after all my trials

and travels. But the Lord was ideased to restore me, so
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that I was able to go and ride about and visit the meetings

al)out home, and also got twice to London in that winter;

where my joy was to heboid the l)iethren that live in the
unity of that power that shall bruise satan and his work

under foot, and lay waste his kingdom. So having visit

ed some of the assemblies of the Lord's people in I lert-

fordsliire and other places, and cleared myself of what

lay upon me in the city; I returned to my place in the
Will of God, remaining as a servant waitiirg to be order
ed, and as a child waiting to be led of hini who is the

father and fountain of all my mercies, blessings and deli
verances, to wiiom be the glory for evermore.

And the next summer finding no necessity lyiu"- upon
me as formerly, I went not over sea, but after the general
meeting was over, it lay upon me to visit Friends a'ain

at Bristol and thereabouts, being at that time under a
deep sense of some great exercise that the church of God
was in, by reason of some who under a pretence of ex

alting the power, sought to make void the wholesome

order and government which the pure power had led us
into, crying down formality and men's orders, &c And
when I came there, I found that this licentious spirit had

liurt many, and grieved many more; and a wei-ht came
upon me, and I laboured in the power of the "-ifUhat the

Father had bestowed upon me, in meekness ami patience

dealing with every one in sincerity, laliourin- to show

them that were concerned, whither the tendeiicy of that
work would reach, even to the throwing down of thnt

hedge that God had built about his heritage, and Hvin-

waste the work of the power under pretence of cvyin%
up the power Itself; and by crying down men's orders,

would draw from the gospel order, and from the blessed
fellowship that was in it. And it pleased the Lord to

give me an open door among them, and many were ten

der, and became more watchful; though others in the
mean while, made but an ill use of all the tender deal

ings in the love of God, and sought thereby to streuKthen
themselves. And after about twenty days I returned

and came to London; and towards winter, I returned

homeward, where I continued in the peace of God, hav-
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iiig my blessed vewai-d with me, wliicli no rellections of
the adversary could talce from me, and was exercised

according to my ability, in visiting the assemblies of the.
Lord's people in Essex and .SniVolk, where it lay upon

nie; ami in helping and assisting the Lord's peoi)le ac
cording to my ability, both in their spiritual and temporal
concerns, as the Lord God of my life gave me an under

standing; for 1 gave up the ordering of my spirit unto
him, and he opened me in many things relating to the

atiairs of this world, that I might he as a stall" to the

weak in those things, and might stand by the widow and
fatherless, and plead the right of the poor. In all which,

1 sought neither honour nor i)rolit, hot did all things

freely, as I received of God, and he whom 1 served,
was my reward, so that 1 lacked notiiiiig. Therefore
who would not praise the Lord, and who would not
trust in his name ?

And when the w inter w^as over, 1 went again to Lon

don, and into Hertfordshire, and places that way, visit

ing the llock of God, and stayed till our general meeting

was over, and then found drawings to visit the little rem
nant beyond the seas, in Holland and Friesland, and
continued among them, and in those parts, about three
months. In w hich time it came upon me in the great love,
of God, to visit a little innocent remnant that had be
lieved in the Lord Jesus Christ, and professed his name

in Crevelt, in the land of Meurs, who for their testimony
had siiflcrcd many things and grievous, and heen several
limes banished from house and home, and made to wan
der with wife and children to seek harbour or shelter iii

stran^-e cities and places. These I found now returned
to their dwellings, and was joyfully received by them,

and much refreshed in them, beholding their faith and

courage, and their steadfastness in the testimony they had

to hear for the Lord. I tarried with them about three

days, and had several precious public meetings in the
eity, and sounded the day of the Lord's tender visitation
iu the ears of many of the inhabitants, who generally be

haved themselves \vith great sobriety and moderation,
neither mocking nor scoffing, nor evilly intreating us;

which is rare to find a people so moderate in those parts.
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which is in the borders of the dark Romish religion, and
as it were intermixed with it; but I speak it to Ibeir
praise, no man evilly intreated me, and the l.ord's power
was over all, for which we blessed and praised his name.

And having comforted and strengthened them that bad
believed, did commit them to the grace of God, and left
them, and returned again to Holland another way,
through the Spanish Netherlands; where 1. saw •-•reat

abominations and idolatry, and worshipping and [)i-aving

to images, &c. which grieved my soul; and I couhl no^
but declare against it in several places, as the Lord made

way. And being come back to Holland, I soon made way

for my return iiorae, and cleared myself of the mectin"'s

in Holland, and took shipping for Hngland, ami got lioinc
on the 11th of Septeml)er, ItiSO.

And soon after it pleased God to visit me with a sharp
fever, which brought me in appearance nigh to the "-rave;

in which his presence was with me, and supported me.

and refreshed my soul many a time, so that death was

not terrible to me; but I found myself ([uietly "-iven up

in the will of God, whether to live or die I was%ontent-

ed. But after about ten days the fever was abated and

I perceived that my days would be yet added unto - in
which I was well satisfied, having a constant resolution

fixed in my soul, that wliether my days be fe\v or many,
to spend them In the service of God and his dear pc<n)le
who are to me, as my mother, my brother, and my
sister, yea, as my own children, finding a natural love in

my heart to all my father's children, and a true love to
the brotherhood. And my God hath put it fiu- fi-om me
to despise the case of the poor, or to respect the rich in
judgment, but according to the gift and understanding-

given me, I have walked with a straight foot in the "os'^
pel; the honour of all, with the praise of all which ^be

longs alone to him that hath wrought it, yea, his 'oAvn
work praiseth him, and shall praise him who is worthy,
both noAv and for evermore.

And after it pleased God to restore me to a measure of

health and ability, I spent the following Avinter in visit
ing the meetings about Essex, and went to Yarmouth and

Norwich, where I had not been fur many years; and be-
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licld the work of the Lord arising again in that great city,
and many were made tender by tlie powerful impression
of the word of God. And having stayed thereabouts in
Norfolk about a month, 1 returned again in peace, re

joicing in tiie prosperity of tiie J^ord's work, and came

by Ipswich, and so home. And shortly after it came iu
luy heai-t, iu the workings of the love of God towards his

people, to take a journey once more into Yorkshire,

which proved to the mutual refreshment of me and many

more. Lor coming to York a few days before their Y\u\rly
Meeting, 1 went to Scarborough, whereby many Friends
both of VYhitby and Hurlington, and the country around
about, had opportunity of coming to me, when 1, through
bodily weakness, could not go to them, as I had formerly

done : and much service 1 liad for the Lord and his people
there, both in some particular cases, as also in the gene

ral and public testimony of the gospel. And (hen return

ing to York, and staying there a few days with them at
tiieir general Yearly Meeting, 1 went then to Hull, and
into llolderncss, and tarried thereabouts till about har
vest time ; and then iinding myself clear of those parts,
I returzied to York, and thence to Loudon. And after

some days and weeks stay there, returned home. And
by this time, was again overtaken with great pains of the

stone and other distempers, which brought my body very

low, and little was expected by any, but my departure.
And I found myself given up to the will of God, which

X knew was best of all; and if my service iu this world

was at an end, I Avas content to leave it; and if the Lord

of the great household had more work for me, I knew he
could and would raise me up, and so he did in his oavu

time ; and I grew again able to go abroad, and got to our

Quarterly Meeting in Uecemher, and then after to visit
Friends in Harwich and Ipswich, and some other places,
but was lor the most part of this winter, 1681, about my

own dwelling at Colchester, where I saw my desire in

part answered, concerning several who were^ brought to

the acknowledgment and profession of the Truth, whom

I hope the Lord vvill build up by his power, and by the

operations of his Spirit; for he alone can give the in
crease to whom the glory and ])raise alone doth belong.
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The next year, 1682, having spent the summer mostly

about liome and at London, about liarvest it came into

my heart, iu the dear love ol' Grod, to go visit ids churcii
and people again, at, and about tiie city of Xorwich. tbai

I might be a means of strengtii and refresbment to them,
in the sharp trials and suil'erings (hat I was sensil)lc was

then coming upon them to try tiieir faith and patience.

And the same day I came into the city, I w ent to their

meeting; and there came one called a justice, with con

stables and the informers, and a great ra!)l)le of wild and

ungodly men, who seemed as if they would devour us.
and hauled me, with about a dozen friends, to their iud<-ment-hall, where the mayor and aldermen met- -ind
divers practices were used to ensnare nie, and briu"- me

into bonds; but the Lord Lod of my life was with me,

as m former days, and gave me courage and wisdom, by

which all their snares were broken. Jbit not bavin- had

opportunity to clear myself yet in public, I went thel^'irst

day, was a week following, (after I had visited some
country meetings,) to their meetings in the city, whore

the Lord appeared wonderfully to bind and limit tho -?,!

versary; so that the meetings were very lar-e th-.f i -

both before noon and afternoon, by reasoif of '• -

Friends coming thither, and abundance that wcr""

Friends: and all was (juiet and peaceable, for which "ve
gave thanks to God, who we knew was the authorVflt*^
and had set his divine power as a iiedge about us for his
name's sake. And I saw in the light of the Lord that

the Friends there, were as soldiers, with their armom-on,

well prepared for the approaching conflict, Mddcb came
forthwith sharp upon them, after I was come from them,

which they have borne and sullbred with great faith -uui

courage, to the glory of the Lord, and the confoundin-

of their adversaries : and the Lord hath appeared with

them and for them, both supporting them in their sharn
sufferings, and sometimes giving them some intermissions
thereof; so that they are kept alive to his praise that
hath quickened and preserved them. And havi'n- finish
ed what was upon me there, I returned home mid con
tinued at and about home that winter, and Avas visited

with some weakness of body; and in the spring, found
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ilrawiiii^s upon nic once more to visit (he Hoclc of Ciod in

the Low Countries. So went lirst to London to the

Yearly Mectinj;: wliere tiioiii^h the enemy liad opened

his month witle to devour ns, and mncii persecution was

raised against onr pcaceal)le assemblies, and we. were
often deprived of tiie henelU of onr meeting places, yet
none conld deprive ns of (lie Lord's power and [)resence,
Avhicii was evidently manifest amongst ns: and the bless

ed fellowship of life was felt and witnessed to onr great

joy and consolation: for which high praises were oflered

up to God, throngii .Tesns Clirist, in the humility ot our

souls. And the Yearly .Meeting of Imndon being over,
X went with divers l)rethren of Dant/.ic, Amsterdam and

Fricsland, towards Holland, to I)e at the Yearly Meeting
there at Amsterdam, wluch is three weeks after ours at

Fondon. And taking .slopping at Harwicii, w e arrived

safely at liotterdam. Where having visited Friend.s, we

past together to Amsterdam; where a i)retty many

Frieiuls from divers parts were come together, and we,

liacl a precious and comfortable meeting, in the unity of

the Spirit, and in the bond of peace; which made our
liearts glad, and tended to confirm tlie weak and feeble
ones, and to the establishing the testimony of Trntli in
the hearts of them that had believed in Christ .Jesus.
And my God gave me understanding to open the myste-

j.jes of his kingdom, according to tiieir capacities, to our

mutiinl jov and refrcshinent. So our dear friends,

brethren and sisters, departed to their several habita
tions and testimonies, to Dantzic, nolstein, Hamburg,

and Kriesland, &c. encouraged in the work of the Lord,

:,,ul sU-cnsll.«ne.l

And soon after Friends were departed, it pleased God

to visit me again with a very sore tit of the stone-cholic,

which brought me very low in the outward man; and it
continued so with me several weeks, with some small in

termissions; so that I ^vas wholly disabled from visiting
the meetings at Haerlem, Alkmaer, and in J ricslaiul, &c.

j3ut continuing so Aveak, and iiiuling myself clear, in the
Sixth month, 1683,1 set my face again homcAvard, and the

Jaird made my Avav prosperous: and a\ hile T.Avas n|)on the
8
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seas, T voided the stone tliat had so long heen an exercise
to me, and by tlie good hand of (rod 1 was brought liome;
where in a short time I had a greater exercise to he tried

withal ; for it^deascd the Lord to call away from me iny
dear wife, Avho had heen indeed a meet help, ami a faith

ful ami loving wife to me, about live and thirty years;

and had with a firm faith trusted in God, and had her eye
to him ill all our sufferings, trials, and tribulations, and

had seen before lier departure how all had wr()u"-ht for

good unto us, and was satisfied in his will. And In this

exercise I found the good liand of God bowing my spirit

to his will; and I murmured not, hut praised his holy
namc that liad let her continue so long ivith me and
had made her so great a comfort to me in all my aillictions
And hereby doth the Lord work, to the fittin"- and

paring of my spirit, to give up all things vTsihle aild

mortal, that at last mortality may he swallowed up of
life; and that I, and all his dear people may see this
work perfected, is my earnest travel and labour

And after my dear wife's departure, I found the T 1

still with me, supporting me in his blessed w qvIc i i ^ i
called me unto, and my eye was unto him to

way. And in the latter end of the year, 1684- V"'! •
an opening in the Truth, that the Lord would

another wife, to he both a comfort and a careful ^
me; hut about the same time, I saw that the L
service for me beyond tlie seas in the summer^
So I went first to London, and having staved

Yearly Meeting, and heen consolated^nd^i^W^^^^^^^ 1 v
beholding tlie glory of God that from day to dav aimen/
ed, and in beholding the love and unity that Lreascd
among the brethren. I then went over to Hollind

companied with my dear friend, whom I had seen would

he given me to wife, and divers other Friends hnfi. of

Holland and England; and the Lord prospered our wiv
and we came there to their Yearly Meeting,
found the old enemy had been trying his old stratncpiTs
to lay stumbling blocks in the way of the weak md Imd

caused some to stumble and fall; and a spirU

vyas gotten
up very
lugh
andMeeting:
pretended
their
should
be heard
at the
Yearly
and
so matter
it was-
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and tlic love of God wi-ouc^lit Avondcrfully for their res
toration, which after several days labour, was so far ef
fected, that tlicy with joy and thanksgiving came back,
and laid by all their weapons of Avar and contention, ami

were again brought to a tenderness towards God and his

people, to onr mutual joy and rejoicing. And while I M as

in Holland, visiting tlie meetings there, I heard tliere

was a door opened for the Truth, in a little city in Fries-

land, called jVlacknm, M'hicli I had long desired: so 1 M eni
thither, and preached the everlasting gospel among them;
where I was received M-ith great kindness, and the M'itness
of God M'as reached in se\ eral, and a love raised to the

Truth, Mdiich in the Lord's time m ill bring forth good fruit.

Then returning into Holland, and having cleared our
selves of M'hat lay upon us there, >ve did in the Sixth

month, 1685, return for England ; and in some time after

we signified to our Friends and brethren M hat M as in
our hearts, in relation to marriage, M hich M-as approved

uiiaiiimonsly among them; and in the Lord's due time,
which M'as upon the ilrst of October, 1085, m c took each
other in marriage, and found the Lord M ith us in it, bles

sing his own work, and hath indeed manifested it, that

we are of God's joining; and he hath made us a blessing
in his hand one to another, and true yoke-felloMs, both
in respect of our own affairs, and in the affairs of his

church and people: for all which, I find my soul engaged

to speak good of his name, to bless him, and praise him,

and to say with his servants of old, his mercies endure for
ever * for indeed she was a woman beyond many, excel
ling- in the virtues of the Holy Spirit M'ith which she was

baptized, as she showed forth, both in life and doctrine,

which made her to be a sM-eet savour throughout the
churches of Christ, and was a pattern of patience ami

holiness, discharging her place as a tender and watchful

mother to her children, and as a careful and loving wife

to me. But alas, as the greatest enjoyments of temporal
blessings have their end, so it happened unto me, for it

proved the pleasure of the Lord to try me whether I
could part with, as well as receive this great mercy; for

in the beginning of the year, 1687, she fell into bodily
weakness, and continued so two or three months, and
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upon the ninth of the Thiid luoiith, she slept \vith tlic

faithful in the Lord, in a perfect resignation to his will,
making a blessed end, to my great joy and consolation :

for although it was hard to ilesh and lilood to part with

so precious a companion, and to he left alone in my old

age, accompanied with many infirmities of body, yet feel
ing fellowship with licr in the joy into which'sfm is en
tered, gives me great satisfaction; knowing ri-ht well

her portion is with thfc righteous, ami her eteriuri inheri

tance is amongst the jnsl, where sorrow, snares and
temptations cannot come.

And after she was luiried, 1 went up to London ami

conversed among the Inethren three months, wheie'the
Lord was pleased to bless my service unto many,

then returned to ('olchesler, where 1 continueii ^grcit

part of the n inter follow ing. And in the year j

went up again to London, and visited me*etin<'-s there

abouts, as J found it upon me, and also some meetiim-s at

my return in Essex and builolk. And then ahouf^thc
Eighth month, 1 went again to London, and was there
in the great revolution of government: ami

I was al)le of body, laboured witii other Eripn./*"^'!-ti^
the parliament that tiien sat in the year 1689 to

penal laws hy whicli Friends and others had fuderoff

to be suspended ; and hy the good liand of God an act
was passed to tJiat purpose, which hath proved'"Tca'tlv

to the ease of tender consciences. And after the Vn^vW

Meeting of Friends in 1689 was over, I returned a-ain
to my habitation, and continued there the whole winter
not being able of body to travel by coach as 1 had done'
many infirmities growing upon me, yet found dailv re'
newing of strength in the inw ard man, and the word of
the Lord lived in my heart, to the refreshing my soul
and the souls of many tender babes that lived and "-rew

by the milk of it; and in this is my fellowship with the liv
ing, and my labour, travel and prayer, that all mav be kent
in the feeling of it, for this living word abideth for ever.
After which, he spent his time mostly in Colchester and
London, in the service oi Irutli, and finished this life the
gSth day of the Sixth mouth, 1693.
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TEACIIEKS OF TTrE WOFLl),

Wliicli may be of "se lor ilic (rial of Ibeir ways, and sRuuIihg:. tliat
nil who are williii"- to bo undeceived, may come to an understamlitin- to know what"'sort of men in this nation they are, who serve
m'rttlie l^ord .lesus Christ, but their own bellies, who in words pro

fess God and tiic scriptures, but iii lile deny both.
w

r

r
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AN INVITATION AND WARNING
T,. them .and all people, to (urn from iniipiity, .and serve the living
God whose service is not known, but in (ho light ? neither is any
service or worsiiip accepted by bim, but as it is acted in obedience

to his measure which is LigliC and hath hglitcd every one tiiat
cometli into llie world.

rr ; cv w.A^iv/s' and en, and waUo-n- iiow-aelvc!! in the ye fn-incipn! of the

M fL the dan of your xlnuffhlcr, and op/oar dioper.iou, are accomjdnhed,
and ye shall fall like a pleasant vessel. Jer. o-l.

Written by a friend to all people, and a lover of the I.ight,
ways thereof, whose outward name is
STEPHEN CUTSP.

and the

THIS is written to go abroad amongst the parish

teachers and their flocks, and is serviceable for them to
consider of; for the Lord God of heaven and earth is

arising in his mighty power to [ilcad tlie cause of tlie pour
and needy, and to deliver the lambs from the teeth of the

wolves and the lions, who catch for the prey; and to make

a separation in the flocks of the idol shepherds ; and be

hold his voice is uttered from Zion, and his wo'vd <-octh

forth from his holy habitation, who dwells in the fi<-ht,
and in it is his voice heard, which shakes the earth and

makes

its

inhabitants

to

tremble.

^

Therefore all people fear the Jmrd, and mind that of

lum which reproves sm and evil in the secret of vmir

hearts, Avduch is the grace which hath appeared unto all
of you; but hath not yet taught all of von i i

godliness and wovldly lusts, Imt in the lusts of i'!S-vuco

fe:chraud't''^f„:'
and for your sakos who are sm
i pe
l ,n
i.r„ir
whom 1St
1 ercTfs ar.Jy

desires, is this given forth, that you may see voiir leieliere

tried by their own rule, and found too'lighSd t ilt

row ; therefore all ho warned lor tunc to come, and in the

fear of the Lord rvill you come to know the heginuilig

of that wisdom which comprelieuds all those heaps of

teachers which feed the itching ears.

S. C.

A

W O R D O F R E P R O O F, c V c .
THIS Avovd is iinto yon, oli yc priests! in vain is all
your coverings; for the light of our Hod is risen, and
liath discovered you, and Ins power hath rent, and is
rending your coverings, and his controversy is proclaim
ed against you; and he hath brought fortli his little army,
whicii is little in your*eyes, hut is a mighty host in the

power of his spirit, upon whom he is fultilling his pro

mise, that one shall chase an hundred, and ten sliall put
•A thousand to llight. And as our forefathers did, so do

^vc, (in this day of our Hod, in a spiritual sense.) hy faitli
turn to ilight the armies of the aliens, and stop the moutiis
of lions, and obtain promises, tS:c. And you yourselves

are witnesses in your practices, who are. not able to stand,
but often llee, wiieu tiie life of God ariseth in any to speak

to you, though in contemptible instruments in your eyes,

and so have many hundreds of you been put to ilight
without sword and spear: and then you run from your
■worship, to the house of your armoury, where you are
tittcd witli the weapons of tlie beast's warfare, (as whips,
stocks, prisons, and such like,) in whose army you are

found fighting against the Lamb and his army; by wliom

you siiall be overcome, and your cai'cases cast into the

open field. And now is your works of darkness, and
great swelling words of vanity, brougbt to light, and
there tried and judged, which is our rule to try and judge
withal. And seeing you say the scripture is your rule,

whereby things ought to be tried and judged; you and
your works shall be tried by the scriptures also, that so
you may be condemned by both.
First, Ye say ye are ministers of Christ: nay, but yc
are his ministers whom ye serve and obey, and whose

work ye do. ]S"ow sin is the work of the devil, and to

destroy it io the flesh, was Christ made manifest in flesh:
and you that deny tlie destruction of sin in this life, yon
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deny it in flcsli: for lie that departelli fliis life, i^oelh out
of the ilesh, ami leavetii it, ami so you (leiiy tlie work of
Christ, whose ministers you say you are: ami lie is no
servant nor minister of Christ, who denies iiis work.

Now read and consider, sin, and tin; man of it. is against
Christ; and the ministers of him who is ai;ainst t'hrist
always strives to keep iij), and to upiiold that Avhicli
Christ ami his ministers strive to destroy ami tlirow down,

which is sin iiiUieilesh ; and so here, it is plain, that you

who strive to uphold sin, uphold Antiduist. w hoseWnisters ye are.

Again, Christ said to his ministers, Co ye forth, &c.

But Avhere is your going forth ? when some of vou have
purchased to yourselves places, and sonu- iiave <'-ainetl

by flattery, and some do liold by force and lyrannv^a cer

tain place, circuit or quarter from whence ve seek your

gain, and there, are not ashamed to sue iiy tUle. as la-ctor,
incumbent, or lecturer of such a place. Oh' iiorrihle!
that ever such should say they were minislors of Christ!

Yea, and some of you can boast and ghn-y in your shame,
saying in your declarations, you have been tbere in such

a place some tiyenty, some thirty, some forty vears B^is
CVOL- such a t m.g Imavd .,f cuu,xn,i,.g „
CIS of Chml VVcrc not tl.cy a,,prove,1 in il,,-!,.

to, by trials, by travellings, by lniril,l,i,„ and dansors,

hoth by sea and land, in want, lu heaviness &c Jhit
you have chosen the pleasures of sin, and to live iit ease

inthellesh; hut destruction and misery shall overtake
you 111 a day when you are not aware, who will not be
warned.

Again, Christ said to his ministers. All power is s-ivcn
unto me, and 1 am with you : He did not say, all .fower

is given unto me, and I will give it to the nuuristrates;
and if any come to oppose you or your doctrine, go to
him, he shall detend you ; but they had the witmvss iu
themselves, and the power was with them, and is w'itb
them to the end of the world, which stops the mouths of
gainsayers; Avhich power is the poiver of Christ Avhich
the ministers of Christ have according to promise; and
the power of Auticlirist, the ministers of Antichrist have,

to the Teachers of the IVorld.
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which is manifest in persccntiiig, in violence, in tumults,
and such like; which powev is your defence, who say,

ye are ministers of Christ, and arc not; but are ministers

of Antichrist, and so proved liars and condemned, and
witnessed against, both in tlie light and by the scriptures.
Secondly, Yon say you preach the gospel.

Nay, that is not tl'ie gospel of Ciirist you preach, but

another, which he tliat bringeth is accursed: for the gos

pel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation to them

that believe. 13ut what you preach is not so : no, not to
them that believe it, who preacli that they cannot be
saved. So if they believe what you declare, they must
believe tliey cannot be saved while in this life : and so it
is not the power nor gospel of Christ which you preacli,
but the power of darkness to keep all in death out of the

fiiitli, wbicli gives victory, and through which the creature
comes to know the gospel, and the power which saves
and redeems up to God.

xVgain, The gospel is everlasting, and none can preach
it, but tliey who have received it; but you whose know-

led"'e stands in carnal arts and sciences, and inventions,
which came in time, and must perish in time, your knowled"-e cannot receive the everlasting gospel, when it is

preached unto you, much less jireach it unto others; and
in that knowledge do you corrupt yourselves and others,

and arc like to perish in your corruption together, ex-

ceiit voii turn to the light which was before corruption,
that it may show yon corruption, and lead you out of cor

ruption, that ye perish not; ibr to such as are in the perish-

in"- way which is corrupt, the everlasting gospel is hid.
Again, That which you preach, is not free nor with
out charge; but the gospel was so, and is so; and as
long as the force and violence, and pride and covetousiiess is found amongst you, which makes that which you

preach burdensome and chargeable to the people, cease

calling it the gospel of Christ; for if you do call it so,

the light in all consciences condemns you, and the prac
tice of Christ's apostles condemns you, and the scripture

declares against you^ and your condemnation is just, and
shall abide for ever.
0
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Tliirdly, You say you preach the Trutli.
Nay, that is not the Truth you preach, for it sets none

free; for many have abode in your doctrine and worship
a long time, some twenty, some forty, and some sixty
years, and yet are not set free ; hut you have brought
them to believe, that they cannot he freed, and so liave

caused them to err from tiie right path, and such may

die in their iniquities; hut their blood will he re([uire'd
at your hands, who have beguiled and deceived them.

But Christ Jesus, the Light of ti»e World, who li'diteth every man that cometh into the woi ld, that all men
through him might believe, he said, If ye abide in the

Truth, the Truth shall set you free. lie is the 1/ight,
the true Light, and the Truth tliat sets free; and you

who deny the light that ligiiteth every man that cometh

into tiie world, and yet say you preach the Truth, you are

liars, and the lake is your portion except you repent.

Again, What you preach you sell, and so are declared

against expressly in scripture, seeing you say you ureach

tha T™tU: for what saith it? B,,y the Truth, ".III sell
It not. Read your condemnation all you who make bar

gains for that which you call Truth ; and let the li-ht iu
your own consciences judge, whether you do not'^deny
scripture, yea or nay.

Fourthly, You say, he that preacheth the gosnel ou-ht

to

live

of

tiic

gospel.

a

i

^

js

I answer, he unto whom the gospel of Christ is com
mitted to preach, none can hinder him of liviii"- of it* for
it is his life, and he needeth not an outward h?w to hold

up Ills livelihood. Neither did any that ever preached
the gospel, make use of any such power; but their power
they had, and they have alone from Christ Jesus, both
for tlie inward and outward support. Have we not power

to eat? have we not power to drink, saith the apostle,
who was a minister of Christ? But he had not power to
make bargains with any people for a certain ekablish-

ment of a sura of money, and then to seek for an aug
mentation besides, as some of you do, and then to sue at
law for default of payment: and if it were paid, then to
spend it in voluptuousness upon his lust as you do; some

in the lust of drunkenness and gluttony, and some in
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pride, in satisfying your lusts in clothes and in building,
and some in covetousness, making a god of money : so

you have chosen to yourselves gods Avhich shall perish

with you, and they shall not save you; but your naked
ness and your shame the light hath discovered, who have
refused to be covered by it; and while ye live in pride
and gluttony, in envy and covetousness, in strife and con
tention, tliis is not to live of the gospel, but this is the
fruit of tlie corrupt tree which is for tlie fire.

Fifthly, You say, the labourer is worthy of his hire.

Yea, but he must have it of him that sets him to work,
and hath prolit liy his work. Now lie that Morketh for
one man, and would have hire of another, wiio set him
not on work, this is unreasonable; and so is it for a man
to exact wages for liis work, when none Ijatii prolit by

liis work, as is seen at this day among yon priests, wlio
are out of tlie reasonableness and good order which most
nien besides yourselves arc in, in this respect.
Therefore be ashamed and amend your ways, and la

bour with your hands the thing that is good, that you may

come to eat of the fruit of your labour, and be satisfied;
and be not always like the greedy dumb dogs tbat can
never have enough : for now is the day come which hath
declared your work, and yon are comprehended and
fathomed, and measured with an equal line, and your

coverings are too narrow, and the feet of your image is

smitten, and the stone is increasing to fill the whole
earth * and then shall not your place be found, and the

recompence of your labour wil be destruction, wo and
misery, which ye shall receive of the hands of the

righteous God, the judge of heaven and earth, who Avil
judge every one of you according to your doing; and

then shall all your hard speeches which ye have uttered
against the innocent, be returned into your own bosoms,
and ye shall know that ye were Avarned, and the light

in your consciences shall in that day testify unto God's
righteousness in your destruction.

This is given forth from the spirit of Truth, for the
manifesting and rebuking of the spirit of error, and Avritten in obedience to the commandment of the Lord in the

year accounted, 1657.
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for their many corrupt doctrines aiul practices; also a u arnin-, and
general Invitation to ail People, that live under their tyrannkal
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the Light tfiat makes them manifest. '

Herein is their Church made manifest: 1. In its Pn„., i ^

Members wherewith it is builded. 3. In its Ofiieera V'"-

trines, of God, of God's Word, of Faith, and of tVI J"
its Ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's Sunn
them.) 6. In its Discipline. '""pper, (as they call

With an exhortation to all people to come out from

tliat which makes them manifest, which is tiie

eth every Man that cotneth into the world. that lightWritten in love to tlie simple-hearted in that Nalmn n i • -

Truth, and in Testimony against the False 'I'cachers 'i" J^ 'tness of the
trines. Ways, and Worships; by one who dcsheL th-.^'p "f'
brought to the Truth in their inward parts to worsh n V' f-' .

leading of his own Spirit, that so they'lnSt be accSed^ 7 ^

among men by the name ofSTEiniEN- Cnisi*. Pted; who am known

TO the several presbyters in Scotland and to everV
member of them, and to the Scottish church in general

Js this directed, and sent as a word of reproof anri worn-

ing from him who is the head of the true church which

is pure and undefiled, and sent by, and given through
his servant, who being a member of that church, and
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participating of tlio power and wisdom of the liead. (ac

cording to the proportion of a meinher,) do thereby com
prehend your cluirch, of whic:li 1 am not a member; and
in obedience to tlie Lord .Tesns Christ, the true liead, do

hereby re])rove you of your adultery and hypoci isy, and
several other spots and wrinkles that are in and upon

your church, which now with the light arc made mani

fest. And in the fear and name of the Lord, do warn you

to return, and come to that which maketh manitcst and

maketh clean, before ye be cast upon the bed of misery

and perpetual sorrow with Bahylon your mother, and de-

zebel your prophetess, by tlie power of Avhose sorceries
and enchantments, in and among her merchants and dis

ciples, many poor people in this nation are seduced and

deceived, and kept fiom the anointing, which tea(dicth

freely the Trutli, Avhich no lie is of, nor springs from,
and they whom you keep from this which teacheth freely
that so they might buy or hive teaching of yoii, among
whom they are ever learning, and never learned, nor

brou<"ht to'know the Truth which makes them free that

abides in it. Tiiesc I say, can never know the true church
which is the ground of Truth, in which none can be pil
lars but such as overcome sin, and transgression and

death wliicli entered thereby, and came over all men ; in
Avhich state Lod's church is not. And there are but two

states, namely, the state of sin and transgression, the

wao-cs Avhereof is death; and the state of redemption from

sin^ which is through the power of the resurrection from
the' dead, wdiich is the state of the church ; between which

two states is an absolute antipathy; for they that are in
the trans"-ression, are not in the church, for then it would

be spotted; and they that are in the church, are not in

the transgression, because the church is in God where
transgression cannot be; and they that are holdcn in sin
and death, are not risen from the dead, arid they who

are made partakers of the resurrection and life, which is

Christ, they arc not holden in sin, but the same power

that raised up Jesus from the dead, raised them from the

power of sin and death, and being thus raised, makes
them members of the church, which is pure audundefiled,
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Avhich is separated from llie, sinners and from sin, by
the mighty operation of the cross, M'hich is the jiower of
God, by Avhich \vc arc translated from death to life, from
sin to righteousness, from being members of the harlot

and her chnrcli, to be members of Christ and iiis church;
and this is tlie cluirch which we own and witness.

Now as concerning your church, 1 have not a few things
against it, but even many, wherein you are to he reprov
ed, and must l)e amended or ratiier changed, before you
can justly be called and accounted the (dnircii of Cdirist,

or any part thereof. Therefore listen a while and give
attention, ye priests and presbyters of Scotland, who
have a ong time l.eet. talking of tefofnting, and ame.nling, and inngn.s, „„d making clean ynnv Jhn.cl,: and I

vv.ll declaic nn o yon your way tvlicli ye ongl.l to take,
to accomidisl. that which yon so inncli i„-„t,.nd for, and

cannot yet accomplish, not- indeed evei- can, till that he

lemoved, which hath and doth hindci- a tight and thorough

reformation.

.uiu

u i v.

Now the lirst thing in your churcli • i i

to my understanding, to be reproved ' is

thereof upon whicli it is builded, it not bob
which the church of Christ was, and is bnVl l® i ' '

will thus appear. ' budded upon, as
The foiimlation of your church, is tinf • i t lo

in the fleshly part of man; namely, forms anT ""of

the things the saints wrote of, without ti.c piiwcM-"w'lLh

are attamahle by the fleshly wisdom o tf rworW by
which God is not known, nor the hndv wi.; i • ' i
discerned ; but he tl.at cai; gefll.e^ln ' ' 1

although he be out of their life, yet such are acco'.Xr U
memhers of youi; church ; and of such members in I n,i-

on this foundation is your diuicli Iniilded, t'li^ faints
said, he would build his church upo, tLt whicdi he
knowl
edge of, came not by ties), no,'lil„„d, b„V|' '
lationfrom God his lather which is in heaven• vou

words being the chief corner-stone thereof «„f r'brist

may read in the l6th of Matth. I7,18. And this'is the

rock ^yhich is now made manifest by revelation, throngh
the spirit, which thing you deny to be in these days;
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and so are not biiiUled upon 'vvhat comes to be known so,

but upon that which the knowledi;e of comes by ilesli
and blood; and you that have laid anotiier foundation

for your churcb, than what is by revelation, your founda

tion must be razed, and your church must tall, the pil
lars whereof are already shaken, and shall shortly be
removed.

Therefore come all to the true touudation, which was

and is the foundation of tiie true church, which is Christ,

the Son of the living Cod, who is the light oi the world,
and lighteth every man that cometh into the world with

the true ligiit; aiid let tliatbe the beginning and founda

tion of your building, and that which will stand for ever.

Tiiis M'as before transgression was, ami before will-wor-

shii) was, against this the gates of hell cannot prevail.

'JMiis is tiie corner-stone M liich ye builders have re

jected, and do still reject, [the Ligiit,] and so rejecting
"it are buihliug Jllabyiou, (as it were,) which is now coii-

iVmndiiig; and ye are put to a stop, and can proceed no
further; for the people see your confusion in many

parts of the nation, and begin to love and embrace them

whom you have cast out of your church, who have the
Li"-ht for their foundation, which answereth the witness
of God in all; and whosoever builds, and not on this,

iheir building shall come to naught, and tlie builders

shall be ashamed, for that which should uphold them,

wil come a-top of them, and break them to pieces.

The next thing reprovable in your Scottish church, is

the matter whereof it is composed. And in this also are.

you contrary to the true church, the spouse of Christ;

for your church is composed of evil and ungodly men and
women, whose hearts are delighting in ungodly practices,
as swearing, and lying, and cozening, and dissembling,

and scoffing, and scorning, yea, in striking and beating
the innocent, such is your church made up of; dead stones,

whose hearts are as an adamant, their mouths filled with

cursing, and their tongues tilled with venom, and tlieir
hands tilled with violence. These are your materials

^\dtli which ye have builded, but the Lord God of light

and power, is making you bare and manifest, and by hi.<
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power is throwing; you down, wliero shame sliall cover
your church, where the scoruers sluill he scorned in the
day of their calamity, and tlie strikers shall he stricken

with a rod that will l)reak them to [)ieces. The sword

of the Almighty is drawn, and shall wound them in their
inward parts, that have wounded his children in their

outward bodies, and grieved his Holy Spirit: and then
sliall howling and lamentation come ui)on your church,

but there shall he none to pity ; for the double reward of

your doings to God's children, shall shortlv come uiion
you, and that is the word of the Lord to you

But if you demand, how is all this pi'oved that vour
church IS composed and made up of such person^ as
these." I answer, I prove it thus, not oojy hy j,earing
lli^ilitH
1 ^of0 God
? ^ ?helrore my
d icomi
e ngeamong
t e r nyou;
al
of lie Son
hut also being an eye witness of your beluTviour towards

me, who, when 1 have in oliedience to God, and love to
your souls, but proclaimed the fear of Giwi f

in one of your mass-houses or niai-kl " !
hath It lieen counted by yon, who ai-p' r ,

Presbyterian church, some crying kick hi i
knock him down; and sucl/like lan-n

have I and many of my bretJire.i ^ T'S';

amongstyou: as in particular the behaviio.^ r'il "

pie of JJalkieth, on the 1.3th of the Nhuh . n J'-o

may witness; where, had not the soldiers ? ,[

stop to your murderous purposes against me '^Vs
of mischief had more appeared- bi?l w ^ your works

and known to be of one nature'with the"sca''rr ? ^^'^d

whore, who thirsteth after, and is Wu^
o
f the san
i ts. Besd
i es, de
l' re Imds nfg
this charge against your church, than wh?t hath a^idlth

proceed out ot your own mouths, who are daily confess

ing yourselves to be such kind of people, and so are

juvants
dgedever
out owere.
f yourBoth
ownnot
moyour
uths,priest
as alsay
sichthat
sU 1
ful smyo are all
going astray, every one after the lusts of his own'heart

and hath forsaken God the fountain of livjjio. ,vi(pi ci nnd

digged to yourselves cisterns that can hold no water' and
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that your hearts are estranged from God, regarding lying
vanities? And many such like things might he mention
ed from your own mouths, the l)reath wliereof as tire
shall devour you. Now if it he not so, why do you say-

so, lying against your own souls? And if it he so, liow
can your cliurch he the church of God, pure and undefiled,
unspotted, and without wrinkle, or any such thing? An
swer for yourselves, or cease from deceiving yourselves
and others with the name, church of God, for with him
dwelleth no iuicpiity.
Now if tlie Liglit were the foundation, then would none
be counted tit meml)ers of your clmrcii hut sucli as walk

ed ill it; and so your fellowsliii) would stand in the Liglit
as the true cliurch-fellowsliip did and dotii: but evil

doers, as scotlers, liars, proiul, covetous persons, strikers,
fierce despisers, railers and persecutors, sucli hate tiic

J^io-lit, and deny and reject it, and so may he continued

in your church-fellowsliip, which is in sin for term of

your lives, aud shall he continued iu the inheritance of
utter darkness iu the end, where shall he weeping and

wailing, and gnashing of teeth for ever.

Another tiling reprovahle in your church, is the otll-

cers tliereof, they being in all things contrary to the qua
lifications signified by the scripture of truth; as y-e might
well see, if tlie God of this world, the prince of darkness,

had not blinded your eyes, a little of tlie disproportion
between them, and the officers spoken of in the scrip

tures. (For sake of tlie simple, who desire to be inform

ed,) I shall instance; and first of all concerning your
presbyters. For the presbytery which the scriptures
speak of, who laid their hands on Timothy, t Tim. iv.

14, were such with whom was the power of God, as -was
manifest by Timothy's receiving a gift by the laying on
of their hands, who had received the gift of God them
selves, and had also received power to communicate the
same; hut you who are proud men, and covetous men,

who usurp authority, and presume to he called by the
name? nnd deny that power to he extant with you, or any
else, or that any can he immediately called or gilted for
the ministry, you are of that sort mentioned in Titus, i.
1 0
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16. Who profess yc know Ciod, hut in works deny liira,

being ahoniinahlc and disohedicnt, ami to every good

work reprobate; for these (jualilications do belong to
such men as ye profess yourselves to lie, m hich 1 shall

set down, ami then let all sober iieople judge, Avhether
ye he reprobate unto them, yea or nay.

1. They ought to he blameless, ami whether ye lie so

or not, be your own judges, who say, none can live with
out sin, and so consequently not without hlamc. for all

sin is blameable; so in this particular you have excluded

yourselves. Then watchful; Imt what do yon watch
for? except it he opportunity to promote your corrupt

honour, or to augment and exact vour uii-odly gain.
Then of good behaviour, that is uot^o rail, iuul to curse,

and to stir up people to tumults, and to stoning those who

are not of your judgment; this is evil behaviour. Then

given to hospitality; as to this, let the poor people who
in your parishes go in cold and hunger, while von live

m fulness and idleness, lieav wUiicss against vni'i. 'rlien
apt to toacli. In this also are ye far shin l, n,|,J take

a week's time to study, to teacli the peopl,., u, " or three
hours, and yet cannot get your dcvisi-il ci. ^

hold together, hut one wlii'le is couiir.ned 1101^ which it

m
a^ be the same day, or shortyl after, you.'vHl deny
apin. 1 lien not given to wine, no strikers. How many

of pu have been guilty lierein, in drunkenness, and
striking, and setting others on to strike, would be too

tepmi
s toand
menti
on here;
but who
desiresintosincerity
be informed
of pern
their
manners,
let them
take
notice of them, and they shall come to umlerstaml their

spirit; also some of their works of this nature, are already
printed and presented to pulilic view. Then not greedy

of filthy lucre. And m this particular, how fa? your
greediness hath appeared beyond all tliat have soiie be

fore you, let the suflpmgs of them, who for conscience

sake, could not put into your mouths, bear witness a°"alnst

you. Again saith the apostle in the 7th verse of tlfat 3d

chapterjof the 1st of Tiipthy, he must have a good report

of them that are without; but how far are ye short of this,
who cannot keep up a good name amongst them of your
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own cluu'cli, but your cctvelousncss ami deceit are manifest

among them; notwithstanding your tyranny doth inucli
stop their mouths, and blind their eyes, that they yet see
not so much of your deceit, as shortly they will come to
see*

]}iit in brief, the descri[)tion of the church officers in
the whole scriptures of the apostles, is that they be
blameless; which ye say none now can be; and that

they be filled with the'Holy Hhost, and with faith:

which ye say they cannot be; for sin must have a room
in them, then they cannot be tilled with the other. And
that they hold the mystery of faith in a pure conscience,

which ye say they cannot'do, for some sin must remain,
and that deifies tile conscience. That they should be gen

tle towards all men, in meekness, instructing tbem that

oppose themselves : but out of this and all these qualiticidions ye being found, your ofRciating must be like your

ollicers, and your officers arc like the members, a body

fit for destruction together, which the Lord is appearing
j^n-ainst in his mighty power, to cut oft" head and tail,

rJot and branch together. , , ,

3. The doctrines of yonr church also are reprovable

and corrupt in many things, contrary to the scriptures.
And ilrst in your doctrines of God, whom you say is to
be known and believed on, as in the distinguishinent of

three persons ; and herein ye teach contrary to the scrip

tures of Truth, which ye say is your rule, and by it are
all such dreamers and deceivers judged, and by the spi
rit which gave them forth, which speaks no where of
three persons, as ye imagine and teach, but declares of
the only wise God, who is one in his being and substance
individual, infinite, who dividetli all things, and to every
sort their portion, who limiteth all things, and is not
limited; whose power and spirit is inseparable from liini,
who is the Father of the spirits of all flesh, who by his

power m-eateth, and by his spirit quickeneth all living

creatures, whose power is the Christ, and whose spirit is

the holy and eternal life which they partake of, who wait

for his appearance in his power; and these doth not the

scriptures call three persons, but the one witness in the
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heaven -vvhicli you are all ignorant of, uho dream and di

vine to tlie people, of a distinguislinient of persons in the
Godhead; tlierefore cease your deceit yc deceivers and
soothsayers of Egypt, and come to tlie light that shines
in the heart, that by it you may come to the true know

ledge of God your Creator, and of his power by which
ye were created, aud of his spirit l)y u hich he fjuickens
into newness of life, all tliose who fear him, and wait
for his salvation, which now by the light is makin"- ma
nifest.

=

3. Your doctrine concerning the word of God is alto-

pther
believe,
is the reprovable,
word of Godwho
thatteach
can bepeople
boughttoand
sold tliat'that
for mo
ney, and the knowledge thereof attained by human learn

ing, namely, the scriptures, (or outward writings,) of the
prophets and apostles, that you say is the word of God,
and they that say otherwise, you say must be cursed,
13ut will not this return upon your own heads, who preacli

which saith Christ is the word

of God? Now if he be the word of God, then the scrip

tures are not, except they be Christ, which if you think
they be, declare your meaning plainlv • nul i .r

any
other Christ than ti.e scdptur", 'theif " T"
the word of God, and call the scrlnture, '

accordi
arcofcal
them
ath
wrotrthci
m
whoknnegwasthethey
word
Gloeddtsiby
ef,l w
hcihytlie
etg™
i m

rant of, have as it were changed the ghirv of fbo it^nr-

roptiWe and immorta^l woni of God wh'ich abides for ever,
into the similitadc of writings, which had a he-inniii- in
time, and must come to an end; and in (ho cnd%haU voil

knovv the word of God to he that which searches your
hearts, and judges your ungodly thoughts and purposes;
this shall abide with you in the end, for this was in the

heginning, which the scriptures were not, and this is it

by which the scriptures and all other things came to have
a being; so that if the scriptures must be called the word

of God, because the word came to the saints, and bid them

write them, or make books thereof; then, may not Noah's

ark, or Solomon's temple or II,e priests garments, or any
other thing of the like nature, be called the word of God,
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because by it they Avcre conimaiuled to make them ? And
furthermore, tliat which is tiie word of Ood, is that which
was madeilesli; and if you can tell how or when tlie

scriptures were made llesh, then declare it, or else let
that be called the word of God henceforth, that did be

come ilesh. Again, without the woid was nothing made

that was made; and if the scriptures he this word, then
declare to us how you know that they weiw before the
creation; for that which maketh, must needs be before,
the things that by it are made. Further the word of God,
saith the apostle is quick and powerful, and shari)er than
a two-edged sword, dividing between the soul and the

spirit: but if this be the scripture, then tell us m hat is
the reason that your souls are not thereby divided from

the spirit of iniquity and deceit that rules over them?
,15ut ye imagine that death only can make that division,
as if death were more powerful than the n or<l of (Jod.

Qli ye blind and ignorant priests and people! how long

will ye regard lying vanities, exi)ecting life where it is

not to be had, and like the pharisees of old, think to have
eternal life in the scriptures, but will not come to Christ
whose life is your light? Turn your minds into your
own hearts, and feel if God's word, (wiiich is as a ham
mer,) be not striking at some or otiier of your sins and
corruptions, and wait then to feel the sharpness of it, to

cut and divide you from your sin.s, that so you may wit

ness the word in your ilesh, (and not in a book,) to des
troy the works of the devil, that the Avord in the heart

ye may know, which liveth and abideth for ever, when

that by it is destroyed, which cannot abide for ever, wlich
is your sin, Avhich hitherto hath separated you from the
knowledge of God and of his powerful word.

4 Your doctrine of faith is reprovable, and you in it
found contrary to the true ministers of Christ; for you

preach that faith cannot be without sin ; and you say it
is heresy and error in any to say that it can : now this I

say, if ye knew the true faith which is saying, ye would

see that it is contrary in all things to sin, and would
know, that instead of an impossibility to separate them,
it would be impossible to unite them; for faith saith the
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scriptures is the gift of God, and tlic gift of God is per
fect, and God and his gift hath no concord with sin, but

giveth the true heiiever victory over it.
JJnt as for your faith which ye say cannot lie without

fein, it is therewith corrupted, and is not the like precious

faith which the saints obtained, by wiiich tliey wrought
righteousness, and were accepted M ith the Lord. wiTh-

out wliich it is impossible for you to please him, thou'di

ye perform never so many [)erformanccs; for this faiUi

which is mixed with sin, which is the faith of the church

of Scotland, is not that by which the just lives, but anion'you who profess this taith, is the .just slain in your own

particulars, by the sin which ye continue in, aiid say ye
must continue in as long as ye live : so ye, are tar 'short

of the saints hoiie, which brought them to purify them

selves as God IS pure, and your faith, and hope, and
confidence, which is thus mixed with sin and nnri'-htcyonlife
into
theit inheiitance of the promise, which is^»'.Yof
eternal
• for
is

the feigned or made faith, which hardens the heaJ and
continues .you in the transgression, and br.<noi • ,

bold contidence in your dark imaginations w b"

.hull fail and ye shall he snH,:

hope, and be left naked, to your neroelii^,! i i

contusion.And thefefoe'e alUhal d'esl^ to co rto "e

tnie a,th which gives victory over the world, and that

winch IS n. the world, they must first come to that which

true faith is placed in, which is the li.. ht whevPivith
Christ Jesus hath enlightened every one ih-o ^ !, •

the world; and that all men tliroiwh him mi"/?T r •

and Clirist himself said that the;iho:ddTetyet"the
light; and this is it which doth secretly make manifest
and reprove the works of darkness, wltich ^e done o,d
of the faith, e oil; and who believe

in this light, they must believe against sin and thenower
of it, and so as they abide steadfast in the faith watch
ful to that in which they have believed, then the nnwer
of this faith comes to be felt in the creature, that is tliev

have believed against sin, so they come to receive power
against sin; for according imto their faith, so happenetli
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it unto tlicm, and according; unto your failli wlio IjLdieve

you can never he made free from your sins, so also will
it happen unto you ; so loni; as ye abide in that belief,
ve shall abide servants of sin. and so free from rigbleousncss.

•7. Concerninc; election : and herein have ye erred ex

ceedingly from tlic Trutii,' and with the 'rruth ou-ht ye

to be reproved and Judged; who hold forth in your church

that God hath respected a certain number of persons to

himself; without cause or cpiality in them seen or consi
dered; and that these he hath elected unto salvation, by
ail uiialteralde decree, that they shall be saved from the

wrath of Gaxl, and that all the rest are under an irrevocahle decree of damnation : for wlien no way of salvation
is left nor any e.iVectiial means found for tlie. salvation of

them 'that doctrine is not of God, Imt of your father the

devil; wiio was a liar from the beginning; if he telleth a

lie it'is of himself, Imt if ye tell a lie it is of him : and from

hiiii has this doctrine sprung, who rules in the kingdom

of darkness, and desires that none might come to the
knowledge of the Truth, nor he saved ; and so hath set
on to preach this doctrine outwardly unto ignorant peoolc (who generally have lielieved it,) while he in the
mean time IS secretly suggesting in some of them, tiiat

they tilected, and so Avhat sin soever they live in,
cannot mar their election, seeing it is witiiout condition
or nualificatioii, and man's works cannot alter nor change

(iod's decrees. And many sucii like reasonings as this
iLrn they from the deceiver within, and from the de

ceiver® without, and he also is persuading others that they
are not elected, but are of the greater number, which the

priests say, no salvation nor redemption is for; and so
they may take their course, and spend their time in plea

sure for they can hut go.to hell in the end; and all their

godliness and soberness, and strictness, and abstinence
iVom pleasure, and whatever they can do, cannot change
the purpose of God concerning their damnation. And so
by these and such like means and instruments doth the

devil uphold his kingdom, and keep you Irom preaching
Him. or believing on Him. w ho is the way to the Fatlier,
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Christ .Tcsus^ tlie liight of the AVorhl, wlio lighlcth cvciy
man witli the true Avith which he inav -see that

which was wrought in darkness, (which is the" reprobate

state,) and be led out of it according to Ciirist's words,

who said, I am the light of the world, he that heiieveth
on me, sliall nut al)ide in darknes.s, hut shall have the

light of life : he said not if the elect believe on me, hut
[he tliat] a general term to every one tlmt coineth into
the world, and is enlightened with this true lin-ht- aud

this is the love of God to the sons and daughter? of'men,
wlio wills not the death of them that do die, rniarkl

them are reprobated that do die; but God wills it liot, l)ut

rather that they should turn and live. But ye that pi4ach

this doctimc, ye \yould live without turning, but the
n -for it stands
l i f but
e , by an imagination
and
s h aa
ll
cut it oil,
of sucii

decree, as by winch sinners might be saved in their sins:

ami then you shall knmy U,at the tvay of salvation was
yet
you,
in that
shine.l
y,,,,,.H|,„ai-ts:
hut open
ye rejetoctin
g that
way,the
anilight
l seeki
ng toinestahl
^ 03-

of your own ; so ye hecaiio excli<leil, ami shut out of the
kingdom after long talking of it. "
Ami tlierefore all ye people of Scotland, ami to whom

soever tins shall come, of what people or coii ti ylever

ye be, consMlcr in the fear of God, ivhethei- , .Y r in

ed tvitli a liglit that dotli make manifest your evirdefdsi

and words, and purposes in tlie secret of vour hearts,
yea or nay; and if.ye find such a thing, tlien niind dili-

gently its wmkiiig m y„,., for jt j^e rcprouft of ilstrliction, wliicli the scriptures say is the iva-v of If,and the way of life is hut one, and having f„un7i"e™.j;

one in your own particulars, tlioii no loi.ger follow nor
hearken to the deceivers, who for a long time have be-

gniled you, emluig you from the Light, the Way, the

Iriith, and the life of men, and so kept you in death and
have told you, that they have preached the gospel to vou
for the salvation of your souls, and yet tell you also tiiat
darkness, where salvation is not to be found. And these

as many of you a.s ever shall be saved, were saved before

you were born. Then to what purpose is all their preach-
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iiig to you, if they cannot convert a reprohale, nor an
elect person cannot sin unto condemnation: uliere. then
is the use of tiieir ministry, which they have, so many
thousands of marks, and hundreds of pounds a-year for?

If they answer and say, this is the means to gather in

them tliat are elected, 1 answer, (jod will not lose any for

want of means, and therelore he iiatli ailorded the means

freely, without money or price, (o all the sons of men:

Avho"^hath so loved the world, tliat he hath given his only

begotten Son, a means and a way of salvation, for as
many as believe on him ; and he. is the grace by which

the saints were and are saved, which a[)pearetli to all

men, and bringeth salvation near unto all, Avilhout re

spect of i)ersons, who are tanglit by iiim to deny ungod

liness and worldly lusts, and to live so!)ci-ly and righte

ously in tlii.s pre.sent world : but if ye still continue to

be tan"ht by them that turn the. grace of (iod into wan
tonness. and despise that which shines in the heart, to

lead out of sin, which it makes manifest, then shall you

perish in yatii" gainsaying; and in the. day of your cala
mity and misery, ye shall know and confess to your un

speakable sorrow and torment, that a prize was i)ut into

your hands, and a way of life was declared and made

manifest; but ye loving your sins and iniquities, your
deli" hls and pleasures, wbich the light and way of life
aonearcd against, were unworthy of this free salvation ;

and so your condemnation ye shall confess to be of your
selves in that day, when God the righteous judge will
be clear of all your blood; and then saying God is partly
to blame, and man is partly to blame, that men go to

hell will'not serve turn, which one of the chief priests

of your Scottish church atTirmed, (Henry Foreside, priest
of Lin-'-ich,) but his folly and many such blind guides is

now maclc manifest with the light, which they are risen

up against; but they shall not proceed much further, for
their%kirls are discovered to their shame.

Many more of the doctrines of yoUr church are re-

provable, and for condemnation Avith the light; which
lio-ht, as the diligent reader comes to mind in its working

and breaking forth, he shall see and be able to meaI I
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sure and try your doctrines with, and will he aide to

comprehend your deceit in many otiier oi'yonr (h)ctrines,
which now 1 am not free to insist upon. "^As of sanctilicatioiij in which j'e allow an unsancliiied part to remain^

and so never bring people to know nor to iiope for the
thorough cleansing, which tiie saints w itnessed, except it
he after death, when no such w ork can he w roo'dit. And
also your doctrine of justilication in sin w ill he. seen, and
God's righteousness will he cleared against yonr lying

and deceit; and so of adoption, amrresurrection,'and
glorihcation, and what else is preached amoinrst yon, will

he seen with the light, hy them that love it^ to which 1

commend them, in whom is sincerity of heart, and shall
proceed a little lurther to yonr ordinances.

Andonlinance
Disl coi.cei
nlng ll.atnamely,
lollnii traditiuii
ivhich you
cally an
or ba|)li.sin,
your caslingafew

drops ol water upon the (ace of an infant of ahout eight
days old ; this you call an ordinance, hut could never yet
hiid out the institution tliereof liy Christ i,„r hi, disciples,

for any sign or signilication whatsoever; ,,,, d 'ss can

you prove it to he the one baptism, neither f • rve

that ever any such tilng was^lone /J '

tion, that hath not so inich as a precedent to"support"it,

excep It he a popish one, from whence it was lieidved

trom the wliorish church of Home, your mother, whom
cI'tr
,

*

1

.

,

unwarrantahle
-jun

cteii

ijcinnsin,

Avherein

you have proclaimed to all understanding iieonle that

from the greatest of you to the least, you are all ignorant

of the baptism the scriptures speak of, which had a time
and service, and ended in that which abides for ever •

and so being ignorant of them, have in their room set up

a conceit and tradition, which hath not so much as the

least ground in tlie'scriptures of Truth, neither is men

tioned therein ; nor was it invented many years after3
and then it was instituted by the. pope, obeyed by the
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papists, and since contimicd and observed in your Scot

tish church, which frtjin Llieuce is sprung: hut the truel)aptism is that which was insiituted hy Clirist, and is owned
and witnessed hy the saints, and denied hy tlie lioinish
and Scottish churches, which haptisin is into the name of
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Avhich name is a strong
tower, and all that are baptized into it, iind strength in

it, and help against temptations ; and in the time of trou

ble, lind deliverance hy it: and this the saints witnessed,

who witnessed the one baptism, hy one spirit into one

body; for saith the apostle in Rom. vi. 3, d. " For so many
of us as Avere baptized into .lesus ("hrist, Avere baptized

into his death, that like as Christ Avas raised up from the.

dead hy the glory of the Father, even so Ave also should
Avalk in ueAvuess of life; uoav in tliat lie died, he died

unto sin and tiicy that are baptized Avilli the one bap

tism, they are planted together Avith Christ in the likeness
of his death which is unto sin, ver. 10th. and such also
conic to partake of the resurrection and life Avhich is in
Christ Jesus; and in that they live, they live unto God
and not unto themselves, having crucified the old man
with Ids deeds, and have the body of sin destroyed; and

henceforth being dead unto sin, they serve it not, hut
Avitness tlie baptism Avhich iioav sua cth, making clean the
conscience in the sight of God, hy the Avashing of re'I'eneration.
^ Now all people that desire further to know of this one

baptism, which is a dying unto sin, and a cleansing or

Avashiii"' from the filthiuess both of ilesh and spirit, you
must tiu'ii your minds to the manifestation of God's spirit

Avithin, Avhich is given freely of God for you to profit
withal • and Avith it will you see the spots that remain

upon you, notAvithstanding your outward traditional bap

tism of AAhat sort or manner soever it be; and also it

wil'give you to understand, that the baptism Avhich is
the ansAver of a good conscience, and Avhich is the simi

litude of Christ's death, Avhich is unto sin, is yet Avanting;

and so by waiting in that Avhich malceth manifest those

thin'^s Avliich ye should die unto, then Avill ye feel the
name of Grod revealed in you, Avhich is the strength and
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power whicli only is ai)lc to kill sin: and trnslins; and
believing in this, the true faith coine.s lir.st to he wilnes.s-

ed, and then the one baptism whicdi cleanseth and pnrilletii, will 1)0 witnessed, which biingeth into the ever

lasting covenant which God is making with his holy seed,

which he is now gathering from under all the shadows,
and also from among all the inventions of men, to serve

him in meekness and fear in that worship which is inward
in the spirit and in the truth.

2. The next thing is your imilable custom of eating
and drinking bread and wine, which you call a Sacra-

mcnt ol the Lord's Supper; and in this imitation stands
much of your dark fcllowsiiip ami communion: but no

warnuit from scripture have you for any such practice;
for Christ and ins apostles never commanded swearers

and bars, and covetous persons, and fighters, and perse

cutors, that they should observe any sucii tiling at any

time, such as ye are; for whenever ye eat or drink, it is

unworthily, as ye yourselves sometimes confess a id so
your damnation must needs lie tlie greater

Notwithstanding, Ciirist tiie same Mio-ln i i * .

ed, gave ids disciples ids llesii to eat 1 '' Tin
drink, (figaratively,) wiio afterwards wero t i'" ^

enjoy liim, in that wiiicii was sigidlied I,v t'l'
the
cup, ,vhe„ he look hrea.l .Cut hi' 1''.'■''V

take eat, this is my body, wiiicii tiiev i ^ i

discerned his body, of whicii tliey we're 0100.1"' '?"is
oft as they did tids, they rememheil. I ''I'' ' "f

go
away, but I come agLi: Zi'J;) ^'"tT'
was the new testament in his iilood wiiirl/n

ticipating of, and keeping in rememiirance him a ho died

who was to be raised up from the dead tii.-.t.l 1 r • 1 ,,1

pat
ience they come to'have the tw 0^0^. t theil
hearts, which Avasthe substance of theiigure in the blood,
they being first thereAvith sprinkled from an evil con

science, and washed m their bodies with num water,

which is one with the blood: but hoAv far le are from

this state, let God vvitiess in your consciences, and your
own mouths bear witness. Now notwithstandini; Christ
did institute such a thing as this among his disciples.

»
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who had followed liiin in llie regeneration, and had continv.ed with him in liis temptations, this was nothing to
them who believed not on liim. neitlier is it any thing to

vou who are cursing tliem tliat liear witness to him, tliat
he is come a light into the world, and hath lighted every
man that cometh into the world, and that witness he is

come again the second time without sin unto salvation,
according to his promise; these you curse and persecute.

So your cup is not the cup of lilessing which the apostle
speaks of, 1 Cur. x. Id, M'hich is the communion of the

l)lood of Christ, (which cleanseth from all sin:) neither
is that bread which they i)rcak, the communion of the
hodv of Ciirist; for Paul saith, they themselves were
the bread and the body, which is Imt one; but this he

said he spoke to wise men, and if any ha\ e an ear, let
them hear; but as for your part, ye are so foolisli and

unwise, that the bread ye break, is material liread, (wliieii

feeds nothing but the carnal body,) which is no part of

Christ's body, that is iiid from your carnal eyes, and
sealed from your carnal imaginations; and if his second

coming, which is without sin ye cannot truly believe, his

first coming pidy will not save you, and your bread and

wine will never bring any of yon truly to know nor re
member his death, nor to show it forth; for in that he.
died, he died unto sin: neither will his coming be unto
c-ilvation, when he appears again nnfo you, but unto

d inination, who discern not his body, Imt curse, and per

secute his members. Jiut all that desire to know the

supper of the Lord in sincerity, they must come to the

Li-ht ill lieart, which cometh from Christ, and that
wiU show them that wiiich hath crucified Christ, and

slain the Lamb, and oppressed the just in their own par
ticulars • being placed in the.

heart, and the want of Christ being felt, who by sin and
throu"-b transgression is crucified afresh, then shall you
secretly come to feel a hope of his resurrection; and so
then as oft as ye eat and drink, it will be in the fear of
God, and in remembrance, of your owm nnworthiness;
and also in remembrance of him who is come to sanctify

the creatures; which as he comes to he raised to life,
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which hath been slain in you, this appearance is ilie se

cond appearance which is witliout sin unto salvation ; and

till ye witness tliis, as oft as ye eat and drink, do it in

the fear of God, and in remembrance of Clirist, so show

ing forth his deatli till he comes, who wlicn he comes,
will show fortli his own life, who is God over all bless
ed

for

ever,

amen.

'

And these two you call sacraments, whicli term you
have as little ground for out of the scripture, as you Iiave
to practise them; but arc delighting yourselves in the
works of your <nvn Imuils, and sivi..,» „a,„e.s lo rvliat von

idolize, like the heathens and idolaters heCore von. jllit
e n m Itetos pass,= that Iyon ivlio
a oInive
s ' i heen
v e rso
, lontr
h cxcroW
comes

rnnthe
^ talriel natiIo'nr ot
I "your
( imi
mnds,
l , such
I , nstrangers
t r e mtoahim
i n,
11.1^1?
to aof oxen
[Tany
of Mo-iilnff
you
m
my hearing,said
that tlie lowing
-inil dw.

™'Vnt Id'^lnu

and Chiist was, as your answers wonlfl i t

asked. But your idils shall l,e brok;;^, V.

shall you be ashamed of, us they were mTi i"
groves and the green trees, undei which 1

shipped their idols, whom God confo,,, |,! iT

And then your water and wine, and cal el ?
things which you call sacraments, and' v '''1'
whicli you call ciuirclies, signed with d
your predecessors, these tilings will hnt

nhaniB and norroiv. Thciofinc^vhil't v '
aside these carnal and foolish tradifinii« ^ ]?
Light which lets people see o^ei tS/'^n ^
baptism itself, and to the supper, (and table nf d "n

itself, and to the clinvch itsdf, ilS

thor of our Lord donnn Chrint; as J^ay rtl TtII
1. S.

And lastly, the discipline of yoiu- church, doth annear

contrary to the discipline of the true church • i Jc

particular ye have so P»"oceedcd alreaily

few years, that ye have thereby much ina^n^Sed

selves even to many, who did not before see you; for this
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many have looked upon, as a tail of a scorpion with
wliich you have sou^lit to vent that sting and venom
whicli lodged in your hearts, against the true cliurch,
which ye could not vent with your tongue nor hands ;
but this also will the Lord cut oil", that the scorpions shall

hurt no more, your sting begins to decay, and your force
to fail you, and people l)egin to walk safely in the path

of peace, and in the way of righteousness, notwithstand
ing your tail or your tongue, to the grief of your hearts,
wiiich is fdled with mischief against the righteous in the
laud : but the Lord is their deliverer, and according to
the evil of your desires against the innocent, even so shall

your reward be.

Js^ow tlie true church, they did observe, that if any that
was called a brotiicr, should be a fornicator, a railer, an

extortioner, a covetous person, an idolater, or a drunkard,

with such a one not to eat. Now if you would observe
this in your brotherliood, ye would (piickly be scattered
one fi'oiu another ; your priests suspended for their covctonsness, and drunkenness, and railing; the people sus

pended for their fornication, and idolatry, and extortion,

and railing, and lighting, and many other misdemeanors,

your communion would soon fall; but you who are a

body or church so called, made up of such as these, yc
take another course to uphold your fellowship ; for if any
who have been one with you in these things before men

tioned, doth come to see with the light wherewith Christ

hath lighted them, that these things are displeasing to
God, and so dares not go on with yon any longer in
them, but declares against your idolatry, your covetous-

ness, youi' railing, it is with such a one that you will
not cat nor drink, nor buy nor sell. Oh! abominable

depth of satan! this is the way you have found out to

keep people from believing in the Truth, and from de
parting- from your corrupt and cursed practices. In short,
this is^as your fathers the Jews did, who were the cruci-

fiers of the Lord of Life; if any then did confess him
to be the Christ, that said, I am the light of the world,

who lighteth every man that cometh into the world, they
must be cast out of their synagogue; [mark] out of the
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synagogues of the nnhelievers and cvucifieis. Such as

ye, who cannot, and will not have any IVllowshii) witii

them that ijelieve in the light, that they may he made

childien of light, yoiu- latter end shall not he like unto
theirs, except ye rei)ent.
Furthermore, the apostle exhorteth the ('orinthians.

to deliver the incestuous person to satan, for the de

struction of the ilesh, that his soul might he saved in tlie
day of the Lord; hut he did not intend the destruction of

his body, as ye wickedly do, who thirst after hlood, to

assuage the ilameof your envy : hut the Lord will (luench

that llame, and ye that desire hlood, shall have hlood to
drink: imt the apostle fought not with ilesj, and hlood.

but against spirihial wickedness, and against incest, and
fornication, and idolatry; hut ye make war a"-aiust the
flesh and hlood, and seek the (lestruction of the outward

bodies as much as in you lies; but those who believe i"
the Light, and trust in the Lord, the God of our salva

tion, the power that saveth out of sin ami unrighteous

ness, them wil he deliver out ol your bloody hands, and
youl tuuttul tad. Jint it may he you will ti.,v •ilflino''h

we have no criminal fact to lay to theie dta^o.;

we have cast out „1 cl.uicl,, of . yd
they al-e he.ehcs, a.nl ,t was Paul's counsel, that one that

ts a,l heretic after li.e lirst ami second adnio'nition, rejed.
I answer, ,1 this were observed ainong you, there wiiW

he none ioind to reject; tor all would he found to he re
jected . and this IS the reason, that whosoever comes to

he meinhms ol the true church, doth reject yoi, because

R i""r'ler
a"which
['"J''corruiilion
inconversatioll.
Biitafli-i
thatIhii
way
you call heresy,
worship w"

the frod ot "ue tathers, who wrote the holy scriptures by

inspiration of the lloly bpint; and accordiu- tliereunlo,
we believe m the true light that liglitetli eviwv iiiiui that
cometliinto the world; which (our) belief yon r^ll Iieve.sv;

and we believe that this light wherewith every man

is enlightened, is a sufficient light to lead all that follow

and obey it, to eternal life, ami this you call here'sy. And

that this light is tlie perfect and heavenly gift of God, and
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wliosoevev yields himscdf into Uie obedience of it, shall
thereby be translated from darkness and the works there

of which is sin, and be l)ronght to live rie;hlet)usly and
holily in this life; and tliis also yon call heresy. And

many more things, w hicli in the scriptures are. declared,
and by us believed and witnessed, do yon call lieresy ;

as may appear in a book lately published l)y the presby
tery at Edinbnrg, to their shame, called a '^IVslimony
against the Petition for Toleration : wherein your en\ iou.s
and bloody spirit is sulliciently set forth to every judi
cious reader, against the life of the scrii)tures, and to
whomsoever is come into it: but your Cainisb spirit is
seen, and your end is at hand, ami your reward shall be
according to your w orks.
And now^ all ye people of Scotland, in wboiu is sin

cerity and simplicity, unto whom this shall come, consi
der in the fear of the Lord, where you are, and whom you

are joined Avitli, and against wdiom ye lake part, while

ye abide in this cluirch; and search the scriptures your

selves, and see \vhether these things be so or not, and

come out from amongst them, and partake no longer of
their sin.s, lest you partake also of their plagues, which
are near coming upon them; and praise the Lord who hath
snared you until now^, and caused his light to break forth

to discover their ways and works of darkness, before ye
are overwhelmed by his judgments. And as in sincerity

ye come to try these things with the light, in it ye will
see more ligld, and by it an understaiuling will be open
ed in yoiij see into their abominations and deceits, be
yond what is here declared. But if ye reject this the day of
your visitation, then shall ye be shut up in darkness, and
your i"-norance shall increase; and your hearts shall he
hardened, and ye made fit for the indignation and wrath

of God to be poured forth upon you, when the measure

of your iniquities shall be tilled up.
While you have time, prize it, and while you have light,
love it, and believe in it, that you may be made children
Of it.
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L E T T E R F R 0 3 I S T E P H E N C R I S P,
TO

THE

M AY O R O F C O L C H E S T E R .
Friend,

IT is in my heart in love, to lay these few things be
fore tliec; and it is not my purpose to aggvavatc thy mind
against any, hy hard speeches, nor to crave or iirociire

any thing but what is as just for tliee to grant, as it is for

us to have: hut in consideration of the weighty charge

committed to thee, and the many difliculties 'that thy

charge is accompanied with, and the little experience

U,at thou or any man can have, in tvatli,,^ tln-ouah such
dirncultms, they being occasioned hy things newly linn-

pened, even hut now, ii the latter part of Sur age. And

so, If hou shonldest hastily and unadvisedly act there

might he enongli cause, and too little lime for repentance.

I say, considering those and some other things' I could

not well omit spreading these few lines hefore thee,

which if (hey be received in love, as they arc written, I

have my end and my desire concerning this matter- but
howeyer, my reward is with the Lord, who knows the

simplicity of my heart, which I also desire to manifest to
all men.

Therefore, seeing the Lord God of lieavei. and earth is

the Supreme Counsellor, hotli of kings and potentates,
and of them that are under them, and that none that de

part from his pure counsel, know how to rule or be ruled,
(which I think none \ydl deny,) and that God hath sent
his Son Jesus Christ into the world, to declare his will
and counsel unto the sons of men; and that his counsel,

yea his command is to men, that as they would men
should do unto them, so they should do unto others.

.2 Letter from Stephen Crisj), ^'c.
First, then, whetlier thou would willingly, (if not a ma

gistrate, hilt of a dillereiit persuasion from the magis
trate,) that that magistrate should violently persecute thee
for that thy persuasion. And secondly, if thon he of a per

suasion concerning the worship of God, and helievest
that he reipiires such things at thy hand; then if men

should require the contrary of thee, whether it would he
safe for thee to forsake and relimpiish such thy persua

sion, and desist such thy practice only for that reasou,

because thou art required thereto hy men greater on

earth than thyself? xVnd thirdly, whether the witness of
God in tiiy conscience, he not more answering to our
lives and conversations though we do not conform, than
it is to the conversation of them that live in prophaneness
and Avickedness, and yet do conform ? And, if so, then if

Ihou sliouidest turn thy sword upon us, and let tlie wick

ed walk on every side unpunished, as they have done,
Avhether tliou actest not contrary to the witness and tes

timony in tliy own conscience, and so art found kicking

a"-aink the prick, a\ hich Avill prove a hard work in the
end.

A°*ain, the apostle Paul saith, Horn. xiii. 3, Rulers are

a terror to evil doers, and a praise to them that do Avell:
therefore if the sword comes upon ns justly, we must

liave done some evil: hut our not being actually subject
to a command of man, (which was never commanded for

the' Lord's sake,) is not an evil in itself, and that which

is not evil in itself, no man nor men can make evil by

forbidding it. It was as lawful for Daniel to pray to God
after the decree was sealed, that none should pray to God
or man save to the king, for thirty days, as it was before;

and ie'practised that Avhich Avas laAvful in itself, notwith-

standin'^ the decree Avhich called it unlaAvful. xind it was

as laAvful for Shadrach, Meshech and Abednego to keep

from Avorshipping an image, and boAving to an idol after

the proclamation and the great noise of music, as it Avas
before, and they did so, notwithstanding that aa hich call

ed it unlaAvful. And it Avas as lawful for the apostles

to preach in the name of .Tesiis, after their being forbid-

U2 Jl Letter from Stephen Crisp,
(leu by tlic rulers, as l)efore; for tliat uliicli is good and
lawful ill the siglit of God, can never be made evil or
unlawful by any man or men whatsoever: and such who

are exercised in that whicli is good in itself, need not
fear the magistrate nor his sword, for such shall never
sufler by it, till the sword and judgment be turned back

ward. And if so, let such go on, patiently continuing in

well-doing, committing their cause to God, wiio Will
plead it in his own time.

