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OPIORES |

The Daily News i Longvlew, Washington Friday, February 8, 1985

—College basketball

It’s the Stone age at Fox
thanks to ‘the franchise’

By Mike Puckett
The Dally News

NEWBERG, Ore. — Every 10 often a college
basketball player comes along s0 spectacuiar that his
play spawns large ticket sales and championship
teasons, He i called “the franchise.”

Larry Bird was one, 50 was Lew Alcindor (Kareem
Abdul-Jabbar) and Ralph Sampson, And now there's
Kenny Stone.

Kenny Stone?

Backtrack a couple of years and you may
remember a tall, skinny kid who spent most of his
Tuesday and Friday nights during the winter, slapp-
ing down opponent's shots and lightlng up the
scoreboard for the Winlock Cardinals.

In his four years st Winlock, the 6-foot-8 center
rewrote the school's record book. He was named the
most valuable player of the Cowlitz Division of the
Southwest A League his senlor season. That year he
was aiso tabbed by The Daily News as the MVP for
schools class B through AAA.

From Winiock, the heavily recruited 5tcae :hose

George Fox College, a small Christlan, four-year

school here In Newberg. :

Stone’s success with the Cardinals is being
duplicated at Fox. So much so, that the super
sophomore of the National Association of Inter-
collegiate Athletics Bruins has been labeled “The
Franchise.”

“l don't consider myself a franchise,” Stone said k
“last Saturday after hitting a short jumper with six

seconds to piay to give the Bruins a 52-50 homecourt
win over Western Baptist,

I just consider myself another Bruin. There are 13
guys here and they all contribute, The thing about
this team {s that one night someone can really be off
and someone else can pick up the slack and have a
good game."

One look at his statistics and game performances
and it's easy to see why Coach Mark Vernon and the
Bruin athletic department are so high on Stone.

As a part-time starter his freshman season, Stone
led the Bruins in career fleld ﬁoal accuracy. He hit
117 of 198 shots, a .501 mark. He also led t{e NAl
District 2 {n blacked shots with 72, aimost double the
next highest,

This season Stone has connected on 134 of 223 shets
for a .801 mark. More shots and more baskets have
glven Stone a 18.5 average, tops for the Bruins gnd
the district’s No, 4 scorer. He also leads the ufund in
rebounds with & 7.8 average (efghth in the distrist)

and s third in steals (55) and fourth in assists (43;.
Those numbers have helped the Brufnstoa {7-3 mark
this season, their best ever,

“We're on top right now and we'd like to stay
there,” said Stone, '"We've got & good road m? com-
ing in about two weeks where we play the College of
Idaho which is right behind us in second. If we can
Flay well on that lrir. we have a realistic shot at do-
ng well In the district playofts and going to Kansas
City for the nationals.”

Stone's success surprises him. The switch from the
do-everything man at Winlock to just one-of-five at
George Fox has been easfer than he thought.

“‘The style of play here is a little more intense, and
it 1s not quite as physical as I thought it would be,™
sald Stone. “‘On defense, coach told me 1 got away
with a lot. That I was able to just stand behind a guy
and walt till he shot and then block it. Now I've got to
work more on defense. I still can block shots, but not
asmany."”

Nevertheless, he leads the team and the district in
blocked shots with 67. His one-and-a-half season total
£f 122 has hettered the schoo! career mark of 121 set
by Hille van der Kooy in 1579-s1,

“Rebounding and free throws are two areas that
have room for improvement,” said Stone of his play.
“I set a goal early this season to hit 10 rebounds a
game. I'm not quite there, but I don't see myself as

- not performing well in that area. I just see that

everyone else is getting rebounds aiso. They're all

performing well, But I can do better. And I will. I've
. gottwo more years, two more summers.”

While he leads the team in field goal accuracy,
Stone is close to the bottom in free-throw precentage
at 69 percent.

“Confidence plays a big part for me when it comes
to free throws,”" he said. “I've really been struggling
a lot in that part of my game. [ hope that maybe I'll
have a couple of good games in a row at the line and
build the confidence."’

