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SOME -
REASONS
European State,

To the POWERS of EUROPE,

By an Univerfal Guarantee, and an Annual
Congrefs, Senate, Dyet, or Parliament,

To Settle any Difputes about the Bounps and RIGHTS
of PRINCES and STATES hereafter.

With an Abftra&t of 2 SCHEME form’d by King Henry the
Fourth of France, upon the fame Subjedt.

And allo,

A PROPOSAL for a General Council or Convocation of all
the different Religious Perfwafions in Chs :ffendosz, (not to
Difpute what they Differ about, but) to Settle the General
Principles they Agree in: By which it will appear, that they
may be good Subjeds and Neighbours, tho’ of different Ap-
prehenfions of the Way to Heaven.

In order to prevent Broils and War at home, when foreign

Wars are ended. .
S

And sbove all things, bave fervent Charity among your felves :
for Chas aty fball cover the multstude of Sins, 1Pet.4q. v.8.

LONDO N: Printed Amo 1710,
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- TO
A N N E.
QUEEN of Grear Britain, &c.

Great Princefs,

YR O W NS have Cares fufficient in the
4 Beft of Times, and the Dangers from

reconciled Enemies, as well as -from the Mi-

under(tandings that may fall among Alljes, is no
{mall Addition to them; therefore what Expe-
dierits that can be offered to Prevent them, will
at this Jun&ture be the more Seafonably made,
which hath given Occafion to this Eflay for a
General Guarantee, for Eftablifhing the Uni-
ver(al Peace of Europe, and more Efpecially
that of the Bri:fb Monarchy, in the Hands
of the Queen ; Whofe Eafy Government and
Tendernefs to HerSubjelts, fixes Her Throne
in their Hearts, and Her Prudence and Wif~
dom among all Her Allies, Crowns Her with
Renown in their Courts. ‘
And as it will add greatly 'to' the Crown’s
Security anid Nation’s Peacé, fo it will be a
great Acquirement to the Glory of the Queen,

A 2 if
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if to the Union of Scotland (which for feveral
Ages had in vain been Attempted) She will
Pleafe to Ufe Her endeavours for Uniting the
Powers of Exrope in one peaceable Settlement,

By which the Kingdoms and States thereof -
may among themfelves, raife fuch a Legal Ju-
risdiCtion, as may peaceably decide all their
future Difputes, according to what Original
Contratt they fhall make, as well as the Ten
Saxony, Welch, Scotch and Irifb Kingdoms, are
now happily United in one Government, to
the Saving of much Humane Blood, which was
formerly frequently fpilt in their Difputes,
as is yet too much Ufed in feveral -Parts of
Furope ; Which that it may be Prevented for
the Future, ( Great Soveresgn ) is the hearty
Withes and prefent Endeaveur in thefe Reafons
humbly prefented to the Queen by Her Faith-
ful Subjet ; - -

Who prays, That the Peace of God and the
Protection of bus boly Angels may be with
- Hery and the Spirit of oy for Her prefent
Mourning 5 and that with o Long and Pro-
[perous Reign on Earth, She may bave an
Affurance and Earneft of future Glory, until
She arrives to the full fruitian and Crown
Eternal in the Hedvens. < .~
| © John Bellers.
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Lords and Commons-

OF ;
GREAT BRITAIN,
;‘J IIH PARLI A ME NT A{Témbled. \

T H E.. Deluge of Chriftian Bliod,, and she vaft
Treafure which have been Spent to procure
the Expeled Peace 5 is.a mofi powerful Argus
meuk. of  the Nece[fity when made, that 1t may

3

be Perpesual of poffible. .~ ., y
Who can be more Senfible of the Happine[s
of it than your Selves, whift you bave born_fa
much of the Burthen of the War @ Ca
If.ibere fbould be as many Seffions. of Pur-
Lament [pent to. find out * fuch an. Accepiable
Expedient as wonld fix the Peace to Iggmg.
tuity y as_there bath been 1o, Procure . it, ot
would be Tume well [pent'5 tho’y I hope, much
fewer. wil do . A
A, Guarantee. amopg the. prefent Confederates,
as wm the. Addrefs of youri Augufi Affembly to.
the Queen 15 bighly Neceflary; Tet o General.
ane. through all. Europe will make. st much more.

” Effedlualy
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EffeSual, whil'& every Prince and State baving
the Benefit of ity they will all account it thewr
Intereft t0-pave it Inviolably kept 5 with fuch
Addirional Arvicles of Agreenient s may make

st more lafling than Guarantees ufually are.
Now confidering -the Endeqvour- and -Dang er
there. m@l‘ée‘-bﬁff@@ng %&:y‘,ei?ﬁdén&) the
prefent Confederacy, which they could not other-
wife Subdye, Efpecially if any fuiure Difputes
Jbould arife among the prefent Ales, abour the
Honowr of Princes, the Bownds of .Cowntries; vr
the Trade of ibeir Subjeds, &¢. 'Foi‘-@v.’r}.viq?.i
Reafon, I bumbly Propofe as one' Expedient ;
That by fufficiemt Articles of Agreement among
she prefent Confederates, T hey provide fome o
pream Court 1o decide “thesr future Difputes
<without Blood 3 Such o FurifdiGion [eeming: a5
needful as any Borrter ‘ogmmfl the moSt Pubs
bick Enemys It being Unity among themfelves
that will keep them Strong and Steady 1o Sup-
port their Outworks or Barriers. :
- Whil'f for want of fome [uch Furifdition to
Extinguzfb thofe fmall Sparks, Holland may
come to think it [elf under a Neceffity to [eek the.
Alliance and Proteion of France again, and the
Cautionary T owns and Barriers m? change Stdes
at Once ; as them in Flanders did at the Death
of the lare King of Spain, from whence muy

arife
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awrife. o frefp War.more Fatal than the pre
[fent, awvbich to Prevent 15 the Endeavour of this
Eﬁf@; ; And, to Ufe the Words of King Henry
the Emrtb af France, and. bss. Affoczates , to
the then King of Spaln upon the [ame 9ejign

Itm‘

HOLY PIOUS CHARITABLE
GL@RIOHS cmdPROFITABLEto
all Chnﬁendom

i the, Couneilof State dnlolland, on rbe
?reamble to ther late. Smte of thelWary De-
clare That the Power .of Fraice 15 fo Formir
dab1<= and that forme1 Barriers and Guaran~
tees have been {o infnfficient, againtt. the Pre-
tenfions of that Crown, That the other Princes
and States C A NN O T cover Themfelves
againft her I NPV .AS10 N Sy without a Mu-
tual League and UNTQ N which they {iy
is ta be Wlﬂledand END EﬂVO URED
after the Peace, in Emitation of the UNJON
called- FOEDUS SACR;CLM for EVER :
which is between the Emperor and. the Re-
Pubhck of Venice againft the Turks.