Much 1 have to say of tliis nature, Imt i shall endea

vour brevity, and not too much spend thy iiatiencc; con
sider also liow little prolitable violence and cruelty can
be in any way to tliee, or liath been to them that have

gone before thee; and on the otl.er hand, l,ow little de

triment, moderation l.ath been to any tliat have been exer

cised therein; and let tlie fear and tiie dread of the God

oi heaven rest upon thee as it ought to do; else thy go
vernment will not shine nor lie honourable, but be extinct

m reproach and obscurity, (in the eyes of sober neople,)

a
s walas others; who for \vant of havh. "Xd tJ t^
Lord and the afflictions of his neonlo ./''i > . nf
pleading the cause of the oppressed liMth /

to evil tloe.., a,„l a .enoe \ .'i!: a

carnal weapons and violence, and vwnii, c .ni

t„o„e
errifybut
li.em:
ami ball, mioialcred caosc o" .'^o"cb.s to
be rude aud tjusodly, wbo tboua;!, Ibey be .ww

s
,
s
r
f
'
S
iliough ^ utter ruin and contempt. Andre-

member the times and seasons are in the liand of the

Lord; he commandeth the winds and they blow he ga-

thereth them again, and they are still; he caiiseth the

tliunder to utter forth his voice, and the lightning to con

sume as he listeth ; tliat the sons of men mio>ht fear and

not count themselves established but by hfj,. Aiid as

to the .Mayor of Colchester.
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concerning ns his poor iind suhcring servants, who arc
bowed to tlie burden of his cross, and dare not but fol

low him, though in a cross to our own wills and the wills
of others, and had rather incur the wrath of man by obey
ing him, than God's wrath by obeying man; we have
committed the innocency of our cause to the Lord, and
this we can and do witness for the l^ord, that he

hath supported us, so tliat we have not fainted, neither
are we weary, neither shall we while we continue doing
his will, for his peace and presence is with us, and that is
our reward, and the renewing of our strength and coniidence. And though grievous have been our suilerings,
as thou knowest, and I believe more than thy heart hath
assented to oftentimes, yet do we not murmur nor repine

at the good hand of our God, who bath suflercd you to try

lis hitherto. Hut, whereas it is now come to thy lot, to
bear the burden of government of this numerous people,

I cannot hut exhort thee to wait on God for Avisdom

how to go in and out before them, and to put on bowels

of mercy and compassion, and let not the weapons of

cruelty be found in thy habitation, nor the devisings of
mischief, (against tiie innocent,) be found in thy heart;

for if there be this, I tell tiiee in the name of the Lord,

that all tiiose devices shall fail, and not bring to pass the
cHect intended by them, and shall in the end leave a

curse and withering upon thy name, and a blasting upon
thv blessings. Thou art now the third mayor in this

town since some of us were committed to prison for no
other cause than being at a peaceable meeting of the

T)eople of God: and one leaves them bound, and ano

ther leaves them hound, and now^ it is the work that
lies before thee to unloose the unjust bonds of the inno
cent and to ease and not aggravate the atllictions of tlie
athicted which will he a work acceptable with the Lord.

And in so doing thou wilt, (as thou oughtest to do,) weaken

the hands of the ungodly, he a refreshing to the sober

sort of people, who are Aveary of beholding such grievous

persecution, even such as suffer little of it: and this is the

Avay wherein thou and thy house may be blessed. So I

^ Letter from Stephen Crisp, §*c.

have cleared niy conscience to tliee in trne love, and iny
reward is with the Jjord; and if my advice linds accep

tance with thee, I liave, (as I said,) my end. But how

ever r am content in my portion, which is my iidieritance

in life and immortality, with them that are sanctified

through faith in Christ; on the trial of which faith, I
sutler bonds, and have done these forty-eight weeks, in

the moat-hall in Colchester, where I remain a lover of

thy soul, a friend to just power, and obedient to all good

and wholesome laws, but a witness against unri"'htcoiisThe ist of the 8th mouth, 16G1.

S. C.

ANO

letter

from

rnr.i:

steriten
TO

crisp,

THE

M AY O R O F C O L C H E S T E R .
Fkif.xd,

THOU art now l)Ccome the ruler of a great and numer

ous people, among whom tlie light of knowledge and un

derstanding hatli plenteously shined; and many amongst
them liiive exercised themselves more in matters of reli

gion than ever thou hast done, and are come to he iixed
and settled upon something as a principle, in which tiiey
make conscience of tlieir worship towards Cod : and

their testimony of this principle, and their profession
which hereupon they do profess, is dearer to them, tliaii

all that they iiave in this world: and these are not like
unto those teachers and people, who being joined to no

inciple nor religion in themselves, do stand ready to

take up a religion from any body that becomes greaiest.

And so, whatever carnal protession is but backetl or pro
moted with the carnal sword, these carnal professors arc
■eady foe it; and so the former grows old, and is not

L'teemcd worth the owning; and so wil this he, as soon

as the carnal or temporal sword is withdrawn from it,
as it was before. But these meii-pleascrs and time-servers,
are an abomination to the Lord, who changetli not, nci-

thef (lotb his woishlp cliange. . , ^ , ,

And friend, such who are come to be fixed as alore-

said upon a principle of religion, which is certain and
immutable, unto which the scriptures of Truth, and the
testimony of their own conscience bear them witness,

thou must not think that they can be so easily turned
aside from that unto which they were so hardly, and
with so much inAvard traA'ail and labour brought; for

1
t)6 *3-nother Letter from Stei)1ien Crisp, 8^c.

many of us have known a going throuj^h a vale of sorrow
and tears, before we were thus estaljli'shed ; and the tes

timony of our religion is not a light thing, that we took
up at the pleasure of inan, and can lay down at the Avill

and pleasui'e of man. Nay, it is not thv frowns nor threats,
thy imprisoning nor amercements that can deter ns, nor
weigh down the weight of tliat wiiich is so weightv, that
Ave can depend the safety of our immortal souls upon it,
Avhich IS the Aveightiest matter of all

And therefore friend, consider in coolness, what a

work thou hast h t up thy hand to do, ami in what poAvcr

thou doest It; and whether it he al.le to hold to the com-

pleting thy purpose, or nay. Did ever any tight against
God and pi^sper.- And did not the work of all persecu'-- e been

n Tim '"""V cease thy works, and be

ward man, which God allows and o.T^ °T"bring any to tiie laying doAvn HipI,. T "

mony; yet the thing thou strikest at AVfriTTTi'n

more and more, and the assemhiies if H, i n J J Ihc

Lonl,
will <laily i„o..as. ; aud:i;' "V"
theirs that so much prompt thee on m ^ T "il
be frustrate,!; an.l ti.e!. anguisf, au.rvev.,,' "'u 'i 1

to take hold oil thee, and he tint ;= ii ''"f'"

jo this work, must stand hy iiimself and 1°'* 1?

and shall not he able to hcdp on^ a™ li 7. r

and thou wil have a recko,,?nAo make ,'l. T • AMn

heavy fot-you Friend this in=truelt°\XTo d w^s
upon me from the Lord, to Avrite to thee and^i,. Unovfllv

desire it may he as tenderly received is it is writteiG
then wil the efl^ect he good to thee, which is the desire
of me who am thy friend, though thy prisoner

S. C.
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EPISTLE TO FRIEXDS,
C O X C F. n X I X G

the niESEiNT A^D SUCCEEDING TIMES,;
IJein"- a Faithful Kxhortatiun ami Warnlnj^ to all Friends who profess
the Truth, to beware of the manifold wdcs of the enemy, and to
stand arincd in the Taa;ht of the Jjord tlod of Heaven ami Farth,

(ao-ain'st his assaults,) that so they may be ready to answer the call
aiKl" requiriiigs of the Lord.

A1 couietliinn- signified of the Misery of the Succeeding Times, th.at
11 may be prepared, and tliat the evil day may not overtake any

'^nawares, but such as turn away their ear'from counsel.

■Rv one who is a Traveller in the way of Peace, and hath good wil
"t wards
' ' allSmen,
T E and
P I Imore
F N especially
C R I StoPthe
. Household of Faith,

/ t hi"' "" siiilh tu the Churchc!:.

Dear Friends,

YOU whom the Lord hatli reached unto in this the

day1 of• hi
s love, and halh made known the way of Truth
1 r^niiciipss to VOIR through the raisins;; up ot that

h
oy"^nrwS
li sO?hm
i sef,l5,ato
lnga
lyT.h/am.buTied in voS, and hath brought you to a secret feeling of
somet
hing i" fat is worth the minding and i^egardino.. and the Lord causing this to appear in the day ot
you'r seeking, as a light 'if darknessj^^nul^^^^^^

power, by which ye were formerly holden, and ^lyen
you by his .spirit a sense and secret hope, that in this

Li t the way of deliverance was to be attained unto;

this hop® RiRii® not ashamed
of the light which be1 3

98 'In Ejnstle to Friends concerning
fore you liated, but you came to know ami embrace it,
even uhile others still bated it, and you for its sake : yet
your hearts being affected with the hope that did appear

therein, could not but so far join unto it, as to make pub

lic profession of it for its own sake; and for no otlier end
or design, or interest at all, but with resolution in that

liglit, to wait for the salvation of God. Dear Friends, it
is you aforementioned, that botli now, and for some days

and weeks, my heart hath been deeply exercised coucern-

ing even night and day; and the aboundings of the

f v.
1 and
o v ewri
r cte
om
e mthien,gsaunto
n d vou
d r afor
w your
me
foi
thr it .jwmto, say
these

that I do aim at;t'"
for those
taken in the prof that
T''havei"°n7ouU,

tcfMi'lf ana'iuT'r" "P"" ""y-'cspccts and sinis-

mind" 4ori| J ,1° P'oponndcd in II,nil' carnal
this u4e to say to tliL^huuilis^ xf
tliem and their garments si,all .4t hhte th™"
But you, oh, my Friends » wl,.. i "lem.

us ill tlie deep travails of our be-inn^ fellowship with

to Truth the same way, and have knn?'''fr"'^

virtue of It, many times overcoiiiino- "n "■

man, winch hatli made you cry ont^ your inward

us of this bread! and hath made you'as'? evermore give

Oh, Friends I how shall I expiLl .^^'-^^ored garden,

those longings, those ardent desires a,
ings of my soul, that you, even vS ■

end of all tr ials, trihnlLiomr^/" J =tbidc to the
inherit that crown of immoiYilitv h
one iord, and might ir^^'ant^m' '''f.

this is singly my travel in body^anrs!4dl f
be kept and preserved out of aH the sSe Tf r
wicked one, who hunts for the sd,ds evm. rT" , ^

have believed. And, therefore, in dear and t H'eee t . .

have a few things to write unto you, fo,. thrdea "."'of

my conscience, and discharging my duly in ,,f „f
tlie Lord; and the Cord give you all a tender and an un-
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ders tan ding heart, that both you and I may yet have
cause daily to praise the Lord in the glorious light of his
salvation, which he hath manitestcd among us, hy the re

vealing his son Jesus Ciirist; to whom belongs dominion,
honour, and glory, for ever, amen.
And lirst, dear Friends, it is in my heart, to put yon
in remembrance of that by which we were called and con

vinced, which as a foundation priirciple was laid in and

among us; and it being unchangeable and unalterahle

in itself, doth therefore admit of no alteration or change
in tiiose that are rightly kept to it.
It was a light which arose in our hearts, and sinned
fortli from God, the father of lights, carrying in its ap

pearance the nature and property of God, both in its con

demning evil, wbicli the enemy liad sown or planted in

us ; and owning, allowing, and justifying every thing that
was good and honest, just and equal; even those thoughts

in our hearts, Avhich were of turning towards the Lord,
and seeking his righteousness; these thoughts were justiiied ami encouraged hy the light, and all of a contrary
nature discovered and judged, as they Avere brought to
it to be tried. Now this light did our souls rejoice in,

as they had good cause, though it took away our former
rejoicings; our pleasures in vanities and iniquity died,

our gloi'y in this world withered, our friendship Avith tlie
sons of men decayed, and Ave stood in the light and saAv

all these things, and Avere not sorry at it, but Avaited daily

to see these things more and more brought to pass;

neither Avas there a permitting our thoughts to go out,
how Ave mi"'ht prevent those damages, or repair these

losses but^he cross of Christ Avas indeed our glorying

nr rejoicing. And the hope that Avas before us, did make
ns despise^the pleasures, treasures and honours, friend

ships and delights of this Avorld. And in those days, you
grew into a feeling of the heavenly joy, Avhere the hun-^
dred-fold Avas Avituessed in your bosoms, and the zeal ot

the Lord Avas kindled by his own spirit in you, against

^vhatsoever this light of Jesus in the conscience did Avit-

ness against: and the Lord beheld your integrity and

Messed you, and multiplied you, and added to your
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strciigtli and stature; and then did tlie fruits of tliis glo

rious u ork abound among you, in three more general and
special effects; hy ^vhich effects, or hy tlieir continuance

among you, let all now come to searcli and try them-

selves, that so, dear Friends, tliose that have continued
faithful ill tliem all, may persevere in like manner to the

end : and those who upon true search do find that they

have failed, and fallen short in all or any of them, may

make haste to repent, and to turn to that Avhich was the root

of them all, that they may not he found as fruitless and

withered branches, in the day that cometh, lest they bo
cut oil, and utterly consumed, and blotted out from anions
the living branches of the vine : for a day cometh, that
a ruth will look m o the iig-tree for fruit, and leaves will
not delend it from the curse and bhistiu-

Tlie especial fiuils dial ,li<l spi.i.fg r,.„m i|,is

blessed roof, and wci-c and a.c lo contimie and increase

111 US, and among us to the end, are these
w a r d s a n o t h e r.

faifhfid toS
' ony'to"'h"Sss','vc^

lioved Ibonsh it werennto sroar^r .

And against all these, doth the wirVoU

SCO if he can make yon banen concerning tenr'-mTtimt
with divers Wiles and subtleties, that he°mav prevail on

you, and not he known to he the oncmr fuf nhdit so

i-oth s„,ti!To' hhs;' ,n,d

the sense and true feeling of that seed th it" e«r Ml Ut

^ s o . i U t i i c i l l U l a i u l u i l i o . f . , , ! I n w i i t 111

was beguiled; and you will, (eve.i the least of von.)

see and comprehend his workiigs and transforinings, and
be

delivered

from

them.

^

^

1. Purity and holiness was a fruit in you which dodi

yet flourish in many, (hlessed be the Lord,) who are .«
watchfnl and c^efu to approve themselves In obedience
to the hglit of Truth m their inward parts, as ever, and
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find as great a necessity both of trying and judging ^YiUl
its judgment as ever; these having thus waited,, havereneu'cd tlieir strength unto tliis very day, and do mount

up as upon the wings of an eagle; these are neither

weary in running, nor faint they in their walking; but

alas! Friends, even these do know with liow great and
manifold assaults they iiave been assaulted, and know

and see with sorrow of heart, how the assault hath pre

vailed upon some, by working into the mind a secret li
berty and supposed enlargedness, whereby a careless

ness hath entered some; and they having no keeper but
the measure of light revealed in their iiearts and con
sciences, so soon as they came to be persuaded to slight

the reproofs of tliat, they soon erred ; and this supposed
liberty entered, that now, after so many years strictness

and circumspection, tliey should not need now to stand

so straitly to try things and words as attirst, because uoav

a day of more liberty was come. xVnd this liberty secretly

'prevailed against that pure fear that once was jdaced in

their hearts, and against the very obedience of Truth,

inwardly in the subjection of the mind, and then it be

came manifest outwardly; tbe actions sometimes blame-

wortby, the words and speech again corrupted, and run

into the old channel of the world, like them again; and
the siii'de pure language, learned in the light, in the

time otTheir poverty and simplicity, almost lost and foreotteu and so the work of God which he wrought, in a
manner laid waste. And then when this liberty is enter
ed and made use of, as aforesaid, oftentimes a secret

subtlety ariseth against the judgment of Truth, either
from withiu, or from any outwardly, that are grieved
with this loose and careless kind of speaking or acting;

which subtlety leads to contend for it, against the judg.

.

1

ii^.v

.......

.......

1 ^ 11

r

C l l l fl l l

. gnat, and sucli line, j^iwims ;

evil suggestions of the wicked one. How came they to

be small and little things, seeing they were great things
With us in the beginning? And how comes an offence

in this nature to be'^light now, seeing it was heavy in the
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beginning? Oh let not the greatest mercies of our God

so fill us, as to make us slight or forget the least obedi

ence; hut rather let the continuance of his mercy, the
more quicken you up unto a zeal for his name and
Truth in all tilings, to be found doing and siieaking ac
cording to the rule of rigliteousness, Avhich ye learned in

the light, in the day of your being low and little; and

then nothing will rise up and be exalted in the multitude

of God s mercies, but that holy birth which lives in pu

rity, when It is at the highest. And so that life of righte

ousness wil shine forth more and more, which glorifies
God, and seeks his huiiuur. Dear Friends, that yc mi-lit

be kep so unto the end, is the breathing and "li^ ef of
my soul; and that where this neglect hat^i enterml and
be le
b
ound,
r uthat^ye^woul
X d recei
- ve the
- tword
l mof exhortati
i s otnoin

meekness and fear, m which it was written unto you:

evi
X nonTwi
evil,l and
none willlrihold the mystery of Iho r..wi. cili-il
saves from falling i„ evil ,lay,) Lt s, -L "
the pure and uniLefileil conscieifco, whlc ,
but by persisting ami contiiming ij, the daiIv"" Tr
tlou of the spirit, and belief and obedience

S. A second frnit tl.at was hronghl fm h fr !l '' i

root, was unity and love one towards '0^ T'"!

blessed be the Lord, is preciously preserved i " I

many to this very da,y;w
' h„ luA!, SsihI' ^f"," ZS
r^trsM
kept
if'l'''r'
'V"
tliey
are still kept
of one
heart'r
and
mind, given un freclv

to serve the Lord in singleness of heart in Iheii ene^a
tion; and are 111 this good work as slreng he lels a 1
encouragers of one another. Eut notwifl^i r
enemy hath been exceeding busy, t^Kv w!T i

stroy thsi be
l ssed efect asl o, and that u^de; dte"i ptm

tences, which the Lord still discovered bv hie i f

and Spirit in his people, who have singly waited imon
hi
m; but many have been his wiles, ?omSeffiC
and preparing vessels to rise up in the fleshly and sensual
wisdom, and to traduce and bring in corrupt and evil
doctrines, to try who were not sound in the faith that
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tlicy may draw them aside into a lieat and zeal for .some-

tiiing which had not its root in tlic Truth, and which they
that abode in the Truth could not own, hut judge ami
condemn in the name of the Lord. AVliich when sucli

saAV, they took thereat occasion of striving to propagate

and promote tliat which they saw withstood ; so having
lost suhjection to the spirit of Truth in themselves, which
would have kept tliem in unity in the body, and having
also lost and laid by their subjection to them that were

over them in the Lord, they then grew stubborn and
Avilt'ul, and proceedecl in more zeal tor that which stood

in opposition to tlie Truth, than ever tliey did for the

Truth itself; and these sometimes have prevailed, to the

subverting Avhole households, and have turned several

from the faith and simplicity that is in the gospel, who,
as well as those that subverted them, have lost tlie felloAv-

ship of the saints, and the savour of life, either in them

selves or others. And then the enemy persuaded them,
all are dead to the life but themselves: and so they grow
to have a tickling joy in what they do and say, in obedi

ence to that perverse and singular private sph-it, and so

crow up to speak evd ot dignities, and are unruly, and
ilare to speak against heaven, and them that dwe'll and
inhabit in it, whom God makes to sliine as stars in the

tirmament of his power. But alas ! for them, my soul

pities them, Avhen I see how they sport themselves with

their own deceivings; but the day oi the Lord is among

his people, which hath and doth make them and their

spirit manifest, and then fiuits also have made them
manifest.

Another way that the enemy seeks to break the unity,

^'■nd dissolve the bond of amity, is by sowing a seed of

jealousy and prejudice in the hearts of such in whom he
can get an entrance; that so they may cease from the true
and unfeigned love, and that upon a pretended reason,

because of this or that which is supposed or imagined, in

'he evil parts in themselves against others ; giving heed

to evil thoughts or surmises, which break forth many

times in whisperings and tale-bearing; Avhich though the
thing supposed to be evil, Avere really so, yet this is not

l O i
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to be alloAvcd or given way to among you, but to use
plainness one towards another, and single-licartedness j

and to shut out the evil one in tliis his subtle appearance
also. Oh! dear Friends, remember how the Lord iiath

dealt with yon, and deal you so one by another. He
bath not souglit occasions against you, but hath long borne
and suilered, and exercised nuicli patience and tender

ness toAvards you; yet plainly rc[)roviug tiie evil in you,
and not treasuring it up against you. Oh! Friends, be

like-minded one towards another, that the enemy of your
peace and concord may be defeated, and you preserved
entire to one liead, even to Clirist .lesus; that ye may be
one, and tlie name of the Lord may be one among you;
and that which tends to the making cold your love, may
be judged in all; and so brotlierly love Avill continue
Avith you to the end.

Another way Avliicb tlie enemy Avorks, to scatter and to
bring from this unity, is, by leading some Avho liave be

lieved, into some sin and iniquity, Avhich the body, (that
are in the Truth,) are constrained to appear in iiuF meiit
against for the Truth's sake; and yet notwitlistanding
the party so sinning, being above the Avitness in tliein-

selves, Ayhich would bring tliem to own the imk-mcnt of

tlie Spirit of Christ in Ids church, they exalt themselves
above the judgment, and seek to gain to them such Avhom

they can enter liy their words and complaints, to taltc
part Avith them against the judgment, and those that pas

sed it. SucliAvere tliose Avhose Avords did eat, (the apos

tle said,) as a canker, of Avhom the believers in those

days were to be aAvare; for commonly such as have gone

from the power that should have kept them clean and

upright, they Avill also turn against the power in those

that abide in it, especially if they be draAvn forth to re

prove and rebuke them. Ilut let all such knoAV tliat is

not tiie Avay to be rene.Aved; and let all that take part
Avith any that Avork iniquity, kiioAv, that they do but de
file their own souls thereby, and do but rend themselves
from that body Avhich they cannot prosper out of. And

therefore, dear Friends, bcAvare of joining Avitli that in
yourselves or in others, Avhicli tlic power goeth against.
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let the pretences he \vii:it they Avill i for th;it \> hich dolh
evil, will always he a[)t (o sow evil coniplaiiiiiii^s of

others; and such as are in the nnsatislied inurnuiring

a"-ainst indginent passed upon them, are mncii to I)o

fc^ared; for they therel)y render themselves to he the more

suiltv 'and vet the further from repentance. Jhd, dear

Friends, watch in that which gives yon a living teeling
of the liviii"' hody. which is the church, that in all things

you mav (Imnean yourselves as (rue memhers of it, serv-

inn-0110^111011101-in love, and siihmitting yourselves one
uiSo another for the l.ord's sake; that in all plainness
anri «i,io-leness. as hccometh the I ruth, you may seek to

n
I: ? .0 .."ity -I'-" ''"'r,"'
V , .... «„ shall ve continue to strengthen

dotll cin.> ; _ pvery gonil work; anrl tliis shallone
tendanoto

ther's hand 1'^ of tiieiiaiuls of our enemies, who seek to

the «'eakmd"j^ -

divide yoi'j ' ^^^iekecrone try, daily to hreaU and di^l,,igns ,,c named, or here inserted ; but
vide,
<
y
jj.
^
will
see

dici

1 that wil preserve
you; forhite iasr one,
and
an
one
t
and

tliein,

ii,

it.

mind to the „Wect which Truth did work in the

,hcginiiingrltm
iluo 1',
t'l hearing testimony to

wdiat was

faithfulness to t* gj-eat snlferings, in Avhich as

manifest, tliouS" , jlo daily increase in poAver,

Friend, abide f„,. the mercy of the Lord
to iuliil the same answer of peace in the midst

doth engage .irm and encourage them, and they

of their trials, jJ"" ', for such, the Lord hath ai

de hold out to tlie c
Avays
made
a
f a y,

^ fov
been

themselves. ^ et th some niulcr divers

very busy, ' consullatio.is rvhich be hath pro-

oonsidcratioiis or i'db"y w,.lends be vo all watchful,
pounded unto them. Bill, O Fuem s, uc y >

and take heed lest any of llie testimonies ol liuth he

laid waste; for that which leads to be weary of beimng
witness to the Truth, and to lay it waste, the same, will
14
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lay thee waste, and bring thee into such a state, as thou

wilt want tlie Truth to bear witness for thee ; and tliough
it be liard for flesh and blood, (which liath no kingdom
but here,) to fall into the hands of unreasonable men, yet
it is a more fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living
God. And therefore let all lukewarm ones, who are nei

ther hot nor cold be awakened, and all that have gone
backwards, be warned to return to their first love: else

the Lord will come against them, and the day hastens
that will divide such their portion among hyimcrites, ex
cept they repent.

But to joich at some of the reasons or arguments,

which he that abode not in the Truth himself, ^iseth to

draw others into this kind of treacherous backsliding.

birst, He appears to some to persuade them, that their

former testimony was borne more from an imitation of
others, than from a work of the power of God in them-

selves ; and that now, they not finding the thing rcnuired

of them, they may leave offtheir testfmonies or may do
such lungs as they have denied formerly '

doth the enemy make use of in these dayf " B.,t mark,

the Spirit of

Irutli's sake, could give up all tliiugs laUhcr tlian tlieir
lestuuouy; kut in lime growiiig caieless and loose in

waiting, lost tlial subject state, and grew ligl, andcxalt-

ed 11. tlieir minds, above the cross that should ha'rcruclficd the betraying wisdom; and so having lost the true

amnmdh
t^^r^'
r".?knew
ofnot
ttietheexeeteW
and
^^olth ot theof1 ruth,
they
recmirinss of

the Lord; and the earthly mind got up, that^iacml a

greater esteem upon earthly things, than upon things
thoJi
offm-ed!t
up to God, thou takestragain
into thine own
hand, and so
i-obbest the Loid, and growest careful about outward
hmgs, as other Gentiles are. And to cover thy shame
therein, the enemy then tempts thee to belie tlie power

that once wrought m thy heart, and made thee afraid to
act against the light, or to deny the testimony for God in

the Present and Succeeding Times.

107

such tilings as ^vas nianirest, and then saf est, thou didst

it by imitation ; hut tiiou shalt know thy covering is too
narrow, in the day that hasteth upon thee.
Auotiier temptation that the enemy presenleth, is, that

|tthough thou art convinced what to do, or what tliou
shouldest deny, yet the trials are so hard and so many,
and persecutors wax worse and worse, so that thou shalt
not hold out to the cud: and where he can get cutraucc

M'ith this hait. he presently causeth an evil heart of unhelief and douliting to arise, which takes away even the
stren"-th which the Lord did give : and so Icehleness doth
enter'thc mind, and a spirit of hondage leads thee to fear
a"-iin And then comes the dispute in thy heart, m IiciCv tiiou shalt stand with the power of God in the ohe-

i- m- whether thou shalt fall under tliat power that
,,..ainst God, and his truth and people ? And in

mdrnt thou hast a subtle enemy, using many de-

hetrav thee, and a part in thyself, not yet morti-

rrt n L Sady to say, pity thyself, pity thy wife, pity

and} pity
trhildron,
y cliiK
i n s tthy
r u mrelations;
e n t s o t which
s a t a nit may
t o slie
esometimes, . darkness, that thou mayest
OT

I

IllCS*

,

11

iK.

J.i.1

duce thee, ,necessity in thy bearing up thy tcstinot see so » ^ ^ danger in the contrary as indeed
luony, nor so ea
there is. as

this,

where

is

there

Oh! triend ' ' Where canst thou find a Saany help m . ^ives to distinguish of the
v i o u r, b u t m t h ' a | r e m e m b e r,

several ^ „fter the fiesh, thou must and shalt
that

if

thou

wa

^],p

surely wither t, feel thy strength but renewed
Loid, wait in strength next month,
at the present, and taKe
n e x t y e a r, t j ^ e e g e v e n t r i a l s a s i n s i x .

W
ekm
l wuan^feUh^power,and\etnotn
ie
itl enemy
of your souls, by the door of carnal re- somn,, but keep
that shut; and rather consider, how the enemy makes
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thee as a rejoicing among his own children, and

strengtiiens that hope in them, of llieir overcoming all
others, as well as thee ; wiiich hope is curst, and shall be

confounded. And consider, that if thou lettest fall thv

testimony which thou hast once home for the Lord, thou
travail through that testimony the harder for them, by

makest the heart of the rigliteous sad, and inakest their

reason of thy encouraging their adversaries by the hope
aforesaid. And whatever thou dost, they must go through

to the end, who will inherit the crown of inunorlality.

And again considei', il may l,e tlu.t II,v Imcksliding,

or cowa,ally dl-aiving away 11,a slionldn,; ,„„y ,,iovc°;
di
sconragmnent to otlicrs, and luiy may slu.n'l.lt in tliy
sin miling, and fall ,vili 11,cc, and ncvor lie aide to rise,
and so tlion Ijringest llieir lilood also u|.oii tlioe. Ol,! re-

lheai
i P ti doth
i . f not
1 decl
H inieVthyi testi
n cm
r oni
e aes."
s eTldni,t was
h uat nobl
m ev

•£pT,-3.'S
Otis foi\lioTowl,'fn^ris Z''g«-■>•
reat'day'' 'f' i""' --

with darkness and its power. Wlm InSrj'f,
made , known as ainoiig yon ? Who have g ™ „ i
selves to the Lord as yon have done? MS
' n, l les e me

ness to his mime if faHj An' m g ° 'imIlUm

history. '• they shall see
_0°e
imymheart
oresgbtoe
tl mention,
suaveofthe
.eneismthis
y„i thviisi m
i!
111
that
11ate
i ros
for once to do that Avhich the li<-ht Imtl

ii.r.11 chniilflpst iiru a -n ^ " made manitest

fiiiliful
Frip'n purpose
afterwards
faithful.Oh
tJh.'fiiiends,
m the name
and fearto
of be
themore
Lord,

I exhort nnd warn you all to take heed of this, for this

will prove but a false confidence, thou wiltlhid this kind
of going out of the guidance of Truth, to he a dear out
going to thee; for li ever thou dost return, it will he very

hardly, and with bitter anguish of soul. Oh » do not

tempt the Lord o;i this Avise lest it do prove impossible
upon thy sinning Wilingly, to renew or restore thee again
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1)y repentance; tlion nilt have (liy pottage. Init wilt lose
the blessing, though thou inayest seek it with thy tears ;
for while thou Aventest out. behold thy w ay became hedged

up, and the. thorny nature, got up in thee, and so thon art
debarred and fenced out from enjoying thy former state;
sin beiii"-entered, death soon follows. Oh! remember

Samsonf Avho w hen lie had disclosed a token of a Na-

zaritc, in which state he stood in coveuaid with Ciod, yet
tliou"-ht to have shaken himself, and lo have gone forth

in his strength, as at other times, but was misiakeu, .Tudg.
xvi. 20 For the Lord was de[)arted from him, though he
knew it not. And so, though thou hast know n the Lord's

presence and pow cr in thy vessel, yet take heed of letting

in that treacherous spirit, to lead thee to unfaithfulness,
to to
betray
thetbongli
least ofitIds
and
testimonies
coni'and
I,ted
tlie.e,
lie trusts
but for
once;
for thereby

0 ou wilt render thyself unw orthy to lie found a w itness

J. his poAver another time; for tiie Lord Avil leave that

vessel, and often doth, and cliooseth other vessels to mani
fest himself in, that Avill be more true and faithful.

So dear Friends, in true and tender love I have laid

thesc'things before you, that ye might all lie stirred up
and provoked to love and to good works, that ye might
nt.mi.wl in the grace committed to yon, and none of yon

Avho have known the Truth, might be entangled Avith'tbc
Aviles of subtle enemy: and that you that have be-

P-..n wr.ll mi- ht not lose the things that you have, Avrought,

Lt mi^Hit pen-severe in well doing, til ye have inished
deli-ht of those that labour among you in the, j.ord ; and

herebv is our iands strengthened, and our hearts refresh

ed, Avhen Ave do lind ye such as we desire ye should be,
even steadfast in the Iruth; and then also do you hud us

toAvard you such as ye desire Ave should be, even a re

freshing in the fellowship ot lite unto you, and our bod

comfort's us together, in the mutual joy and comfort ofhis

Holy Spirit, working in us and you. ^

And Friends, I am the more draAvn forth at this time

to visitVou with an epistle, because the Lord hath given

me some sight of his great and dreadful day, and Avork-
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ings in it, -which is at hand, and greatly hastens, of
-which I have something to say unto you, that ye may he
prepared to stand in his day, and may lichold Jiis won

drous working among his enemies, and have lellowship
with his power therein, and may not be dismayed nor
driven away in the tempest, which will l)e great.

And as concerning those succeeding times, the spirit

of the Lord hath signified, that they will be times of hor

ror and amazement to all that iiave, and yet do reject his

counsel. For as the days of his forbearance, wirning,
and inviting hath been long, so shall his appearance
amongst those tiiat have withstood him, be fierce and tcr-

fnr T temble, as who shall aiiide his coming?
^nTbeboth
secretly
and openly,
aim shall
manifest
to his children
in both. and his
becretly he shall raise up a continual frcttiin- an"-uish

amongst his enemies, one against another; so liat being

dencetlmt men liafe l,ad lil ln 'Ti'"'

they will beguile and betray one anotl'er f"''
to tncakjou 1,1,0m Go,1 hath gathered, so shall tliov

band themselves one against anothe.-, to hreairt sS
au.l destroy one another; ami through the n I'uUu.ro
their treacheries, all credit or hrlicf, noon the tcount ot

his friend, who hal, not chosen his' s^tva
' id
' Mel?

ship .1. he pure light of the unchangeable Tralh of S.
And all the secret counsels of the ungodly shall be

brought to nought, sometimes by the means of some of
themselves, and sometimes by impossibilities Ivin- in
their way, which shall make their hearts fail of eve?ac
complishing what they have determined : ami in fld^ state

shall men fret themselves for a season, and si,all not be

able to see the hand that turns against them but slnll

turn to fight against one thing, and another, and a third
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thing, and sliall stagger, and reel in counsel and judg
ment, as drunken men that know not where to liud the
way to rest; and when they do yet stir tliemselvcs up

against tiic holy people, and against the holy covenant

of light, and tliein that walk in it, they shall but the more

be confounded ; for these shall be helped with a little help,

which all the ungodly shall not hinder them of, to wit,

the secret arm of thc Lord, maintaining their cause, and

raisin-^ up a witness in the very hearts of their adversa

ries tiT plead their innoceucy, Isa. 8. And this shall make
them yet the more to vex themselves, and to go through
hard bestead. For when they shall look upward to their

reli"-ion, to their power, policy, or preferments, or friendshins or whatsoever else they had trusted in, and relied

<licv shall have cause to curse it. And wlieu they

1 L 'dow-nwards to the eflects produced by all those

fl'- o-s- behold, then trouble, and horror, and vexation

[. (."sViold on them, and drives them to darkness ; and

^1'- no help hut what is earthly, and being out of the
knowfetkc of the mighty overturuiug power of the Lord

r!a,i \lml"-htv, they shall despair, and wear out their

dnv/witiraiiguish. And besides all this, the terrible
haml of the Lord is, and shall be openly manifested
, • 1 il.is nn''-odly generation, by bringing grievous

Sn
1 tl.in"-s
in which their pride
and glory
stood,
down
all foundations
of their
strength;

and Jfjij J ^yj^ste the mountain of the ungodly,

yea, the fenced city shall fail: and when

an the ® tjiJec refuge in them, Nahiiin, iii.

1^'
VV'diey shall become but a snare, and there shall
+1.' 1 i„,rr»iir • and when they shall say we will go
inf n and put trust in the number and courage

nr ° r, ;; " BY shall ball, bo take, a.vay; a..d tbls

earal,: wm comfof the Lo.-,t, a..cl his bi.iMviU be

Stretched out still, and shall bring confusion, ruin upon

ruin, and war upon war; and the hearts of men shall be

stirred in them, and the nations shall be as waters into

which a tempest, a swift whirlwind is entered; and even
'■^s ivaves swell up to the dissolution one of another, and
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breaking one of aiioliier: so sliall the swellings of people

be. And because of the hardship and sorrow of those
days, many shall seek ami desire death rather than life.
All! my heart relents, and is moved wiihin me, in the.
sense of these things, and much more than 1 can write or

declare, which the Lord will do in tiie earth, and will

also make haste to accomplish among the sons of men,
that they may know and confess, that the Most Hi-li

doth rule in the kingdoms of men, and pnlleth down and

setteth up according to his own will. And this shall men

do, before seven times pass over them, and shall he con
tent to give their glory unto him that sits in heaven.

But, oh ! bnends, while all these things are working

^ on'lfnT" 1 in the muni

h t r ' i f ''' shakings shall not move;

ejen 11 he knowledge and feeling of the eternal power

wih f T-f given up to his heavenly

up and do" n!r'uTl and cl!°ply"'r£T'l°' i'"'
[Innga
i„r e,™vld'^
b
u t o n e , go
a n dwall
m a n ill
y a
i h - u I p i Rw
l u i t l -J
iis
the world is but one, aiul many a.^u>rlak„,' rn
' "'' <i"-

Tit of It; and so many as do partake of'il, so Liny wil

remains with them. TI.ese shall know heir Lt mce

with the hridegrooii, and so he kept from sorLw- t|,r''l

bis coming he with a noise. And when a midni" ht1s

come upon man s glory, yet they being ready and orepared, it Wil be well with them; and hayin- a true smisc
of the themselyes, they cannot but
W unity am fe lows up with the works of it in the
earth, and will not at ail murmur against what nor

wiah nor wil what is not to he; thesL Lil be at iZt til
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the iiidi^iiatioii passeth over, ami these luiviiig no design
to carry on, and no party to promote in the eartli, can
not possibly he deleatcd nor disappointed in their un
dertakings.

And when you see divisions and parties, and rciulinp

in the howels of nations, and rumours and tempests m

the minds of people, then take heed of heing moved to

this party or to that party, or giving your strength to this
or that, or counselling this way or that way; hut stand

sino-lc to the 'rnitli of flod, in which neither war, rent

no'division is. And take heed of that part in any ot

von which trusts and relies upon any sort of the men ot

this'world, in the day of their iirosperity; for the same
V ni^hrimsniler
in ,the
.L^Uv'you
vlichtowi
l notwith
he lothem,
ng after
fortime
stahiottheir ache . there will he none. Hut when they

],ty

,u

thai

3

^

i-ememher

l?ioined to the Lord hy his pure spirit, to walk

riVhhii in in righteousness; and you feel-

n this "-alhers out of all hustlings, and noises, and
i.ults, and leadsinyou
to exalt the
standard
parties, n
antiu,,;.,.i,teousness,
an innocent
conversation,

f Vsee
f low
And tl.is
shall he
a
to
^^ho.nuo'that.
am ^veary, tossed
and afflicted
ones
r

.fthascd
' ayr^"^^ a shelter o
i' v many, whose day is not

in

nolnved
Friends
and brethren,
have
So ^ .,1111,e
hlessed
appearance
of Avho
the Truth,

believed and kno trouhled at any of these things,

let that arc at present, nor things that
Oil. let not t " fi-om steadfastness, but ratliei

are yet to J" faithfulness to the cause
doidile youi ( » the Avork Avrought in theiii-

of (xod. rov ^ J J„ tiie day of Irouhle, yea. though

selves, they S all , f^.n, aud the la-

Theo'&oceasyh,a?dh
te

meat and sheen lie cut oil troin the fold, and theie be no

Scks-1n thc^tal, yet then mayest thou rejoice in the

Lord, and sing praises to the God of th\ salvatiQi.
Hah. 3.

l i i
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And how near these days are to this pctov nation, few

know; and therefore the cry of the Lord is very loud
unto its inhabitants, through his servants and inessen-

gers, that they would prize their time while, they have it,

lest they be overturned, wasted and laid desolate before

they are aware, and before destruction come upon them,
and there be no remedy, as it hath already done upon
m
m aann' vJ y.

'

O il!l London, Lonilo,,! that II,ou and thy i-nhns would
oi
-

_ ave considered, and hearkened and licard in tlie day

have

ot thy warnings and invitations -iiul » i ^ i i

in thv rebelling till not have persisted

Sthe'nyafS!' "■""S''-Uota^.rep,S
yLord,
eUe
TOncrari/erTuaded^n
ia
ilhta
i ntswoud
l
by puttino- awav pv«i.?
hearts, against the Truth in yourselv'

that walk in it, before a greater do I'
tion overtake you. ^'^solatiou and destruc-

Oh • wJiat shall I saA'' to m-ovnii • i
with its inhabitants! The Loi-d i

hath roared out of Zion unto them m

have not liearkened at all, nor con^i i

Well, oh, my friends - rmn T.

to your rest, dwell in tlioi -i- soul!) return

God and m; God a / ? J'""*"

dow of his Avings' Avhere've^<!t under the shaings, and see his stran-e Lt bl^ of his do-

not be liurt tiierewith, nor dismay! ! and shall
Oh, niy ineuds! in the hnwoic i

have I signified these thin-s unto tender love

stand armed with the whoie^armour ITc r,,""!®'

righteousness, and your feet shod Avitb ' clothed m
of the gospel ofpeace, and freely given nn -

the disposing of the Lord, Avho will deli"^ fN v

nur hi sword, nor spear, rrnal
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invisible arm, will be yet save us and deliver us, aud

get himself a name, by preserving of us. Aud M e shall
yet live to praise iiim, who is M orthy of glory, of honour,
and renoM'ii, from the rising of the sun to the setting of
the same, now and for ever, amen, amen, saith my soul.
A P O S T S C R I P T.

Pear Friends and Brethren,

I HAVE something further in my heart to commuui-

rifP niito vou, in dear and tender love, and in desire of

, reservation out of the snare of your adversary:

^ f/t"^''
t is' rj^-i-uth,
to exhort
you isallato
dM cllupon
in tlieyour
purcjiulsana
M'hich
defence
glory,-

inent ot " . gave you of this, under any pretence

and let none ^ t, 'a true feeling of the
whatsoeN • v^s, jiuignieut

life in .> life jjave freedom, and stop it
appertain J at enmity with the life,

not fi-o'U 1"^'^= ^ of the true plant of God ; for I

r'°'t' a 1,a™, bath ?ome to n,a„j who have ,a.te.l

have se^n « , .t and so have become unarmed, and
with their .ov'ailed upon them, (under a pretended
the enemy Iny" 1 goffer such things as were hurt-

tenderness,) to pel though the Lord hath

ful to themselves discerning in the matter, yet
given them , t o-ift, and so by little aud little beWere bereaved oi im »

came beguiled. ^f^^se days are perilous
Oh! deal I „„,ifni for every one to watch in that
times, and it is n you were first turned, that

same eternal Ve may be preserved from

by its righteous J appears contrary to that

every thing , h^ve tasted. And when you

precious life 1,^^(1 that the enemy do not do
have so done, then ta^^^ ' rthrou-h you^' watclifulthat by an instrument, which, (tin on y all beware

ness in the light,) he could not do without. Ana ail dcm aie,

of that affected tenderness that cries out, be tender to all,
i
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and pray for all, and mind tlie good in all, and love all,

and judge none, but leave judgment to God, &c. 1 say,

heed not the plausible words of that spirit, which being

la luuccii iiuij uis juug,ijiein, auu js 10 ue administered in

his wisdom and power, for the cleansing and keeping

clean bis sanctuary : for such as have no jiid-nnent in
their goings, are they that know not the true way of

peace, but make them crooked paths, Ue that goetli in
them, shall not know peace, Isa. lix. 8.

But some may say, was not Clirist meek and lowly ?

and ought not all to be like unto liini ?

i ff e r e n c e b e twtcn the seed s suftering and its reigning,dand
tlierearc
times for them both; and when it doth please God to per
mit the hour and power of darkness in the oiien perse-

i,;s
|oas these
e.au
and
/ets ouS
Irutl. ? Sue!,
the Lovd
doth ,"n„he
to

use only patience and meekness towards • but if tbat wil

^^ir'rd
V™'"7stand
"'e over
;.dgtlienfIt'of
liuth, ai d yon
m ,t must
for inlile
this
"So^T nd' "th'f"" Rod
P»Se'rre„7"'™"

^ And, therefore, dear Friends, eye the Lord in his go

ings forth, and as you feel his life in you to witness
against corrupt thing or practice, use plain

ness, and keep sincerity, and turn not jud-ment back

wards ; for that which is unwiling to be tud-ed, and

cries out, judge none, leave all to God, &c iJie same

wil take up^on it both to judp and rule, but'not in the
wisdom of God. And those that cry out so much for ten
derness, and against Truth's judgment, the same are in
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most danger to be drawn out from the patient suflerlng
in the spirit of Christ .Tesiis, wiien they ought to appear
in the most meekness, and to appear rough and wratlifiil

in the striving and iigliting nature, and arc most apt to

be tempted into a spirit of revenge, as hath been seen by

sad experience; for they (hat lose the exercise of that by
which all should keep dominion over deceit, they lose that
stren"-th by wlich they should he enabled to sufler all
things for the sake of Christ Jesus. , ,, , n ,
So dear Friends, in that which keeps out the deiilcr
and tiie betrayer, all wait upon ti.e Imrd, that you may

have your armour on, and he fortiicd with the strength,
with the might, and witli tlie judgineut of God; and keep
41 1undc
wi,.r ^^^j
hi every
lilacc,
winch
under
tenthat
.|jgarance,
woul
d make
voipretence
d the testiof
mony
derness ail „ircnce of tlie cross to cease in any

of Trullp oi • instructed from (lie begintlio Conl

n-'f' 1 and pleased, Isa. lix. Tlic Loid loojicd, and

1 I™" n
ou
i'vd
ihewi
n,lthanitdistitodsihe,
pe
l akept
seddown,
n
il ,; for there
there
(1,.,
hih
cn

by deceit „o I ? . Avisdom preserve you

ted for every good word and work; the
f a i l h fi d , a n d j i , j i . i g i c j s s j a r i d t l i o

Strong to ^ ti,e gii-ong in the Lord, tiiat so the

weak to '« l' '.i°|ll„„ssan.r4'^ may grow ... a..d

pure plant of 1=,' pi.,aise that liath called you; to
s . c .

A

WORD IN DUE SEASON:
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SOME
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WITH

A

Warnin- from the Lorjl God to all the People in KnHaiul. <o leave
Anier'nf Customs in their Ha,Test, befo.-e the

'femly. l<indled against them, and there be no

BEHOLD, the eye of the Lord has passed throiigh
the earth, and has beholden tlie abominations of the people and their customs, which are altogether vain, and his
hand IS lifted up against them, to cut them off from the
for them

in his anger; therefore be warned aU^w^S^TV^^^^f

the eavlh, and while ye have ti Se ? if

paytf,.on.
vanity, heLe
ye he t
gainsaying.
" 11 0 0 ^ 11

Upon the S9th of the 4th monll,, the word of the
""
llie
many
abomina
tions of this people m the time of tlieir harvest - and nl-

thongh my light hath shined, to have let them sec heni,

yet they have rejected the counsel thereof; and altl ongh

my faithful witness them hati, reproved the, , yet thSy

have no regarded it: and although I have smUtmi them

with nulilew, and with Masting, yet they have not laid it

to heaj't, lint in the foolisli customs of their

forefathers, and have hated to be reformed, neither have

they feared me saith the Lord; bnt daily do they grieve
my Holy Spirit with their iniquities.

Therefore once more let them be warned of the vani

ties and abominations of their harvest in particular that
they may return and learn to fear before me, lest I smite
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their fruitful fields with barrenness, and tlieir goodly

crops with withering, and their children with cleanness
of teeth in all their borders, &c. Amos iv. 0, 9, 10.

And now this is that which the Lord hath put into iny

heart, to warn all ye husbandmen and farmers, that in
the time of harvest, when ye are taking in the fruit and

the increase of your iields, and the issue ot your labour,

that ye mind the fear oi Lod, that it may keep jou in

the remembrance of him from whence every good gift

Cometh, that so it may be good to you, and ye may receive
it with humility and thankfulness; and none to murmur,
because it is no more; and none to glory because it is so

much; but all to be contented, and to mind that which
lets you feel and see the blessing, that ye might be kept

in the worthy walking, and know it to be |""jti)bed unto
YOU • nn.l let vour joy be, in that tlie light liuth shiiied

ui
on an]
tLt be
the joyofofthe
yourho™'
harvest, Isa.
" )A„,l
tl.atletthe
portion

Salhcml; but cousWev the l-o.<l hu3 'f'I"'' "
neither hecliurlish nor liitler to them; hut let them luir c
l.eir portion rvifhout .linn.ushms, Lev xiv, 'J Am

when thou reapest the liurvest of t ijyiuil, tliou slialt not
tvhoUv real) the corners of lliy liehl, [niark] iieilhei slinlt

je caur 't°ho porlion of Hie poor, and the liand ol the
iord he tnrnecl against .yon, Ihrongh tlioir cry, Jo , xxxu.

For the Lord wil maintain the right of the pom,
^18-Am
te
'i«
lh' eedofn
i ordn
i atefeasn
tis,npend,i|the

erealion upon the lust, niakins provision for

'vhicl, is kntrary to Hio Cliristiaii s 'J-"' ,

your moderation appear in H.is also, for he i e au o

the glutton shall be poverty, Prnv. xxii. 31. A

die witness of God, that that may order and guide you

into that which is convenient, and may stop the excess,
tliat whatsoever is done, may be done to the praise aud
glory of God, as becometh (Jhristians.
And let none he over covetous of drmkuig, neither in

Wo r d i n d u e S e a s o n :

the time of youv laI)our, nov at any other time; for that

hurts tlie creature, and destroys tlie health, and hath
overcome the life of many ; wlien they liave been strength

ened by the Lord to labour, then they have hurt them

selves with their inordinate drinking, and so abusing the
gift of God, it hatli been taken from tliem. Hut let all

mind God's fear, that ye may feel through tiiat which is

outward, to that which is within; namely, the thirst of
the soul, which that which is outward will not satisfy;
that so ye may be brought to wait to know that manifest® indeed, John, vi. oii, which
W
h asatisfies
t a r e thei nsoul.
the world through
lust, tand

"'"1 slioulhig iii ilic
n e M to
Hgeneration
. r f J cfrom
n vthe
e heathen,
. l ' . - .and
ira
s otheneiatlou
from

then presses, Isa. xvi. y, lo. And so will the Lord do

by jou, except ye repent and turn from the foly of your
ways; for he is not changed, neither is the c Aspect of

persons with him; therefore let this be no more named
amongs you, who call yourselves Christianr
And let jmur corrupt and vain harvest-songs be left
oil, your night-work which lifts up the evil spirit in

man, bu oppresseth the j«st, and keepeth from the true

joy, in the pure spirit where tJie songs of praises are

sung unto God for all his benefits with acceptance; for
mtlus also IS there great abomination committed in the

land, and the Lord's spirit hath been grieved therewith.

Sometimes ye are spending your precious time, (whicli

0)' some Harvest Meditations.
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should he for the resting of the creature,) in singing of

filthy and ahoininahle songs, tending to the suhverting

and removing of modesty and chastity iVom oil" the face

of the earth; and it may he the same night, and in the
same mind, will ye take some of the words of the holy

scripture, it may be of David's Psalms, or some other of
die psalms, and then in your wicked manner of donldiig
and vain repetitions, will sing them, w hicli is far from

singing to tiie (iraise and glory of God, or with grace in
your ifearts, but to lic great abuse of the scripture, and to

die dislioiionr of tiie name of the Lord ; and he assured
you siiall not he Imlden guiltless, that take God's name

in vain, altiiough in the time of your harvest; hut your

songs shall lie fnrned as the howling of Moab, in the day
^lieii the Lord visited him. <-.1 • , -i.

B u t a l l m i n d t l i e - Tc s n s C h r i s t w i t h

in, that ye may know it lifted uii upon yon, which makes

glad the hearts of the righteous, yea more glad than the

joy of the ungodly, when their corn and wine is increased,

Tsal, iv. (5 7.
And let that Avickcd and abominable custom of making
lords and ladies amongst you in the harvest-lield, be left
off for ever whicii is a shame to your profession, and ren

ders you to be like the gentiles, who had lords many

amongst
them, hut knew not the C iristian s one Lord.
This m,-lit not to he any more mentioned, but ought o
be denied as a foolish and Antichrist,an cnstoni, tending to

«otl,ing hut to exalt the pride of man's heart, and hegctiing info emulalioii and strife; this also is vanity and
Vexation

of

spirit.

1

.

i

And let none of yon ho are strong, boast and g o y

in your strengtli over bini that is weaker, nor seek to hii t

bim by your strengti.; but mind the Lord your maker, and

remember your ability to he of hiii, and not your ow n,
and so to he used in lus fear, wit 10iit vam-glory.
And all you that have niicli of the earth 1,1 yom hands,

and many hired servants, see that ye stand m the power

and wisdom of God, ruling over that part m them all,

that would lead into rudeness and profaiieiiess; being

good examples in your pla1ces,
and giving that which is
6
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due for their encouvaf5ement, not oppressing; tlicin in work

nor in wages; but all mind the Truth of God, tlie equal

witness between you, which secretly calls for ri°-hteousness towards all men, and equity, as ye would Inive from
all men, that so the Lord may make your land as a fruit
ful held, and may multiply a blessing upon vou, both
within

and

without.

^

'

Thus have I cleared my conscience in the sight of Gotl,

and singly given testimony against these abominations

which have been acted in this nation in harvest-time, in

love to your souls, and in obedience to the Lord ; and

werfnSVbv
thrTmth whlrT ? f T"''
werrrand Tl P? i i"'' ^he heathens
rnTone^Lt dpr these things,)
the T L ,1 I J r in the light of

fc
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thJfoikhlVfeoSent
^ warning
to
that
all may hear wisdom's'c^ounser^vr^"^'
printed,
their

doings.

'

and

amend

\

A

PI.AIN PATHWAY OPENED
THE SIMPLE-UEAKTED,

For the Answcriis all Doubts ami Objections wiich do arise in thcin

a<niinst the Liubt and Triitii in tiie Inward Parts: by wbicb many

are kept from Obedience, and so from Peace to their panting Souls.
B Y S T E P I I I C N C R I S P.

Prlends and Jdeojde,

I HAVE Inul a deep exercise upon my spirit, con-

cernlii"- many who are come to feel something stirring
and moving'in their hearts, (that is good,) to hriiig tlicni

into a serious consideration of their course of life, and

the inward state of their immortal souls. And when you

have sometimes begun to turn your minds to this good

thin" that stirred in you; then liavc many doubts ami

objections arisen in you, lest you should be misled, de
ceived or deluded. And lest this tbing that inwardly
strives with you, should lead you into the erroneous way

of the qiuikers, (as the world's teachers call it,) for they
sneak and write of, and bear a constant testimony to

something that is in man, that calls upon him to repent

and to turn to the Lord; and under this very notion, that
ye have heard evil, and thought evil of that people; by

the same rule you are apt to think evil of Avhich

Works in your own bosom, to lead you out of sm and

iniquity; and so ye are tempted to slight it, and to get

some slight name for it, to call it by, which Antichrist s

ministers have many to afford you; as to call it a natural

light; a common gift of the Spirit, but not a saving gift;
conviction of a natural conscience; a legal work; yea,
and many call it the devil's work, to disturb the soul of
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its peace: and some, a diabolical light, &c. And thus

Avhen tliou art 1)rouglit to slight that good principle, (that
strives with thee,) under some such name, thou gettest case
again for a little while, and takest liberty to act against
it, and to do and say that which tliis principle doth in
secret condemn; and then it riseth again, and lircaks thy

peace, and brings trouble and anguish upon thy soul.
And then up comes many doubts on the one baiul, and
doubts on the other hand, and thy poor soul is beset

Sometimes thou fcaicst thou withstanilest tlici Truth to

thy own lies ruction, and sometimes fearest a-ain is a

delusion, and thou shalt he deceived. And bo?h L Ihoo

teuSra'Srl
""li
-'se^meS
that
tliou
houaitari
in ai,great
fie. strait,
1 -f and
'"'.'f labourest
8"'"' 'I'OOunder
And
many
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rowful thoughts, and many doiilnfiil flic ^ t- • in
ti ihi yv mm
o-ni .s/ i Ha •r i si e+ i im
i niui ,n lt.n e+ inl e„ s i fi l o
n oowi d
s tirso p
n "u' ltva twi n
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which comes to disturb it Zl

veth against that which resists !ind rtd.o/'

these two are contrary, and Lesc con'f'"'^^ /'if
in thee, and thou poor creatm-P tilings are both

of them both; and by reason of thfll struggling

and fears, thou scarce knowe ^^^' ?T^^' and doubts,
tai
nty,) which is right. Now in tlis sKf. ""t
how acceptable Avould a messenger be 0110"^'? Ii"' nd'

to show unto such a one that which

soul from going down into the nil ^i^ht deliyei hi

the destroyer? (.Tob, xxxiii 23 1 ^ a" ? life from

are in tiiis straitened state in fbl^P 1 ^
sakes I am drawn into a deeii exerr-s

day and by niglit; and my crv In P 1 • "'1"^

ous power may more and more arise^o o'

that are sliut and folded upon ma^y sucb"'' f f

forth the imprisoned spirits out of the nrlsn,^T "nd

out of the bondage of this spiritual I

Lord was, and is crucified spiritually S v
expel the clouds of darkness, in whidi ti r
doubts, and questionings arise; and tW b

clear ivay i„lu nuoh, Kn. Ilia light !„"'htl;k Sr™tVf
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obscurity, in wliich the answer to those doubts and ques
tions doth arise.

And by that same spirit that lal)ours with you, am I
moved to send this forth uuto you all, as a \^■ord ot ex
hortation and counsel, in tiie name and fear of the Lord

God, by which as many as do rightly receive it, and
make a true use and proof of it, shall find iielp and bene

fit; and shall know the mouth of the questioner stopped,

and the answer of peace witnessed to their immortal

souls, in the Ivord's due time. And therefore consider

this, tiiat every good and perfect gift cometh from above,

from the Father of Lights and Sjiirits, who would not
the death of a sinner, but rather that he should turn and
live. And therefore hath he, out of his infinite love, and
tender mercies to the sons of men, prepared a way to
draw ni"h unto them, even while they are in llicir sins,

which he doth not but through desus Christ tiie mediator

of the new covenant, whom he hath freely given to be a

light unto the dark world; and that he should enlighten
every cue that cometh into the w orld, .lohu i. 9, of which
innnber thou art one, whoever thou art, and art enlight
ened by Christ, though thou be yet darkness in thyself,

as the Ephesians once were; yet the light shineth in thy
darkness or else tiicre would not be two contrary na

tures and' seeds found working in thee as there are; and
this liHit wherewith tiiou art enlightened, is the life of
Jesus ^John i 4, Avhich he hath given a ransom for man.
And that was not natural, as some foolishly imagine;
for if it were natural, it could not be a ransom for man
out of sin* for the sin to be natural, and that which re

proves it natural, is contrary to the apostle, who said,
tliey two that warred in the creature were contrary ; and
called the one tlesh, or natural; and the other spirit, or

spiritual; and Christ Jesus called that which should reprove the worUl of sin^ tlio spirit of Tiaith; Anti

christ and his ministers call it^ a natural insulncicnt lightj

&c. Eut kuoAV this, thou that art iuquiriug; that that in

thee Avhich doth make manifest things to thee that are re-

provable, that is the light wherewith Christ Jesus hath
^nlighteued thee withal, as the apostle of Christ said in his
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epistle to the Ephesians, chap. v. vcr. 13, IE Aiul that

principle which leads tliee to do or say such things as

thou art secretly reproved for in thine own conscience,

that is the darkness, and the enemy of thy soul's peace,
"which, who walks in, doth not know wliitiier he goeth;

for this doth minister a peace and pleasure to thee, and
a delight to thy carnal mind for a season ; yet tlie other,

to wit, the light, the reprover hath power to take away

peace from thee again, and to judge thee, and to make

that which was sweet to thee to become hitter ; and nei-

thcv the (laikness, nor lust, nor vanity of tl.y mind, can
deliver thee from this stroke.
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s u that
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at rrhel igainVt IHd iht'k,
SO that if thou dost take thnt rnn. way of it;
increase thy ignorance of tlie w-iv^ii

and make it more terrible to thee'everv f ^
XXIV. 1/, 1 hat the dawning of the day, will be as the

ttr™ la rll ' 1 i-ebdlest against it,
t^rcsolvVt
to
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thatable
fill thv
mind; but as darkness incrpa<!f.ih ;.v n ® . ..

of it will bind thee dovvm as a d

ofVancl gvovv past feelin,!

it be il theiiV for the custom of sin, taketh away the seifse

and the feeling of the burden of it. But . f r ue

that are not yet come to this slate of IranlneL of heart,

hut are brought dally into a sense of tlie biirilen of sin ;
and that are really to say, if yin, were hut sure that were

the Truth and way of C-od which shows you your sin,
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you would follow it, and love it, and own it, but ave kept
oil" by doubts and questionings. A'^erily, I say unto you,
before these doubts be resolved, you must try this, as to
your sorrow you have tried the other, before you can be
effectually informed; for arguments will not do sufll-

cieiitly iu this case. Therefore try and jjrove what this
principle can do for thee, when thou obeyest it, Avhicli

ye know hath power to condemn you, and break your
peace when you disobey it. Why should ye always be

shut up iu uid)elief and iu doubts, and so kept from try
ing and proving the light, as Avell as ye. have proved the

darkness, that so ye miglit reap the fruit of it to salva
tion, as Avell as you have done, (he fruit of the other unto
condemnation ? Oh, dear people, consider ye cannot obey
this lin-ht of Christ Jesus in your consciences, I)ut by

taking^up a daily cross to your oavii avUIs, lusts and af

fections, for that is contrary thereunto; and that Avhich
leads to obey your lusts, leads to disobey the light; and
that Avhich leads to obey the light, that crosseth the lusts

.and vile affections, Avhich are at enmity Avith the light,'
and must by it be judged and condemned. And that
which leads thee to slight it, and call it by some slighty
name, that is also an enemy to it, and must be judged byit; and so as the light comes to rule, over those things in

tlice Avhich are enemies to it, thou Avilt know that it Avill

lead thee contrary to thy corrupt nature ; and as thoii

feelest the thing so in thyself, thou Avilt come to beAviser
than those teachers that have called it a natural light.

iV that Avhich is natural, leadeth according to nature,

hut that Avhich is spiritual, leadeth according to the spi
rit; Avhich the apostle said Avas contrary to the flesh, and

Warred against it. And so that objection Avill, by^ thy
«heying the light, come to be ansAvered, far better than
Words and arguments could have answered it. And so
likeAvise the stifficicuCY 9^ light thou Avilt come to feel,

if thou dost not oppose it, but give up to be guided by it;'
and wilt know that it is able to deliver thee Avheu thon

art tempted, as Avell as to judge thee Avhen thou hast
yielded to the tempter: for thou knoAvest already, that it

is able to condemn thee Avhcn thou siunest against it; but
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thou canst not certainly know it sufficient to give peace,
and to justify, till thou obeyest it. So then, tlie plain

pathway to the answering thy doubts about the i)rinciple
of Truth in the inward parts, is, by obeying of it, and
yielding to it; for they that do evil, they grow into ha
tred against it, and it judges them ; as they deny to obey
the light, so the light denies to justify them,' and so

coming justly under the condemnation of it, l)y reason of
transgression, tliey grow afraid of it. lint, alas ' this doth
hut prove that it is sent of God, for it doth God's work,

Avhicli IS nghtoousuess. For to justify tlie wickcl, tui.l to

condemtj
the r.gUteous,
arc a„
abou.i
oatiocon
u to
the
Lord. And
so is it wiboth
th histl.oso
witness
in thy
own
science, which God hath placed there to bear witness for
hi
ra conceniing all thy actions whether they are good or
evil, and thou thyself, wlioevcr tliou art, whether high

H this
" i * hath
p r onever
fane
, s h a l t thee
c o nfor
f ethat
ss
unto this, that
condemned

Ihou ™t\!rgun"ly
iostetttSsl
come hearken to the counsel nf f i lud"?
more souuded forl. „„(o y,m from l,S sl,|^hy"™;'rvau°
of his without you, and answ ered by tlie measure of his

good spirit within you, wliich hath tlie same voice and

cry m you, for obedience to what is madrmaniffist of

?f^tIt, "ti
n^e 'ifforth
^ as a morning unto you and til
of
till Itil'ibreak
,t shines unto a perfect day; yea, a day of gfie s and
rejoicing to your poor distressed souls Si'-vciues
Oh! Arise, thou that sittest sorrowing, and thou that art

crying out in secret, because of the bonds and fetters that
are yet upon thee; arise arise, I say in the name of the

Lord God of bion, who draws nigh to thee by his quick

ening spirit, and hearken to bis voice, who saith to the
prisoner, come iortli; and to the bowed down arise - and
to the feeble ones, put on strength, and follow me,' and
obey me; I will confound your foes, and break the

strength of your enemies, as I liave done for my people.
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wlio liavc forsaken all to follow me, and ohey me, so

will I do for you: and if ye in iqiriglitnoss walk liefore

nie, and keep my coveiianl, ;is lliey have ilone, no power
or strength of the enemy m iliiin or without shall lie too
hard for voii. And when the Lord doth thus arise in
your soul's, aud stir up liis pure witness, and his arm

awakens in you, and his pure ligiit breaks forth: oh!

what cousolaliou is it to you, and how have, many ol'you

seen your vaiii doiilitings exiielled, and a clear convinceDient hatii prevailed upon your spirits concerning the
Way of God ? and at such a lime yon have begun to re

solve to follow tiie Lord in ids pure way of lioliness,

thus opened to yon in tlie light, tlioiigh to the loss of all;

and tlioin-h it he to the i;caring your part of the great

I'eproach Tliat lies upon them tiiat love liini move than
their lives And at such a time there was felt a secret

joy in a hidden ground iii your souls, aud the seed of
tl»e kin-dom tliat had iieeii long buried, began to spring

"P in you in which seed your souls felt some touchings
of that heavenly life and joy, whicli for the time exceeded
•ill thin-s'that'tiiis worhl could aiVord. And whensoever

you come to feel this rel'resliiiig dew upon your souls,
then take heed and wait singly in the sense of it, keep

your (ivo, to the joy that is now set before you in Christ
Jesn= n.n G'lr.otl': 'for if you let your minds wander, and
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tike reasonings enter the mind, and this grieves and vexeth that good and righteous tender spirit that moved in
tuee, and brings a weight and oppression upon the pure
in thee, and that withdraws itself again from thee, iu
Which thy light did arise unto thee, aiid so a night conies

7nno! s«nient can bring any to make
L anM;°" oyying liaTrat:, he is as ,■e,l,h^o fram"
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tliee, ypt ilicrc is soinctliing remains which gives tliee a

sense of thy state and condition, and makes tliee to know

tliy loss and want: hear tlie voice of this, and it will
kumiilc tliee, and hring thee into true hrokenness of heart
and contrition of spirit: and as thou comest to know

d>at state, then thon hast soinefhing to oiler to the Lord
of his own preparing, which will he far more acceptable
to him, than a ninltitiide of words, and performances,

and duties, (so called;) and as thon in the. true lowliness

of mind dost come hefore the Taird, and olVerest up this

ollering, O'od will hear in heaven, and will answer the
ory of the poor and needy soul that cannot be satisfied
Without his presence; ami he will rememher his mercies

of old, (which never fail,) for his seed sake, which is

not yet brought forth in thee. vVnd when (iod doth again
shine forth luito thee, and make his power known, thon

niust expect it to he in judgment, because of the trans

gression thou hast gone into, that he may consume that

in thee, wliich led thee into the sin, from his pure law.

Which is light, for Zion is redeemed by judgment. And
therefore take heed lest thon be oileuded at his appear

ance; take'hecd that thou limit not the Holy One ; but if
his appearance be with more sharpness and bitterness to

the carn 'il part than before, it is but just it should be so.

It is the Lord, let him do what he wdl; he sees more
nanse now than before, by how much niore thou hast

sinned against his goodness ; but b.ow to las .ludgmeuts,

bear his mdi-nation, (as Micah said,) because thou hast

sinned against him, iMic- vn. 9- And as thou yieldest to
bis righteous iiidgment, thou wilt know the coming to the

niidst of them, in wdiich the mercy is remembered and
made manifest. And therefore the hasty and impatient,

that fly the judgment as soon as it begins a little to ap

pear in them, they never lind the true deliverance, but
but they who come to know a thorough work \m-ought ii
get ease another way, which lasteth but for a moment:

their earth, and the floor thoroughly purged, they come

to know the true and lasting peace to their immortal

souls: and although this is not obtained by ease and li

berty to the carnal mind, which must die, yet the end
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crowns all that hold out to it, they arc the saved ones, as

Christ said, Mark, xiii. 23. And they lind the returninS
with sheaves, as the prophet said, Psal. cxxvi. (i. They
that sow in tears, shall reap in joy : they went fortli, (saitl

he,) with Avecpins, and heari'n- i)recious seed, hut tlicy
shall return with joy, and hrini; their sheaves : and as

Christ said, they that forsake father and mother, wife

and children, house or lands, yea, or their own lives fov

my sake, shall have an hundred-fold in this time, and in
the world to come, life everlasting. 3^\)rsakin'- and sclf-

deuial hath ahyays heen the way to life, and to true
blessedness, and is the way unto tins day : and therefore
all you wlio have wandered in your on n ways, and have
not yc learned to deny yourselves of what is contrary to
he witness oi God in yourselves, I.ut have desires,
those s rong ones too, to keep and hold that still, which

he ligut in you doth reprove, and yet have desires of
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what fiod by his inwo s„int had, .1;^' u :cre.:;°7et '

man presume to call clean, and to join to it" lest t'hey ho
found flshtiugapuis God, and nonrishiug^aml kceninS
that alive, which God liath appointed to die and he de-

stroyed : ye cannot serve two masters, nor partake of the

•''for
the
'swoLrsword
let tliat
and"-oetli
what
IS
foi the
two-edged
out
fthe mouth o he faithful and true witness cut^ulwn.

with a high hand : but this thou canst not come to wit

ness, but by diligen tly following him; and if thou wilingly
yieldest to his gentle drawings, when thou feelest theiu
in thy heart, thou wilt find them to he effectual and pro
fitable to thy soul; and the more thou followest him, the
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more llioii wWt fed liis goodness break in upon tbec for

thy enconrage.menl, and the less ihon ^vllt doubt of his
h)ve and mercy, in buuling thee still iurtber, even
unto the end, and unto that rest u bicli will satisfy tby
soul.

Therefore lay aside all consnllalions that are against

thy obedience to the gift of (^od in thy heart, which re

proves sin in thee; and give not way to vain and needless

doubts about it, hnt as thou ilndest that thou hast been

condemned and judged in thy disoiieying of it, now try

and prove whetiier by taking iij) thy daily cross, and
oheyiii"' of it in thy \\'ords and actions, and in all things,

if tiioirdost notiiiid the answer of sweet peace and joy;
and when tlum slialt tind it so, then will there he no more

room for doubts and (piestionings against thy olieying of
it* bnt as -iiiv (luestions or doubts do arise in thee, or

sh'al L kklu '1I..V "ay h, auy wUlumt l.ec, tl.on wil
fal tUc answci- of it i" tlnscll to liy iofrcslu„s ! and so

tiloii wilt coinc to witness llie elleetual o|)evahon ot it

llaily in lliv sold to woi U tliy i liana;e and translaiioii out
of tlivscir 'into ilsidf;

know Uio'lialit in lliee, for that one may do and pensli,

(for lliis is ilie condemnation, tliat liglit is come, and not

loved,) bnt liioil wilt know lliat llnm ai l in llie lislil, and
walkest tbeie willl Ood, a"d in he holy fellowship,

wlicic thon leelest the l-ord iieai- llice in his light, and

Ids rowaid is with him. And so coinins to wa.k and

dwell in the ligld, HhY conveysatioi is now 1,1 heaven, as

Hie saints of old was, and thy unity is witnessed with

liie Ii-atliei- and the Son, as tlieivs was, who said, if we

walk il the light, as he is 1,1 Hie light, we have fellow

ship wil, him; and 1 any said 11,ey had felowship, and
walked il dHiknesS; (vvlieh all siiiep do, fov

Wm-k of it 1 sorh. Uwy said, wore liais. And such as
Will- in tiie li"ht, as he is iii the light, such come to

know the hloo.Uhat cleaiiseth and washcth from the sin,

ami from all unrighteousness ; and such as feel this work

wrought in them, are hronght into such a knowledge of

the blood of Christ, that they need not doubt about it,

nor have the occasion to raise a (iue.stioii where it is, or
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what it is, or what the efficacy of it is; for liaving the
M'ork and witness of the blood in them, this forthwith

resolves all donl)ts that would arise. And so likewise

those that come to know the light in all things to be their

guide, to lead out of darkness and sin, and'Imperfection,

and to bring into the innocent and blameless conversation
which hecometh samts, and so come to know (heir foot

steps directed iiefore tiie Lord, snch Jiave done donbtins

and qnest.omng about perfection ; for snch see that which

and they, from the belief wbicli they

uXthifi
unto
that nlabouring
uile, and endeavouring
to conform
after it. tiiemselves
not as the car

nal professors, (who say they ^labour after a connnest

Tn 1 have tl o f 1
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what arguments can do. ' Uucstioiis far beyond

i„ (he ,h,ily cross thai doll; l , i;!! ilnl

Jjaluie ill lliee, that liatli resisted Uio T, il il 1

the soul in bonda'''e* ■!<; tlmf ^r. i liutli, and held

ried down in tl e trno ? r '^"'1 1" 1^^- 1^"'

wilt feeuU'Vuro liHl -''T
made a partaker of the new life and of'tr" f '

tion, which is Christ, and all tha aro i ?

resurrection, and in the life; for he said" t"'"'

rection and the life, he that believeth on TTo
were dead, yet shall he live ; and thev th-if l' ,
in the Spirit of his Son, have part

hon, which whomsoever come to witness st ic&uiicc
death hath no power over them, but thev rn,

the thing as it L i-Tesns, and'their

swered about that also; for he that knows a death and a
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resurrection after this manner, to he dead to sin, and to
be risen with Christ Jesns in (he new life, even wiiile

they arc in this earthly tai)ernacle, before it he dissolved;
such will never (luestion their ai)[)earins^ at the judgment
seat of God after it is dissolved, i)nt do believe it with

joy and gladness, and have a fervent hope concerning
the resurrection of the dead, and have their expectation

unto God in that matter, that he will according to his
promise, i-aise them up at the last day, and will give unto
every seed his own I)ody, even as pleaseth him. And the
creature is not careful then about such foolish «pieslion.s
and doubts, as to iiKiuiri! what manner of body God will
give them, but leaves it to the fiOrd, in full faith that ho
will raise thcin uj) according to the Scriptures : and so

here all thy doubts will llee away, and are. answered
with that that was before them, as it comes to rule in the

creature, and death that is the root and ground of them,

comes to be swallowed up in the victory of the life.

And so, as thou feelest thy part in tiiis resurrection,

aU the doubts and fears of thy own condition will i)e an

swered eHectually, which cannot otherwise be answered,

'^ot by that good' Spirit of God that strives w ith thee :
which when it doth prevail with thee, and thou lu'comest

subject
to it. then itwitnessetb for tliee ; for that there is
a state in wliich there is a danger of falling away, tiiy

daily experience teacheth thee to thy sorrow; and be

sides Christ said, every i)ranch in me that beareth not

fi'iit,'must be cut oil"; and the many examples in scripof them that departed from the faith, and made

sl'ipwreck of it. and turned with the dog to the vomit,
and the sow to the mire, doth sufRciently prove it. And
if thou dost stand, it is t»y faith, and (hoii must take,
i'ced, and so inayest thou come to the crown, and seal,

and assurance, and an establishment in the kingdom,

where thou shalt no more go forth, but shall have thy
soul's desire answered.

