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May 19, 1946,
Dear Mary and Ceclltee

Another week is sterted, and the first day of
{1t has gone except for the last four hours till midnight. It
hae been n pleasant day so far as weather ie conserned, and
I have Just finished a lelter to "arker and am writing to you
a® a very pleasant privilege. Mother has had a nap and hasg
been reading as I have been pounding this machine.

The past week has been marked by an exceptionally 1ire
teresting address at the Chaumber of Commerce, &n even mere ine
teresting one at the Hotary Club, =nd the primury election to
choose cendidates for the various offices to be filled mext-
fall. The republican candidate Lor congress had no opposition,
another wan had filed for the gubernatorial nowination, but
Snell, the incumbent, beat him nearly or quite 5 to 1; there was
no contest for the other state offices; JFmmett V. Gulley and
Bugene Marsh were rivals for the-nomination for state senator,

and bthere were four candidates for the two seats from this county

in the house. Gulley lost to larsh by 500 votee or so, which
most folks think wae a pretty good showing, considering that
Warsh has for years been in state politics, and was speaker of
the house during the last ssssion.

Lhe speaker at the Rotary Club kept everybody in a’ good
humor while he made a telling attack on the C.P.A., waich he
considers the caise of most of the economic ills of Lle country
today. He said he was seldom reminded of anything as he ap-
peared before an audience, but that as he looked at us he was
reminded (he did not understand just why) of a time when he
was abked to speak before the patients in an insane hospital.
He was getting well started in his address when a patient in
the back of the room stood up and shouted, '"Rottenl" Some-
what disconcerted, he went on with his speech, when the patient
again arose and shouted, "Very rotten " Continuing, though
feeling much disturbed, he saw this patient arise again and
shout, "Perfectly terrible!"™ Ie quit the platform, but as he
gtenped into the wings, the superintendent of the institution
said to him, "Mon't let the shouting of that patient disturb
you. He has been here for twenty years, and that is the first$
sensible thing he has said in all that time," '

e told of another time when he spoke before a big
club, and at the close of the mecting he was handed a check for
$50,00. He told the president of the club that he was not in
the habit of taking pay for his speeches, and would like to
donste the check to any project that the club was raising money
for. The president accepted the endorsed check, =nd then, the
speaker said, he wished to know for what the ¢club was raising
a fund, snd was informed that it was to secure better speakers
for the next year. :

' He said he knmew it was against the rules of Rotary to
advertiee in a Rotary me g, and so he would not do that, but
would Q:tly remark that nitn made cranes and other tractor
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they were open from 8 to 6 every week day. He said that some«
SR times he did do a bit of advertising inadvertantly., Once he
: mentioned the Parker fountain pen, and Lhe next day received
| a fine Parker pen as a present. At another time he wentioned
the Btetoon hat, and got a fine new hat as a present the next
~day. And he closed that "paragraph’of his talk with the words,
‘Don't you think that the Cadillac automobile is a very fine carf?"

Well, that wos the style of his humor, of which I have

Just given you samples, Most of his talk was dead serious, and
he mentioned a number of things that made one think of what
Bumble said about the lew. "If that's the purpose of the law,
the law is a ass, a idiot." One example he gave was that of
the Jentzen Knitting Mills in Portland. The O.,P.A. required
them to meintain the prices of 1941, which they could not do ;
without heavy loss, in view of the increased cost of labor and
material. B8o they abandoned the things they were then manue
facturing in 1941, =nd took up new lines on which they did not
have a cost structure and for which they could charge a price
that would make them & profis., Other firms have taken up the

| iines thut Jantzens had in 1941, ana because they dio not have

| a cost structure at that time, they are selling the same stuff
that jantzens used to make ot twice the price that the Jantzens
could charge for it if they were manufacturing it now. (I know
that the U.2.A. put a $9.00 price on Louis Hulit's ola {ir wood
when others were being allowed to sell it for $15.00, and one
man was piling it up in "units" for which he charged $1.00 a
unit, which got him far above the 315,000.)

1 remember an amusing thing in anqther address that I
heard recently, nearly 2ll of which was very serious, dealing
with the subject of rubber, from the tree to the Lire or other
final product. This speaker was telling of the way in waich a
certain Scotchman had made much of an invention made by a man
of another nationality. "That's the way with the Scotch", said
this speaker. "An Irishman inventcd the bagpipe and gave it to
a bgotechuan ane told him it was a musical instrument -- and the
Scotch have not faught on yet."