He's on track to challenge two of the Bruins' all-
time great basketball players — Paul Cozens (1974-
78) and Randy Dunn (1981-84) — in several record
catagories. Both were all-everything and both were
draft cholces of the Portland Trall g\a:en‘ Cozens'
Bruin jersey isretired,

Stone wouldn't mind seeing his No. 24 right next to
Cozens' 44 in the school’s trophy case. '] don't really
think about that," Stone said. "'It wou'd be & honor.
But I've still got a lot of time to go. It wou'2 be nice
.. .whoknows,"

Tonight, Fox entertains Warr Tt Pacifl-
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¢ With the district’s best players.
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George Fox Brums
find best of times
in new ‘Stone Age’

ByMNOLEN :

| of The Oregonienstal .

. Around the George Fox College
campus in Newberg, there's already

.talk of the “Stone Age.”

. Kenny Stone is the reason.

. Stone is a 6-foot-6 center on the
*Bruins

. basket- ’ ‘

all Notebook
‘that,

-when' its record reached 15-3 last
. week, surpassed the best start ever for
: & GFC basketball squad.

+ The “Stone Age” is under way be-
"cause Stone is a superb sophomore in
: every sense of the word.

:  He went into last week as the No. 4

‘ + scorer in the 15-team National Associa-
“tion of Intercolleglate Athletics Dis-
 trict 2, averaging 18.9 points per game,

'He also was the district's eighth-lead-

' ing rebounder, 7-7, and was fourth in
fneld-goal shooting percentage at 60
! percent.

+ “There's no doubt he’s an offensive

: player,” Bruins coach Mark Vernon

' : said. “But he's an amazing all-around
; player as well. You look at his scoring

{ and rebounding averages, but there are

+ all the other things he does so well.” -

;  Stone also leads his team in blocked
: shots with 60 and is third in both as-

: sists (39) and steals (49).

Bates,” Vernon said, “but I would take

Stone. The best thing about him is his

desire to win. He is very intense.”
Stone, a 19-year-old from Winlock

(Wash.) High School, was the most val- .

uable player for the Southwest Wash-
ington A League Cowlitz Division. And
a newspaper named him the MVP of all
players in Class B through AAA
schools in Southwest Washington.

He was most valuable in Vernon's
mind long before that.

“[ got his name in his sophomore
year,” Vernon said. “The first time I
- went to see him, I knew he would be
the’player. He had such great hands

“Vernon said he “told some people
that by his (Stone’s) sophomore year
here, he'd take over. I don’t think they

beheved me. I think they believe it

now.”

It'’s hard to believe the Bruins could
replace Randy Dunn, who graduated
last year as the school’s No. 2 career
leader in both scoring and rebounding.

“This is no knock on Randy,” Ver-
non said, “because he got so much out
of what talent he had. But I think
Kenny is a much hetter all-around
player.”

“Kenny is like Clyde Drexler in a
way. You member their points. If
Clyde Drexler scores four points or 20,

you remember them because he’s speé- :

'a His 1%%-season total of 132 blocked - tacular. Stone is the same way.

! shots already has surpassed the school

: career mark held by Hille van der -

i Kooy, who was 6-10.

Defensively, Stone plays inside,
» where his quick hands play a big part
; in his rebound and steals totals. .
i But on offense, he’s involved in the
:Brums motion offense. “He's like a
t small forward,” Vernon said, “but
i when he’s far away from the hoop,
he’s not much of a factor.”
+ Vernon mentioned Lebro Bates of

R

liamson of Western Baptist — both 6-6
forwards ~— when comparing Stone

Bates is second in district scoring,
averaging 21.8, while Williamson leads

> in rebounds with a 9.9 average and

S
N

leads the Salem college in scoring at
! 16.5. Bates is almost impossible to stop
‘ itzside down low. o
+ * “] personally like Williamson and

“He’s very special.”

: The Oregonian/BRENT
SUPER SOPHOMORE — Kenny Stone (35), George Fox Colle
foot-6 center, has carved out a niche as one of the top three pl:
NAIA District 2. He also has led Bruins to their best start ever.
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