With Submifion 30 the Powers concerned , the
Jooner at can yqﬂib{y be [t an oot .the better ; the

rejerzt Difficultres and @zﬁwﬂe; they are m, wrill
make them the more wiklling to Confolzdate and’
I Cement
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Cemeny together, whil’ft little Panthilio’s of Cere-
monies and Honour in a tume of Peace | may be
raifed into great Obflrufions. ~The [everal Pro-
vinces of Holland, as well as the Cantons of Swit-
zerland, were the eafier and firmer Settled and
Strengthened, bybeing United i Perilous T ines.

- If the prefent Confederates begin dmoig T hern-
Jelves , and then Invite into it all the Neutral
Powers, it will drow on the Peace the fafler
(of not made before) and the more incline France
2t Self to come into 1ty by which that Kingdom
will veap the Blefling of a lafiing Peace, which
their pgefent King’s Grand-father bad formerly

ropofed. : -

d -.%(beingLaw to my Countries Welfare (as my
feveral Eflays about the Poor were) and the good
of Mankwmd in General, Unity and not Divifion,
Peace and not War, that bath led me to-write on
ihis Subjed ; So I bope for your favourable Con-
ftruttaon of any Expre(fion in it foall feem to be too
flgbtly Guarded. -

The only Wife God, Ommipotent and Eternal
Protect you, and incline your Hearts to [eck, and
give you Ability to Accomplifb, whatr may be for
the Peace and Happine[s of your. Selves and your
Poflerity, andall Europe, i this and all fucs
ceeding Ages. Amen, * ¢

John Bellers,



REASONS

EOROPEAN STATE.

To the Powers of EUR OPE.

O U are as Vice-Roys to the great King of Heaven:
and Earth, to whom yon muft be accounptable, for
the Well»Governing of t}xe many Millions of your-

Fellow Creatures, and Subjedis '

Your Stations are High and Honourable among Mortals,.
and as you fulfil the Will of your Principal, the Sove-
reign Lord of all Nations, Glorious will be your Rewards
in Heaven, \

Many and Gredt are the Bleflings to Prinee and People,
where the Subjefts are Governed in Peace; But Oppreflion-
and War tend to the Poverty and Ruine of Both. ,

If we may fuppofe that this War fince 88 hath Coft
the Fi ench Crown 12 Millions Sterling a Year.

B in
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. In 21? l;lears ﬁl }clqmes to — ?R_i —-d - 240 Millions,
or which 12 ionsa Year, if Reckon’d at “ye
6 per Cent. the Intereft comes to — — —§ 2°° Milliops.

Which in all make — — — == — —— 440 Millions.

And befides that, they have loft 30 Thou-]
{and Men a Year at leaft; that in 20 Years
comes to éoo Thoufand, which if valued
at 200 /. 2 Head, which every able Man and ;120 Millions.
his Pofterity may be Efteemed to add tothe] -~ -
Value of the Kingdom at 10/ 2 Year a Head,
at 20 Years Purchafe, comes t0 — ~— w= —

-

Every Man paying or {fpending Yearly one with the other, 102
aHealg, as by the following Computm{on I
S -

To the Crownfor Cuftom, Excife, &¢ — o 10 o '
To Rent for Houfing or Land ~= — ~— 2 10 ogar more

To the Makers of Clothing == — — 2 "10 o
To the Raifers of Food == == — = — 4 10 O

inall 10 co o z Yesr,

C——

‘Whichat 20 Years Purchafe, comes to 200/

But where there is no Men, there canbe no Money, nor
Women, nor Children, nor Xingdom ; but a Land without
Iphabitants.

From which, may be obferved, That 440 Millions (be-
{ides the Men loft) at 20 Years Parchafe, would Bauy 22
Mllions a Year Rent ; which is Four or Five times as much
as the ufual Revenues of the Crown of Framce, in time of
P:ace ; Therefore if it had got by Congqueft, the Revenues of
Four or Five, fuch Crowns, with this Expence, it had been
no great Gainer. .

And the éco Thoufand Men may be reckoned double or-
treble the Number France hath now in Arms: Befides the

many Thonfands of Refugees, whom Severities have frighted
-into Foreign Countries.

What an Addition of Riches, Strength and Honour to the
Crown of France,wonld fuch a Body of Men, and Extraor%mary
umm
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Summ of Money have given, if they had been imploy’d in
Improving the Country, inftead of being wafted in War ;
fuch Strength and Treafure would have much inlarged the
Cities, Towns and Villages, and raifed the Wafte Lands and
Forefts into Gardens and Vineyards, almoft to Doubling the
Value of the Kingdom.

Or what Colonies, Provinces, and a Kingdom might fuch
a Number of Men, €¢. have planted, if they had been fet-
led in America ¢ Where the Lands want Inhabitants, and
the Fruitful Earth wants Tillage , and thofe Dark Corners
of the World want the Light of the Gofpel of Peace.

France is 2 Large Country, and in a good Climate, and
Populous, with a People well Civilized, Induftrious, inclined
to all forts of Arts and Sciences with a Prince, a great In-
courager of Learning ) o

How happy would that Nation be in the Advantagesit hath
of fome of its Neighbours, and how bright would be its Mo-
narch’s Rays, were they not clouded with War Abroad,
nor Severities to his Diffenting Subjefts at Home?