Vell, T did not intend to rample‘on about the past, It .
seems as if the future is shaping up pretty definitely for the
next month.

Tomorrow I spppose I shall attend the Chamber of Com=
merce luncheon, and in the afternocn, if he wants to do it, I
, think I shall take William Pribbenow, our pastor, for a trout

fishing trip in the vicinity of Fairdale on the North Yamhill ot

; river. (If he does not want to go Monday, I may take him Tuese gL -
i day afternoon.) Vednesday I drive bto Sisters, a maiiter of 190 ‘f
N . miles or so, for the commencement address bthere that night. %
2 - Thursday I hope to spend fishing with Lloyd Baker - there is p
supposed to be some very fine fishing in that section. Friday :%

Y 1 eshall probably come home by way of Albany, where I must call
RN on an elderly woman who wants to $urn over Lo me some thousands

. of dollars for use in the temperance cause in some way or other, 5

go in and see Dr. Coffen again Vednesday --
and that is her firet chance to see him, and
not be here to go with u:il Then I get
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go to Woods, and epend some time n»t Il TeePee., There are two
weeks then till the commencement exeroimes begin, Commence-
went iteelf 18 on the 1lth. Yearly Meeting committees and boards
meet on the 1lAth and lgth, and yearly meeting proper opens on

the 14th, continuing through the 18th or perhays the 1l9the

How I wieh 1 could look forward to the annual gathering
with the pleasant anticipations that one ought to have when ape
proaching such « reilgiocum session. DBut I feel 8o deeply the
undercurrente of intrigue, opposition, factionalisem and all
such things that I confese I look forward to the yearly meeting
with & mesgure of dread nnd apprehension, and when it is over
I am relieved that no more harm was done, even if I have to ade
mit that [ cannot see where any great amount of good was done,

Theugh consistent, long continued and successful efforts
have been token to eliminate me from every position of respone
sibility, 1 still feel responsible for whatever I can do to
try to keep things in the right channel. . If you wented Lo find
my name in the yearly meeting's list of officers and commjtiees,
you'd look in the list of wiuisters =-- I thought that that was
the only place it is in the book, but 1 find. that 1 am on the
Pacific College Corporation list -- for one year only. They'll
probably remove me from that at this yearly rmeeting. Ousted
from the clerkship, dropped from the superintendency of peace,
replaced un the evangelistic and church extension bourd, re=
moved from the executive comuittee, I suppose they consider me
now demoted at least to the rank of "buck private in the rear
ranks." Dut I shall have something to say when business comes
up that seems to me to need my voice. If it does nothing else,
it will put me on record, sc that if and when things get straight-
ened out, it can be remembered that at least one man was right
when the yearly meeting went wrong.

Some of those things are coming about from time Lo time, :
though I do not know just how much is reslized by any but the _
few on bthe 'insidee - The mess that the yearly meeting got into ° A
in Seattle was caused by action thnat never had oy approval. :
Work has been started in places where there was litile or ne
chance of success, and the work hes died miserably. Only in
a few instances hes my counsel been taken to start where there
is a real chance and a2 real need, =nd to put enough support and
a strong enough man there to get something done. The rapidly
growing work in and around lledford is an example of what can be
done when handled right, while Oretown, Sprague River, Seattle,
(Dorothy Lee's meeting which Oregon sponsored and organized
in violation of ‘its promise) and other places are examples of
the other sort of policy. The withdrawal from the Five Years
Meeting, from the ‘merican Friends Board of Missions und from
the /merican Friends Service Comnittee were effected over ny
protest; and even the last struggle that hae come 80 near to 5
wrecking the ceollege found its occasion in the request for a '
gift of %25,000,00 from the yearly meeting, which I advised
against when asked, but my advice wae disregarded. (Later the
board withdrew ite request, but Lhc damage was done Dby that
time, and I-don't know how it can ever be repaired.)

5 ' The college campus looks & bit as if it had been arranged

GTRY "ﬁj a eyclone, Three units of federal housing for ex-service
- men are going qp:gpulh!,npu&h;nnd of the campus, along with
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