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June 19, 1946,
Y“0-;:* Qousin OQracer««

" Gomewhere I heve heard thab Lhere ie some rivelr
belwaen Valiforada and FMloridea, Of course 1t may be o nu.ﬁ 4
l:::li with the moacent on the first sylleble. But in eny ouse
what
bhe same duy, we gob bwu leliurs Lfrom bwu of Lhe best lebter
writers from whom we ever get letters.

The oneé from Florida was from a woman who used to be
in Newberg; hexr mother was one of Hebevoa's best friends while

she lived; bdhe woman who wrote Lhie letiler from Vioridu hus been

both a student and a teacher in Paoclfloc Colleges she hus & huse
band, a stepdaughter who is in college, three sons of her ewn,
and 48 one of the heat hostesses on the Atlentic cosst for such
folks as Levl and Rebecca.

we got.only one letler from Californis that day, and
that was from a woman who is not excelled as & lLostews Loy such
folks as the Penningtons by anybody in the United States or
elsewhere; she hag a tall son who is in s8¢ many ways Laking the
place of his fine father who is gone, though of course there
are ways in which nobody can possibly take that place; she has
two daughters, and a lot of {ine grandsons == L can'l al the
moment think of any granddaughters that she has, though she haa
two grand daughters. I said she was the ideal hostor such
folks nas Leyl and Rebecca, but if I am any jud,e she'd be the
ideal hos or anybody from Prcsident Hoover and his wife if
she were living to the humblest Quaker in the United States.
Maybe I've said enough, But I'm not going to tell Che nawme of
the person to whom I refer,

Yes;, 1 admit that I am rambling on and on as if L did
not have 2 thing to do but let my fingers wander aboul this
keyboard. And I confebs that [ do feel a freedom from sirain
that I have not-known 1or a good while. The past two weeks
have been pretty strenuous, and now that Oregon Yearly Meeting
hes adjourned, and I have attended the last session, and the
lagt board meeting, and have written the last news article for
the Portland Oregonian and the Oregon Journal, and. the long
account for the Newberg Graphic, which they will greatly abore-
viate, I am sure, I do feel a bitl like a horse turned out to
pasture.

The yearly méeeting was for the most part very peaceful,
on the surfaoce, at least. Rebecca remarked that they ought to
be agreeable, the element thut is in the ascenduncy in this
vearly meeting, for they have everything thatl they walb ==
anybody can be agreeable when he is having his own way.

- After four years of effort, much of it irregular, they
today completed the jub of deposing from the ministry Robert

H, Dann (now on his way for a year's work in New Jealand and
/p@tralia under the Fnglish Friends Service Gommittee, I be-
1ieve, but with the cooperation of the American Friends Ser=-
vice committee, The final ground on which he is deposed is that
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“he h‘{ lost his gift in the minietry and i not in harmony with
he beliefs of Oregon Yearly Meeting:" There were svme pretty
bitter mcousations uda sgninet him today, end if the thing had
been done "deoently and in order"” there would huve been much less
b0 object to. But it ie done now «= the second time in my life
have seen o minister deposed. (The other case was in Onlifors
nia Yenrly Meeting, and the man depvsed wee Bertram, whe married
my firet couein, "mele John Pennington'e daughter /llce, who
now lives in M imington, Onlifornia,) ‘

The only other Jurring note came up in connection with
the epintolary correspondence of Oregon Yesrly Meeting, Hpis=
tles were read from Germany, France, Norway, OBweden, Cuba,
Jamaioa and Bolivia, and & summary of the epistlee from the
yearly meetings in Americe wes¢ read. There wes chjection to
the reading of anything from the "acific Coast Association of
Friends, and it spread to include New York, New England, Caneda,
Miladel hia and maybe one or two others, on the ground that
bhey were ussocliated 0r in organic union with the Hicksites.
Vhen the clerk finally esked tu what yearly meetings he was to
send the epistles, I suppose I was either naughty or truthful,
and the latter is often far more objectionable than the fore
mer, for 1l vaid that if we eent only to thoee yearly meetings
that were as good as we thought ourselves to be, we'd not need
to send out any epistle at all. Well, = committee was appointed
to pass on the question e&s to just what yearly meetings we are
to correspond with in the future -- maybe it was left to the
executive committee =~ and presently we'll know who are the
lily=white, simon-pure, dyed-in-the~wool yearly meetings. Do
you think Colifornia will survive? You are associated with
Micksites in the work of the American Friends Service Committee.
(We have avoided such contamination; we are only aifiliated wiih
the Civilian Public Service Section of the American Friends Ser-
vice Committee, and if you can't see the difference, it is be=
cause your eyes see much as mine do. But we needed some sort of
affiliation so'as to get our young men into C.P.S. caups in~
stead of prison or the armed services. And there were & cone
siderable number of our men who went to C.”.S. camps, though
there was not a psstor's son among them, nor a son of the gene
eral superintendent of the yearly meeting.)

