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BOOK REVIEWS 

tant objectives to pursue" (204). Thus, this sense of limits prevented them from 
changing their attitudes to slavery, technological innovation, and economic pro­
duction. It is clear that Schiavone considers modernity as superior to ancient 
Rome, at least in terms of defining limits. He argues that European civilization 
developed new ideas of labor and sciences that transformed history. He sees 
"modernity as infinity that has become history," and the "unlimited growth of 
needs, desires, and individualities, with dissatisfaction as its justification and bat­
tle standard" (206). Thus, the ancients, unlike the moderns, were unable to ques­
tion the permanence of limits. But all of the ancients should not be lumped together 
as if they were a monolithic structure. The creation of irrigation agriculture, ur-
banism, writing, and the temple-state economy in the pre-Classical Near East 
shows an adherence to modern ideas of transforming their natural surroundings 
and conceiving of a limitless reality. 

With such a sweeping work, there can be much to criticize. His emphasis upon 
slavery may be too heavy, as it was not the principle makeup of the agricultural la­
bor force in some of the regions of the empire, including North Africa and Gaul. He 
does not clearly delineate his reasons for seeing such a sharp break between late an­
tiquity and the Middle Ages. Indeed, he questions "why had modern civilization 
to be built up laboriously as something new on the ruins of the old, instead of be­
ing a direct continuation of it?" (23). However, most see a great continuity between 
these periods. He also does not adequately explain the relationship of the Christian 
worldview to all of this. Did Christianity foster new ideas, or did it retard devel­
opment towards modernity? He does admit that the Church played an essential 
role in this process, but does not elaborate on it. Further, not only does he not de­
fine modernity clearly, he argues that it begins as early as the twelfth century. 

The work is written with sweeping generalizations, which are not usually 
backed up with specific detail. However, Schiavone is reacting to the intense spe­
cialization in the discipline of ancient history, and has attempted to make a work 
accessible to a wider audience. In this, he has been successful, at least to a point. 
Certainly the reader must have at least a cursory knowledge of Classical history 
to make sense of many sections of the book. At any rate, it is a most thought-
provoking book. 

MARTIN HEINZELMANN, Gregory of Tours: History and Society in the Sixth Century, 
Christopher Carroll, trans. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001. Pp. xii 
+ 235. $59.95. 

Reviewed by Caitlin Corning, George Fox University 

This book is an analysis of the underlying themes and organization of the narra­
tives in Gregory of Tours's Ten Books of History. Heinzelmann argues Gregory did 
not plan to present an objective history of the Merovingian kingdoms, but that he 
chose and presented narratives in ways that upheld the aims of his work. Heinzel­
mann believes Gregory's main goal was the exploration of the relationship be­
tween the kings, bishops, and saints in promoting a Christian society and prepar­
ing the community of believers for the Last Judgment. 
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Heinzelmann's work is divided into four main sections. The first presents a 

genealogy of Gregory's family and examines his episcopacy from 538-73. The sec­

ond section analyzes the autobiographical elements of the Histories and how these 

fit into Gregory's aims for books v-x. Heinzelmann sees the theme of books v-vi 

as the "godless king," referring to the Neustrian King Chilperic, and his relation­

ship to the bishops, including Gregory. Books v-vi contrast with books vii-ix 

where the subject is the godly king Guntram of Burgundy and his positive associ­

ations with the bishops. Book χ is focused on the Last Judgment and the role of the 

ecclesia in history. Heinzelmann also explores the problems with Gregory's auto­

biographical statements, pointing out that Gregory alters or is silent about his role 

in many events in order to support the aims of a specific book or chapter. 

Section three of Heinzelmann's book looks at the genre, structure, and plan of 

the Ten Books of History overall. He argues that historians must approach the 

Histories as a unified whole. He convincingly presents the idea that the individual 

chapters are not linked by chronology, but by the theme of an individual book 

(115-19). In addition, he claims that historians need to pay much more attention to 

the role and function of the prologues and the epilogue. By examining these, it be­

comes clear that Gregory's "Christological and ecclesiological programme is the 

beginning, end and very essence of [his] historical writing" (128). 