And when thou comest to knoAv this state, and to re
ceive this white stone that hath the name within, thou
wilt then be without doubt or fear, given up in the will

to God, to do and to siilTer all things, according to his
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blessed uill. And lune is the irnc and ])eiTect vest t(t
thy soul, whoever thou art, tiiatart lutw iahoiiriiig in (lie

iron furnace of thy own tlioughts and doubts, in which

the more thou givest thyself up thereto, the darker thou
art, and the fuller of doubts, for they will beget ami
multiply one another; and the more thou reasonest
against obeying God's witness in thy heart, the less able

thon art to obey it, hut the little strength that God gives
thee, thon consnlteth it away, and then when thon w ouhl-

cst be strong, thon hecomest feeble, and when thou

Avonldest in some measure obey, thy own consultations
stand in the way, and hinder thee ; and the more thou
increascst in knowledge in this state, the more thon in-

creasestthy soriow and condemnation; so that sometimes
thou art ready to wish thou hadst never known so much
of Truth; and sometimes wishest thon knewc«t more

concerning such a point, or such a doctrine, or such a
scripture, or such a mystery, and art apt to think, bc-

canse thou art yet ignorant in some things relating to
disobedient. But alas! poor soul, consider the wav to

know more, is to be obedient to a little wldch thon hast

received ; and then tliat mist and fog of tin onm^^ k

tiiegseye
thy
mind , foi It s that which hinders good thih
fromofthee,

and makes thee go daily with a burden npcm thy shoul

ders, and a guilt upon thy conscience; and thon canst not,
in any case ot thy necessities, come before the Lord with

o^vii inicjoi-

1^ f ^j kuowest
neither
nor 1PW
new mf
moon
the Lord;
butsabbath,
all lahour, toil and travail, and wearisomeness of spirit, till
many even come o wish an end of their days, and yet
are in great fear that the end will be worse too. Oh 1
how my soul pities you whose state this is, and I have a
great sympathy witli your sorrows, and in bowels of ten

der love am 1 drawn forth to reach out a hand to help

yon, as one that hath obtained mercy to know deliver
ances, and to witness the way of it, and have the testi

mony of God in my heart, to witness for the coming of
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the Saviour to llie por)r and needy soids. to the relieving
of them, and comforting of tliem. And my soul's desire is,
that your bonds might be !)rokon, and your souls might

escape: but this I say in tlie name of the Lord to you all,
there is no ^vay for your deliverance, but your giving up

in single obedience" to tliat f.iitbful and true witness of
God wbicli stirs and moves in thee against thy sins : and
therefore wait thou to feel thy mind and Avill suljjected

thereunto, tliat thou mayest feel thyself to be one of those

^villing people in this the day of God's power; and cease
fi'oin thy reasonings against thy obeying tiie Truth, and
fi'oni saying thou canst not, thou wautest pou er ; and

When God^gives thee grace, then thou wilt obey ; for
these sayings are in vain ; for though it is true none can
obey the Lord but l)y Ids grace and power given unt(.

them, yet he liatli made Ins grace, even that wliich

hrin-et'h salvation, to appear unto all men, as in Titus,
11 and it hatii appeared unto thee, and in thee to
Whom I write and is a reprover in thee, and thou must
to tliat that smites thee, aud then thou turnest to the

Si-aceofGod; for it is his grace that strives with thee,

to lead tliee out of the evil tiiat it reproves in thee, and
so out of the world that lies in the evil, up to God from
Whence the "-race cometh : for whosoever doth give, up to

the drawinSi of the good Spirit of God that moves in

them and in obedience tbereto do deny themselves of

their own wils, and lusts, and evd desires, and pleasures,

such want not power, but feel Him near them that works

the willin-ness first, and then the deed according to his

pleasure, and so the glory comes alone to be his. And

then thoi knowest the mysteiy of the cross, and how it
Is the power of God, winch all that reject the cross, com
plain for want of. And so, so long as thou livest in tiie
cross, thou livest in the power, and thy obeying is easy,

and all things are possible to thee through it; and as long
as thou art daily dying to that which is corruptible, thou

feelest the more life and joy and pleasure m that which

is everlasting, and thy desires grow more and more fer

vent, after a full and perfect enjoyment of it, in the pure

Unity of spirit. And those desires growing strong in
18
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thee, it grows a lighter thing to thee to part with that
which hinders, thougli it lie thy hosoin sins, thy Delilahs
and darlings, yet all must go, for the love thou liast to
Truth. And. such only as liave this love, and continue

in it, ai-e counted worthy to be heirs of the kingdom of
God; for so long as any thing be hugged and loved be
side the Lord, if the Lord sliould manifest his love to

thee, thou wouldest play the harlot, and abuse his mer
cies, and cleave to thy old lovers, as Israel of old did, that

was after the flesh. And therefore think it not strange,

to be brought through manifold trials, that thereby thou

mayest be purged and prepared as a bride, for the true

husband Christ Jesus; for there are many that desire

acquaintance with him, but are not iitted for him; they
must be washed iirst, and trimmed iirst, and must put ofl"
the vile raiment first, and must come to know the white

linen put on ; and while this work is doing, wliat need

of patience and quietness of spirit Is there ^ w hat need of

subjection to the workings of that Holy Spirit in

things that thou mayest not lie setting limits and bounds
to that which must bound and limit thee in all things;
1101 say in thine heart, if my trials were but so, or my

exercises so or so, I could then bear them : but rather

submit in all things wilingly to do and sutler, and to he

tried and exercised, even as it please the Lord to order,

or sufler thee to be tried ; and in all his dealings say

with the good man, it is the Lord, let him do w'hat he

will with thee. And whosoever gives up thus to hini,

though he slay them yet shall they live ; though he
patience and stilness of mind, for by taking thought,
wound them yet he wil heal them again : therefore learn

thou canst add nothing m this work. Remeinber Israel
of old, who were commanded to stand still to see the sal
vation ot God in tlieir greatest straits, and they were a
figure unto thee : and now in the light read thy figure,
and wait for the substance, the true seed that it may

bring forth peace and rest to thy immortal soul, and may
set up righteousness in thy earth; which is that, I travel
after, on the behalf of all distressed and afflicted souls

every where, to whom I am a friend and well wisher^
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as onckiiowini^ tlieii'trials, straits, doubts a:ul bcsettings;

and also tiiroii^Ii the rich love of God in Christ .lesns,

do witness the delivcrinj;, answering, and satisfying life
made manifest and revealed in its own eternal light,

which liglitcth every man. And in true desire that you
may all know tiie same, and in discharge of my duty to

wards God and my generation, liave I sent forth this
Word of counsel and exliortation, and do remain in my

rest witli tlic Lord, being thus far clear of the blood of
all men, wiielher tiiey liear or forbear. And though in

Ijonds for the gospel's sake, yet the Lord's free man,
Waiting in ])aticnce and full assurance for Zion's full re
demption.

Known by the name,
STEPHEN

Timvh-h', Couutu .Vmiih. IfifiP.

CRISP

A

BACKSLIDER REPROVED,
t
AND

HIS

FOLLY MADE MANIFEST,
A N D

Ills CONFUSIONS AND CONTRADICTIONS
DISCOVERED.

In a short Reply to a Book lately publisl.ed by Robert Cobbet, called
m a W svt'his
- t work
• ' ttouWar
r n eagainst
d f r oit,m
h e that
L i gwalk
h t , innit:obut
w
makes
andtthem

his Weapons are broken, and in his own Snare i^he Sken.

Wrtienf.ttheTrutrlsi Sake,_hy^ae
j tv.ntthe,0.1,knownbyb.e
STEPHEN CRLSP.
Prov. X. 18. He that hidclh halved -with luincr Ul,s .„„t , , , , in-

is

a

ri-„.o

fool.

"'at

wh,c„

lUtereth

A

a

slando-.

brierririco,.,,

to see the old ene

my of the . light, VIZ. the pnnce of darkness, to be dili

gent in raising up as high mountains and towers as he
can, to keep it from shining; and as he can bring forth
no evil to man of himself, without some insti-unient into
which he gets an entrance; therefore he is diligent in
persuading and tempting from the light, even those that
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Iiavc seen the appcaviincc of it, and not hccoinc so suhjcc.t

to it as they should have hetMi, whose foolish hearts he
darkens, and fills their minds with vain imaginations ;
and then are they choice instrnmcnts for his purpose, as

bearing something more of his imago, (who himself abode
notin tiicTrntl.,) than others. And such as these he al

ways siuirred on in a blind zeal against tlic light, as that
which was most destructive, to his and their works ol
darkness. And among this sort of instruments, here is

one Robert Colibet, hath presented himself as an enemy
to the doctrine of tlie light, though he is indeed but as
one of the meanest and most shattered of that camp, and
hath attained to hut a small measure of that suhtilty which
this fitlipv and nriiice of darkness doth use to furnish his

Clin,Ircl; wil, l.at ,ue jo .■ccclve i,. But how

ever, wimt lie liatli, or tlniikelli lie li.it i, ho linlli ailvciilureii to lirosciit to imhlic view ; tliousli iiiileoil it is as a

rod for his own cliastisoiicilt. y.d I ieartil.v vvish there

bo so iinicli sense left in liiin, that lie may leel the sniari

of it and may ivmend and leave oil his folly and blind

zeal'and submit to that whicii comprehends lum. lus spirit,
and'works For I knew a time when he could not have

believed tliat he should have been led to such a depth of
confiisinn in opposing the light, as now he is, though lie

w«
^
i'""S'"''»'!
fallen corrnl.til.le wisdom to have eonuirclicntol it; hi,
1 desire lie may yet ?ce. a death niion that wbicl, ha
nilto this d,ay, kept ins sonl in de,a i and darkness. And
in order tiieicnnlo,nnd lor the 1 rnth's sake, 1 have writ-

ten tliPse few lioe'^, I'vicily to show lum and others lus

confusTons contradictions and absurdities ; or at least a

few of those many whioh he hath uttered, and printed lu

his hnnh niled A Word to the Upright, &c. And tliere-

fnrp rpiflp'r take notice, that after his book called God's

Trn'tli attested, was made public, and " as

written in answer tlierelo, sliowins liim lion lie, contra

dicted himself and tlic scriptures too; iiwi seeming reply

thereto, lie piihlisiied tins, called A Word to the L'p-

right, which, he saith, is to establish them in these erring
days, and to keep the young sprouts of the uatiou from

Backslider Rejivoved,

corruption in opinion : which, whetlier R. C. hath writ

ten a piece that is likely to prove an establishing of the
upright Ironi error, or to prevent the young sprouts from

coiriiption in principle or opinion, Avill more aj)pear anon
to the considerate reader, when he hath rightlv weighed
the consequences of letting in all his doctrines for Truth,
whether it will not render them more like to distracted
men, than principal Ciiristians.

my first sight of this book, it arose in my heart to

write someUung in answer to it, and to take off the re-

VLT.;. T ?' 1 endeavoured to cast upon the

h irk^fnL ' f Clod, which he l.ath tia-ned his

into <hrn n\/ 1 ''' diligent scarch
most nn..r??'- 1 i" labour spared, the
hv llim^plf • II answered and confuted

r^li
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And therefore now let the unrio-ht fn i n .
consider what he pronounds tn i. ' writes,

agai
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And first as to the light in the conST' .
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It dotii convince the soul of what is done fT

I,„,d' that saJhelh tlm°hL"S /{f
Ana in his 4th page sailh, di,i (,£ lig,°t iftp^^eonscience condemn thee of all that ever iPm i-1 ! 7 r
the day of God brake forth ? A,,d S Id an 1 o!

tliat the end of Ohl-isl's co.ni,,,. 1. .. sai'h,
salvation,
\ we have
. . . i it byo him
u r whoh is
a vour
iour

Jesus
Lhiist. And 111 his llth page saitli, the light serves
to
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condemn for unbelief, and to justify the creature in his
obedience of faith, kc.

So by this time we see what a lar2;c testimony 1{. C.

hath borne to the lie;ht in tiie conscience, and to its ori

ginal; to wit, the Life of .Icsns, and to its power, etlicacy, and inllnence; and also to the eflects that iollow
both the obedient and disobedient; as wo and peace, con

demnation and justiiication. and how it is the soul's di
rector unto Christ, and that I)y w hich the soul obtains

the knowledge of what is good, and communion, \'c.

Now will or can any, that dotli take in and receive,
this doctrine from U. C. doubt or question his being a

friend to the light, and to the (piakei-s too, seeing he
hath so stron"'lv asserted their |)rinciple, with so many

illustrations? Vv'ell, supi)ose that now thou dost believe
R. C. in these tilings, and he settled in thy mind that he

hath written the Trutii, and so come to lind a need of

loving and obeying this light in thy conscience : which

he further affirms in the 3ist page thus; The Word that

Was God, by which all things Avas made ; in him was

life and that life was the light of men, and he it is that

lighteth every man that cometh into the worlil. I say, if
thou dost come to he settled tlins in these erring days, (as

he calls them,) und dost come to have an esteem of tiie
li"-ht accordin"- ns K- C. hath written ; my counsel is

uido tiiee, that'if K. C. or any else, shall deny this doc

trine a-ain, and write or speak against it, that thou be
lieve them not, hut keep single to this Truth and then
Shalt find the good efiects of it, beyond what he hath Cl
ean declare • yet thus far 11. 0. hath against his will wit
nessed to thc Trnth. Now mark what follows as to this

doctrine, tiiat K- (3- sufficiently appear to confute

himself J lie saith in the 23d page, the light in tlm con
science cannot lead the followers of its dictates further

than its own centre, which is the centre of nature, and its

power felt, hut the power of the centre of nature ; and
that man's'iuternal light hath no more power to give sal

vation, than the soul hath to save itself, as in the same
page; and that the sinking down into it for a manifesta

tion of the salvation that came by grace in Christ, is a

„! Backslider lie proved,
doctrine that turns away tlic creature from C31irist the

Redeemer to a property of nature, M herein can be no

saving health, as in page 10. And again, in the same

page he saith, tlie light in the conscience being a property
in man, as man is a creature, its office in the^soul is* not
appointed to give salvation. And in tbe 2lst page he
saith, Christ the word that maketb all tbiii'-s, is not the
light; and although he be goodness it-elf, aiul sends forth

his love, (to wit,) his life, which slietl i,i ihc lioai't, is a
light which he calls ins spiiit, wiiicii iight is not Cinist,

though oi ins nature. Ami in II,e nil, inige saith, tliatllie

spirit of man is of lie ini„ci,,le of light, .fml is a siiurk of
that nature, winch having lost its life hy the transgression
of the man to God, is dead. &c.
Now hy lhs time where is the sellemont for the young

sprmits of the nation Who must, (if they wili heiieve

E. C.) believe that the light in tiie coiiscieiice is to iea.l

to
wo'a"n^ptceftm^ I'"" "'
believe it can do neither, it beinSl"" ' T
ture, and dead to God : and must I.oi:

men, is tlie life and Christ • -uid light of

Ihoiigh this light is his life,'„;nl isTiTs sn'irL''°"7''V hi
fisliness I Is llhs the way to settle eoS t hm
hle-minded ami doulilc-tomriied .''""l''?; f"''a"cl'''"l''
hand to doctri,late them thuf ack'•''V m
nature, yet it is not he. Oh, lioi rihlo hi „1 "" 1 sot

believe and deny the same thing, airalrtTetmS

ahfuf
.rs:Ssr,T„\Jere;;v,;:'^im:s'-'ai:1::
should and ought to heiieve of Clnis whaf 1° "iV^ , s
the Saviour, in which mark: ihl 1 'm'

page, that Christ is everlasth g as lie h the ' A

ill the 1611. page saith, the setd is Chris i™'' I
covenant was made hy God, as wrl ten ' i, m
shall
hec !with
thee,
and
will,
tiiyb eseed
'i„rT
d
„„
1
•
A
1
•
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is
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rPn-iS"?,""'-,
r 'iff,'l""'"®
Ihedown
saying
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Chiisl, Ihey have believed
tiiat 1 came
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Solicrc thou ma vest see a\ ho 11. C. ackuow le(l2;ctli to he
the Saviour, even the Seed of J^romlse, Avitii which God's
covenant stands for ever, whicii Seed came tlowii from

God, &c. So this is good sound doctrine according to

scri|)ture; but tliat thou mayest be unsettled again from
this, R. C. saitii again in tiie 18th page, tliat the Saviour

is in nature and crealuralitynlike iiim ; and tiiat the Seed

that l)roke the serpent's head is not something that this
R. C. is not, as he is nature and creature, but is the oil-

spring of Adam, consisting as he doth : and saith in his

12th page. The body was CMirist: and in liis Oth page,
Rchold 1 siu)W you a mystery, you men in tlie clouds,
Christ being the product of the Holy Ghost to a coagu

lated substa^ice from tiie jn operties of man in Mary. And

in the 18th page saitli, Geing out of doubt that tlie soul
of Christ was of and from the properties of nature and

creature, made by generation of the properties of Mary,

is that seed God promised to break the serpent's head.

And in tiie H)lh page, Is it not the body of Ciirist by
^vhich we are reconciled unto God? Yes verily.

So now let all people sec if this man be like to settle
any, and to keej) the young sprouts from being deceived,

^vhois thus confused liimself; one while telling it is the
Seed that is the Saviour, and tiie everlasting \Yord of
God and he wiiicii came down from God, &c. and then

presently saying it is a thing produced, a thing formed
of the properties of man, a body that reconciles, a coagu

lated substance, a thing in naturelike himself, consisting
as he doth both in kind and substance ; and much such

like, as may be seen more .at large in his hook.

Well if' R. C. had known Ciivist Jesus, and tlie

power of his death and resurrection, he had not written

so confusedly ; for tlmn he had known the virtue of the
Seed, and the service of body and soul too, and had
known the oliering to be made by the Eternal Spirit, and

then he would not iiave said that it was the body only

that reconciled, or that the body only was Christ, seeing
that the body without the spirit is dead, and that could
not give life; but the Son of God that took the body,

hath life in himself, and can give life to them that believe,
19
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and was, and is, and is to conic; and he is in the faith

ful, and tliey are in him and in iiis hody, hone of it, and
tlcsh of it; and the life which they live is hy faith in him,
and not by talking of liim. But tiiese things U. C. is a
stranger to, and so imagines about him, and intrudes into

things which he hath not seen, and is vainly nulled up
in a lleshy mind, and ilcshly knowledge which is for
judgment; for this jumble and confusion is the only way
to bring into atheism indeed, if there were no better
asserters oi the doctrine of Christianity than he is. .But
let a\l sober people wait to feel a measure of that life

autl lulness that dwelt in that hody of Jesus, for which

T ih.T,e'"3M'','''m' "'"y '""y
that
Lilc
ho setlled lu the"knowledge
of ''y
thel>""»r
SaviourofJesus,
evir 'h7eth ' ^ save ; for he

o
m l e the
,
Ihp
n o of
n ehis Spirit.
a r e M„w
s aas
f e to what
but
under
goveriiiirent

surslance he was of, R. (j. sailh in his (ui, pa'e His

substance was from the properties of man i Man^ hut
in the same page, he saith arr.,5r. 'im f

Lord was of an heavenly -uifstance A ''f
book saith. He is the Son r i,

Father, and was, he saith of H' substance of the

then the properties ol'tin it At'

sstance,
etled aofnthe
d innature
errorofanheaven,
d darknotel
^ssftu1 i^te\f^"nayXt
which IS more, R. C. himself must he of t is he?ve dy

substance, this nature of heaven - fo.. i -ii ;«t
consisteth as he doth. But lest vo ' i f

And then for the form of this suhsiKnora i -o

8th, That while he there stood, ditfS

the form of a servant: but iu the 6th nae-pT ?i

- as he was thus circumscribed, and thus w' nl

body and spirit, he was that form of soul,

t h form
e^Z
r ' r allrone
* ?sAnd
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a nform
t , of a
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the
of Hod
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circumscribed form? Hast not Ihoii learned ibis of

Lodowick Alui;"i^leton, that false witness and notorious

blaspiiemcr? (tliat saitb Hod is l)nt tbe bigness and com

pass of a man.) whose steps llion art treading, and w liosc
end Avill be lliy end, except thon repent.
And then again concerning the blood that saves and

does away sin ; lieaf what li. in liis lltii j)age saitb,

My bretii'ren, you arc bought w itli a price, not of blood

of hulls, and goats, nor heifers of a year old, but by the
blood of God. Jbit in his I3th [)age he is of another
opiuion, and saith cpiite contrary; these are his words,
viz. Wliich blood iteing the blood of his biiinaniiy. as he
Was creature, Avas that which did Avith God expiate for
sin. So now which of these two doctrines shall wc be

lieve, that we are saved by tiic iilood of God, or tiie blood
of the iiumanity? Gr shall Ave suppose them to be both

one, and so God to be human, and so the doctrines iadiflerent?

14. C. Avill do Avell to clear uj) these things, or own his

condemnation upon his folly and presumption ; for it is
Unlike he should ever be reconciled to the people of God,
^vho is so at odds in himself in Ibis manner. Alas, Ixobert! dost thou not yet see Avhither thon art gone, by

going from the light, and now^ staggers and reels, and

dost not know whither thou goest ? Oh ! tliat a day may

be yet found for thee and thine, and that thou mayest
come to bow down to that, which thou now kickcst and
spurnest against. v , . • xi

And in page 31, Ibou sayest, it the light in the conscience

lie Christ tfieii so many men as are in the Avorld, so

many Chi'ists. Why so, llohert? Hast not thou thyself
answered this in confessing that one Christ hath Avith

his life served' to lish^c" every man that comcth into the
Avorld^ And what need is there then for every man to
have a distinct Christ, seeing he is the Christ of God,

thon sayest, that enlightens Uiem all? And thou sayest

in this same page, that Christ, as he is the word and
maker of all things, is not the light in the conscience; but in

the next line or two, thou sayest, Imt the Avord that was

God, &c. in hiiu Avas life, and the life is the light of meii^

14:8 t2 BaclcsUder Bepvoved,

and he lightens every inan. How dost thou mean by
this? dost thou not mean that he lightens them in their
consciences? or wliere else?

And as to the soul of man, thou sayst in thy 4th page,

that it is a spark of God's eternal nature; coa"-ulate(l

into a spiritual substance for a centre of his insensitive
life; and as thus compacted, is a creature of an eternal

being, of an own self-subsisting consistency.

Answer. H. C. hath here described a creature that

subsists of itself contrary to the scripture, that saith all
thinp are upheld by the word. And besides this eternal
creature, as he calls it, this spark of God's eternal na-

ture, this coagulated substance, (he saith,) was to be a
centre tor God s insensitive life. What Robert! had it
not a centre be^re ? Hut if tiis coaguluted substance
subsists of Itself then not by tbe life tiiat centres in it.

And If the soul be a spark of God's nature, how comes
It to be created .'' and if it be his nature, how comes it to

be corrupted in the life-time as thou saycst it is ^ and
how can a spark of God's etprn-.l » ^^ \

the poison of the so,-pent en i Vi I '1' ™
self-subsistency now? is this tbv 1 i ° ?
or, where is its being a centre fm-

God ? And further in tby 5th pa'c tbou n-' ^' 2

this coagulated substance, tliis own self i ^'-'otb-

en,I in anothc- place .pe^he.t of hf

alkest of an eternal creature. Hut R. C what life of

time is that which corrupts the «nnl ;> .,
ttoo haie
h aItsv abode
e i t sin an
n i infectious
t n . i , . life
1 ,of time
• cseeina m e it is
d

and yet say the soul oi

of nature made hy SeneM ; y„i 1
to be the seed ot promise winch ramo i

of and from the properties of Mary. U „oUhft'tt?e seed

of promise mentioned m Isa. ix 6, who is'called the

Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, tlie Prince of
1 eace? And what! is Alary the mother of God? This
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will please the, papists well. And is this the way to set
tle Christians, and preserve the young sprouts of tlie na

tion fiom corrui)tion? And where is tiiy scripture to

])rove that Jesus tlie Saviour was created, as in thy
6th pao-e thou sayest? But oh ! this darkness and confu
sion, that thou inayest sec it, and he ashamed of it.
A"-ain, Uohert Cohl)ct, in his ?2()th page, saith in plain

wonfs, tiiat Ciirist and his spirit are not one. And his

arn-iinient is, that Christ said, I go away, hut I will send,
you a comforter. AVhich argument is sufficient to prove,
that Christ, the Alessias and Saviour, is one with the

Spirit of Trutli, and not distinct. If one siiould ask Jv. C.
how many were mentioned in that text, where he saith,
he that dwelleth with you, shall be in you ; would be an
swer that there was more than one; if not, then here is

no more, (to wit,) Christ and his spirit, which eternally
are one.

But that he may sulficiently manifest his folly, he tells
us in the same 2()th page, that the Father,-the AVord,

and the Siiirit, are all one, both in respect of consent in

their testimonies, and also in respect of their eternity of
heiii<^' so which of these shall we believe? that Christ

and his spirit are one or that they are not one? R. C.
will do well to tell the people which lie will stand by.

And for 11. Cobbet's pleading or hoping, that the

powers will keep uj) a charity to us, u[)on the account
that thousands of us do, (he hopes,) believe his narrative
of God • and his desire altering the matter for a corporal

form, into a nature for production of creatures, speaking

forth the model by his word, &c. page -iG. Truly we
need not R. G. to set forth an account of our faitli

and belief in these things, neither can we own it or
him • for if we should, we should soon he hrought un

der the iudgment botli of God and man. And for his

pleading, that in the soundest bodies, there sometimes
breaketh forth a boil: truly if he aims at us by this body,

(as 1 think he doth,) we do confess, that so far as ever

he was of us, so far he is that boil which we confess is

now broken forth. But they that know him in particular,
know how little he was of us, and how little while he

150 »2 Bade slider lie proved,

professed himself to 1)C of us; so liis hvealviiig out, and
running like a boil or sore, the corrupt matter that was

in hini, is no great disparagement to the body; for the
body is sounder without him than witli him ; and wliilst

lie was amongst us, he was often breaking out with his

whimsies and imaginations, so that lie bec^anie nauseous
unto us, but not in so gross a manner as now.

And for li. C. saying, that some of us knew that he

counted GUV anguago but a cant language; we know tliat

from the fust oi his cniinig among us, lie was far enough
WWW,
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which the scripUirc sailh, who ciin do? And besides, we
believe him to be tlie eternal Son ol" God. Gnt if U.

Cobhet's doctrine l)e true; (hen be was not I)efore Alary:

but his ignorance of C'iirist, is sniliciently maiiilested to
all that have an eye o|»ened.

And as to his saying, that the apostle sailh, 1 Cor. xv.
1, 2, .3, that the snilerings of Christ is the power of God,

ami gospel by which ^\e are saved; that is false and a
helicing the apostle and scriptnre too: for all that read
the text may see, that the apostle speaks of his snilerings

but as one part of many of that gospel w hich he had
preached; but it wars the resurrection of Christ he most

of all pointed at, as tlie principal tiling they must come
to feel the power of: as in verse 12.
Alany more of K. C^oblieCs absurdities and contradic
tions I mi"-ht note down, as also those noted in the an

swer to his first iiook, w hich yet remain unansw ered, nor
so much as an attempt made thereof; he. (it may be.)

ilcspairs of ever reconciling them in the sight of rational

JJicn. Jlnt these at jiresent may satisfy the, ingenuous rea-

'lor, what spirit it is in Jlobert Cobbet, that hath taken

in hand to settle jieople in these erring days, and to pre

serve the young sprouts of the nation from corrnjition.

And so let Roliert Cobbet mind, (if he w rites again.) to

keep more within the bounds of moderation, and not to

let his envy against the light, so captivate his reason, as

lo bereave biiu of the use of it, as it hath done.; for truly

is that scripture fulfilled in him. He that walketh in dark
less, stumbleth, and knoweth not whither he goetli.

Concerning the, Us-^t lii^htcth every one that cnmclh into the
n'orid^what it 'is, and ivhat it is not, as Jtobcrl Cohl>ct saith.
Page 1. Wliich doctrine of the Page 22. Be not deceived, the

I'Sht in the conscience, iuul it liglit in tiioconsciencc cannotlcad
been ivcpt in its oflice, as a sciionl- tlio followers of its dictates furmaster, to bring unto Christ, laid tiier tlian its own centre, which is
been a doctrine"of good morality, the centre of nature, and its power
felt, hut the power of the centre of
nature.

15S
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Page 3. I deny not, but the end
of the coming of tlie Lord into the
yorld, was to beget liis ciiildren
into fellowship, by coininunion
with his fatlier and himself, by
giving to tliem his life, which is
man's light, whicii, (my brctliren,)
being our salvation, &c.

Page 10. But a light of reason

man hath, as man is a rational

Page 22. So hence T conclude,

that the spirit ol man beiii" his
i n t e i ' i i a l L i g h t , i i a fl i n o m o r e
power to give salvation to the
soul, than the soul hath to save
itself.

Page 10. Tiicrcforc the Light

in man, bcitig but (lie Idght of

creature, from which his ligiit mail, as man is a ralinnal crea
hath knowledge of good and bad; ture, sinking into it for the mani
as also knowledge Iroin ins li'dit festation ol the salvation tiiat
to eschew evil, and to do goml; comes from grace, by covenant
in the doing either of which stands from God, iiy Jesus C'brist, is a
his wo or peace.
doctrine that turns away tlic crea

ture li-om C'lirist tlie iiedeemer,

to a pro[)erty of nature, wherein

Page 22. But in that the light

can be no saving licallh.

Page 10. Tiie laglit in the con

is a sparkling glimpse in the. soul, science being a property in man,
doth convince tiie soul of what is

as man is a creature; its oflicein

done amiss, which discerned by tile soul is not appointed to give
the soul, serves for a director of
the soul to Christ, where only lies s alv at io n .
^-'"'ist. as he is the
its help; which spirit or light in Word and Maker
of all things,is
man is the candle of the 'l^ord

Ligiit in tiie conscieime.
which searcheth the innermost not1 the
age O],
parts of the belly, and comes
itself, sends forth his
down with every ihaii by genera goodness
love, (to w'it,) his life, which shed
tion from Adam.

III the iieart, is to it a light, and

this lie pills his spirit, which light
Page 11. The light serves but

IS not Ciirist, tliougli of his naim-e.

1 age 5. The spirit of man be
to condemn for unbelief, or to
ing
of the princijde of ligiit, is a
justify tlm creature in his obe- creatural
spirit from the principle
of Light, as a sjiark of tiiat nature,
which having lost its life, by the

transgression of the man, to God
Page 21. But the word which

is dead.

Page 11. If the light, in tlie con
■was God, by which all things were science be Christ, then may Christ
made, in him was life, and that
life was the light of men, and he

it is that lighteth every man that
Cometh into the world.

Page 4. Did not this Liglit in
thy conscience condemn thee of

all that ever thou didst, before the
day of God break forth?

be darkness.
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Concerning Christ, his iMij, Saul, and Blood, and ivhat he is,
and is not, us R. C. saith.

Page 3. And the soul of Christ,
Page 3. lie is (lie everlasting
that
was of and from the soul-like
word, but as he was tiie man
pro|)erties of man's nature, as
Christ, he was in time.

Christ consists personally from
his mother Mary.

stance, as it was eircumseribed,

Page G. Behold, I show you a
mystery, ye men in the clouds;
Christ being the product of the
Holy (Ihost, to a coagulated sub
stance from the property of man

the ransom of the world; which

in Mary.

body being of the nature ol hea

dilfered nothing from the form of

Page G. "Whicii body of mir

Lord being of a heavenly siil)-

Was the body of bis personality
that he gave fur an olVering. fur

Page 8. Who while (here s(ood,

ven. Thus have I given you an

account of .Fesus, his body, soul,
and spirit; who as he thus con

a servant.

sisted, was that form ol t'od, aim

Christ.

Page 12. "Which body was

"express image of his Father's sub
stance.

Page 7. We have proved bc-

Page 17. He came of Abra-

the personality of Christ, and liaiirs lineage, of the loins of

b'at he was (he express image ol Mary, begouen by the Holy Ghost
of his mother Mary, for the Sa
"cd in his person.
Page 16. The seed is Christ, to

v i o u r.
Page 18. That the seed which

^'hoin the covenant was made by

is tlie Saviour, is Christ in person;

seed, &c. He is Lord and Sa

nature, it had not availed ine; but

Cod, as written, Mv covenant f o r i f h e h a d n o t b e e n c r e a t u r e o f
shall be with thee, and with thy soul and spirit as 1 am, as I am
viour.

Page 17. They have believed

that I came down from thee. _

the seed that broke the serpent's
head, is not some strange thing
that I am not, as I am creature,
but of kind and substance as I

, Page 19. This Christ being am, he being made so from the
of Mary, proceeded from
Lavid and Abraham, according to nature of Mary, by which she be

the line of the covenant, CJirist came creature, as the olVspring of

Adam, of soul and spirit consist
coming from Mary, and God lorm- ing
as do I.

""K himself in and with that body
Tage 18. Being out of doubt
Christ; for its saviour to man,
was the power to Christ, by which that the soul of Christ was of and
Christ brought forth man's salva from the properties oi nature aiui
tion; but could he, or did he, creature, made by generation of
the properties of Rlary, is that
without the body of Christ recon
cile?

seed that God promised to send
to break the serpent's head.
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Pace 11. Mj brethren, you are
Pace 10. Is it not the body of
bou^fht witli a price, not of blood Christ by whic h we arc reconciled
of bulls, and goats, nor beiferi of unto God ? yes veiilv.
a year old, but by the blood of
God.

Page ] r>. AViiich blond being
the blood id' his humanity, as he
was cieature, was that that did
with God expiate for sin.

A

LETTER FROM GERAIANY

to FRIENDS,
E X I I O U T i n G T I I F. M

TO DILIGENCE IN MEETINGS.
tasted of the
goodness of God, keep m the savour thereof,
and let not
your minds he stolen atvay from that which is living, for
that which IS living Cometh from above, and makes you

iive y, hut that which is corruptible, coineth from the

earth, and brings death with it over your souls; ami
therefore watch in diligence to retain the savour of the

,. , . you may live, from a sense that Christ

liveth in you, who is the seed, the truth, the noble plant,

and grows, and brlngeth forth fruit in you.

And all Priends, every where, who thus keep and re

tain the savour of life iu them, they will come to feel
daily quickemngs thereby, and wil have power over the
nature that is dead m Adam to all good m orks, and es

pecially to waiting upon God xvith a steadfast and stayed

.mind. Nothing so hard as this to that old and cor-

rupt nature which is soon weary. This is that uatiuo
which cannot watch with Cludst one hour; but let his

trials and sufferings be never so great, this leads from
watching to sleeping, this hath uo fellowship with the
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seed of God in its sulVei iiigs, and shall have none in its
dominion. And wiiere tliis (Irowsy nature stands nncrn-

cified, it keeps yon in the weakness, out of the power,
and this hrings out of the savour and feeling of the good
ness of God, and so makes meetings iinprolUal)le ; and as

it comes tliroiigli custom to he allowed and snl)jected to.
it leads into liy[)Ocrisy, that is to say, into a professing
to wait upon God. and a presenting the body in the meet
ing, and tiien letting the heart, (which (jiod retpiires,)

depart from him, even into the ease and lilterty of the
desii, in which the apostle said, they that lived conld not,
idease God.

Therefore, dear Friends, in the name of (lod I exhort

ynu, consider what you do wiien yon assemble togetiier;

nnd let it he in tlic name of .lesns, that is, in Ids i)owei-,

not ill tlie weakness, nor in the tlcsli, like a llcshly meet

ing, hut in his name and power make war with the tlesh,
'"ind with the drowsy spirit that lodgcth there, and in tlie

faith overcome it, and he not overcome hy it, for that is
bondan-e: and hold meetings in the spirit, where

®very%nc is made alive, and ilonrish, and grow iii

iife and in dominion, and shine forth to the. glory of
^nd, and to the comforting and refreshing one of anotlier.

Tor now as any one sntrereth himself to be overtaken
^vith sleep in a meeting, he loseth the sense of tlie power

«fGod, he becomes a grief to tlie diligent, and an evil
•example to the negligent, and brings Innisell under the

judgment of God's power in las own conscience, which
he awaketh, riseth ni) against lain; and also he is

^Uder the iiuF-meiit of the power in the whole meeting,

^vliich, when he comes to a true sense of, will be no light
filing. And further, if ff'^t are unbelieving come in
you, of
and
suchpower,
thingsand
among
you, that
make
aamong
profession
ansee
iuward
an inward
quicken
ing spirit, and a worship that is inward in the Spirit and

'Truth, herein causeth such the name of God to be dislionoured, the way of Truth to be holden in little esteem,

V such ndio know it not in themselves, and a stumbling

'dock is hereby laid in their way, to hinder them from
any further seeking after the truth. Oh, Friends ! consi-
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cler these things, and he all diligent in this matter, and
let not that earthly part have liberty, Initlct it he keptiu

the cross till it dies, or else it M ill keep and hold you

dead and insensible of God or one another. And tiiis is

that which liath hindered the growtli of many, namely,
their carelessness in coming to meetings, and their sloth-

fulness when tliey are tliere. Therefore for the time to

come, let every one that hears the profession of Trutlijbc

diligent in the work of God. and l)e good examples to each
other; and observe your time and hour of coming to

meeting ; and set not one hour, and then come at another;

and neglect not your middle n eck meetings, by reason of
your outward occasions, for that will not liring a bless
ing upon your affairs, hut let all things give way to the

service of God, and then all things sluill -work together
lor good unto you, and there shall lie no lack of any thing
that IS good for you.

So, dear Friends, in the true love of God, iave I written

and the God of power and

might, and of his power To lln "® '' ■

ties, and in all your combats and's't"'f'th'

in which md hxr „ri . ,strengthen your faith,

the fellowship ofthc gospel '
S T E P H E N C R I S P.

A

WOlM) OF CONSOLATION,
AND

A

SOUND OF GLAD TIDINGS
■i ' O A I . L

T H E M O U l i m a i S LV a E l i . l L l . V T,
A N D ' n i l - : PA i i r s a d j a c k n r.
WITH

A

Tender Visitation and Salutation of I-ovc to all that wait forTlodcmptioti and I-Veedom iVoni the liunlen of Sin : with an Kxhortation to

love tiie appearance of the Day of Deliverance whiclisnow dawn
ing upon tiiein.

From one that seeks notliing moi e th.an tlie spreading of tiie Everlast

ing Gospel. tiiat the Meek and Poor may be comforted tiiereby;
kimwii by the Name ot

S ' T E P l l K N C R I S P.

ALL yc who himscv and thirst for the fulfilling of the
promises of God made unto his holy and beloved Seed, in
the latter days to be raised, and in the latter age to rule:
and all you tiiat arc come to a sense of the great oppres

sions of the inst, both in particular and in the gencTal,

and feel pure groamngs within yourselves, to see deli
verance brought forth unto your souls immortal troiu

under the boudnge; uut«> you is this salutation ot my
teniler ami dear love Howiiig forth, by the operatiou of

the Eternal Spirit, by wlucli God worketh ail things ac
cording to tlie counsel of ids own will. a • -l p.i

Dear hearts, I am sensible liovv tliat pure Spirit ol the

liviii"- God is searching out the habitations of them that

sit in solitary places, sighing; for the delight of the
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everlasting gosi)el which we have read, must he pj cachcd

again in the latter days; whicli gos|)el is Ciiiist the
power of God, that opens the prison doors, and brings
forth the prisoner out of the prison : hut Clirist Jesus

doth visit them in prison also; so that it is one thing to
feel your spirits visited with living !)rcathings after per

fect freedom, and the glorious li!)erty of the children of

God. (This you may have and feel in you, and yet

he in prison.) And then it is a further work to know
the desire answered, and to know tlie freedom ob

tained; and this none come to witness, hut those who

come to a love and sincere Availing upon the God of

power, for an opening in the things that arc trulv spi

ritual; which the carnal man, with his carnal counsel and
hook-learned Avisdom cannot understand. And thcrc-

f^ore now m the ahoundings of the love of God in my

heart towards you all in the parts of Germany, and in the
provinces, dominions, and richstadts nigh adjaceiil. ami
draAvn foith to visit you Avitli these few thin<'-s, that von
should get oil. And therefore this ' n • J

name of the Lord God of heaven andT-l"!^ you all in the

f!^urrtiouL''
hi^eak Ibilh ulioi'i
iwv nf f countries, even a glory that shall stain the
^ the holy life of the

d^av
heunt
im
V T Sl
oomi
darkness
l this
day be
oto'alnl who
are
estanbless
ishedand
upon
their ownshal
moun-

into all tha^t W ""^i Sj^^tness, with a refreshing dew
T • 1 which is ^ liabitation in the mountain of the
1 't shal
11 l "j
(li.rnvpi
ill^nsmountains
; yea,
this
day
e
mountai
on
whi
c
h
every
sort
of
men have fed, and the kmd and sort tl.at have trusted
therein. Esau "m profauo man hath had his mountain,

and that a den of dragons : I,l„„ael tlie mocker had Ins

monolam, he mocked at the seed, and is cast into the

desert, with her that hore him: Cain hati, a city, who

slew the jnst, hu w.as filled with fear, and his plagues

more than he could hear. In these cities and mountaiiw
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wlievc tlic plague enters, tiie dragons lodge, flic uild

beast seeks Ids prey: and ■where the wicked builds a.
rvall for his defence, in those have nations trusted. .Hut

the thundering power of the Lord is arisen, to lay waste

these mountains, to raze these cities, and destroy all wild
beasts of the forest, and to bring anguish and desolation

npon all murderers about religion, upon all the mockers,
upon all the ididators, upon all the opiiressors of the pure
seed. And in this day shall anguish take hold of many

professors of Christianity, whose religion hath stood ia
names of things, and words of godliness; but at the ap
pearance of tlie substance, they shall fret themselves, and
resolve if they can but kill the heir, they shall have the
inheritance;'but if tiiey siunild let tiie heir live, they
should lie cast out. Now will the wisdom, and strength,

ami arm ofllesh, with its power and policy, seek b^^•lll

means to stop the spreading of this glorious day, lest their
high reli" ion which is accompanied with sin, the work of
darkness, should be discovered.
llowbeit, this 1 say unto you who sigh and mourn be

cause of the abomination and spiritual oppression which

you feel I say, fear not, the day of the Lord shall break

forth, and notliing shall be able to stop it, but he tliat
shall come, will come, and none shall let him. vind the
heavenly manifestation of the life of .Jesus Christ, which

is the li^ht of men, shalUUl the earth, and a Goshen shall

be fomu? for the true Israel, in the time of Egypt's plagues.

Therefore rejoice you, and be glad, and let your heads

he lifted up, Ihr the'day of your redemption draweth nigh.

But now,' dearly beloved, I have something to say unto

you more particularly, concerning the way of the break
ing forth of this glorious day, lest any of yon that wait
and hope for it, sliould be mistaken, and should be offend

ed at his coming io appearance, whom ye may look
for ill another, as the .Tews of old were : and therefore in

the fear of the Lord consider these following things.
1. Consider what it is that must be destroyed in this

day of the Lord that cometh to visit your nations; it is
the works of the devil, who is the author of sin, and his

work is not destroyed, so long as sin remains. Now the
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prophet said, the day of the Lord shall hurii as an oven,
and the wicked should he as slul)hle. So that if the ap
pearance of (?od in this your day lie in judi^inent, and
hurning, and consuiniiig even tiiose tilings that have been
delightful, yet take heed you are not ollc.nded thereat;
hut that, (in you,) all that is for the sworii, let the two-

edged sword that goeth forth out ol" his numtlu (that hath

the brightness of the morning star,) cut it down. And

what Grod hath appointed to he famished, take you heed of

feeding it, lest you strike against (jod, and it happen to
you, as once it did to one to whom God said, hecausc
thou liast saved one alive, that I had appointed to die,

thy life shall go for his life. Now God hath appointed

the death of every sin and lust that liveth in your souls,

and hath appointed Jus Son Christ Jesus to he the killer

and destroyer thereof. And he cometh to the earthly part,
not ^\ith peace, hut with a sword; and when ye feel it

cutting off your pleasures, your delights, your worldly
nt'tr
fyeti,
dence, whi
ch stoodyour
on a sinfulhope
ground, orand
a " roundconfi
where

rhumilitrto fLTtr?^ notheoHended tl.ereat, hut wait
which 11,e sai,l should l,e .uauy', i„ h , IJlTeatund
notable day: and fear not, r„.. he that kils yo,?rwhat
in numiiilj to teel that you are (lio d.*:. r A r ,i

IS old, shall raise you up m the new life of righteousness
that

never

ivaxetli

old.

®

of the Lord that is visiting the nations ; it is righteous"^'V^ronld
n hut
'1 God
thehathstre!ds,
equity could not enter;
determined toand
exalt
righteousness even m the earth, that it may run down as
a stream m abundance, ],caring all before it that is con
trary to it. And tlm way of exalting it, the blind world

cannot see, and so fights against it: hut they wliose eye
is open to mark his footsteps, shall see it is by the shining
forth of its own glory : for as it ariseth in the particuhuv
^God,
rulethat
theman
wholceasetli
e man to
in act
theoffear
and pure
wisdom
himself,
or speak
of himof
self, and is brought to wait upon tlie good spirit oi' God,
to know what to do and say, as the haiid-maid upon the
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hand of her mistress; and such the pure s{)irit keeps iu
a pure conversation withont sin, for no man by the spirit
of God is led into sin. And if any come to live iu this

pure sinless conversation, this dillers from the sinful
Morld, and so sliincs over the world, and brinj^s a night

upon their glory: for this shining and I)eanty of holiness
is answered by the measure of tlic grace of God in all
consciences, Avliere it sliines; and so many come to be
gathered to the brightness of the arising of this righte
ousness, and become subject to the love of it. And so
shall the borders of its garment I)e daily enlarged, and
the borders of tlie possession of the wicked one shall be
daily lessened, and the seed of God shall possess tiie
gates of his enemies, according to his promise of old

Wade by his holy propliels.

Aml 'now Friends in tlie third place, consider the place

U'here this alteration is to be wrougli't, wliere the king

dom of the man of sin is to be destroyed, and Avhere tlie

kingdom of Christ is to lie set n[): it is within you that
this great change is "to be wrought, and a great jiower
Wust be felt to work it; for in this case, in vain is the

help of man, without tlie power of God. Therefore that

Which leads to the knowledge (if the poAver, yon must
come to love and to obey, Avhich is the liglit of Jesus

Christ in your consciences, AvhereAvitii Christ Jesus, the

free gift of the Father, hath enlightened every one timt
Cometh into the Avorld; Avhicli light doth discover to the

soul, Avhen the dark poAver doth begin to stir and ope
rate, to lead into evil. And those that love the light bet

ter than their lusts, they come to take up the cross to

the lust Avhatsoever it be; and standing faithful in the
cross and denial of themselves, they come to Avitness

what the apostle said, the cross of Christ is the poAver of
God throu''-h faith unto salvation. And then Avlicn this

cross is thus taken up and self thus denied; then that
soul is notAvithout the poAverof God, Avhich is the ground

of their faith: and the more they are herein subjected,

the more poAver they have, and the more doth their faith
increase, and being obedient to the light of Jesus, the
faithful and true Avitness of God, they feel peace, and

iGsJ »'i Word of Consolaiiou

cocouragomcTit, ami a lovim; hope doth sustain such as
cast an anchor, till God lualces a perfect work on their
hearts. And here Avill arise the great dillerence hetween
your hope, and the liope of the iiypocritical world; tliey
liope to he set free from the condemnation due upon sin,
hut you will hope and wait to he set free from sin itself,
which is the cause of condcnuiation, and to l)e redeemed

out of evil, into the life of innocency, that was before
sin was.

And, dear Friends, you that have attained already to

this hope, hold fast your confidence, waver not, hut liopc
and wait to the end : though the seas roar, and the waves
make a noise, yet let this hope he your anchor, for it is
sure. And seeing tliis great work is to he wrought with
in, and you are to he made witnesses of it to the sous of

men, oh let your eye be kept diligently to the power,
that ye may be true witnesses of his glory, who is your
soul's beloved. Oh, keep the eye of your minds, (which

the God of tins woild hath blinded, and wiiich now the

whtln
nT""
and'is
1 Inn, that
ye may
see tlieopening,)
appearance ofalways
every evil,
a ple
uarn
t wisdom ofaGod to choose
d i tfhfeegood,
r e n and
ce,
and m
may

eschew the evil; that thereby you may know that vessel
cleansed and purged, m wlicli this great work is to be
wrought: for ye know whilst the vessel is filled with

wrath, envy, or with unrighteousness of any kind, such

are not yet ht for the glory of God to shine forth in. And

when that is removed out by judgment; and Zion is set

Iree from oppression, then the creature returns to God a
pure vessel m the righteousness that was before the fall.

And so a man or vyoman may come to Adam's state he
was in beiore he fell, which was without sin. And against

such the judgme^ of God doth not go forth, but they
have peace with Lrod, and fellowship in that which is

pure, before sin and transgression was. And they that
come to this state, may be tempted again as was Eve,
and if they watch not, may be entangled again; but if
such be faithful to the power that redeemed them from

the sin, and in the power resist the temptation, then do

anH a Sound of Glad Tidings.
such receive the seal of eternal life in Clirisl Jesus, wlio

never fell, tliongh lie was tempted, and so coine to an
establishment in him that never clianj^ctli.

And, therefore, dear Friends and people, yon upon

whom the glorious dayof ourfiod lias dawned, and have
the day-star arisen in your hearts, which gives you a hope
this day is at hand ; or yon that have l)nt a sense of that

sure word of prophesy in yon, which you are to take,

heed unto, till the day-star arise, 1 say unto yon all, in
all your states and conditions, it is faithfulness to what
you know, that God requires of yon : and it is those,

among you that are willing and obedient, that shall rea[»
the desires of their souls : for he that is faithful in a lit
tle, shall he ruler over mucli. And therefore. Friends, jnil

Hot the day of the Lord afar oil", when God hath lirought

it nigh, for on such it will come as a thief; hut all that
Wait for it in sincerity of mind, shall see his salvation and

be glad; for the hills shall ilee at his appearance, the

mountains shall he removed and laid waste, that w liicli
bath been as the world's element, shall melt away with

tervent heat, and their heavens pass as a scroll; hut the
poor, the mourners, and the oppressed in soul, shall re
joice and sing because of their deliverance. And my
JFi'iends, think it not hard, that ye meet with many sore,
h'ials, and deep alllictions, for bearing w itness to the

bght of the glorious day of God ; for all your cruel siill'erm§s, your cruel mockings, and your heavy and grievous

reproaches,
tend toofthe
furtherance
ofiuthe
gospel:
for thereby areshal
thel hearts
many
open, to im
ire concernbig you: and as they come to look towards you by way
ofinquhy then let them sec nothing of you but meek
ness, love to enemies, patience, and an assured hope.

And this will win nmny to the love of your life, and will

daunt your foes, and in time make them hopeless ot ex-

tinguishin"- your light again ; for after this manner Imve
we in England been exercised iVom the beginning. Ne
vertheless the gospel dolb abuiulantly flourish, and the
light and splendour of it break forth; and many are daily

converted to the faith, and made partakers of the heaven

ly grace of God, and joy of his salvation with us ; and
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>ve have great encouragement, both l)y tlic feeling life
and power, and presence of God witli us, and in us daily,
and also by tbe fruit of our labours, Avhicli Ave see daily
coming up to our joy. And this I say, that you also who
liave believed, may be encouraged, that this day of the

Lord, and dispensation of the light of his Son Jesus Christ

arisen and manifested in and among the people called

(Quakers, shall never be extinguished or lirought to an
end, but shall spread through your and all countries;
and blessed are they that can receive it. This ] have re-

ceiA ed from the Lord, therefore be strong in his might,

and quit yourselves like men; be faitliful to the death,

and Christ shall give you a croAvn of life. Aly heart is
full and abounds Avith love to you all, and to the Avhole
regions round about you, to Avhom I send this as the

salutation of my loA'e and tender greeting, in the feeling
of the mercies of God that are breaking forth unto you that
mourn and are afflicted, and Avait for redcmi)tion.

And now my prayer to God is, that this my love may

have acceiitauco among you, and that you all may con-

? Ti'" '«'•<»■» J-"" -i"

n the
( 1commuiiioii
i n tofh saints,
e c ,„,d
o v1„ethe
na
n t exof
God, i111
eaviiest

pectation of the eedemplion of Zioi's oppressed seed, for

the sake whereof I do lahoiir and sntVor both in liody

and spirit, and will yet willingly labour, until my course
b e fi n i s h e d .

I am a lover of all men's souls,

KnoAvu among men liy the name,
S T E P H E N C R I S P.

AN'

EPISTLE FI103I STEPHEN CRISP,
FRIENDS IN COLCHESTER.

DEARLY beloved IViends, brellireu :md sislovs, mIio

are come to know and feel the lite and virtne of Cod rc-

fresliiu'^ yonv sonls, wliicli yon once loni;od after, and

soun-ht with heavy hearts, and knew not Avliere to find

it: hut now have tasted of the heavenly manna, and arc

comforted. My dear Friends, wl.ocmi express the srealness of the mercies of onr God in tins particular.^ but i.i

a sense and feeling of my iel owsbip wilb yiui, and you

with me herein, am 1 at tins time drawn forth to salute

you, in love unfeigned; as lieing iiresmit with you in
your drawings nigh nnto your God and my God, your
stremrth and my strength: and Lriends, though you

know these things, yet it is in my heart to put you iii

mind how that your standing is not by knowledge, but

by your faith in the Sou of God; and whosoever is born
of liira believes him through death, and iinds Iiim iaitlif l ^'eve and so by faith and oliedience, conies to the
ani inheritance iu light; and the Smi
of God is made manifest that you having seen his ap

pearance, may be made like him ; and that power that
can do it is the same that raised up, and brought again

our Lord Jesus from the dead ; and therefore 'le^r hearts
YOU who have hclieved in the liglit, be diligent to feel the

powcw to w hich all things are possible, that so the bles-

Ll work begun .i JOU; may be pere
l cted, to

of God, and yo.ir comiort and establishment, this is it
that hath gone before you in all your sore combats and
conllicts, and you were never weak, while jmi eyed tjie

power of God, and marked which way it led you; for
it always gave yon power to accomplish yoiw testimony,
though with your lives in your hnnds. And C ricnds, this
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glorious blessed power is the same to day as Yesterday,
and will always be the same to you ; if you a*^ljidc iu it,

you will feel no weakness; that will be among your
enemies ; and among you, God wil ordain strength, cou
rage and nobility; and ye will appear worthy of your

name, to wit, the people and children of God/ He hath

none to stand up for him in the earth, but they that trust
in his power; they that trust in their own, their strength

IS as tow before the fire. Ye are his little heritage in the
sight of the heathen ; if ye appear valiant, many will he-
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loss of all that can be lost • and W \ r

this world, nor its times ami JL darkness of

ing, or appearing m^^rt

God, and observe dili-entirthV r he power of
whi
ch you are called K^ tt ur' "p'"' "'""r d"
strained thone'h f/™' "f^'orkl may see you coii-

you. Dearly beloved constraineth

beyond what words can derln towards you,
lovl
and goodness of Gofstimr'i""' 'f f
then feel ye and read my lo?e J

by which I am, and have been T'-

vinsaiidsnffer^gsfm-d^

dady increase, because I see daity the captivity of Zion

to return So rqo.ce yon with me, be glad in the Lord,
and meet diligently together in Id, p„4 ,,(33 3„,i
magnify him for bis goodness, as i„ times past, when ye
jnet together to be made partakers of it, kd to bo ac-
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quainted with it, tliat so uiitliaukfulncss may be found in
none of you; but ye all may be clearly a!ul singly given
up to do and suflcr his will, that hath chosen you to bo

a people to himself: and lay by and cast aside all earthly

mindedness, and all ilesidy consultations; for that \yill

but darken you and veil your understandings, and bring

in doubtfulness and weakness; but mind the power over

all, which was before all, and must remain when all that
is contrary to it is hushed and gone; and in this, I say
again, is your strength and my strength, and the strength

of the whole heritage of our Father. And therefore the

supplication of my soul to the God and Father of my life,
is, that you may l)e kept and preserved single to the
power of God, minding always its leading and guidance,

which will at last lead every one that Ijclieves and obeys

into perfect rest. So dearly beloved in the Lord, fare ye
well, be faithful, be of good courage.
Your friend o.ud brother in the Iriitli, S. C-
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THOMAS LODJDINGTON.

FRIEND, tlivicc I have received, llu)U2:h until now I

had not opportunity, or convenient time to sianify the

receipt of it to thee, nor to reply any thing thereunto:
but now I shall as brietiy, as well I may, give thee to

know my sense and judgment of wliat thou hast written,

and turn back wliat of it is thy own into thy own bosom.

And as to Avhat thou writest of my exaltedness, or high-

mindedness, &c. in this particular, I slial not say much,
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the place »f 'I y sta.nl,ng; and I do not deny but that the
grace of la i sinned or appoxared in thee in times

past, which might raise up some tear of God in thy heart,
and migh m measure wash thee from the gross pollu
tions of tlie ivor d. But how much thou hast licked up
that whicli once thou hadst vomited, and how often thou
art tumbling in that from which tliou wast once, as it
were washed, God aud his witness in thy own conscience
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kuowctli, to M'liich testimony thou must stand iu the day

of his judgment.
And as to thy letter in general, it is hut as a heap of
ramhling words, run out together without asserting any
thing of what I have eitiier said or writ to thee, except
in that I said thy carnal reason must I)c famished; and
that is true enough, and thou wilt find it so ; for the
things of God were never appointed as food for it, as
saith the apostle. The world liy wisdom knows not (iod,
and tiie carnal mind is enmity to God, and discerns not

the things of God, neither can, for they are spiritually
discerned; and dust is the seriient's meat, and he must

creep on his belly, read that; he goeth not uprightly,
mark.

And yet, I never said faith was a thing separate from
reason, that is but thy own false suggestion ; for we. do
desire tiiat all that have received of the like precious

faith with us, may be ready to give a reason thereof to
him that asks it, as 1 shall be ready to do to thee or any

man when asked thereof; in the mean time, this is my

testimony, that as mail stands in the fall, simply consi
dered, as a vassal and servant of the wicked one ; in that
slate, his reason, will, and understanding, arc all cor
rupted and his affections are vile, and he an enemy to

God and Christ; and in that .state, as so, cannot see ngr
understand the way of salvation, nor the true reason of

ilj nor perceive how it is according to the nature of God,
hut with that reason, judgment, and will, will strike at
Ihe appearance of the true way of salvation, as the wise of

this world ever did; and as thou according to the hard

ness of thy heart art still doing; but the light hath al^rays broken forth another way, than their reason hath

taught them to expect, and so they were left in darkness,

still groping for the way, and changing and turning this

Way and that way, while others entered into the king
dom, and they were shut out, which is very near to be
thy portion; wherefore, Friend, we say, that before the
Way of the Lord can be acceptable to a man, that is, be

fore a man can receive that measure of faith which God

hath offered unto all men, in that he hath raised up Jesue
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from the dead, he must know that of («od in liiin, to en-

ligiiteii, or clear liis understanding, and to rectify his
reason, and reduce it from the gross darkness in which

lie iiath been ready to call evil good, and good evil; and
yet used iiis reason, as it was, to maintain this his o[)inion;
and as tliis enlightening principle of (lod is known to work

in him, and he giving up his will and judgment unto the

manifestation of the light, then his reason comes to be

rectified or reduced to its original principle of pure equity,
in which he seeth that his reasonable sacrifice and ser

vice to God, is to give up all that he halh to the Lord,

and thereuimn he comes to wait for the gift of his spirit, to
order him and his affairs, that now he niay live to God,

and not to himself any longer; and wlum he comes to

feel the gift of God's holy spirit working upon his spirit,
then thereby he hath a right understanding of his duty,
and believes that to he the will of God ; and so believ
ing, this belief or faith working in him by love, he be-

comes obedient, and this kind of faith though it he sepa-

late lioni the corrupt reason of the world that lies in

rn\t-htmi
ed\understandi
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of an
enlightened
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ch through
faith doth
reZ Zsubstance
the
i r : of thi
" n^gst tliat areshoped
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kind

of fait 1 w lici IS the substance, thou art a stranger to, who

art yet ,n the cliangcahle shadows and imagfnary wor

ships, which men of corrupt minds have invented, and

such backsliding hypocrites as thou can conform unto;

but hadst thou had a true living faith mixed with thy

former zeal and religu,„, it would have made thee more

sing e- 1 self-interested, and more constant

and steadfast m thy principles now ; but this day is come
to manifest such a faithless generation, whose preachiuS,
praying, and worshippuig^ was for honour and advan

tage, and hath suileved that which you so much preached
and prayed against to come upon you, to make manifest
how long your faith would hold you, when the sword
was taken from you; and how far your zeal Avould lead
yon, when you had not an arm of flesh to lean upon ; and
now it IS made manifest, and we see you, and we can
trust neither you nor your church-faith any more.
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And wlicvcas thou f:ill:ui()n>ly iiisiniialod in tliy

paper, that I had denied the aseeiisinn of Christ, the resur

rection ofthe dead,and tiieeie.neraljud^^inent: tliese I tui-n

back again as lies nj)on thy own head : some of w liicli
arc also ^villiil, because I testified so iar as 1 was re

quired unto these things; especially unto that aliout the

resurrection: to n liich I said, 1 did believe, that all liotli

good and evil, must have or know a day oi resurrection;
but if thoLi wilt lie such a fool, as not to be. satisfied with

a scriptiire-like confession, but will be still pressing, to
know with what body the dead shall rise.-' Then I say

conccrniii"- thy carnal imagination ol'abody ; thon sowest

not that whicii shall lie now, what body shall be, shall

be as plcaseth Cod, and none knowetb wiiat that. Is, but ho
tvho knows the. seeds that most receive their own bodies
from 6od • -o learn what that means. And as to a gene

ral iud-menl 1 did express my mind, that Cod bad ap

pointed a day il ^vllich he would judge the world, by the

man Christ .iesns; whom he hath made the judge, both
of the (inick and dead, and warned thee to take heed,

that in that day thon mightest have a name and place
among the righteous: and now do again exhort thee to

believe the Icaist appearance of his light that now is, as
Well as is to come; for it is by the light that the works
of darkness shall be judged in that day, and so arc they

now, and this judgment ot the light the righteous love,

but tlie wicked and the rebellious come not to it, but reAnd whereas thou sayest it is the mark of heresy to

gainsay the essay or standard of the world, scripture and
fight-reason, what is all that ramblaig slull to me about
Turk and Pope, &c, I have neither denied any scrip
ture, or sound argument produced naturally from scrip

ture: but T did not yet say tlud the scripture was the
standard of the world, for the scripture saith, the world

is upholden by the AVord of God, and that was ii the be
ginning, and was God, and all things was iiiadu by it,
as well as upholden by it. But I think thou wilt not say
all things were made by the scripture, (for itselt is also a

thing which is made,) nor by right-reason ueithev, ex
cept thou be of the ranter's principle, that there is no
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God but reason, which indeed tliou savours too much of

in thy discourse. Well, if tlie world hath no oilier stand

ard hut scripture, then where it hath no scripture it hath

110 standard, and so consequently cannot err; or else

their error cannot he manifest, is this j^ood doctrine

thinkest thou, oh, tiiou blind hypocrite? J last thou not

here done thy worst or greatest endeavour to shullle out

the knowledge or remembrance of that ensign and stand-

ard of the world, which I say was prophesied of, which

God would set up unto the uatlous ? Or was that scripsGndardTr,?' " r'' S'™ f"'' ""
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rit of God, tliat God ^vill stain thy s^lory, and make thy
shame and nakcnlness to a[)peav in the sight of many, if
not of all men that know thee. And in as much as thou

hast stretched forth thy hand against the eternal Truth of
God, the Lord will stretch forth his hand against thee,

and will not draw it hack till he hath hninhled thee, or*

utterly confounded thee; and then thou shalt know it is
hard to kick against that which pricks thee.

So though i have heen somewhat large, it is love to

the Truth and to thy sonl, which hath constrained me,

and my service unto God 1 know is accei)tahle: and I
could desire it might he so to thee also ; but, however,
whether tlion wilt hear or forbear, I am clear of thy

hlood, and my conscience 1 have cleared in giving testi

mony to the Triitii, which is dearer to me tlian my all
in this world : i)lessed l)e the God of my lil*e, wlio Jiatli

made it so, to him he the glory ascri!)ed for ever and ever.

And, Thomas, although, (as thou saidst.) my mind has

been as a ca"*e of many unclean birds in days past, which

1 do confesslo his glory, who hath appeared to cleanse

the unclean, and purge and sanctify a sanctuary or ta

bernacle for himself to dwell in, and walk in according

to his promise; 1 say, this being wrought in me, and for

me, throu"-h the ellectnal working of his power, wlio

hath sepanitcd me as a vessel to bear his name; I now-

dare not let the testimony of his holy power be trodden
under foot of the unclean beasts of the forest, who \vould

obscure it as in days past, that so night and darkness

luight continue still, and they might still prey upon the

simple^ aud not be seen. .1 had valhev that this
body were trodden under foot, aud I as a man ever to be

despised by all, as 1 have been by thee; than that this
precious testimony shou d in any measure fail: for I knoiv

tiie God of heaven hath decreed to set it over all your

heads, both priests and people, episcopal or presbyteriau,
&c. And he is able to do it, aud to him I leave thee,
who must judge both thee aud nie, who knows I have
nought in my heart towards thee, but love to thy poor
immortal soul, and remain thy friend,

S. C.
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friends,

DEAR plants and balics of an iinmorlal ->;encratioii,

who arc spi-nns from him who is hoforc Abniham was,

and partakes oi the strensth of lis wovd, hy which all

things were made; that in the power of that ability and
might, ye be made aide to reign over all things that are

made, and might not be suiiject onto any tbfng, which

itselt IS subject ; unto change, alteration or end. Oh vc

sons of strength, consider unto what you are I.orii, tliat
mayl,;; manifest in the

marat^eCvnlV'
' ^ the wisdom of the ciders may ai)may aiise m you, and
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things ol this wo Id, are no the nohle seed of inheritance,
unto which appcitamcth the lungdoin. which is not of

the world. Again, my heloved, that wliicli is begotten

by the word, parliikes of his nature, which is meek and
lowly: and this seed and htrth grows not but in meek-
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I1C.S9, neidier set'kctli to exalt itself, but humliletli itself
to serve for his IVieiuls, and sutler lor his cueniies. And

therefore whosoever willeth to exalt himself over friends

or enemies, the same is degenerate from the root of the
life tliat is in the word, and must return to tlie word

ill meekness, and wait to know tlie lowliness tliereof
ingrafted in his soul, lest the heigiits ( o separate
him from the love of (^od. that is in the lowly seed.
So let none of the olive-plants leave their fatness,
nor the li<--trees leave tlieir frnitfnlness, in the places
where God hath set yon, to seek a dominion to your

selves; for this is your glory and your crowu. to he
what you are in the word, whitdi abides for ever; and
let none put trust under tlie sliadow of a hramiile, wliicli

ivill 1,0 most '''if,",'
in
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llom•Ictll,e inceaseol his |,owei' ho tliy slieiigtl,, so

shah thl tivcv ho confonoded 0 yo s,,„s of the „u,v,.-

i„s, and ,la„e;hte>-s of tho bnghtnoss „ l,is aL-,si„s, who
lire not hutfis he 'ctS",'","I"'" he "es lu
YOU - oh liow my heart is tilled with ins love and breatli-

ings'ofhis life to yoo-waLd; whci-cwith shall I oxpress
and how shall ) siS'"fy.-t""' ""'"'S''
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toward yon; oh, I'"" f-a, miod, hat words a e too

shah and nanoW, to .l".y tha my spirit hath

amongst yon iiiglit a"d ''"J'' I behold yoiii order,
yonr feeding, and yoer chitliing, yea, and your .armour,

which is li"''it Who is like unto thee, O thou helovetl

Jacob, aiidtsrael, God's chosen, terrii>lc as an army with
bauiiers, strong as a fenced city, whose dwelling is the
✓

O

176 *ln Epistle^rom Stephen Cfisp to Ericnds.

munition of rocks : the archers Iiavc shot a2;ainst thcc,
but their bows were Ijroken; the mi^lity men, the princes,

the captains, ami the nobles have risen up against thee,
and they have fallen by the edge of the sword, even the

word, which proceedeth out of the niouth of the Jjamb,
thy light, oh Zion. The wise men have added their wis

dom, and the strong man hath added his strength, the
scribe and the learned have i)rought forth their devices,
but God, even thy God, in the midst of thee iiatb done
w o n d e r i u l l y.

And now bretliren, herein am I enlarged, knowing

you can read the hues of my dear and entire lov e, beyond
what I can write, because the linger of God hath been
ftlt to vvrite me 111 your hearts; an epistle, not read, but
m the light, where the name is recorded, which is one.
And this is the salutation of my very life unto every one

of you that knows me m that one; that ye live in purity
in".

Eri'
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ami

my

iastino?v belm o and ever-

nootherstrengththanThatwd
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food, uoi iches, nor wisdom, nor glory, but wdiat are
yours also being anointed with the same oil of gladness,

i X J f i 1 t l f k i ' ' ^ M a j e s t y,
f vpi- \nfl ^ad the glory, and the worship

T ubfvo..
'^ietlSen,'
heart
to
signify
unto that1?
your
joy may'isin
be my
full, that
since
my coming southward, I have seen the prosperity of
Truth, and the people that God hath made wiling, in
thistheday of his power, are many: glory be to the
Lord God of Zion, who turneth her captivity, and restoreth again her inhabitants from far; and Truth hath
a good savour in these parts ; and Friends keep fresh and

living, and many in a readiness to go out in the Lamb's

warfare, to overcome violence with patience, and the
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force of the enemy with faith, and to wait for tlieir sav

ing through suflcring, and feel the rock that upholds, and
ilie anchor that stays their souls, vhich hath never failed
us, nor ever will, but will last until adversity cease, ;uid
b-ibulation come to an end, and sorrow he no more; yea,

until the kin"-dom of our Lord be over all the kingdoms

of the earth, and his name over every name, in which is

your strength, and the strength of your dear friend and
brother, in the kingdom, life and patience of the Lamb
nnd holy seed.

STEPHEN

C K I S P.

Let copies of this be carefully Avritten and sent forth

amon"- Friends in the East and North Ridings of York-

sliire^to be read in the sensible feeling life of the holy
aud beloved seed of blessing, when Friends in it, are
uiet together.

JOHN FURLY'S TRANSLATIONS
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dutch,
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FRIENDS AT AMSTERDAM.
Amsterdam, the 28th of the 4th Month, 166'.

Dear Friends,
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fore dear Friends, wait with all dii; ^ ^ ^

in flip liVlH r.f c 1 diligence upon the Lord,

•, ^i- 11 1 Christ, with wJiicli every
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ners ; but such hve m that clean and unspotted life that
shall judge the world. Also you that have believed in
the name of the Lord, wait to feel the working of the
powerofitm yourselves, and to be baptised fnto his
death, that being dead to the world and the flesh, you
way hve to God in the spirit, and your minds may be
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set upon things that arc al)ove; for tlic world and all
tilings therein must pass away as a scroll, but the M ord
of Gotl, by which you have been convinced, is everlast
ing, and by its power shall all things be subdued, and
the throne of wickedness brought under, and righteous

ness shall be established in tiie earth; and all that come
to know this ctlcctcd in themselves, shall see this day

and he glad. Tlicrcfore, Friends, he not discouraged at
the clouds and darkness tiiat yet remain over the nations;

hut keep the faith, and walk in the law of God, so shall
light he in your dwellings, and your borders shall be en
larged, for the darkness of this world shall never extin
guish that light, that is Iiroken forth in this day, in AvhicU

you have helToved. Tlicrcfore, my dear Friends, to a\ horn

toy soul is at this time enlarsed, in tlie love of Goil be
yond words • be strong in the Lord, and walk before
him in a sin-le and upright mind, for that is well-pleas

ing to the Lord, and keep all things under your feet,

that would disiioiiour the holy name of God. Let your
conversation in the sight of men be inoilensive, answer

ing the witness of God in the consciences of all men, that
the month of gainsayers may be stopped, and may be
toadc to acknowledge to the power, truth and righteous
ness that is found in and among you.

So God Alraiglily keep and preserve you by his al-

mighty power, to whose fatherly care and protection I
leave vou, dear hearts, to he preserved hy him oil of all
Ihe snares of the enemy of your souls, wliicji will daily
le discovered by the liglt'•t" «"<=■> us diligently wait

il the fellowslip of wlicli pniw everlasting ligbf of

Christ Jesus, I am your friend, and a lover of your souls,

and a servant of tbc everlasting gospel of God,

Friends keep your meetings in the name of the Lord

with dllige'nco, and let this he read among you m your
assemblies.

180 ^fln Ejnstle from Steiihen Crisp, i^c.
FriexdS;,

Our fellowship stands in the gospel of peace, which w
the power of God which is everlasting, and which is not
of this world; if you keep low in this power of God
ivhich is not of this world, tlien have you fellowship, and

the gospel of peace is felt, and the thi ngs of tiiis world
cannot break your fellowship, but you will mount over

the Avorld, and over that which would disquiet and dis

turb you in yourselves: so will the power bring you to
rest, and to the true sabbath, and to the true jov, and to
the true dominion of life: and y,,,, shall kno'w an en

trance to be a.bmnistered info lie kingdom of God, over

the devil, and his power, and the leasl among you shall
ru e over hiin; but neither the least nor the greatest to
rule oyer one another, but tl.e power of life over you

all; this IS the requirings of God : and where all that is

contrary to this power, is brought under, there is peace,

to the soul. Therefore my dearly
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an end of- and ^ Wisdom which yon are to knoW

vL
come
foTl that
anis from
endabove,
to which
that,
^IS
f hrst
? nm-P
Wisdom
then peaceable and without end; through
which you will be led to a right spirit, and to walk in

the path of the just, which is holiness; which brings us
to

see

God.

»

'1 he Almighty God keep and preserve you all to the

end.

Amen.

g

London, Gtli of the iWi Month, I667.
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Let this be read in your assemblies, when you are met

jii the name and fear of the Lord.
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Nl. love
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even
in that
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soul
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bestowed
me,
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very love ^vluc ' ^-ou sharers

vhich love and ^ J' ; ^ e.lirist our light and coun-

and

pa,tnkc.-s

a,,d

seller, whose patl'^ ' ,,,,ort and rel'iige unto you, in the

nght hand has been a s U when the
days of yonv weakness ■ ,,t to desUoy
enemy will. ,., m enc
your lioi.c wlucli you

near to sustain J"' ■ « ^ jl,,t siu inig up in your

of your God, o,'"' sodtr miicli, ratlicr tliau his

hearts, coiis rallied ,|,o operation o
name slioiild m the ° together, that

Ins power, ye I'OO" ° „„ fo,. „„other; and if any thing

your hearts stood "F , diUdishiiess, ye could
happened tl"-""S' for Clirisfs sake had forgiveii

feel in that day I ow another i and

yon,
and coii d n I ti.^j gave yon an nndertIns was that, .„i„g of the false power, and airy
slandiig, and a disc = soever it appeared; as you
spirit. 111 how gU'd 'I s ^ low and
dwelt in that blessed 1 yourselves and

broken in yoursedves, couui se vio-lite-

others. And in those d^;s ^olid ^vUh
hemSy Sdtr^tl }■«»•
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unto you, because therein your souls were satisfied with

the appearance of his likeness. And, oh, iny Friends,

that this glory might ever rest upon you, and that you
jnight say, the government and the peace of our Lord
Jesus is still increasing amongst us, and that as the Lord

hath called and chosen you, to he his witnesses of his
arising, you migiit none of you fall short of this testi

mony ; to wit, to know him raised up in you all, who
bruiseth down satan the scatterer and defiler, and de
stroys his whole work, though never so crafty. Oh, that

seed wbicli ncTci- fell, ,v|,ic|, cannot be beguiled; oil,
wait to fcel It III yourselves, for tliis is meek and lowly,

long-suffering, and fil l of iiatience: this is Ibat wliicl.

IHits o silence tbe birth of the llesb, yea, tbongb it
would plead to advance tbe sjirit; for wisdom is jusTiled
of lier own clii dren. Oli, my Friends, my heart is full towards you of the love ol my Father, yet am f pained and

in heaviness concerniiig you, lestthat old cneniv of Isracrs

peace, should beguile any of you and lead you from lio

s mplic.ty of the gospel, to follow seducing spirits And,
therefore, my dearly beloved in the Lord Jesus Icliarge

it°;:'
n
i to thle,rgi:id"g
fo-lu
l of sounwtir:
d .end u-Sim®'
ncondemn".4Te s^Mch, and

into an jnollensive hie towards all people anil madUou

watchhowtoeasetheburdensoftbe.p
i pe
r'ssed,andso

t irough believing ye were preserved." Therefore by

doubting, let not any be shaken nor removed, though the

T"l7s ilf. seeds, nfen of
b.,r si vif T'"®'' ? '">»«■" 'I'™'

asiide
•"i"'' thsouuduess,
know t;hem
hem asunder
, whenever
ey appear; for theyet
mi

nisters o from tbe beginning sown
but one ° and in that you liaveleceiv-

ed us, and we have ^iight to establish you, both in the

power and form ot J-ruth: now, whosoever strikes at

either, is a seducer, and if any lots in his doctrine, it

Will cause divisions among you; and when you are di
vided, then the carncality will arise, to feed and maintain

the division; and so your love to God will wax colder,

\
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and iniquity will unavoidably abound, which separates
from God, and scatters from the true church, ami brings
the soul into desolation : and that which draws iorth tlie

mind about d.ays, and places, and outward things, leads

into animosities and heats; wliereupon false lire conies

sometimes to be oifered up. Ob, my iriends, my heart,
is broken in remembrance of yon, and what the Xiord

hath done for you, and how he made you a dread to the.

heathen, while ye retained the love and simplicity that

ye learned in Christ. Oh ! how meek, how tender, how
subject were your souls unto the Irutii, and one to an

other in it? Oh ! let it neither be lost nor forgotlmi, but

fulfil my ioy in the Lord on your behalf, and with one
consent judge out that which is wicked and abominalile,

and let none spare that which appertameth to the uncirthe ileshlv nart in all may led the stroke. But, de.u

cumcised : but let it be done m tear ami

a
l mbs, e
l fyour concord never be broken,

ment, (in things appm-huuing unto godliness,) any N\ay s

be removed frmn you; for if it be, tben is your beauty

tli« Fi.4l da/s, .and ou otUov days, as fovu.oil, J ou Im c

been led, and Hie fonier blessing and l>,'eae"ee °1 6^*

will
which some
ha^e
win bn
betVdt-Hnon"tctt anion-, you;
j , reasonings,
to not
theirfeeling,
own harm.

ecmvc my advice, heai

vj01
e
l dneItssbIS
ebmthat
ne^o
ljw which

^ ^ ^ hearty
makes up breaches. / J . . . „r true ami

atonement in the seed Cliiist, tiie neacl o cac^

living member, and let none have ^o glo V in j ont
fleshror in your weakness, hut make glad ^
who seeks no glory, but the glory of = J''

is in your hearts, bearing us record that wc ha^ c labouied among yon, to bring you into the unity ot the faitn,

and into the knowledge and practice of such things as

tend to your edifying. Therefore lend not your cars, (I
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beseech you,) unto that, in any, or in yourselves, that
would, (under pretence of formality in times or places,)
draw yoii aside, from the good and blessed testimony of
assembling yourselves together to wait upon your God.
And what there is in any of you that M ould not conde

scend unto each other as ijrethren, is not of the nature of
the true birth, but must by it be subdued : and as that

arisetli and prevails in and among you, so m ill you again

feel the Lord ministering to his omui in you, and your
eyes M'lll be open to see the wiles of our subtle adver-

saiy more clearly ; who though he may appear masked,
M ith a show of more holiness, with a promise of a further

glory, higher dispensations, new discoveries, vea, and
With a pretence of leading out of formality''iiito the
power, and many such like baits and snares; yet ray
deaidy beloved, beware of such pretences, for he comes
but to bring you into a disesteem of what you have re

ceived, and to draw forth the expectation after something

else; that so you might be roblied and siioiled of your

portion: and then when you come to a want in yourselves,
laviig lost the lormer, and missing the lattei you ^vil

isM^o^K ^ lattermiii of such
,

.
I
,i"
,
^
~
y
eim.
iiiuug"
heavi
ness
hath
been
upon
me,m yet
my
rejoici vinngu in you
wil
LldrvZ
my spirit
with youisr. and
1 he Lord
God ofshall
powerprafse
preservethe
you,Lord
and

keep you steadfiist to the end, in the doctrine of his Son,

^Imnn
"»to
the
fulfilling
your testi
inony, and to
the obtai
ning the
crown immoi-of
tal,
which ncvci lades away; m the earnest of which, and in
the blessed fol owsbip of his power, in which mj soul

desires you mcy be kept, I bid you farewell; who am
your friend and companion m the Truth, and acquainted
with the burdens ol them that cause trouble, whom God
will repay.
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TO

THE

READER.