Then the Iucreafe of Learned Men would found forth
his Praife, and the Tranquility of his Subjeéts, greatly in-.
large their Number. ,

But on the Contrary, thofe Methods which deftroy the
Subjets, or leflen their Liberties, return Hatred, inftead of
Honouy, and Clouds, inftead of Brightnefs upon the Memory
of fuch a Prince. '

And what hath been a Lofs to France, hath been the fame
to the Reft of the Kingdoms and Countries of Exrgpe (that
are under the fame Circumftances) in Proportion to the Men
and Money which they have fo fpent.

It would be much more Glorious for a Prince to Build
Palaces, Hofpitals, Bridges, and make Rivers Navigable,
and to mcreafe the Number of his People, than by pouring
out Humane Blood as Water, to Invade his Neighbours.

Wil the Honour of Appointing a Governour or a Vice-Roy
to a Piovince or Kingdom, be an Equivalent to the Hazard,
Expence, and Caie 1n gaining them (if not difappointed }
which Expence and Care, muft in part be continued to pre-
vent the Surprize of Jealous Neighbouss,

B 2 THE
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THE

PROPOSAL

HA T at the next General Peace, theie fhould be
' Settled an Univerfal Guarantee, and an Annaal Con-
' grefs, Senate, Dryet, or Parliament, by all the Princes
and States of Exrope, as well Enemues, as Neuters, joyned as
one State, with a renouncing of all Claims upon each other,
with fuch other Articles of Agreement as may be needful for
a Standing Exropean Law 5 the more Amicably to Debate,
and the better to Explain any obfcure Articles 1 the Peace,
and to Prevent any Difputes that might otherwife raife a
New War in this Age, or the Ages to come ; by which, every
Prince and State will have all the Strength of Eurgpe to
protet them in the Poflefion of what they fhall Enjoy by
the next Peace,

But in the mean while, it’s the Intereft of the prefent Con-
federates, to_begin it among themfelves 5 But Exrope being
under feveral Forms of Government, and every Country be-
ing apt to Efteem their own Form beft , It will require time
znd Confideration among the Powers concerned, to draw
fuch 2 Scheme as will Suit the Difpofitions and Circumftan-
ces of them all.

The feveral Methods ufed by the German Dyets, the Union
of the Provinces of Holland, the Cantons of Swirzerland, the
Natare of Guarantees, with the Model of Hezry the Fouth,
and the Fadus Sacrum between the Emperor and Venice, thew
that Sovereign Princes and States may be United (to Prote&
a General Peace) yet with the Prefervation of their Sovereign’s
Rights at Home.

All which confidered, I will Propofe one Thought towards
this Great Defign, 72z, That Exsope fhould be divided into
100 Equal Cantons or Provinces, or {o many, that every So-
vereign Prince and State may fend one Member to the Senate
at leaft : And that each Canton fhould be appointed to raife a

- : Thoufand
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Thoufand Men, or Mon?r, or Ships of equal Valueox Charge
upon any Publick Occafion (or any other Number that may
be thought beft). And for every Thoufand Men, €7¢. thateach
Kingdom or State is to raife, fuch Kingdom or State fhall
have a Right to fend fo many Members to this Exropean Se-
nate ; whofe Powers and Rules thould be firft formed by an
Original Contra&t among thewr Principals.

By which means, the Princes and States of Ewrope may
{ettle all the Difputes among themfelves, without Blood or
Charge, and prevent the Rafh from fuch Difmal Adventures
as are the Confequences of War, whilft they muft know that
every Man in the Senate, hath 1, 2 or 3 Thonfand Men to
back what he concludes there.

Which is one Reafon why the Members in the Senate (hould
be in Proportion to the Strength. of the Country which the
reprefent ; That the Strong may not refufe to Affociate with
the Weak, to preferve the Publick Peace : And whilff Con-
queft ufually goes with the moft Numerous as Strongefl, they
cannot expet an Equaller Sentence by the Sword, than what
fuch a Senate will give, Nor {o juft.

Becaufe that Aflembly muft go by Arguments (and not
Scimitars) grounded upon Reafon and Juftice, and the
Major part of the Senate not being interefted in the difpute,
will be the more inclined to that Side which hath moft
Reafon with it : Whilft the Greateft Monarchs in time
of Peace own themfelves Subjefts to the Soveraignty of
Reafon.

Butin War, that Sovereign is Dethron’d and Stript, with
Fire and Sword, and Attended with Peflilence and Famine,
and all other Mifchiefs that can befall Mortals; for then
the Enquiry is not, where is Juftice? but where they can
make the greateft Spoils and Ruine upon their Enemies ?

Now confidering Exrope as one Government, every King-
dom and State may be Iimited what Tioops or Ships of War
~ they may keep up, that they may be difabled from Invading
therr Neighbours, for without it, the Peace may be littie
better than a Truce, 1f than a Ceflation of Arms; for be-
fides the Hazards of fudden Surprizes, The Multitude of
Troops that every State will keep up to Watch their Neigh-

hours, will leave them the Third Year of the Peace (f 1t a}’c
1a
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fo long) under little lefs Expence than they were at the firfk
Year of the War; Confidering the Charges of thofe Nume-
rous Treops added to the Intereft they muft Pay for the Vaft
Debts this War will leave them in.

As the Continvance of Peace is of the Utmoft Confequence
toth to Prince and People, nothing that is needful for fuch a
Unrion can be too much for a Prince to give up for it.

Tue unlimited Will of Monarchs, to Invade their Neigh-
bours, is no more a Privilege to them, than it weuld be for
their Subjedts to have Liberty to deftroy each other; which
is to reduce the Earth to a Defart.

But as there is a2 Neceflity for raifling Governments in
Towns and Cities, for preferving the Rights and Properties
of their Inhabitants, bya Peaceable deciding their Difputes,
and for the fame Reafon (and defence againft their Common
Enemies) to join Counties and Provinces into Kingdoms and
States.