Vell, we are greatly enlarging our outpost work (and
went into the red in that department last year); =nd in Bolivia
we are buying a2 1000 acre estate, to become a bible school for
native workers and 2 mission farm. It is to cost $22,000.00,
and with the raising of $11,000.,00 for the purpose Sunday (in
cash and pledges) there was $171500,00 in sight for the pur=
chase. Twc new missionaries are going there this year, and two
former missionaries are returning, and two more are to go next
year, after spending the coming year in preparation.

Guess that's enough about yearly meeting, except that
I tried to get them to go back to the former time of the yearly
méeting so 28 to end its sessions Sunday evening, instead of
three days later, one of the reasons I offered being that it
would give visitors a better chance to attend both Cregon and

J*ycnlifornia Yearly leetings. The matter was referred to the ex-

ecutive comnittee, who will decide the matter at their mid-year
meeting in January.
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. Wish I' could set before you folke there a
our Governor Wood eherries, They are at their beoieggwfrw::hog
whole tree full of tlem, cherries th .l are delleclous to eat
right off the tree, but are too soft andmushy when cooked =~ what
Rebeoca oalle "punillanimous.” Ve'll not ¢an any of them, and
80 we are giving them to the nelghbore, and to some of the folke
who have been at yearly meeting, ineluding our future pastor,
Carl Byrd, and hie family. W =i

Now that yearly meebting is over, there sce & lot of
restful things that we'll have to do. ie{ll have Ruyuli Aun
end Yontmorency cherries to cen, and some peus bto pab up for
winter. Then the hedge ocught to be trimmed again, and both the
vegetaole garden' in the next block and the grounde around here
need a Lot of attention, the roses need spraying again, and there
are some other things that need duing. Butbt suume day iun the
sweet bye-und-bye, and we hope in the not too distant future,
we hope to get out to the coest again, and to get come rest,
write some more on the "autobiography"” of Peter, and really
catch some fish, «s'we did not do on our last two trips. (This
last one Rebecca did not wet a line, and I caught seven fieh
which if laid end to end would not have measured four feet.)

Ifour letter was so full of news, and 1 have hardly re-
ferred to it.

v are 80 glad that Nartha and her sum are with you, and

‘we hope ihat her husbanu will arrive in the proper time, and will

be able to spend some time with you, so that you can. get even
better acquainted. VWhat a lovely family reunion you are havinge.
And Charles and Harriett would nct be any "skeletons =t the

feast." 1 know that you must miss them, now that they are gone.

Ve'll try not to think of the time when lMartha and her family
leave for the island.

Glad that you are to have good neighbors across the
alley, though a2 vacant lot is o great convenience. There will
probably need to be some more refuse burners constructed. A
fine big house is Dbeing built across the street from us, to
the west of Center street and just south oi the nouse ou the
corner straight west of us. Construction ¢s moving slowly,
partly vecause of the difficulty in getting materisl, but in
part alsc because the contractor has taken on so many jobs in
proypurtion Lo his workers that none .of the work is-progressing
rapidly. Ve want to build g parscnage, since we sold the other
efter moving it off the Lot in preparation for building; bdbut
now we can't get a permit to build -~ they tell us that the
only way we could get such a permit would be to employ a G.I.
a8 astor, and there are relatively few of them that would ap=-

‘peal to me.as exactly fitted to be Quoker pastors,

Te are glod for those improvements to the house and
furniture at 529 North Weshington that make 1t appear that you
are Lo be there for -- well, the rest of your life, we hope, ex-
cept that we'd be very gled 1f you could come up to Oregon oo~

casionally for a visit. 'nd that goes for other folks than your-

self in your femily. (Why does not that English husband of
Martha u{op and see us on hie way from Canade to California? Or
is he just going to be around Toronto, and come from there to
California so that the trip to Oregon would be a big detour?