Courteous Reader,
THIS small treatise does not appear Avith the appro
bation of the learned doctors of this our a^e; neither

do I believe it will be received in the academies, or uni
versities, or among the ral)bies, whether they be Pa

pists or Protestants; and considering the subject, it is
not like tliat it should get such patrons. And tlierefore,
must I singly recommend it to the witness of God, in

thy own conscience, wiioever thou art; by which witness

thou kuowest, that as long as the devil reigns in thee.

It IS not as it ought to be: and if thou be at all desirons

that it should or might be as it ought, it will be no ways
oilensive unto thee to hear of the overthrow of him, that

has brought out of order; and withal, of the appearance
Restorer of Israel, and the right Heir
of

the

Gentiles.

®

And this one thing I do desire of thee, of wliat pro-

TraUhou llv^l r mayest be, to wit,

fTor
f controversy,
(foi a littlae ti1?
me,)1J
andffmo
read wi7thout
prejudice or par-

tia ity, and be not oflendcd, that auotheAs not of thy

judgment; hut consider, that thou in thy own particular,
art 111 one and the same transgression, in the matter afore

said; seeing the greatest part of mankind is not of thy

judgment; and they have as much power to judge thee,
that thou art wrong, as tiioi hast to judge me that I am
wrong. 1 herefore read in coolness, and consider what
thou readest, as knowing that it is God that must give
an inderstdiiding. And whereas the subject or matter
of the treatise does comprehend much, and many things

are but hinted at, therefore look up to the Lord, who
can enlarge thy understanding in it, as it pleaseth him.

And as concerning the priests, who are so busy to
make complaints against sectarians, heretics, and hereti

cal books, desiring the magistrates they would abuse
their powei', to defend them and their doctrine by perse-
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cutioii; tbey would do l)e(icr to employ their time in the
aiiswerin^^ of these positions. And whereas tliey are

called spiritual, let them fight with spiritual ^\ capons,

(if they have them.) and bring forth something in de

fence of their old master, and his kingdom and power,
now in a time of need, when it is near come to an end.

And whereas the words government, dominion, reign

and kingdom, are often used, liy wldch some of perverse-

minds may coiiclnde, tiiat I intend thereby the overthrow,
or changing, or subverting of outward government; to
prevent such a momus, 1 do declare in tiie sight ol bod,
and before all men, that I have no such thought or inten

tion; perfectly derlaring my judgment viz. that a C iins-

tian ought to live peaceal.ly and quietly under all soits
ofgoveniments,
® » „ , 1 1 d owiiicb
b e l ithe
e v eLord
, that

tlie ruling oi

pleased to scl up. ^ king, prince or state in itself,
government of an government

ofChrisd''"Xre kins'l"'" ,ri'u U befw

EV"
'"f tl'irn mW teirSeY an'nt
devil wJre°\vhollv detlironcd, yet notwitlistandmg, tliey

»if;nle, fe-ein. rdt

ot Inm, who By X a .f nobles, eveo'al liejodges
.of
lasticethe
; by m
yrrioccs u
earth,
1l rov. J' • i|,e people
»nd«hu„, 'Vhois hui f = , ooeahle life, uoder
Would live a pleasant, r

their '7sp«ptive kings .^rpromised, and that lie is

faidiVthTLtM^is^'S

hope for, and i^eii thee this short caution and

L\rrCltav^t^'
» "ftoMoivingdisconrse,
and remain a friend
tliec and .all men. ^ ^
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MANY are the devices of satan, and cveat is the sub

tlety which he luynisheth his childven and servants withal,
Tiy wInch he seeks to uphold his kingdom, pleading now
a right to that which he got by subtlety; and has t^anght
Ins whole family, that it is impossible for any to be freed

from under Ins service, even as if all men that are created

of Grod, were created to the service of the devil; and al

though he can make no man, yet that he is able, aftev

ttheir
hey are
made, to keep them in his service ; yea, although
maker does call for tbom i,. ^
this supposed necessity, (which is ^ n

ing to the tiesh,) he keens uathnl well-pleas-

people,
ill bondage to his will • amW ^d
has so bewitched and besotted his wl "i 1

PVPVV eni-l Jn R lUnf n Whole synagogue, and

i n 1 1 r cannot endure to iieifr tliat they

S tbl P "i- i t" <lcclare liberty
hnn«? Al 1 Opening of the door of this pviwRhiH thivP V"to those that are shut up
from the'eartlf
iT ^^f^oist
away with
tlieni
ftorathe
eaith, leW
t them
be crucisuch,
fied, stoned,
hanged,

'VmoSITTn? lAast derided;
r,
hch in
l r tect,
r - 'is" to
r,he fouiul in tlis life, by which
that whi
s pci
men might <:»«'» '» "« acceptable year of the Lord, onto
wliom there is nothing acceptable which is imperfect.

Certainly, there is no manner of slaves so well con

tented with their bondage, as the devil's are; and there

fore It IS worth the considering, what right he has to
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reigii over niankiml, aiul what Avork it is, he gives liis

servants to do, tliat is so well-pleasing nnlo them, that

they cannot endure to hear oflieing set at liberty, as long

as they iiave a day to live. As for my part, I have con

sidered what rigid the devil can claim to the government
Avhich he lias among tiie children of men, reigning over

kin"-s and princes, priests and pcoiile, from one sect to

anotlier, setting them all to work in blind zeal one against
another; yet all agreeing in this one (picstion, (to wit.)
is there any man or woman upon the earth, that is free
from nnder the reign of the devil, tiiat he can live Avith-

out sin? or is it possible for any to be so? The general
ausAver is no ; Ave are all, and must all be his servants,

all the days of our lives. But some might say, seeing you
are all felloAV servants, and that both you and your Avork

<lo Imlons lo 01,0 mash''-; tlicii arc yoi. .lisnsreeii.s
Mill, one auolluM- al,o„t ll,« work? J!„t oh I ,..y soul

Icgoth that so,„e ,„isl,t he, awakcucl, once '<> cousuleiand to holhiuk thcisclvcs, how IUcj- ca,„o to tli s slate

and condition, and hy what cght and an l„.r,ly theiy

masle,' keens thorn in tins bondage, and w hctheyit is not
holh lawful and possible to ccnno l,o,„ „,,dc,- it.

Alul in the iirst place it is to be considered, that this

spirit, which is called the devil and satan, had no dorai-

111011
lonovei
overmmi
man in. the
, beginning
= ami over
; lor fiodevery
gave man
creeping
poiycr

ei all bcc ' ^ . and in that time

tlirdevir tlmt old creeping serpent, was kept under, and

could not speak nor coniniand as Avith authority; and he

beb" Imt Siect himself, he sought to have dominion;

havi
figcame
lost the
gloAvomai
ry of the
astin
g kingdom^
so he
to the
i, wleverl
io was
made,
a«ul b on ht

forth in a time of sleep, and persuaded her,

commanded,) and his persnasion was, hat

break the cLniand of God under pretence 'at .

should be profited thereby. So here was but a siieakiig,
underl
y spirit, coming to the woman in a deceitful, feign
ed manner, Avith a lie in his mouth, to see if he could de-

ceive her^ and load hcv to be disobedient to hev God and

Maker, Who could then have thought, that this spirit
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that was subject to all sorts of misery, should have reign

ed and ruled over so many millinus of tlKuisauds of men

both liigh and low, young and old? Well, tiie woman
liearkened to a lie, and broke the command of Giod, and
•went to try whether this serpent had found out a way to

wake her better or not; and not only so, lint went to tiie
man, and gave iiim also, and he did cat. Mark, this de

vil, the old serpent, he did not go to the man, that was

a work too high for him ; hut there comes his companion,

(who was given of God,) who was of Ids tlesii and iioncs,

to tempt hnn; he did not hearken to the devil, hut to his

tleceived wife, and he did eat, and their eyes were open

ed, and they were ashamed, and hid themselves. Here
were the two first subjects which the devil liad in his

kingdom, he having before this time no dominion among
the creatures which God had made.
Now it is to be observed, that there arc hut four ways
to come into dominion, to wit, hy descent, by election,
hy conquest, and hy treason.

Now whicl. or Ihcso it is, hy wlicl, li,c .iovit got i.is
sav S it wafhv , ; »11 lliat arc wise will

there)>v raitie lo Im falsehood, ami that man

widSml ad tft n '"Ym " --."d ■"l"

hlm,land
L lhe1„was
1 ashamed.
'wl'Iriess
wasneetaken
from
hi
So now
for w hom
yon
are ple-ading, all you that are so zealously ple.ading for
the devil's kingdom, (viz.) for an old traitoi', tliat Sinie
into his goyornmimt hy a lie, and spoiled our predeces
sors of their dominion, glory and power at once hy sin,
for wllich yon are now pleading. 01,! blush aiid he
ashamed every one of you, ami let your moiitis he stopped

lor

ever.

"

^

But now, seeing that it fell out so, what was the de-

termination ol the Lord m this matter? Hearken to bis
sentence; and to the serpent he said, because thou hast

done so, thou shalt creep upon thy belly, and art cursed
above all cattle; and above all the beasts of the field.

See, he must creep upon his belly, and not stand upon
must eat dust, and the other beasts must eat the grass of
his tip.toes, lifting up his head above the nations; he
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the field; but he, dust :ill the days of his'life, and not

the fat of the land, and to have the tenth part of the fruits
of the earth liestowed on his meanest servants, having

also the otiier nine [larts of it bestowed and ordered to

liisAvill; and so shall it be with thee as long as thou
livest; that is not to say, that he shall Hnc toi cvei,

and to have dust to eat, and a belly to creep upon : but
at last God has determined that his head should be

bruised, there is his end. Oh! all ye pleaders for sin,

behold your prince, and hear his sentence, and be
ashamed, and stop your moutlis for ever.

And now. wiien lie had gotten a little, dominion, let
us examine a little, how this traitor used his rule in the
be"-innin"-. His first lesson was, to teach his new sub-

iecls to l7ide themselves from the presence of God: that
which before was their chieiestjoy and eron n, was now

their greatest fear and dread; and so tl.ey run under the

trees, liidiag Ihoinselves, as tlreir iM.slonl.v now ,lo at

this day; but the Lord found them out, ami spoke to

them and caused them to hear that dreadful sentence ;

and iot only so, but drove them out from where life was

to be found, into the earth, Avhere there was nothing to
be gotten without pain and labour. And whereas they

were before in dominion, aTid liad nothing to do, but to

dress tire ganlcn in tvldd, tire life lyas, II,ey must now
till the n-rmmd, which brought forth unto them hriai-s

andtlimns; and in tliiit state raati's misei-y was svcat,

and Ids soiiow .n,si>eaUalile, and Ins tlai-kness not tti lic

cxmesscd ; ami Ire liad lost Ins discernnij; of tilings that

dillei-: and iiaving an oxliectation of a Seed which should

desti-ov the sei|,eiit, am hiaiisci Ins head, he was apt to

tlihik'that hiflh to he that seed, (as Ins children in he
fnll rln it this day0 when Cain was bom, iiis

Mollis said, she liad gotten a man froii, lire Lord ; but
poor woman, she kno w not the seed, and how that that

seed which is horn ol the liesli is a persecutor, ainl tlmt

the enmity is great in the first birth ; and so that although

he grew up to be an olferer, yet he did not grow up in

dominion over the serpent, nor over the c[uality of the.

destroyer in himself; and that sort of oflering was more
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acceptable to tlie devil than to God. And now mark^
that man was a sinnei-, and yet reii^jions, his sin ami

religion were consistent, and could have place together
atone and the same time in one man, as it is noAv with

the professors of this .age ; who say, they are sinners,
and that their best works are polluted and defiled with

sin, and that they must remain so whilst they live; and
yet they will seek .acceptance with God in these polluted

ofi'erings, notwithstanding they do profess him to he pure
to whom they oiler. Tims was this first sacriiicer blind
and darkened, and so are many tliousands after him, and

the dominion of the devil was over him.

First, Deceiving him, by leading him to expect an ac
ceptance, because lie oilered, though with an evil heart.

Secondly, To lead him into the evil which had kept

him from acceptance.

Thirdly, By m.aking him so wroth and angry, (he-

cause he was not accepted.) against his hrother that did
•well, and was partaker of the one sure faith of the elect

seed of God: and the serpent having thus darkened

his mind, then he durst come before him with a lie,
(though he was a man, of whom Eve thought that
she had gotten him from the Lord,) persu.adiii"-' him
that if faithful Aiiel was out of the Mmy, that then it
would he better with him; so he hearkened to the coun
sel of this evil sjiirit, and shed innocent blood about re

ligion. Here persecution got its entrance into the world,
by one that was an ofl'erer, and an evil doer together; a
fit instrument for such a work. But behold, what he-

came of this man? The blood which he had shed, .and

the earth which had drank it uj), cried for vengeance

against this bloody ofl'erer, and he feared exceetfingly,
and said. He could not hear his punishment; and said,

Evei'y one that tinds me, will slay me; and to prevent

that, he went and built a city in the land of Nod; here
was the beginning of fortitications, which was to defend

the transgressor; for the righteous have a tower, namely,

the name'^of God, and there they are safe, without such
gates or walls.

Now let every one consider how little right this spirit
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had ill all theso things; Imt he entered by a licj and

reigned by a lie, and darkness and deceit was his de
fence for his government: and liow little reason there is
to plead for such a spirit, let the wise in heart judge.
It would go beyond my present aim and purpose, to
trace this spirit, wiio is called the devil and satan, the

dragon, and old serpent, through all aps, since the be
ginning, to see witii how little trnth, right or equity, he
came to reign among men. The understanding reader
of the scriptures of Truth can see it clear enough; and
it is a great wonder, (and one of the greatest.) that is in
that part of the world called Christendom, that there are
so many men, (lieing men of knowledge in other matters,

and such as set up the scriptures, so much as they seem

to do, calling it the word of God, the rule of Christians,

the light of the world, the guide of life, &c.) That tiiey
should go with sucli a book in their hands, pleading for

thedeviVs klii"-dom, and for a necessity that it must con
tinue as loii"- as there is a man upon earth : whereas the

scriptnre in'lubstance is nothing else but as a declaration
against hini and his government, and showeth how he
ought to be forsaken, opposed, resisted, and cast out;

and withal, how that primitive, pure and holy, and
righteous law of that Spirit, which is called God, and is
holy, pure, and blessed for ever, liow that oiiglit to be

embraced, received and exalted in the whole creation. I
say this is a very c:i-cat wonder, ot which, and of the

ctoonbeseq
umciestheU
i theChrsia
tinssocae
l dhavecause
asbamca; yoa, are a reproacb lo the whole world;

and it is high time that some do arise lor God; and
the call is gone forth, Who is on the Lord's side?
Exod. xxxiifsG. 'Ehe devil has an innumerable host to

plead for sin, some with arguments, and some with cruel
weapons; but who is on the Lord's side that can say.
The Lord reigns in righteousness, and in truth he judges
the earth? Oh! all ye carnal professors of God and

Christ in words, but in works deny him, and say, that

sin must stand, and remain as long as you live. Be it
known unto you, in the name of the God of heaven, that
where sin remains, there the devil is prince and ruler.
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And if that must remain as long as you live, the devil
dcsiies it no longer; for he that will he his servant in
this life, must be his companion in the world to come.

But hear ye the word of the Lord, oh great liost, and

mighty army of the devil, beast, serpent, and the old

deceiver, who plead, that his government shall stand, as
long as there is a man to live upon tlie earth. The con

troversy of the Lord God Almiglity is proclaimed, and

begun against you all, and your prince ; yea, the arm of

the everlasting God is stretched out against you, and
benceforth ye shall not be prosperous; but the dominion

of your prince shall he lessened, and both his and your

power shall be weakened, and your weai)ons, both of
(kceit and cruelty shall be broken, and come to nought.
The inheritance of the wicked shall l,e laid waste, W
the design which hath lieen carried on so long, shall be
fi-ustrated; deceit and falsehood shall fairiiefore tlio

"ruth, and darkness shall Ilec before the -'^iglit; and

your fortified city shall fail you, and the land of Nod
mil not ho a hulins pl^e fo,-: IV„. i|.„ „r the,
""alily tod of .Tncol) shall sciitlci' you as a reliroacli,

'toT "f'Tol •"»' "f youi'
irknig
I nlom,
'Ills spin
make
f„,.i,„p„s,il,le
(„ |,„|,| „pthat
hisil
of winch
theyuse
say,of,it is

should he bi-ought down ; even as if God had give., tip
all mankind (which is the hest of his cieation.)°niio the

devil; and that he should keep none of them for himself
to serve him, till they have fullilled tiie devil's work to

the lull, and can serve liim no longer: certainly the

heathens. Moors, and Indians, have a better doctrine
than these in the ground : though darkness is over their

understandings, as conceriiig God and lieaven, and such

things, yet many of them do not judge that there is such
a necessity o do evil as long as they live; but abstain

from that wliicli they know to be evil, and they that do
arc esteemed to have their pleasure and delight in the

Elysian fields, after they are dead. Lucillius said. Know

ye not what grievous punisliments and torments the

wicked and evil men are to suffer after this life; or in
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what great happiness the good men shall live? The
heathen Epiciiarnins said, If thou art godly in thy mind,
thou shalt, (being dead,) not snller evil: and many such

sayings are among them. But these fallen Christians,
who plead a necessity to serve this spirit, whom they
call tiie devil, wliose place they will confess is in hell,

and in tiie everlasting lire; yet they notwithstanding,

without doing good, t^pect to enjoy tiieir Elysium, to

wit, a heaven "where God and the holy angels thvell for
ever.

Now let us examine a little what reason there is for

this great inistalce.

First, they say, that sin is rooted and planted in the

nature of man ; yea, so tliat a man most cease to he a

man, before he can come to cease from being a sinner.

Answ. That man in his natural state is so united with

sin, as that he thereby is separated from God, I do not

deny; and also that tliere is a natural inclination in man
to commit sin, is also true; to wit, as long as they re

main in their natural stale and condition. And if these

champions for the devil's kingdom, had blotted out,

(out of that whicli they call their rule,) all those precious

sayin"-s, that make mention of a state of grace, of being un
der grace of being changed or translated, of being redeem

ed and imade free, of being washed, cleansed, and sanc

tified perfectly in soul, body and spirit; and many more

such places; then they had had a plea for their prince.
But seeing there is such a large testimony of the mercy

and goodness of God, and of his power and all-sufficiency

to redeem and save: therefore it is worthy to be pleaded
before we allow the devil such an unlimited po\ver in

and amoii'^ you, yea, over all the sons and daughters of

men. And therefore, as concerning the first part of this

objection, to wit, that sin is rooted in the nature of man,

how came it to be rooted there? whose wmrk was it to
make it so? was it the Avork of God? or hath he ordered
it, that it should be so? if so, wdiy is any man or woman

punished or condemned for its being so, seeing it could

not be otherwise ? But none else but such as are wholly
blind from a true sense of God, will dare to say so; for
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then the manifold calling of sinners unto repentance, to

wash them, to cleanse them, to put away the evil from
them, to cease to do evil, &c. must all he against his will

and ordering, and so conse/picnfly but a mockery; hut
God forbid that any man should say or think so. Well,
if it w as not by the ordering or appointment of God, but
that God has made man righteous in his nature, will and
affections; yea, in the image of God he created him;

then it must needs be miother that has wrought this great
work, to plant sin in his nature; and when it is examin

ed, it will appear that it is the work of a cursed outcast,

an unclean, lying, treacherous spirit, who was rejected

ot God, and had no place in the whole creation, but by
Iraraing a lie, he brought a poor woman from her inte-

gnty and obedience; and so from that, came a great al-

teration to he in her, and a ground or foundation was
laid for the devil to build upon ; and from that time he

has always had a rule in the hearts of the children of

disobedience: hut now that this rule and government

s lou I no on y he universal, hut also irresistible and

unallerable; pa, thougl, Go,l Almiglity streicli foi'lliliis
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in another world: oh horrible ignorance of the iiower of
God, and of the end for which Christ came into the

world namely, to destroy the devil and his works. Now,

when his work is destroyed, which has a tendency to
corrupt man s nature, tlien the nature of men and women

come to be apyn holy, clean and pure, and man comes

to he restored to his first image, and the glory of the first
body IS again known, of which all the bond-slaves of
the devil are ignorant ; and this power to restore the na
ture of man again is the Lord's alone : it was the devil

that corrupted it, and it is God that sanctifies it again,

and delivers it by the spirit of judgment and of burning,

which the hypocrites cannot bear.

Now, the manner how the nature of man came to be
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corrupted, you have l.eavd, that it ^yas by mairs joinius
with that s;)irit that was iallen and cast out froiu God,

...ul haJ o.Ily a |.owov in the darkness, and cnnld nnt

rci?„ over any l'lns, bnt over thaHvlnch l,e conld draw
from tlie, rlory of (iod into Ike darnness; and God wJni
dwells iirthe lisht, beiiis moved with infinite compas

sion sent his etmnal Son, that was with him before the

world, that he should be made partaker ot the same na
ture in which man was created, that by the vir ue of the

eternal power, he might restore him unto God, a d m h
niinistei^into the spirits of all such, to whom
ness and corrupted state, was

Jesus
received not the nature oi ^ w s
1 I k 1 „ ,..wpived the seed oi Abraham, Miiicn A>a;»
work, but Pe iLC itfromcaplivily tlirougb
111 C{iptivil.y, . fpe weiglit of that wliich oppressed
death, suilenng ^ ,oan after redemption : so
the creature, and cause n

tNatallhongl.
.tcmd ^ - '">Skty lo
to be delivered tliiou^u .Vbrahaui

s: tf'Uoi: s;;;«."tke:.nmlse .uaf im,.
steml thereof, J" ™ •rtllrnnlfiJ^tlmrrtre

w!,erc sin is " broken, neitlierinesuch in cove-

ivith liell and' i „„,ier the liower of the prince

nant Willi God, kj 'J t|,e death of
of tlie air, w ia c because they are yet

UiTOt IS yet ,„t,„.e, imchaiiged, nntr.aiis-

11 their sin ™ f|,„ui this plea for the devil, Ilia

ated 1 so that Iho^ th

because he once \ sin most reniiiiii, so Ionhas corrupted It, thai k strangers to the

as the life or nature lemaius , such ait stit ^ ^
work of God, and to Ins ky ivhich to w <n ke
and also to Christ .Tesus, through wke'" 'C " oi ks . .in
tiiev have move faith in the power ot the dek il, than m
the power of Christ, believing that

to keep the creature, and to hold fast that, ^Inch by dt-

ceit and treachery he has gotten m it; than God, (who
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made the creature good in his nature,) is ahlc to restore

it to his tirst purity, that the creature might come to serve
hira in righteousness and holiness. Audsiichas so believe,
are no true Ciiristians, nor true uelievcrs ; i)ut are stand

ing in the corrupt nature, that has unity with the devil,
and pleads his cause, who is willing that his corrupt

birth should live in man, as long as he lives in the world:

for he knows, that s^o long no acceptable sacrilice can be
offered up to God; for you cannot bring forth a dean sacrifice out ol an unclean vessel; and as long as nature is

fhat natul-e.'' '' wrought in
wa^^b-eed^fr ^ "^ccond pleading is, that never any man
world - and diaMl'' into the

a thing in tlhs'lite!"" i" nxfcctsuch
slv ,n r„ f"' liiasnraplion to

.even
fiSi;^"ISir'th™' T
then not only the conser.uence is r- k I"sition he lake,

can he freed, hut also llio argument il,',.|r ""l''!
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he wroughl ,n and for then, witlmut presuu.p b Now,

that all men are sinners hy nature, is eviilent "a id Ilia
some were changed out of that n-.dn.oi

dent; so that the question is oulv wbui^ u'

translated out of that sinful nature r n tbosc that are

nay? Which if it he so, whTa

yond
• r v others,
o r i ? Rif
n fthey
T ^ af
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must
main unfrectl.'' iiut 1 answer with tho „r. i i-n

re

ticeased
e, 1 Pet.
iv.,1. He that hatiiTiLVb t°ll'srXTh
from sin. And lere he spoke „f Cat'w'ere

yet in the body, but had suffered with, and were made

partakers of the sufleriugs and death of Christ hv a

dydng to sn
i ; throngh whci h every one mLM.astb
' :l
they can come to the resurrection that is in Christ, by
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which, (said Peter,) they obtained the answer of a good
conscience in tlie sight of God, which he calls the haj)-

tism tliat saves. JS'ow some having been partakers of that

death, baptism, and resnrrection of Christ, by wbicJi theycame to cease from sin, and to have an answer of a good

conscience, without olVence ijotii to God and man, (which
none that sin can have,) then may some lawfnlly ex

pect to come to the enjoyment of the same state of free
dom and clearness, as well no\s as formerly without pre
sumption.

Secondly, I answer with the words of the apostle

John, 1 John, iii. 9, He that is horn of God sinneth not,

because his seedai)ideth in him, and lie cannot sin, for he
is born of God. Now, whereas there have been some that

were horn of God, and have been lus cinldren, and they

that were so, had overcome the wicked one, so that he could
not touch them, hut they had kept their "

and unspotted, and that some have been i o n tl^
law of sin and death, and that some

blaraeable and w ithout spot, and had put oft the

wth
i hsi deeds,andhadknm^ithenetyhri h,andcond

by the Holy Spiit call God Father, which things aye all

manifest in the scriptures of Truth, which none can deny,
but those that will deny the scripture AV hy then should

any man question, that the same works ot
should not now again he brought to pass ? And ti c efore it is lawful to expect it without presumption. 1 las

argument being confuted by the experience o the sain s

Thirdly The faith of God s elect is but one in all

ages; and that faith has puriied the hearts of inany m

former ages, and has taught them toAyakl ^vtih God.As

for instafice Enoch walked with God sovera hn^eds
of years Gen v 21, and it w^ould he a horrible thing to

saj-,tl,at 1,0 walkoil «itli God, who,, ho "'"I'-"''' '
as if God walked in a sinful way; lor the prophet said,
the bloody man, nor tlie worker of iiiiqintj, dwells nor

Avalks not with the Lord. But Enoch dwelled and wyilk-

ed with the Jmrd, and did not iniquity ; tor it he had, he
should not have obtained a testimony, that he pleased

the Lord; for sinners and evil doers do not please liiin.
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By faith Noah walked with God, and was a ])veachci'of
righteousness in the old world; 2Pet. ii. Also JiOtin

Sodom ; wiiicii tliey could not have been, if they had been
sinners, except they had been such preachers as tlie

preachers at this day; hut they were owned of God,
though they were mocked of men ; and it is said of them,
that they did inherit the righteousness which they preach
ed. And of Lot it is said, that his soul as well as his

doctrine was righteous. And by the same faitii. Job was

kept in the fear of God in the land of Uzz; Job, i. 22,
for that taught him to eschew evil, by wiiich he obtain

ed a testimony of God, that he was perfect and upright,
whicii no sinner is ; and if lie had not been free from sin,
it would have been false to say of him, that lie eschewed

the evil, and was perfect; and though his trials were
many, yet he sinned not witli his I'ips. neither did he

charge God foolishly. And in the end of all his trials,

God cleared him of having sinned, witnessing that he had

found him faithful, and received a sacrilice iVoiu his hand,

for those zealous iH-ofcssois that had cliavged hint with

sm, tyl.om &od had c eared. And the same faith caused

Ahvaham and .Sarah to he varlakcrsofthe nromUe: and

Abraham tvas a fr.end of (J„d, of „hicl, Christ said, tl.at

none could he, but by lulf.lliog Id, wil; and those that
do so are no sinners. Ami hy this fait),, Moses chose

rather to suffer affliction with tlie people of God, than to
enjoy tlie pleasures of sin, Heb. xi. 25. So, mark, he

left sin and the pleasures, and then he must be Avithout

sin, by Avhich he obtained a testimony that he was a ser

vant of God, which sinners are not. By laith, David's
heart was made after the mind of God, and that is not
sinful, hut Iree rom it, for in him is no darkness at all. By

the same laith the prophets were chosen vessels of God,

and Avere upheld m their testimony for God, till they
came to obtain that testimony, that they Avere the men
and servants of God, Avhich they could not have been,

and Avithal servants unto sin. And the scripture beareth
record of Zachariah and Elizabeth his Avife, Luke, i. 2,
that they were botli righteous before God, not by an ima
gined righteousness, but in regard to their conversation,

Borders of Sjyiritnal Egnjit.

20,1

walking in all the coinmand.s and statutes of the Lord
unblainaliie : Imt if they had been under the jiower of
siu, and not freed from it, they had iieen neither un

blamable nor righteous; but must at least liave trans
gressed some of the commands of the Ja)rd, or else they
could not be sinners. Also Nathaniel, in whom there

was no guile, John, i. -1-8, which could not have, been, if
lie had lieen under the power of sin. And much more

might I write upon this subject, to show, how that many
by this one faith in all ages, have been delivered from
sin, and become tbe children and servants of (roil; and

therefore, those that are partakers of tliis faith in this
age, may hope and expect, that the same work may be

wrouerht in tliem : and this is no presumption. And if

true faitii in themselves

_ Further, let us conshl

sin have to fortify themselves withal; they say, tiiey have
the scripture to plead withal for sin, which certainly was

never the intention of the Holy Spirit, by which it nas

given forth. 13ut, (say tiiey,) it is written in 1 Kings, viii.
115, For there is no man that sMineth not.

Answ. This is very true, neither do I plead, that any

man is free from sin all the days of his hie, (except

Christ,) but have confessed they are all sinners by ia-

bire, until they be changed; and besides, there it is but
spoken of a people that were under the law, ot which
the apostle say.s, that it made nothing iierfect; but, said

be, the bringing in of a better hope did; but the aw did
not purify the comers thereunto, according to the con

science; but when the ollerers had oflered there remain

ed an evidence of sin in the conscience; but what is that

to the Christians, who arc come to know a better hope,
and the lilood that purilieth the conscience ? F or that
same apostle that said, the law made no man perfect,
(under which law Solomon was, as also tliat people con26
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cerning ■whom it was said, there is none that lives and
sinneth not,) notwithstanding the same apostle said, that
it was the bringing in of a better hope that did it. And
what, are these lighters for sin, and sin-pleaders become
so zealous, that they will ratlior deny tlie better hope,
than to cease from sin? If not, then there is a possibility
to be made perfect by tiie blood of Christ, which the
blood of bulls and goats could not do.

Another objection is brought forth, that is, that the
apostle Paul said, that sin lived iii him, and that the
good that he would do, he did not; and the evil that he
woubl not do, that he did.

Answ. 1 iiat I^aul knew the passim^ 'hroM"'h such a

state, is without question, and is not denied;''but this

does not prove at all that he never knew a better state;

or that he never came to perfection, for in that place he
makes mention of three states. First, iiow it was with

him, when he lived without the law of Cod in his liberty

to tight against the Truth, and he thou-lit he migid do

many things against the name of Secondly, be

declares ot his convmcemeut, and how it was with Inm

be should
not
any
more against
the iuth,Tandyet,
not bei
ngdo
whol
ly changed,
he did
things which he knew he ought not, by reason of sin liv

ing and dwelling in lum; and that state he did not call

happy or blessed, (as these blind professors do at this

day, that take up a rest in this state, and say, tliey can
never be redeemed out of it,) for he, speaking of such a

condition, cries out for deliverance, calling it a mise
rable condi ion ; which plainly sl.oweth, that his eye was

upon a fuithei and better state, unto which he also beav-

eth witness; saying, he was made free by the law of the
spirit ol lile, from the law of sin and of'deatii, in which
time he was yet in the body.
Now lyhat reason have these pleaders for sin to believe

that Paul was m all these three states at once? And if
not, why not in the last? seeing the other two are but

foregoing states, leading to the third ; especialy consider

ing the many other testimonies which l»e -ives of his be

ing perfect, and of those that by his ministi^ were brought
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to perfection, saying, concerning;; liiinself. Timotliy and
Sylvanus, wc cam do notliin;; ai^ainst tlie Truth. And in
auotlier place lie lesliiies, tiiat he lias fou-ht a good tight,
kept tiie faith, and llnisheil his course.

fiiiished, tiien iliere was no more to run; and li the iiglit

■was fought, then the enemies were no more ahye, as tliey

were, when sin lived and dwelt in iiim. Again, he says

in another place, we preacii wisdom among them that arc
perfect; that is, after the exiilication and sense ol these
sin-pleaders, we preach wisdom among none, except
among those tiiat are already departed out ot this world,
and gone to heaven. And again, as many of ymii as are
perfect be so miililwl: llc.t is to suy, oltor li.eir ex|i ice.tion^let
thus minded,
before
be dead.
Lsfnone
dearhe
brethren
lie perfect,
andthey
of one
mind,
Again at last,
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himself sufficiently to hglit against ^
liver them, and make them free; but if 'i'^.

were seen and read with that spirit by ^
whicli, it was written; then it would appeal, that this
John was not such a great friend to sin and the devil,
(who is a father of lies,) as they would have him to be;

for In tiie same chapter he had showed beioie, into what
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stale lliey must come, hefoie they can come to liave fello\vslii[) with (rod, viz. to walk in the lij^'iit, as Christ

was in the light; and tiiose tiiat said they had rellowsliip

with God and Ciirist, (as the [)ricsts and [)ioicssors do
at tiiis day.) and did not come to attain onto tiiat state,
to walk in tlie light, hut instead thereof, walked in dark
ness; such, said he, were liars, and did not the Truth.

Now he said, his fellowshi[) was with the Father, and

with the Son; which could not ])e, if he had walked hi
darkness, or was a sinner, or that he liad not walked ia

the light, as Christ was in the light, for then he would

have made himself a liar, if he had been a sinner, when

he said, that he liad fellowship with (iod and Christ.

And therefore it ought to he well uhserved, that .Tohn
speaks there of a sort of men, that were not vet hrougbt

to confess their sins; and if such came to that'conceitand

pride, as to say they had no sins to confess, and so ex
alted themselves above the witness of God that reproved
them, then such deceived themselves. Hut if these that

are so suiful, coine to own that which |.,.i„.s u.em to a

con OSS,0,1 of their sins, then Oo.l is f„iihfu? to forsivo
siich the r sins, and to cleanse then, IVoii, ill ininintv.
^ o i v, w h e n t l i i s i s d o n e , t o i v i , ' < ,

c . r . L , . lu
, !s s
I .n
: and
• ' God
w h ehas
n forgi
t h even
c rit,eand
a t u cl
re
eansed
lias
confessed
am, what na.st U.en hat man say ? must he then say,
hat he has his sin stil, when he has it not ? must he say,

that he IS fil hy and defiled, when he is cleansed from
all that.- This would be a lie; and if he should be

cleansed, f^m all sin he must certainly he cleansed from

lies ; and if it was his duty to confess the work of the

devil, when it was standing in him, whicii were his sins,
may not lie now being cleansed, confess God's work that
has cleansed him, he being cleansed by him freely?
Must he therefore be cried out for a deceiver and here

tic? WIio IS so blind that cannot see, that it is as ser
viceable, as needlul,_and as lawful for a man that has

known the poiver ot God to cleanse him, to confess tliat,
and to bear a testimony to that work, as it is needful and

lawful, when the devil's work is manifested in him, to
confess that, and to bear a testimony against that.

Jjorclers of Spiritual Egypt.

2 0 5

Yet saith Joliii to tliosc tliat were thus washc«l. If we

say tliat we have nut sinned, we make God a liar. It is

as mucii as if lie would say, That even those that are

saved, must coidcss to the power of God, by which they
have been jnilj;ed for sin; and not to exalt tiieniselves
above it, as if they had never sinned, seein;; that the
witness of God testilieth in all, that they have sinned,
and come short of the e;lory of God. So that now the

understanding reader may see, that .lohn hath not written
liere of an im[)ossil)ility of i)eine; delivered from sin, but
absolutely the contrary: namely, that those that cannot
say that tiiey are without sin, may ct)me, by confessing;
tiieir sins, to be cleansed and made free from it; yea,
from all that which is unrighteous. Vet some will say,

that the apostle in that place usetb tlie word ire, as if he

included himself; as if he would say at iluit time, If I

sliould say, that I had no sin, &c.

Answer. This is no luoof at all, because the contrary-

is proved before, to w it, that he had fellow ship with Gotl

and Christ; which no man could have, that walked not

ill the light, as he is in the light; and such may as well,

liy the same manner of speaking, prove .Tames to be a

curser, when he said, AVith the tongue we bless God,

and with it we curse men that are made after the image
of God. And many more such instances miglit be brought
forth of the lamentations and complaints of the prophets,

cnncerniu"- the house of Israel, which is translated so,
in that manner of speaking; which does not prove at all,

that the propiiets were guilty of such sin and rebellion,
of which they complained, !Xeh. ix. Sy, &;c. ITut how
zealous are these pleaders for sin, to find out wmrds

which they think do serve for the upholding of the
kingdom of their master, when there is not one word
that properly belongs, or was written to their purpose,

except that part of it which the devil and his servants,

their predecessors, have spoken or w ritten, and that in
deed may serve them? as I once heard a priest, that was
exhorting the people to employ their time and ability

to gather knowledge, confirming his exhortation vvitli the
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scrii)tiire, viz. Gien. v. Yuu shall he as gmls, knowing
good and evil.

And anoiher, a iVIenist preacher in North Holland,
whilst he was warning the peojile to take heed of being
deceived, he exhorted them to imitate the deaf adders,

Psalm Iviii. d. And so to stop the.ir ears against the voice
of the charmers, that charm never so wisely. So the
one hath his proof from tiie adders, and the other from
the devil. Snch scripture places as these, I do con

fess, that these pleaders for sin may lind to strengthen

their arguments ; hut that which was written hy the mo
tion of the holy spirit of God, is a perfect testimony

against them all; against their work, anil against their
prince.

So having answered their chief ol)jections, which they
draw out oi the scripture; hy which they endeavour to

prove, That none can he free'from sin in this life, con
trary to Rom. vi. 22. 1 make haste to the third great
argument of these captives, which they lay down against
tlieir own treedom.

_ Thirdly, That is, that it is the will of God, to let some

hun
d?
j e"thmxd?^
Answer. If it he the will of God, that his I,est servants

should sin, hen his will is done when they sin. Ami

Avhat reason have any men to he humhled and cast down,

because they have done the will of God? hut rather to

rejoice and he glad that the will of God is done, and
that their will is conformahle to the will of God, that the

will of both can he done together, l^his is a very easy
way to the joy of the Lord, if this brings to that sen

tence, VV ell done good and Ihithful servant, &c. But
wo unto those that are given up to believe this lie.

Again, let the understanding reader, (t mean those that
are weary with their sins, and are willing to he freed,)
consider, (for as concerning the other, they are my op-

posers,) how can God properly he called Almighty?
And how can the work of the conversion of souls pro

perly he called his, if he is necessitated to borrow some-
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thin"- from the devil to kee[) his eliildren hiunhlc Avith:il?

Certiiiiily Ave must coneliKie. that if (>od had a l)etter

Avay to do it, that he would (lo it in the l)est, and not in
the worst way, viz. hy sin ; w hich is so very contrary to
his nature.

But let tiiese sin-pleaders siii)pose, that if God
should stretch fortli his power so far in man, that it

should destroy all the works of the devil, and cast out

sin; and cause his soul to take as -reat delig;ht and joy

in well-doinj;, as ever it had in sin : and should plant

humility as naturally in the soul, as the devil has planted
pride in it: now the ((ue.stion is, whether this [lower that
works this change, he not as able, to keep the creature

in this condition, as to ining him to it, without any help

of the devil, or his work? Hut they will say, To sup

pose a thing that is impossible, is either against reason
or

presumption.

m

n

i

it

I answer, all thin,^ nre possihlc with God, except to

lie • and as concerning this, it is not only possible, but

the' contravy is impossible, because. God hath so often

promised'it", to make a perfect work, and to inisli his

Avork in all them that trust in him. And for this end is
Christ .Jesus come, that he might destroy the devil and
his works And in the. parable lie saith. When he conies

that is stronger, he shall bind the strong man, nml spoil

his goods, and cast him out. I his seems as it C hrist
Who is the stronger, had no need of the devil or his

goods cither, to keep his people humble thereby: but
the apostle said, Tinit tl.ey were kept by the faith,
throu'di the iiower of God unto salvation. Except you

will s'liy as the priests in Scotland say, Cursed is he tli.at
says ikiith is Avitliont sin ; and let all the people say,
anieii. Then tiie Avords of the apostle must be read thus ;

You are keiit by a faith, which is mixed Avith sin, in the

power of God unto salvation. But if you will have it so,

speak it out, as they have done : but seeing yon pro! ess,
that faith is the gift of God, Ave may Avell say, it is able

to cleanse the heart, and to give victory over the Avorld,
aud also over the devil and sin, and then there is no need
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of sin to keep ns humble. For if lininility was a fruit of
sin, it Avould not be so acceptable to God as it is; for
the prophet says, He giveth his grace to tlie luiinhle, and
dwelleth with such as are of a contrite and broken heart.

Again, if a few sins, yea, tJiough they lie but a rem

nant, can keep men humble, then a great deal of sin

must needs make a man more humiile: so then let ns

plentifully sin, that Ave may plentifully be humble. But

God forbid, that such doctrine or such teachers should
go unreproved; for they have e.xalted the work of the
devil iieyond the work of God. And it is because such

teachers have been countenanced that the people have
been led into so much blindness, ignorance, and hardness
of lieart, and that people have wliolly h.s't the hoiic and
expectation of a day of deliverance, and have taken iin

a rest in a sinful and slavish state.

And now, if any come to prcacli the gospel, which
brings deliverance and freedom to the soul, their souls

being in a rest already, (though a false polluted rest,)

such are looked upon as disturi.ers of their rest, and
breakers ot their peace, and such like- even as it was

But blessed be the Lord God of heaven and earth forever,
for he hath brought forth his day of salvation, which many
have longed after, and are longing, and are in travail
that they might come to know it, to whom a sinful state

IS no restinpplace, but is unto them as a strange land,

in which they cannot sing the songs of Sion, but still

have Jerusalem in their remembrance, which is free-born

from above, longing af-ter the day of gathering, that the
Lamb, (and not the changealile priests and teachers,)
may be their light and leader. Unto such I say and

testify in the name of the Lord God of heaven. Lift up

your heads, for the day of your redemption drawcth
High, and deliverance shall come out of Sion, the city

of our solemnity, Isa. xxxiii. 20. And a mighty voice
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shall be sounded foiili from tlie holy mountain, from the

Lord of liosts, and tliose that hear it shall live, and the
dead bones in the valleys shall he enlivened, and tlie joy

of tliat day shall Im greater than tiic joy of the harvest.
Now how, and in what manner these things will be

brought to pass, is a great dispute among many, that are
yet seekiii"- in the carnal wisdom to conceive and com

prehend spiritual things, and so they come to be scat

tered and divided in their imaginations : and therefore,

in the mean time, those that arc become willing to sit

down in quietness, in the light of Christ ,lesus, that
ehoweth every running-out t)f the mind, they come to

feel the pure fear of Cod to be planted in their liearts;
so that they dare not think their own thoughts, nor speak
their own words. And here is the beginning of the true

wisdom, by whicii wisdom it is given unto them, to un

derstand those things which they could not tind out in all
the time of their travail and pains in the fallen wisdom.

And whilst they were hearkening after the difterent

Voices of men, they never could have a certainty ; hut
now hearin"' him by Avhom God speakcth, who is mani

fest within them, whom their ears are inclined unto within;

they come to know certainly that wliicii they know,

through the testimony of the Holy Spirit, who alone is

able to reveal unto those that fear Inm, tlie mysteries of

God's kingdom ; and he shuts them up Irom the wise
and prudent of this world. _

And therefore, you that desire to have an understanding

of thek things, come down from your high-builded

towers of kno^vledge and comprehension, and sit down

in that pure light, that brings a death upon the earthly
wisdom, and become as fools, that you may be wise;

and that wisdom that is so received, shall lead to know
the number of the beast, which the whole world, with
all their academical wisdom, and all the sects, with their

inventions, arc strangers unto at this day, and are carry

ing about with them his name, and the number of it, or

his mark, by wliich they are accepted among men, and

yet do not know what it is ; but when they come to be

wise enough to knmv it, and honest enough to forsake it,
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then tliey will see, tluittlic friendsliip of this world conies
to be broken, anil tlie enmity to work against the Holy
Seed; and the seed comes to arise and liruise the head of the

enmity, and to nail it last to a cross till it die, and then

comes freedom, tlien there is war no more, then there is

peace on earth, and notbing but good-will towards oil
men, yea, to enemies. Tlien anguisli and sorrow flee
away, and the perfect love of God casts out fear, and

there is death no more; but that whicii is overcome by

immortality. Blessed and happy are all they that come
to know that state, and Idessed are they tiiat believe and

Avait to enjoy it; and blessed is that hope which leads
thereunto.

Now, as concerning the chief matter of this treatise,

to wit, concerning the reign of the devil among men,

there is yet one thing worthy to be considered, of which

there is made mention in the scriptures of Truth, in
which it appears, that in the beginning and setting np

of the reign of Christ, the everlasting gospel was

preached, and that many thousands ha(l believed and

obeyed It, so that they came to be witnesses of the king
dom of Christ; and that the devil was cast out, de
throned, and put under their feet; and some were made

priests and kings to God. I say, after all these things

aloresaul, there came an apostacy from the faith, by which
ail tliese things afore-mentioned wei*e brought forth; and
of that apostacy Paul prophesied to the Thessalouians:

and John by the Spirit saw, how that the devil should

get a great dominion over men, by many changeable
means and ways executing his power, as a dragon ; then

as a strange beast with seven heads, and ten horns; at

another time, as a little beast with two horns; then with
an image; and then with a whore, &c. And that the

Almighty God has set and appointed a time, a certain

time, to this dreadful, dark, changeable government, and
gave John to know, that it should last and continue but
one thousand two hundred and threescore days or years.
And this is a set time, and hath its beginning, and its
ending; but the kingdom of Christ, and also his priest
hood, are both after the power of an endless life.
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Kow, seeing that tliis last power which the devil has

gotten, is but to continue his appointed time, why should
any be his friend so far, as to say, that it must continue
always, and tliat it must never come to an end; and that

people no way fan get freedom from under his tyranni

cal power? Certainly tliese inen that plead so strongly

for his continual reign and jjower, liave more reason and

understanding tliairthcy use. As for instance, suppose
that one luuriiired a lionse or farm of another for seve

ral years, and tlie years being come to aji end, that man

to whom that house or farm I)elongetli, has a desire to
live in it himself; and tlie in-dweller not being willing,

and they both slionld come to one of these sin-pleaders,

to hear his judgment and determination, I believe they
Would soon say to tlie in-dweller, thou must depart, tlie
other is the landlord, and thou hast liad thy full time,
and he now desiring to have his house, he must have it;

and especialy if the in-dweller was come into the house
as a thief in a dark night, and had kept it by violence,

and had brought no profit to the landlord at all. And
this is properly the cause between God and this prince

of darkness for he has possessed the inheritance of God,
and ruled over it, not to the advantage of the Lord, but
to his disadvantage and dishonour; and yet these men

Will not do so much right to God as they will do to their

neighbour; but on the contrary, they say, that this usur
per or thief, that has stolen away the hearts of men from

their Creator, must set there as long as there is a man
npon the earth, and not any man redeemed. Oh ! blush
for shame, ye hypocrites, can you make a diflierence be
tween good and evil among men, ami Avil you not judge
for God^ Come, take your books into your hands, and

read the'number of the years, it is called 1260 days ;
reckon after the reckoning of the ancients, 30 days to a

month, and see whether that does not make out 43

months; and see whether 43 months does not make a
time, times, and half a time; and see what things are or

dered to be in those different times; and see whether you
can find out the beginning of those times that so you may
find the end of them: for all those that had their confi-

2 1 3

An Alarm sounded in the

dence in the nuiubev of the ye:ir 1000, are now confound
ed, ashamed, and their hope is fiiistvatcd. And now it

is high time to wait upon the Lord, to get an under
standing and knowledge whicli makes not ashamed.

><ow, the first tiling to he considered, to the opening

of this tiling is that the first appearance of tliis man-child,
that Avas horn in heaven hy a woman, that was clothed
with the sun, and had her feet upon the moon, and was

crowned with the stars: the first, 1 say, that appeared

against this child, was a great red dragon : mark, this
Avas no substitute under the ilevil, hut was the devil

liimself; though he appeared in heaven, as you may sec

Iie\. xii. 13, and he it is that has given power to all

those that have persecuted this woman, or her seed; but
as long as he Avas in heaven, he Avas no perfect persecu
tor; there he had no power, hut only to he an accuser of

the brethren, ami therein he luisicd himself night and
day. But hy this it is evident, that there Avas a power

over him, to which he accused them, and so long they
could not sing; but when he was cast out with his au-

ge s, nm icy sung, now is salvation come, and poAver,

and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ;
for the accuser of our hretiiren that accused them day
and night before our God, is cast down, &c.

But then wo unto them that dwell on earth, where the
devil got his poAver, that is, in the earthly ground; there
he rules with great Avrath, anger and fury, and indigna
tion, pei'secuting the Avoman, and the least aiipearance of
her seed; and because he cannot do harm enough of
himself, he goes and makes him a sulistitute. to Avit, a
beast with seven heads, and ten horns. Mark, just
the iumher of his own heads and horns, only he came
out of the pit, and this out of the sea or Avaters, of which
waters you may read in llev. xv. I7, that they are peo

ples, tongues, languages, and nations; and out of them

came this strange beast, which the devil counted Avortliy
to have his perfect poAver, because he kncAV that he Avouhl

do his work for him to purpose; and he received his
power for the space of forty-tAvo months; and his first

work Avas to persecute the saints. Secondly, to set up
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the woi'sliip of tlic devil. Thirdly, to l)riiig the dread of
this seveii-lieaded beast over tlie w iiolc cai-th. Fourthly,

to blaspheme the name of Ciod and his tahernaclc, and
them that dwell therein. And liflhly, to make people be
lieve, that there is no overcoming of his power. And
these works are s[»read, and carried on by three unclean
spirits, which came forth out of the month of the dragon,
beast, and false prophet, over all kindreds, nations,

tongues, and people, and there were none able to resist

them, except those whose names were written in the hook

of the life of the jjamh. And as concerning them, be
cause they would not receive the mark of tlie beast in

their forehead, or right hand, they must be banished, and
must not have liberty to buy or sell; and those that would

worship nothing but a living substance, and not an image,
though it w as alive, those must be killed; and when
that sort were all killed and banished, and the whole

world being hrought, sometimes to worship the dragon,

sometimes to worship the beast that had as many heads

and horns as the dragon himself; and then to Avorship a

little beast with tAVo horns, that came out of the earth;
and then to AVorship the image ol the old seven-headed
beast: Avhen, 1 say, that all things upon the Avhole earth

Avere thus disposed, then Avas it as the devil Avonld Jiave
it; for noAV had every one subjected himself unto bis
poAver, and received that name or mark, or the number
of the substitute, and admired his great poAver ; and set

him up as the chief among men, Avhom none could oA'ercome, except some fcAV, tlnit had the Avord of God itself,

(for the other had the scripture,) and durst seal their

testimony against the dragon and false prophet Avith their
blood ; and because these Avere but a feAv, and Avere soon
killed, they being dead, there Avas a joyful and merry
Avorld; the devii Avas Avell pleased, and they did send
their gifts to one another abundantly ; and those that had

been most busy, and serviceable to kill the Avitnesses,
(that dared to speak of another kingdom or dominion,
besides that of the dragon and beast,) they had the great

est gifts. And in those days there Avas no prophesying,
but in sackcloth, and that did not continue long neither,
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"but the prophets -were killed, and being dead, their dead
bodies were kept ai)ove the earfli, and "weie more es

teemed than tiieir living testimony, for that plagued
all the \vorshii)pers of the beast.

So in such a time have the nations been so long, that

they are so used to the power and reign of the devil, that
they plead for it, as if he liad an undouhted right there

to. And, if the devil might speak himself, lie would not
desire of the world to rule any longer than the world
alloweth him; and they have forgot that it is hut to con
tinue forty-two months, whilst the man-child was caught
up unto God, and whilst his mother was in the wilder

ness ; and ajso, that it was to he expected that both
should appear again in their appointed time.
But whilst it was thus with the world, viz. that the
true church was not to be found upon earth, hut was lied
away, as upon eagles' wings ; and that he that ought to

rule over all, was caught up into heaven ; and that the

devil was in his place, the old ser[)(int ruling and giving
his power to whom he pleased, to a great beast, or 11111^
beast, or to a whore, or to any thing like him. And
whilst great and small, high and low, bond and free, did

wonder at his power, and were ready to worship any one
that had his power; let those whose eyes are open, hut
consider in what a lamentable state the miserable world

then was, and whetlicr that ahoiiiination that made the

world desolate of God. and all good order, was not then
set up in the holy place, where it ought not. And was

the world without a religion, or without a profession of

God and Christ in those days ? No: they bore a profes

sion of Christ that is nnchaugeable, in all their change

able Avays; and this Avas a time of gladness to many.
And they had many sorts of religions, and Avhen they
came to be weary Avith one, the devil furnished them Avitli

another. And when they had been exercised a long time

in the aforesaid worships of the dragon, the seven-headed
beast, the little beast, and of the living image, then there
came forth yet a deeper mystery of iniquity than before,
the mother of all these abominations; she shoAved her

self, not as a despised whore, but as a queen decked Avith
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scarlet, purple and precious stones ; and that vcrv heast,
which none could overcome, Init the whole world had

wondered after it, he liimself must he under lier commaiul, and must carry herui) and down upon the waters,

which are peoples, lands, tongues, and languages. And
tills w hoie has another design upon the poor hlind world,

(mark,) she comes witli a preparation to make all drunk,
that thev might not make use of their senses, to bethink
themselves where they Avere; and that they might not

have any suspicion against any thing, she furnishes her

self with a golden cup, Avhich there w as none that had
any thing against it, hut every one could well receive it;

and this was hut to deceive them, for any |)otsherd of the
duiin-hill had heen good enough, (yea. a hog's trough

had heen too good,) to drink that out ol which she had
to "-ive them. "j5ut she must give her drink to kings and

princes, and noliles, and captains, and merchants, and to

all sorts of men ; so she prollered tliem her cup, and they
have all drank: hut what have they drank? her wdiorc-

doms, fornications, and all ahominations of the earth.
How'much ? Till they were drunk. AVhat did they then?
They committed fornication with her; they were drunk

of ahominations, and the whore was drnnk with the blood
of the saints and witnesses of Jesus : and yet the name of
Jesus Avas still professed upon earth ; that Avas not per
secuted • hut those Avere persecuted, that Avitnessed Jesns

himself'that takes away sin; such were persecuted; for

she hein°" the mother of whores, and having nothing to

proiler to her customers hut ahominations, she. could not
endure to hear, that sin Avhich is an abomination to the
Lord, should he taken aAvay, and that men should live

witho'ut sin, and he perfect; tor if so, then she must be

childless, and as a Avidow, and must lose her high place
on the top of the heast, and then they Avould not be so
drunk of her cup, would not tend to her advan

tage; therefore, if any came to be witnesses of Jesns him

self, she drank the blood of such ; but if they Avould be

content to driTdc her cup, and so Avould please themselves

with good and precious words, and in the mean time
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drink in her abominations, then they might live and
llourisli as long as she tlourislied.
iintalas! \vliat do yon think, tliat read with under
standing, was tiic state of ti)e world in those days? AVas

it not liigh lime tliat |)lagnes, indignation, and vengeance
should be |)oured out upon tliis bloody a\ bore, and upon
the seat of the beast upon which slie did ride., and upon
the whole earth, which had committed fornication with

her? Is it not high time tliat tiie carjienters slionld come,

Zach. i. 20, to cut oft these horns? For at that time the

power of darkness was spread over all, and the will of
the devil was done, and his one thousand two hundred
and sixty yeai^, were prosperous to his kingdom, and he

u w la le pleased. And if any spoke against him, and

against his kingdom, he would have them killed, and
len Ins whore would drink the lilood of such ; and there
was none left, neither great nor small, neither bond nor

tree, high or low, neither young nor old, but they had
submitted thenise yes all of them, and said, who is like
iin.^ none are able to overcome him; it is impossible to

be made tree from under his power; Im mus rei-n as

long as we live; it is possible for us, (ciy they ) tom'eric t e 1 Ids .se up in us, tiiat is impossible, and there

fore it is in vain to trouble ourselves about it, and we

r iTun'' it, seeing we liave drank

plish
it ' ^ iQipossible to perforin or accomAnd thus has the whole world been bewitched, in the

time ^vhen t e dev.l reigned. And will he and his ser-

vants make us belm.ve, that it must continue so always?

T,hougi _ } other time Was given liim. but such
as was limited, and in tlm end of that time we under-

stand there is a great alteration to come to pass; to wit,

that the church, the true woman, must come out of the

wilderness again ; the man-child must come down again,
and appear upon earth, and rule the nations with a rod
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of iron, and the whore must be judged; that sorroAV,
death and famine must come upon lier in one day; and

that ten kings slioiild agree togetlier, to burn her ilesh
with tire; and that the smoke of her torments slioultl

ascend to lieaveti; and tlien the dragon, tlie beast, and

false prophet, tliat had still preacheil |)eace, though it

Avas so, as abovesaid, they must all be taken, whilst they

are yet alive in this Avork and in their power, anil
he cast into tlic lake of tlie wrath of Cxod, which burn

etii for ever; and these ininces, and captains, and mer
chants, and inhaliitants of the cartli, must howl and la
ment because of tliis great alteration.

And therefore seeing tliat such a time is lawfully to
he expected, in which the devil, the old serpent, may bo
thrust out of his dominion; and that then the time of joy

and rejoicing will be for the upright, it is worth the
spending of our labour and time, to find out tbat time,
that so it may not come over us, and Ave see it not, nor

know it, and so lei it pass by, as the .lews did, doting
mid waiting for it, as a thing which is yet to come, as
they do at this day; Avhen almost two thousand years are
past, since the thing has come to pass.

Now, you know the .lews had a prophet, Avho told

them the time Avhen the Alessiah should come, aforehand, to Avit, Daniel, as you may see, Dan. ix. 24-, &c.
where he told them, that it Avas seventy Aveeks that Avere

tletermined upon the people, and upon the city, and that
the Holy One should be anointed. Noav, this Avas not
such a great mystery to them; they kneAV it Avas com
mon to reckon a day foi' a year among the prophets ; so
that that time was but four hundred fourscore and tea

years that the vision should be scaled, and the daily sa

crifice taken aAvay, tlie city be made desolate, and the
anointing of the Holy One, and the Messiah be slain

for the sins of the people. And since the time that the
command Avas gone forth to build Jerusalem again, in

Which time the seventy Aveeks had their beginning, it is

aboA'e tAvo thousand years ago; the city is since builded

again, and also made again desolate, and the daily sa
crifice taken aAvay, and the [u-iuce of the people that then
2 8
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came, viz. Titus Vespasian the lloinan, lias destroyed
the sanctuary, and the destruction of it, was with an over
flowing to the end of the war; and yet all tiicse tilings
cannot convince them, nor niahe them believe that the
Messiah is come, or that it was he wliom their forefathers
have killed as a blaspliemer.

Now, that we, after such clear propliecies of the set

ting up of the kingdom of Christ, and dethroning of the
devil, sin and Antichrist, should not come to be surpris

ed with the same blindness and hardness of heart; Ictus

have a strict observation of the times, that we may not

fight against the appearance of Truth, and put it far away
from us, and say, the days are not come yet, in which

the pouring out of tlie Spirit can be witnessed ; and that^
the knowledge of God must cover llie earth as the waters

cover the sea; and that the gosjiel must be preached
again unto those that dwell upon the earth, and that the

Lamb and Ids saints must have the victory over the dra
gon and his angels. For, such as put the day so far

from them, are in one and the same error with the Jews,
and do not understand the times better tlian thcv do;

and so are persecuting the true appearance of that which

they seem to expect, and to pray fov^, (as the Jews did,)
becau.se it does not appear in their way to answer their
carnal expectations, that desi)ise the day of small things:

but from such arc the mysteries of the kingdom shut up,
and are revealed unto those that fear the Lord.

Now to understand these things, let every one coine
to read the prophecies in a measure of that spirit, by

which they were given forth, and that same opens the
prophecies, and without it every one understands only
according to his own fancy or private judgment. The
apostle said, there should come an apostacy from the

faith; that is, from the true Christian faith. Now^, vvheii
was that? And who are they that are thus apostatized,
or fallen away ? Ask the pope, and tlie whole Roman
Catholic church, and they will tell y^ou, that the pro
phecy points at Martin Luthei-, Z uinglius, Q^colampa-

dius, Calvinus, Menno Simonis, and other heretics, that
have rent many nations from the true apostolic faith, and
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the ancient Christian clinrcli, the infallible foniulation

and pillar of Trntli, kc.
Ask tiie bisliops of Kni:;lan(l, and the presbyters in

Scotland, the pfarberrcn or pastors in Denmark or Swe
den, and predicants in the Low Countries, and they will

tell you, that this i)rophecy signilietii the general apos-

tacy from the apostolic faitli and order in tiie church of
Christ, to the pope and popisii exercises, and institutions
over all Christendom. Again, ask them, who among
themselves continue as yet in the true apostolical faith

and religion ? Then the Lutheran pastors will say, we
do; and tlierefore cry they join with us. No, say the

bishops in England, we will prove that the apostolical
church had bishops, and that the apostle said, he that de

sires the odice of a bisliop, he desires a. good work ; and
therefore we are they that are the true church, according

to the lirst institution. Then say the presbyterians and

Dutch predicants, the bishops in the primitive churches

Were not such as you are, but such as we are, whose care
Was over the ilock, and did teach and rule in ecclesiasti

cal matters, but not in councils and parliaments, as yon
do; therefore you arc fallen, from the primitive state.
And now, at last, what says Truth of these, and all

others who deny that faith which purifies the heart, and
can cleanse the "conscience from sin, and can give victory

over the world? This was the faith which Paul preach

ed that was nigh in the heart; and tlierefore all those

that say, tiiat the heart of a time believer cannot be made
clean, nor that he can come to live without sin, nor to have
a purified conscience; and all those that deny the word

of faith in the heart, and ^biast to be the rule, and set

up another rule, and another faith, and another founda
tion for it, than the apostle set up ; all such are hillen
from the faith, and are not apostolic, but Antichristian :

and when the man of sm comes to be revealed, they aviII

come to be revealed with him, and fall with him, and with

Babylon the mother of them all; great will be their fall
ill

that

d a y.

.

There is yet another prophecy of Christ, when lie

said, When you see the abomination of desolation stand-
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ing ill the holy place, where it ought not, then let not

liim that is in Judea tlee uiito the mouutaiii ; nor he that

is in the iield, go back to fetch his clothes ; nor he that

is on the house-top, come down to take any thing out of
Ids iioiise, &c. Mat. xxiv. lit. And said he further,

ver. 23, 2-1, Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo,

here is Christ, or there, believe him not, &c. signifying

plainly, that when the abomination of desolation should

be set up, that the people would notwithstanding uot
•want divers sorts of teaciiers of the name of C hrist. What

were they made desolate of, by the setting up of this
abomination, seeing they were not desolate of a profes
sion of Christ in divers manners? They were desolate

of the power and presence of God in all their holy places,

(as they called them,) where this abomination was set

up; eien as Christ said to the Jews, when they had
made the house of prayer to be a den of thieves; then
said he. Your house is left unto you desolate. Mark, it

was not then desolate of people, of congregations, of re-

liof
pons
andforworshi
; butnot
it was
desol
ate ofthere.
the presence
God;
thatpwas
to be
found
So that
n r r ,ny H
v wshould
V - have .power over
o f their sin
lie 1' the,>

and lusts, and which niakes the ministers and teachers

desolate of the spirit of God, by which they should have

been led to preach the gospel; this abomination has been

set up a long time, and made the people and nations as
a wilderness ; and this has been since that time, that the
Christian religion has been carried on and maintained by

the traditions of men. Then came the poison to be poured

out into the church, and thereby it is come to be so swelled
and big, that it can comprehend in it the tyrannical and
persecuting princes, proud and rebellious bishops, wicked
men-slayei's and murderers, unclean, wanton and drunken

people ; they have all room enough in it: and since that

time it is counted heresy, that any should make a pro

fession of being purified and cleansed; and from that
time it may be reckoned, that the abomination of desola

tion has been set up. And, therefore, let us consider how
long it is yet to stand, belbre the devil comes to be cast
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out, and tlie temple of (iod l)c cleaimed, and tlic filth of
abomination lie iiiuned up, that the God of heaven may

again delight in his sanctiiavy, and that the earth ma^

not for ever he empty of his presence, but that he may

be found of those that seek him, and lie heard of them
that arc mourning after him.

Now John saith, tiiat tliis time of desolation was to
continue a lime, times, and half a time, that is, three

years and a half, or three times twelve months and six
months, that is, forty-two mouths, or one thousand two

hundred and sixty (iays: which times are agreeing to

gether in one, and do iierfectly fuliil the time of the res-

foration of the church, and of the coming down of the

righteous Judge, whose right it is to rule over men; for
to^him are the Gentiles given for an inheritance, and the
ends of the earth for a possession. And that time doth

also perfectly fulfil the time of the power of the beast ;
for these times do all agree together, and as they had

their be"-inuing about one and the same time, they must

also have their end shortly after one another, because
they are like one another. .

Noav to tlud out the cud of those tunes, the beginning
must be first known ; now tiie daily sacrilicc was taken
awav Ion"* before the abomination, that made tlie earth

desolate, was set up; but from that lime tj.at both should
be fulfilled said the angel to Daniel, there should be one
thousand two hnndred and mnety days. It,at is tliiriy

moi-o t),an John writes of. Now tlie ahoininntion of
desolation was not set u|i m lie time of Christ; tor, said

lie, iidieii you slnill see it set up, &c. speaking as ot a

thin- that was liot yet come to pass; and the apostle
said' There shall come an apostacy from the faith ; that

slmvU that it was not yet come, neither did it come till

sevS iundreds of yeavs after ; for the true Christians

suffered many cruel and grievous deaths for the Chris
tian faitli; so that they did not tail away, hut eiidiiretl
to the end, and were saved, and so long the earth was

not desolate. But when that faith was lost, which did.

support in sufferings, and that the Cliristiaii religion,

(which was the holy place,) came to be corrupted by
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pridc; covetoiisiicss, persecution and worldly pleasures,
ease, and (he delie;lits and honours of this world ; then
the ahoinination was set up, that made the earth deso

late. And reckon from that lime, one tliousand two iumcl-

red and sixty years, and add to it these thirty years, of

which the an^el spoke to Daniel, Dan. xii. 11, and see
whether we he not ahout the forty-live years, of winch
tiiere is made mention in tiie twelfth verse, where the
an-el having spoken of the one thousand two hundred and

ninety years, adds, Dlessed is lie tliat waiteth, and coineth

t.) the thousand three hundred and tliirtv-live days : sigmfyins llu>t tliere „,„st l,e ('ime of

ai d waiting (,„■ tiic Idessed resloiation, vvldcli was pio-

loousaiKl ll„oo luMuliod i|,i,.ty Uvo, whid, arc forty-

f

11 " "

liiit tlds i-ool' wlsiloiii, let liiiii reckou :

the a , f ?oT""^ " ."'"l>>"l":"<led io arill.melic, or

t isd, L orrtd S i " l,e co„ecived hyilie
Wisdom ot this Avorld : hut snrli no- i ji • i

which coinelh 0„,|, they ' V'™, ""i " ""l
hefore tlie sivincg a,„l to withhold .1" ° t
is to such I write: for I'have le:w,,.,

from the dogs. w 111,1,01,1 tl.o cliil,hen's hrcad

And hj what is here said, it sumcicntly anncars• first,

that this intruder or usurper, called the devil, satau', dra'
D'oii-

f\v

A

nrw>liiMof

L.w,

i

,

,

,

_

^

'

vealcl to several of the servants of God. iCl :;,"tl,rt
the ■'PI'"'"!" , »f 1"'' Sovernments is nigh come to
be expected .iflc, the end of his reign. And sixthly,
that none can come to enjoy tliat blessed time and bless
edness nor sing lie song of joy and deliverance, hut
those that patiently wait upon tlie Lord in the days of

an end. 1* '"''j' ' "mre is a blessed day ,?„d lime to

tribulation ; and have that hope to see the salvation wliicll
conieth out of Sion.
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\iul therefore for conclusion, I shall say this, that all

those that feel themselves in bondap nnder this pnpe ot

darkness, in what manner soever it be, and are not m ilvo? your bonda-e, and wait in bis [mre ii^o I'l .voni'

liir to remain so always : lielieve but m him that show eth
own consciences, which discovers darkness ami the prince

of it; and then'yon wil feel a

tliat von may lie delivered, as 1 myselt ha e It it. 1 .lohn,

iii 3 Ami tiiis hope will lead to a daily washinp; and

nmifvin-, and to a daily criicifyin- and inorti yii- ol

L c^rtkiv mrmhcs. A.iii ii.is I'"!": :
ill thee it will iirini;; tliee to an experience o being deli

ve";; i'nt::,;;., / r ".f sin, wl..n U.■0„l „r : ;„„„t „f Truth cum« to he

sooi, to an em , a cluu.se to be

set 01. ... t u.e . ■'»' ,.a,,ilv ,„„1 outwiuill.y ; mul so
rvrong it .1.j, tl.e'il.tiu.lee or usi.rl.er, to be

eo,,iesl..ski..p
a.ult theu
l e s s e n e d , fim.
rst "m
j s ^ ll.oo
, A .a.o.esl
r u a r d ,toI rsec
oiu

that change
that
change in thonsaiul,
aiiothei , and
„,,,i so
so forth,
forth, more
more

one to ten, u.nce of the wicked comes to he

and more, until ^ righieousness, and the

u-hoUy laid ";;»,;;,;'„Jo
' i:,.Ui3osL our Lord comes to
xeigo ami gor cdiich my soul lot.gs and tra.ails
be set uj. .1. 'be ma 'I' ^

for; atul so 1 k .0 11 H,,,, |„.„ud and

tins IS ' y'"'.;" ' of |,yi,oclitos. of .vital sort or

presumptnoos ge, c at li.ey may l.c,
name, or in .. bat , ,|°o„,,o,vcs onto Ibis prince

who not only have snbiccttu i called the

of darkness, all .m must
devil and satan but ^ tbat there is
do SO, and continue so all tneii u,m^,

no remedy nor help against it ; and so dein the po^\er
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of Grod, and lead the people to trust in a lie. But tlie

day of the power of God is come, and the refuge of lies

IS swept away; and the deliverance and victory of the
Lamb is known unto many; to wiiom, and to the evcr-

jhearts
asting of
God,
the operati
of the
Holy Spirpraises,
it in the
theby
redeemed,
beonsung
everlasting
thanksgiving, renown, honour and glorv, and dominion

f o r e v e r.

POSTSCHIPT.

There comes something further up in my heart con-

Tntoyfu S""' commumcHe

c,iT'S'""'""'' 'i""" cominonly
it is
S'l : and lliat wccanNow all tlioso tl«t believe ti.ere i a ?'n 1 m' , V'

lieve that he is tl,e Fountairof I ^

7,n/o nil /i.nh i:,-n ""'".aio ot Jjiie, and gives life

,evalso
e behove,
f" "•«'that
l«lieve
(hat
Uiereisa
(leevil
vii, they
he is the
author
anil origi
nal of sin; as Chnst Saul, Wl,en l,e speaks a lie, he

„ vhf li? ' '"i '•"= " » fo'l'or or lies,

hfv?ves
NoiV
he giv es hfe rtooHlCr
no man, fowickcihieSS.
r that comes of Goil; and
he
hnvin,, made them live, then comes the devil, and be
lays tl'o" tin And now are men and women
become
such fools, that they seek to bind together inse- •
parahly tlia vvhicli is o[ g„,\, „ilh that whid, is of the
devi
l; and tha m great foo ishness; for what fellowship
has Christ with Belial or light will, darkness ? So alsi

the life of men, (simply considered in itself,) has no fel

lowship vvitli sin; for they come fortl, of two different

originals; and he, who is the original of life, is stronger
than he, who is tlie original of sin: and though ho has
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brought in sin, and has corrupted nature, (whicli first
Was pure,) by sin ; and men in that corrupt nature, do
abuse tiieir life, which they have from God, to his dis

honour, and to their own perdition; yet that lite is not
so joined unto sin, that they are inseparable. J^or,
thoueh it be true, that men cannot sin, it they live not;

yet i! is not ti-uc to say. That if men sin not, then they
cannot live; for the life that some lived, they lived hy the
faith of the Son of God, Gal, ii. SO, and that is m doimnion over sin, and over the devil, the author of it.

There is another common position, that we must In e

in sin, so long as we do carry about with us this body

of sin and death; meaning tins substantial and coiporal
body; alleging tlie words of Paul, Rom. yii. -1.
Now this is also a hlind and foolish position, as if the

rfault
u eof
11all• sii
no, avhirli
tiievon
commit,
were inthe
tlieliod^,
nvliereas,
the contrary,
body,

or the menihers of it.Jh , j

(smiily in f "aVn-ether liassive, having no wil

body IS done. as nstruinents, that are orin the members ; but imy .. ^ q i

dered or disposed of according to the ot

of H.O dpvll • the one or the other being set up to lu e in

the will and iniiid of the creature; and
no power to do, or leave undone, any

receive it by the will or is made to

Also, there, is no menibei . tl,ey are
serve
the Lo«l, an^^J'|™ „f God,
'-11winf■the.
devil; yea, and
and they
aremore
more
as to fuiai the
J service,
have

proiierly .1. ' a S'' P'" 1,,^ service of the devil;

|oy
and
f'-aoilom
>MI'» „|,ieh
the
for the
service
"f ' as >1.
is afoiesaid;
and those
creature IS led captn e uy e •„ «nd death.
that cal the corporal bodies, the bodies of y" ^1
'
tthat
hey pleas
ase tlong
he devilas
wc 1they
enough;
!«
so[»'■believe,
^

remain in them without hindevance, Y'™
' f If bdn- the

are led out to suspect their O""If

canse of all sin and evil which they commit, winch ho.
dies ar e move lit to serve God ; hut are capable to be giv-
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en up by the Avill aiul aiFeclioiij to serve citlier God or

the devil; as is manifest by the words of Paul, Kom. vi.
19, As ye have yielded yourselves servants to uncleaii-

ness, and to iniquity, unto iniquity; even so now yield
your members servants to righteousness unto holiness.