So the Advantages would be the fame and greater to the
Kingdoms and States of Exrope, if fuch an Union can be rai-
fed by them for deciding of any Dafputes which may hap-
pen among themfelves 3 That for the future there may be a
full Stop to the Effufion of Chriftian Blood, which hath
often been poured out upon {mall Occafions of Offence,

Let any Treaty be fet a-foot that 1s poflible, fome Prince
or State will complain, whether the Byrenncan, Weflphalia, or
that of AMunfler, Aix le Chapelle, Refwick, or the Treaty of
Partition, or any other that ever was.

There can be no righting the People that have been ruined
and defiroyed by War, nor the Princes they have belonged
unto, and the longer the War continnes, Injuries will be the
more increafed ; for War always ruines more People than it
raifeth , and the Rights of both Princes and People are befk
preferved in Peace. '

Therefore the beft Expedient that can be offered, is fuch
a Settlement, as will prevent’adding more Injuries by War,
to thofe Irreparable ones already paft: After the prefent
Difputes are fettled in the bet Manner that Time and Cir-
cumftances will admit of.

For as there was hardly ever more Blood fpilt in Exrope
i any War, nor fo much Money fpent as hath been to mah.e

tnis
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this expeted Peace, fo it would be molt unaccountable, to
renew this War again, with expetation, to make any amend-
ment to {fuch a Powerful (and therefore Final) Deciflion, that
Enrope will be under when the General Peacefhall be made.

Happy will thofe Princes and States be, who fhall be In-
ftruments, in {etling {uch a Peace in Chriftendom; for as it
will the better fecure their Governments here, 1t will give
them the greater affurance of Crowns eternal hereafter.

Peace on Farth, and good will towards Men, was the Song
Sung by the Choir of Angels, at our Saviours Birth: Soa
Peacable difpofition, is a qualification of all that fhall be fit
for their Society, and of thofe Kingdoms, that {hall become
the Kingdoms of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift.

The Peace of God be with you, and his Councel guide you,
arid make the Earth by your means, like the Garden of Eden;
that the Woolf may dwell with the Lamb, and the Leopard
lie down with the Kid, and the Lion eat Straw like the Ox;
and that there may be no deftroyer there.

-

To the Councellors and Mimflers of State, of
the Kingdoms and Stares of EUROP E.

AS Peace gives Plenty, and Riches to thofe States tliat
"\, Enjoy it, fo it gives Security and Honour, to thofe
Princes and States-men that Govern them. But as War ha-
zards Crowns, fo every difficulty they fall under, fhakes, if
not throws down, thofe Minifters that fet at Helm, for
whether their management be defeCtive or not, the People
Cry them up, or Run them down by their Succefs, that be-
ing the'Standard, by which they Judge of Statemens Abilix
ties Peace giving Riches to Princes, they can be more free
to their Favourites, and there will be the more leifure for
Enjoymg thofe gifts, and Exerting thofe faculties, for the
Cornfort and Happinefs of their own Country ;5 which ufed to
be fpent in Circumventing, and Ruining other States, where
the Gainers themf{elves, are near undone wath their V;&oriebs,

v

-~
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by their great cxpenfe of Blood and Treafure, and the Mafs
of Debts, fuch a War leaves them in, Peace being feldom
made, when once broke between Princes, until both fides
are diftrefs’d, only with this difference, that he which 1s
neare:t Ruine, mufl firft afk for Peace.

Bur as War 1s the greateft Mufery which attends Mortals,
fo Peace, with Indufiry and Vertue, brings all the Happinefs
that this World can give to 2 Country. And tho’ Youth,
whilft Healthy and Strong, are capable of many Diverfions,
yet-when Age, Sicknefs, or Death comes, the Confideration,
of having ufed hearty Endeavours, for eftablifhing Peace
among Men, and of doing good to ones fellow Subjects, will
then give greater Tranquility of Mind, than all the Favour
of Princes.

But as there cannot well he 2 more Univerfal good,
than a fuccelsful endeavour for Eftablithing fuch a Peace
among Chriftians; and as you will have a great {hare in -
bringing it about, when accomplifhed, So according as
your Endeavours are hearty therein, you may expe your
Reward in thofle promifes, which belong to the bleffed
Sons of Peace, and Charity in this World, and that which
1s to Come,

Never mention thofe Heathen Heroes, fuch as Alexandes,
Cefar, or Hannibal, for Patterns to be Imitated by Chriftian
Princes, who Sacrificed the Lives of Thoufands, to their
reftlefs Ambition, and Honour - But let the Holy Jefus, who
went about doing good, be the Examplefor all Chriftian Princes
- to Imitate, which will Increafe]their Subjects, and add, lafting
‘Glory to themfelves, and a happy Peace to both.

And befides the hazards of Countries and Crowns by War,
the Succels being unknown to Mortals; who knows what
Efforts, the Cries of the Souls of many Thoufands, who are
forced into, and defiroyed by War, may make.

If they are gone down to Defirudtion, it’s an Aggrava-
tion that they were hafined thither without Repentance,
And if they Died 1n the favour of Heaven, may they not.
(éry with a loud Voice, as the Souls under the Alter did ?
DL 6, VET 1T,

It
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It may beveckon’d, that there hath been deffroyed by
War, in thefe laft 20 years, in"all the Parts.of Europe,
feveral Millions of Men, and yoo Millions of Pounds Ster-
ling f{pent, befides the Widows and Orphans left Diftreffed,
and Towns, and Countries Ravag'd.

Then whether in a Thoufand, or two Thoufand years, or
le(s, there may not be as many People deftroyed by War
in Europe, as are now living in it; and whether at the great
Day of Judgment, where the moft fecret things fhall appear,
much more the moft publick; there will be any Crime fo
aggravated, as that of having been an Enemy to Settling
and Eftablithing the Peace of Europe, that might have pre-
vented the deftruction, of fuch a vaft body of Chriftians, as
then will appear, and Poffibly fome of them, may be of your
Pofterity, or near Relations, who otherwife, might have
made Great and Honourable Reprefentatives, in an European
Senate of Peace.