§

% 7

- Some day I hope that we onn see Twenty<Nine lalms =e
oourse we've seen a lot more pulme bhan thab, but 1'c like to
the pluce that bears that name, thuugh a good meny of the 5
wlme are gone, | understand, Nut I think 1'd rather see it :
An January than !.n,.'ml,{. or even in June or May. Bubt it would

ve Lo be plenty hot to Keep me away Lf L had hay fever and bee :
g ‘ lieved that o ntay there would do me good. Wish you never had
R to be bothered with 1t agein. _
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. 50 Donald ie now o liigh Gohool gruduate., 1'd like to
have been there at him opmmencement., "hat next? Whittier, or
xford, or Harvard, or M.I.7.? (I suppose it is a sign that a

man {8 in his aneo=~dotage when he lets three letters remind

him of » college chapel story - there are a thousend of them,

/ A speaker nt Ynle talked, much tov long as the students thought,
ueing the name of the' college ms mn outline for his speech, Y
for youth, A for ambition, L for loyalby, and B for enthusie
‘ABm., One of the students was grousing a bit avout the Length
of the discourse, but another one remarked, "Yuu ought to be
thankful that thie is not The Massachusetts Institute of Teche
nology.")

1 know that y ur dinners with Mellie Douglas mean much
to her, Some day she will be gone, for lots of folke doun't
live a dozen years after they are B85.

Yes, if the Roosevelt llighway comes through Voods, it
will "add to the confusion.” I suppose it will some day, alw
though I do not know whether there is any prospect of its being
put through t“is mear. And I'm not at all excited about gas
and oil prospects, though I did tell my sisters that if they
Sstrike oil out there and [ become a millionasire out of the oil
On our 50X50 lot, I'll send them all some holly for Christmas,
and mail it to each one of them separately.

; 1 Sertha Mey was home a week ago Sunday, and again Sunday,
Father's B2y, She still enjoys her work at the 0ld People's
Home, and seems to be thriving on it. :

Glad that Mary White is staying in the more comfortable
quarters =t ¥arthe's home. But it would be "proper good" to
see her. (I suspect that southern California would be rether

hot for her, but you counld bring her up to Oregon for a stay
during the hottest weather.) :

Tuesday night, while the Alumni banquet was in progress,
Otis night Pennington arrived in Portland, and came ovn out to
Yewberg on the midnight stage. He is the only son of Otis I,
Pennington, my brother Ainy'’s . oldest son. (Oldest son of the
oldest son of the oldest son of the oldest son -« I doh't know
how much farther back than that it goes.) He was here till Fri-
dey afternocon, and while we were not able to spend as much
time with him as we wanted to, we did get to travel about this
part of the valley a2 good deal, and went up the Columbia to

. Bonneville Dam and saw the biggest flow of water ever harnessed '

Qo.t?‘.,. § by man, and saw also lLatourelle Falls, Sheppard's Dell, Wah- i

&

S . kee-nah Falls, Multnomsh Falls, Oneonta Gorge, Horsetail Falls ' 4
~ g . A

T 2 and the rest of the beauty spots along the @lumbia Highway, o4
épéaéﬁ' though we did not get to spend 2 great deal of t;mn at any Lé
) 5.
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s Lpalg Well, those few linee are all I got written yee=
terday afternoon and evening; sand now I am up at 4:00 A.ud. (4t
ie actually » little later than that right now, but neaurer 4:00
than 5100, and I['ve got a number of things done before sitling
down to this fifiifi@ -- I wrote pisno and went to underscore it
and forgot to use the shift key and banged 6's all ovver the
word == ana I can hear a cell to travel a blovek eaet, & call

.coming from the corn and the beans and the tomatoes and the

Swiss chard and the spinach and the beets and the carrote and
4he parsnips and the mustard =nd the squashes and the pumpkins
end the radishes and the letiuce and the peas and the podatoes
end the cueumbers and the onions and the cabbage end the peppers
and the iris and the glads and whatever else is down there.
Guess 1'11 end this and get to work for a while.

. With love to the White folks and all their kin, by mar=
riage or "bornatiun",

Affectionately your cousin,

drs. David H. Wnhite,

529 North Washington Aves,

"ittier, Calif.
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