Now here every one may see, tliat the same members,

that before were given up to serve unrighteousness, must

now be given up to serve righteousness. TMark,] tliey
bad tbem still, they did not say, we M ould M e Avere de

livered from these members and bodies, (that were used
to commit sin,) that so mc might come to be made free;

but the apostle said plainly, that they were free from

sin, and M^ere become servants unto rigliteousness, and
that therefore they should give up their members to the
ZoTn 1 them free, as formerly they
A 1 these
+1 °peopl
" "i"e !ithatbrouglit
bondage.
And
so compltiiem
ain agaiinto
nst thei
r oM'i bo
dies, calling them the old man, tlie body of sin and death,

Z wbT? ' understand the apos-

Iand
p feet,
o nand pull
f tout
e their"eyes
" " and
' Ar '1"?i ,^ '^p1?
T
I suppose not. But how ndll ^ ,
of the apostle, except tiicy find out'^-f n i i*^

tTe'daily
the
^daiciOSS.
lv B't,But
whithechajiostle
o.ight\o\,rcruci
hath named lthe
fedmemwiti

beis of that body, which must he mortified, Col. ii. 5,
to wit, fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil

Z'ZZTVZ
whichblasphemy,
is idolatry,
ver.
8, an^ei, width, malice,
filthy coiniiuinication out « your mouth, and lying one to .another, &c.
these aie t^e members that make up that body which is
caHed the body of the sins of the tlesh, Colos. i. 11, and
this IS a tlesh which God has not made; for that
which he hath made, that is good, and it is for himself and
not for sill, 4 Coi. \i. 13. And though the devil hath his
seat 111 the heart, commanding the members of the body

do his will, yet the same members could serve to do

the wil of God, if the devil were cast out, and truth and

righteousness Averc set up in the heart; and then these
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sin-plcadei's would come to see, that the fault was not
iu theii' bodies, but in their corrupt hearts, aud that there
is anotlier body to be put oft", before they can come to do
the will of fxod, and not the corporal body, wbich G-od
has created to serve bim.

And besides tbat, tbese people show themselves to have
but little love to God ; that all his kindness and mamfold mercies cannot draw them to serve him; but on the

contrary, they wil serve his greatest enemy, as long as

they have meinbers to serve him withal, using those mem-.
hers which God has given them, against iiim aud his or

dering; aud if lie will not permit it so to be, be must
take away those members again; even as if there was no

other remedy to put an end to sin; that is as mucli as to
say, if the Lord will not liave them to swear, to he, or
to speak evil, he must make them dumb; and » ho ;viU
not have them to do bad works, lie must make tl em

lame; and if he wil take away ^hoiv life from theuM

they wil leave oil'sinning, but not sooner: jea, icv can

not endure to hear of putting oil sin ; (^4^
they,) is the grand error of the quakers, to speak ol ocas

ing to sin, before we cease to live.
Oh! where is the sense of the love of God, tl at

people should feel in their hearts siied abroad to God,

to constrain them unto obedience ? aelth L"

gers thereunto, and the c^ they
be

be

the Lord, that faith is now manifested, that ^iNeth
toy, and ain.pleaders b.d„s, «

Jeto
' pevtoto
i , | thsi fie
l , Ue
ju

U
l ey have nt need of Cn
il st to be theri bavo
i m , as "f the
sanation by Christ, and a perfect and pure ^
consistent with one another. Ye fools hnd bbn^ hiMW

ye not that al good and perfect gifts come f.om I e Coid^
and that none can come to Pcc'eclion, but by Ins glto

And if God ho the giver, is it not then by giace. \V lieie

are works thou ? But these pleadm's for s.ii, are as great

strangers to the salvation which is m Christ Jesus, as
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they are to perfection, otiierwise they would gee their

ignorance. "When Clirist said to his disciples, Be ye per

fect, as your Father wiiich is in heaven is perfect; that is

as much as to say, (according to explanation of these

people,) there is your command, when that is done, you
have no need of me. And the apostle spoke wisdom
among them that are perfect, but uot such wisdom, (or
rather foolishness,) as this, to persuade them, that they
had no need of Christ to be their Saviour, because they

were come to perfection; but, on the contrary, he said,

that he could do all things, (then he could be perfect,)
but not as of himself, Imt through Christ that enabled him;

and those that come to a perfect state, they know that
their salvation is not of tiieir works, how good and pure
•soever tiiey may he, hut merely by grace through Jesus
Christ, and that m respect of these three following ob

servations.

®

1. i^irst. That it was the appearance of Christ Jesus,

who IS the powev of God, that has I,taught them off from

them sm and imperfection; and timt tlfey l.avc not left
ol God, as the apostle did. Tit. ii. u . ^ ti.p l.ore

o f G o d t h a t hs r i^1%
n g e tdiiou,
l i s a lliath
v a t i apiicaved
o n I n fi ' uuto
i f 'all
u

men, teach n., us, that denying ungodliness and worldly
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in
this present world, feo here you may see, that it is the

appearance of the grace of God that leads to perfection;
and this perfection is not yet a perfect salvation; for

those that have ,t, may fall from it again, and so not be
saved, but those that endure to the end shall be saved.
*. u C^hrist w ho is tlie preserver and

keeper unto the end those that trust in him ; and the

apostles testily, that those that were delivered from the
corruption ot this world, must know him to be their

keeper, that had gathered them out of the world; and
therefore said J ude in his epistle, ver. 24, Now unto him
that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you
faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding
joy, &c. And Peter testifieth, l Peter, i. 5, You are kept
by the power of God through faith unto salvation, ready
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to be revealed in the last time. And Paul testifietli, that

the keeping is by Jesus Christ, Phil. iv. 7- So liere you
may see, that the bringing to tlie state of perfection, and
the keeping from falling from it again, is both the work
of Christ; and yet, this is not a perfect salvation; for this
does not put away the former sins.

3. But Thirdly, Whoever comes to perfect salvation,
he comes to know Christ to be an offering for sin, and to
obtain reconciliation with God, and forgiveness of bis

former sins : for all the holy conversation and periectiou

of life, can be counted no more but his duty; and tiierefore he cannot obtain remission of one of his former sins :

hut those that confess their sins, and forsake them, such

come to foi-ivoness l.y Jeoos Cl.i-ist, ami cooie to know

hi
s blood cieaiisiuis "'cm fioin all tliea- foime.- sms , » i J
o 41 4.^ ,4.Ti-fprt salvation by arrace. not by woiKs,

0 they come to pe ^

but

by

faith,

and

makes

no

cnce; without wlucn, laiiu ... . f„ui, nnd hone

mao savetl, but those that have tlus tfue f" ^

in them, They putlfy themselves, as he « 1'"^^' ' .f'
iii.3. And he that has ""l'
himself, neither does he believe that he can tin it, a d
by this we know the true bolievers i^i-oin the

bj this sinners are made manifest, that cannot stand in
the coiisiesation sh^ sm.rtheir months

s a v e11
d 41
b y • t h^4.,11
e i r oworks;
w n w ufor
u v w^e
s ? hope
i r n tor
- o fnoi i iotiiei
p p t sai
erVa t i o n , b u t t h a t w i u c u i s ^ c 4 , e p v p a t u r e .

„ I 4 41 4 „riiirh is in and by Jesus Christ tbe eiei

nal S,:,, of God, who is the flrst-born of i=very cieaU. e

that brings many sons aiitl dangliters niito gl™/'
by leaving them in their sins ; hut Ins name is Jesus, ami
he saves people from their siiis. ^ ^

TO

TlIK

M A G I S T R AT E S O F G R O N I N G E N .
IX

UNITED

TIIK

niOYlNCES.

YE rulers and Inu-hcrmasters of Cironliigen, I have
a message unto you in the name of the God of heaven

and earth, on the behalf of his truth and people; and
therefore hearken to my Mords, and consider them, for
in love to your souls, and to your city and country, do

I write unto you : and tlicrefore he it known unto you,
you cannot fight against God and jirospcr; the powers

that are, (said the apostle,) are of God. I am a friend
to magistracy and government, and do know that it is

anordmance of God; hut that magistrate heareth the
sword in vain, hat doth heconie a terror to tliem that do

tor not
' not
?'' Uiercfore,
Friends,
tuin
jouivnnri?'
sword against
the innocent for
their con
science sake towards God for tlini • i i

hut to protect all that fear fi„ I If, y"'"'i'

as .lepartw afrom
the eviAlnofd tim wfw! h, eoocouraso
sad,
-f
ys.
reas
the

Lord IS pleased in tins your day, to visit a small remnant
in your city, with the knowledge of his everlasting

1 ruth, and to lead them to take up the cross, and deny

themselves, and to leave the customs and ways of this
cvJ world, and to wait upon God in the despised way
of the Quakers, so called; what harm is this unto you?

\\ hat evil liave they done since, or what evil have that

people done to any prince or governineiit since they were
a people ? W hat is tins great cry and noise made against
us for ? Is it not as m past, if any man depart

from iniquity, he makes himself a prey; and he that
reproveth sin in tiic gate, for him they lay a snare. Why
are the workers ol iniquity so moved ? Ought you not to

inquire of our accusers when they come to you, what

evil we have done against God, or the wholesome laws
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aiul liberty of tlie land, before you lay your bands upon

us? Oh, take heed of your priests, who fear nothing
more than the breaking out of the lisjht, which as it

ariseth, will give men to see their evil works, and the

foundation upon which tliey stand. Oh, let not theiu
deceive you, by stirring you up to persecution, as they
have deceived many princes and governors in other lands,
who now tjC""!!! to see them, and to cease Irom the work

to wliich they liave instigated tliem ; and most governors

and rulers wiiere we live, have a sense of onr innocency.

And now your day ol trial is come, and I cannot but in
love warn you not to run this course of persecution, foi
if you do, you will bring vexation upon yourselves inM-ardly and outwardly, and the judgments of God upon

yon and your city, out of whicl. your priests will not be

able to deliver you. And besides, mark, tins work
of the Lord shall go on and iwosper, and as many as aie
found faithful to the light ot Cdirist Jesus in the con

sciences, shall feel the daily encouragemen s ^h^ cn ulasting power of God, which is enough to

under all that the power ol persecution, (which ucnu
was of God,) can do against them; aud the di\ me love
of God, through the faith ot Christ, will How in upon
them, which will make them not to love their lives to
the death for their testimony's sake : and their innocent
sulTerin-s'wil reach to that of God in the consciences of
others and thev shall come to believe in that which sup

ports is,' and so come to be made partakers ot that same
lifeof riL^iteousness which ludgeth the world ; wine t m
spirit of^his world hath always sought to slay in all s

appearances. Ami further the iiore you can e this
peopl
to suiTof
er,God,
the moi
l we and
be t'ivawn
veier
and e
power
to;evisshal
it hem
yourincitythefoloth

sakei; for we dare do no other, being commanded so ot

Christ, who is the head of our church : and if any, the
and we visit them not, he takes it as if he had been so,
and we had neglected visiting liini. And this hazard we
dare not run, for all the frowns and threats ot men ; for
we know none, (hut Christ Jesus,) shall ever receive
least member of him be in prison, in hunger or want,
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power to say, Go ye cursed, &c. And it is not suffer
ings and tribulations that can now aflViglit or deter us
from our service and testimony to our God : for we have
learned in all states to be contented. And if our tribu

lations abound for the gospel's sake, our consolation
abounds much more; so that we can in the strength of
God, give our back to the smiter, and turn the otiier

cheek; and our face to them that [duck off the hair; and
when all that is done, pray for these our enemies, aud
do them good against all this evil. And this we boast

not of, as of ourselves, but as the gift of God, freely

given unto us for Christ's sake, in whom our sufficiency
is. And therefore. Friends, be wise and considerate in

this weighty matter, and take heed what you do; if this

work be of man, it will cease, and come to nothing,
though you sit still in your places; but if it be the work
of God, to break forth in his light, aud make known his

righteousness to them that have hungered and thirsted
after it, then you cannot stop his work, but it will go

forth when you have done what you can, as others have
done. And, besides, your endeavouvin«- to stop the work
of God, will render you tighters against God, and kindle
his indignation against you, and bring his iudgnieiits
upon you. 1 herefore my counsel to you all is, fear the
living God, who shows you your thoughts, and love the

light in your own consciences, and then you will never

persecute it in others, but it w ill break forth more and

more, and become a blessing to you and your city ; and
this is my desire, who am your friend, and one that in

obedience to God, and love to your souls, have thus far

cleared my conscience to you, who am a servant of God,

and one that in scorn is called a Quaker, who have
rather chosen, as Moses did, to suffer affliction with the

people of God, than enjoy the pleasures of sin, which are
but for a short season. So the Lord give you a consi
derate and understanding heart.
STEPHEN

C R I S P.

A

L A M E N TAT I O N
O V F. R

THE CITY OF GRONINGEN.
C O N TA I N I N G

An Answer to Four Papers written against tlie People
Two bv tiie Alagistrates, and Iwo laes sung ni the Street, by the

wild aiTd ungodlv Ballad Singers, whici shows that tlie Spirit of
Persecution and-Mockery conies all from one Ground.

Am
os,V.1.U.aryethsi IVonlMItakevpa^^an
i styou,evenaLamentato
i n,
0 House of hrael. Mowning, and all your Songs in-

Amos, vin. 10. Jnd f ™''. " Sackcloth upon all Loins,aml Baldness upon
•/«" •»" »»■"" •"
thm eof as a bitter J)ay.

Kmentatiou
shall I take up
over thee,people,
O Gro•WH
.if f A.To-iUtcitv,
increased
in riches,
ningen
! that art ^ ^ Uved without judgment
and wickedness, a d been after the coun-

m thy goug
i s, and thy foo^te

sd of thy own y,e.. with a general consent

hound thy "ihaWan's

0 walk ^ ' Xiess all thci (lays. And in tins

to live in sin and ungouim^^ j ^,,cc!h1e to do

path have thy leaders, that te 1 thee it is ™P»f

otherwise, led thee; and so they have helpe^"™'^™
thy heart against tliy Maker, ami to settle thee Jon thy
lees, and have for money sold thee '>■ ®

while thou livest in thy sins, and walkcst in dmkness,

which is the way to destruction. And thy " '
tolerated, if not promoted wickedness, and have not been
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good examples, nor ruled for God, nor become a terror

to thee in tliy ungodly and wanton life, as they ought to
Ijave been. So that on all bands, wickedness is grown
high, the trees of Sodom, and the vines of Gomorrha,
bring forth plentifully in thee; l)ut the plant of renown,

the royal seed of God, that hath long been as a worm
trampled upon, and tlie God of Israel, forgotten days with
out number, although his name liatii been in your mouths,

yet his fear hath not Ijcen in your hearts; and though
you have drawn nigh him sometimes with vour polluted
lips, yet yiiu liavo nol brouglit your licarU nigli to liim,
but tlioy have si,II rva.ulccl aflur lusts auci evil

ways; au.l you l.avo loug lake,, the uau.e of God iu vain,

and thereby brought guilt upon you,selves ; and the Lord
lia 1, been pa„ent a,„l long-sullering with yon, and hath

not been hasty to anger, but batb waitcl to be gracious,
and bath oaenlimes smitten you in the secret of your

liearts, and called upon you to leave off the evil of your

ways; but ye have rejected bis voice, and turned away

Ce ddL to his rep,.oof; and so hj

y™:a"Tb:^ra.';:-,yr:s tot'V" ""=r- "®r-n

b,"^tikey'S'
..e'
• f as
i e^'
^ v t;uepm.y,'
i , h r i e ne
d'"
sl^.r'
, ai!

lill

eep souse
IS upon nie of the day of your visitation,d and
also of the

calatmly tbat wil come upon you, except yon repent, and
break off tbe evil of your doings, an.l tmn your hearts
to seek the Lord. And I have warned you in love, and
again do warn you to consuler y„„r ways, while a liltlo

time IS afforded you ; for the wrath of God is ready to
break forth agaiiist you, and against all the inhabitants
of the earth that slight the day of his tender visitation.

And there is a lamentation in my heart for thee, 0 Gro

ningen, that thou had.st a considerate and understand

ing heart, that thou niightest foresee thy misery, and es
cape thy calamity! iVly heart is grieved, and my soul is
afflicted, to consider thy present condition, and also to
consider whatthoii art bringing upon thy own head. Oli,

be not like the foolish lolk Soioinou speaks of, who be-

1
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cause jiulgmclit is not speedily executed upon an evil
Work, therefore their hearts arc set in theiu to do ^ ick-

edly: Oli! how doth aboiuinations ahoiind in thy streets
like a Hood ! How is tliy city filled with drunkenness,
with oaths, witli cursings, and how are thy streets filled
with Ishniael's brood of mockers and scorners, whose,

bonds must be made strong! Read Isaiah, xxviii. 22.
AVhat care is there taken to suppress these things ? Nay,

the greatest care is liow to suppress Truth, and keep
righteousness from shining forth, lest the day-light should
break forth into judgment against thy ungodliness. But

alas! alas! the "day of thy judgment is come, and that
life is arisen that hath the power in heaven and in earth;

and ye can no more crucify it, but it must and shall reign
forever, and judge the earth in righteousness and in
truth. Ami it is the appearance of this life that comes in-

to the wui-hl roe,juds...ei.t, that hatli J"";
a sea, into «lilch a tempest is entoieil. V oni '"J"®

that is robbed of her wlielps, seeking their revenge, upou

the innocent, and stirring up the young lions as to a prey.

Thy people are like the wild beasts ot the forest which
With a confused noise arc gathered together to ^jour.
Thy cliildren run snarling to and fro in the stiects, tumultuatin^- aud halloing, and uttering all mannei

proach and spite against the innocent and harmless peo
ple, who are departing from your ungodly course o life,

and are called out of your Babylonish worships to be

"«i^,Csiaer, are these the IVuits of a

ministry, and a well-governed republic ? are "ot

tumults and uproars, a shame to both Priests and uieis

yea, aud to all the masters and fathers of f^^ihes m J on
whole city ? Doth it not appear you have lost tiie gooa
government that you ought to have over the peop , a i
the children and servants in your city and respective lamilies ? Oh, consider these things! whence comes up

roars, is it not from the spirit of the Sodomites that as-
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sauUed the house of Lot? And what was it set Jerusa

lem of an uproar? and what set other cities in the acts of
an uproar, but persecution? And was not Gamaliel a

Jew, yet wise enough to still the tumult, by persuading
them to leave persecution, and leave the matter to God.

Oh, that you wlio are called Gdiristians, were but so
wise! But, alas ! it hath grieved my heart, while I was

ill your city, to see and hear, young and old, given up to
an Ishmael spirit, mocking and scorning, and deriding

the innocent, and to see how it is happened to you in

Groningen, as it was in the rebellions lumse of Israel of

old, they that feared the Lord, were as signs and won
ders in Israel. Oh, a lamentation ! a lamentation ! let all
that know tnee take up overtime, for thy way leads with

speed to destruction, and thou makest liaste to fill up thy

measure. Oh ! that thou mightest hut stand still a little,

and consider thy ways before it he too late. I write these

things in the love of God to all that have an car to hear,
ancl a heart to consider: and as to those that shut the ear,

and will not hear, 1 shall Im clear of their blood, and

they snail know that they were warned
And now all you rukis pvi„,ts and inhabitants of the

city of fooningen, tot mo tvoat a lUlo moio navticnlarly
with you, and inqniio what is the i-oason yon ai-o thus

moved and diivon on heaps, as you are? 1 know the

answer is. Here is a people in our city, that men call

Quakers, that in their life diiler from us, and if we pipe
to them, they will not dance, and if we mourn, they will

not lament; they will neither rejoice in that in which we
rejoice, nor grieve at that at which we grieve; hut in

their worship, and in their manners, and words and all
they differ li-om us. Well, what then; what evil have

they done to you or to your city, or wdiat have such

people done against any other city, wdiere they have,
and do' live ^ Alas! say men, they are every where

spoken against; well, that is no rule for you to hate and
persecute them; know yon not the religion of the apos
tles was every where spoken against? yet it was the
truth, and after that way which men called heresy, wor

shipped they the God of their fathers; for the true Chris-
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tian worsliip wliicli Christ set up, was to (liffer from that
in the mount of Samaria, ami that at the temple of Jeru

salem too; must Christ therefore he persecuted? Oh!

how blind and ignorant is this generatmn, that ye should
acain run into the same error of the Pharisees, to con

demn the old persecutors, and prove new ones yourselves,

and persecute the same Life, (as it comes to rise in any,
to witness against you and your lusts,) as

fathers did? and so ye manliest yourselves shU to ^ of
the same race and stock, and to he born of the same

estranged flesh that always persecuted such as ^vere boin after the Spirit. And as they brought upon them all the
righteous blood that was spilt from Abel to Zacharias, so
you are about to bring ijlion you, ami upon J
all the ri-hteous blood from Abel to tins day, uhich nill

1
in. sink
to perdition. But 1 cannot rejoice
be?enough
to sivou
k jou^^^
in your ^te^tiuctio ,

prayer yet fo yo" consider your ways, and might

understanding, f ^ . ^.ainst his glorious

;^u"u his a...? his authcity, i.c
" '°be"S^Whch G0.1 hath hosuu h. tha aavllb
And tlic woi , shall be able to s op

shall ed long, and many have cried
It, for seed hatii su

in secret for a ^ ^,,,1 the everlasting gospel

come, g ory to CoA fm t,,.

.s (.reached, » ' ^ Ugl.t of Jesus, which enlightcninec davkncss, to e t. =

eth evecy man ' ■> '= , |,t ,vay of tlie Loi'd, winch
ave
hfonght
o
h
ow
,
is a way of i^'gi.irul ways, wlioi-c tlie priests tell
walk in the nnho 1 ^
them,

they

must

live
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olnvv

be

to

Impe of redemption is aviseii a,„l

Uod for ever; knd some have J'°J
Moining Star; and some are waiting J-

K::;™^i
nim'ci^t™M,ari:in,nort^^
shall be set upon the heads ot all those that faint not by
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the "way, ])y reason of tlie tribulations that arise for the
name of Christ's sake.

For, triends and people, consider this one tiiin^, the
Holy Ghost signified unto John, tiiat the dragon, beast,
and false propliet, should rule 12(50 years, (that is not

Christ's kingdom,) and in that time the whole world

should worship tlie beast and liis image, (that is not the
worship of God,) and that the whore sliould sit upoa

the beast that ruled, (that is not the true church,) and that

JoVJ
f Ithe
l»osaican
make
the
beast?
(they A\wprp
ere not
nts that
saidwar
so, foriththe
Lamb
and

£

r.™

was in the Milderness, and the true a-overnor ov ndpr

yef

its

1.-0U .years, uiust it always be thus ? Iso. siirclv this

ami the travel" l"'-"' "" ''™""=i
the dani he, ,f y-wil,lei]icss, and

wil, shm-p teeth, 't","t|,!.esh l.rLu'.if'""' ".''""'"""j
Iter so,, is maaifest the ea tl, , I h "il ' ,

bii'th, whose ki„s,l„,„ is „„t ol' thi
minion is over all, (read wiio can ) •inrl l w'

must have the victory; for they hiyo I'c and the saints

Juc^e
tl
m
three
-i
c
^u
spi
sf
first that came
out of the
mouth
ofritii.«
ith:;^.
® 'i • ^
T
fils the eatth with .vrath aaTt^e^ty %tfeT.:aI i.al
wTh nri lf i f the earth

out of tlie mouth nni ''"f .^''t'ogaucy; the third that came
three spirits are now ludcred and i).»; i • \ V
k l name
U n y of
y him
f 1 hatk hyes
1 ?for 'over
" and
a i ever:
'Cl"d
i ?h
eod
in the
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day diaiys mgh fov the opening of tlie lake, and the casting in alive the d.agon, heast and false prophet, from

whence these 'hiee J.r,ts came. And in that day shall
the head of the afflicted he lifted up, and the seed sliall

rejoice and the earth shall know that God hath remem-

bercd Ins people, and you shall know that you have
striven against your Maker.
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Tiiercfove, oli people! consider your Avay. Serve not
the beast, neither worship his image; but fear God, and

give glory to him; for the hour of Ids judgment is come;
and now the dragon and his cruelty, and they that are
his executioners, must be judged; the whore and her cup

of fornication, and all that drink thereof, and commit
fornication with her, must be judged; and the beast, and

his seat, and his power, and bis image, and all that won
der after him, and worship him aiul his image must be

jud"-ed; and the second beast and his power, and all

thafare subject to him, must be judged, though his ap-

pcarance is like a lamb; and the false prophet, with his
yiu- wonders, and his false fire that he brings down in

the sight of men, must be judged; and all his lies and
delusions, and them that have believed them must all
be judged; for judgment is Truth arisen m the earth;
and th?.-efoio nii "iliabitaiits moved Uke a sea, and
tlie waves roll to and IVo, and the inuices ■"<»S »»

things, and the indgcs write grievoiisness, and "'ey that

reraSn in the shite of the heathen, who know not Go ,

they are all in a rage, lint alas! alas! these things can
not ston the coming and shining of the Sun of rlghteonsness, nor the breaking forth of his salva.tion to the

meek, which have long hniigered and thirsted after

"®Anr'Sore oh ye rulers ! be wise, and consider
what you do, ami if y™ s'»l' "'''""S
of the sea, oi- if you can turn the sun or moon out of
their course, or if you can number the stars of heaven,

or sand niion the sea shore, then yon may hinder tins
work that is determined and decreed by the same power

by which all these tilings were made and ordered- « '
if you cannot do these, then attempt not to stop

of righteousness from breaking forth, for your work wi 1
be. in vain, and shame and confusion wil be your leAvarU.

For assuredly, you will not find us like other sorts of
people, whose foundation hath been upon this or that

man, and in process of time, some one or other man

iiath laid them waste again by his power or policy, iiut
our foundation is out of your sight, the Rock of Ages,
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^vlucli wlicii it appeared in a body of flesli, was cruci

fied; but death could not liold it, nor the signet nor sol

diers neither; but God raised his own, and suffered not
liis Holy One to sec corruption. And that same power
that raised liim, hath (jnickened us in these mortal bo

dies ; Avhich we confess yon can kill, if God permit you.
But the power lives for ever, and tlie same (|uickening
life and power shall appear in oilier bodies to witness

against you and the Avorld, and shall spread forth more

and more, till the earth is covered with its glory, and till
the glory of all flesh is stained, and their strength as tow
before

the

fi r e .

^

riierefore, I say again, be wise, oh ye judges and ru
lers of the earth ! ind take heed of being found fighters

against God, lest his wrath kindle, and you, and your

strength and glory become like cbaff before the wiud in

his presence and remember you are warned.

And now iriends, I come more particularly to capitu

late Avith you, the magistrates and people of Groningen,
having before me four papers, all given out against a
people called quakers, and appearing to come all from
one spirit, though it is sad to say, and to think, men cal
led magistrates, and a city called Christian, nay reform
ed, should have such horrible work found therein as I

found in two or three days stay in your city, and find in
your papers; and because two of these papers come from
you that are the magistrates, I think it good to say some
thing to them, hirst, the one is a sentence given to seve
ral citizens, the other to some not being citizens, whom
you had imprisoned, in which you liave warned the citi

zens to meet no more in such meetings as they have done,
and the other to come no more in the city to such meet
ings, and both upon the threatening of further punishment;
and that the reader may the better understand where this

•sentence and threatening takes its rise, I shall set down

the sentence verbatim, and then write something to it by
way of inquiry.

The first complaint is irreverent behaviour. Secondly,
that he is called a Quaker. Thirdly, that he was lately

at a meeting. Fourthly, that it was the more to divulge
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hurtful and pernicious errors and the spirit's leading; and
upon these you say, that such forbidden conventicles and

dangerous sects must not be suffered, but punished in a
\vell-governed republic, and thorelore you insinuate that
if lie comes any more at tlie Quakers' meeting, he must be

looked upon as disobedient and rebellious, and be dealt
with accordingly.

Now IVieiuls to the first, M'hat was the irreverent be

haviour? did you show them a law which they would

not be subject to? came they not at your summons, in

which they acknowledged you magistrates? and stood
they not attentively to hear what you said? gave they
you not necessary answers to your questions? but it
seems they put not off their hats; was that an offence to
you? Alas ! tl.at men of understanding should no more

reo-ard
their reputation, than to take offence at such a
ti ? , n » is neither law ot trod, nor nations, nor

thing, when tl'frii « . H, |,avc mnile

r;h°rtl,;Th y uVl no s„, a:.d tha„, fo,. yom-,-avt,

ysay
ou Lfor
ul ilSliVbowing,
likeAlia.ie,vi,vi/..
o. Tliei-ethewaski"S's
-metliu^'
aul
ty; m
wimat MonU'
c obnrim
n d eaii ,twi; lt thou
w eI;""l ?l ",

t.

in scriinnne that the ;'a,nl the thvee chil-

tX.rtl!::iri,afon'in the tiu-naco: do ye think they

put on theu. hats and the^

tlicm not on when iney »"• a „ „„ri ciw
/I,- , 1 . to the mouth oi the furnace ana saw

notthey pun off

thai,, hata to the king.' But neither Christians no. hea-

thens have yon for exa^e
ln

apostate Christians, in this nine oi uie Je

in which he hath set up Ins V''i v i
God's ; but in this particular, I think the law is jet
made that I knoiv of, that coniraands folks to put off their

hats; and where there is no law. there, is no transgresS i
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sion. But Avliat is the matter here is such oilence taken

about the liat? is there any worsiiip therein? if so, that
Jielongs to God, and to no man. Js there any honour
therein? if so, the receiving honour from one another is
that wiiich liindered the Pharisees and Jew s from receiv

ing tiie faith of Jesus, as you may read: so what part
is that in you which is so highly oifeiided? is it not come
of the same line and stock with Nimrod that hunted he-

iore the Govd, when he ought to liave come after; and
Esau the profane man that was wroth with him that had

the !)lessing, though he himself had sold him his hirth-

i-ight, and ol the stock of l[aman, and Jezebel, andNebu-

chadnezzar, and Herod, and Nero, and Dioclesian, and
Maximillian, and others tliat might he named, among
whom his principle of seeking worship and honour to

themselves, hatli stood alw ays liigh, to whom the lloyal

beed ol God could never how; andwhich think you now
were the host sort? Abel or Cain, Nimrod or the sons of

God that w'ere in those days, Jacoli or Esau, Hainan or

Mordecai, Jezebel or Elijah, that could not yield to her
iui- fcai- her ? iNehuclui.hiczzav or SlMulracii, Mcsliicli
mol Aho, iK-go, Cl,r„t ami hi, .lisciples, or leroil and

Pilale rvho co.,1,1 not agree ,111 lhe,y\vo,.t lo crncifyias
thejuslr ami then, (li.e ser.pture saith,) tlu-y were alade
frieiKls. Ihe.i they eonhl agree, ami Neio, Domllian,
p-ajaii, Aurclms .Scvcrns, Alaxiinus, Dccius, Vale-

nan, Aiirelian, .Hioclesian, what think yc of those?
were not they better that did not yield to them than
they that did.'' It may he you will say, yea, hut

lliese weie heathens. To that I answer, that perseciitioii lor conscience and religion sake, and forcing the

conscience to tlie wills of ioe.,i, is one and the same work
in itselt whoever doth it; hut it is two-fold worse in one

called Ghristian, than in a heathen. For your being cal

led Christians 01 hnstian magistrates, gives you no more
power over other men s consciences, than heathens had,
for that is God s throne m mankind, and he Avill not

give this prerogative to any, but to his Son Jesus, and

wo to them that rob him of it, for he will have his owu
glory and spoil theirs too.
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Secondly, Tlic thing is, he is one called a Qnalvcr; I
answer, wiiat crime is'^tliat to he called a Quaker? see

ing tlie Quakers are known throngli the world to be liarin-

less and clear of wronging any kingdom, land, or city,
or private person : their principle is to tear Rod, and to

do justly, and to keep their conscience unspotted ; so this

is neither crime nor disparagement to be called a Qiiakeiv
hut rather a crown and rejoicing; for upon that sort ot

men have always the ilessing rested, that trcmb ed at Im

word of the J.ord, as you may reai —And they tliat
mock at trembling and quaking shall know a ( ay ot

howling and lamenting, in wiicli they shall tremble and
qnake,Tuid wish to die our death, though now tiiey des
pise our life. And besides you have no law against a

Li, being culed a (inakc, and so here is no Iranssres-

r ^PhP
Jdnrdly,
Tlie(l.iivis,
tln ^that he was lately at a meeting

of the ^vas it published, and in what
law IS that. Ai , forbids the heseeing

nf 11
1 wliv^
publishyour
yourselves
to be
of
of
that
miiiddo>vou
• Inot
, f„rgot
fathers
and
another tnindf s°„ deeply to purchase

grandlalhers ' 'l spent so much blood and Irea-

hherty o e""y"=' Ij '„r foreign prolestant princes,
sure, and ""l''"° ^jy given tlieni,) that they might

(winch was I'l"f|,is inheritance; to wit, liberty
above all tl,er and worship God as you
ofconscience to meet to, 1^^.^

were or should P" ,it„„ce ? What,
Inngand spotln g one a.
are

ye

framing

again

L

„r..iv

lirethven

13'Alva's yoke^to put d upon the necks of J
to tell them what meetings hey ^ p
they must believe, and what religion ley niake

Oh, Friends ! away with this work or else it wil make

you stink in the nostrils of the nations, and of your
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neighboiirsj and besides it will bring a curse and blast
ing upon you.

iourtbly, Kut then you say, tliis incetiiig was for the
divulging and spi-eading of hurtful and pernicious errors,
and the Spirit's leading, &c. Now, Friends, these words
are either true or false, if they are true that such things

are divulged at our meetings, why do not you or your
teacliers manifest what these pernicious errors are, that

people may know them, and how they are opposite to
the holy scripture? For if you do not do tl.is, vour bare

asserting them to he so, will hardly carry authority with
It to make people believe it, except the rude tumultuous

idhhle, that are readier to believe lies than truth ; and in-

Jh f'l' ther with them to

,-n tl o r T ^
nm

U

1

hllios

the

streets

with

e sober sort
sl ould believe you, then discover particularlyt hwhat
these

TscripJtures
' ^of'Truth
v ; and
t h ifeyouycannot
a rdoiet,
against ithe

set your priests at work to do it tho,/i 'h

to engage them to serve yoi^f't

you;
and when you and they laTe n'n ?
have no more meetings in Gronin-'-en I

-n "

to you and take up your idi '^ ''''''T

blameless an., accokL,- 1„ IheCpl"; 1 U K:
done, we cannot believe men's words, especialy, such

men as in contemp to the Spirit's leading, perseaite us
for owning the leadings of the Spirit: for shame call this

y And
^ r e didsnot
o n the
s saints
of
G
d,
led by of God.^
ofoold

walk "ot tlie apostle tell them if

they
did ^jould
live.
what
must
we
be
persecuted
foi bei
ngAnd
led, and
guinow,
ded, and
drawn,

and constrained by the Spirit? Oh, abominable! if
you bad been born of the Spirit, you could not have
written so, but being born of the flesb, persecution is as
natural to you, as it hath been to such in former ages;
but that same spirit that persecutes us for the leading of

To the Magistmtes of Groningcn. 2^'i»

the Spirit, anil mocks at us for the witnessing of tlie Spi
rit, is that which persecuted Christ Jesus in whom tiiis

Holy Spirit lived without measure, that now liveth in us
in measure; so we know we arc not greater than our
Lord, and if "we patiently sutler lor his sake, he will
plead our cause with our enemies. Hut Friends, I do
charge these words upon you to he false, and do require
you in tlie name of the. l>ord to prove them true if jon
can, and let us know what those, errors are ; for I do ab

solutely deny the matter of fact wherewith you charge

us, and that our meeting'then or at any other time was

for any such intent or purpose; so we shall leave it in
tiic sight of God and men, till we hear more particularly
what hurtful and pernicious errors are charged against

us. And where you say sucli things may not be tolera ed
in a well-governed commonwealth, but ought to be p n-

ished, &cr 1)0 you mean here yoiu-own e n^ibhc^^

you are so zealous to prcseive in gi„<revs!
ask if drunkenness, and swearing, and

and rope-(lancei«s, and mountebanks wdh .

m
ockeies, and al such things as gaming,
&c. if these may he tolerated in such a republic, aj

countenanced? Doth not your streets swainn with halad-sin-ers, and every one or two of them gets se^eial
great
ineetin-s in a day, some of them singing such horvUi 1 1 '^niihv thinsrs, as Avould, I believe, make the
wble, l,aw,ly I. hy

ivborc,

1,1

Home
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1

j

htcmme Vooi-ma Jop o
l o u i i d 111 y o u r c i t y. A n n i s i m i .

well go4iied, that the people of God may not inno
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God,inand
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hortlyLemeet
another
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the tfai
Christ the Light, hut they mus be

Friends ! if either men or women had not f

modesty, such cursed ahoimnable things f ®
permitted in your hearts to be sung; these m o ^
show you to be such a well-govcvued republic, but joiu
iudgraent is turned backward, and while you seek to ter

rify them tiiat do well, you are the countenaucers of all
manner of licentious and ungodly persons, upon whom
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your sword ought to lie. And us for your tlirealening, we

have only this to say, we shall do nothing in contempt
ot you or your authority, and wc hope we shall not for
bear Uie doing of any thing that the Lord onr God ref|uires at our hands, knowing that it is better to obey

Do(! tiian man, and have learned of Christ, Avho said, 1

will tell you w hom you shall fear ; h'ear not him that can

only kill the body, antl can go no further, but fear him
that can kill both soul and body, and can cast them into

hell. So our cause is before the Lord, lot him do with
us, er sufter others to do with bis as he nleaseth, for his

wiU IS good, and we arc given up to do and sull'cr his

will; and il any men be our enemies for the Truth sake,

we dare not but love ind pity them, and w hen they know
w lat they do, they will do so no more; and in the mean

time the Lord God of heaven supports us i>v his power
and Ining presence, in w hich is that life, that we have
hungered after.

And now a few words as to those scurrilous and fdthy
son^s w uc 1 aic sung about your streets concerning the

Quakers, which are as to us not w^orth the taking notice
ol, but for your sakes, the inhaldtants of (Groningen, that
the sober among you may be stirred up to cry down snch
ungodly and h thy work; as to u.s,\v o cim well bear
such things Drunkards made songs of David, and the

rebellious of old chanted to the viol, and drunk their wane

in bowls, but forgot the alllictions of Joseph, but these
were they that were to go into captivity. One of these

nameless songsters saith. That on the sixth of.lune, when

ye came from chureh, these qnakers were diligent in their

Wicked vvork. Here he hath written like them that are

or should be iviser, he hath in general terms uiibraided
us with vvicked works, but not declared what that work

was, but he saitb the issue was, that they should be ap
prehended and sent to prison; now surely this was the

same spirit in the schout, as is in this ballad-singer; for
the one rejoiceth in the other's work, but neither gives a
reason for the work, and ivby they did so, but only
scoifmgly said, tlie Spirit did command it. Now the

Spirit of God did never bear such witness in any of his
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peoplo, that Uiey should take any l)ody out of a f(uict
iiu'cliii"-, and send them to prison; ninj the spjnt ol (he

Koinans, wliich was but a manly spirit, that was inoie

iiohle, than to condemn any man to prison or death, (lU
liis cause was heard with his accusers, except w hen they

did it to please the reli-ious persecuting Jews; it wag

below tiie Jvomans so to do. Now it this spirit -was not

the spirit offiod, nor the spirit of well-ordered men, I

leave the reader to judge, what for a spirit it was, hat

stirred in the magistrates to persecute, and in the ballaU-

singers to make songs of it: but it seems the matter this
ballad-singer fears is, that the (|uakers will overturn his

ciiiirch. Alas, alas ! what, does your loundadon shake

already? Is'the judgment of this world, and (he
^Vorldlv church come, that they are so moved ? Alas!

«nch kind of instruments, as foolish and ungodly songs
sung vonr si,cel.,

tliis sliail, l!,it tli«„ n,is inai. '"''ff,

the ri-ht wav to is b) how to tl iist, h s du=cipks

were ^o ImUad-sii.ge;, and they that
not fear rooting out of their church as it stems lit doth.

But then he tells of hunting us out ot the land; and that

is very strange, that the magistrates ot Groningeii should

proclaim thefr nteutions in so weighty a matter as this,
by Slid heralds as this ; and how this pititnl ie low came

J... Ill c„,„.cn fJ-;-,

0 ,•? feh " " Xt'f ..hall "-t to

Wttci- tl.a„ X; in,t it sc.ms boll, works are earned

""Tbiro^irLnother song cmoe^lo ..y l.,,,! smce I rame

from Gronin-en, called De los Gesinde secte der (|i.ikeis,
or Loose S "ct of the Quakers; and this savours some

thing like a work becoming a priest, or Bke ma

and he saith, God sows his ground with good se^d, and
incpiires how the tares came? 1 answer, piimaii y lom
the devil, but instrunientally from his ministei^ that have

sown such a seed, as to tell people they must all live m
sin all their life long, and must never be delivered irom

the burden of their sins as long as they live ; these are

2 1 8
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the seedsmen that 2;ct 1000,1500, or 2000 guildci's a-year
for sowing this l)ad seed ; and these, are tlie enemies to

t!ic true doctrine of the light of Christ, that lightcth
every man that cometh into the world; l)ut tliese cannot
deceive tlie elect. And w hereas he s])ealcs of the Quakers
hindering God's liononr, and weakening God's heritage;
alas, where is it ? Are drunkards, swearers and liars,

and persecutors, God's heritage? No surely. Are bal

lad-singers and mockers at the Holy Ghost," are they to
the honour of God? surely no.

Hut tills man tliat made this song, hath little skill in

honouring God: for if he had, he had not sent forth

such a fatherless Iirat as this into tlie world ; and as to the
choking of the good, which the devil seeks every inomeut
to do, he is now found acting the devil's part, in this

same work, to sec if he can help with that little craft

he hath, to choke tiic good. But 1 liope there are many

in Groningen, that have understanding enough to judg®
such works of darkness as tliis, amrio see that it is

he that is coming forth in the dragon's host, as one
that would darken tlie breaking forth of tlic li"-ht, and

would turn people from tlie word in their heaid And

as for his heap of lies, that we have perverted the scrip
ture, and tiiat we liave witness by our spirit, that never
was, and that we have that that is more precious than

the life of the apostles, I shall pass over as a heap of

lies, and hid him, when he makes another song, tell us
who have done so, and set his name to his paper, and
he shall have an answer. Hut the life of the apostles

was Chri.st, and he is our life, and we know nothing

more precious than that, and seek for nothing, but that

we may^ win him, though it be to the loss of all things
else. And as to our judgment, he is blind, and cannot
know it, nor any^ such vipers as he is, till they be cleansed

from their tilth ; and when he comes to know our princi
ple, lie will testily more against himself, than I now
think to do; and he hath as little skill what opens God's
throne, and shuts up hell, or wdiat a lowly heart is, as
in all the rest; for in this thing, he is but like a fool
prating of things which he hath heard, hut never knew
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nov understood. And in the end our patience and long-

sufl'eringj will be found more like a ■work of the spirit^

than all his malicious biting and snarling, like a dog at
the heels of the innocent; and dare not come to our faces,

nor own his work with his name. And tor his uphi aiding

us about Cromwell, and about the death of the king of
England, he shows his knowledge to he as little as his

honesty; for there was not the name of a Quaker m

England when king Charles died; and besides, if he

had either read or known the tenth part of the cruel

persecutions we sullered under Cromwell, and how many
thousands of us he imprisoned, he would, it may be, have
forborne that part of his song; for w-e are a people that
Gofl Inth raised ill), to witness against the ungodly in all
. t..i;nns
men, wiiich have
the
a ions and
s . . 'ofabominations.
Andcorrupted
so neither

earth, and f Dotch nor English, nor one

Croniwc S ° ,,,it „ii,, „s, while they love their
nc>rtheother,canh.i eu » ho that ilocih evil, hates

jncke, ,ess; to' ^ V"' .cds hate the witness of
It.f'iBut
bw 1boiiour
1 si s uS
' to
- sahim
tih, hetoha
whom
th wrtienhe
thsi hows.
as the

pint hath witn ^ ^ j ],ows, is one with that spirit

l\ow mark, ho jfji'were the spirit of God,
that guides and m | of God, and bows to him;

Uien he doth it ^ several lies and falsehoods, it
but seeing he hath nttei

appears plainly that is t 1

led hini; for t'-ere ^ devil, and to
Therefore Ins woik «

t fiToSrs'and asl o of Uars, of whci h he si one,

and his lies niany. brevity as may he,
So, Friends, I ^yhat I have written, I have

touched at these tl^ do desire,

written in an saUov j ',o„,iderate, and
that I may hear you ^^ow w iipans vnn

not like a f called Christians,

»TSU:dT„t^C"howf^tht™

if your priests think that any in your city aie dUuded, if
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they be spiritual, let tlicm take their spiritual weapons,

and convince them in love and tenderness ; and not show

Iheinselves so like tlie shrine-makers at Kpliesus, to cry,
help, men of Ephesus; so they cry help schout, and help
bnrghermasters, and help wild and rude people, and
boys in the street. Oh ! shame of these things, and let

your priests buckle on their armour like men, and main

tain their ciiurch and doctrine, and religion, to be apos

tolical, and let us have liberty to dispute in their syna
gogues every sabl)ath-day, as it was in the apostles' time;

and if any on their part, or on ours oiler violence, let

the schout lay his hand upon such. For methinks it is a

l)itiful case, that you that are burghers, shopkeepers and
merchants, and the like, should be fain to help the learn

ed di\'ines, so called, in a matter of religion, and that
you must use your civil pou cr to defend them and their

religion, against their adversaries, and antagonists, when

they come against them Avith nothing but arguments and
scripture, and such like weapons.

Consider these things, and stand still a little in cool

ness, and God will open your understandings, and dve
you wisdom how todo m this matter; so as that the

Ford may bless you and your city, and you may all en

deavour m your respective places, to stop the flood of
iniquity and wickedness, and so prevent the curse of
God, which otherwise hangs over your heads.

And so, Friends, in the sight of God, I feel myself clear
concerning you, having Avarned you once and again; and
if ye hearken and hear, it Avill be Avell; but if ye shut your
ears to counsel, and harden your hearts to instruction, I
shall return to my rest Avith the Lord, and ye shall know

in the day of your calamity, that a prophet and a mes
sage from God hath been among you.

I am a friend to you all, and to all men, and one that
labours for the good of all, and waits in patience to see
Ziou's redemption.
S T E P H E N C R I S P.

TO

THK

BAP TIS'l'S IN HOIA 'ND,
WITH

A

query for them to answer.
Friends,

...

,

t

TllK occasion of my wnlins to yon at pvesent,

from yonrselves. Some of yon may wel vemcmber,
that about two months since, 1 being at the liouse of Ja

cob
Arients in Uezype, several of your people came into
41 • I I „ „,i,i desired to have some discourse oi

the said liouse, and „e very ivilliiigly accepted of.
conference rvitli .s^d about serial tliiiigs, as
And so disconrse av.n, 1 perfeclioi.; about
about the hsbt.,. he coil , desirous to

the Lord's y;PF ,ie|i also we asreed to speak

speak about bap is.n, « j,. j aui not believe, that the

about; and they ^ „f „„t„ard water in
disciples of Chust did

baptism? I S'-aaW ,i„d scripture where

times done, liut l j„j„g. but tl,at baptism liuv-

their command V"; , commission from God given
ing been in use, oip. but in time the

to John, It ii' to tlie believers one baptism.
asked

a-question,

wm

^^ben

cause as yet I can ^ come,

I pressed for an '^"^\',^vered, you did like the PbaAyhich
^xi. 27. When Christ asked if the
risees of old, Mattli. x tliougU they

tre'^crviitd^::?hcir coiisciences it

JS-oyTbeeausryoi
Tvt-tc^nv^itd. thtS
,re
i LStohaveunswevj
ousht that the speaking the truth

wa7not fryoor%urpose, therefore you answered, we.
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cannot tell. So I said, tliat if you could give ine an an

swer the next day, I should willingly liear it; but thougli
several came to the meeting, yet 1 had no answer. I de

sired tiiem there present, to put the (piery to their teach
ers, and let them, if they could answer it', write their ansAver, and send it to AV. Williams, at Alkmeere, that I

might have it. But to this day I hear of no answer, and
therefore finding it needful to he answered, I have thus
openly and publicly set it forth, that so all that are con

cerned, may take notice thereof. And if any of you that

could not then tell, can now answer it, you may; and if
any other on your behalf will, I shall he willing to rec^'n
l Tthat
r Tthey
' that
t o have
h ethis kone
no
wsn
for I cannot
belnieve
bapti
m;
can he ignorant Avhat it is.

Tiie question is this, that whereas the apostle in his

Lord oliVf'itf There is one
&r?nvi;eT
IK'i;:,in scSK i ' i' K"','" f
that baptismewluch
John, which I cDufessca was wu,"'"""' ""t '"P

urgingandpLsingfhrarii^^^^^
"'V;to he
known,
by you and us, and?by
all men;
therefore
considboth
er it, if
then ha\e you none, or
thL^Tave"'voo
ignorant
as il as none;
of that
for if it he
one,
but

one, and ^ take up another thing iu tL stead of that

effect
one truerirnntism
baptism wo!uP^n'loce
ld do ; and that
so con
sequenwhich
tly is as bthe
ad
as none. So search yourselves. Friends, for h/your dis
course you have given me ground to suspect you are as
much strangers to the one faith, that gave the saints a
victory over the world, as you are to^'the one baptism
that makes clean the conscience, and is the answer of a

good conscience m the sight of God, 1 Pet. iii. 21. Aud

where these two are wanting, and their effects, there is

, nothing enjoyed or known, that is profitable to salvation.
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And though men talk of these things, and make jn-ofession of them ; yet where their fruits do not appear, it is

manifest tlie things themselves are not there, but a bare
talk. So Friends, search your hearts, and consider your

ways, and turn your minds to tlie light of the Lord Jesus

Christ, who is the true light that enlighteneth every one

that Cometh into the world. And as you wait in that, it

will give you an understanding in things you yet know not,
and make you able in simplicity to answer this question,

and also make you partakers ot this one baptism; which
is my hearty desire for you.

So I expect your answer, eitlier by writing or print,

as you will, and remain a friend to tlie Truth, and one
that wiahaa well to all men.

A

T E S T I M O N Y
C O N C K U N I N G

EDWAHD GRAUNT OF COLCHESTER,

EDWARD GRAUNT, a man of near seventy years,
^vho fvom his youth upward, sought after the knowledge

of the right Avay of the Lord u ith great diligence, find
answered his profession with an honest and upright con
versation, and was a constant worshipper of God, in tliat
way which appeared to him most agreeahle to the scrip

ture of Truth, which saith, separate the precious from the
vile; and was one of the first that emhraced the light of
the everlasting Truth that shined forth in his and our

hearts, at the preaching of the gospel. And in that light
hath he had his conversation for the space of almost nine

years, without wavering ; holding steadfastly the faith of
the Truth, and keeping m the unity of the body. U

which time he hath valiantly and pati4tly suffered many

things, at the hands of tl.eni tliat have lift ui) their arm

and power against the Truth, and them that walk there
in ; partly for his testimony tliat he hath home to the

same, and partly for the testimony that he hath borne
against the false prophets, and deceitful workers, who

have sheltered themselves under the divers powers

that have been in being, in these nine years aforesaid.

And as he hath formerly been taken notice of to be one

of the first in coming to the assemblies of the people of
God, thereby setting a good example unto the younger
sort, so he continued in these late cruel and bloody days
of persecution; and endured many sore blows, at several
times, at which he was not deterred from that testimony
and witness which God had raised him up to bear for his
n a m e .

Now in the end of his generation, upon the sixth day

of the Eleventh month, this good man came to the place
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where Friends did usually meet, soon after the tentlv hour
of the day, and having stood there with a few more about
half an hour, came the troopers, riding u[)on them, and

did very grievously beat this old man on his head,
shoulders, back, and arms; and having received many
blows, lie went home, and continued very sore of those
blows; but was walking up and down several days.

Then it pleased God to visit him with great pains of a

former trouble also; so that he began to keep his bed.

And sometime during the time of his lying so ill, he was

heard to say, he felt more of his blows than he did at
first; and so he lay sometimes sensible of the pains of his
tiouble, and sometimes the pain of blows; so that he was

in great misery in the outward man, but armed Mith a
great measure of patience; and having one side some

what swelled, be was taken notice of several times to raise
Mood, and the last words that he was heard to speak, he

complained of his head, took a handkerchief, and blew
liis nose, and hard clotted blood came forth, which was

this morning; and that which is remarkable, that that

very day month, about the very same minute, as near as

can be reckoned, that he was so beaten and abused, about
the same minute he departed this life; and left his bruised
and afflicted body behind him, a witness, yea, and bis

last witness against their cruelty, uutil their cruelty
liseth up in iudgment against them in the great day of

account,
whoand
re?ent
the Lord
out the hour
minnot.
uteSo
for that
a memori
al ofhath
theimarked
r crueltj^

in causing him in the same hour and minute to finish and

complete his testimony; and in peace and patience to rest

lumself. STEPHEN CEISP.

A N

E P I S T L E F R O M S T E P H E N C R I S P,
W H E N '

A

PRISONER.

O YE lambs of the gvcen pasture! ye sheep of my

Father's fold ! ye Avho by the word of life are made ac

quainted with the power of regeneration, and are bora
into the natiwe of the Lamb's innocency; and arc grown

up in the virtue of sincerity. Oh! how glorious is your

appearance ? mine eye belioldetli, and my lieart is ra
vished ; my soul shall praise tlie God of my life for ever
and ever on your behalf. From the hill have I viewed

you, and from the high tower of my refuge have I looked
on you; my eye is opened, and I see you the ilock of
undefiled lambs in rvhom my God is glorified Oh' feed

ye, ami be ye nouvisbert ; foi- you,- pastures are enlarged,
au,l your Shepberil's care is over you ; bis arm is able to

defend you from every beast of tlic licld. By day wil
be feed you Ins pleasant pastures, and by night wil
he fold you in a fold of rest. Oil! my belo/eil Erienils,
tins IS the day of wlncli we have spoken, and in whicli

not only the words, hut the nature must he manifested.

And ye who bear the Lamb's image, and grow in his
nature, first being proved, shall he preserved and deli
vered, and in the day of trial feel the word of patience'

for that stayeth tlie thoughts, and keepeth satisfied in the
present state. And here is the glory of the saints, who
only of all the children of men, can glory in tribulation,
and can grow then in patience. Now doth the glory of

Sion's daughters appear to be within them, and their
strength is a continual spring, whereby her sons are
armed with power, to tread down change and alterations,

and dwell in the dominion over trouble. Glory, glory
to the God of our strength, who keepeth us, who guardeth

Israel, who armeth his chosen ones, and leads them to

L
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the battle, and keeps our bead covered therein, that the
enemy

cannot

wound

it.

.

.

And here, iny dearly beloved brethren and sisteis, in

the generation of our endless posterity, is my unity with
you preserved, though by locks and bars I be sepaia et

outwardly from you, yet by the invisible ilowings ot lite,
do I read! you, and am felt by you, in that eternal bpuut
Avliich quickens and gives life to every memher ot tl

church of Christ. This present separation, is lor trial

of our faith, love and patience, that through exercise

they may be perfected, and we all may learn the heavenly
and internal knowledge, sense and feeling one of

by sinking into, and waiting in the spirit of the ba lei^
by which the whole body is knit and united together;
and who knows us not in this, is not truly of us ; tor as

tve have said, declarations '•^"'^PiM^ocuY JUUst cease,

but the word which begets and gives life,

and is the daily bread, which is set before the meicj seat,
in the house of our (^od. of which none

those who are sanctified, washed and acco di ^
to the law, and are witnesses of the offering, hat nn
atonement; and these may now feed togethei, be

nouri
and grow
strong,rob
as welyou
l as ever;
the shed,
enemy
cannot
of because
of the

«.! vil „s oSp of t.le,Hv.i,s Go.^ be exatled .„ore
and more'! Therefore rejo.ee ye, and I say a|an., e

jo
ice. Let yonr hearts he strong, O my beloved 1 ueml ,
and comfort ye yourselves therein, and one anothei,

omioih ye j ^ cnlvit of love abound

a n d l o v e o n e a n o t h e r. m e s p i i i t o i l o

in you, one towards another, in how much J® ^
enemy seeks to discomfort you. Mark the wc . ^
you in true love and compassion; beware of the wiles of

those that are crafty, who seek to lead fioin the sim
plicity of the gospel. Keep your testimony alive m all
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things, wherein ye are required by the Lord, and be
not terrified at all that is, or may come to pass. And
the God of peace and power, of eternal love and truth,
preserve you all faithful to the end, to the everlasting

consolation of your souls, and glory of his great name;

for the sake whereof he hath saved us, and delivered us,

and will yet deliver us; to whom be everlasting praises,
and holy thanksgiving for ever and ever. Amen.

S T E P H E N C R I S P.

A N

E P I S T L E F R 0 3 I S T E P H E N C R I S P,
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TO

FRIENDS.
DEARLY beloved in the Truth, of wlioni I have at

tills time a livins remembrance in tiie living fellowsliip

into which the Lord of Ids infinite goodness and mercy

hath called you, and to this day preserved you, who have
with dilisrence waited upon him. Dear hearts, in love

unfeigned do I dearly salute you all, desiring your stead
fastness and growth in the precious 1 ru b; and that ye

may be daily more and more es alilished in the grace of

God, by which ye are called to be his witnesses in that
p
lace; Lt you may witness Hie snfic.enoy of l.m S™ce
Who hath called you, let your temp at.ons and tnals be
what they may. For, dear P riends, this ,s a certain say

ing, and ivortliy to bo believed, that all temptatiol s to
evil, both inward and outwai'd, of wliat sort soever hey
be, do snrin.- from that power which God will in time

S with "'0- the God of
iverance

wiui

j

eir salvation loi * above that tender principle

thSi^tpn whole depeudance upon God; thou such
that teacheth a whole ciep

bv
the^enemy, and then sees his
by folfsnare
falleth intoofthe
own

weakness

and

loiiyp

j

Therefore let every one be kept in the pure "f God

waitin- daily to feel his strength renewed through the
spirit oi Chidst that worketh in ns, both the

the deed; and such as have their sole dependance vipou
God in the faith of his Son, take no care how to pass

through the trials and difficulties of the^r day, but as
childrea of a tender father, they cast their care upon

^0 >3.11 Epistle from Siephen Crisp la Friends.

God, who cares for them, for his name's sake, and brings

them througli and over all, in his own time and manner;

and then such have experience, and can speak a word to

the weary soul, from the sense of what God hath done
for them.

So, dear hearts, now you know the way of God, walk
iu it with an upriglit and an humble mind; and let your

cries arise to God for tbe planting and spreading his
name; and let your life so shine in the beauty of holi

ness, that the mouths of all Truth's enemies may be stop
ped, and the solier inquirers after the Truth, may be

reached by your taithfulness and innocency, which is the
loudest trumpet that can sound out God'^praise in the
earth. And without this life, all preaching and testimony
IS to no purpose, but tends to the condeinnation of theiu

who make profession of that they enjoy not.
And, my h riends, you know hoAV the good seedsman
hath sown a good seed in and among youl and no doubt
but the evil seedsman is still watchino- to sow his evil

n
vP
' f t iint your
o own
u t ,hearts,
a nwhi
d chwcannot
a t creh
over
that^ground
ceive any evil seed of what sort or kind soe ei- For in

the good seed which IS Christ, ye have li ryrfiave comS tiieAlove
f,!""
T'filu youihy J,carts
the flowing
fortk
of
of Goil
„„e toward another.

Bu wherever the enemy's seed is sown and received,
that brings in death, sorrow and discord, and begets hard
thoughts and jealousies in the mind, and takes away the
sight of the single eye, which can sec the single heart

1,1 one anothei;^ And if this be stood iu a while, it de-

stroys the tender birth of the true seed, in the wonib, and
begets and brings forth a false birth in liis room, which
exalts it^l xn the sight of things, Avhich it must never
inherit. T heretore, dear lambs, that yc may abide to the
end, and accomplish your holy testimony with \oy to the

glory of God, and to your everlasting rejoicing, I say

again, keep ii the tender, lowly frame of spirit, which ye
have learned in the I ruth, m which ye will witness a

growing up in strength and iinderstandin«-.
And, dear hearts, love cue another with the same love
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wherewitli the Lord hath loved you ; wliicli is that love

that fovgives trespasses and covers offences. And hereby

ye will always have a sense ol each others life and sin
cerity, and he tender over the good in one anotlier, and

travail for one another's growth and prosperity. For this
love teacheth to lay no burdens upon one another, but to

help bear each others burdens, as Christ Jesus hath
tauHit. And while this love dwells in your hearts, there

is no room for evil thoughts, nor for jealousies, nor evil

surmisings ; but whatever is seen in another that is not

riglit, this love constrains the one, to deal uprightly with

the other; and the other feeling the virtue of this love is
constrained thereby to submit to the word of exliortation
for the J.ord's sake, and so both are comforted and re
freshed

together.

i

-i

^

i

«

i i i v.

And, Friends, wait diligently, daily to ftcl the life

of Youi^estimony renewed in yonr souls; that ye may

k .or tl r i k of God to be sUll tbe uew and hv...s
w
ml,lofIbtLIbat
vli keyeepbeae
youthe
f,o.ucross
fa.nt,„s by ».o. oC
tbe"7le1
nsl

aud reproach of the gospel; for tvhe., your ^ »

ward consolation is renewed, as well as your exe.ases
and trials, there can be no weariness.

Anrl
thU
keens
out ofthey
all dead
lormality,
which all
,,
f
II
into:
when
have
iost
thelile
of
other professors f; J profession, wfiich

their testimony, they things, which neither
stands m won s ' comfort to their souls.

' C^vol iratdy hefoved, wait in diligence for tl.e dew
But

you,

deaiiy

^

of heaven ^Vha b planted you, and may receive

SLTltioV in youl boloms, i? ymir familes, and

in your meSings, and your souls may praise his name
T'.-ipnds let none be discouraged at tbe prosperity

offh:'
i.rgodC-at the length of their funiversal spirit, feel tbe prosperity ot

arisen to possess the gate of its enemies, ant s j p
in the hand of the Lord in many lands and countries :

and Truth reigns over the head of deceit, and treads it
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down, and breaks tlie bead and power of the serpent,
according to the promise of God. And they that believe,

make not haste, but wait in the patience of Christ, to see
the glorious work which is begun and carried on in the

Lord's time, every one fulfj^ling their own part in their
day; and being then gathered to tlieir fathers, they lay
down their heads in the faith, steadfastly believin°*, that

he that hath begun the Avork, will finish it to hfs own
glory and honour.

So, dear Friends, the God of my life bless you, pre

serve and prosper you in his blessed testimony to which
he hath called you, and strengthen you, and giA e you wis
dom, so to walk as ye have heard and learned from the

thffSfu'l
Thsi si te
i earnest breathn
i g and desrie of your true
Friend, in the fellowship of the gospel of peace,
STEPHEN CRISP.

A N

E P I S T L E F R O M S T E P H E N C R I S P,
T

O

FRIENDS IN THE NORTH.

DEAR and truly beloved, in the everlasting seed and
holy covenant of life eternal, doth iny soul salute you

with love unfeigned; for by tiie same holy pure spi
rit by which we have been comforted and refreshed in
one another many a time, when we liave been tosether;

d)y the same are you brought into my remembrance, and
my spirit gives thanks to God daily on yonr behalf, (to

whom I am knit and united by a band insejparable,) be
cause of your preservation in the f-utli, and patience of
Jesus our head: that though the mouutaiiis have swelled

to a great height, and the waves of the raging sea have

rolled so violently against the rock ot your dwelling, yet

you are where you were, and your faith is coiilirnied
through your trihulations, and your patience enlarged
through the exercise thereof. Oh ! dear lambs, what hath

our God done for us? His arm hath been underneath in

all our trials, else we must needs have fainted long ere
now : but heiTiii doth my soul rejoice, that your testimony

doth live, and that all the strength ot darkness hath no
slain it, but it remains as a crown upon your heads. Oh I
my dear Friends, let no man take away this your crown,
and let none lose tlic price lie ha h already pan ; for it

any man suffer his testimony to fall, after he hatli begun
to bear it, he loseth his sufferiiigs that he hath suttered,

and it is not accounted unto hiin but as a reproach; as

he that began to build a house and could not hiiisli it.
Therefore, dear hearts, you that have this glorious testi
mony of salvation and of life committed to yon, be ten-

der and careful of it, as of your most choice treasure, and
count it not a small thing that God hath done for you ;

for no honour Is like uuto tliis honour, nor no freedom
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like the being a faitlifiil servant of fjod ; for hath the
reward of this life, and of that Avhich is to com^. u

alas! my dear Friends, none can accomplish this blcsse

testimony in these days of trial, but those alo'i^ lo

know the daily renewing of that power l)y

Avere called unto it. And none feels tiiat rene^^'"'S'.

they that daily Avait upon the Lord, Avho is the Avell-si"^'"5

of all our strength and refreshment; and a\ hensocver any

come to slight their Avatch, and to neglect their Avaiting

upon God, they are hut as those Avho forsake the fnn"'''"'h

and so groAv dry, and barren, and unfruitful to God, or

to their own good. So keep your dependaiice upon the
Lord, that ye may abide, for he abideth ; and tiiey that
are built upon him alone, do also abide tinto the end;
for the unchangeable poAver is thatAvhich doth nniUeyou

unchangeable in your testimony; and as you dwell in
that, you iiave tiie promise, and cannot be brought to
nought, as many have been, Avho have been exalted m

the knoAvledge, and groAvu careless of the cross, Aviio are
alieady fallen, and set iorth as Lot's Avife once was, as
an ensample of the judgment of God. Bat such as have
their dependancc upon the Lord alone feel cause in

themselves to be humlile and lowly minded; and although

they bejoined to the power of God in the covenant of his

light, yet self IS kept in the death, and the confidence is

in the power, and the Jionour of all is o-iven to that which

is eternal, and not to the creature, thougii never so pure.

And they, who tlius in the true humility give the lionour
of their standing and presm-yation unto' the Lord, and

not unto themselves, nor their parts, wits, understaiidinss

nor resolutions, these doth God sufficiently honour with

his glory and presence, and supports them in all their
exercises ; but whoever comes to disregard the power,

and thinks to stand by what he knows and hath seen, ho
stands but in a slippery place.

And, dear hiiends and brethren, remember to keep
holy the sabbath ol your rest in Christ, Avhich is now
come, and see that you rest from your labours, and toil

ing your spirits in the earth and earthly things; and
whoever feels a burden, lay it off, whatever it be, that

r
to

Friends

in

the

A'*orth.
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yc may possess all things in the free spirit that loolcs not
at the value of any thing in coiupaiason of the Truth, re

membering the words of our Lord, that where the trea
sure is, the lieart will also be. So that those whose
heart is in a wife, in a husband, in children, in trade,

in riches, in liouse and lands, or whatever else,^ so iar
that they cannot wdllingly give them up for the Truth ;

these are such a one's treasure, and this treasure is iu

the earth; and tlie iieart is there, whatever they profess.

And these things come to be the gods in the secret cham
bers, besides the Lord ; and so his first and lasting com

mandment, who said. Thou shalt have none other gods

besides me, is broken ; and this brings guilt and buialens

upon the soul, and then thou canst not keep the. spiritual
sabbath to God, for no burden must be borne therein :
but he tbat is entered into the rest, is ceased from his

own works, as God did from his; and such keep the

^Avhi
^So
^^d
' Sv beloved, cast away that labour and toil
ch hath made some to walk uncomfortably m
and some to faint and fall fioni it; and lift up yom eaUs

to God il the faitli, and give up yom^elves and all things

to his will; and there conies an end of all your caies,

saving only to be found doing his will in your geneAnd inmthistins
iviui
blessed
Die service
faithfulis in
my Christ
joy and Jesus,
my fellowin

hip with you, and « enlarged towards you,

i";h7 wX' «. Yet liaving nt, new

thing to write unto yon, but the vciy same which we
have'heard and learned from the besinning, to wit, that
glorious testimony of the resurrection o lite an<l

vation, whicli God, through the manifesta ion ot his So,

hath commited unto us to hear. In " "ch hleyed tes l
mony
I still lahour in the strength of the ^ ^
hath Messed me therein, and caused me hy the opmation
of his divine love, to sound the same go^pd on »

countries and nations in the eastern parts ^
where a door of utterance is opened unto me; and many
have believed and obeyed the Truth.
31t
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And having now been in England, visiting the chuvches
about four months, I am again in tlic will of God about
to cross the seas; though I much desired first to have
seen your faces in the northern parts, whom my soul
dearly loves ; but the necessities of other nations and
countries, bring a constraint upon me, at this time, to
omit it. But the salutation of my love abounds towards

you; and I pray God to give you a living sense thereof

in yourselves, to the comforting and refreshing of every
faithful one among you.

Farewell, and the God of peace multiply and increase

his goodness in all your souls, and preserve you all alive
to himself, to bear his holy testimony amongst his ene

mies, that the world may know that lie is risen, that
saves and preserves from falling. To whom belongs
everlasting honour, everlasting l enown and dominion for
ever and evermore.

Your dear friend and brother in the Truth, and com

panion m the kingdom, patience, and tribulations of
Jesus.

S T E P H E N C R I S P.

A N

EriSTLE FROM STEPHEN CRISP
T
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F R I E N D S I N T H E E A S T E R N PA R T S .

Dearly beloved Friends,

IN that love that is better felt than expressed, do I

dearly salute you, as having a true sense of a service to
Which the Lord God hath called you in that place, to

witness to his name, which is holy, and must be exalted

ia the earth ; and the power is making known itself abun-

. dantly in the earth ; f
Iiearts, my soul's cry to the God of my life, is daily, that

you may be kept and preserved in the dominion o us
holy, pure Seed, which is a lowly douuniou, and a king

dom that comes in power, and stands in the power. And
dear hearts, have a care of yourselves ; I know, by large
experience, it is a day of trial unto you; therefore keep
your armour on, that spiritual armour of light, that you

may see round about you which way the enemy works

to betray you, and to do you hurt; and dwell in that

which gives you an understandiig and discerning be
tween the clean and the unclean; that among the multi

tudes that come to you, you may know what to feed, and
^vhat to famish ; to whom ye may open, and to whom ye
must shut; for it is not lawful to give holy things to dogs,
nor wisdom to cast pearls before swine ; but to feed the
seed, and to wait for the gentle showers that tali Ironi

the everlasting hills upon it, both in you and m them ;
that so it may come up, and answer to your lite, and to
your obedience and subjection; and that the \yorld may
see you are not your owu, hut that you are given up to
obey him that hath bought you and redeemed you bpth
in word and deed.
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Dearly beloved, my heart is full of love to

my prayers are for you ; and I believe the Lord
you good, and bring you into a good experience

relating to the kingdom of God, which may be .
service of his church, and to the comfort of his peop

I am writing something in answer to Alexander Koss

lies and slanders, which I shall speed, and send }0U
a part of, as soon as I can. Here is also a fine b®o
which George Keith hath written to the jMe^n^

showing how they err from the scriptures, in five princi
foundation, ministry and worship, which I would aL®
further as fast as I can.
I shall not enlarge, but remain your dear frieud and

pal particulars, as baptism and the Lord's supper?

brother in the Truth,

STEPHEN CHlSr.

a n o t h e r

EPISTLE FROM STEPHEN CRISP
T O

f r i e n d s .

Dearly beloved Friends,

IN the fellowship of that pure Spirit by which the

Lord hath reached unto us and quickened us, and
b r oMlu g
t iiiai
u s isf reternal;
o m t in
h athis
t flioly
' 5 telloMship,
c h
i:f,.

sensihlc of a f ,^,„to you, earnestly breatl.-

I say, doth "y °"\! '-"„V.rfouulaiu, that he umy daily
mg uu o (rod, vho IS m

multiply l»s S'a^. "'"1/ of his good Spirit,

yoij a i; and may by the^^ ^

Others fn En-land and elsewhere do enjoy, and you want;
viz. the many precious opportunities of

together
in our ireneral and large meetings, mid the lai^e
fl • T hi raV flip spirit in the ministers of the gospel.
flowings forth ot tlie spinbi k„ „il ami will

Biitr Friends, the L-d ,^5 an?"

bo aii in all uuto J™ ce, and tiiat spirit of life

you are often >» »" '™|,,i„g you to mind for good, as

tbat IS in us, il" . j nourished by the same bread
members of the sam® Friends, your testimony
y which we live. ji rviideruess. (where Sioii our

for God, in l 'at^^en are yet in Lfleriig,) is very
mother,

and

all

mhis

ser

vant havr with comfort and refreshiiieut to mysnlt

and many brethren, been drawn forth ^ ^

u
ndltori^strmLy Tsa
' cc^^^^^^^^^^ and let your trust
be alone in God, who hitherto hath made way for you
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beyond expectation, and Avill still take the care of you.
as a father over his children ; and have a care that nothing
be sufiered or permitted among you, that hurts your
testimony for God and his blessed name: Oh Friends!

It is more than our lives; for this is the day in Mhich
God is making known through us unto the 'world, that
there is a power aide to keep them that trust in it, in the
and holiness. Now as we walk

steadfa_st
in it, notwithstanding
all opposition,
and
out being urned
aside to the right
hand or the
left;with
so

L" be f^oml to'''i"' us, which is not elsewhere

fallen life of th f I'cstoration Irom the sinful and

b
e bdoesay
f js nnpossililc.
n
fIbit when" the work
u nof
belief,
restoration IS wrought, it shows forth the g or of the

nouvaWo'
teaL'
nf a^O'u.mit
".""''"S 'Ved"''l"in®,'that
"';
dark country; ^
and
if any
not guided in their "ewi'l convee="r'^^ such are

and Spirit in which you have he i'^

hath pleased God to n ' And seeing it
sister F f, tn A-tcU - ' . , the heart of our dear
shin of^the o-osnel wr*' i'^t fellow-

comfort and^pidt,ml ad77o7''7n """7 ^r"

liave an account how it'us hy her

and if any be ^lisordealy ami LJhIl
send us the particulars, 'that thev i the liiith,

the general meeting hen ,1, ^
n„d ;„istance we s!.a„

And, dear J .tends, fet tribnlalions,

Iraow.ng that lie glo,y „f

' tr""' I'Ti i" "'i® genevatlou

tand
h.ongh
snffnemn.
nngs,ri.shal
l corue
t|,c nextcouSge;
, in greatyoor
glory
domi
erefore,
beup
ofi„good
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to Friends in the Eastern Parts.

work, service, tribulations and aillictions, will never be
forgotten.

And, dear Friends, I came lately out of England,

where there is tlie greatest addition and increase ot the.
church of God that ever mine eyes beheld; and the occa

sion of it, (as to the outward.) is a certain law that is
made to plunder Friends' goods, for meeting and preach

ing; 40^. sterling for preaching, except the first time,

which is "ZQl. and -4)/, for the bouse where the meeting

is, and lOs. for every one that meets. And hereupon

many Friends,have been spoiled of their goods ; and their

boldness, steadfastness, faithfulness, a.id courage have
astonished the nation from the greatest to the least; and

many have believed ; and many oilicers and magistrates
rather chose to suffer themselves, than to execute the law.
So that Truth's prosperity is very eminent 111 that na

tion ; and in Scotland and Ireland there is also a giya

increase-and remember, my dear lambs, ye are the lirst

ffuits unto our God in these countries; that is yom clo^^n,
wear it honourably, and suffer for the

seed in meekness and patience, and commit the woik to

Go,l, "v o wil break duo,.gl. tb» m lus great
sel
f, Lid comfort Lid S""'" ^
and satisfy you with Rmw it i. your desire;
desire of my soul to } > j j s„,,plications

a d I know God dotb a" > j
and cries of Ins owi , and ^
remain

your

true

and

leai

i

^
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T O

THE RULERS AND INHABITAlS'iS
J N

H O L 1. A N 1),
AND

THE

IlEST

OF

THE UNITED PROVINCES.

(Tiic Original IManuscript of a Book in Dutch, called Tlic Oroumi
and Cause of the jMiseiy of the Netherlands.)