What Confiderations can be more Auful, Powerful, or
more perfwafive to Men, for them to ufe their utmoft Endea-
vours to avoid fuch an Impeachment at that Day.

Several Ages, have not produced a more Seafonable
time for fuch an Undertaking, than this, becaufe the Princes
of lgurope, have feldom been more weary of War, than at

retent.
P Nor have the Circumflances of the Xingdoms and States
more requir'd it, for the firmer Eftablithing of their feveral
Governments.

The Empire will be the better fecur’d, againft the Preten-
tions of the French, and Tarks.

England, againft the Attempts of France.

The French, againft thofe of their Neighbourys.

Spain, againft that of France.

Portugal and Hollend, againft that of Spain.

Sweedland, againft the Claim of Denmark; and

Denmark, againft that of Sweedland.

The Cantons of Switzerland, againft the Claim of the
Emperor. , .

The Princes and States of Iraly, againft the Pretentions of
their Powerful Neighbonrs.

C And
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And alfo prevent the Renewing of this deftru@ive War, a-
mong the Peles, AMlufcovites, and Sweeds.

By w tich, every Prince and State will be at Liberty, to .io-
nour God with their Governments, and Enjoy their Crowns,
and Dignities with Comfort, and Increafe their Revenues and
Subje@s, far bevord all the acquirements of War

But at the encing of War abroad, there bemg often, re-
viving of Amimofities at home, under the Notion of Reli-
gion, 1 would fav fomething to the Clergy of ail Perfiva-
fions, for allaying thefe Irreligious Heats for the future, If
that may be hoped for?

There being no neceffity, to force Crecds, but to perfwade
to Charity, in order to make a Kingdom profperous, Men
good Subjells to their Princes, and Friends to their Neigh-
bours. thof Countries and States thriving beft, where they
are moft Eafy abont Ceremonies, while the moft Rigid, are
much lefs Populous  Holuzd 1s an Inftance of the Firft, and
Spuin of the Latter.

T o the Bifbops, Confeflor s, Chaplans, Presbyters
DMraftes s, ,a;za’ I mc?aers 1 tbc’? ,Kz;zgdomf:
and States of EU R O P E.

" A S yoa ars accounted Fathers, and Elders, in the King-
dom: end Countries, vhere you dwell, {o let your hearty
endeavours f-r Eftablithing the publick Peace of Europe,
2¢d to you, the Honour and Happinefs, of being.efteemed 1n
Heaven, th> Cinliren of God

As voar prncipal Work, is to perfwade Men to Vertue,
and Charity, fo War, bcing the greateft defiance to them, 1t
1s the moft Oppofite to your Profetion, and therefore you
thould ufe your Intereft againft t, as your greatefll Enemy ;

thofe Chn{{lan Vertues, {hining brighteft in Peace.
How fhall the Rays of Chnihamty, Influence Turks and
Infdeis> vhen they fhall fee, that under the pretence of that
Religion,



[ 11 ]

Religion, it’s Profeflors fhall have the botteft Animofities and
Hatred, there having been far more Chriftian Blood fpilt,
by one another, than ever was {pilt, by the greateft of their
Heathen Perfecutors.

1f a Man lives but agreeable to the publick Peace, his Er-
ror 1n Opinion, cannot hinderabetter Chriftian from Heaven,
any more than Car’s Offering, leffen’d the Acceptance of
Abel’s with God; and when any Man’s Immoralities, or breach
of the Peace fhall make hun Culpable, the publick Laws will
Punifth him. .

Many Inftances thew, that different fentiments in Religion,
are not nconfiftent, either with good Neighbourhood, or
good Government, the fprefent Confederacy, and Congrefs
agamft France, being a full Inftance, that Reman Catholicks,
and Proteflants can unite, for their common Advantage and
Safety, and notwithftanding their different Principles and
Ceremonies, live 1n Peace one with another. '

The feveral States, and Principalities of the Em{ure of
divers Perfwafions, and the Cantons of Switzerland, with the
various Opinions 1 Holland, {hew that Property 1n Stock and
Land, may be enjoy’d by fuch, without Injury to the Go-

vernment they live under.
Proteflants and Roman Catholicks, hold a firm Friendfhip i

experumental Philofophy. Malpighius, tho’ an Iralien, and
Phyfitian to the Pope, was rece1v’d as a very acceptable Mem-
ber, of the Enghith Royal Socigty 5 and they, and the Royal
Accademy of Paris, tho’ of different Religions, yet Lament
the obftruction, that is given to their defired Correfpondence
by the War. , ‘

The, feveral Religious Orders of the Church of Rome, tho’
they differ in their Habits and I‘{ules,yét”tbey areunider their
head, the Bifhop of Rome as one body, 'anft ufually live,
amcably, in the\fame Kingdomis and” Crtgesy ‘

“Why jmay: oot Chanity, Prudetice, add Interelt, as well
yuite all Chrittians mider thele Great’ead, Cheslt Jofog
(who, they. all mggp)) and [;’?'a;ﬁ;é;the* y }hbﬁe ,diﬁéent, to féc}:
out thofe other things they dgree in, fortolive'in Friehdfhip,
rather than let thofe few \things they fow duffer ixff“"b‘lékr: ap
Contentagu and Hatred. ™ | . : £nst

w K)2H
] T4
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Whilft it is loving God with all our Strength, and our
Neighbour as our felves, that recommends Men to Heaven,
Faith, Hope, and Charity, bur the greateft of thefe 3s Charity,
1 Cor. 12 vern.I3.

The wifeft of Men, have a Profpect of many more Truths,
which they don’t underftand, than what they know, For
now we fee through a glafs derklys but then face to face + now
I Rnow in part. ver. 12.

Therefore, if Ignorance will damn a fincere good natur’d
honeft Man ; who can be faved? It wasthe Malice, more than
the Ignorance of the Pharifees, that ruin’d them, and Mus-
ther’d the Mefliah.

