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b o - June k4, 1946.

Mr, James Kjelgaard,
4275 Noe «<4dbhe Ylace,.
Miiwaukee 9, Wwisconein.

Dear Vr, Kjelgaard:==

it was goodof you to reply so fully to my letter, which was
written forf the editor, though I might have known that he would
send it to you. And I1'll say thie for youj; you meke as guod a
defense aa one ocould make for suvme of the improbabilities in
your story == I did not say that I did not like it. I did en~
Joy it, and read it to my wife; but I am so interested in.fish
and fishing that when a thing appears in print, even in a fic~
tional sotury, that seems too iuprobable or even impossible, I
sometimes so far forget myself as Lo put my thoughts down on
naper.

z/ Your letter of the xOth., is just received, and

A cese in point. While I was visiting in California, 1
saw an article in the out-door department of one of the metro-
politan dailies there, praising the Pacific Coast rainbow;
and for some remson the writer, 2 staff men on the paper,
thought it necessary to disparage the eastern bruok trout, and
called it a carp-like fish. [ could not let that pass, and 1
wrote him such a letter that he remarked in his reply that he
thought I was lucky to be alive, for I must have worked up &
very high bluod-pressure when L wrote that leiter. But 1 could
not let it go -- ‘carp-like iish indeed. vwhy 1 wrote once an
article or something called “"Salvelinus Fontinelis -- a Rhap-
sody" that told what I think of the eestern brook trout. (I
followed tnat with "kMicropterug Dolomieu =~ anﬂ Appreciation",
and intenued to finish the briﬁ& v with "Oncorhynchus Tschawyt=
scha == a Tribute", but never got that one written. (uMy big-
gest chinook was only 46 pounds, anyway.)

You make a good defense, but it is uncon¥incing -~ though
of course you are under no obligation even tec try to convince
mes JYou say that Uncle Lawrence knew that the big fish was
there for two months, but as long as he kept away from it - (
how did he know it was there if he had not been there? bia svme= 3
body tell him? And how probable is that? - And 1 can2i imugine
a man a8 keen about fishing »s he was never once going down to
the stream after the day's work was done -~ he conldn't get
tired envugh sv that'he'd nol even try one single time for two
- whole months. And [ still mointain that the wmen who has been
80 cereful to obey the law for 56 years would have taken an hour
: . off at some time during that two months to try for that trout
i rether than violate the law at 2 time that seemed no more pro=
e : pitious than any time during the preceding two months.

I 8t111 doubt that any farmer in Pennsylvania or Utopia
has 200 aseorted buektails snd streamers besides five plastic
.bﬂxﬁg-gf,dry flies, but you've fished in that state and L've

- Bub il you do ever find o farmer = or anybody else,
hat matter, with 200 bucktalls and streamers and five
tic boxes 2: dry files, pleuse count 'em and lel we know
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do sboud in trout streams in Pennsylvania
Y Weuory weews Lu tell me that in Wiohigan they
p the streams much earlier than that, and the streams

‘®here we fished for trout were well clear of them by fugust.,
.(ﬂﬁ& can't Le yueltive on that point.

AT TR 1 ) hQW-qﬁu.du'tux my oredulity with 139 flies tied on
fh dne night's flohing! Time yourself the next time you tie
qﬁ a fly in four meconds, and then send me the fly and the

}g:dor =« I'11 pay unything reasonable for them. /nd even if

¢ were poenible, or likely by dsy or by night, selecting
blie Ily, curing for the box or book from which 1t was taken,
getting out the line mgaln und making the proper vry for the

“$~ e & trout end then retrieving the line wnd tying on auvbher fly ==
s ; 139 timee ~= count 'em ~- well, my eredulity is so strained
g that I doubl if it will ever be itself agsain,

L\;%' s - ) y

[» Ahe final eatohing ol tlhe trout, which came awsy up

{ the stream to gobble that gob of worms, while Uncle Lawrence
i, was fishing for suckers, on the hottom, with a bobber, which
Y ia intended to hold the hook off the bottom, and with his line
! ‘ glack the fish Jerked the tip of his ocane pole down, ~nd then
B he heaved it clear over his hesd where it dangled -« probably
- on a sky hook == till he let it down on the rock -- very gently,
88 was appropriate after the way he had heaved it over his
head, as so expert a fisherman would hardly be likely to do ==
: * well, maybe a man who mould and would do all that would toes
a 4 fish and equipment into the stream after landing the big trout,
though I still do not see why.

| ; e And really, how‘big wud bLhat trout? Of course Uncle
| Lawrence could not tell, for he heaved it back into the water.
But you can, for you made it. Mow big was it?

i agm sure some trout fishermen would say the story was
all right., My brother, who fishes a great desl in Michigan
and Wisconsin, said, "Either the author is a screwsball or he
thinks his readers are."

. But why should we quarrel about petty details, quanti=
tative things like 200 bucktails end streamers, 139 flies tried
on one fish, and such matters? You and I both love the great
/ outdoors; we both love fish and fishing; we both have written
fish stories (and you've got more for one of yours than 1 got
for all three of mine, "0ld Star-Nose the Rainbow", "0Old Muskie
the Rogue" (that one went into the larvard Junior Classics) and
"The Lig Buse of the Little Blue." Write some more. I'll be
looking for them, and any time I see your name under the title
08 a figh story, be sure T'l1l read {t., For I do love fishing,
though the biggest bass I ever caught was only a few ounces
i ; over five pounds, my biggeet silverside salmon weighed only
# e, =3 pounde, my biggest chinook only 46, my biggest steelhead
) less than 15, ahg;tho'only time I ever hooked a marlin sword W
3 Ao fish T lost him after half an hour's fight - the hook tore :
% e .. out -~ he didn't break anything. LI . TR N

Sincerely yours,
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