OH, Hollantl, and the adjacent provinces, a renown

ed land, a land full of riches, full of ijcoijie, iuU of re
ligion, and full of all iniquity ! Oh, wluit lanicntation
oh, Netherlands!
Mv soul
afflicted fflr thee, and thee,
my heart
is iiUed with soitoW
conis

cerning thy state; how is distress and anguish conie up-

on thee ere thou art aware? And how are thy bowels
filled with confusion and distraction, breakings and shat-

terings on every side? Thy wise men and rulers have

lost their ancient policy, and thy whole land hath lost

that unity in which thy glorying was; and misery is

broken in upon thee like a sea, and there are no banks to
keep It out, thy strong holds have been and are still hut

snares to thee, and gins of thy own preparing, wherein

thou art catched and taken, and hast none to deliver thee;

thy gold and money are now no saviour, neither availctli

it thee that thou hast gotten great riches, for that doth but

sharpen the force of thy enemies against thee; thy mul
titude of counsellors^ is now no safety to thee, because
they are broken in judgment, and confounded and shat

tered in their counsels, every man being joined to his own
faction, and seeking the promoting thereof; thy allies
Stand afar off to see what will become of thee : Oh, re-
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riowned laud, of whose fame and greatness the. whole

world rung, and all princes and potentates iiad an eye

upon tiiy ailairs and prosperity, marveUing wliereto it

would grow : how is thy glory stained, thy name and
fame decayed, thy beauty turned to itshes, thy strength
to weakness, tliy unity to confusion and tumults, thy
dread to reproach and shame, and the eyes of all po
tentates now looking out at thy fall and desolation which

liasteth upon thee! These things are greatly to
mented, and yet is there a greater lamentation over tiiee,

and that is that few or none have laid these things to

heart, nor sought out the cause of this misery, nor set a

hand to remove it; but the nearer the plagues come, the

more in-idc, looseness, and hardness of iieart, do till tl.y

lill
and,
, Uk-s,
and
lawwilli
or none
alaJ'"
nd
tliea,.,1
sap,
leiv
orpen,,!.!:
noneluu;am
plead
God
ance, and tnrning IVoin Ihoae a loimnalions f" " >

mi"-htv Grod of heaven is come to visit thee , but th;y e^cs

a„S in^nd ar "out at tlia cause and 7-'

this is a traitor, and that is a traitor; and " ^ J' ^
another reports and spreads them, am a u f

upon that as upon a foundation, and so and i

ticeis turned backward, and your fingers made foul uth
blood and your hands full ot iniquity, so that yoiii su old

cS pi" vail nor your designs t'c-l'^""''s a v i o u r s

■a and
m i tun.
u i r i to
. ttie
t o iiand
t l i e tliato uf tJ"'' a t

othci hand, lion " Jourselvcs with vain and windy

■''"'.s1 mi
^tef h-oni yonr cidaniH^^^^
fi 1 «ns setting up one man, and pulling down
and

^Jr

another
.1,
makin

calling » ntVended God. whose anger is
u^
P^l^^c'with an O^nded C^d, -I-justly kindled against yon because of your *

Another great" misery upon thee

thou hast few or none, to deal plainly

thy forsaken condition; hut thy teachers, w i ,
the great stirrers up of this coniusioii, ai ^

parties within thee, are as blind seers that can see no

way for thy escape, but are putting yon upon desperate
designs, which tend more 3to5 their own iniciest and ad-
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vantage tlian to yours, so thinking to make an advan

tage of your misery, and build tbeir ton er higiier with

your ruin; and in place of telling you how you were

brought into this condition, and how' you might come

out, they are crying out, tliat they have been too much
despised, and their church counsels too much inspect

ed, and their power too much limited and restrained,

and you have given too mucli liberty for people to

exercise their consciences in matters of religion as they

were persuaded, though contrary to them and their

prescriptions; so that if you will but serve them in per

secuting all their opposers, though more upright than
themselves, and if you wil but set them up, and put more
into tlieir mouths, they will cry peace to you : oh beware
of such blind guides that see not the danger, nor the
way to ^cape it, but such have you too long followed.
Oh ye ^etherlanders, until now both the leaders and
the led, the rulers and the people, are fallen and falliug
into a pit together.

And now that things are thus far gone, oh that there
weie yet but an ear to hear counsel, that I might have
""Sht y'et turn to tSeLord,

hail,
laid you (Iraolate ■' y"°' "f ' "lili"
11 1 .... 1 1 I y. ' tiiuail is upon me for you,
that j e mi ht be saved if it be possible, and the decree

he not sealed against you: and, however, that I may be

clear in God's sight, and free from the blood of all men.

It lies upon me to spread a few things by way of coun

sel and consideration before the peoplJof these countries,

that the just principle in all consciences may be reached
unto, unto which I do appeal; and they shall testify in
the day of judgment in the face of all the rebellious, that
they were warned, and that they rejected counsel.
And first consider the great hypocrisy that is in this
land, which is a crying sin, and provokes the Lord to

anger; how is the simplicity of your forefathers lost?
Where is that zeal and fervency that appeared for refor
mation a hundred years since? nay, is it not become a

crime for any man to seek a further reformation than that

which is stinted and limited by men of corrupt minds?

in Holland, 8^c. ^7^

Steets ^enei^en tot alio l)ooslicit, alle de geboodcn godts

brekende. Bidid. o. Dort. 01. Art. Is not this the top of

your reformation? and if any come to preach a freedom
from sin, and a clean sacrifice out of a clean heart, and

the change of tlie nature that God works in his children,

that they come Steets genegen tot alle good heyt; now
hateful is such doctrine both to priests and people, as ii

they siiould say, Ave will have no more reformation than
We have, that is, to pray and preach with sinful hearts,
and to perform sinful performances, to traiisgiess an
break all the commands ot God, and to abide in the sin

ful state till we die; this is the pitch of our religion and

reformation ; oh ve hypocrites, can ye bring forth a clean
offering out of such an unclean vessel? and if the ouei-

ingbe polluted, will it not be abomniable to the puie
God? Said not Christ, first make the inside

fore, oh ye inhabitants, cease from all

V
ice, and sit down in silence, and say as they did of old,
the Lord hath put us to silence, J er.

And in this silent submission to the wil of ^ ^
come to find every one the cause of the plague n In omi
bosom, to wit, an unclean heart never ye made ^
yet undertake to be a worshipper; an old corrupt natm

never mortified, and yet undertake to talk of ^ "5 J

oh t„is l.yi.ocn.y l.a.h yot
of ho.yen, a,„l Imll. ^ ,v4lifps ami services;
for l„s soul IS weaiy ot I consciences, the

Sw"' 7-T " vo vr^mcleanness and inclinations

lsae^i
cttTs S! therein, and hnnahle yom.lves before lin or else cease from worshipinns ojom

van
i and empty forms, for the o
l nger you go on «
the more wi 1 you provoke the LokI agaiost yoo, and
that shal ye kSow to he true from «o
' Lord, to yon aiU

botl, one sort and auother, who woyslnp in that Ullei
state, and sinful condition, and neither come o Know a
cleansing, nor so much as a hope thereof rais_ I P. A

8. Again, consider the rendings and tearings that are
among you upon the account of doctrine and worship,

which you have all laid upon God, as if he were the au-
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tlior of it all; and that he stood on the part of every parly^
though never so opposite one to another, and herein is

the Jjord highly provoked, yea his name hlaspliemeil, of
which he is and always was very jealous, llow many
rents and divisions are there at this day among the priests
of tliese countries? how many among the states and ru
lers? how many among the ministers? how many among
all other sects beyond mimher? and which of them is it

that doth not endeavour to espouse God, ami Christ, and

scriptuye,
as the
the (juari
el and
as it God&c.
were
likehead
untoofyou,
l)roken
andcontroversy,
divided in
counsel; oh for sliame put a stop to this taking the name
of God into your mouths, till ye come to know his Avill

hetter, and name him not in your rents, and divisions,
and pri\ate interests, cai'ried on with specious j)rctcnces;
for lie sees all your deceitfid piirjjoses, and will not hold
that man guiltless that takes his name in vain. Exod. xx.

And know this, tiiat helore any man should dare to make

use of the name of God, to maintain his party and cause,
he ought first to know that his cause is God's cause, and

bow slwubl J0„, aoy of you k,K,„ while you deny '

not all ,o„ ,bscor,ls lenuun os .louhtlV.l to you, Jo one

tuclc as on the otbee.' bow da.e then one man oi- people
peiscculo the o licr, and that upon the account of Go'l's
work, and Tise his name thereto? Did not God reprove

this work in the days of Isaiah, ch. Ixvi. 5, yet ye are

going oil with it against them whom ye hate, aud there-?
by provoke the Lord to anger.

3. Again, consider the means you are using for deli

verance 111 this day of your distress, and see whether you
are not working the contrary way, and thereby provoking

the^ Lord more and more. The first means is by pro

claiming a lasting day to pray for a blessing upon your
arms by land and sea against your enemies, &c. Now

may not the I'Ord justly say. Who hath required this at

your hands? hat prophet have you among you that
hath received the word from the Lord to say with Joel,

Jo. ii. 15, Blow the trumpet, sanctify a fast, call a solemn
assembly, &c. No, you have denied that spirit, aud de-

in
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nietl that wh'icli should sanctify your consvcsations. Aiul

further, iu case ye he persuaded it is your duty to keep
a fast, let as many as are so minded ohscrve it iii quiet
ness and humility, hut make uot your fast an occasion

of strife and persecution against your neighbours anil

friends who are not like minded : for how can you expect

a blessing upon your arms, by forcing people to observe

your fast, who neither have faith in your last, nor arms
neither: and would it luit be hypocrisy and suiin suck
as arc otherwise minded to dissemble Mith God and

you, and make you believe they had unity with you, and

have it not? said not the apostle, A\ hatsoever is not ol

faith is sin? Horn. xiv. 23. And those that because they

have no faith either in your fast or in your arms, cannot
dissemble and make a show of asting with

you nersecute. U" .Y"" think this can bring a blessing

111)011 vou and your proceedings ? I tell you nay ; but ye

wil iml one ly that yc |h,11 clown jmlsnionls faster
persecution than you can prevent I''"" ' ^

prayers and fasting'. '7^ v 1 Ind
herein upon the consciences ol any, and Ihej I at
their hea ts prepared to keep a day, le then he 1 «

the Lord in {.ea'ce and «..ce"hV.,^ 7' I t.
. a „ i - n i v f r o m s t r i t e , e n v y, p e r s c - n i i i u n
y o n c. foI m
e to hreah oA „.ay

oppicssion, yoi ' j. defence is to inaUe hld-

vhich y"''/'""'''"'erms, wlich, instead of heing a
warks, and t"' l^,|,'„,e'it, and enjoin it upon the

: X'Z do^ yo:.'Y'"" 'if "'erc'nn.ra

though
a
s c i e n c ees ,di.
of p
e o p l eyou
, m knew
o u ^ , there
• ' , .were
. i n f emany
ssiou

thousand ill the land wl.o had long •'"'^Xl

against these tilings, whose hypocrisy if iio" >
manifested, and it is seen it was but a prolession without
power; but if they had kept to their
what great persecution must thereupon ha^e i y
the few that have suffered, and borne their testimony i.i

these things. Oh Nethcrlanders, is tins the Avay to pros-
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per, to put force upon the consciences of people, which
alone belongs to God, and which your fathers a hundred
years ago did understand no man had power over? (See
the proclamation of the States-General in the year 1581.)
And have you more power in these causes than the king

of Spain had? Or is it any better for the people of this

age to observe your holidays when you impose them upon

them, if they have no faith in them, nor unity with

them, than it would have been for the people of that age
to have observed the holidays of the papists, which were
imposed them, in which they had no faith nor unity
vvith them. Oh consider these things, and let conscience

be free for God to rule there, for it is his dwelling-place.

4'. Consider wliat use is at this time made of your low
estate, that instead of turning to the Lord, whose heavy
band is upo" you, and passing by offences wherein ye

have offended eacii otiier, and forgiving ininries, and
.loining together in covenant with Go^d, and one another

m.love, as Clu;,stums ouglit to do; I say instead hereof,
^nd
.-"W toitli
of reveiig:,,
u|,on
another,
and bunging
miscliief and evil
aSainst
liis noiHihour and his In-other, and I)v nil / V i „

sometimes seeking the ruin aifd dest T f
t rwav
the
way to
toheal
Imaline!
ing thy wound,
' '''' I ' ()h Netherlands, hut is
the way to make thy wounds daily bleed alVesii, and to

him thnt is ntr-ninc^ u: i , "^^^luction each one of

give matter to thy enemies to rejoice over tiiee, who can
so easily rejoice and triumph one over another ; far bet-

ter weie it, that ye did humiile yourselves and forgive

one another and seek the public welfare by banishing

each one out of jus own bosom that traitor called wrake-

sucht, and enmity, which hath been the ruin of many
famous countries, and hath begun to ruin yours, and wiil
certainly rum it, if not cast out; for self-interest always
breeds contention, and contention wrakesucht; but the
universal love of God which teacheth in the first place to
pve no occasion or ottence, that preserves all societies

111 peace; and had this universal love of God prevailed
in this land, things had not come to the pass they are
come to: but pride and liaughtiness went before a fall.
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and now are the lofty fallen, and they that have been

long contriving how to get into great honours and digni

ties, are as in a moment fallen. Oh tliat all that are.
concerned hoth in this falling aiid rising would consider

the just liand of God in these things, but let none act in
revenge against his neighbour, nor his brother, for ven

geance is the Lord's, and he doth and will repay it; and

if some magistrates must be turned out because they have
been exalted, let men more humble, more wise, more

fearing God, and hating covetousness, be nominated in
their places, and not such as will step but into their de
caying glory, and withering dignities, and there exalt
themselves sis they have done, for that is the wsiy to bring
down more iudgments and plagues upon this distressed
land, and alivsiys to be unsettled and tilled with confusion.
S. It is worth the consideration of all men how the

mighty hand of God is manifested in this our age in break

ing the decrees and force of men, and in overturning all
devices which are contrived of men tor the settling their
own interest: by which all men ought to learn to take
heed of binding, or seeking to bind the hand oi the Al
mighty ; when was there more policy and counsel em

ployed for the settling of self-interest than was in England
against the present king? And when men's bands were,
at the strongest, then the Lord confounded their counsels,

andbroiiglifhim over them, whom they had most ex-

eluded; Jut this served not the rulers of this land fo a
warning, who trusted not so much in the Lord fur then
estnblisdimont, (if it were his wil,) as li their own edicts
and contrivaimes to keep out the young prmce of Orange^
and how suddenly were al their hands and edicts broken ?
Thetefore how had all men need to stand m awe, and to
fear before the Lord, and every one to act iiuietly m Ins

own sphere, without having regard to self-interest, and
endeavouring to establish it by deep and crafty contriv

ances, and without having an eye to what s'mll be, ex

cept they knew the counsel of the Almighty theiein.

Therefore, O prince, rulers, and people, be wise, sober,
and watchful, and fear, and dread the living God who
sees all your thoughts and purposes : and so many of your
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purposes fis arc contrary to lii.s lioly, pure, and rigliteoua

Avill, he will eitlier prevent and bring to nougid, or else
suffer to come to pass to the hurt and s»)rrow of the pro

posers tiiereof: and in both he will glorify his name, and
make the inhabitants of the earth, botli liigh and low, to
know that he is God, and tlicre is no God besides liini

that can pull down and set up at bis pleasure; and (hat
avrogancy, pride, cruclt;^', and oppression, are no inoro '

pleasing to him in one man's name or appearance than in

anotlier: and that no throne can be established but in

righteousness, nor no counsel nor government prosper but
what is grounded upon justice and truth, which is the
foundation of every thing that is fast; and Avhat is not
built thereupon is easily sliaken and removed, as expe
rience liath always tauglit, and doth tcacli; therefore saith

Avisdom, ProAerI)s, A'iii. 15, Jly me kings reign and
princes decree justice, &c. and happy is that king, prince,
and ruler, Avho take Avisdom for their guide, and the fear
of God, which is the beginning thereof, for their coun
s e l l o r.

6. Consider the condition of the burghers in this land,

Avlm m most cities have put themselves in a posture of

defence against their enemies, and let the wise in heart
judge wJietber in their present state and condition they

Jiave any reason to expect a blessing upon their endea

vours; O ye burghers, awake and consider hoAV your

time is spent, niglit and day, in your court, guards and
watches, and lay it to heart, and bethink you^ whether it
be noAV a time for you to multiply your sins and wicked

ness, and to provoke the Lord to blast all your endea

vours by your drinking, carding, dicing, and playing, by
all manner ot wantonness, idleness, and light and lilthy
discourses, and these exercises you call pastimes. Alas,

miserable men, you knoAv not liow soon your time may

be short enough, yea, so that you Avould be glad it wei'e
longer, Avhen a bullet may pass through your head, or a

spear through your boAvels, as it has done Avith many of
late, and may do Avith many more. Oh ! then a little time

Avould be precious to you, and especially you that have
not been brought up to such lascivious exercises, but to
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youv shops and trades, and worldly business, for you to
fall into such courses, and corrupt yourselves, and make

your guards as schools and nurseries of wickedness, and

that in such a time when the Lord hath lilled your laud

and towns with ainazeiuent and confusion; is this a time

to devise ways and means to shorten your time, and to

spend it worse than ever you did before? Oh ! be ashamed

of these tilings, and banish caials, and dice, and all Avantonuess out "of your guards, and fear the Lord God to

tviimn you must give an account of all your Avovds and

actions, and of every minute of your mis-spent time; and
how soon yon shall be called to an account hereof you
know not; but this 1 am sure, there is a witness for God
nigh in every one of your consciences, Avhich reproves

these things in secret, and if yon would give ear thereto,

you would be called to an account every day and liour,

and would spend every day and night as your last, and

then when the end of your days did come, you would

he able to give an account with joy : and know tins, that

although this witness of God be despised by you, and the

counsel thereof rejected, yet it wil leave you Avithout ex
cuse in the day of judgment, and then shall you knoAV

that your looseness,' Avickedness and hardness of heart,
hath grieved the spirit of the Lord, that liatli striven with
you every one, as you may see. Job, xxxiii. 14. 29. 30,

and consider every one, if God hath not striycu with you

to turn you from your evil way, and what is the i^asoii

you are not turned. And consider also it it be not high
time to leave off wickedness, and not multiply it, espe

cialy when death stands by the door, and in the grave

there is no work; and let none say, our city is strong, our

burghers are valiant, our commanders are true and faith

ful; for if all these things be so, yet these cannot save
you, for the hand of the Lord is above, and beyond all
these things, and his hand is upon you for your sin and
ininuity, and from it can no man protect nor deliver you;

read Psalm, cxxvii. 1, Except the Lord keep the city the'

"Watchmen Avatch in vain; and hoAV can you expect the

Lord to be a keeper of your cities, Avheii you are daily
filling them Avith those things that are abominable in his
36
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sshame
ight? M
ay he not justly cast you out as a pvo"!
l)eforc your enemies, who exceed them jil apgss.

fession, and yet daily increase your sins and i„anse
Oh! repent, repent, and cease to do evil, -.wieii

your hearts, ami purify your hands, ye double-^ '
or else the hand that is lifted uj) against you, ^vill mj J

■waste, and none shall be able to deliver you. , .

7- In tbe next place, consider wbat you m'e *^9 »

all you wbo are daily raising tumults and iiisnvi'^^

in tbe bowels of tbis distressed land, brealcing the

of all order or moderation, stoning, plundering '

ing, and evilly entreating whom you please: yC'^' 5!°^'
rulers tliemselves, upon the bare suggestions of every mic
and unruly tongue. What do you t liiuk will be the cflect
of these things? How siiall your fastings and pvay®^'®

procure a blessing from tiie righteous God, while your
bands are full of blood and cruelty, disorder and mis
rule: is this you that used to be crying out to

who for conscience sake, could not in some thing-'' u®

sul)ject to the commands of rulers, hut rather exposed

themselves to patient suflering, oh ye must be suiijectto
magistrates, ye must^ not rebel against autbority, nor ho
seditious and such like ? AVhere now is your zeal for the

authority and for the magistrates? Doth it not appear

that deceit and hypocrisy liave lodged in the secret cham
bers of your hearts, and now it is manifest that ye regard

neither magistrates nor authority? but the bringing to pass

your mad and monstrous wils, raging as madmen with

out either bounds or order; tossed like a sea, one while
one way, another while another, without any stability5

by wliich you are a sbame botb to your religion and go

vernment, and a grief to all that have the fear of Ood

before their eyes. M'^cre it not better that every one rest
ed in quietness and in peace, waiting upon God, to see
him bring down and set up at his pleasure, and discern

ing of God, who is the fountain of wisdom, to endue your
prince and rulers with wisdom, how to remove evil men

out of authority, and to place better in their places, and yon
to continue in obedience to the power of God, wronging
no man, and abusing no man? Would not this be a
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speediei' way to bring down a blessing upon you, and
your land and government, and to stop the proceedings

of your enemies, than by filling the land nith tumults

and uproars, with violence and cruellies? to that of God
in all consciences I speak, let that answer me.

8. And now the bands of government are broken among

you, and must be again made up, or else you must in
evitably perish ; let every one, both high and low, consi

der wliat government in itself is, that so ye may from the
true original thereof, proceed every one to know yonr

place ill the creation, hoth how to rule and to be ruled.
The apostle Paul saith, the powers that are, arc of God ;
but that power by whici. a magistrate becomes a tyrant,

or a subject becomes a rebel, that is no of God, bu o

the devil who is tl.c author of evil; but the power that
1 r of
T' 1God,
1 -i.G lea^e.
neither ruler
nor subject
the liberty
IS
^o the'
will ofto God;
so

of their own will, b'lt imi „,.n tn be

but both must be subject . , . i i.onni

if Ch<.,y will be luippy, fo;- !'»'I
ness - now this power as it is in God is incomprehensible

in n1 d
M f HinP w
nvi end
a
t h o; but
u t as it is ^manifest sin tthe
a nsons
ds

and daugh ers ,,etiins; and all good that is
between all goml .
done IS done 111 it, and

ou it, and I' , jvnd to give them law in every
tied prinmple to do, and what they must
loibcai, and lie t magistrate,

and a ten-or to tl.ose that do evil, lloin. x» . S Aud

therefoie God who is a God of order ^"'1 eace, I a

made known tlis just and "luul PfUj"!"'®' ™J"
power, wisdom, light, trutli, &c._ m y *

hoth high and low, that men might live in o^dci and m
peace upon the face of the earth, 1 Cor. xiv. o3. By tins
the ruler knows it is not good to be fierce, cinel nor m-
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jurious; and also that if he were a snhject, lie o
be so done unto : by this thesul)icct knows thul V"?
not to he stubhoin, rebellious nor treacherous j n'lt la

if he-were a ruler he would not he so done uidoj so, as

long as this blessed principle of God is siihmided to, jo u
by rulers atid people, so long tliey are a Itlcssiug? com
fort and strength, one to another, and not longer; loc hie

power in the ruler is one with the power in the subject;
and whosoever turns from the power, tiie power turns
against him, and the unity is broken, and instead of peace,

and tranquillity, there are discord and trouble ; therefore

happy and blessed are that prince and ijeople, 'ivho are

both subject to the higher power, which is the power of

God; for such feel perfect love and unity one with ano

ther, and the prince commands in obedience to God, and
the sulyect obeys for God's sake, and not out of fear,
1 Pet. ii, 13; and a government, and a rule built upon

this foundation, and kept here, shall always prosper:
here no man seeks to vassali/.e his fellow-creature to his
own Avill, and no man counts obedience to his lawful
prince a yassallage ; but lioth serve God in their several

places with cheerfulness: and how lnm„y would such a
to l.ihoui to nWwi to the knowledge ainf obedience of
na ion be and such a people; and how on-ht every one

this power winch made all things gooir u d keeps allin
good order! This, tiiis alone, oli ^Netherlands ! can heal
tiiy wound and cure tiiy breach. This is that can drive
away thy enemies, and reconcile thee Avith thy friends and
brethren, and until this blessed poAver of God be had in
more esteem in thee, thou canst not he healed. To this

alone belongs the titles of groote, hoogen, moogen, ach-

baer, &c. and not to frail and sinful men. And such as

have taken these titles upon them, or do still take them,

the hand of God is, and will be against them; and Avill

make them kuoAV, that out of this power they are neither
Imogen, nor moogen, nor achbaer ; but full of breakings

and confusion ; and, this pride and exaltation, have been
one cause of thy wound: and if thou should he made

whole on one side, thou wilt break out of another; and

if thou had no enemieS; thou Avouldest prove thy oavu

in

IloUandf

§"c.
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tlcstroycr. Tlievefove whoever hath an ear let him hear
the voice that calls for truth and righteousness, and judg

ment among you ; and when ye are willing to liear tlie
Lord, then he will hear you, and not before; and so in
the mean time, while his voice and power in you are

slighted and despised, he will despise and slight all your
fasts and prayers: yea, and all your labour and toil to
settle yourselves either in religion or government, shall
he in vain. And this shall you know from the Lord,

when he hath fulfdled his purpose upon you, and laid

waste the heritage of the rebellious, and brought you
down to lowliness and to repentance, and to confess unto

him and to his power, which is over all, blessed for ever.
So, Friends, thus far have I cleared myself and

dealt faithfully with you, and warned you of tlie causes
of your evils, and, whether you wil hear or forbear, the

Lord wil one day make you know that he hath raised me

up as a watchman to your country, and that I have seen the

«il comin- upon yon, anrt havo «amed you o
you,- ovli wak, E/.ok. XXX,1. 7- 8, bo,l now and bco
l .c at
<livo,-s times, as may be seen ,., my Co,npla,„t ove, G,oni
ngen, printed in the year 1669. V l-,csla„t erst & iwede
deele gedruckt. And well had it been for those iS ether-

lands if they had taken counsel then; then had these

evils not come upon them. And now 1 am again drawn
forth in the love of God, once more to write unto you,

though
woul
d wiiflinIglhave
y havebeen
forborne
writinin
g at
suchs
a tiSe Ias
this,
clear
God
sight; and glad should I be tha you had an ear to heai

Avfiile yet the day lasteth ; and let none be offended ^
the plainness of my dealing with you, for it lusli ^

to speak plainly, destruction is at the door, and it is not
my work to flatter you, nor to advance any
tion among you, as the most of your raamlold foolish

scribblers at this time do by their pasquils and pamphlets,

which tend more to the increasing your misery, and

kindling up more animosities and feuds among you, than
to taking away either the cause of your misery, oi to the
healing your breach : and for my part, 1 have learned not
to fear inan^ nor seek the favour of any pnrty or faction,
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])ut to answer the witness of God in all men's consciences,

is my aim and desire. And so, hoping there is yet a
people in thee, Oh Netherlands ! whose day is not yet
over, nor to Avlioni the Avord of ])rophecy and counsel
may not he sent, to make your ears deaf, your eyes blind,
and your liearts fat, Isa. vi. 9, 10; but that it may tend
to the improvement and amendment of life; 1 say, hop

ing tliere is such a people, 1 leave tliis my testimony, to
be read by them in the fear of the Lord," and to be im
proved to his glory and their comfort. And for the rest,

who cannot endure sound counsel and reproofs, hut per-

sist in Hieir iiKiuity, ami I,ai der, licir hearts against lie

Lord and his truth, and against lire lesliniony of his scryaiits, siicli sha I he forced to endure Ids nlagncs and

judgments, until they are converted or consliiimd. And
to conehide, 1 say ivith Malachi, both to |,riests and lieo-

pie, I hey shall find the day of God to he as a liery own,

d; R^ad Aw"ih r*''
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IN that love that is univevsal and free in its own flow-

itigs forth, am I at this time drawn fortli to visit the

beloved seed of God, with a tender salutation wh.cli wil
be better felt and understood in that tender lowly seed

of the kino-doin, than it can be read or coiiprel.ended m
the sensual or carnal comprehending wisdom of this

world Therefore, niy desire is, that with an inwaul
retired consideration, thou mayest

to sav which I was desirous, and did hope to ha^e sij,-

niaed unto thoc by "»rd of monti, but am bn^ei-cd at

present lnougl. weakness and iiabd; y ot body, and

otbev maent co.iccms for tl.e precious 1 rulbs sake, (of
wuicb I'an. a

SKlsohe
cCta eo'd's ligbt, without sigoifynewl at of tbat wliicU is upon me concermns

time.And I pray God thou mayest have a sense of the

XJ i!:;'flw- f„ve wr„nsht
he yLre of your cbildhood; a"d a seotet joy ™
nines aim capacities, wlierem yon were iiiauc of
sorviis God il your senoratioi, who had been so graeious to you. And when I lieavd tliat thy brother Clmvlcs

had laid his hand upou God's little heritage m tliePala-
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tinate, it grieved my soul for liis sake; and T was drawn
to go to him at Heydelburg; and in great meekness and

fear of God to warn him of God's dispieasnre, whicii I felt

kindled against him; and tiiis was al)ont the year 1669;

and I was constrained to tell him, that as he had

stretched out his hand against God's heritage, the Lord

would stretch out his hand against his, if he did not
cease persecuting the Lord's peopledbr their conscience
towards God. And oh, that he had taken counsel in the
day of his visitation !

And when I heard that thou didst receive several un

der thy protection, which were expelled and banished

from other places, (thongii I knew tiicir root and ground
to be, that which would not abide in the day of trial,)
yet I did rejoice on thy behalf, as believing that it sprang
iroin a tender principle in thee, which was willing, as

ia.r .as thou knewest, to receive disci|)les in the name of
disciples; ami did liope, that in time thou iiiiirlitestcome
to have a disciples rewavd ; and that thou iiiiJitest in the

Son"
i l 3 . l l O n j wl,icl,
W l l l C l l i"'"
l l c i"f
t i l tliat
I j G G nloot
f * and
.
•
1fnnii1
in all generations. ""Scs to the righteous
And, according to this hone i -i

rit for thee befor? the Lord? th'it b' ' -''v
might
I I , . open
7 athy ,iinderst.andin"-'
o s e e b etoy 'o n d , a n d o v e r
the
o&nces
and st uml
iling Idocks tliat siine pi-etcnileis
to higli tilings had cast in thy way, and might learn

Iherehy to cease fioiii man and men, and tlieli- words anil

tileishol
tingii| in
sel 1, "n*
thioT'
igfli-11^
taitli ibrought
n ChristtoJesi
, tlyioanoi
qnicnk«i
spitliryit-;

that It thou mightestbe taught to kmiw the uiichiinge.
and upnght heart before the Lord, to his glory and ho

able liutb, and how to walk therein with a ste.adfast

nour, and to le good example of those committed to thy
And now, according to the inward travail of my soul,

care and charge.

a day of visitation is come upon thee from the Lord,

and his secret and divine power hath reached thy heart,

and hath as it were shaken the earthly foundations, that
that which cannot be shaken, might be manifested. And
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in this tender visitation of God to thy soul, doth uiy soul

rejoice; hut my joy is mixed with fear and witli a godly
jealousy, lest thou shouldst notwithstaiuVing he beguiled
of the inheritance prepared for the faithtul. And tliercfore, that I may clear my conscience in God s sight, and
answer the tender o[)cratious ot love, which I ieel in my
heart towards thee, let me exhort thee to taithfulness to
the love of God so manifest unto thee.

And tirst, I say with the prophet, despise not the day
of small things, nor the branch that springs out of a dry
ground; for he whose visage is move marred than any
man's, is the fountain of treasure to tliem that believe
and obey him. V'ov although the Trutli dotli not appear
in such forms, styles, and methods, and with such drest

up articles, confessions and creeds as tlie divers invented

ways
of men have .lo.ic, whose mountaiis have all of
them Ind h-iiids first to make them, and tlien to defend
them • yet this stone wlich is cut out of this moiuitain, and

wXu
' t ha„^, wli n
i tm
i e bveacl down the .mages,^

cai-vcd, the graven and the molten work of men s hands,
and then incn-ease and All the whole ear h. ^

Therefore I say again, despise not the simple, plain
appearance of the light of Christ in the conscience, as »
low thin-, and a mean dispensation ; for tliroug i it, s the

knowl
n
i al theedge
m thofatthbe^-Fat
e ahnerdand
oheyof the Son ""t" "t"™! hfe,
di ntM".' Tn Sl i se
' ^itnS^i reprovings and discovm-les Ami this wil stop the mouths of all opposers,

who are limling fault with it, as low and mean, and yet

" siridly;' Beware of that which would exalt itself in
the vision of heavenly things, and take the a

possession as too many have done; «

s?f|i
:^tlrSnheZrd; for vision is for eiicour
ageraent, and not for exaltation; but

images of those things which they have seen ,

Will also bow down to them, and endeavour o make

others bow too, and tlicuce comes a Avorse iiabel, and a
37
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"vvorse idolatry, tlian that which is set up aniong them,
who never yet saw into heaven, and so only can nia e

images of things on earth, and how and cause otheis o
how thereunto. Therefore, if the Lord enlarge thy sig i

of divine things, by his divine, pure spirit and Hs)"

thy inward parts, walk humbly before him in lowliness
and fear, tliat thou mayest feel his gentle leadings to
lead thee into the enjoyment and possession of what thou
bast seen, that thou tlien mayest witness forth his prnise to
the sons and daughters of men.

Thirdly, Beware of thy own will, Avhich wouUl run
hastily forth after those things which in and by the will

of man, cannot be attained; hut watcli dii-ently to know
thy own will subject to the will of God in dl things; for

it IS not lawful for us to will those thiivs of ourselves,

which are good in themselves ; but to iTossess our souls
in patience, supported in faith, believin"- that in

due time we shall reap, if we faint not. And if the saints

had iaed of pationco to wail for t|,c promiso, when they
had done the ,h11 „f God, how much need have such to

be patient, and to wntcl, tl.e liastv w jl which would

have the promise, and tlie power, and pclce and rest, &c.

When they are yet far short of liavinfcW the >vil of
And, b ourthly let no man deceive thee, either hy puffing

thee up, or casting thee down, for it is the Lord that

knows the heart, and not only knows it, hut discovereth
it, and his discovery is true, and ought to be believed;

and no better or worse is any one's state, than iust so as
it IS repiesented to them by the pure divine light of Christ

Jesus ID their own consciences; and whoever represents
Biem bet er or worse are deceivers, or mistaken guides.

J his IS the standard of true knowledge and judgment,

that we all must make use of to believe, and be subject
to, whenever we >yould take a true measure of ourselves.
Ibis IS be tha said to some, I have a few things against
thee, and to others, I have many things against thee, &o.
And this IS the minister of the tabernacle of God that is
with men, who deals out to every one theu- proper portiou, according to their state, and present condition.

to the Princess Elizabeth in Germany. S9i
This is the voice of the Son by whom God now speaks,
and whom all must hear, and they tliat hear him live :

he hath power to cast down and to raise up, to wound
and to heal, to kill and make alive, and so hath no one
else. Therefore wait upon him with an upright mind,

and wliereiu thoii hast at any time been unfaithful, he

will show it, and give thee repentance unto life, and heal
thy backsliding, and at last show thee the consolation ot
her whose warfare is accomplished : but it must be ac

complished in thee first, and tliat by his divine assistance,
and through pure judgment; for Sion was always re
deemed with judgments, and her converts with righteousIlGSS

Fifthlv, Bowaro of the niemlslhp of this worlil, for it

is destructive to tlie work of God, and is oppress.yo to
Ids
seed; and wlieu his
r. ' . , P r i c n i r i t o f

this world, the Ltord will
he oppress,on » ' for
his seed's sake; aud

hear, and visit thee lu juo in dpcives • for

thou wilt want that inward comfort ^

in the world's friendship lodgeth, very hiddenly, the real

ei
ini^^ ; si that when we canie l^t to b^
off from the outward forms • i

fLord
riendslhat
ip,hthecrowned
enmity wrought
ghtilyand
agaipeopl
nst us
his faithtxilmi
seed
e but
witlyIm
o

mi
„b„a„dpowe,vau.Ul
capUve,
gloiyfau.Oo,e...^^^^^^^
1 i„ thy heart, II,at it
cause ts the love of God sli „i,erci,i it lodseth,
ra,silt overconie the 0, 0,^ ^Ihrough a deatli to the world,

«,at thy soul ""S''','®!Sid over tlie spirit that
ride
S in
/"Idirlit
tread„fdown
the vanity
and eniptiules
,t; and
t,,e jnst;
not regarding,

1 ess thereof, lii " j reproach that belong to the

t o f'""1®,, ,„eS trihulitions that may attend ,,
Si''a.tt,X'rrotent, as knowing «
for the faithful, a for more exceeding weight ot
So keep thy eye to the recoinpeuse and to

which God the righteous judge shall g ' inverQ

When sheep and goats, o
l vers of thsi ^vor 1, and o
l w ers

of Ghrist more than all, shall be separated one fiom
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another, and tlie -world's lovers shall perish with the
^vorld, and Ciirist's true lovers shall reign with him for
e v e r m o r e .

Sixthly, Let thy power which God hath given thee in

the earth, shine forth in righteousness, in mercy, and in
truth ; for, for tiiat end artUiou called, to set forth a good
example in the administration of justice, and easing the
oppressed, encouraging them that do well, and being a

terror to all evil doers; for that end is power in thy
harn^ that the giver of it may !,e honoured: and they

thatdionour God, God will honour. Therefore wait for

wisdom s voice, by whom jirinces decree justice in the

eai- b, and she will l,o thy greal counsellor: and know tills,

tba lie glonous power of God by wbicb Iby bcarl and
sold IS ciiligbteiied and f|nickened, comes not to destroy

role and oriler in lie earth, but to establisb justice and

rithe
^Shbard
eolisheart,
nessthat
andbislake
away
oppressi
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may
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dreaded
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m Christ
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farewell.
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AVOMEN'S meetings
O F

FlilENDS IN IPSWICH.
Friends,

.

of

life

which

IN that love that spnnp from tl e lOOt

hath brought forth ^ i^ave our refreshtatiou

reach

uuto

you,

m

^

this

nients and encouragements lu ,„inds are gathered

our generation : and the more .^"if^.^asting head

into that living root, Christ Jesu , fg^ale, the more
of

all

living

to

God.

encouragements
feel
y weak in
And therefore, dear Friyou
ends,will
thougl
i J ou^^e
your.sclves, yet in Inm is ® , j j y^u and

wait upoa 1..™, ""-l'If " " „'7„„v stuls' i-e-

fill you with his heavenly counsel, y

freshment. , ^ ii,;,icrc live in the fear of

And, my Fviend^, J-„

Cod, and in love and t destroy, break
and

let

not

the

enemy

la

'

of

the band of y»-

Ift.
"ce o'f G^d, and .0 wiU daily feei«
better one for another, which will ^ ^dearness
esteem in you towards one another. J" that de ^ines^

and tenderness meet together ^ Lord'

aecUi
ns witb one --ent to exaU t,« ^
and to honour it above youi own

m ,, , , .

seek exaltation, but know this, the humblest and most
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self-tlenying, arc most liiglily lionouved of God, and fit
test to do him service; and they that are most long-suffer
ing and patient, are most like to Christ the iiead; and in
such his virtue will shine, and so make itself known.

And, Friends, have a care in your meetings, to give
due honour unto every member in the body, remembering

none are useless; but stir up one another"^to their proper

service in the house of God, and let not the foot be
troubled that it is not a hand, nor the hand that it is not

an eye; but every one give tbanks, that I>y the grace of

God you are what you are; and be faithful in vour place
and service, that ye may witness a growth. And in your
meetnig tiigether, wait to feel the rising of the life, and
opening of the wisdom of God in one another. And let
that speak and propound tilings needful and necessary

for your welfare, and the welfare of the church; and in

that wisdom clioosc out two of your meeting, to coniniit
the trust and charge of the contributions that are among

you unto ; and let tliem keep a book, in which your cha
nty and good works may be recorded, ff,r the comfort

and example oi them that follow after. Also choose out

r Lorcti^o'si ces pc?;
ective

meeting on your

1 That no women, young nor old, in their respective

meetings, walk disorderly or wantonly, but that they be

admonished and counselled speedily.
2. 1 hat no necessities that may fall upon any who are

worthy, may be neglected or disregarded, nor delayed,

until a meeting, but tliey may be forthwith comforted;
that so the enemy who lies in wait to tempt the poor in
the hour ot their distress, may be prevented.
3. 1 hat no maids carry themselves unseemly toward
t^heir mistresses, nor mistresses toward their servants : but

if such things should happen, let the matter be taken up

and ended, and not to pm-t asunder with evil in their

minds one tow ard another; for that will spread and hurt
others.

4. That all women professing Trutli, and having chil

dren, may bring them up in the fear of God; and that
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they use no uncomely, rash nor passionate words unto
them, for that sows an evil seed in the children, which
may come up, and dishonour God in the next generation.

5. That no AVomen-Friends may speak evil of one

another, nor fall out with one another; nor carry evil in
their minds one against another; nor bear tales about, to

beget others into evil, and into partyship, but that all

such things may be speedily suppressed and borne down
in the power and judgment of God.

And let that AVoman-Friend give account to the meet

ing, of sucli as will not receive admonition, that some
other Friends may take the care of such a matter upon

them, and endeavour to break through the liarduess, in
the wisdom and love of God.

And if that AVoman-Friend have laid out money, let

the meeting order tlie two Friends who keep the collec

tion, to reimburse her; that so every one may be encou

raged in tlic work of the Lord, and ye may, as with one
shoulder, bear the Lord's burden in this day ot travail,
and also the burdens of the weak, who sometimes are
neither strong enough, nor wise enough to hear their oni n
burdens; and afterward, they may grow up to be sensi
ble of your tenderness, and to bless you in the name ot
the

Lord.

,

.

So, my dear Friends, feel my love, and live in that

from wlience it springs, and the God of love and lifc^

bless, prosper, and keep you in his fear to the ^ihI, to b^
fellow-helpers with the Lord in l.is work, comfort and
i-efresliment to your brethren, and to leave a holy, innocent, upright testimony and example to the generations
tbat shall follow after.

I rest your Friend in the Truth,
S T E P H E N C R I S P.
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TENDEH COUNSEL AND ADVICE,
To all that have believed the Trutii every where, to exhort tliem to
Faithfulness tliereunto.

1. In taking heed of settling in a Formality, witliout Power.

2. To take heed the Spirit of tliis world doth not drink up tiieir
Spirits.

3. To keep their word, and let tlicir yea be always yea.
4. Not to trust too much to Education, &c.
5. To love one another.

Written by one tliat travails for Zion's Prosperity,
S T E P H E N C R I S P.

Dearly Beloved Friends, Brethren and Sisters,
THE salutation of my dear love, in the llowings forth
of life in the Lord Jesus Christ, our only head, reacheth

unto you all, in the spiritual way of communication, which
you are made partakers of in tlie Holy Spirit, in the
Teachings forth of this love and life, which we have re
ceived Irom the Father of Life. I am drawn forth to visit

you all with An Epistle of tender Advice and Counsel;
and especially you, my dear Friends, among whom I
Lave travelled in this and other nations. Oh the remera-

Lrance of the glory and power of God that hath appear

ed amongst us in days past, doth much affect my soul at
this time, knowing the Lord is the same to them that do

hold fast the things they have heard and learned from

the beginning. And my spirit is exercised amongst you,
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caving and praying for your stability and continuance in.
the Truth, altliougli my outward man is so far decayed,
that I cannot travel so much as I used to do, (insomuch,

that 1 know manv of you, among wiiom I have travelled

in the gospel of our Lord Jesus, wil see my lace no more,)
yet my travail in spirit is not lessened, nor my love to you,
the Lord's people; but my cries are day and night

to the Lord, that ye may be preserved blameless unto the
day of his coming, and that ye may be armed with power,

and furnished witli wisdom, and may be prepared with

every -ood gift of the spirit to stand against the wiles

and subtle workings of tbe devil your adversary, who is
upon his watch, which way he may destroy you, and

spoil you of the lot of your inheritance, prepared for you
in Ciirist Jesus our Lord: and for this purpose doth he
set all ills subtlety to work, and doth inspire many Avhoiii

ben ai"i i 1"^
i a i snares,
i u u i j / aand
j esets
x a m pth^n
l e , as
ye
snares to catch moic oi jo , ,rn,i,. ctp-idf-mtness

that do yet stand, might also fal from youi steadfastness,

• miadsraml put on tl.o wholu avmour of l.gl.t, then you
Wil see round about you, and which Avay soevei the

enemy
. , , comes
J c o m to
e sassaul
l u i st you,
i n you
t h e wi
l ul be
r h t ,prepared
a n d i ntotrehe

1""^ M C evutout rf; and fi youv oyo ho kept

to Trat in yo'"' P""' """ i''° 'u'
cct of the dcv.l given you of his mj-sie.
6015,10 10 iiiiin ioj instruments, can beguile

you; but a certain sense wm " » a

lious workinp. « . x would not haye you forget
thiMv?' '^niiv ways to weaken and to darken you,

w ncfim
c :'rnarb m
u se
td agai
p i nst
u; thevcf
w aoire
t i wal
n gk ehto
^ aS.

S?„r'
Sv™Th & 'i-'r. I be assutod you.
tiiats and tcmpUtions will he lenejyed, 5'"'"
titute of the heavenly daily bread, thei '

weakening, which wil appear by your being percome
by such things, as once you had a powei to stand against,
which is a great grief to behold in many.
38
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Ami now I come to warn you of a few things that have
for some lime lain upon me, to send among you; which
I do in faitiifulness recommend to tiie pure witness of
God in all consciences, not as if 1 judged any; but this

I must tell you, tiiere is one that j'udgetli, and will give
an answer in every one tiiat listens to him, liy which he
may know how far any of these things have prevailed

upon him; and he that judgeth, will also by judgment
deliver them that are caught in s.atan's snares, if they do
hearken, and submit to his leadin"-s.

^1.11st.
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done in al outward things, and have hereby obtained
he ixiMitc to be one of them ; and under these cousidcra-

tiou«feit dow n at case, as to the inward man, unacrjuaint-

c,l with tlie inward travails, eitlici- for tl.yself or others i
nncoucerned whether the nolrle plant grws, either in thy
self, or 1,1 othei-s 01,! my Kricnds, tl,is is a dangeroas

He •^th'oi,'"-h'l! '"y h)„gi,e or pen can ticGod"

noor soul is l)P"-iiilofl i., +i.: yoie considei how thy

reiresning presence, which either iills tl.em with ioy and

comfort, or else opens their umlerstaiidiigs in the ligl't
o a cei din (.novvledgc of, and testimony against, such
things as yet stand in the way, and hinder the joy of his
salv ation fiom them : but thou that sittest in a dry for

mality, without an inward travail upon thy siiirit, thou
knowest neither of these things, but goest on in the dark,
not knowing whither thou goest, and so in time, thou be
ing such a stranger to the powerful working of Truth in
thyself, it grows to a question with thee, whether others

do witness any such powerful workings, yea or nay; for
every thing that is not experimental, is liable to question;
as he that never saw, knows not what seeing is, and he
that nevei" smelt any thing, Im knows not what smelling
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15; so he that through long continuance in this formal

manner of going to meetings, continues still unacquaint
ed with tlie power, will at last be easily made to ques

tion whether there be such a power or no, and in this

state the dark power will work insensibly, and prevail

upon thy spirit, and fit thee for his own purpose, and will

minister a secret liberty into thy mind, and a looseness,

even as to the form itself by degrees, and so will prepare

thee against a time of some sharp, smart trial that \yill

come to try thee, either in having something, or parting
■Nvith something, which maybe had or parted with, if thou
wilt turn tliy hack on Truth; and when this time of trial
comes upon thee, then the strength and advantage that
tlie enemy hath gotten upon thee in the time of tliy luke
warm, loose profession, are made manifest; then thon art
in great straits for a season: if the temp ation be in liaving a'wife, or husband, or a portion or egacy, or gaui-

inl a suit at law, or recovering a deb , or such like

things; and the things cannot be had without letting the
testimony of thy prolessioi fal, by swearing, or going to a
priest, ov some other matter utterly coutrary to thy profes
sion, oh! what struggling is there 111 thy soul to ohtaii
the thing thou desirest, and yet vvouldst faiu be reckon

ed a Frfeiul stil, and art loth to be publicly numbei^d

among backsliders and apostates. And so if tlie tempta

tion and trial comes on tlie other side, lu parting with

any thing which thou lovest, for thy profession sake,
as thy wiTe and children, thy liberty, by money, thy ca -

tie, thy house and land, or what else may be dear to

thee,
oh,d how
dothname
self work
to saveonitsel
lothotit
is to pai
with the
and reputati
off,aand
fnend

Truth, and as loth to part witl. any of these things [or

the Truth's sake, not feeling the hundi;ed-fold n this

time, which Christ spoke of, nor Uie life everlasting

neither. Here is a day of great difficulty and distress,
which is come, and is coming upon many ot such care

less professors, in which they do stand in need of the
help of the divine power of God to support them, and to

give them victory; but alas, they are estranged from it,

and now the form will not support in the hour of this
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great trial, but the flesh and blood consultings are grown
strong for want of living in the daily cross ; and that na
ture cries aloud in the ears of thy soul, which thou hast
indulged and suflcredto live; and if thou considerest the

Truth, and weighest the testimony of that against thy

own will and desire, then thou easily seest w hich is of

most weight witli thee; for a false weight, and false
balance, and false judgment, is got up in tlic time of thy
careless profession, and then the old deceiver comes in,

and tells thee, thou seest no evil in it, or at least not so
muck as on the contrary side; so that of two evils, it is

wisdom to choose the least; and such like reasonings fill

thy mnid, till at last thy will being strong, and thy un
derstanding darkened, thou takest up a' resolution to
hazard thy soul, and to part with thy dry, withered tes

timony winch thou hast for a long time borne without
and Judas did, and so sellest the Truth which thou once

life, and embrace the price that is bidden for it, as Esau

followedst, and deliverest it, (as much as in thee lieih,)

into the hands of its enemy, to be mocked, and reproach

ed, and trampled upon. And this is the friVit and effect of

inS'wo^Jl^n^^^^^^ remissness, whicli thou thoughtest
v^^ofof the
vants
f Loi
l de have
T decl
m ared
1 what
^vhen
sad eftects
the such
ser

negligence wmuld produce in time, thou hast been apt to

bless thyself, and to reckon thou wouldst never run so
lar out, as publicly to bring reproach upon the way thou
professedst. But, alas, thou little knowest that thy soul's

enemy was all that while but preparing thee against the

day of thy greatest trial, and as it weie, unarming thee

against the day of battle, that he might the more easily

overcome thee : but now thou seest thou art ftvllen, when
others being tried vvith the same temptations, stand and
abide 111 their testimony; and so mightest thou also, if
thou hadst waited upon God as thou oughtest, in dili
gence for the renewing of thy strength; but now, alas,
miserable man or woman, what wilt thou do ? thy cloak
is now pulled oil, thy fig-leaf profession is rent, and thou
hast now but two ways; and well if there be so many,

to wit, to turn thy mind from the object of thy delight, to
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the Truth Avhich thou hast sold for it, and by repentance

and tlirough iudgmeut, to wait to sec if God will be mer

ciful to thee or no, and to spend thy days in sorrow and

inournin"', and to give up now at last to that woik thou
so much before slightcdst; or else to take, the other way,
and that is, to go on in thy rebellion against the light of
Christ Jesus, and add sin to sin, until the custom of siu
may take away the sense of judgment, and so thou mayest grow to a ileshly ease, and give over caring lor thy fu

ture well-being : but like the beast that perisheth, set thy
heart upon the things of this life for a little season, and

then cometh the end; and thou who wert once called of
God to an inheritance in his light, must now have thy

portion in the utter darkness; and thou that wert once
called to have been a vessel of honour, art nov. become a

vessel of wrath fitted for destruction : Oh ! my soul aments the condition of such, and glad ^\()uld 1 be if any

of ese Leless professors of Truth might be awakened

hJZliXc
too late : hut, however 1 -J
of their blood, and if they perish, the fault wil be then

"all"s' dof,
ly.A
second thing that lies upon me to warn you
my dear Friends, is to watch against the spirit of
this w-n.ld lest it drink up your spirits too much iii an

ca4 \aiid giee<lv " this wmrld

wlm
dch
e nhappens to several
nap
inpdievers manners tohthei
i drdgreat
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liurt .ami ' "r u i, tim duty of

ora°y
man totoki! c,are for Ins ftmily, ,'o l)C cliligcnt
in tlm ciuin- God hatli sot lim in, and to improve such

I f OS God ideaseth to put into his hand; here

m
l sMoonomywor^l tomakem
ti carem
i moderate,
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portuuities wi.ich God gives him, to a finding and seaiching out of opportunities, sometimes by indirect causes

and sometimes to the prejudice, of his all
to try to satisfy a greedy desire after the lieaping up of
treasu're in this world, and through the earnestness of
the aflection that kindles daily more and more, alter these

things a man comes in time to hayc the mcrease or de-
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crease of these things to he tlic ohjccts of liis joy or sor

row ; and then he is miserable, for joy or sorrow are the

higliest faculties of the mind, and ought to he pitched

upon the highest objects, and not u|)on transitory things
under tiie sun, by which neither love nor hatred can be

known : but alas how are many cast down at losses, and
lifted up at profits and gains : oh my Friends, take heed
of this tickle and uncertain state, for while some have too

much set their minds after the things of this world, they
have erred trom the faith, and have placed their trust in

uncertain riches; and when they have taken their wings
and tied away, their hope hath gone with them: thert
fore I beseech you, dear kriends, have a care of suflcr-

ing your spirits to be sharpened and set on edge about

these outward Ihinp; and take heed of enlargfng your
trades and traffics beyond your ability, and beyond your

capacity, for both these evils have been the ruin of some;

for everyone that hath ability, hath not capacity for

grea th.ugs and every one that hath capacity liatli not
ability; and where either of these are'wanting, such
ought to be content with such low and mean things as
they arc capable to manage, ami i 1 uun^s
to bear themselves too much uoon i ceach, and not
by indirect means to make the then seek
man knows the issue beforeh-ind arable; for no
. 1 -thin
' gs
^ ' - every
i c i c none
a n a ought
; a n dto wai
t h etrto
e fknow
o r e tehe
v egui
n dm
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ii

ance of the Lord, and to be subject unto his wil, though
inacrosstodieirown;
asl go
theto
apostle
them that said. We wi
yondersaid
city, concerninS
and we wil
buy and sell, and get gam : which were all lawful things
in themselves; yet for this, saith he, you ought to ha?c
said, so he that saith, I will increase

iny trade, and enlarge my adventures, that my gain may
thereby be enlarged; even in this he ought to say, if the
Lord

will.

_

J
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Oh Friends, wait to feel the governing hand of God
in these things, to govern you in your affairs, that so he
may as really be acknowledged by you, the Lord of earth,
as well as heaven, the ruler of your trading and dealings,
as well as of your religion and profession.
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3(lly. And, Friends, I desire you to remember, that tlic
crown of our profession was, that our yea was yea, and

our nay was nay, and so it is still with all the faithful

followers of tiie Truth; though too many have let in a

false lilierty since their first convinceinent, and have not
that respect to their words as they ought to have, to tlic

great dishonour of God, and grief of the righteous, and
wounding their own souls. Oii! my Friends, let this be

amended^by every one that hath been overtaken in it,
as yon tender the honour of God, your own prosperity,
ami the "-ood of others: for maily stumblings have here

by been taid in the way of some who have been near to

Truth and they have fallen and been lost; hut they that

laid the' stunililiugs, will not be found clear of their blood
in the day of the Lord^ inquisition. _

Ti.pvpfore, let all take heed for time to come, to ho
,true
word;
for Truth
all who
profess
Truth,
to tlie
as do
much
as inthe
them
lies,d<»
or

at reisTtliei- part in the Truth, every time they do pass
tl cii promise, or sign a bil or ohligatioi for any pay

ment to he made at such a time as is mentioned in the
said nromise, hil, or obligation, and such a one liath now
no iL'er to dispense with the payment at the lime ap-

nointcd without the consent of tlic party to whom he
ISso
is
so P.w-a-ed;
0113.3 p' feits
and what
if lie doth
lie pawned,
of liimsclf
namely
delay,his
or truth:
deny
paymen , liaving pawned your coat or cloak for

Curlo
i SJee. ti ^u
i .ucu u .a
l y,or

to lose it, .voul.1 .ot yo.i be ve,-y ca,ef.,l to oWvvc youv

dnv ^ Rut oil' of how much greater value is tins pledge,

^'heu Truth lies at stake ? Ami I am sure they that truly

love it, wil have more care of it than of a cloak, coat, or

""ThcSCthfwoys to p.-eve..t all such

are to bo taken notice of; and that in the flrst place, that
none run themselves into necessities by indirect courses,

as by an overcharging themselves in trading, nor in over

buying more than they are able to compass, noi jy sure

tyship, which makes a supposed debt, though uncertain,

and therefore the more dangerous, because it may come
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upon you at unawares, before you arc prepared for it.

These things ou^iit in Avisdom to he prevented aforehand.

Also every one that upon a just occasion doth borrow,
and doth pass liis word upon the reputation of Truth, by
promise, 1)111 or ohiigation, oii^^ht at tiie same time to

have sometliing in his eye of most certainty, by Avhicli he
shall he enabled to perform his Avord, and not to trust to

returns of adventures, increase of crops, gains of trade, or
others keeping their word with him, or any such like un
certainties ; for if any do so, they may he in this snare of

heing unfaithful to their jiromise before they are UAvare.

15ut although there is a kind of uncertainty in all these
things heloAV, yet Avhere a man s trutii and profession lies
thus at pawn, and must he fetched home or forfeited,

there ought, as 1 said helore, to he something most cer

tain in such a one s eye, by Aviicli lie may save his word;
as money that he knows to lie at his demand, or goods
in possession, or lands that are free, and can he engage'^

If the worst come ; lor you wil ind more peace in courn-a-?men?nf
o i I t i nrdofo Truth
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i l s make
+ i i a
1 1new
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Sagoment
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good will, dmiicviiig a word lo tiio wise wiii be sulii-

cient ; for if a fool he brayed in a mortar, he wil not de

part fro,11 his foo ishncss. Therefore, dear Friends, be
Avise in a lese things, that so yc may not be in bond

age and slavery to the things of this lif^, but may have a

dominion and reign over them according to your calling
1,1 Christ Jesus, that every one of you may wear your

crown, and none may have cause justly against any of
you, to say, such a one's yea is nay; for then he takes

your croAvn and your pledge, which is hard to gain again.

Oh Iriends, 1 AViite these tilings unto you in true love,
and in a holy respect unto the holy name of Cod, tliat is

made knoAvn among us. Tlierefore let not a cavilling

wisdom rise np against the Avord of exhortation to apply
it Avrongfully; but in love and meekness let it be recciv-
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ed, as from ono that travails for .your prosperity, and

Avarns you of tlie snares of your souls' eneiny.
Fourthly. Ami, Friends, the next tliiiij;; that lies upon
me, is in respect unto such as have been brought up ami
educated amongst us, and are grown up, and do make

profession of llie same way and truth in wiiich they have

been educated: that all such ina.y take heed that they
rest not in a bare educational iorm ol the I rutii, nithout

haviii"- regaial to their inward travail of the soul, and to

their growth in the power of godliness: for the snares

of their souls' enemy lie deep in this matter, and his

working is to draw their minds into the world, while

their hollies ami their public profession remain amongst

Friends, ami to keep them at ease and liberty troin the

daily cross, and from the crucilynig power, by which
they shoul.l travail to sul.due that nature in tl'emselyes
that is grown np in their youth, as we I P «fession as under any other, \\ uie le I'" ^.
minded diligently : and by tins means
main unfitted for the testimony ol Irutli,

rooted and grounded in it, through an

Warfare in their own particulars, hov, my 1 iiuid.,

say unto you i n the wor.l of the Loril, Fxcept ye be bora
again, ye cannot see the kingdom of God ; ami it ye cai not see that, what availeth it what you see? 1 oi al
sight
and '^""1
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things
not s.nc
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be able stand. Tbe.clbio, dear b neiK s, dnk lo

in lowliness and hninilitv, and wait to I"':' ^

vealed in you, which was revea ed ni us m the b

and join your minds to it, m a living laltli, "l"' J,"''

come to experience its condemning power, to jud^e evuy
vain thought and exalted desire,

and evil action ; that so by the pure judgment ot liutli
you may come to witness a cleansing ami a su i mng o

that nature thatlusteth unto disobedience ot thevighteous
law of God in your hearts. And as that nature is kept
3 9

306 Jin Ejiistle nf tender Counsel and Advice.

under the daily cross, it will Aveaken and die daily iii
you; and the weaker it is made, the more you will feel

of the powerful quickenings of the word of God in your
souls, and a tender life will spring up in you, to your

great comfort, that will he tender of the g'iory of God,

and oi the liononr and reputation id" your [irofession:

and as you join herewitii, you will he acquainted Avith
the traA'ails of the true Zion, the mother of us all, Avho

brings not forth hut through deep exercises ; aud although

this will take you oil from tiie delights and pleasures, and
loftiness of this world, yet the end will repay all your sor-

^ travtyl, lor this will Iji ing you to knoAV/the worth

of 1 ruth, and teach you to set a a uIuc upon it, aud upon
CAcry testimony of it, heyond all transitory and fading

things, whereas otl.ers who have lightly come by their

profession, Avill lightly esteem it, and lightly let it go

again. T herefore, my travail and cry is, that you might
be wise unto salvation ; and for that end do I send this

to you that ye might he brought to try your foundations,
every one in yourselves, before it be tried for you, for

Sv at n/uin "11 , horr® 'anlslnp. When the

itIt Avi
Will
l hehetootoo
latei.,f„'/
to buy oil to your lamps, and then
such as have a lamp and no oil, wil he shut out; there-

foie, piize youi time, and examine yourselves, Avliatrea
son you have in yourselves, to make profession of the

name and Avay of God, more than that you were educated

theiein, and brought up to it by your parents, guardians,
or masters. Have you ever felt the heavenly virtue of it
overshadowing your souls ? And if you have, do you ittum and keep the savour of it stil upon your spirits?
Do you leel yourselves possessed with that awe, fear and

reverence oi the Lord's presence which the Lord's people

I'' beginning
of their
day, andofthe
do
still feel.
^ Is the iiiAvard
enjoyment
the faithful
life of Truth
a greater joy to you than all your outward enjoyments?

If so, then you will not sell it, nor part with it, for any
thing in this world : and the testimonies Avhich such do

bear for the Truth, will not be traditional, but from a
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sensible convincement in themselves, so that they will be

able to say, 'I'liese things have we received from the

Lord, an(i they are the testimonies of Grod manifested
to us in the light of his Son Christ Jesns, in whom Ave
have believed. Oh Ifriends, how will this drive back

the storm of temptations that will come, both inwardly

and outwardly, in a time of trouble? How many are

there who, for want of this experimental assurance in
themselves, have l)een brought to great questionings and

doubtings, and knew not whither to go, backward or
forward, and many have halted and staggered, and some

have fallen, and rise no more, to the ruin of themselves

and others ; therefore, my dear Friends, trust not to the
resolutions of your own spirits, without a sense of the
power, nor to a receiving the Truth by your education,
but all wait to be made living and true witnesses of ttie

rising of the power in your own hearts, and the carrying

on of H,c ivol k of tbo powev in yo;"oolyos
gcucratina; you, and hvinsnlgyou to that
oil. in noting hnt m the Lord alone, and hath h.m foi

its support il the greatest exercises ; then slial j e stand

and remain, and he a generation chosen of God, to heal

his name and testimony, aud to commit it to the next ge
neration.
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and as such as feed at one table; lor Chris hath onUmei,
and doth ordain in all his churches, that ^ve honld

love one another, that we should shun al occasions of
offence and crief, that we should walk orderly, and as

becomes his holy gospel, that we may be an honour
thereunto, and a strength and comfort to one another :

this is our great ordinance, our new commandment, w^ch
was also from the beginning, and will always abide the
same through all generations. Therefore, my Lricnds
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and brethren, let the fruits of sincere and brotherly love
abound amongst you l)oth in Avord and deed, and let none

be wanting in fultilling the law of charity, without wliicli
all profession will he hut like sounding brass, or atiukling cymbal.

jiut ii tills law be. ke[)t to, the life, of religion will

felt, and each one will thereby be taught their duty aud
charge concerning another, and know'how to comW in

charity, to admonisii in ciiarity, to rejirove in charity;

and also to receive all these iirdiarity ; and this will e.xclude for ever all whispering and tale-hearing, aud bring
every one to deal plainly and uprightly with every one,
not suffenng sin to rest ujmn the soul of thy brother, but
to deal with hiin quickly, jilainly and tenderly, even as
thou thyself w ouldst be dealt Av'ithal; and however this
kind of dealing lie taken, thou shalt not miss of thy rc-

Avard, but thy peace will remain with thee. For Avhilc

Friends' eyes are fixed upon the poAver of God, as their
guide and leader in all these things, and their design is
simply God s glory., the clearing their own consciences,
and the good of their brother, they will not be discoU-

raged in thei
thei dpower
' r .undertaki
l ' , ? , "n
' "gs" ; for
" 1they
" ' know
it, m
life
,v,ll keep y.,ur m„„ls ,p„„t .a,„| r,ec'rl.„,„

wlicji you SCO men, and 11,1,,-,, ,,,,51

tl,e poyver, knowing l|,at the |i,nvc,- is an cvclnstinS
rock. But as for those things that appear against it, they
are but for a season, in which season patience must
be exercised, and the counsel of wisdom stood in, and
. be kept from staggering, or from scattering

by all the fair shows the spirit of opposition can make.
For they that do enjoy the life and substance, aud feed

daily of the bread that comes doAvn from heaven, have a
quick sense and discerning of things that are presented
to them, and do know them that are of the earth earthly,

by their earthly savour, from those that are of the heavenly
with their heavenly savour; they know what feeds the head

and the wit, and carnal reason, and what Avill nourish the
immortal soul, and so come to lie fixed, and are not ready

-to feed upon unsavoury food, nor to be easily tossed, nor
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to l)c troiil)1p(l at evil tidings; nor can they be drawn

after one tiling or man by an allection, nor set against
another man nor thing hy a preindicc, hot the true balance
of a sound judgment, settled in the divine knowledge,
according to the measure that the Father hath bestowed,

keeps such steady in their way, both in respect to their
own testimony and conversation, and also in respect to

their dealing with others. Oh, my dear Friends, in such

doth the Truth shine, and such are the true followers of

Christ, and they are wortiiy to he fidlowed, because

their way is as a shining light, shining on towards the
perfect day. vVnd in this sure and steady way, my soul's
desire is, you and I may walk, and continue walking,
unto the end of our days, in all sobriety, truth, justice,

righteousness and charity, as good examples in our day,

and comfortable precedents in our end, to them that shall

remain, that so we may deliver over all the testimonies

«f our Lord .Jesus unto the succeeding generations, as

pure, as certain, and as innocent as we received them in

the beginning: and in the end of all our laliours, travels,

trials and exercises, may lay down our heads in that

sabbath of rest that remains always for the Lord s people
This is the breathing desire that lives in me, tor all
you who have believed in our Lord .Jesus GJinst, in

whose name, and in the sense of his j.ower, and ol the
life he hath revealed in every member ol Ins wiiole body,

I salute you all. and bid you iarewell.
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.hnslerdam, this 19th of the Fifth Mouth, 1G80,
Dear Frikxds,

IN the fellowship of thiit life that was l)efore death

was^,
dolife,
I dearly
salute
praying
to thesensible
God and
tather of
that ye
mayyou,
liviugly
be made
of
the increase of his power, grace aiid virtue from day to

day, that as your trials and triliulations abound, you may

really feel that seed in yourselves for whose sake the

and persecutions come ; for it was, and is the seed-

bulh of lite that was and is persecuted and afllictediii

ages,
as the apostle said. Against thy holy child Jesus
have they done all these fbli.n.^ / i „yv
Frienils, that l.cro,c
,
' n ll,i,s hi
o mte' ?m' e a s u r e
did
ap

pear, you were a peace with the world, and the world

wi h you; but when ye were turned from darkness to

light, then t ie dark power began to work against you,
and doth still work, and will work so long as its hour

lasteth; and what is the work thereof? Is it not to dra^v

or drive you again to darkness, from the light to falsehood, to hypocrisy from truth, to death from life, all
which in the light of life you comprehend and discern;
and by the operation of that love to God which he hath

shed into your hearts by tlie spirit of his Son, you arc
npholden and preserved in your testimony unto this day,
and by the faith which God hath given you, you have
the evidence of things you enjoy
the substance of the things you hope for, even immor
tality and eternal life, the iivst fruits whereof as an earn

est are revealed by his spirit in your inward parts; and

by this faith it is that we know God will put the Seed's
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enemies under liis feet, both inward and outward, accord

ing to his promise ; hut, I'Viends, it is not the part of him
that is a true believer to make haste, but to leave the

times, seasons, ways and means to the Lord alone, wliose
Avill is to be done in earth as in heaven, and shall be

done, in spite of all his enemies. 1 lierefore, dear
Friends, stand given up in the will of your God, who
hath chosen and called you, to make known his name and

power in you, and to let all his enemies know that he is

able to support liis children in the greatest exercises, by

^vhich his name in due time by others shall be acknow

ledged, as it is among you tliis day; for ^vhose sake
others have formerly suilered and laboured.' xViul, dear

Friends, keep your eye to ti.e power of God, to winch

all things arc possible, and look not too much upon the
power of death and darkness, for if you do, you will be

captivbei
aten
dgindi
thle
natuyrawai
l sentisneg, aupon
nd soGud
w il heii^the
Y«;»likteof
nehi
<s:
but
igentl

Son, in whom he hath appeared to you, \ ^
confirmed in the faith of his power, that you w il be able

to believe beyond what your natural sense can compiebend; and then feel you the life of the true Christians in
all ages of Christendom, in which they luue oiercome

and trampled upon all manner of sutleriugs, and even
iteath ilsolf. For alas, my i riemls, u ha is Ihis fe ?
What is this breath? What is tins

Imre on earth but sometlu.is given us ol to f
he bath orilainwl that we should sloril, lillii. A™

Ive love this life, ami the things ol_ it so much as not to
part with it ami them to his name s sake, ">e i a c " O

unwortliy of him ; but, my Friemls, yoii liave seen hm

llie Lord your God bath

hatli not iK a long time of softeriig P«»iitted the fleice
waves to devour yon, hut that bulh you J
mony are kept alive unto this day by a secict duine

power, and it shall live and outlive your adveisaiies,
therefore he of good courage, the cause ^ ^

engaged is the Lord Jehovah's, w ho wil arise for his

name's sake in his own time, way and manner, so you
need not to take care how worm Jacob sliall arise; your
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care is only to he faithful to m hat (joil liatii made mani-

iest to yon, to kee|) your consciences free, tliougli you

sliould i)e hound, that yoni- witness may live, tiiougii you

should die; the Lord knows how to raise his seed, and

to support his servnnts. And, my Friends, this I must
say unto ymu, that since 1 came hither I have heen truly

reireshcd in the account 1 have had out of your letters,
and my heart is drawn fort!) in tender love to yon; and were
myhodyahleto sustain travelling as it hath heen, I should,
1 believe, come to see your faces; hut I am imicli de

cayed ill l)ody, howheit my spirit is at lihertv, through
the gr^e I have received oi God, in -which I both rejoice
and sutler with the Hock and heritage of God every where;
and this, my dear Jniemls, 1 lay upon you iu the name
ot the Lord, even the same that our l.ord hath laid upon
us all, to wit, that ye love one another with sincere love,

and that ye he of one mind, in all humility, hearing each
others burdens, and washing each others feet, when
need requires, and he a strength one to another accord

ing to the ahihty which God hath given you, that so none
hlocks^ln
o l o c K s i n means
t h e i r wol
a v any
; hone's
u t f laving
- n - l Y - stumblingi. , i i,

a„,l cause ti.e ofleMc • , Fl e c L ! " f '"n"
whereof vou siiler lilu, ■ U,^

• t nheads,
e i r c o;ui
nd
d vou
e m nmay
a t i o he
n m
ay
he ilholl.v U|ior] lie/ jIi- own
kcpl
nc..,-icaii"

peifedly dmu- ol then- hlood. So the (iod of peace wJ

of mercy he with you, ami multiplv his blessing upo'^

you, and shine into all your souls, in the glorious nianilestatioiis of liis presence, to your joy and comfort, amenl our Jn-ieid and brother in the tribulation and patience
of Christ, the head of the true body, which is his cliurcli)
S'I'LPHEN

crisp.
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BABYLONISH OrPOSER OF TRUTH,
B
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THE TRUTH REPROVED:
A N D

His Enmity, Faiseiiood, and Confusion manifested. Tn Answer to an
Impertinent Paper sent abroad by Thomas Ckisp;
IN

WHICH

U-o ^False Foundation
his
oiswdiscovered,
n
H e and
a d . his Building brought upon

Written bv a Servant of Truth, and Witness against Lying and
Liars, STEPHEN CTxISP.

THOMAS CRISP, thou or some other of thy party,

havins: directed a printed paper to me, called RahePs
Builders unmasking themselves; I have read the same,
and well considered the contents thereot, and do

find, that not only a gveat deal ot enmity, hut also of
falsehood and contradiction is contained in it; wliicli
when it is laid before thee iii a spirit o love and tender-

ness, from one that seeks and desires thy salvation, per

haps it may have some effect upon thee, to the abating
thy foolish rashness, and may bring thee to a better con
sideration of thy work, which is that 1 chieily desire

and aim at; else I am not apt to meddle with things of
this nature, having never loved controversy, for contro
versy's sake ; but am one that satisfies myself in an assur

ance of foith in the power of the living Hod, believing

it will break and confound all that rise up against it, as
it hitherto bath done.
LO
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Now, considering tlie time in wliicli thou liast publish
ed thy book against us, it seems to be the only time the
devil could have taken, advantageously to work in the

minds of people, a belief of our being in a hidden con

federacy with Rome, when many of them of the Romish

religion liave, by their wicked woi ks, rendered themselves
obnoxious to the punishment of just law, and to the ab

horrence of all good men ; at such a time it is, that thou
renderest us, the people called (Quakers, to be at least

half way in unity with them, having taken such a stride
over to them, as such anotlier may make us meet and

embrace; as in page 9. And that our judgment, or the
judgment wliich we take part with, is iiarefaced popery,
as in page 1-1, and in divers otiier particulars in thy hook.
Ry^ all which, thou dost but show how willingly thou
wouldst have us fallen upon as pa[)ists, or render us sus

picious both to magistrates and the vulgar, by thy crook
ed insinuations, as dangerous persons to tiie true protestant religion. Oh Thomas! who hatii set thee on Avork

herein, and so timed thy book, is manifested in the sight
of God to be die fatbev of lies, will, whom thou iviU
I'eiieiit not. And tvheu

1 l11
i i * * ■- inI hhe
o isi
i glitaof
n dGod,
t h eand
y cinathe
n si
dg
oht, «f
shal
we appeal

the magisti-ates, and in Uie sight of the ineii of llifs and

after generations, to he in our principles and practice, and

life too, at a further distance from that sort of men thou

wouldst link us to, than ever your ranting libertine spu'il
will lead you: and wlien yoii shall see us delivered from

the evil you thought to bring upon us, and see our testi

mony shine over the heads of papists, and you too, and

yourselves, ior want of the divine assistance of God's

power, crouch and truckle under, as you do already to
the spirit ot this world, then will you gnaw your tongues
for very pain, and the reward of your enmity will come
upon your own pates with a witness. Therefore, if there

be yet a day, seek mercy and forgiveness at the hand of

the Lord, before he comes to render his vengeance upon
you for all your hard speeches which ungodlily you have
spoken, written or printed against the Lord and his heri-
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tage; a people that fear his name, and walk in the light
of his everlasting day, upon which your clouds and
smoke can no more bring a night.

In the next place, 1 take notice of thy deceit and

falsehood in this little book, which is grounded upon a

lie, viz. (t. F., Gl. W. and A. P. have not denied the
matter of the Barbadoes paper, they have not given one

word of reproof to it, nor disowned the principles there

in contained, &c. Now, how notoriously false this is,

every unbiassed reader may judge; first, they declare
that this, (meaning the matter or doctrine of the paper,)

would be the way to bring tiiem all from the measure of
the siiirit in tiicir own particulars. AVhat Thomas, is this
not
of reproof?
is tliis
a disowning
the priu• 1a. ?word
It is well
said, a liar
hadnot
need
of a good memory,
all are to give up to the universal spirit of God

i ^HumVoWU particulars; what, is not this a disowning
? position of the paper neither ! Again, as to subscrip-

on to ""'-avJe
il , be above such thu
i ss, &c we ce
l-

Sh-c you would stop this paper from going any further,
&c Viiat! not a word yctol reproof or disowning m all

hnl G F. &c. must bear the reflection of this posi-

*• ' ;f he and they had been the authors of it; hath

nTthy enmi
ty betrayed thy reason, and robbed thee of
n I'listice and ingenuity too. Yea, but thou objectest
common JUS ice ami ^ more afraid of the publication,

rba®:asbame l onle mate,-.Scc. This soe,.,s to .„e a

veev
Slv al
lesatminds,
ion; for if thyea,
e paper
e soproduct
much ac-of
leiysiiiy
&c.
the wei
yery
cording o ., ^ p,,. ^ long time, what should make

wha we had If th^publishing of it? Hath
n-la"TZfom.Sice, to
bJ afraiand
d tobretbi'en,
publishwho,
the
o\ci . ^.ge,nents
of friends
c o n c l u s i o n s a n a a g i e c m ^ ' < • r. i i i . . , i p r i t , w I
n
i the name and power of God, have concu
l ded a^id

ae:reed nnon things that we knew would stand and he

justifiable by God's

meet with opposition from had spirits. M la ^
&c. care what bad spirits or apostates would say of the paper, if they got it; but only because we knew there was a

ground giveS them so to say. We did not use to be afraid

31t5 Babylonish Opposer of Truth,

of Avliat you can say to us or our papers, Avliich are writ
ten iu tlie true, and divine autliorily of the power of God,
Avliich is over you all; hut let them go abroad freely for
you to say your worst of them, as knowing that barking

at the sun or the moon cannot keep them iVom shining;

so that it must needs appear that it was the dislike that
1". &c. had to the pa[)er tiiat caused them to desire

the stopping of it, more than for fear of the use you could
make oi it; and yet that fear not wholly excluded nei
ther, knowing that you might justly reilect 111)011 it iu some

things which we could not stand by
But thou seemest to be higlily oU'ended at the kind and

friendly language of G. F. ^c. in their paper, by which
thou showest how little savour thou hast of the spirit
of a true Christian, or Ciu istian minister, who is to re
store such as are overtaken in a fault, in the spirit of
meekness. \\ hat if they said, we know you mind the
best things ; the letter being written to a body of people,

dare you say that none of ti.em do mind the best things;
yea, they were that very day minding how they inilht

LuShf trd5st.nh"ir Imd for a long time

th::;^h

cceding with them by ti.e pro-

few among
them. What
tlieaif"l l, , f bh'e
1
must
they

n fwiitttato,
riende<l an< .leniod l^rod.c-,„o,l herenpu,,, amiuI,a

as wicked and m,godly, after tliy imcliaritalde dealing:

and here thou seemest to quote my words, though fall.ciotis y, to make a seeming opposilinn between us, that I
said the pajier was not only il worded, hut il meant!
my words did not reflect at all upon the suhscrihers ge-

nerally, as thou quotes them, but upon the contriver or
drawer up ot it, who ever it was, that I feared it was

not well ineant iii Inm or them, and I am still of the same

mind ; and it is my desire, and the desire of us all, that
every briend may keep m a sense of the measure of tiie

spirit of God in their own particulars, that in that they
may feel their unity one with another, and with one ano
ther's testimonies; according to the ancient doctrine

preached among us from tlie begiiiniug. And those that
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keen in this sense, feel what flows fiom the universal

spirit of Truth, and receive it in their own measures, from
a sensible satikaction in themselves, and not from an im

plicit suhjccl-ion or blind oljcdicnce, as thou enviously in

timates we aim to set up; and if it should come to pass,
that a thill"' should be declared from the motion ol the

spirit of God, and that some particular Friend doth not

nresentlv have that sensible satisfaction in himself con-

cerniii"'the matter, what then? do you think that the
measure ol tl,o spirit in himself, tvill stir liim up to op-

pose it, and war against it.^ surely no; but it will teach

liim to wait in quietness upon God, who is the opener of
the undcrstaiidiug, and doth by his spirit bring Ids peoto thou
tlic unity
faith.espoused,
Hut that sort
men
^1-eJ
hastof
sotlie
much
are aofsort
of whose
heady,
onnosers of themselves, fierce despisers, who maihe nrosperity of the Truth, and those that labour

cnersiii"both them
and and
theirbllabours
with
nick' nnd
repTOachful
speeches,
oody and
murder-

names f ,,.Ustions; and must all this be faous

God?