A Devil, can appear as an Angel of Light, and a ¥uduy,
may take up the Name, and all the Vifible Forms, of the
beft Religion in the World, Therefore 2 bare conformity
2o the beft Religion, makes no Man good , becaufe to be good
1s what neither Evil Spirits, nor Il Men can be.

Perfecution, to force conformity 1n Religion, as it’s ufelefs,
is alfo as dire@ly againft the Intent of Chriftiamty, as the
worft of the Heathen Principles, and Pradtifes; Plundering
Men, for Principles of Religion, is but offering Robbery for
a Sacrifice, and Racking them to Death, no better than offer-
ing of humane Blood.

Is any of the Difputed Opinions more Unchriftian, than
Murthers, Robberies, Rapes, and deftroying Towns and Coun-
tries, Prophaning the Name of God, and all manner of Evils,
which are the common Effe&ts of War ; as War is ufually
the Confequence of Perfecutions for Religion, which often
bring Convulfions,if not Revolutions in Xangdoms and States:
For as Suffering raifeth Pity, fo the Offended are ufually
much more numerous than the Sufferers. And when there 15
2 Body of Malecontents form’d, tho’ they be of different
Religions, they will feldom want a Head to Command them ;
a Teckly, a Ragotz: or a Cavaliere will be eafily found, Swir-
zerland, Holland, Bobemia, Hungary and the Cevenors, with
the many French Proteftants in the Armies of the Allies, afe
full Inftances of it, Let true Love take av&}ay but Irregular
Pafhons and undue Intereft, and Mankind will as Natuorally
agree to do good One to another, as Wax heated will Unite,
only different Opinions, without Offenfive Aétions, need n];)t

make
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make Men differ more than their; different Features, Statures
and Mein do; in all which every man differs from himfelf
very much between 7 and 70 Years of Age.

Truth is Strongeft, and will prevail, let it be fairly heard,
for a Falthood can never be prov’d to be true; Remove but
the Varwous Paflions that Cloud Men, and then Truth wiil
be difcovered by its own Light.

Impofmg Religion, withont reaching the Underftanding,
is not Leading Men to Heaven.

Men will not be Sav’d againft their own Wills : Neither
can a Man firmly believe what he is not convinc’dof. Where
Truths are Clear and Underftood 5 Astifts don’t differ about
them. There is no need of a Rack to force a Mathema-
tical Demonftration ; nor to make a Mechanick to be a good
Workman.

Torment may make a Man fay any thing ; tho’ he Abhor
his Profecutors at the fame time : But it will not open any
Truth unto him. Paffion and Pain bringing Clouds, in-
ftead of Brightnefs, to the Underftanding of Men. Yet do
but reach 2 Man’s Underftanding. and he cannot disbelieve
what he is convinced of,

Stars differ in Magnitude and Glory in Heaven, and alfo
Men differ in Brightnefs on Earth. In Heaven are many
Manfions : But they that are of a Quarrelling Temper, and
Cruel on Earth, are not in a Condition fuitable for any of -
thofe blefs’d Habitations above. There are no vertuous good-
natur'd Men in Hell ; he that dwells in Love, dwells in God 5
Neither are there any Ill-natur’d Cruel Men in Heaven, the
Devil being their Father : who was a Murtherer from
the Beginning, and endeavouring to deftroy that Cre~
?tion which God hath made, and good Men defire to-Pre-

erve.

If Creeds fhould always be made the Standard of Pro-
perty 3 Europe would be depopulated as dmericais 5 and the
People as Barbarous as the Indians : By carrying their Re-
fentments and Révenge from one Generation to another.

Can Chriftians live peaceably among Turks and Indians,
and not among themfelves, without deftroying one another
O unhappy Men ! an Enemy hath furely fow’d thefe Tares
in Chriflendom, not {o much becanfe of different Principles,
as of an uncharitable Unchriftian Temper. Having
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Having fa1d thus much of the Mifchiefs that attend Reli-
gions Feuds and Wars, to prevent which for thefuture, I
would Propofe a New fort of General Council of all the
feveral Chriftian Perfwafions in Exrope.

The Vertuouns and Sincere of all Nations being of one Re-
ligion, for we find them in General Councel and Convoca-
tion Aflémbled together in Heaven, to Adore and Praife God

and the Lamb. Rev. 7. v. 9.
God being no Refpecter of Perfons, but in every Nation

he that feareth him, and worketh Righteoulnefs, is accepted
of him. 4&s 10.
- 1t’s the Hypocrite and Prophane that are Excluded, it be-
ing the Integrity of the Heart that God accepts , which he,
and not Man, is Judge of.
All the Powers on Earth cannot make one Man {incere
by force 5 tho’ they may make Millions conformable.

A PROPOS AL for a General Council,
of all the [everal Chriftian Perfwafions i

EUROPE.

T Meet topetber with a Difpofition of Loving their Nesgh-
bours, and doing good to each other, more than to con-

zend about what they Differ 1n.

I. A Sfirfi, they fhould take an Account what Things all
A the {everal Religtous Perfwalfions in Exrope Agree in.
And then it will appear, That thofe two Effential Articles
of Loving God and their Neighbours, will be two of them .
Which, if all Perfivafions would but putinto Pradlice, it
would EffeGually put an End to all Wars and Bloodfhed
for Religion. And confidering that as a Sincere love to God
qualifies any Man for Heaven; So doing good to one’s Neigh-
b’;m:é givgs fuch a Man a Right to a Peaceable lLiving upon
the Earth, ' .

: | | | CILIE
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I1. If they would confider, That if Mankind were {ffrictly
to Examine into all the different Sentiments that are among
the thinking part of thenr; with the fame Hatred and Heat
that they ufually contend with their reputed Adverfaries,
they would find Matter enough, among their moft intimate
Friends, to raife Feuds and Animofities, even to the laft two
Men that {hould be living. We know of but three Men in
the World when Cazz ki11l’d Abe! for Religion.

By which two Articles, it appears that the Cafe lies in a
little room.