Section four examines Gregory's ecclesia Dei. Here the author explores Greg­

ory's ecclesiastical aims and how these influenced the social and political messages 

in the Histories. Along with the partnership between the bishops and kings, an­

other of Gregory's goals is the "clericalization of society" in order to establish the 

kingdom of God (172-81). Heinzelmann believes that Gregory chose the narratives 

in the Histories to fit his "historical and theological projection of a true Christian 

society on the path to its eschatological fulfillment" (209). 

There are many strengths to Heinzelmann's work. His thesis is well sup­

ported and clearly argued. Christopher Carroll did an excellent job producing a 

translation that is straightforward and clearly conveys Heinzelmann's ideas. 

However, there are a few places where the work could have been stronger. First, 

the original German version of the book, Gregor von Tours (538-594): 'Zehn Bücher 

Geschichte', Historiographie und Gesellschaftskonzept im 6. Jahrhundert was finished in 
1992. The author chose to not update the work for the translation and clearly ex­
plains this in the forward. While it is understandable why he did not want to do 
major revisions to the book and he does add a postscript explaining his own work 
since 1992, it would have been helpful to have an updated list of publications on 
this topic since 1992 for those interested in further research on the topic. This could 
have been added at the end of the bibliography with the clear identification that 
these works were not used in Heinzelmann's book. 

The other problem with this work is that it is at times repetitive. Heinzelmann 
explores books v-x in section two with regard to Gregory's autobiographical in­
formation. These chapters are again examined in section three with concern to the 
structure of the work and the themes of the chapters. At times, ideas from books 
v-x have already been stated in section two and are presented again where they fit 
the new analysis. Restructuring the argument would have reduced the repetition. 

One other small suggestion has to do with section one. In this, Heinzelmann 
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discusses Gregory and his family. He includes a thirteen-page genealogical sum­
mary of twenty-one of Gregory's relatives. Much of this information could have 
been included in an appendix since the importance of these people is not yet clear 
to the reader. By the time many of these people are mentioned further into the 
book, the first section has to be referenced again. A rearrangement of this first sec­
tion would have produced a stronger introduction. This is not to ignore the valu­
able work Heinzelmann has done in providing short biographies of members of 
Gregory's extended family. 

These small complaints aside, this is an interesting and important work that 
presents a new way of looking at what Gregory was trying to accomplish in the 
Histories. I would highly recommend it to anyone whose research interests connect 
with Gregory of Tours and sixth-century Merovingian Gaul. 

NORA BEREND, At the Gates of Christendom: Jews, Muslims and "Pagans" in Medieval 
Hungary, c.lOOO-c.1300. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001. Pp. 340. 
$65.00. 

Reviewed by Willard W. Dickerson, III, Budapest, Hungary 

There is a relative dearth of material in English on the history of medieval Hun­
gary, so almost any contribution to scholarship in this field would be appreciated. 
Nora Berend's contribution is a very good one. In this book, she makes use of a 
wide array of sources (i.e., legal charters, papal and royal correspondence, arche­
ology, medieval historians and writers, rabbinic responsa, etc.) to give us a better 
understanding of the status that non-Christians (specifically Jews, Muslims, and 
the "pagan" Cumans) had within the Christian kingdom of Hungary during the 
reign of the Arpad House. 

Berend's study shows us that their status was often more complex than schol­
ars once thought. On the one hand, they were not completely excluded, or 
shunned, as some have argued. On the other hand, they were not fully included, 
or integrated, into Christian society. Each of these three groups was protected by 
law and had a legal status similar in many ways to that given other groups (i.e., 
German merchants) living within Hungary. Like other residents of the kingdom, 
they owned property, conducted business, and occupied a variety of ranks within 
society Jews, and, to a lesser degree, Muslims played an important economic role 
in Hungary. The Cumans and Muslims played an important military role. Yet, 
none of these groups was indispensable, and none of them filled these roles out of 
necessity. Also, all of them faced certain obstacles to full integration into Hun­
garian society. 

Although Berend focuses on the status of non-Christians, her study also gives 
us important insight into the complexities of Hungarian society as a whole. For ex­
ample, Berend shows how there was often a difference between the way that these 
non-Christian groups were viewed and treated by ecclesiastical authorities, by 
secular authorities outside of Hungary, and by the Hungarian king. In the three-
way power struggle between the Pope, Emperor, and lesser secular authorities in 
the region (such as the King of Hungary), the presence of non-Christians within 
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