Oh,

horrible

darkness

I

win nm5°'i't bu sni.t nigbt is upon J'ou, and «
'•' m'
1 in' lik nveryonn slioull Icoq. to li.e meaUrn b -S „f (!„d ? ,rlmu II,ou
sure ol I'Sl' ™ ^ rvhilber J. V. and M. P. are coma;

mii' 0 if iioi wilt, wbithcr tbjself, and many

and tine associates are coming. AMiat!

moron tl.y In mc Ijbut.
did lIiL me,._ ^ world in ribands, lace, penloach a %,„ents, paying lilbos, and marry-

;!.:':^irrisiS'kc,. bidino^pirit ;;i- ami m um
. - n , .

lately, and that by tlie sa.nc spirit of (>od, another
or marry by a priest. and ma j ,i,> Oie same tlun"-3.

mireht be required not to pay them, or not o

This Thomas Cri.sp spoke tiie monti, ^
scnted to he written and pnated; and took a copi of the aboiesaid
words with liirn. Witness, J. riekUjnu-
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beginning, teach such an industrious improving of fail
ings and weaknesses, such a raking for evil tilings, such
heaping up accusations, such rendering of them that fear
God, obnoxious both to reproach and sull'erings? Nay,
Thomas, this is tlie spirit of the world, entered in

another appearance, which hadst thou and they been
faithful to tiic real gift and grace of God, it would have
preserved you from it.

N ow, as concerning that disingenuous manner of re

flecting, which thou frequently uses, I hope thou wilt
meet with a sufficient reproof in thyself for it, and there

fore shall not say much, ouly to put thee in mind, to see
If thou would be so dealt by: as wbere thou supposest
our meanings, and then comments upon thy own siippo-

sitions; as that G. F. &c. mean I.y the universal spirit,
that spiiit that set up these orders and meetings; and I

Uke It lo he iiicaiil llie jurlgmciit of the niliiia; iiai-ty, or
Foxonians, &c. An,I he seem, l„ place mere vinue anil
powev in CO,.form,I,g l„ his nnleis nf wiimen^s mcclil§s,
i ' vingei
i imi•s ailv'ciIsai
' y ?t (jhsay
o unut ahFieicin
r h)
e
ilcealtslikle' an
nay, many that never know 'IV,wi "oiariici ,/

a kind of treating us ; but eLi v i

if it be liis will, open thLLlL ^
then thou wilt know that G F "i^" ^
better treatc.l at tby hand.r ^

But one thing I marvel at, and that is, how this author
/<■
so n
mucli
make
his paper
reader
bclieve
G. F.co&c.labour
their owni
g theto
matter
of the
, and
ren

dering the consequences thereof to l,c the very doctrine and
pvernment
bathheilanboured
to setas
up,cleupon
ch
he hath flxethat
sobe
many
ous names,
ar evidwhi
ence
of apostacy and amiutiou, p. 7. This unlimited power,

the pope s yoke, a making men slaves and vassals, p. 9,

arbitrary, unlimited power, implicit, blind, and niiaccept-

ablc obedience, p. 10. The judgment of the ruling
party, or boxonians among the Quakers, p. 11, and so

on to the 12th page. And then he tells his reader a unite

contrary story, and acquits G. F. &c. again of the matter
charged, and tells us that G. F. differs from the sub-
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scribers of the paper. G. F. &c. have borne^ their testi

mony against their subscription ; tor G. !•. &c. say,

This would make the belief which is in the Light, and

the measure of the spirit in their own particulars, not
one witli the universal spirit, &c. And then 1. C. adds

as an anieii to Gr. position^ Indeed so it does. Could,

any one that had read this book, have tliought the author

should before he had done, have acquiesced w ith G. F.
&c. and cleared him of his high charge he had laid; and
he who had so endeavoured to make folks believe that the
answ er w\as but a seeming one, an answer for fashion
sake for fear the paper should be published, not one

word of reproof, no denial in fact, but G. F. and they
all one in the judgment and sense of the paper, &c. I
Avho would have thouglit the same should tell us
jr_ &c. difler from the subscribers, and tliat in

1 most capital point of their paper, and tell them, their

t would make the faith, and the measure in which

Ft'Tt-inds not one with the universal spirit, &c. It is well

1 M rnme though almost at last. Who is Babers

builder now,' Thomas ? Hast not thou played the fool

ish woman, that pulled down her house with her own
hands ^ But as if thou had herein spoken too much

truth thou seekest to bury it again with three or four
palpable lies in the next page.

First, G. F. seemingly disowms the paper, yet owns
Secondly The whole scope of their letter is, that they

are only dissatisfied with the wording ol it.

Ti.iiullv That we have nothing against them we call

opposers, but their not submiting to G. F.'s orders with-

"ithe
CS^That
G. F. &c. does not id all
principles in the paper, only the subscribing of it,
p

13

"is "not this strange work, that thou shouldest set thy
name to such notorious untruths, and tiunp wherein
thou thyself showest every body how to contradict thp

too. First tell them that G. F. &c. difler from the sub
scribers: and wherein, even in such a principle of their
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paper, as thou diflcvcst from them iti, and indeed I too:
and then to tell them that G. F. does not at all contra

dict the principles, &c.

1 his is even sad work, to see men grope at noon day,

that might have enjoyed the light of the sun as well as
others, if they had kept the love and fear of God in their

heai'ts. 1 inteml not at present to l)estow much more

pains aijout this matter: the foundation uj)on which it was

built being discovered to he enmity and falsehood, the
structure cannot stand. In the mean time, glad should

I be that thou, or some of y„„, ,nay sink (low n into

coolness and remember whence you -L fallen and fallnentered you, that is refreshed

^ fret
totingthe
of great
God,
and1 are
and griinnocent
eving at thatj)eoplc
which is our
est
rbd
nnVf
many
sometime
lid 1 ar
ake 'fl
with' us;
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when yeyou
see what
spirit this
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Hiy^boo^k/we'^oulfmraV^ pullosl in lio tinl of
holah^.ni„i|,Invest
Ulya.nl
at
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astv ith a
.Macai lie chai
-gest usgcnoral
ivitl, it, say
emnitv
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a any
fruit part
of icul
aarV
general
enmity ap
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as ancpeopl
e, than
aJS®

ing, these things are covered, excused, or justiled ? Wln>
anions OS have e, her covered, excised m-' nslir.ed S. B.'s

jhut
iajier.on
' l never
knew
any, diand
Xfyhel
levinstthen
neilic»ri
the conti
ary d,vers
d testi
agai
it heforc
was 't was done, before it couid lie out-

ivardiy knjn . I etiier it would he true or no; but lie
•'"'l?'™,""
a n d t o l i e,. g "I,
i i c vl""t
i n g and
o l . „so,TOW,
a „ y. ^ ,

for iood and nourlslnnent, and f„,. a stone to stuinbie up0,1: In, alas, wiiat will y„„ gah, by It? Do you liiink to

make this conclusion, &. -was mistaken, and wrote that

as the word oi the Lord that was his own word, became
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his own burden, ergo, G. F. and the people called

Quakers, are led by a wrong spirit, and will and must

fall. Do you think this would not be sorry arguing, if

turned upon yourselves? Dot I let it pass, and leave it
to your better considerations. And seeing thou hast pub

lished S. E.-s letter to J. S. in which the oifence lies,
here tblloweth his own testimony against himself and it

long since, wiiicii though I know it will not satisfy those
that seek occasions of stumbling, yet it may be a help to

the simple in heart, and a warning to all that may be
tempted in like manner.

AS I was silliiis waitiiig upon Ihc Lord, "'O 29lh
instant, tl.nse tilings rose in my lioait, Unit I should .icknotvlodgc my uffmice to all the bi e lu-cn m »

tlierealm^ts, mid Bristol, and to all the ^

and south, that have heen witnesses "5™'' '^1'
separation ; and am to let you 1"'™ ' "!t ' "w
repent mo, and sorely grieve

a faithful testimony for dod, shovild have any piol >

thrown at you, which I spoke to John Story in an angi>

spirit. I do therefore acknowledge, as I have signiiied

that he shoud
l ce
il that year,] whcih were^inie ^w

w
orddak,
s, andand
soondarkness
became m
y burupon
den, anmy
d ^erand
e spoo,
^lei m
the
was
der a strong temptation, which 1 was snllered to fal into

I not standn
i gn
i the counsel of God ; for ^vdud 1 bo e

God's indignation. But I soon saw I shon d bave «one
to him in a meek spirit, to beseech him to be "onciled
to his brethren. But I do judge and condemn tl at Iiastj

spirit, that set time for his dying, and called it the woid

of the Lord, and do desire this may go as iar as w hei^vLr
it may have a service for Truth.

Barbadoes, the 30th of the
3d Month, l681.
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FRIENDS IN NORWICH.

DEARLY beloved Friends and brethren, whom God

hath called to the fei owship of his blessed gospel, to par-

take of the cross and suflerings tbatremain to be fulfilled
in the body of Christ, my spirit is led fortii in the tender

love of God, to visit you with a few lines by way of salu-

ta ion, that ye may be comforted in all niannei-of tribu-

lations, and to put you in mind of the great sufferings
r
'strangers
l » ntosit; andl ahow
i " all
, yonfininuitics
W l , e i wer«
.y«
were
of you were made sensible in «® ®

weights and burdens; and some I "l""

to cry for deliverance, and s^e f 1™!

could not find it; and that i„cJrased'tir2y7S K
""''T?sensi
1,'™'
that
w»
most
ble of'"'-"'ery
their state.great
And intoanthem
acceptabl
e day

did the Laid God make known unto you, that he had

heard your cry, and had pitied your case and aave vou

a Seiitle vis.totion „f i,ia J' >

y""' """ n 'ei ti^"'* ' "ti world had blinded; and then

you could see the gospel shine. And he sent his minis-

ters ""J Sers among you, to preach the gospel of
eternal life, in the name, power and spirit of Cdiist Je-

OTS, whose message ye received, being prepared by tlm
inward working of Ins power. And as many as received

this testimony, received therewitli the hope of eternal

life, that sliould arise and spring up unto you througli
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death, that was to come upon all that was corruptible.

And from that time the seat of the beast began to fall,

and the birtli tliat had its life in the corruptible things

fell in pain, and the true seed was refreshed, and hope
and consolation were ministered to your immortal souls;

whicli hope was the occasion of your not being ashamed

of the cross of Christ; but obtained inward courage to
bear an outward and visible testimony to his name and

power, who was thus come to work your deliverance;

and you thought it worth your while to wait upon him:

yea, you saAv no other way for the completing the good

Avork Avhich he had begun, but to depend and wait upon

him ; that he that had been the Alpha, might be knoAVU

to be the Omega. And iiereupon a godly resolution Avas

raised in you, not only to begin, but to p on and to hold

out to the end in this good Avork ; and the ^'^;b\comforts,
nourishments and illuminations that V

his hand, did strengthen and conhrm you ^his you^
godly resolution and practice; Avhcieby y g ^
in the Lord and Avere as a Avell-Avatered garden , and

Lorddrtldbldtl gifts of his Holy Spirit among yo«
and hsi o
l vn
i g kn
i dness abounded unto you, and he k

you up together in the unity of his spirit, '^ccmding to
your measures Avho were faithful to him, an i

upon vou and \g became a people to las praise.

Now mrdeirly beloved brethren and sisters, it Avas

a purpose of hU own glory, »njl °f for'
it hurl been ns easy for bim to liave "'■'i;'

morl
y; but ho that hath given you to bel e e f
Will also erive vou power to suffer, that so iniou n pa

trout euamiug yourp
' art in the suferings and tribulations
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of the body of Christ, yc may plentifully partake of the
joy and glory that is afterward to be revealed; for as

many of you as a!)ide faithful in the time of these light

aillictions, will see a tar more exceeding weight of glory
brougiit forth, and shall feel your share\-uul portion iu it.'
i herefore, my dear hi iends, look not out at satan nor

his instruments, but comiJieliend tliem in the light of your
feaviour, and yon will see them limited as the sea, that
thus far shall they go, and no farther: and so far as

they have power to go, let no man grudge it, but acknow

ledge as our Lord did i„ the day of his sullerings, when
brought before Pilate, thou conldst have no power at all

against me, except it were given thee from above. So

keep your eye to that which is above all Herods, Pilates, Judases, and High Priests, to ti.e eternal power
by whicii you were called of God, to bear a testimony
lor his name in your day ; and as long as ye feel this
power sustaining you, ye cannot be wmirv, but rather

re]oice, yea leap for joy, considering the croAvn of your

cal
ling, and that ye are counted worthy to sutler for the
name'ssakeof him that died for ne . i fi "."V •
and reignetb for evermore : ami if "se" again,

and abide faithful to the end we sutler with hini,
witli him for ever; and noj onlv so '^7
he will make a way and deliver /• " t|"shie,

them with victory aLr tLt'ruflldm.t'S^

And as concerning tl.e outward goods and sustenance

T
or 1totitake
Hkccare
i neiImt
ids,for
ohserve
ttieatcommand
l^ord,
one day
once, andof
heour
wil

give for tliat: for his purpose is to wean yon

from the •vmible dependencies, that ye may with the

more bright ess and clearness embrace the true riches,
riierefore fo,. everyone to contract all

their outward atiairs, mto as narrow a compass as may be,

and to owe no man any thing |,ut love, and to let that

have a tree passage, even to their persecutors; that so
witu a clear and a free spirit, you may behold all tilings
here below, without joy in their increase, or sorrow in
their decrease; givins uj) yourselves and yours into the

to Friends in JSToricick.
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hand of God, who caves for you, and who hath not let
forth the wrath of man upon you in his anger, but for the

ti-ial of your faith, which is more precious than gold or
outward goods : and as for them, the loss will be re
warded in this life an hundred fold, besules an inesti

mable treasure laid up in lieaveu. So God Almighty

keep you low and tender of iiis glory, and furnish you
with patience, wisdom, and with every good work.
This is the earnest prayer and breathing of life for you

all, in your friend and brother in the fellowship of the

gospel «fpe.-vce, STEPHEN CMSP.

A N

EPISTLE FROM STEPHEN CRISP,
*

T

O

FRIENDS IN AMSTERDxVM.
Dear Friends,

YOU who are kept alive toGo.l i„ your several mea
sures of his grace au.l Truth, to you l/i|,e remembrance
of my love in a heavenly hami, in which my life reaches
you, rejoicmg w.lli you in your rejoicings, an,l snlfering
with you in all your suirerings ; and my'lender advice to

you IS, that you dwell ,u the seed that gives von life,
and renews it in you daily; and in this you will have

wisdom to judge, and strength to hear contradiction of

sinners, as he did in the days of his lesli, and doth stil

.1. his members ; hut ii this seed, C hrist Jesus, is yoiir

and his power, shall'^^le conll a" ' "'"iT1 "m

nought; lor it is given to this seed to 1 I i""l' 1 of
the other seed. Ami therefore it hath Wen Ids policy

from the hesiiining, to put his head that was to he hio-

ken, under sonielhing or other, that had a show ofholi-

r'l ''f that he might save his head-

heel ol t o t ue seed, and grieve and hurt the just, and

to make the I indermost of the lock to halt, and to walk
lamely and staggering; hut when the covering comes to
he rent, and Ins lioad appears as it is, then he cannot do

so much harm. Hut it is a time for the true seed to
show Ins powevy according to promise, and to break it in
pieces ; so il ye live in the faith of the seed, ye shall see
the fulfilling to your joy and comfort.

And, dear Friends, he not dismayed nor discouraged,

when you see this evil seed to put up its head in any
where it hath been long covered ; for know this assured-
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ly, the serpent can do less harm when manifest, than he

can do wlien covered; and it is the working of the power

and spirit of the true seed, that rends the coverings,

and makes a discovery of the evil gi;ouud which was
hidden for a time ; but when it is mauiiest, then it brings

forth according to its own nature, wrath and bitterness,
clamour and reproach, and ioanis out its own shame;

and sucli grow tierce, despisers of those tliat are good,
heady, unruly, not easily entreated; by their fruits ye
may know them ; such were in the jirimitive days, and
such are now; but the power and life of the true seed
was over them then, and so it is now. Therefore, live

in that innocent life, above the striving, reasoning nature,
and meet in the name of Jesus, the seed of promise, and

ye shall feel first the promise ; and as ye lay hold of that

by faith, ye will wait for the fultilhng and in time be
power ^^lll arise, and you will see the fulfllling, and that

head broken, which is so put up apunst the anomting.
And then your joy wil be full, and praises wil be oiler-

«l to Godu,rough him that hath received all power in

heave,, aud earth, to whom belongs the kingdom, the
power and the glory, for evermore.

S T E P H E N C K I S P.
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A

FA I T H F U L WA R N I N G A N D E X H O R TAT I O N
T

O

FRIENDS,
I

D

BEWARE OF >SEDUCING SPIRITS,
And to keep on the Armour of Liglit in Simpli,.;ty and Sinceiity,
as their best Arniour in all trials.

Written by a Lover of Sincerity, and a Triivailler for Zion's Redemp

tion, and for the removing of all Oitprcssions from olf the Souls of

them who have believed, STEPUKN Clllsp.

Dear Friends,
YOU know liow that Gud in his infinite love hath vi

sited us witli a very glorious day, in which his Sun of

righteousness is so risen upon us, that the heavenly warmth

thereof hath quickened and cnligldened us, and made us

to stand up and serve him in our day and generation;
and the virtue of that blessed life in Christ .lesus beinS

revealed in the souls of them Avho have truly believed,
hath given them great power over death, and hath made

them able to grapple with satan in all his diverse appear

ances, and to overcome him; so that which way soever
he hath hitherto sought to eclipse the glory and bright
ness of this great and notal)le day of the Lord, he hath
hitherto been frustrated in his purpose, and his instru

ments have been made ashamed of their work : for all

that arc true children of the day, do find that their stand-
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ing is by faith, and not by knowledge, and

faftU kept in a^ndy dependance upon powei^of
that can overcome all tlnngs, and bung

that whatever doth arise against the of it,

them that are in it lets them, even in the 1 ^ : f ti^enieee to the end of it, and gives them a ^

selves, by whicli they are settled m .
waiting to sec the thing they ^ ?,i thev who
and thhs is their victory, even their

dwell in this faith are not weary, n,. ^vav but
all the various exercises they meet with '>y

can endure contradiction ^vitliout discou^a.^e
ing that wiiatever it is that riseth "P 'V
and purpose of C^od, once delivered to

And this is the same iaith that n as o^m

the saints, in the pnmitne i„ ^hom

rection and the ^vere enahled both to
they believed, and by whom y ^yithstand the

do and to sufl'er what his will • > • .
torrent and sea and their zeal and

and the word of C^oii no stratagem
courage grew for the name ot (?o ,
devised against them could Py^^P^jYpld their faith which

in ti.e smfplicity of theso.,nl, "I'l'a'\'ere teh- g ea
tl.e,y l,a.l i'„ a inne nonaaenco, Ijeac ^

forlificalions, tlmt '„f nilml; »ncl as long

rl'S V"es nniuen in one
anther's hearts. i.opessihle to stop

„ of Soil hy all he could do, by stimng

rSSi'is-aftsSSiS
means and instruments, how to distur that sim

pureness of mind ; then the adNeisai> » progress hv

drawing one or other among ^be^nsel - n.
pl
icity of the gospel of Christ, in wl^^Mh^ had been
of one heart, and had believed and piactiscd the same
A.9.
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things, without vain disputations; and having found somo
unstable souls fit for his purpose, he wrought powerfully

in them to move questions, which had a tendency to
draw others forth to striving aliout the question; then

one would have it thus, and the other would maintain it

to be so, neither of tbem minding whether the question
itself tended to the use of edifying the church ; butagvcat
stir was quickly raised, and that about some few Jewish

rights, and about some rigiit or wrong descents of ge
nealogies ; one wonld prove it thus, and the other so;
and here was a door opened to let in the carnal wisdom

cent m.n. s of com,,,id, ami some whole
houselioldssubvclcd; which when Ihc devil had llins

far pi'cvaiied, he w enl „„ f,„.i|,c,. and gave courage to
some of these h.s high m.nded, heady, unruly servants
to go abroad through the churches, and preach up these
his questions as doctrines, and to seduce and dravV away

all they could from the similicity of tlie gospel. And
P '» and Tietniy many!

SO that, they were emboldened tn tvWiv t ^ i\ l

ties in that glorious work w", '■=''T f

pl
oyed them ; so that now a grlai ic'lTAf'?"' 'f
to warn the |,oor ilock of Clii Ut of i l.f , ''"'i'' f
clothing, and to give out testimiin"

• ci. . "-^'^'monies of their own s neerity• cand
against these dcccilfiil workers, and to open nml
unfold the mysterious vyorkiig of that evil spivil, ami how

.Is 't M,';.""""® I
^infessinn
andonoutward
piofcssion of thriof
stianithe
ty, withname
more reputati
and less
reproach than at the hrst. Jfor this was the desian to-et

Uieir
hear s from t at sincerity andlil«rty;:i.rtoS.
watchfulness which
was
taught them in the hegi,i„,„g , ^
serpent carried on his work in that day, you may read
at large in the scriptures of Truth, and what s.ad and
wokil work It made in Corinth, in Galatia, in Smyrna,

in Ihyatira, and in J^aodicea, and also in Achaia, and

what sorrow and labour it cost the good apostles, and
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liow the good spirit was grieved by these things, and the

hearts of the righteous made sad thereby.
Yet the enemy had in those days another stratagem as
bad as all tiie rest, whereby he sought to lay waste the

work of God; for after the gospel came to spread abroad,
and many were couviiced, both Jews and Gentiles, many
Greeks also came to acknowledge the iruth, who hsul

been great seekers after natural wisdom, and had sough

to fathom natural causes and effects, and had studied

many curious arts, and philosophical strains and methods,
which suited well with their lieathenish worship and re

ligion, for them to endeavour to find out the benevolent

or malevolent iulluenccs of Mars, Saturn, Jupiter, or

other of the gods whom they worshipped. Hut when they
came to the acknowledgment of the one only bue and

lbe
ivinghad
God,
the creator of all, and of Jesus Christ whom
sent, then they found tlieir curious
and their books fit for nothing bu the fire,

one city as many as were worth fi0,000 pieces of silvei

but alas! the spirit that made use of them ^^as not burnt

in several, but wrought,cunningly to bring many of those
their tricks and quirks in among lie poor believers, and
cndeavourerl to make them believe they were such kiioij-

ing men, and had such rare tilings to acquaint them wit i,

far beyond the apostles: and then they went to work with

the onnositiou of science, as they falsely called it, and

then thu
i gs must be questo
i ned and dsi puted that Imd no^

a philosophic or nchU reason, lo demons ate to the
senses or understanding. And leie y was

some made void, and many tyere spo led of then- sincer. y

and uprightness by these vain deomts and then came n

loosenesf in conversation; then a Nicholas with ins ranterism ; a Jezebel with her pretended

prophecies; a Balaam «th hiscoyelons design upon me

peopl
e, might ind some to side with them ; "J' ^ 3
tie and cov?nant of their religion of heaving a daily c oss

that was hroken; but alas! alas ! the effect of these thii„s
was

very

lamentable.

i

i

j

x,

And, dear Friends, having briefly touched at these
things, and set these proceedings of satan against the
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Truth among tlie primitive Christians hcfore you, I now
come to tell you in gi-eat plainness and sincerity, what

hath for some months lain upon my mind relating to this
subject, and concerning the day in which we live, and the

dispensation of that everlasting gos[)cl Avhich is now
preached again unto us, in wliich w e found the very same
blessed eflects as they did. For when we had believed

therein, it brought us into great simplicity, and into clean
ness of mind, and into an unfeigned love and unity one

with another; and from what parts or countries soever ■

we came, we all spake the same tilings, and the ciuirking,
querying, disputing u ,t was brougi.f.lown, and cast out
from among us ; tbougii we could ,uery and dispute with
the opposers that were witliout in defence of the Truth,

yet we had then no such occasion among them that pro
fessed 1 ruth; for we were of one ieart, and mind, and
judgment, and in that universal love we laboured to
build up one another in our most holy faiti, and to pub
lish and make known the blessed name of Jekis, in whom
we had believed; and many were daily added to the
and of tlie

wherein we found a harmonious re?^ •'^""pl'city of mind,

ever we saw one another In ii spirit, whenpiccrve us, .nu,! ou, wll. T I'

power by wbiol. we were caire;,':,'^1,:" It ."rids' o

before us, .md prosper „s iu l,i, Idessed way, in wlicli
he eansecl onr souls to t -ke great dcligbt, and take up the

iihttlt bad edit Jt'"'
^"eintyoof
Truth
enviedwhere
tlis ourhe
tranqui
quickly, a d l opan
work
in some
fmidlitay

^^•oond to «oik ni and sought to lead them from the
simplicity of the riuth, and to exalt their minds in the
sight of things opened by the Truth, and so did not
abide in the tender fear of God, and in the humility of
the innocent seed, hut flew up in airy notions and ima
ginations; some into a false liberty, and others into

strange imaginations of their own growth to some high

state, and so grew heady and imriily, and were liardeucd
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against exliovtations; rather judging themselves fit to
teach, than to be taught, and these drew several after

them through an atlection that was not subject to the
cross, and became an occasion of offence and stumbling

to many who were inquiring after the way of the Lord,
and a great exercise and sorrow to such as kept in the

travail and labour for Siou's redemption. But those that

abode in the faith, knew that the power in which they

had believed would arise, and crush down and bruise

that lofty, airy spirit, and all that abode in it, and did not

repent and retnrn to their first love, and do their first

^vorks: and according as we believed it came to pass, and
their works M'ith which they sought to amuse and aston-

ish the nations, were confounded and brought to nought;
and divers that did adhere and cleave to tiiat spirit, were

lost and scattered, and grew into profaneness and uncleanness, and strove against the power of God that

Avrougbt in his people to reclaim and regain them, till

krfrtl, the vciy power of God lurned asamst them,

and cut them off who had been the troublers.

Yet did not the serpent leave off attempting to betray
the innocent, but found out other instruments fit for his
purpose, whom he raised up under pretence of some new

discoveries, accompanied with a voluntary humility, and
a seeming self denial, when indeed, the design was to
exalt self and man's work, wit and reason, above the

eternal power of God, and through feigned pretences, to

obtain a dominion over the heritage of God and to im
pose and obtrude upon them things which were not

taught by the living spirit of Christ Jesus in themselves,
nor had been received by doctrine or message fo
j' "^ "le t;];«
spiritual labourers in tiie gospel. By which means the

minds of many were betrayed, and they were exercised
in contending about some outward signs or tokens ot
their separation, til the weighty matter they should have

minded, viz. how to be kept m the love of God, and m
the heavenly unity, was in many lost and forgotten, and

instead thereof, a secret root of bitterness grew "P, and

a hatred against the prosperity of the cluucli ot God,

and the faithful servants and ministers of it, lusoniuch
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that they lost the very sense of God's blessed presence
amongst us, and reckoned he had forsaken us ; and there
upon many of them also forsook us, and were as another

people, and were puDcd up with great expectations of our
downfall, and their own exaltation, and began to spread
their design of separation into otiicr nations, to the hurt
of many wlio were deceived by them ; so tliat the tender
love of God, tliat liad wrought in the hearts of the faith

ful labourers and ministers of the gospel, to the gather

ing them out of the world, now wrought again cflectually,
to gather many of tlicm out of tliis self-senavation, and

av.tl, gi-ea I>atie,.ce and long sunhiing, did wc travail and

labour ,v, 1, many And tl.o Lord behold our sincerity and

care, and blessed lus Avork in our hands, so tliat the eyes

of many were opened to sec the crafty snares by v'hich

they were entangled and power was given them of God,

« break through and testify against Uie crafty wiles of

tlieni that had i eceivcd them; and the Lord arose in his

great and mighty power, in and among his people, and
wo^of
V orn and
of separati
Aat onspirit
and
its
work of dissenti
that it had
Avrought;

and it could then proceed no fm-fi i / -ii i nnd

Bioreand more corrupt, and peris^m!^v!lSly'ftom tlio

Avay of the Loid, and the society of his people, and turn

ed hack, some into the world's worship and religions,
and other^s into the gross pollutions that are therein;and
the churclies of Cluast, who stood faithful and true to the
leading ol his spirit, came to have vest from that extreme

labour and travail which they had lain several years un

der, by reason of these things ; and God fulfilled the

prophecies ol divers of his faithful servants, who by their
iaith had seen, and by the spirit had testilied at the be

ginning of tliat spirit's work, Avhat the end of it should

be ; for many tiiere ivere who saw, that it was from the
earth, and thither it vvould return ; and there it was swal

lowed up, and all its substance; and as many as refused

to be Avarned, perished with it; then did the souls of the

faithful give glory and honour to God, in whose hand is

and Exhortation to Friends.
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power and dominion, and he reigns on higli m iis
strength, and is king of saints, and the defence o ns
Sion, now, lienccfortli, and for evermore. ^ -n r i *

These exercises put end siine.l up 1, "

great vigilance and watclifulnoss, for the

enemy out for the future, at least, as much as in lem . j ,
and those that were faithful and ancient Ineius, .
men and women, found it incumbent upon tliem o

together to watch over the flock, and to see to the con
versations of them who professed the Truth, that itvmg i
answer tiieir profession, and where the contrary appeared,

to deal with them, and to reclaim them, if possible, or

else to deny them, and to clear Truth and J^riends of
them and their disorderly courses. And in this good work
the !Lord blessed them, and showed his presence among

thpin and gave them wisdom and understanding; and
tbev took care of the widows and fiitherlcss, of the poor

and aftlicted families among them, and had the care upon

them concerning marriages, that none might come together

inTdisorderly manner, hut that all things migh he clear
on either side, and the consent of parents might he ob
tained before marriage, and that all

kept in good order, and savoury in the sight ot bod and
men. And divers epistles were written from el
der brethren for their encouragement and direction in tins

good vvoric for we knew it was God's work, and would

tend to the limiting of loose and unruly spirits, who
sought liberty more than sincer. y ; ^

than Christ's government, and their subjection to tl e divine power of God. And when some exalted spuits
came^o see unto what this work would tend,
offence thereat, and sought to weaken the hands ol he
faithful Friends in this good work, under lV;ctc»ce, tiiai

all must be left to the witness of God ; and if people did
not find iudgment in themselves for what they did, tney

must not be judged by others, being themselves gmie

from Truth's judgment and hardened : then they cried
out of innovation aud imposition, and such like.

And hereupon were many again seduced and subverted,

and drawn away from their steadfastness in the i ruth,
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and began to appear against tlie good order of the Lord's
people, and to retlect upon the godly tare that lay upon
them, with unhandsome and unsavoury speeciics and
writings, till a secret root of bitterness and enmity got
into several that iiad been convinced ; and in this root

the enemy wrougiit with great craft and subtlety, to draw

them from the blessed unity that is in Christ Jesus, the

true head of the true chmcii, ami l)egat tlieui into many

jealousies and groundless fears of an' apostacy, while in
the mean time lie drew them so far to apostatize from

their first love and first works, that they proceeded to ex-

,,osB im-ixls l)olh pai-ticuhu- hixI in ™neial, to llie
reproach and scorn of the rvorlil, as miicl. as in tUcnl
lay.

All whicli was borne and suffered with much long-

suDciang and patience, and a great travail lay upon many
to endeavour llie reducenient of lliein tliat did thus op
pose liemselves; for we knew our sincerity, and kiievr
that llie Lord would stand hy ns, less our vvork

"n the tanTif l?i;'Z'''' ^""1 blessed work

could nrnsncr We ^ooont people, neither would iwr

f-fy Of. -d l-lpeTils^'from lie^'he'^woS
s t i l l s t a n dJ 'b y" I u
an
S s ,I r n
t hd acni vde n hei os n 'l P
ei tn
h ei v i c

tory over every tongue and pen that rose up in judgment
against us as he hath done to this day, and their work
IS manifest, and they can proceed no further, blessed be
b i s n a m e f o r e v e r.

Now, dear Friends, I have made this brief relation of
tiie may see, luul they that are older may be put ,
in mind, how the old adversary of Truth hath already

tbe forementioncd passages, that they that are young in

wrought in this our dcay, and what hath been the end and

tendency of bis workm all his various appearances, even
as in the primitive days, to stop the bright shining of the
gospel, if he could; and whereas he is not able to do that,

his next work is to see whom he may devour, that is,
whom he may so ensnare and entrap with his subtle
baits and gins, as that be may, first, draw them from the
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simplicity of the Truth; next, into an exaltedness in

knowledge; tben, into prejudice and enmity against
those that stand in the way to hinder their exalted no
tions. And by this time lie hath tauglit them to break
the law of charity, and to think evilly of the upright, and
to disesteem the blessed unity and fellowship tliat is in
the Truth, and then they arc fitted for schism and sepa

ration upon one specious pretence or auother: therefore,
how watchful ought every one to be, for the keeping out
this destroying spirit, which hath brought several already

to that pitch of enmity and defiance to the Truth and
people of God, that if it hail been told them in the days

of their tender convincement, they would have been ready

to say with Hazael, is thy servant a dog that he should

do

these

things

?

^

And Friends, know this for certain, that satan is still

Workin'", and seeks to winnow you ; and where there

doth remain, after a long convincement, a lightness and
an airiness in any, such are easily driven with his perni

cious winds. And to this purpose he hath stirred up
some in several cities and countries, such as he knows

are fit for his purpose, who never knew a real mortifica
tion upon that earthly, sensual wisdom, that is from be

neath but have too much saved that alive in themselves.
Which God did in their first convincement pass a sen

tence of death upon ; and these, as they cannot reach to

a partaking of the life of Truth in themselves, no more
can they reach nor attain to the hidden mystery ot the
unity that the Lord's people have one with another in

that life of Truth, but another life and a power they

kave, and in it they grow headstrong and fierce, despi-

sers of them that are born of the spirit, yea, they grow
in wisdom from one degree to another, but it is neither

pure nor peaceable, gentle, nor easy to be entreated. iSy

their fruits ye may know them ; for from this wisdom are

they often found starting some subtle and abstruse ques
tions, to amuse the minds ot the simple, and to cause the
weak in the faith to err, and to draw away unstable souls
after them, as if they had brought forth some new dis

coveries ; and then here is work for disputing wits, by
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all which the minds are drawn fnrtiier and further from

the true watchfulness, tiiat hecoines those that have such
an enemy to deal with.

Hence it is that all those janf^lings are sprung about
the forbidden fruit, what it was, and wliether good for
food, or not good for food ; upon wiiicii some have closed
witii tiiat primitive and tirst error, witli wliich Eve was

ensnared, and have judged it good for food ; yea, and
have fed upon it too, till their knowledge hatii grown
greater in the evil than in the good, '({ence it is that

another starts rjuestions about the mortality or immor

tality of the soul. Another, of the state of the soul after
the death of the hoily, Avhether it abides a singular es

sence, or ceaseth to have any singular essence or being.

Another about the state of the body after death. Another
about how many bodies one and the same soul may

or must have at sundry times. Another, how long the

wicked men or angels must endure the wrath of God

for rebellion. Another comes forth and says, there

IS no such thing as wrath or anger in Go.l, and all
that IS written thereof m the holy scriptures is but

f-jytht\elieU1-a
i ,leoenemy
f yoSeVis,am
, aS
as 1 said, trying and wiiiiiowing?

to see w here he may meet with his own, and may de

ceive and draw away some from the faith and unity, and
teach them some other way and doctrine besides the nar
row way ot regeneration.

Now, my dear and well-hcloved in the Imrd, you are

witnesses un o this day in liow great similidty and plain

ness of speech we have preached the word of God among
you, from the day die Lord sent us forth to this day : wc
came not unto you vyith enticing words, we needed not
logical nor philosophical demonstrations ; for oiiv testi

mony had the demonstration and evidence, of the spirit of

1'ru'h in your hearts, and oiir words, or the word of God
in our mouths,^ hath not altered nor changed unto this
day, but remains the same as it ever was. The great

doctrine of the gospid ivas and is regeneration, without
which there is no entrance; the only means and way to
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attain it, was and is that light aiid grace that comes by

Jesus Christ, and sanctifies, and purifies, and brings to
him, by wliom the entrance is ministered into the king
dom ; tliese things have we declared, and these things
ye have believed, and in this faith are many of our faith
ful brethren fallen asleep, and their precious souls are at
rest with the Lord. And herein, if ye abide steadfast to
the end, ye shall do well.

And, as concerning all such who seek to trouble any of

your minds with the things above-mentioned, or any

subtle and crafty questions, keep you your habitations in

the power of Cod, and you will daily come more and

more to discern the tendency of them; how it is a spirit

that works against the cross, and seeks to cause the of

fence of it to cease, that they might hear a profession of
Truth, and live in a loose conversation without control

or judgment; and you wil see them come to nought like

""SVfwthe canTn
i s on Usi Uu
i .1 of b
il evtn
i si n., .vil ers

st
range
hatched
andcan
spread
the
minnot
dsionsofare
whom
they
; forabout
the t^o icorrupt
s the

author of them, knows well how to apply them to the
advancement of Ins own kingdom, and for the easing, or
rather iardening, the consciences of such who receive

these thiim-s, that they may thereupon shake off tlie sense

Avhich Zl^time they had of tlie righteous jiulp.ent of

mXaa n
io'pioicssi
rMs™
l' «K
Friends
loutsd
ia.-p! pethese
aranceare
amothe
ngthblots
en
iblessed pure way evily spoken of by many, and the heaits

of the unri'-ht made sad from day to day; these «ie such

as cttfmaloXtears wicn he wrote "I

before, and now tell you weeping; they o

the cross of Christ." l of 111^1 V

stuml
ile, and others to perish from f
and yet all the while carry a secret bolstci under them
to hear themselves upon, having let m a Deiiet or sup-
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position, eitlier that theve is no such Avrath and judgment
to he expected from tiie hand of God, as hativ l)eeu largely
spoken and written of hy tiie propliets, (!hrist and his
apostles, and all the faithful ministers of tiie gospel unto
this day: or if there he wrath and judgment to he revealed,
it will be but for a time, and then they shall be restored
to glory and happiness, or if they fall short of a due fit
ting and [ireparing lor the kingdom of God on this side

the grave, it is no great matter, for they shall have other
opportunities even in this world hereafter, when they
shall be born in other bodies.

to possess others with the supposition or notion of the
finite punishment of wicked men and devils in the world

cverl-^Un-fii-e
mention,
viz:
cveilastingfiie, the sint?''
agaiscriptures
nst the holy o-i
u.st, never tobe
Im'i^ind"
lal judgmetit, vengeance
men isof eternal
to come,
lire, the smoke
eterof

then toimcnt shall ascend up for ever and ever, &c. as
plainly declared by Christ and his holy Vnostles and
gospel ministers, these they limit onlv ol

Another bolsters himself ii« .-ii ^ a-^cs.

doth evil, his hell is only here 10^- that if he

when he leaves the world all n • conscience, but
Jiai not
had
notneen,
beenand
and
he tlie
soul 'ishal
'i l ^^
die dl
withbetheas
body
if , they
and

suller an ann.lu at.on as « as H.e bo I 7„ si ,11 bo

s,yallotliowod
upauil
outsoolthen
all pavl
lcubuat
y, as a
<C,
'isattlio
er
into
sea,
what
matlev.
Anil
thisolw
cvi seeds-,nan, sowing these cursed seeds of fleshly li

berty and ranter,sm, even i„„„,. ,|ay, and i,.l, nevaiici

upon some to tiieir destruction; a,ld thev that are se-

soiiucms ivhon. they can, hy tiiese tliei,- pc nicious ivays,
the consetliiences whereof arc wofui and iamcnlabic to
cons.de,-, a,.d ha h cost me and many more great sorrow

and And tmiy, i-r.ends, the weigl.t of tiiese tilings

w as heavy upon my mmd fo,. s„mc lime, and it lay upon
me to give a warnllg to aii that iave an ear to ilea,-, lest
tiiey suirer their imnds to he corrupted hy the siihtie

laying m wait of sataii and his iistmnicits ; for though
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I "know there are many thousands who know the price
and value of their immortal souls, and many wlio liave

truly travailled for the redemption of souls, who do not

stand in need to he warned ol these subtle designs, but

do live in that which comprehends the devil and his

crafty working, yet 1 am drawn forth in true love and
tenderness to the'weak, and such as are not yet grown to
a stability in the everlasting and elect seed of God, to

exhort them to take heed to themselves, and to he stirred

up to faithfulness and diligence, and to approve their
hearts in the sight of God, in sincerity and lowliness, that
so they may feel his secret preserving poiyer to keep
them from these gius and nets of the cunning hunters,
who lie in wait to beguile and betray Avliom tliey can.

And, Friends, to you who have not known the depths
of satan, 1 liave a few things to otler to your serious con
sideration : First, yon know in wliat manner you were

convi
ced,brought
and how
youracknowl
undcrstai
liugs were
opened,
and nyou
to the
eu
dgment
of the
Ireth,
was it not I.V II,0 shining of that iL'ue light of Chiast Je
sus in you,- "Luis, ivlich hy its inwavd wo,-lung si,owed

you that your souls were made suh.iect to a power ot

darkness, tliat had deliled them, and made them unht tor

God to dwell in and to take delight in ? then you saw

what a contrariety and disproportion there was hetivcen

the pure light and your impure souls. Whereupon .|udg-

met from Go,l was manifest for tim cm-hmg, „.„t,ug.

and destroying that linwei; tl„,t had tlins 'lohleil the
minds and conlcienccs; ami wlien ye can,e o bel.e e

tils judgment to he the ve,-y J„ds,„e„t of God, ye s hmilteil toil, „s right and line unto yon ;

suhmitted to it, ye qmelt y found some lioivc,- to w -

stand tlie temptations of flie ilark poiyer tlial h. d capt,vated you. And did you not then feel your

what eased, and a hope raised, that as ye abode faithful

unto that light, you might obtain power to withstand

your souls' enemy in all his appearances? so that the

faith that was delivered unto you in the begnmiug was,

that your souls should be so sanctiiied, tilted and pre

pared, as to become a habitation for God, and that he
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Avould so stven^tlicii you, ye should he able to stand

against the devil and his ()o\^ el•, svlio sought !o defile and
destroy the soul. And they that have iieen diligent and

kept this faith, have found it lo l)e a shield and a defence

in tiie times of their (rials and Lernptations : so that they

liave found victory l»y it, and their souls have come to

know a deliv erance ironi iiiidi r the eneinv's power, and
have received aiiility to serve the Lord, and have felt the

blessed freedom and iiherty in the 'i'l uih, which they so
much desired and Jonged fov.

Now, whcreloi-o I,all. all tins wort I.eci to rclocm Ite

sou, a,Hi to convcrtit, ainl ct,a„.T, it r,u,„ uattcfttie

.tal k i.nicr, ami to t,ia,ig it uml,.,. u,,. |„.„, ,.|it,- and glo-

tons ,,owcf nfttuast Tom,,? 1 tlnon tl.ai luue kno-va

Itila u.nk, wa» It only 1„|. a

ate locoii tnue I.e.e ,,, tttese t,o,li..,;. f.,,, i, „„i
eDectof tlie eteenal love of (J,„l i„

oni-souls m.ght bo eteraally / nuchas

lo? '" it S""":r ? 'I" I"'""' '!"= ^"1
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or,

many that never knew what it w- i ""i ' i

neither in themselves nor in otlme' ? T '

sight and knowledge of thinU i , 'l 1 »iave rcccive.U

la ivo way, as lookers on, and ticse, Itaviug groul. ap

1 f. , p I'lings at a distance, in a specu-

in o a profession tiy a sigl.t, witliout a real wml In tlinn.

selves, are very ready to l,e seduced, and to seduce oii.ersl

and wan ing ti.e substance tliat never waxeth old. OT

always itclnng after some new tlting, wbicb for a tiina
sented, and hen they arc for that also, and soarTalways
pdding
am cbangmg
theirofways,
till at last
tliey ivlio
arc
by the niasterlng
subtlety
their souls'
enemy,
hath power in such unstable minds, led back aglin id»

seems to be deligbtlul to tbem, til a newer tiling is pre

the world, or into divers sects, beats, and opinions, that

lire of the world ; and a false liberty gets up in them, in

which they grow lieady and stuhhorn, and look upou

every one that seeks to reclaim them as their enemy, and

let in hard and bitter thoughts against tliein; and the cue-
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my fills them with prejudice, and in

for the failings of others, and feed upon them
strengtlien tlieniselves, and so grow more ai ,.-1,;^,
trangeil from the innocent life that is m 'wiDo-tlom

he hall, given fo.- food f„.- tl« cl.ild.en o tl Oil ! this is a sad cundition; and I

deep sorrow lamented the state of what a
peradventure this may come, when 1 have sec

good beginning they have made in the way

have been as pleasant plants, and , ? ^eorauch fruit to the honour of God and com tort of h I

pie,
and especially to the comfort and ' .ggg
own immortal souls : and yet after «ome good 1
made, in tiie Lord's way, for want of a diligent natchli l-

ne'
ss and keeping close to tl.e daily cross, ^
.Ipiiial have laid themselves open to the spoilcis,

f . rnnnin-ly got an entrance into them, some in the

wise
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tionaterIi"hethe
seed
s of prreasoning
ejudice, and sopart,
me onsome
e way,
through sowing « have be-uiled them of the sun-
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Tiulh'; and so they have hntli lost their test loie, .
the hearts of his «;,f;VuriSuS"en^^ ly rouls' hal
concevn.ng "™- p,,,,,!,-, and l.ave solne-

T
ef all'et yet 0^0" '»
God hath [Hit H into my lieart to warn y""j {

strengthen
that
e n g t h e n those
t h othi"SS
se
. . . . are^ ready
. to <'«;.

rd appear against yon ter ?ecl

Lord

rd Ihonshts; and come down in kumdny. » '

hard
af it et c
a

alter tlie
i first
t h etenderness
' . c n n cand.broicenness
1 f e e d otn heait
o mwolii^li
re
once you felt, and holn a last to tue tioi ,

upon your carnal reasonings, hearken no nio c to those
seducers that haye drawn you from your sieadiasaiess in
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Clirist Jesiis, and your place in tlic body : for be ye as*
sured, as your food Is, so will your life be; and if ye
will still teed ui)oii the airy notions of tbatcarnal wisdom,

into an airy, li-bt and wanton life you will grow; and if
your food be to lick up the dirt and foulness tliat you can
find here or tliere, and to feast thereon, and then be lia
ble to vomit it up again, as some have done; this will

nourish nothing but the serpent's life, which the power
of God will overcome. But, dear hearts, sink down,
sink down, while yet an arm of love is reached out to you

to receive you, and wait in lowliness to be brought into
that heavenly bouse, where there is meat indeed, and

dr.nk indeed ; and remember that express sentence of
our Lord, who said, except you eat my ilesb, and drink

my blood, ye have no life in you : tlds is the holy nou

rishment that nourishetli up the heirs of the kingdo'"'

into which many are entered, and many of the dear peop e of God whom ye count lightly of, are travailiug to
obtain an entrance.

And, Friemls, let me use yet one argument more with
H m Vr n Tr n " ' " t y a n d f e l l o w d i i p

ttT
imirt1
hdt
i-?lithfalefanleupon
n' " emany
xperieof
ncyou,
e, tosinwceit: U
yeiedepart
feebeledne
from
ss

the heavenly unity with your ancient Friends and breth

ren ; what a decay of strength and courage in the bearing

forth the several testimonies for the name of Christ, as

they were received from the beginning; and by the faith
ful lolowers of him, are to this day kept and accounted
of, as of more worth than a little outward liberty or es
tate, or such like.

But oh! my Friends, how is this tie loosened? and

liow is fleshly reasoning gotten up to shun the cross, and
the sufferings that attend the gospel, and an unwilling

ness in many to gH;e up tiiemselves for his name's sake?

so that they are as it they had lost their spiritual armour,
and their fervent zeal and love to the Truth, and the tes

timonies ot it, which once were dearer to them than their
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all ill this transitory \vorl(l; and it is indeed impossible
that the love, to God and liis Truth should remain in its

former strength, when the love to the brethren decays.

They came togetlier, and they wil go together ; and the
Want of this love to God and to his people, is the ground
of declining Truth's tesiiinony, and using indirect ways
to shift and shun the sufferings that come tor Irutlrs

sake, bv whicli the hands of Truth's enemies are

strengthened, and many stumbling-blocks have lieen laid
in the way of the weak ; I beseech you to consider these
thiiws, and lay them to heart, while there is a day and

opportunity to return to your ilrst love, and to your irst
zeal

for

tiie

Truth.

.

,

.

i

,

And, dear Friends, I might go into particulars, to lay
before you, wiierein this decay of love and zeal for God
„ i,is precious Truth, is manifest in many ; but!spare
knowin"- there is a faitliful and true witness lor the

T°"'i ""ilint ^\ull, if yow ii> show you more particu-

■M
vVth. any hath facli ,l amtlo that wtinos. of Go;l
I di^ recommend what I have written to you, which wil

te If\ tKha"tui1whosoever
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e to yowarning
ur iminoand
rta
riVtaihm .out unto tUenfh. tho love of God wil hut

harden their own hearts more and more, and lay thein1 lo tlie seducing spirits, to be carried away by

S"b?0
l w o or^'suho
l -'mJn, who soek o
l ,haw from

the subtle N i^ath laid, and to bring you again

the fouiidatioi ' . to till vour minds Avith

to trust to I to neglect the weighty matters,
unnecessary things, aim »

and the one thm|J^^^^^^^^^ n ait to feel the daily reiewings
h yf,cnirit
l h o l in
- I yourselves,
o l y b . tand
e . t that
h u owill
u irenew
e , o fyour
it,
love to God a. to

and to tlie '»ahi j ^ f [j, f j vol's of the

S ar^VGod^veiV whevo; and that wil I'euovv yono

erand ®ai to th^r.■uth, and to
and keep it fresh, and give you a

great value of it, and thou 4you
wil sec that the seitice
4
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of all that is given you, is but to sevve the Lord in his

Truth ; and in the Jioly faith, you will have a sense of

the reward of all, in your own bosom, thatye lose and suf
fer for tlie Lord's sake, and in this you will have an in

heritance with all the sanctified children of light; wliicli
that ye all may possess, ami none fall short of^ is the
earnest desire and prayer of your faithful friend in the
unchangeable Truth,
S T E P H E N C R I S P.
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"DEARLY beloved Friends and brethren in the ever-

lastin- fellowship, that stands in the spirit of Christ Je-

fr one head, I do at this time dearly and tenderly

vou, in a fresh and living remembrance of the pre-

ami joytogether
P'" '' inwhich
we
ciousiinitY
urn y refreshed
years past,

T according to the wil of God, travailed and la-

jvhen
u rayyyounger
years,
withoeder
great conboi
iredI'pj^ igreatl
in behold
ing youv
and

solaiion, J Troth, in which ye pvospei-ed, and

unity in ji,, panuevs in the Lamb's host; who
wcio as an y„u, and defending and

went forth oonq Almighty power, from the manipi-eserving that were laid for your feet; but you

fold snares of sata ^.,,j,ember with joy, how you were

that are ancient in the holy path of life,

kept steadfast aiu being of one heart and mind,

and in the bis blessed Truth; X say, the

bent to serve the Loi precious to me, and to you
remembrance ot .tbe®® the gospel of Christ our sawho retain the simplicity oi b 1

1 1 nvt«!
as ye have
met with many
assaul
ts
And,
dear
heaitj,
y
ted,
to break your blesseci J 'j^j.out seeking

but that still your gic^ ' . thatyourstrength

whombemaydevour;muUcAuo^^^^^^

is not in yourselves, but j^.g^.corae him in and for
all ages broken lus l»ead, ^

the faithful: therelorc; his voili is m
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seed, and from that sweet depeiidancy upon it, into some
strange ground, where you may lie removed from your
strength, and lie made a prey to liis net. And, therefore,
as that seed is meek and lowly, if he can hut exalt any

into the contrary projierty, they are, prepared for him-

And as that seed is not of this world, if he can draw any

into the spirit of this A\'orld, they are prepared for liim.

And astiiat seed is patient and iong-sulVering, if he can
draw any into haste and [lassion, tluiy are prepared for

him. And as that seed made himself of no reputation, and
sought not honour in this world, if the enemy can hut draw-

any one to the ailecting reputation and honour, they are

prepared for him. And from henriecome grindings, heart

burnings, hackhitings, jealousies and Tnistrusl which
gender strife and contentions, which break out into

schisms and rents, under various pretences, which give

room tor the corrupt wit and wisdom that are from he-

nea h to raise disputes and janglings, which arc not of

^h rh ,1''1 "Tp'1'^ of wars and contentions,

r -lit
Chi
ist .T
TesM^csus IS our
concerned
peace and a-ai
inupithem.
iHitv, in whom
13utwe
in

t pai'ticiulnar,i and
r in" 7
» '■
one, in "the
the"general
, and by his

power 1 ave seen the counsels of the'ilsohcdioit hiought

to nought many a tune, and he is the same still as ever

U enemy
p e ,"Ot
athutany
off the
whichdiscouraged
you see appearii.g'
keepwork
in the

Ldinh s patience, and haveiaith in the Uou of the tribe of

JiHlali, and he assurml his work iu your hand shall pros

per, as ye abide in his spirit, which is unchangeable and
And, dear^iiends, as concerning your present exer

luvincihle. ^

cises that ye labour under, through the discontents of
some amongst you, let none faint in their minds, as if
some strange thing liad happened to you, nor any he
overcome with a zeal beyond sound judgment; but reinemher that the dominion belongs to'the meek and inno

cent seed, which will guide you'lo be tender and coude-
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sccnding to tlic brotlipv of low degree, and to keep invio-

Inble tlie law of charity, and to heal the broken and the

"wounded, and to restore that n hich is hurried out of the
"way by temptation, making a difference between the ten
der-hearted, and the wilfid, and heady, fierce despiscrs,
w ho are easily know"n by their fruits.

And, dearly lielovcd, this is a w indy day, or a day of

winds, in w inch that which is in itself chaff, will be

blow n'away, and what the north wind doth not remove,

will be driven w ith the east wind, and w hat persecution
doth not cause to start presently, the winds of dissention

and seducements w ill drive away, and many are lost al
ready, and many more will lie lost, w ho have lost the in
nocent and beautiful love that first shined among us,
d made us amiable to one another. These having

lost their first love, it is no marvel if the first works de-

vlul' hence come the self-love, and shunning the

and a desire after the worldly and fleshly liberty, in

.'„nnv arc entanglcil. and become enemies to thecross

ami seek b" m.uc lb. nD'enc. ot it to ceaso, by

which an'enmity doth arise against them that bear it,
thou<-h it works under other specious preiences, whose
end wil be according to their work, and the day wil de-

clare and makc^ Iiowels of dear and tender love,

oo, . nneiicd my heart unto yon, as a rcmem-

jbvauco
uiviig i> 1ol^".,„ei
il btsUi
ig lo
ove
tbat1 hatb
abouml
•' ■cntf,,„„io,1,0
begi
oing,
bUl yoo
tarc-wol.,'i'ip,
"'tbo
Loi il I anil tbcGo.l of poivc-lioep yo,,ii, tl,o
. ,-..ji niul ill purcuess and cleanness of mind,

r.lownTbe
i°' b:T;'capti
'il. :vUl
.ol.f boa.t a..., a,,,l koop
ous wit, ami cavnal voasoi.,,,gs a..,l iltspufor mastery in all your assemblies; and let the di

vine sense rule your atlairs, and the wisdom that comes

from above, which ye may know by its heing peaceahle,
as well as pure; and those that trust m this gilt, need
not strive nor he hasty, but wait in faith, and exercise
their patience the appointed tune of the h ather, and they
shall see the desire of their souls, and be satisiied. bo
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the God of power, and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
keep and support you by his divine, comfortable prcseuce, and direct you in his heavenly wisdom to do his
holy will in your day and generation, which is the hearty
supplication of your
Sincere and faithful Friend and brother,
in the kingdom and patience of Christ Jesus,
S T E P H E N C R I S P.
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THE LOVE OF GOD,
U N T O

those people called French pkotestants,
w h e r e v e r

TlieV are scattered in this time of Tribulation and Persecution, raised
-i^ainst them by those called Boinan Catholics, about matters of
Religion"

friends, in tlie movings of God's love ia my heart,

I write unto you, aud my prayer to God is, that he may

by his invisible power, open your hearts to receive a word
of counsel, which might tend to your eternal happiness.
It is evident tliatyou are great suflerers, and the fame

tlipi pof hath reached over many lands aud countries, and

hath occasional many to take notice of youi- haid mea-

snre and to compassionate your state and condition, and

to reach out a Inmd of clianty to yonr relief and ^
aiicc, yyhici is indeed a real fruit ot true Christianity, and
a duty that all Ciirislians do owe one to another; ye^ to
do sood to all meu, aud especialy to the household ot
f•^J

^Vnd in this charity, I am drawn forth to visit you m

these days of your distress, with these few lines ot coun
sel and advice, which, if yoii receive in sincerity, and

with an humble mind, ye shall do well, and may reap
some

b e n e fi t

by

it.

.

,

.

,

And, first of all, let your minds be seriously exercised,

to consider what is the cause of your sufferiugs, and why
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tlve Lord liath permitted tlicsc days of trial and liardsliip

to come upon you : ami l»y the way, take notice, 1 <laie

not take u pon me to l)e a ju(l?;;e over you, and to conclude that
(rod is always au;:;ry with a people, wiiom he i)erniits to
fall under great sulleriiigs. No, far lie it from me,
who hath soflered more lhan God's dear children in this

world? Neither is siiilering a certain token of being tl'C
children of God ; for many suiler Ijecause they have pi'Ovokcd the Lord to anger, i)y their disohedience to him;

and others sutler for the trial of their faith ; and that they

may he therehy ihe more puritied and prepared, either

to hear Avitness to his holy name on earth, among the

children of men, or to possess his heavenly kiii'Mlom, into
Avhich, nothing that is not puritied and cleansed^can enter.
Now, to w hicii of these cases shall he ascribed your pre

sent sufferings, is hest to he known and iound out hy the
light of Truth in your own hearts and consciences. And,

doubtless, so many of you as will please to sit down and

.seriously to consider your Avays in time past, Avill conio

to an understanding how it stands i)etA\ cen God and yoaf
own souls; for the Jmrd hath a faithful and true Avitness

in the consciences of every one of yo,,, that hath register

ed your doings from your childhood ; and this wilfbring

to your remembrance, how you Avalked before the Lord

in the days of your prosperity and liberty, in your own
nation, AA hen you sat under your own vines and' iig-trces,

how short you came in answering the loving kindness of
God, hoAv little that ligiit of understanding was prized,
Avhich God had hestoAved upon you more tlian the rest

of your nation. This Avill sIioav you that it was as abomi

nable in the sight of God, for you to how down and serve
the lusts and passions of your own evil hearts, as it was

for your neighbours to bow down and Avorship their
images of stocks and stones. This Avill bring to mind

the luxury and Avantonuess, the strife and emulation that

Avas among many of ym^ and hoAv a great part of yon

pleased yourselves Avith a formality of religion, some

thing differing from the rest of the nation ; though yoin'

liA'cs and couA'ersations differed little from others, but too

much liberty was taken to looseness and vanity, and to
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the lusts and concupiscence of the flesh. These things

were a grief to the spirit of God, while ye called upon
biin in words, and dishonouretl him in your lives, and
gave your adversaries occasion to speak evil of you, and
of your religion ; insomuch that it hath been the common
report of strangers and travellers for a long tijne, that
there was little dlflerence to be found in the lives and

conversations of protestants and papists in France, till
the day came that they went to their several worsliips.
Oh, Friends! where was the talent of knowledge all
this while ? For as you knew better than others, and that
more light had shined unto you, so should your conver
sations have shiued forth, beyond others, in sobriety, in

temperance, and in the fear of tiie Lord, to the honour of

his iioly name amongst his enemies ; and this would liave
stopped the mouths of gainsayers more abundantly than

all the scholastical and critical arguments formed by

force of logic and rhetoric, or philosophy, either could or
ever

did.

,.

.

,

,

w

Now, Friends, when these things come to be brought
up in your remembrance by God's remembrancer in your
consci
ences,you
showi
nghumility,
you yourand
raispent
time inyour
daysheaits
past,
it will work
into
prepare
to say with Saul, Lord, what wilt tliou liave me to do?

And the Lord will then draw nigh to you in a strange

land, even to as many as seek liim diligently; for all
lands arc alike to him, and in every nation, and among

every people, those that fear him and work righteousness,

are accepted with him, through Jesus Lhris our Lord;

for he teacheth the humble, saith David, and instructeth
the meek in his ways; and I must tell you. Friends,

the reason why you are stil such strangers to the inward
and divine teachings of God, is because you are not humhie enough, nor poor in spirit enough, and so do not
know the necessity nor want ye have of it; but are
heaping up teachers to yourselves, that may please the

itching car, and so are diverted from a diligent hearken

ing to the voice of God, who is a reprover m yQur own

hearts. In the next place, it is expedient for you seri-

ously to consider the cause for4 which
your great sufferings
5
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come upon you ; it may Ijc, you will say it is, because
you cannot, for conscience sake, subscribe certain articles,

nor perform and practise certain things, wbich you believe
to be contrary to the mind of f>od, &c.
You say well : but, my Friends, if conscience must be

hearkened to in these respects, pray why is there not as
great need to answer it in your wliole lives and conver
sations? So far as our consciences are. illuminated, it is

by the light of Christ, who lighteth every one that
Cometh into the world, with the true light; and so far as
conscience is guided l)y this light, and men suffer
themselves to be governed by sucl, an illuminated con-

scierice, they are kept from every thj„g that offends God

by the same law ot conscience, which is light; for the
same ight that convinceth my conscience, that it is sin to
bow down to an idol, or worship a crucifix, the same
convinceth me in my conscience, that it is a sin to lie, to
swear, to commit fornication, yea, to speak so much as
a vain and idle word, or to let any evil communication or
foolish jesting, proccea out of my mouth. Oil! what a

blessing would this be to you, and what peace of coii-

l10
y, the
reason is the same; ff,. if'um ^hcufjs^ TnlS
the conscience be, as you confess, to be followed in

one lung, why not in all; especialy so far as we are
equally illuminated and convinced ? And I would ask,

which of you IS not as completely and fully satisfied iu
re.spect to your conscience, that drunkenness, swearing,

lying, hypocrisy, pride, &c. are contrary to the holy wil

of the pure God, as bowing to an image or crucifix, or

subscrilung any superstitious articles whatsoever? and

the samelight of Iruth ,vhich discovereth the one, discovereth the other, as the apostle saith, whatsoever is reprovahle is made manifest by the light, for that which
maketh manifest is light.

But, by the way, I must put you in mind of a diver

sity of working in the consciences of men, for all men do

not make scruple of conscience in matters of religion,
from one and the same ground and cause; for if they
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did, all would be of the same mind with Christ and his

apostles, and the primitive believers ; who, they

had their consciences all governed by the spirit ot Christ

Jesus, continued togetiier, and were of one heart and
mind. 13ut there be three things principally that divert
men's consciences from this universal rule of holiness,

faith, and charity ; and by these three means, people
come to be led from the holiness, divided in their faiths,

and broken in their charity; and I shall touch briefly

upoii these three, that so the searching, inquiring soul

may be somewhat helped to find whether any of them
have
' 1. The
the rule
firstand
is Bducatioii.
government of his couscieiice or no.
3 Worldly Interest.

3 The subjecting tiie conscience to the government

of other men, and thereby being made liable to their in
terest and passions.

For the first. Education, it must be considered in a

two fold consideration, good and bad; for good educa

tion, it hath a great prcvalency upon the mind, as to doc
trines, principles, and forms and modes of worship; but

it doth not alone convey from the tutor to the pupil, the

life and virtue of religion, that must be done by the im
mediate operation of the power and spirit of Christ; and,
therefore, it is the duty of every one, how good soever
their education hath been, and how sound soever Ihe

nrinciples are that they have received, to wait for tins

Slvine opcation in tUoir liaarts to season and sand, y
them and to fit tiiein to bear a testimony to the Iruth,

which they have learned in words and terms, or else

they wil grow up in a formal dead profession, and wil

"St Uic il in their oini lamps, although their tutoi.

mi-ht have it: and such, for want of the true life and

virUie of religion in themselves, may make conscieuce of
this or that form and mode of religion, in which they were

educated, and may stand in a protessioi of such or such

doctrines and principles ; and yet may be never the bettev for them, as to tiie great and mam end, namely, the
sanctification of the soul, and reconciliation with God,

which the most sound doctrines and principles will not
alone do.
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And, as to bad education, and being tutored and nurs
ed uj) in tlie dark and erroneous ways of tiie world, that

fallen man hath invented, this makes a conscience too,

though corrupt and defiled through the darkness that is
in them and their teachers. They grow still" in tlicir error,

and set it up for Truth, putting t'lieir darkness for light,

and walking by the light of the lire of their own kindling;

crying, thus did our forefathers, and pleading antiquity
lor a cloak for error, wliicli makes it not the better, but
the worse. And these di ceived consciences have com

monly this property, that they will endeav our to make

evei-y one s conscencc like tl.eii- own, wlieh. if any can

not yc <1 to, tliey are for destioying thd.. tylnch

shows they are cl„Idren of the .lestroyer, and do his
sv-orks; of whom Chnst onr Lord prophesied, wi.en he
said, they sha l link tlicy do God service wlien Ihcy kil'
you I and still these will tell y„u n ,.„„,cieiice,
hut by their ivoi ks it is manifest what it is that hath the

Sovernmei
it ofhot
such
the sweet
spirsithof
Christ Jesus,
theconsci
forceeofnces
acorri;ipnot
t educati
on, nouri
ed and strengthened by tiie dailv imrC
Another thing tl.at seeks to lake th^ of
some men s consciences, is worhll^ ■ V ^sOveinmeni u

men ofnosettied, liearlVre i,

a latitude to srjiiare tlicii- coiiv ,',c '''""I®"'™

(heir worldly prod s, pleasures and adviuilaues; and so

di • III fi , consciences and nrofessions to

are a sort ol Cliristiana wilhout the cross of Christ; and

consequently, no disciples of Cliristi for lie said, unless
a man take up his daily cross and deny hiniself, lie cailuot he my disciple ; hut how liard is it for such men to
make colisc ence, l„ keep or to act accord ini; to a good
conscience, wl ere worldly loss and damage eUheriitieir
profits or pleasmes present? Wliat screwing and wind-

rngs do they m.dte to form their coiiscienSis to look

another way? What seeking outof arguments and car

nal reasonings to make themselves hclievc otherwise than

they really do helieve ; nay, sometimes forcing tlicm-

solvcs for their interest, to profess tliat wliich they do
not, nor cannot believe; and tiiis is a great ahomiiiation

III the sight of God, and such are oftentimes shut up in
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<larknes.s, antl given over to a reprobate mind, because
for worldly ends they choose the darkness rather tiian the

light, and come to have their portions in it.

The third thing is, where men give over their consciences to the regulation and government of others; and

these may lie said to be men without the exercise of their

conscience, for they have not the use of it, nor do stand
in a capacity of accepting any illinninations by the workin- of (rod's spirit, but are hound as slaves and vassals

toliim to whom they have subjected themselves, and re
ceive their precepts by the teaching of that man, though
he be never so bad; and of this (rod complained of old,

gavin-, their fear towards me is taught by the precepts oi"
inen-^hen it seems they should have been taught of God.

Hut 'alas ! what a condition are those souls in, and how
uncertainly do they go on that have given tiiemselves

over to another to govern their very thoughts, tiieir faith,
their livin- :uh1 works ; if he err, they must err too; if

lie fall in tlic ditch, they must hill in too. Nay, and tins is
not 'all foi- lif-' bbnsclf is not his own, nor the Lord's
freeman hnt he is hound under somebody else, as much
as tluii art under him, and he again under another, and

so on • so that error, darkness, and blindness, spread

themselves over all, and all iiave wandered from thatspirit
■which (Jhrist hath sent, according to his promise, to

lend Ins people into Tnlth, wl.oiu, he said, die wiiild
could not receive ; mnl "ow it is maiiilestly true ihe
world will make .any shift rather timo come to the teach-

in;s of his spirit, yea, w.U P"i their faith upon the s reve
ofli priest or a monk, aUlioisli they know H,em o he so

far from iafallihility, that they see their hulinss (lady, m

pride, covetousiiess, luxury, wanloimess, and hypocrisy,

and are such as are not able to preserve themselves out

hSf thL suarL of sataii. Who would think any man of
understanding could be so hliuded as to imagine that such

can absolve them of their sin, who cannot keep out of

it themselves, but are overcome by the temptatioi^ of satan, and by their own lusts and concupiscence, and must
have another to absolve them, and another again for him,

and so forth? Ah, where Is the pure light of Christ ia

3 5 3
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the conscience all this while, that should guide and rule
the conscience of tlie one and the other, to teach them

liow to keep their consciences void of oflonce towards

God and man ? Oh that men would hearken to this, and
let it have its proper oilice in their consciences, unto
which God hath appointed it. Tliis would nourish and

strengthen every good thing that liatli Ijeen planted by
good education, and bring that good which is held in no

tion to flourish in virtue ; tiiis would work out any evil

thing that hath been sown l)y bad education, and make
It die and wither; this would teach you to lay by all
worldly interest, and dedicate yourselves to the Lord,

henceforth to be taught and guided by him : and Christ

Jesus, by lus light and spirit, would so open your under

standings, that he would make you wisci- than your

teachers in the great mystery of regeneration, without
which all worships, religions, confessions, absolutions,
yea, alms and prayers, will stand a man in no stead; for

of

God

^

kingdom

Now, Lricnds, you that arc in sufferin"-s, and are

scattered to and fro in inanv ,inr "cnuj^s,

that you cannot for conscience "poii the acco

V, o . i n , . w l . i c l . v - n . . c o n f o r m t o t h a t r e -

uer aiui guiue n u'lsyour refusing to conform > AVlictber

It were your education, or any worldly interest or de

pendencies upon any ; or whether it were some over-

nuich -^"'ay and prevalency, that any man or men have
^vhether it bath
been tiie li.,ht of the word and spirit of Christ,
shining
in your hearts, and il uminatiiig your understanding to
see the error andidola ry of the nations, and that in tenderness of conscience towards God, and in obedience to

1ns Grace and 1 ruth, you chose rather to forsake your
native counti-y, and your worldly eiioyments, than to de-

file your consciences, and sin against that light and grace
that the Father of Lights had bestowed upon you ? Now
tliose of you that find it thus with you, what a comfort

to

the

French
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will it be in all your adversities, when you feel the evi

dence of God's witness in your consciences, testifying

your suU'erings to he upon this account? And liow good
will it be forVou all to follow the leadings and guidinga
of it in all things, and see if there be not yet many things
remaining in and among you, that are as contrary to that
light and grace in your hearts, and as burdensome to
your souls, and that keep you from reconciliation with
God ? And the more you exercise yourselves in trying

and proving your words and actions hy this light in your

own souls, tile more clearly you will see a necessity of
reformiu"- ways in the sight of God, and nOt to rest

satislied That you have obeyed it in one thing, but to la

bour and travail in the daily cross, till all things that

stand in opposition to the holy will of God be subdued
in you, that so yon may not lose the reward of what you
1 ve done, for it is not faithfulness in one particular will

se^vc our turns ; but as Moses said, when be prophesied
r riiiist it shall come to pass, saith he, that that soul

which will not hear him in all things shall be cut oflf.
Therefore the way to make peace with God, and recon

ciliation, is to follow the Lord fully, as did Joshua, that
is to leave oil' and forsake every thing that is evil in
Yourselves, as well as the idolatry that is in others,

which they would have brought you to join with them

^"'in the next place, I would put you upon a serious
coiishlcnition, wlial effect ymy present suffcrin- coiull-

lion Imtu wrought in you towiu'cU ymr sauct.acat.on;
for it is the work and business ot a true Lhristian soul

to he improved hy every comlition, and most of all hy

sufterin<4 which are permitted of God for tne slaying

and crudfying all that in his people that is conh-ary unto

him, that they puntied in the furnace of
tribulation. Now it will be of great profit to you to come
to a search in yourselves, how this Avork ot mortification
is carried on, and to inquire whether that vain and airy

mind that too much prevailed upon you in your own

country, which,led you out to lashions and customs, be
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not yet alive in you, which jnits 3011 upon such great
baste to fashion yourselves to the lasiiions of the nations

where 3'ou are scattered, and coiiforining to their ways

and manners. Oh ! my Friends, if a true sense of your

states <lid remain upon your spirits, how would it make

you grave and wciglity, and hring you into sobriety in
wortls and actions, hy \\'hich tlie nations where you live

miglit see that it was from a sound principle of'religion

and godliness, that you had denied the superstition of
your own country ; and not barely for a ditlering form of
religion, which makes men no better in one form than

another: for you may remember that the apostles and
primitive Christians had not fellowship with those that
held the same form with themselves, if they denied to he
subject to the power of godliness. And iiideed, that is

the life of religion, and the crown of all snllcrin"-s upon

the account of religion, when the sullerers in the'time of

their sufterings, feel in their sonls the virtue and life of

lim for whose name they suder, supporting them in their
afflictions, and also preserving them from tlie pollutions
and delilements of the world. Thus it was with the dis
ciples of old, who ,n a time of persecution were scatlc.ed

" ' t•hnthciBnihe
t h sweet
y u i a ,savunr
t h e of
y ilV
c,'aamMt
r r i e dis sai
adl ,otin
nU
g
wi

the word ol CxO( grew or increased mightilv ; fui'alas,

what advantage hath a prolestant over a papist, if both
remain subject to the prince of the power of the air. who

hath his rule 111 the hearts of the children of disobedience,

of Aviiat sort or profession soever they are Therefore,

let me persuade and beseech you in the tender love of God,
not too iiincli to look upon that little reformation which

you have ; hut look at and consider how much is yet to
be reformed belore yon can come to be, as you know you
ought to he, answeral,le to the holy, pure mind of the holy,
pure God, Willi wliom, and in whose eternal pure prc.sence you desire to have your eternal portion and inheri
tance. And although this he not obtained by works, but
through grace, yet all that are truly sulijected to the

grace of God, arc led by it to deny ajl ungodliness and
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worldly lusts, and to live righteously, and soberly, and
godlv, in this present evil world, l it. u. H. So exaininVyourselvis, and see lunv your lives and conversa
tions answer the grace and light of Truth, which through •

Christ Jesus, the fountain of light and ^
nicated to you, and accordingly you

inent arise in your own souls, how it stands with e y
one of vou in the sight of (jod.