That as Liberty of Confcience, to the Peaceable, tends to
make Countries flourith by Peace; So Severities only for dif-
ferent Sentiments of Religion firi¢tly followed, tends to Mi-
fery and Rauine. ‘

1T, If fuch an Aflembly wounld Explain all the Things they
feem to differ in, that they may all have one Idea of the fame
'Words, the Difference in many of thofe Things they have

- dafputed about, would be much lefs than they feem to be.,

Therefore it may with the greater Reafon be hoped that
fuch an Affembly would Eftablith a Peace and Friendfhip a~
mong Themfelves, though they Differ in Religious Formss,,
that may be for the Peace and Profperity of the Princes and.
People of Exrope, where they dwell,

Angd joyntly endeavour to Spread, and Leaven the Mafs of-
Mankind wath, the Generally receaiv’d Princples of which,
the Following ones are part.

Fii f, Believing that there is a God that Made and Pre-
ferves all Beings.

Semizdly, That he is a Spirit, Omniprefent, filling-all
Places.

Thirdly, That he ought to be Worfhip’d with an humble, .
fincere, and clean Heart.

Fourtbly, That Jelus Chrift was the Meffiah, f{ent-by God
into the World as a Saviour, &e.

Hifthly, That Men fhould live Vertuoufly, as moft agree-
able to the Will of God, and their own Healths and Hap-
pinefs here, as well as hereafter,

Sixthly,
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Sixbly, That Men fhould Love and do good one to ano-
ther, as they would have others do to them.

With many other Articles, which the whole Body of Chri-
ftians own, as to the Attributes of Godj, and the Moral
Daties among Men.

Not regarding the many things Chriftians have agreed
in; but impofing thofe few Articles, which they knew they
differ’d about ; long Experience fheweth, hath been the caufe
open, or fecret, of much Bleod fhed in Europe.

Whilft if the various capacities, and difpofitions of Man-
kind, had-been duly confidered, and only what had been
neceflary, for the good of humane fociety been impos’d 5 and
what related to the way to Heaven, had gone no farther than
Advice, and Information, the Lives of many Thoufands had
been faved.

My kingdom 7s not of thes World : If my kingdom were of this
World, thenwonld my Servants Fight. John 18. ver, 36.

Though I fpeak with the Tongues of Men and Angels, and
bave not Charity, I am become as founding Brafs, or a tinkling
Cymbal. 1Cor 13.Ver. I. -

And though I bave the gift of Prepbecy, and underfland all
Blyfleries, and oll Knowledge y and though I bave all Faith, fo
that I could remove Mountains, and bave no Charity, I am
zothing.  ver. 2. ,

And though I beftow all my goods to feed the Poor, and though

T grve my Body to be Burned, and bave not Gharity, it profiteth
me pathizg,  ver. 3.

An
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An Abfirad of o Model, for the good, and perpe—
tual ﬂr.e %{f of Chriftendom ; gby that ?Grgat
Prince, King Henry the 4th of France; as
in the Memotrs of the Duke of Sully, and
publsfbed by the Byfbop of Rodez, (once Tutor
to the prefent. King, Lewis the 14th) in bis
Life of Henry the 4th. |

T, E believed, that he ought to eftablifh i his own

Kingdom, an unfhaken Peace, by Reconciling all
Spirits, beth to him, and among themf¢lves, by taking away
ail caufes of bitternefs, : ' _

And that mereover, it was neceflary for him to’ chufe Peo~
ple Capable and Faithful, who might fee, in what his Reve-
nue, or Eftate might be better’d, and inftru& him {o well
in all his Affairs, that he might difcern himfelf the.more
Feafible, from Impoflible Enterprizes.

He granted an Edi¢t to the Proreffants, that the two Re-
ligions might live in Peace.

He made an Order to pay his Debts, and thofe of the King-
dom, contra&ed by the diforder of the Times, and the proe
fufenefs of his Predeceflors.

@ IL That done, he continually laboured, to joyn all Cliri-
"ftian Princes, by feeking all occafions to Extinguith diforders,
and pacify differences among them.

He began to make his Friends and Affociates, tlie Prifices
and States, which {eemed beft difpofed towards Framce, as.
the States of Holland, the Venetians, Swiffe, and Grifons.

- And alfo, he endeavour’d to Negotiate with the three pui-
fant Kingdoms of the North, England, Denmark, and Sweed-
lapd, to difcufs, and decide their differences

And to do the {fame thing, among the Ele&tors and Eftates,
and Cities Imperial.

And he foonded the Lords of Bohewia, Hungary, Tran-
Silvania; and Poland, to know if they would concur witif

him.
D , Thefe
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Thelt were the difpofitions of his great defign,of which, the
Plat form, or Model follows, :

He defird, perfeftly to Unite all Chriftenddm into one Bo-
dy to be called, .

The Chriflian Commonwealsh,

For which effed, he Propofed to partit into 15 Dominions,
or Eftates; as the moft he could do, to make them of equal
Power and Strength, and whofe limits fhould be fo well {pe-
cified, by the Univerfzl confent of the whole 15, that none
could pafs beyond them. -

The 15 Dominions were,
1 The Pongificate, or Papacy.
2 Empire of Ger many.
3 France.
4 Span,
5 Great Britsin. .
6 Hungary.
s Behemial.
8 Poland.,
9 Denmark,
1o Sweedland
11 Szooy, or Kingdom of Zumbardy.
12 The Sygnoiy of Venice, i

13 The Iza/an Commonwealth, or little Princes, and Ci-©
ties of Italy. .

14 The Belgians, -or Low Countries.
15 The Swiffes.

Now to regulate the differences, which might arife be-
tween thefe Confederates, and to decide them: There thould
have been Eftablithed, an Order, and Form of proceedure,
by a general Councel, compofed of 6o Perfons, 4 on the
Part of every Dominion, which fhould have been placed in
fome City, 1n the midft of Europe, as Mers, Nancy, Collen,
or others. A

There fhould likewife havebeen eftablifhed 2 others, in 3 fz-

veral Places, every one of 20 Men, which fhould all three,
make report to the grand Cpuncel, And
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And by the confent of the General Councel, which f{hould
be called, THE SENATE, OF THE CHRISTIAN
COMMONWEALTH: There fhould be eflablifhed an
Order and Regulation ,» between Sovereigns and Subjelts;
to hinder on one fide, the Oppreflion and Tyranny of Prin-
cesb ; and on the otherfide, the Tumults and Rebellion of
Subjells. ‘ .

