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IIFBIS TRANSLATED TEXTil A HEATED AND lONG DEBATE IN THE SENATE 

FOllOWED THE PRESENTATION BY THE BElGIA' GOVERNMENT OF THE 

PRIORITIES OF ITS NEW AFRICAN POLICY. BRUSSELS' RELATIONSHIP WITH 

ITS FOR~ER COlONIES REMAINS PASSIONATE AND DELICATE. WHAT B':LGIAI-i 

FAMILY, SAID ONE PARliAMENTARIAN, DQES f,'OT HAVf SOMe KI~IO OF Lll~l' 

\liTH ZAIRE, R\/AND4, OR BURIJNDI' 

THE FOREIGN MINiSTER SAID THAT IT IS TIME TO TURN THE PAGE OF A 

POliCY THAT HAS OFTEN BEEN NEOCOlONIAl MID TO lET THE AFRICA~S TAI\E 

CHARGE 9F THEIR DEVELOPMENT AND DEF I Nf THEIR 0\/N PATH TOWARD 

DEMOCRACY. 

THREE ElEMENTS CHARACTEqlzE THIS NEW AFRICAN POliCY. BElSIUM 

WILl CONTIN~E TO PAY A LOT OF ATTENTION TO SOUTHERN AFRICA. FROM 

N0\1 ON 11 WILL FAVOR A MUL TllATERAl ACTION. AS FOR ZAIP.E, BRUSSELS 

DEPLORES THE FACT THERE IS STill NO SIGN OF INDEPENDENCf OF THE 

102135Z A332 01~979 AF9048 

KENGO GOVoRNMENT FROM PRESIDENT MOBUTU. BRUcSElS Will NOT RESUME 

!L cOCPERA.TiQN WITH KINSHASA BL'T WILL INSTEAD SnUIGTHEN ITS AID TO 

THE ZAIREA.N POPULATION THROIJGH NONGOVERNMENTAl ORGANIZATIONS. 

FINAlLY, BELGIUM wOULD LIKE TO DEVElOP oUBSTMHIALLY ITS 

COOPERATION WITH SOUTHERN AFRICA, PARTICULARLY S01JTH AFRICA .. SOME 

~P"AKERS VOICED CO~CERN THAT THESE NEW PRIORITIES MAY lEAD BELGIUM 

TO ABANDO~ IT~ THREE FORMER SOUTHERN AFRICAN COLO~IES AT THIS T!ME 

THAT THEY ARE EXPEqiF.NCII~G THE ~OST DRAMAT 1 C SITUAT'O~ IN THf 

C0 1H I NEI~T. 
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