Thei^e is one thing more that lies upon me to put you
ful mind to the Lord, that he hath in this the time of
in mind of, and that is, to move you to an humble thank

your allictions, opened the hearts ot so many M
minces to receive and succour you, and of so many peo-

n
to rel
ieve your necessi
ties, whi
ch inbe
deed
is a great
^ e
The
consideration
whereot,
may
a great
moTipon your
spiritsyou
to trust
Lord,
to serve lim
• \i' nlaces
where
are the
cast,
andand
to endeavour
^.-elves'to answer his love and kindness towards you;
1 hi - mercies and goodness may ohligeyour hearts to
more
l1oIvre, nl moiT
t h .ethan .all, ami
t othis will
mu
u s t ami
e v more
to

,rh thing's as you need, both temporal and spivi-

IZ "aiuftruly, Friends, I have with grief, many a time,

behe'
behcltl
ld you
1 wrought
as a peopl
aebetter
under great
eflecttriaupon
ls, andyou
hadthan
wisli-

ed your trials .^^^^^^t'liere came a necessity upon my
they haic j ^ with these few considerations, in the
spirit to visit y t • tijey will meet with many

pure love ,^^l^p'^oeive this visitation in the same
yoi ^ sent unto you ; and I pray God it may
oamong
lve111w
ulch^tiKssenux^^^^
do you ^00 , , ^ ]jut if any among you should

your spmtiial ^ulvaii^ counsel behind their backs, and

itteror
such
will I,but
hurtI
cavil either at the
n ^style,
neither
shall
(that
their

own

souls,

'

,

,

...
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iw..

know of 1 be concerned thereat, but with f.'f

sahes,hn
i sfatihMyl dM^^^^^

their

his sphir teacheth me to love all men, and to labour

Tender Visitation, §*c-

for the good of all men, as knowing it is not the will of
God that any should perish; !)ut that all men every

where should repent and come to the knowledge of the
Truth, and be saved.
S T E P H E N C R I S P.

Colchester, the lyth lith .Month, 1088.
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TEKDER LOVE JIKD BROTHERLY ADVICE,
TO

ALL

THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST
• r i l U O U G H O U T

THE WORLD,

TVIhon-ithcrccl
tbefellowship
one Livingone
Faitli,with
andanother.
walk in tiie Light,
ai liaveinto
their

TIF VD LY belo^d Friends and brethren, gathered

outot'tlio wm-l'l l,y the eternal ann a«,l

mi-htv God, to bear his holy name in your geiieiation,

m^love and lite in the fellowship of the universal spuit,

s'beatkent
ul:;: steadfast
all; andand
myuniprayer
to God is, tl-t ^ -y
noveable in the grace of God,
and in the communion of his Holy

bring forth fruit in abundance, according to the abundant

m
e??y and s™c bestowed upon you, to he go
l ry of fcod,
Olid to your rontual joy, comfort and cdlhcalion.
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And tJiat you may so do, let your eye I)e kept daily to

the Lord, and l)ehol(l, and take notice of tlie wondrous

works that he hath wrought in you, and for vou, since
the day ye were tirst (luickened Uy his immortal word,

and stirred up to seek after him, aud to wait upon him;
how good and gracious he hath heeii to you, in hringiiiS

you from the harren mountains, wliere your souls lan

guished for the heavenly nourishment, where you knew
not the Lord, nor one another, hut were without a com-

iortev, or any to sympathize with you in your mourninss.

Oh, how hath he pitied your groaniugs, and had coni-

F
n cwi^thr th
i ose
r i Lthi a^ were
' i l in
" the
i nlike
t oexerci
ascesq; uand
a ithnent
ance

he taught y ou to believe on him that was able to help yon.
And those that were thus taught of the Father, ami felt
Ills diawin^ cords (if l(,ve prevailing on them; these
came to Christ their Saviour, and iHiin began to feel a
unity one with another in the faith you ha<rreceivcd in
him ; whereby you believed he wof.ld give you of hU
spirit, to teach and guide you in the\vay of Truth,
righteousness and neaee • nwl ii ^
of your holy commiinion'laid an'd^ was the foundatioa
in each particular soul that lir. n ^ lively hope raised

sed work would earry it m/.'l ^

that ye were not ashamed tii'ma e ' i i'-'^"" T •

his name before the world h. H pi-ofession of
cvos,,

a„,i

'

friendslips ami ,lclisl,u oflhis ,Jri',l. "'r^LiioprlS
within, and with, the cue,, i" I 'r '"1

Teuth without; and in adTo ,, l.dl ' ^ "

him nigh at hand, to p„t fo," hif. vf' 1"'i

rhy
rthttse
"".MS"
77 'li™
0 his gooducss,
yom-r'ifaithml!
hath
bee,, strengthened ; ai,d hy the same word of life that
quickened

yon,

many

,

so that you have seen a daily ad,lili„„ of strength in the

particular, and a so an addUion to your number, to your
great comiort and encouragement. And many have come
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to wait upon the Lord among you, and many arc dady
iiuiulring after tlic way to Sion, with their faces thither

ward. Tliese things are worth your remembrance, and
serious consideration, that you may look upon these

great mercies, as oliligations upon your souls, to walk

liuinhly before the Lord, and to be devout and lervent

in your testimony, for that God that hath done thus giea
tldngs

for

you.

,

.

And, Friends, consider of the great works that tnis

mi<-bty'arm of the Lord hath brought to pass in the gene-

rafas well as in the particular; how many contrivances

have been framed, and laws and decrees made to lay

you waste, and to make you cease to be a people, and
how have tlie wicked rejoiced tliereat, for a season, cry-

i„cr all, ha, thus would we have it; they are all now
«ivcu
up hi
to invisible
imprisonment,
to spoil,
• Now
letbanishment,
us see if that
arm they
trustand
in,

^an'deliver them. Oh Friends ! how hath your God been
ciinuort in the midst of all these exercises, and
'hath leased, liow hath he quieted the sharpest

:trL'and Untu baki the greateso
li' ods and torrents

of persecution that ever you met with? And ba li
he counfounded his and your enemies, and hrought con

fusion upon the heads of them that sought your bur •
were not these things wrongiit by tiic power of God.
Lid your number, your policy, your interest, or any "iig

that might be called your own, contribute any thing to
these your great preservations and deliverances? It not,
the let Gml have the glory, ami acknovvleclge to lus

praise, those havo boon the Lorrhs duuigs, ami .are ii.u-

™
AgS,: ra^F
' r-ionds, coosidor how iho wioW o„e
hath wrought in a mystery among yonrsolvos, "

vou and to lay yon waste irom being a people, as at tins

day'' how many several ways hath he tried, raising up

men of perverse minds, to subvert, and to tmai you troin
the faith, and from the simplicity that is m Christ Jesus

our Lord, and to separate you from that invisible power

that hath been your strength, and to separate you one
from another .; aud by subtle wiles, to lead you into a
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false liberty above the cross of Christ; and sometimes
l)y sowing seeds of heresy and seditions, endeavouring to
corrupt tlic minds of wiioni they could, with pernicious

principles : hut oh ! how have their designs heen frus

trated, and the authors thereof confounded and hrmight to
nought; and how have you been preserved, as a Hock
under the hand of a careful sheiphcrd, even unto this day;

which ministers great cause of "thanksgiving unto all the

faithful, who have witnessed the working of this pre
serving power in their own particulars.

Also, my i^riends, it is worth your consideration, to
behold, how that by this invisible power, so many faith
ful watchmen are raised up upon the walls of vour Sion,

that in most of your meetings, there be men and women

npon whom God hath laid a concern, to be taking care
for the good of the whole, and to fake the oversi-ht upon

them, to see all things kept in good and decent order;
and to make due provision for the comforting and re

lieving the necessities of the needy and distressed, that
nothing be lacking to make your way comfortable: and
these have not been, nor are iironght under this charge,

by any act of yours - Iiut God hath raised up pastors and

teachers, e ders and deacons, of J.is ownMection and
choice, and boued their spirits to take upon them the
work and service to which they are appointed for the

Lord s sake, and for the bodies sake which is the

church; o whom it may truly be said, as in the 20th

chapter oi Acts, ver. xxviii. take ye heed to the ilock of
God, over which the Holy Ghost hath made voii over
seers, Ac. And such ought to be hearkened "to in the

discharge ot their trust, as those that must give an ac

count to hiin tiiat called them, and gifted them for their
several works and services in the church.
And by these ways and means hath the Lord estab

lished among you a heavenly government, and built as

it were a hedge about you, that ye may he preserved
from generation to generation ; a people fitted for the

glory that is, and shall daily more and more be revealed

among and upon the faithful, who delight in that power
that called them to be saints, and to bear a profession for
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the holy name of God, against the many names and ways
that men in their cliangeahle minds have set up, that the
name of the Lord alone may he exalted.
And, dear Friends and brethren, I entreat you, that
the consideration of these great and weighty things which
God liath wrought for you, and among you, may have
tiiat deep and weighty intluence upon your souls, that
ye may tind yourselves et)gaged to answer the love and -

mercy "of God in your lives and conversation, and in all
you have to do in this world, that ye may show forth the

honour of God in all tilings: that the light which has
sinned in you, may shine forth through you unto others,

who yet sit in darkness, that all men may know by your

innocent and harmless conversation, and by your close

keeping to the Lord, that ye are a people who are as
sisted and helped by a suiiernatural power, which go

verns your wills, and subjects them to his blessed will,
and that "■uides and orders your afl'ections, and sets them

uiion iieavenly and divine objects, and that gives you
power to deny your own private interests, where they

happen to stand in competition with the interest of Truth;

for these, and these only, will be found the true disciples
of our Lord .lesus Christ, who can deny themselves, take

up a cross daily, and follow him in the guidance of his
re"-enerating power, wiiich brings death upon self, and

crucities the old nature, with its affections and lusts; and

raiseth up a birth in you, that hath a holy will and de

sire to serve the Lord, and do his will on the earth; and
such as these are instruments in the hand of God for him

to work by, and to do works of righteousness, of justice,
of charity, and all other the virtues belonging to a Chris
tian life, to the honour of God, and for the comfort and
benefit of his church and people.

And all you. dear Friends, upon whom the Lord hath

laid a care for his honour, and for the prosperity of the

Truth, and gathered you into the good order of the gos
pel, to meet together to manage the afliiirs thereof; take

heed that ye have a single eye to the Lord ; to do the

Lord's business in the leadings of his spirit, which is,

but one, and brings all that are given up to be governed
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by it, to be of one mind and heart, at least, in the general

purpose and service of those meetings ; although tluoiiSh
the diversity of exercises, and the several degrees ol
growth among the brethren, every one may not see or ud-

derstaiul alike in every matter, at the first propounding
of it; yet this makes no breach of the unity, nor hinders

the brotherly kintlness, hot puts yon often upon an exer
cise, and an inward travailing, to feel the [lure, [leacea-

ble wisdom that is from aiiove, to o[)en among you, and
every one's ear is open to it, in whomsoever it speaks j

and therehy a- sense of life is given in the meeting, 1"

which all that are of a simple and tender mind, join and
agree : but if any among you should be contrary minded

in the management of some outward allair, relating to tiie
Truth, this doth not presently ineak the unity that yc
have in Christ, nor should weaken the brotherly love, so

long as he keeps waiting for an understanding from Cod,
to be gathered into the same sense with you, and walks

with you according to the law of charity : such a one
ought to be borne with, and cherished, and the supplk'f^-

tions of your souls will go up to God for him, that God
may reveal it to him, if it be his will, that so no difle'"-

ence may be. in understanding, so far as is necessary f«i'
the j^ood of the chinch, no more than there is in matters

of faith and obedience to God. For, my Friends, it is
not of absolute necessity that every member of the church
should have the same measure of understanding in
things ; for then where were the duty of the strong hear
ing with the weak then where were the brother of

degree? where would lie any submitting to them that are
set over others in the Lord ? which all tend to the pre

serving unity in the church, notwithstanding the different
measures, and different growths of the members thereof.

For as the spirit of the prophets are subject to the pro

phets, so are the spirits of all that are kept in a true sub
jection to the spirit of life in themselves, kept in the
same subjection to the sense of life given by the same

spirit in the church : and by this means we come to know

the one master, even Christ, and have no room for other

masters, in the matter of our obedience to God. And
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wliilc every one keeps in this true subjection, the sweet
concord is known, and the oil is not only upon Aaron's
licad, but it rcacheth the skirts of his garnrcnt also ; and

things are kept sweet and savoury, and ye love one ano
ther, from the greatest to the least in sincerity, and, (as
tile apostle saitli,) without dissimulation; and this love
excludes all whisperings of evil things; all backbiting,

tale-Iiearing, grudgings and inurniurings, and keeps

b'riends' minds clean one toward anothei-, waiting for

every oiiportunity to do each other good, and to preserve

each'others reputation ; and their hearts are comforted at
the .si"-ht of one another. And in all their aflairs, botli

relatin"- to tlic church and to the world, they will be
"watcliful over their own spirits, and keep in the Lord's

power, over that nature and ground in themselves, that
■u'ould be a{)t to take an ollence, or construe any Avord or
action to a a\ orsc sense than the simplicity thereof, or

the intention of the other concerned will allow of.

\ud whereas it may often fall out, that among a great

numy, some may have a different apprehension of a mat
ter from the rest of their brethren, especially m outward
or temporal things, there ought to be a Christian liberty
maintained for such to express their sense, Avith freedom

of mind, or else they Avill go away burdened; Avhereas

if they speak their minds freely, and a friendly and
Christian conference be admitted thereupon, they may be

cased and oftentimes the diirerent apprehension of such
a one comes to be wholly removed, and his understand

ing opened, to sec as the vest see; for the danger m so
ciety doth not lie so much in this, that some tew may
Ixave'a dillering apprehension in some things from the
general sense, as it doth in this; namely, when such
that so differ, do suffer themselves to be led out of the
bond of charity, and labour to impose their private sense

XIpen the rest of their brethren, and to be offeuued and
and strife that hath grown up in too many to their own

angry, if it be not received ; this is the seed ol sedition
liiiit.

,

„

.

And, therefore, my dear Friends, beware ot it, and

seek not to drive a matter on in fierceness or in anger,
47
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iior to take oil'ence into youv minds at any time, because
Avliat seems to he clear to you, is not presently received;

but let all thiiii^s in the church he pro[)ounded with au

awful reverence of him that is the head and life of itj

Avho hath said, where two or three are met in my name,
I will he in the midst of them : and so he is, and may
be felt hy all who keep in iiis spirit. lint he that fol

lows his own spirit, sees nothing as he ought to see it.

1 herefore, let all heware of tiieir own spirits and natural

tempers, (as they are sometimes called,) imt let all keep
m a gracious temper, then are ye lit fur the serviceof the

bouse ot frod, wliose house ye are, as ye keep upon the
foundation that God hath laid: and he will build you
up, and tcacii you how to build up one another in him ;

and as every memher must feel life in themselves, and all

from one head, this hie will not iiurt itself in any, bathe
tender of the hie in all; fo, hy this one life of theAVord,
ye were begotten, and by it ye are nourished, and made
to grow into your several services in the church of God;

It IS no man s learning, or artificial acciuirements; it is
no maivs nclies, or irreatucsi; in n.: '■ i • •

eloquence and natural wisdom tlnT"^ 1 ' i^-"°fit'for

government in the church ^

bis endowments he seasoned with the he umi ^alt, and

Ils spiri subjected, and his gifts pass tiroi.gh'the lire of
God s altar, a .sacrilice to his praise and honour, that so

self be crucified and baptized in death, andthegifts made

use _ot in the power of the resurrection of the life of Jesus
i r I al
Jll ^i ^tts
h uand
T qual
w ifi
r cati
o uognsh are
t i sancti
n afied,
m aand
u,
then

they are, made use of for the good of the body, which is
serve for the Joy and comfort of all who are partakers of
the churc 1, and are as ornaments and jewels, which

the same divine fellowship of life, in Christ Jesus our

Lord; and thus come many to be fitted and furnished to

good works, which are brought forth in their due seasons,

for edification, and building up the weak, and for re

pairing the decayed places, and also for defence of them

that are feeble, that hurtful things may not come ncav
them.
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Oh! Friends, great is the work the Lord hath called

you to, and is iitting you for, who innocently wait upon

him ; and the Lord'^hath opened my heart unto you, and
laid it upon me, to exiiort and beseech you to have a care

that ye quit yourselves as ye ought, in what God re

quires of you. And for the more particular expressing

what lies before me in the matter, I shall set down a few

particular observations, for your benefit and advantage ;
and my soul's desire is, that my labour of love may have
a "-ood eilect in all your bosoms, that God may be ho

noured thereby. And, Friends, ye know the chief busi
ness to which ye are called in your particular men's and
women's meetings, is under these two heads, justice and
charity ; tlie lirst, to see that every one hath riglit done
him aud the otlier to take care there be nothing lacking
to the comfort of tlie poor, that are made partakers of the
same
' Andlaith
when
with
yeyou.
meet about these things, keep the Lord

i your eye, and wait to feel his power to guide and di

rect yon, to speak and behave yourselves in the church of

God as becomes the peaceable gospel. And beware of
all brittleness of spirit, and sharp reflection upon each

others words ; for that will kindle up heats, and create
a false tire; and when one takes a liberty of a sharp

word spoken out of the true fear and tenderness, it often

times becomes a temptation to another; and if he liath

not a great care, it will draw l.im out also, and then tlie
first is -uilty of two evils : lirst, being led into a temp

tation, "and then, secondly, he becomes a tempter to

ntberq • therefore, all had need to be upon tlieir watcii,

neither to tempt, nor be tempted; and let none thmk it
a sufficient excuse for them, that they were provoked
for we are as answerable to God for evil words spoken
upon provocation, as without provocation; foi> tor this
end hath the Lord revealed ins power to us, to keep and

preserve us in liis fear and counsel, in the time of our

provocations. And, therefore, if any man, through want
of watchfulness, should be overtaken Avitli heat or pas

sion, a soft answer appeaseth wrath, saith the wise man;

and, therefore, such a time is fittest for a soft answer.
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lest the enemy prevail on any to their hnrt, ami to the

grief and trouble of their brethren; for it is tlie |)r()[)er

duty of watchmen and overseers, to spare the llock, tluit
IS, let notliing come nigh them that Mill hurt them, ami
M ouud and grieve them; nay, the good apostle M as so
careful over the Jlock of believers, tliat if there M Creany
doubtful matters to be disputt-d of, he Mould not have

them that M ere M eak in the faith at such disi)utes, much

less ought they that are M eak to see those that are strong,
descend from then- strength, and go into the m eakncss,

M'here they are no able to l^ear, dor that is certainly

weak that cannot bear. Those that really live in the
that cannot hear then- own. TI.e a|„«i|e, h. ti.e place
before njent.oned, rvhen l,e sent for the chirrs of Ephc

said, take heed to the flock of (tod, he said, take ye heed
to yourselves: and, indeed, ,vc are i,„„e'of us^ike to
discharge onrselvcs tveU towaril others, hot hy taking

heed to ourselves, to he kcnt in n..,( i i r ^

ofInspithe
rit ivhinext
ch Ih'place,
e Tiailhmy
^al'l"dear
t

FrifMnO , n i

upon in point of justice, to give a so m l
tween Friend and Friend i'

get possession of your spirits\V,n or "t^dhcr party

means ivhatsooveiy or oim n a iv t^";'' "1'^
you
ill the ahsencc of tlle " ""i"
board Thoro ic rn 1 • ""t being yet
heaid. I jieie is nothing more comely amom-mcn, than

impartial judgment; judgment is a scat whc^lTneither
intcicst 1101 allection, nor lormer kindnesses may come;
Oild C3/SGj 01 3- Il3(-l llltin ci ITOnfl n/»y. l* i i •
i 1 1 corvtn. ^ casc, accordiiig to his case

must he liaic soiiteiice. xt was a good saying, he tliat
judgetli ainons men, judgeth for tl.o Lord, and ho will

repay it. Tlierct^ore, let all he done as unto 11,e Lord.
and as ye arc wiling to answer it in ids presence; and
ait ioigh some may ior a time he discontent tliereat, yet

m time, Gpd. shall clear iiji your iiiiiocoiicy as the sun at
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noon-day ; and Ihey that kick at sound judgment, will

lind but havd work of it, they do hut kick against that

which will pvick them ; and, howevev, such through their
wilfulness, and their abounding in tlieir own sense, may

hurt tiiemselves, yet you will be preserved, and enjoy
your peace and satisfaction in the discharge of your con
sciences in the sight of God.

And, as concerning practical charity, ye know it is sup

ported by liberality; and where liberality ceaseth, charity
waxeth cold, yea, so far ceaseth ; where there is no con

tribution, there is no distribution; where the one is spar

ing, the other is sparing ; and, therefore, let every one
nourish charity in the root, that is, keep a liberal mind,

a heart tliat looks upon tlie substance that is given iiim,

as really bestowed upon him as much for the support of
charity, as for the support of his own body. And where

people are of this mind, they will have a care of keeping
back any of God's part, for he hath in all ages, in a

niost singular manner, espoused the cause of the poor, the

widow and fatherless, and hath often siguifie(l by his

pr()i)hets and ministers, a special charge upon rich men,

that had this world's goods, that they should look to it
that they were faithful stewards of what they possessed,

and that they might be found in good works, and might
not suilcr their hearts so to cleave to uncertain riches, as

to neglect the service God had given them the things of
this life for, either to give them up when called for, in a

testimony for his worthy name, or to communicate of
them to those that were in necessity.
Now as concerning the necessities of the poor, there

is "Teat'need of wisdom when ye meet together about

thai allair; for as I said before, though the w orthiness
or unworthiness of persons, is not to be considered in

judgment,
yet in this it is ; and you Avill find some that
God hath made poor, and some that have made them-

' selves poor, and some that others have made poor, which

must all have their several considerations, in which yon

ought to labour to be unanimous, and not one to be taken
up with an affection to one person more than another;
but evei-y one to love every one in the universal spirit,
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and tlicn to deal out that love iti the oufward iniuiifcsta-

tions thereof, according to tlie measure tliat tiic liOrd
in his wisdom working in you, shall measure forth to
them.

And as to those who hy sickness, lameness, age, or

other impoteucy, arc l>rought into poverty hy tiie liaiid

of providence, these are your peculiar care and ohjccts
pointed out to you, to l)estow your ciiarity upon, for hy
them the. Lord calls for it; for as tiie eartli is the Jjord's

and the fidlness of it, lie hath hy his soverei-m power,
commanded in every dispensation, tiiat apart of what wc
enjoy from him, should he thus emploved. 'J'iie Israel

ites were not to reap the corners of fluMi- fields, nor to
gather the gleanings of the corn nor vintage, it was for
the poor ; and jn the time of the gospel, they were to lay
hy on the first day of the week, a part of what (jod had

blessed tliem with, for the relief of those that were in

necessity ; nay, they did not confine themselves in their

charity to their own meetings, Imt had an universal eye

through the whole church of Christ, and upon extraordi
nary occasions, sent their licnevolence to relieve the
saints at Jerusalem, in a time of need : and all that keep
.,1 the gimlanco of 11,o some i,.;! „,i||
,

theiL-

l,us,„ess

lo

l,c

i„

„f

charily and good works ; lo ,l„ (J

cate, lorget not, saith the apostle ; so they that forget not
this Christian duty, will find out the poor's part in the
corners and gleanings of the profits of their trades and
nierchandiziiigs, as well as the old rsraelile did the cor

ners and gleanings of his field ; and in the distribution

of it, will have a regard to comfort the bowels of such

who are hy the divine providence of God, put out of a
capacity ot enjoying those outward comforts of health,

and strength and plenty, which others do enjoy; for

while they are partakers of the same faith, and' walk in

the way of righteousness with you, submitting themselves

patiently to the dispensation of God's providence towards

them ; they are of your household, ami under your care,
both to visit, and to relieve as members of the one body, of
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which Chvist Jesus is head ; and he that giveth to such

pooi'j lendetli to the Lord, and he will repay it.

Hut tliere is another sortof poor, who make themselves

poor through their sloth and carelessness, and some
times by their wilfulness; being heady and high-minded,
and taking things in hand that are more than they can
manage, and make a llourish for a season, and then
through their own neglect, are plunged down into great

poverTy ; these are a sort whicii the primitive churches
began to be trouliled with in the early days of the gospel;
lor the apostle took notice of some that would not work
at all, and sliarply reproved them, and said, they that

would not work should not cat; and these are commonly
a sort of busy-bodies, and medlers with others' matters,

Aviiile they neglect their own, and run into a worse way

than the unbelievers, while they profess to be believers,

yet do not take a due care for those of their own house-

^^'The chartiy that si proper to such, si to gvi e them ad

monition and reproof, and to convince them of their sloth

and m gligonce ; and if they submit to your reprool, and
are wiling to amend, then care ought to be taken to help

them into a way and means to support themselves; and
sometimes by a little help in this kind, some have been

reclaimed from the snares of their souls' enemy; but if

they will not receive your wholesome counsel and admo
nition, but kick against it, either in their words or ac

tions Friends will be clear of such in the sight of bod ;

for it is unreasonable in them to expect you should leed
them that will not be advised by you, because they break

the obligation of society, by their disorderly walking;
for our communion doth not stand only iii trequeuting
meetings, and hearing Truth preached; hut in answering

the blessed principle of Truth, in life and conversation,

and therein both the rich and the poor have iellowship
o n e w i t h a n o t h e r.

There is another sort that are made poor by the op

pressions and cruelties of others. These oppressed poor,
cry loudly in the ears of the Almighty, and he will hi ids

own time, avenge their case ; but in the mean time there
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is a tcndeniess to be extended to them, not knowing how
soon it may Ije our turn; and if there be need of counsel

and advice, or ii any a|)[)licati()n can be made to any that
are able to deliver tiieiii Irom the op[(i'e.ss()rs in such cases,

let all that are capaljle, be ready and \villing to advise,

i'elie\ c and hel[) tbe di'^lre.ssed ; and this is an accepta

ble work of charity, and a great comfort to such in sharp
alHictions, and their souls will bless the instrumeuts of
their ease and comfort.

y^id,
^ieinls,
as (lodtohath
liononred
with
so my
highdear
and holy
a calling,
be his
servants you
and

workmen 1.1 this Ins great and notable day, a.id to work
together in his power, in setting funh his i.raise and

glory 1,1 the earth, and gathering tugether in one the
scattered seed, in this and other mitions ; oh ' let the

dignity of your calling, provoke and encourage you to be

ail,gent attenders upon his work and service you are
called to, and let not your concerns in the world, (h'aw
ym, f,«m «l,se.T,„s tl,„ „ ...i.ite.l tc.

meet leptner; l,„l you tliet ere eWer, setL'ocI c.xam-

mohileil^'urluhn'*"'i ' "'"""'tHioii of the hour
l.aps thev maV be last -uiothe. r

Ic rnmo h..,vo xr time; jjut wlieii the time

wi^'
forness
the shal
Lord'
sswork,
he
111 }1our
takebusiness
care your busi
l nof
uHer, b.and
it wil add
abless.ng upon it, which wil do more for you, than the
t.nie can ( o that may be saved out of his service.
And when ye have to do with perverse, and froward
or y )vl>om ye have occas^ion to reprove
and to rebuke for the Truth's sake, and you find them

stout am high, and reliccting upon you, then is a time for
the Laiih s meekness to shine forth, and for you to feel
your authority in the name of Christ, to deal with such a

one, and to wait or the puve and peaceable wisdom from

above, to hriiig down and confound the earthly wisdom.

And in this frame of mind yon labour. to">ether, to pull
the entangled sheep out of the thicket, amf to re.store that

which IS gone astray to the fold again, if you can ; but if
you cannot, yet ye save yourselves from the guilt of his
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blood ; and if such do perish, his blood will be on his
own head. But, on the other hand, if ye suffer their per

verse spirits to enter, and their provocations to have a

iilace in you, so as to kindle your spirits into a heat and
passion, then you get a hurt, and are incapable to do them
anv c:ood; but words will break out that will need re
pentance, and the wicked wil he stiffened and strong hened thereby, and you miss the service that you dul
really intend. Therefore, dearly beloved, keep upon
your watch, keep on your spiritual arniom-, keep youi
feet sliod with ttie preparation ol the gospel of peace, an

the God of peace will be with you, and crown your en

deavours with good success, to your joy and comiort,aud
Avill brins: up hm power over your adversaries and oppo-

Z;t nVoie and more, to which many shall bow and bend
1., vniir si'-ht: and will bring sliame and confusion upon

11 vehclfious, who harden tiicir hearts, and stiflen their

.rl's a-ainst the Lord, and his Christ, and kingdom,

, hirli he wil exalt in the earth, notwithstanding all that

an and all bis evil instruments can do, to him er tlie
,,\vtliand progress of his blessed rrutb; lorot the in

crease of the government and of tbe peace of the king
dom of Christ, there shall be no end. ^

And now. Friends, I having cleared my conscience of

what lay uiion me for some time, to write unto you by

w vv of rememi,ranee, and as ti.e exhortation of my bie

Tt
o yoTl vcmain fravailing in spirit for the welfare of
•x* A nd •ilthon""h the outward man decays, yet in tl
,gi m
" -oat W
i tnIsam
s tm
i tco.nfo.te.l
ou.'Go.1 ,hai..thbci
.o
l n.ol
e,.V
a.ns
n.lsi .lsatlii.o
lyn
fanthem
(lot inve
sole dependance
upon him. oo,
. „their
of h,„l,
lov youvdhcotoi-and

commuting yo to the 'several set-vices unto

IvS God hath caled yon ti.at hy the o,.e^ ^ -

mi
ghty lioivev, yc may he Icept ""maess a d u s, olM
of the world, to his honour and your comtoit, ^ud to the

universal comfort and edification of the church, that so

praises and thanksgiving may fil your hearts and mouths,

\ouv familes and your meetings 3 for be is wortby, wbo

is our tower, our support, tbe Lord of bosts, tbe King of
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saints: to M'hoin be J^lory, lionour and renown, through
this and all generations, for ever and ever. Amen.
From your Friend and brother in the communion and

fellowship of the gospel of peace and purity,
S T E P H E N C R I S P.

London, the 15th of the 7th Month, Kipo.
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DEARLY beloved Friends, brethren and sisters in

the evm-lasting covenant of life, which is made manifest

throu-li Jesus Christ our LoVd, by whom we have at
tained to the ancient fellowship and dominion ot the

saints, and holy bretl.ren of old, in tlie eternal gospel ot
peace and in the sense and feeling of an endless life,
wl'iicli is one in you and in me; in which fellowship 1

am drawn forth iii the most dear and precious love of
our heavenly Fatlier, to salute you with this salutation of
love as a measure of the daily overllowings of pure love,

which I daily feel towards you, whose remembrance,

d^^ ubtlcss, is sweet to me in a far remote country; and

esS
i yl when i behod
l how the Lord hath be
l ssed

you, and hath said unto his seed, multiply and piospei,

'and it is so, beyond all the countries round about you.
Well, this is the Imrirs doing, and the glory shall be his
And now, my dcai-ly liclovcd, scoiiigtimt yonr gatlier-

i„- nroscii vntion, nnd growtli, is of tl.o Lord, liow oiis|it

ever! ouo to l)cliavo Idmself as the servant of &od, m

faltl,fulness unto that holy gift of his graee, by which

thsi to scater yon.AVhe^e u

the everhistilig Truth, this .1 say unto you

wait to feel your minds staid in

tl.at is tiie wheat, tiic good seed, and

dotli not remove, them; hu the cluiiT f'""

hither and thither, with winds of doctrine 9^ ™en, and
with tradition; and this is the mind and spirit that hath

not pavt in the ancient Truth, and is not satisfied with
it; that seeks out or chooseth to itself new and change-

,ln Epiatlc 2cvitlen from Amsterihnn.

able tilings : and against Miis all watclu and keep the
dominion in the [lowei" of (lod. over it and all its ways.

And forasmuch as ye know it was the love of God "hy

^\ liich ye were gathered, dwell yi^ in love one with

another, and let it aiioniul in your hearts^ that so you

may bear the express image, of l,im tliat liath begotten

you, and thereby many may he yet gathered unto vou.

And as concerning you, my dear hrethren and sisters,

who are grown up in the garden of God's delight, and

Avalk as in tlie day-ligiit of his presence, and in his

strength and courage, with wiiich he hatli armed yon ;

your joy is full in the Lord, and sorrow is lied from

your hearts : yet hear me a little in this matter; 0, for
get not the travail of the nigl.t, and the footsteps of the
former darkness; m which we mourned lor our heloved,

and sought him with tears and Iwoken hearts ; that so in
the remembrance of those things, ye may always be
ready to sympathize with the poor, and with the de

jected in sjjirit, whose day of darkness, gloominess, and

sorrows, is hut now. O, my Friends, they are exceeding

near me, and my heart is deeply aflected with their con
dition. O, go down witli them into the house of mourn-

„S, a,.,l iR-ar wi l, Ihcm ion;
l,el|> tlicii. in lie day of I ,an- I,avail, s„,„c con,-

liassiun ivlici-cliy wo arc lioliied. JJ,, ye tender to sucli

whom God hatii made tender, so shall their souls come
lip from the dead, and stand forth in the iiower of the

Ford, and bless you. And, Friends, dwell in Avisdora,

and in the discerning and judgment of the spirit of God.

that so you that are strong may be always instructed

how to use youi strength against such as are strong, but
not in the Fold ; for such, though never so stubborn,

shall be iiumhled, and the power is with you that shall

do it; but the simple and upright soul, though never so

weak, bear up in your arms, and nourish Avith the milk

of the Avord, Avhich is your daily support.

Finally, brethren, tiiis is the breathing of my life daily

on your behalf; tliat in all things ye may approve your

selves the servants of God, and one of another, in the
free spirit of righteousness and peace; that so the do-
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miiiiou which yc have obtained through faltli and pa

tience, ye may still keep and hold in the name and power

oftl.eLord Uod, over all powers and spirits whatsoever,
that are not of this holy and heavenly fellowship, in the

free spirit of peace and brotherly love, whether they apl)ear as open enemies, or pretended friends, to the Truth ;

that none of you may be moved with fear of the one, or

1)0 deceived, entangled, or defiled by the other; but may

grow and prosper in the nobility of that holy, royal seed,
wliicii never bowed to deceit, nor to the unrighteousness

that is in the world ; but was, and is, and is to come, a

judge, and condemner of it all. And, dear Friends, be

(liii"*eut in every thing which tlie light hath showed you

to b^ tlie work of God, and required of you in this your

(lay; anil let not lukewarmness enter upon any of you,

for that is loathsome to the Lord ; but with diligence meet
too-ether, and with diligence wait to feel the Lord God to

arTse, to scatter and expel all that which is the cause of

leanness and barrenness upon any soul; for it is the Lord
iniist do it, and he will be waited upon in sincerity and

fervency of spirit; and such feel the Lord near at hand,

wliile unto others lie is as one afar off. xVnd let charity

and bowels of compassion abonnd among you, as beconieth the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; and let none
be hasty to utter words, though manifest in the light, in

which yc wait upon the Lord ; but still wait in silence,

to know the power working in you to bring forth the

words, in the ministration of the eternal word of life, to
•iiiswer the life in all; and if this be not known, retain m

Vour vessels what is manifest unto you, and it shall be
as bread in your own houses. He that hath an ear let
him

hear!

.

.

,

.

,

in

i

Hearly beloved, iu that which is everlasting dwell and
abide steadfast; so shall ye all grow and ilourish as the

blessed plants of the Lord, and men shall see that ye
are fruitful, and glorify your Father which is in heaven;

who hath lieen, and is, the husbandman, to Avhom my

soul freely commits you all—by him to be taught and led
to the finishing your course with joy, aud to the glory

3 8 3
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of his great and ])recious name, m liicli be hath made
known among you.

GofI Almiglity preserve you, and keep you faithful,
fresh, and living, in a sense of his continual waterings
and blessings; that ye may delight in him, and he may
yet delight to do you good.

This is the sui)i)licati(m of me, your dear friend and

brother, in the covenant of an everlasting i)rotherhood;
with all who know the generation of the. righteous seed,

which is hut one, and hath one name, vvhicir none knows
but he that hath it.

S T E P H E N C R I S P.
Amsterdam, the iOth of the Tldl

Jlonth, 1(163, Old Htyle. 5
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LETTER TO J. R.
Friend J. R.

1 AM sorry I lia^ve the present occasion of writing to
thee, and would have forehorne, if a necessity had not

been upon ine for tiie Truth's sake, and for thine; fori

have a deep sense of thy danger, and that thou art in

the way to dishonour thy testimony ; for I am informed

by several who love thee well, that they believe thou art
run into about three hundred pounds debt, to set thyself

up as a public shopkeeper. WhetJier they have dealt
with thee about it or no, I know not; but alas, John,
■what is the rise and spring of this, and what will the

issue be? Sink down into that which gives a discerning,
and thou wilt find a secret mistrust, mixed with an

earthly Inst, and a crafty carrying it on, under a show of
Truth"; that thereby some other things propounded,
mi"-htthc better proceed, or be carried on, to the making

self somebody ; and this ground is cursed for ever, and

so will the fruit be. 0, consider, is this fitting thysell

for thy testimony, and the keeping thyself from entangle

ments in thy warfare? Or is it not rather, a making use
of the name of the Lord, and of Truth, to plunder others

])y fair means, (or words,) to get a visible estate into thy
band- and then thou may be plundered of it by foul
means. It is an easy matter to preach and incur lines,
when thou knowcst others' goods must hear the loss ; thou

art on the surest side, and then if it be taken away at
last a wiiining complaint of sullering for Truth s sake,
mus't serve instead of paying thy debts, as it hath done
too many already.

Dear John, I wish thou would yet take ray counsel,
and send every Friend their goods home, with the
money for what thou hast sold of theirs, and take thee to

thy employment, where Glod blessed thee, and in which
thou grew up; and stand ready at the Lord's call, that
if he please to make any public use of thee in his church,

thou mayst be free from worldly entanglements; and if

3B1
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not. be ronteiit with tliy daily bread, both iinvavdly and
outwardly; and seek to adorn the, gos|)el thon hast
preached, l)y a holy, siini)lc, and righteous conversation;
Avithout which, preaching, believing, and profession, and
all the highest terms men can imagine, are all in vain,
and will end with an evil savour.

1 have writ these things in love to thee and the pre

cious Truth, in which my life stands, although it is often
bowed down, to see so many ai)use the profession of the

holy Trnth; serving themselves thereupon, and not
caving to keep uj) the reputation of it; but venturing the

glory'of God, the rc[mtation of his people, yea, and Uieir
own souls alsf), for the reaching after their earthly and

corruptible ends and puiposes, which they have pro
pounded to themselves. 1 might enlarge, to slunv the

many evil consequences attending this jiractice, but hope
bv Avhat I have written thou wilt consider the rest, and
st'ill account me thy friend in the Truth.
S T E P H E N C J H S P.

The 2Sfk of the 9th Month, lOyB.

/
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LETTER TO A FRIEND.

Dearly beloved in the Lord,
AIY soul salutes thee iu the fellowship of that
that rei"-ns over death and darkness, iu which is
kin"-dom we seek ; and nothing enters this kingdom,
Aviiat is born of tins life immortal; and that we may

life
the
but
be

kept in it to the end of our days, is the humble prayer
of thy true and real friend and brother, in this heavenly
relation, in wliich thou may feel my integrity in a few
words.

Dear William, I have had a great exercise of spirit
concerning tliee, wiiich none knows but the Lord; for

my spirit hath l)een much bowed into thy concern, and

difficulty of thy present circumstance; and I have had

a sense' of the various spirits, and intricate cares, and

'multiplicity of affairs, and they of various kinds, which

daily attend thee, enough to drink up thy spirit, and tire

thy soul; and which, if it is not kept to the inexhausti

ble fountain, may be dried up. And this I must tell
thee, whicii tiiou also knows, that the highest capacity of
natural wit and parts, will not, and cannot, perform what
thou hast to do, viz. to propagate and advance the inter

est and profit of the government and plantation ; and at
the same time to give the interest of Truth, and testimony

of the holy narae'of frod, its due preference in all things;

for to make the wilderness sing forth the praise of God,

is a skill beyond the wisdom of this world. It is greatly

in man's power to make a wilderness into fruitful lields,

accordiu"- to the common course of God's providence,

who "-ives wisdom and strength to be industrious ; hut

then,iiow he who is the Creator, may have his due honour

and service thereby, is only taught by his spirit, in them

who singly wait upon him.
There is a wisdom in government that hath respect to

its own preservation, by setting up what is profitable to
it, and suppressing what may be a detriment; and this

is the image of the true wisdom; but the substance is the
49
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bivtli, that is licavcnly, Avliich reigns in the Fathcv's
kingdom till all is suhdned, and then gives it np to him
%vhose it is. There is a power on earth, that is oF God,

by which princes decree justice, this is the image; and

there is a power which is heavenly, in which the Prince
of Peace, the Lord of I..«)rds, dolii reign in an everlasting

kingdom, and this is the snl)stancc. liy this power is
the spiritual wickedness in high places hronght (low n ; he
that is a true delegate in tins power, can do great things

for God's glory, and shall have his reward, imd shall i)e

a judge of the tribes; and whosoever else pretend to

judgment will seek themselves; beware of them; the
times are perilous. All men [)retending to he l)elievers,
have not faith in the Lord .lesiis ; thou hast a "-ood com

prehension of things, wait also to receive a sound judg
ment of men.

1 hope thou will hear this my style of writing to thee;

my spirit is under great weight at the writing h(Treof,'aud

much I have in my heart, hecausc I love thee much. I

cannot write much at present, hut to let thee know .1 very
kindly received thy letter, and was glad to iiear from thee,

and always shall; and my prayer to God is for thee, and

you all, that you may he kept in the Lord's pure and
holy way; and aoove all, lor thee, dear W P. whose

feet are upon a mountain, by which the eyes (if many
are upon thee; the Lord furnish thee with Avisdom,

courage, and a sound judgment; prefer the Lord's in

terest, and he wdll make thy way prosperous.

or my part, £ have not Ijeen at Imndon since the last

Yearly Meeting, till now. I was last year at the Yearly

Meeting at Amsterdam, and there taken with a lit of the

st(»ne, it lasted three w'eeks ; and in the winter following,
it ['leased the Lord to call from me my dear wife. As to
my i)ody, I grow very crazy and weakly; can neither

ride, nor very W(j11 go on foot. A mile is a great journey
for me; hut am in good courage and conlidence concern

ing the main husiness lam continued for, namely, for the

service of ray God and his dear peo])le. Our country, at

and about Colchester, is very quiet; while other meetings
are laid by for fear, ours is continued by faithfulness, and
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is cxceccling large, aiul pretty many lately convinced, to

my great comfort. Our dear Friend Gertrude continues

at my house yet, and is a careful nurse to me. I kiiow

her dear love is to thee; and many times have I heard

breathing desires go fortli of her to the Lord on thy be

half, froTn a weighty sense of the concern that is upon

thee'. She is at Colchester, but intends to come up to the
Ye a r l y

Meeting.

^

.

,

.

,

Well, dear William, I might write long ere all were

written that lives in my heart towards thee; but msuin.

ma 1 love thee well, and salute thee dearly in that which

is unchangeable, in which I remain tliy true friend,
STEPHEN

London, the of the 3d Month, 1681.
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L E T T E R T O J . T.
Dear Friend, J. T.
IT lialli been some time in iny heart to visit thee with
a few lines, to express tliat true love that I have had to
theecversincel Iciieu thee; which love hath been thecaiise

of my dealiiii^ so truly and plainly with thee from time
to time ; for 1 have always luul an eye and desire to thy
preservation in that Truth of which thou werl convinced:

and I liavc always taken notice, that thy i)ro"-rc.ss in the

Truth liath been made harder and more diilkadt to thee

than it is to many, l)y leason of thy natural temper,

Wliicb is forward and unstable, and hath l)een mixed

witii a zeal to get forward, and to attain to his;h things;
whereby tbe enemy, sometimes, liath taken advantage
upon tbec to tby bnrt: and tben the tender love of God

hath again visited thee, and showed tbee thy bnrt, and
tbou bast been sensible that the Lord's band bath been
over tbee for good ; and this hath broken and melted for

a season; but the enemy, who is always noon his watch,

bath sought, even out of that tenderness, to lift up thy

mind into the conceit of some great attainments again;

and then tbe former tenderness bath been, as it were, shut

up and closed : so that neither the true working of that

power, nor the love and tender counsel of thy friends

and brethren, could be discerned for a time ; which hath
been a grief and exercise to us, the Lord knoweth. Yet,
notwithstanding, tbe love we liave borne to tbee liath not

ceased; but for my part, 1 can truly say, that from time
to time I have had an inward travail upon my spirit how

to do tbee good, and £ thank God luy labour of love bath
not been in vain to tbeewai-d.

Dear Jacob, I was exceedingly refreshed in the ac-

count I I'cccived fioiu dear G. IJ. that thou wevt open-

hearted to Friends, and that a tender love was in thy

heart, working tbee into more unity than formerly. Well,

dear Friend, nothing saves us hut love, for God is love ;

and nothing redeems us but righteous judgment adrainis-
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tercd in that love ; and where this love is retained in the

heart, and this pure jndsment dwelt in, such must needs

have fellowship one with another; for tliere all are

kept meek and humble, and they have nothing and no
body to exalt, but only by the name in which they niitt
the

salvation.

,

_

„x

Now, dear Jacob, let me tell thee, I do not believe tlia

all thy temptations are overpassed, or that thy enemy
hath given over his seeking to winnow thee ; and, there
fore, there is a great necessity for thee to keep upon tny
v/alch ; and when thou feels most of the inflowings ot joj,

then to be most low, and careful to keep thy heart open

to the Lord and to his people; and so shalt thou retain

that which is given tliee : whereas, if tliou give way to
that which leads into exaltation and much talking, thou

may talk it away, and then be dry and empty in thyselt.
The nature of the true seed is, first to take a deep root
downward, and then to iuing forth its fruit upward.

Therefore, let thy soul affect the inward, invisible root-

in"- and growth of Truth, more than the outward ap

pearance ; for where there is an inward growth to trodward, it is seen and discerned by the spiritual ej

God bath opened in his children; by which we do ap

pear lovely, amiable, and comfortable to each other ; and
in this it is that the lasting fellowship stands. For if I
speak with the tongue of men and angels, and want this,
the life of the seed will be burdened and oppressed m
them where it is risen ; though others, whose life stands

in the affection, may be greatly joyed and lifted up t^here^

hv • but this will never bring to God, nor add any to tnt

hoiv of Cdirist, nor edify his Church. Therefore, I have

a
UvJys found it safe, to keci, sometling in tlie
for my own food ; and to break only that bread to otheis

that was given me for that purpose ; and the same that i
have learned by experience declare I unto thee, because

I love thee ; and I hope thou wilt be sensible of my love,
and receive these lines as a token of it; and remember

my very dear love to thy wife and daughter, leu lier,
I am glad to hear good news of her, and, if thou writes

to me. let me hear how it goes with her: she is now

3 9 0
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eometo years of uiulerstaiidiiig, and knows the leadings

of the light in her own conscience, what she may do and
speak, and what not; and as she is obedient thereunto,

she will find peace in her own bosom, lie a comfort to you,
and will appear lovely to all her friends.

So no more, but my true and unfeigned love to you

all; 1 rest thy friend in Truth,
S T E P H E N C R I S P.

( 391 )
LETTER TO A FRIEND.
Dear Friend,

THINE I have received, desiring me to deal faith

fully with tliee as to tliy state, which, indeed, I am wil

ling to do ; for the Lord gives me to distinguish the work
-of "liis spirit, (which is, indeed, to convince of sin, be
cause of uuhelief,) from the work of the enemy, who

also, sometimes, being the author of unbelief, yet accu-

seth for tlie same ; but it is not his voice that cries. Lord',

help my unbelief. And, dear lamb, my soul is affected
witli thy state even daily, and I may often say hourly;
and a travail is in my spirit concerning thee before the

Lord ; and upon my most near search before the Lord,

I have nothing but good to prophecy concerning thee ; for

the Lord hath beheld the uprightness of thy heart,

Avhich is his own work, and delights therein ; and as to

all those nuirmurings, repinings, and rebellions thou

writes of, the Lord knows how little consent they have

in thee ; but brings anguish upon thy poor soul, that thou
may feel tlie need of his salvation : and hitherto he hath

never failed thee, but though thou waited sometimes

long and sought him, yet he answered at last: and though
now the coming of thy souFs beloved, be but as the light

ning that shines from the east and passeth into the west,

and is not as the glory of a perfect day ; yet, my dear

heart, bless the Lord for what he doth bestow, and that
he hath given thee a heart to wait for more; and that this
Mmrld cannot satisfy thee ; for such will the Lord as

suredly satisfy in his own time. Dear lamb, trust in the

Lord, and so farewell.

STEPHEN CRISP.
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LETTER

TO

A

FRIEND.

Dearly Beloved,
IN the Lord iny soul salutes tlicc, as cue wlio is
brought into niy reineml)rauce, l)y that Spirit tiiat doth
ol'tcii bow me to thy burdens, wliich, 1 know, are not a
few.

Dear heart, it is nothing but tlic day that expels the
night, and the day-star brings the hope thereof; tlicrcfore, my dear friend, forasmuch as it liath pleased

Grod to cause this star to appear, and that thou kno\TCst

thine eye has seen it, be not discouraged because of
clouds, but know tliat the day is at hand. And as con
cerning all Satan's builelings, know and consider, that

tiiough tliey are never so many and strong, yet they are
but like the waves of the sea, and tiiey are limited : feel
thou an habitation in tbat which limits tliem, and rest in
liatience, and possess thy : oul in tliat, and it will he
well in the end : if there were no trials, there would not
be so much need of patience. Dear heart feel mv love,
which is beyond words. '

So, with my dear love, to thy husband, M. and Anna,

&;c. I rest thy true friend.

S T E P H E N C R I S P.
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[It is thought proper to insert in this volume, the following Brief
and Serious If'arning, by Jlmhrose Rigge, together with se
veral J\[inutes of Advice of the Yearly Meeting of London,

2>reccded by an Introductory Minute of their Meeting for Suffer
ings.']
A

BRIEF

A N D

SERIOUS
TO

WARNING
SUCH

AS ARE CONCERNED IN

COMMERCE AND TRADING,
WHO GO UNDER THE PROFESSION OF TRUTH, TO KEEP WITHIN THE
BOUNDS THEREOF, IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, JUSTICE, AND
HONESTY TOWARDS ALL MEN,

written by AMBROSE RIGGE,
IN THE YEAR 1678,
5 0
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MEETING FOR SUFFERINGS,
The 15tli of the Eleventh Month, 1771.
UNDER a sorrowful consideration of the reproach
brou.^ht on Truth and our religious profession, hy some,
late instances of persons under our name, wlio have
shamefully deviated from our principles, as well as from

common lionesty and justice amongst men, in failing of
paying their just debts, and thereby involvin"* themselves

and others in miseiy and ruin, the last Yearly Meet

ing in J^ondon did direct this meeting to reprint a treatise
ceased ; being a M aruing to Friends against entering too
of our ancient Friend Ambrose Riggc, Ion"* since de

deeply into trading, and the spirit of tl'iis world, together

with such Yearly Meeting Advices on that head as
might be thought proper.

This meeting therefore hath selected, and added to the

said treatise, divers earnest and pathetic advices of se

veral of our Yearly Meetings, against a too eager pursuit
of the perishing things of this life, omittino- many others

of like import for lirevity's sake. Rut such as are here

retained evidently show, how early a declension from

the primitive simplicity and uprightness of our ancestors

began to prevail among divers in profession Avith us;

and at the same time the constant and unremitting care
and concern, that rested on the minds of our faithful pre

decessors, and is still continued amongst us, to Avarii
and advise all Friends against pride, ambition, and
luxury, and launching out into unwarrantable trade to
support them.

A

URIEF AND SERIOUS WARNING
T

O

SUCH AS ARE CONCERNED IN

COMMERCE, &c.
MANY days and months, yea, gome years, liath my
life been oppressed, and my spirit grieved, to see and

liear of the uneven walking of many, wiio have a name

to live, and profess the knowledge of God in words; yea,
and also of some who have lasted the good word of God,

and have been made partakers of the power of the world

to come, and have received the heavenly gift and grace

of God, which teacheth all wlio walk in it, to deny all
ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to live soberly, ho

nestly and righteously iu this present world; whose

faithfulness, witli great reason, hath been expected to

God, in things of the highest concern, and to have walked

as lights in the world, and in all faithfulness both to God
and man, to have stood as living monuments of the mer
cies of the Lord, letting their lights so shine before men,

that they might see tlieir good works, hoth in spiritual
and temporal concerns ; and so might have honoured
and °-ioiilled God in their day and generation, and have

convfnced, or confounded gaiisayers, putting to silence
the ignorance of foolish men, whereby the worthy name
of the Lord, by which they have been called, might have
been renowned through the earth, and his precious truth

and glory spi'ead to the ends of it; that many, through

the beholding their good and exemplary conversation in
Christ, coupled with the holy fear of God, might have de
sired to lay hold of the skirt of a Christian indeed, whose
praise is not of men, but of God.
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These arc the fruits which we have laboured and tra

velled for through many and great tribulations, that many

might be turne(i (o righteousness, and that the knowledge

of the power and glory of the Lord might cover the
earth, even as tlie waters do the sea. This was, and is,
our only end and design, which, blessed be the Lord,
many are M'itnesses of, and established in, to our abun

dant joy and comfort: but there are some amongst us who

have not walked humbly with the Lord, as he hath re
quired, nor kept in that low estate, neither inwardly nor
outwardly, which becomelh such, who are travelling up

to Zion, with their faces thitherward, but have gone from

that rock, which is firm and sure, into the "reat sea of
troubles and uncertainty, where some havebemi drowned,

others hardly escaping, and many yet labouring for the
shore, with little hope of coming at it; who have not

only brought themselves in danger of sullering shipwreck,

but have drawn in others, and have emlaiwered them

also; which hath opened the mouth of the ^enemies of

Zion's welfare, to blaspheme his great and glorious name,

and bath eclipsed the lustre of the glorious Sun of
liighteousness, both in city and in country ; this is a cry
ing evil, and ougiit not to go unrepi-oved, and that with a

severe countenance, for Cxod is angry with it, and will
assuredly punish it.

Many have got credit upon the account of Truth, be

cause at the beginning it did, and doth still lead all who
were and qji-e faithful to it, to faithfulness and truth even

in the unrighteous Mammon, and to let their yea be yea,

and their nay be nay, even between man and man in out
ward things ; so that many would have credited one that

w as called a Quaker with much, and many I believe did,
merely on that account, some whereof, I doubt not, have

just cause to repent of it already : but if truth and righte
ousness had been lived in by all who profess it, there had
been no such occasion given; for they who still retain
their integrity to the truth and life of righteousness mani
fested, can live with a cup of water, and a morsel of bread
in a cottage, before they can hazard other mens' estates
to advance their own; such are not forward to borrow,

to such as are conceited in Commerce, §*c. 897

uor to complain for want, for their eye and trust is to the
Lord, their preserver and upholder; and he hatli con

tinued the little meal in the barrel, and the oil in the
cruise hath not failed to such, till God hath sent further

help ; this is certainly known to a remnant at this day,

wlio have coveted no man's silver, gold nor apparel, but
have and do labour with tlifir hands night and day, that
the gospel may be without charge.
It is so far below the nobility of Christianity, that it is
short of common civility and honest society amongst men,
to twist into mens' estates, and borrow upon the Truth s

credit, gained by the just and upright dealings of the

faitlifiil. more tJian they certainly know their own estates

are likely to pay ; and with what they borrow reach after

great things in the world, appearing to men to be what

ia the sight of God and Truth they are not, seeking to

compass greal gain to themselves, whereby to make tbemselves or children rich or great in the world : this I tes

tify for the Lord God, is deceit and hypocrisy, and will

be blasted with the breath of his mouth, and we have
seen it blasted already.

And that estate that is got either with the rendmg, or

with the hazard of rending, another man's, is neither ho
nestly got, uor can be blessed in the possession; for he

that borrows money of another, if the money lent be either

the lender's proper estate, or part of it, or orphans' mo

ney that he is entrusted withal, or widow's, or some such,
who would not let it go but upon - certain good security,
and to have the valuable consideration of its improve

ment- and the borrower, though he hath little or no real

or personal estate of his own, but hath got some credit,
either as he is a professor of the Truth, or otherwise;

and hath, it may be, a little house, and a small trade, it
may be enough to a low and contented mmd; but then
the enemy gets in, and works in his mind, and he begins
to think of an higher trade, and a finer house, and to live

more at ease and pleasure in the world, and then con
trives how he may borrow of this and the other ; and when

accomplished accordingto his desire, then he begins to un

dertake great things, and gets into a fine house, and
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gathers rich furniture and goods together, launcliing pre

sently into the strong torrent of a great trade, and tiien
makes a great show beyond what really he is, which is
disiionesly, and if he accomplishes his intended i)urpose,

to raise iumself in the world, it is Avith the hazard, at
least, of other mens' ruin, Avhicli is unjust. But if he

falls short of liis expectation, ascommon'ly such do, then
he dothnotonly ruin olliers, hut himself also, and brings
a great reproach upon the blessed Truth he professeth,
Avhich is Avorsc tliau all; and this hath already been

manifested in a great measure, and I)y sad experience

Avitnessed. But the honest upright heart and mind kuoAVs

liOAV to AA-ant, as Avell as how to abound, iiavin°- learned

content in all states and conditions ; a small coUa^-e and

a little trade is sufficient to tiiat mind, and it neveiMvants
Avhat is suflicient; for he that clothes the lilies and

feeds the raA Ciis, cares for all Avho trust in him, as it is

at this day witnessed, praises to (^od on high: and that
man hath no glory in, nor mind out after, superlhious or
needless rich hangings, costly furniture, line tables,

great treats, curious beds, vessels of silver or vessels of

gold, the very possession of which creates envy, as saith

tl,o .mccMt Icment Alaxanildnus, PsJag.
Lib. 2. Cap. 3. Tag. 160, 161.

The way to be rich and happy in this world, is first

to learn righteousness ; for such were never forsaken in

any age, nor their seed begging bread : and charge all
parents of children, that they keep their children low
and plain in meat, drink, apparel, and CAery thing else,
and in due subjection to all just and reasonable commands,
and let them not appear aliove the real estates of their

parents, nor get up in pride and high things, though
their parents liave plentiful estates, for that is of dan

gerous consefjuencelo their future happiness. And let
all Avho profess the J ruth, both young and old, rich and
poor, see that they walk according to the rule and disci

pline of the gospel,^ in all godly conversation and honesty,

that none may suiler wrong by them in any matter or
thing Avhatever; that, as tlie apostle exhorted, tliey may
owe nothing to any man, but to love one another: for
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love, out of a puve heart, is the fulfllliug of the law ;

which law commands to do justly to all men. And he
that hath but little, let him live according to that little,

and appear to be what in truth he is; for above all God
abhors the hypocrite; and he that makes haste to be rich
falls into snares, temptations, and many foolish and hurt

ful lusts, which drown many in perdition ; for the love

of money is the root of j\ll evil, which, while some have
coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced

themselves through with many sorrows.
For preventing this growing evil for the time to come,
let such by faithful Friends be exhorted, who either live
without due care, spending above what they are able to

l)ay for, or run into great trades, beyond what they can in
honesty and truth manage ; and let them be tenderly ad
monished of such their undertakings. This will not of
fend the lowly upright mind; neither will the houestniinded, who through a temptation may be drawn into
such a snare and danger, take occasion to stumble, be

cause his deeds are brought to light. And if after mature
deliberation, any are manifested to be run into any dan

ger of falling, or pulling others down with thein, let them

be fjuthfully dealt withal in time, before hope of recovery
Ije lost, by honest, faithful Friends, who are clear of such

things themselves, and be admonished to pay what they
have borrowed faithfully, and in due time, and be con

tent with their own, and to labour with their own hands

in the thing that is honest, that they may have where

with to give to him that needeth, knowing that it is more

blessed to give than to receive. And if they hear, and
are thereby recovered, you will not countyour labour lost ;

but if they be high, and refuse admonition, it is a mani

fest sign all is not well. Let such be admonished again

by more Friends, and warned of the danger before them ;

and if they still refuse and reject counsel and admoni
tion, then lay it before the meeting concerned about
Truth's affairs, to which they do belong ; and if they re

fuse to hear them, then let a testimony go forth against
such their proceedings and undertakings, as not being

ngree.able to the Truth, nor the testimony^of agooeVcon-
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science, neither in the sight of God nor man. This will

he a terror to evil doers of this kind, and a praise, en

couragement, and refreshment to them who do well, and

nothing will be lost that is worth saving by this care;
for he that doeth truth, whetlier in s[)irituaror temporal
matters, will willingly bring his deeds to the light, that
they may be made manifest to all, that they are wrought

in God.

Tiiese things lay weightily upon me, and T may truly
say, in the sight of God, I wrote them in a great cross to

my own will, for 1 delight not, nay, my soul is bowed

down at the occasion of writing such thin-s ; hut there

is no remedy, the name of the Lord has beeif, and is likely
to be greatly dishonoured, if things of this nature be not
stopped, or prevented for time to come. Therefore I be

seech you all, who have the weight and sense of these
things upon you, let some speedy and eOectual course

be taken to prevent, what possibly we may, both in this

and all other things, that may any way cloud the glory
of that Sun which is risen among us. Ainl make this pub

lic, and send it abroad to be read in true fear and rever

ence ; and let all concerned be faithfully and plainly

warned, without respect of persons, by faithful Friends,
who have a concern for God's glory, and his church's
peace and prosperity upon them. So will the niaiesty
and glory of God shine upon your headsand' you
shall be a good savour of life, both in them that arc saved,
and in them that are lost.

Written by one who longs to see righteousness exalted,

and all deceit confounded.

AMBROSE RIGGE.

Cation place, in Surry, the iOth '>

of the nth Month, 1678. C
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advised, that none trade beyond their abilities, nor
stretch beyond tlieir compass; and that they use few
words in dealing, and keep their words in all things, lest

they bring, through their forwardness, dishonour on the

precious truth of God.

lOSS.

;Dear Friends, as it hath pleased God to bring forth a
day of liberty ami freedom to serve him, in which he hath
stopped the mouths oftlie devourers, in a great measure,

for ids name's sake; O ! therefore let every one have a

care to use this li!)erty, as the name of God may be ho

noured by it; and not an occasion taken by any, because

of the present freedom, to launch forth into trading and
M orldly business, !)eyond what they can manage honour-

ably, and with reputation, among the sous of men, and
so that they may keep tiieir word with all men ; and that
their yea may prove yea, and their nay may be nay indeed ;
for whatever is otherwise, cometh ot the evil one. And

such who make themselves guilty by thus dishonouring

God, and the holy profession of his name and Truth,

sucii are for judgment by the Truth; and the judgment
of Truth ougiit to be set over them; that the Truth, and
those that abide and walk in it, may be clear of their

iniquities.

Extracts from the
1(59^.

Tl is advised ajid cavncslly desired, tliat the payment

of just dcl)ts be not delayed l)y any professing Triilh,
bcj'ond the time promised and agreed upon ; nor occasion
given of complaint to tiiose they deal wilii, by their back-

^vardness of payment -wliere no time is limited ; nor any

to overcharge themselves with too much trading and com
merce, beyond tiieir ca[)acities to discharge a good con

science towards all men. And tiiat all Friends concerned,

be very careful not to contract extravagant delits, to the
endangering, the wronging others and their families,

which soint; liavc done to the grieving I he hearts of the
upright; nor to break their promises, contracts, or agree
ments, in their Ijuying and selling, or in any other lawful
ailiiii-s, to the injuring themselves and otiiers, occasioning
strife, contention, and reproach to 'rruth and Friends.

And it is advised that all Friends that arc entering into *

trade, or tliat arc in trade, and have not stocks sufiicient
of their own to answer the trade they aim at, be very

cautious of running themselves iuto\lebt, without ad

vising witli some of the.ir ancient and experienced
Friends among whom tliey live; and more especially

such trading as hatli its dependance upon sea adven
tures.

17M'.

Whereas in this time of general ease and liheriv, too

many under our prolession have launched forth into the
things of this world, beyond their substance and capaci

ties, to discharge a good conscience in tlie performance of
their promises and contracts, as Avell as their just debts,
to the great scandal ol onr holy profession, and involving

of themselves, their tamilies and others, in gi-eat sorrow

and inconveniences : it is therefore our earnest desire,

that all Friends everywhere, be very careful to avoid all
inordinate pursuit after the things of this world, by such

ways and means as depend too much upon the uncertain

probabilities of hazardous enterprizes; but rather labour
to content themselves wdth such a plain way and manner
of living, as is most agreeable to the self-denying prin-
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ciple of Ti uth which we profess, and which is most con
ducive to that tranquillity of mind, that is requisite to a re

ligious conduct through this troublesome world.
1727.

Dear Friends, it hath long been the great concern of
this meeting, that all Friends carefully walk in the Di
vine liiglit; that tliey may be preserved from the two
extremes of covetousncss on the one hand, and extrava

gancy on the other ; the latter of M'hich, has been the
occasion ot the failings of some among us, in the non

payment of their just debts ; which great reproach

hatli too often been brought upon our hol^' profession.
"VVlierefore we earnestly desire all Friends to be very
careful not to run into larger trading and business than

tbeir capacities and abilities can well answer; and that

they frequently inspect their circumstances, and do not
live at an expense beyond them. And if, tiirough ad
verse accidents, any sliould fail in paying their just debts,

and should, after his or her composition, with Ins, or her

creditors, he so far blessed and prospered in theii^ aflairs,

as to he capable of paying their deficiencies; it is the

earnest desire and advice of this meeting, that they do
jiot omit the same, it being agreeable to the command of
the gospel, and common justice among men.
1731.

Let your lights so shine before men, that they may see

your good works, and glorify your Father which is in

Heaven. Let us walk wisely towards those that are

without, as well as those within. Let our moderation

and prudence, as well as truth and justice, appear unto
all men, and in all thin.p ; in trading and coinmerce, in

speech and communication, in eating and drinking, in

habit and furniture ; and, through all in a meek, lowly,
quiet spirit; that as we profess to he a spiritually-minded

jieople, we may appear to be such, as being bounded by

the cross of Christ, show forth the power of that divine
principle we make profession of, by a conversation every
way agreeable thereunto.
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Extracts from the
irs2.

^Vefiiul it oiu" duty to remind our respective menihevs
of the remarkable upriglitiiess and honesty of oiir Friends
in the beginning, In tiieir commerce and converse. How-

exact w ere they in performing their words, and promises,
without evasive excuses, and insincere dealings ! How

careful not to involve themselves in husiness which they
iindei'stood not, nor had stock of their own to manage!
IIf)w circumspect not to contract greater debts tlian they

were able to pay in due time ! Which brought great

credit and reputation to "our religious society. J3iit with
sorrow we observe, that, contrary to their example, and
the repeated advices formerly given Ijy this meeting, par

ticularly in the years 1729 and iysi, against an inordi

nate pursuit after riches, too many have launched into

trades and business above their stocks and capacities;

by which unjustifiable [iroceedings and high living, they

have involved themselves and families i7i trouble and

ruin, and brmight considerable loss upon others, to the
great reproach of our holy profession.
1735.

Again, dear Friends, w;^c esteem it our duty to renew

our former advices, thatbriends every where take dili
gent care to prevent, as much as possible, persons pro

fessing With us defrauding their creditors of their just

dues, to the great scandal and reproach of our holy pro
our society, who, by delays in payment, and breaking

fession, by timely admonishing and cautionin- all those of
their words and promises, give reasonable cause of sus

picion that their circumstances are desperate ; advising
all such to inspect their accounts, and give up their ef
fects in time, in order to make the best they can to their

creditors, which will most conduce' to their own peace,
and the credit and reputation of our Christian society.
Hut if any, through ambition, or desire of grandeur in

the world, shall reduce themselves to insolvency, after
having been thus plainly cautioned, and dealt with ac

cording to the nature of the ollence, and pursuant to the
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advices of this meeting in the years 1/28 and 1732, to

Avlnch we refer yon, then tlie society will justly be clear

of reuroach arising from the misconduct of such. A care

of this nature we earnestly recommend, not only to

and (inarterly
also that
illmonthly
their private,
capacity,meetings,
watch over,but
advise,
andFriends,
caution
one another, whenever they observe any real occasion
lor it.
1737.

Dear Friends, it is with much sorrow and grief of heart,

M e have, still occasion to remind you of the advices so

lately delivered in our Yearly Epistles, namely, to keep

out of the extravagant fasliions and customs of tiieivorld,

and not to launch further into trade and business, than

yon are capable of managing and < arrying on Avith repu

tation and credit among men, and without prejudice, loss

or detrimfnt to any. AVe are fully persuaded, that if
Friends every where had a due respect and regard to

this one precept of Christ, viz. Seek ye first the king
dom of CFid, and his righteousness; which is the indis-

pensihle duty of all his^ollowers to ohsr-vve, we should
have little or no occasion for the repetition of such ad

vices. Eet, therefore, we earnestly beseech you, that

precept of our blessed Lord and Master and holy Head

he duly considered and put in practice ; that by ordering
our conversations agreeable to our profession, we may

show forth the prais'e of him who hath called us ; so shall
Ave witness the- promise to be fullilled, them that honour

me, saith the Lord, I will honour.
17.^^^-

AYe beseech you brethren, stand upon your guard

n"-ainst the love "of this world, and the deceitfulness of
Debes ; the nature of which is to choak the good seed,
and to render iuen unfruitful. An eager pursuit after the

grandeur of this Avorld, is a certain token of earthlymindedness; and those who mind earthly things, ale

represented by the apostle Paul, as enemies of the cross
of Christ. The beloved disciple of our Lord also ex

pressly assures us, that if any man. love the Avorld, the

Extvacts from ihc
love of tlic Fallip.r is not in liim. A resolution to l)P rich

hath destroyed many. Tliey tiiat will he rich, saith tiio
apostle, fall into tenij)tation, and a snare, and into many

looiish and hnrtfnl lusts, which drown men in destruction

and perdition : for the love of money is tlic root of all
evil: which while some have coveted after, they have
erred from the faith, and pierced themselves tlirough

with many sorrows.—This hath been verilied in the

ruinous consequences of ati earthly ambitions spirit,

pushing men forward in the pursuit of greatness, upon
hazardous attempts, which have too often issued in the

fall and ruin of themselves and families, the reproach of
the society, and great loss to others. Some of whom,
probably, have placed the more confidence in them for the

sake of their profession of self-denial, which, had they
really practised, would have prevented the fatal eftects

of tiieir covetous and ambitious undertakings. AVherefore, weentreat Friends, in their Monthly Meetings every
where, to be properly watchful one over another, and

early to caution all against running beyond their depth,

and entangling themselves in a greater multiplicity of
businesB than they can extricate themselves from with

honoiu- and vcjiutation. And where any shall proceed

in opposition to such advice and counsel of their brethren,

let tliem in due time be dealt with according to former
advices of this meeting.

This meeting being sorrowfully affected with the con-

sidm-ation of a great defection in some among us from the
practice of justice and morality, divers of whom, from

negligence, inattention, or ill-grounded hopes, and others
from motives of ambition, and an eager pursuit after the

Avorld, have launched out of their depth, and entered into

various schemes and branches of commerce, beyond their
abilities to manage ; and some of them into scandalous

practices, to uphold a temporary credit, greatly to the
reproach of our society, and in open contradiction to that

principle of universal righteousness we profess ; which

taught our ancestoi's such conduct, as to extort a con

fession from our enemies, that, respecting many of them.

Yearhj Meeting Epistles, ^c.

407

they could not fiud auy occasion, unless concerning the
law of their God.

And it is the sense and judgment of this meeting, that

if any fall short of paying their just debts, and a com

position is made with their creditors, to accept of a part,

instead of the whole, notwithstanding the parties may

look upon themselves legally discharged of auy obliga
tion to pay the remainder, yet the principle we profess
enjoins full satisfaction to be made, if ever the debtors

are of ability. And in order that such may the better
retrieve their circumstances, we exhort them to submit to

a mauuer of living in every respect the most conducive to
this purpose, and correspondent to the state tbey arc re

duced to : it being exceedingly dishonorable for any to
live in ostentation and greatness at the expense of others ;
which is certainly the case, where any part of the debts

due by the law of equity and strict justice remains un

paid. And that Friends in their Monthly Meetings be
cautious how they admit such, whose debts are unsatis

fied, into full unity, or receive their collections, which
cannot properly be deemed of their own.
1767.

Dear Friends, we find it necessary to remind you, that

our worthy ancestors, having their eye directed towards
an enduring inheritance, and their airectious establislied

upon things above, sought not after greatness in this
world, but passed the time of their sojourning here in
great simplicity of heart, as well as of out^vard demeanor,

endeavouring thereby to reach the divine witness in every

mind, and promote the love of truth and righteousness

amongst mankind. In minds thus bent upon seeking a

more glorious iiheritance than temporals can aflbril, the

love of this world had little intluence. They were

shilling examples of temperance, justice and truth. A
defection from this simplicity of heart, and heavenly-

mindedness, into the love and pursuit of this fading

world, liath obviously prevailed with too many amongst

us, and produced the fruits of pride and ambition : these
liave brought in many wants, which the simplicity and
integrity of our ancestors preserved them from. To satisfy^

Jb7vtructsfrom the
flicse wants, divers liavc heeii excited to enter into n

larger extension of trade and coininerce. than they had
stock atid ahility to conduct. \'ain anihition, and evil
enuilation have led into higher living, <ind greater exp(;nse.s than their incoiiie would admit. Ilednced l)y these

means in their ciicmnstanccs, yet iinuilling to lessen
their appearance in the world, they Inive made use of in
direct methods to i)rociire a temporaiy support, which

have ended in failures and ijaidcruptcies, unknot n among
us in the days oi our temperate, and lowly-minded pre
decessors.

This lamentahle defection in some under our name,

liath occasioned great reproach, and gi ievons sullering in

the properties of many, almost to the ruin of particulars,

who placed more confidence in those on account of the
self-denying profession they made to the world.

These causes of allliction have heen lately renewed,

notwithstanding the many repeated advices, and hrotlierly

exhortations, which have heen heretofore alleclionately

communicated. W^c tlierefore earnestly iieseech, and

intreat, that a godly care may more and more spread
amongst us, early and tenderly to watch over sucli as may

appear to be in danger of miscarringit in their temporal

concerns; admonishing the high-miiuled of tiie danger of
a fall, and using every endeavour to imevent these scan
dalous and iiernicioiis occasions of sorrow and sulTering ;

and w.here they Iireak out, that Monthly Mmdings fail not
to clear our holy profession of the ri'proach cast u[)on it,
hy pul)licly testifying against such, from whose inhjuitous conduct the olience comes.
1771.

Notwithstanding the many weighty cautions and wliole-

some advices given forth against all injurious and disrcputahle conduct in trade and business, divers instances of

scandalous failures have of late appeared amongst some
in profession with us; the consideration of which, hath
brought a fresh concerri upon the minds of Friends, to
warn all against a most pernicious practice, too much
prevailing amongst the trading part of mankind, which
hath often issued in the utter ruin of those concerned
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tlierein, viz. That of raising and circulating a fictitious

kind of paper credit, with endorsements and acceptances,

to give it an appearance of value, without an intrinsic

reality. A practice highly unbecoming that uprightness

which ought to appear in every member of our religious
society, and of which, therefore, we think it our incum

bent duty to declare our disapprobation, and disunity
therewith, as absolutely inconsistent with that Truth wo

make profession of. We are also engaged to caution

every individual, against imprudently entering into joint
securities with others. For by these practices, many iunoceut wives and children have been inevitably and unex
pectedly involved in ruinous and deplorable circum

stances. We therefore earnestly desire Friends to keep
strictly on their guard, tliat none, through any specious pre
tences of rendering acts of friendship to others with safety
to themselves, may risk their own peace and reputation,
and the security of their families. In order hereunto, we
recommend this salutary advice of the wise man to their

especial notice, and regard : Be not thou one of them that
strike hands, or of them that are sureties for debts ; if
thou hast nothing to pay, Avhy should he take away thy
bed from under tliee?

To the foregoingweighty advices of the Yearly Meet
ing we would add the following caution: TJiat youngpeopie of little or no capital of their own, I)eware of bciii"*
anxious to get speedily into business for themselves as
masters ; but rather content themselves Avith the condi

tion of servants, until by their industry and pains they
have added something to their stock, and attained a suf

ficient degree of knowledge and experience to manage a
trade Avith safety. By this means they Avill be accustomed

to frugality and economy, and a good foundation Avill be

laid for their conducting themseh^es properly in a hin-hcr

station, if Providence should see meet for them to fi?l it.
We are your Friends and Brethren.

Signed in and on behalf of the Meeting for Sulferin"'s

By WILLIAM WESTON, '
Clerk of the Meeting.
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