There fhould likewife beraifed a Stock of Money, and Men,
to which every Dominion fhould contribute, according to
the Afflefment of the great Councel: , For the Affiffance of
the Domnions bordering upon Infidels, from their Af
aults, to wit, Hungary and Poland, againft thofe of the
Turks , and Sweedland, and Poland, againft the Mufeovites
and Taztars. _

In fine, by the remonflrances of all his Aflociates, He iud
let the King of Spaz underftand his defign, together with
the Princes of the Houfe, and had conjur’d them, by the~
Blood of Jefus Chrift, to confent to it, as being HOLY
PIOUS, CHARITABLE, GLORIOUS, and PRO-
FITABLE to all Chriftendom. .

They had withal laxd befere him, the advantages which
would have come to himfelf, and endeavoured to make hint
comprehend, that he would be more.Rich, lefs Diffurbed,
and more Peaceable.

That in 20 Years, Spain, which was almoft a Defert
would be Re-peopled, and become the moft flourifhing Eftate
of Europe. \

But it’s hard to perfwade, where unlimited, and ill de-
defigning Ambition, embraces rather Chimeras, than folid
things; choofes rather to poflefs Vaft and Defeért Countries ,
tl;aél a Reafonable extent, well cultivated, and well Peo.
pled.

He had laid his defigns, and made Preparations withall
diligence imaginable, for 8 or ¢ Years, which plat-form, the
Haftorian Writes, was fo great, that it may be faid, 1t was
conceiv’d by an intelligence miore than Humane,

D2 '\ The
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The Conclufion.

TH E Judicious {ayings, of Henry the 4th of Fragee,
{hewr him to be a Prince of great Senfe, and the Mul-
titude of difficulties he furmounted, of great Courage, but
no one thing befpeaks theezcellency of his Mind, morethan his
great Defire, for the Uniting of Chriftendom.

His excluding the Mufeovites, and Otfomars out of it, ¥
take asa Complement to the See of Rome.

For as nothing makes Nations, and People more Barba-
rous than War; fo Peace muft be the firft ftep, to fit Man-
kind for Religion: War is deftrution, and puts Men (they
think) under a neceflity of doing thofe things, which ina time
of Peace, they would account cruel, and horrid.

The Mufcovizes are Chriftians, and the Mabometans Men,
and have the fame faculties, and reafon as other Men, they
only want the fame Opportunities, and Applications of thejr
Underftandings, to be the fame Men: But to beat their Braing
out, to put fenfe into them, is a great Miftake, and would
Ieave Furope, too much in a fiate of War; whereas, the farther
this civil Union is Poflible to be Extended, the greater will ke
the Peace on Earth, and good will among Men.

The Bithop writes, among other helps, this King Hezry had
gained all the good Pen’s in Chriftendom, as chufing, rather
to perfivade, than force People: ButIhave feen nothing upon
this fabject, but what that Author faith, and what hath heen
Writ by the Eminent and Accomplithed Gentleman ,
#illiam: Penn Efg, Governour of Penfifvania. * But if any Gen-
tleman, knows of any other Authors on this fubjedt. A pub-
Iick Advertifement of them, would tend the more toIlluftrate
this great Defign, and fir up many Worthies in the feveral
Kingdoms and States, of Europe, that would contribute their
alliftance, towards fiuch a happy Day in Europe.

Fobn Bellers.

> In 2 fmall Treatsfe, Sold by J. Sowle in White-Hart-Court 12
Gracious-Street,
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Thox Glorious boly Lord God of Sabhath ! Thou great

Creator of all Things, and High and Holy One who In-
babits-Feermty and Dwelleft in the Light 3 Who art Omui-
prefent 5 Thon art Glorious 1n Majefly, and Infinite in Wifdom
and Power y Thox King of Heaven and King of Saints 5 Lord
of the Innumerable Hoft of mughty Angels 5 Thon art King of
Kings, and baft the Hearts and Lrves of Princes 1n thy Hands ;
Thou Prefesver of Men, do thow Blefs the Princes of Europe
with the Knowledge of thy Self, and make the Kings thereof
as Nurfing Fatbers, and the Queens as Nurfing Mothers, thar
they may be Inflruments in thy bands 3 That the Kings of the
Eaft may come to the brightnefs of thy Rifing 5 and the Dark
Corners and Cottages of the Weft may be reached by thy Light.
That the Knowledge of thee may Increafe and Cover the -Earth,
as the Waters cover the Sea, that the Earth may Enjoy 1ts
Sabbath and Righteoufnefs run down os a mighty Streams
and the Nations beat therr Swords into Plow-fhares, and their
Spears into Pruning-hooks, shat the Noife of War may be beard
no more, and thy Will may be done in Earth as its done in
Heaven. - :

And that when the Princes, as Sheafs of Corn full ripe, fhall
bave finyft’d their Courfes 1a ferving thee, the Holy God, thep
may Exchange their Temporary Ciowns for Erernal Ones,
and be joyw'd with tbat- Innumerable Immortal Company of
Saints and Angels , worfbipping thee, and Crying alo_z;c£ alva-
tion, and Bleffing, and Glory, and Wifdom, and Thankfgrving ,
and Honour , and Power , and Might to thee, who fitteth upon
the Throne, and unto the Lambs for thow, O Lo:id, that Lives
and Reigns 1n the higheft Heavens, over and above all, art be-
yond all Expreffion or Conception of Men and Angels, God
bleffed in thy Self for Ever and Ever. Amen, Amen.

FINIS
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