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‘Jun. 2bh, 1946,

Nenr Triondi~-«

It was oertainly guod to get your letter of the

&let., for it was not only as the lndiensenid, "Long Lime no see"

bul also "Long time no hear.”

We are certainly glud that bthings are guing sc vell
with you there, and we shall let a lot of other folks ehare
the @ood news of that scholarship, To be emong the first four
il a clase of forty pute & man right up among the pictures,

- and we cungrabulate you.

THe Nordhwest Friends Service Committee for & long time

confined its activities solely tu Lhe paying of the bare charges
of Oregon Yearly Meeting conscientious objectors in the Civilian

Jublic Service camps (and they were not willing to do that for
adwin vanders except as funds were specifically designated for
him, not only because they did nut agree with his refusal Lo
register, but because they held that having gune L prison he
should have stayed there, and not entered a C.’.S. caump Lo be-

come an'expense to rriends.) A year ago or maybe two the yearly

meebting instructed them to enlarge the scope of their work, bdbut
the cnsirwan did not fina it out until the wmiuule ol the year,
But now, with the new organization of the Service buard undaer
the new discipline, fareign relief is definitely a part of the
work with whicH the board is charged, and it is the plan to
have a service committee in every monthly meeting, to furnish
clothing, collect funds for food and medicine, etc. /nd soc 1
- am referring Nrs Nosler to the Portland member of the yearly
meeting's committee, and I am sure that through the “‘ortland
Service Committee she can get her contributicns to relief into
the proper channels.

The antagonism of many in the yearly meeting to the
American Iriends Service Cumwitiee has led tu tlie recommenda=-
tion that relief go turough the lLational Asscciation of Evan-
gelicals, who until very recently administered only clothing
relief. But it was decided in the Service Doard meeting at
yearly uweeting time that relief could be sent through any chan-

nels that were desired by lhe locai meelings «nd Ghe dunors, and

if Mrs. Tosler wants hers to go through the american triends
Service Committee, she can sc designate it.

Yes, Carl Byrd is coming as ocur pastor the first of
Sepbtember. We feel a good deal better about it than does the
uents meeting. A considerable part of that meeting have been
determined that he should not leave thew. There is anviher
.element in the meeting that nuve uwde it aisagreeaovie Lor him,
I understand, and they'll probably bear up under his aeparture
with hercic fortitude. .

Uregon Yearly seeting clused its b4th, session a week
. ago tomorrow. There were a number of innovatiovns, cvne of them
being the delay of starting the yearly meeting till Thursday
afternoon for the meeting on ministry and oversight end Friday

morning for the yearly meeting proper, though the representatives
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ed and instructed nt the ovening of the evening meetipg =
ursday .E.M th‘t;.mh retired »nd went to work, for under the
n "Cziiipllac they are to name half of all the different boards
ggg‘ ‘yearly mesting. As you perhsps know, the new discipline
“i.ni'iﬁgzaif«lub n\ gdr ns the organization of the different
de te are pongerned this year. It moy work better then

but when temperance and public morals, educalion, J
peat,pl %turo and perhepe another line of work or two are
alltp&i under one boardy and when a man le named as hego of
that bourd -- well, maybe L've suid enovugh, but 1 do not expect
an ucean liner tuw ve hanaled successfully with an cutboard moter,

departmen
1 aptici

On the surface things went quite peacefully for the wost
part, though there were some differences of opinion.h,?he twao
: points on which there was marked difference of views, lLhe wabter
of what yearly meetingas we are to correspond wikh, anda the mat-
g ter of the deposing of Robert i, Dann from the ministry.

The former came out into the open when our ¢pistle com-

: ‘ mittee read excerpts from the American yearly meetinga,‘ln-
cluding hiladelphia, New York, Mew England, Canada, and even
the Pagific Coast Association of iriends. IFirst there was obe
jection to that last one, but befure it was over they hua ube
Jected to receiving or sending epistles to any of the unes

: named, and perhaps one or-two others. They put into the hands

! of & cuommittiee the task of deciding Jjust what yearly meetings

| shall shure in our corresgondence for the yresent st least,

{ Great fear that we may in some way be associated with ticksites.)
I was either very naughty or truthful (and often the latter is
more amnoving than the former) for when our own epistle was read
and they were debating where they should and where they should

not send it, I remarked that if we gent only to the yearly meet=-

ings that we thought were &s good as we thought ourselves to

be, we’'d hardly need to write an epistlae at all, wet' have

no place to send it. <

fou know e good deal already about the Robert Dann case.

Last yenr il was referred to the committee on ministry with the
instruction that they were tu seek a detailed statement of his
theolagical beliefs, a8 is requirea of one Just recomwmended for
the ministry, and that the committee was to have = personal
interview with him as with 2 new ministerial cendidate. The
chairman of the committee admitted that he did not even know

3 that they had been s8¢ instructed, but the report of the come

‘ mittee, which met to consider the matter June 17 during yearly

meeting and while Robert Dann was away, probably on his way to .

Wew Zealand and ‘fustralia for a year of service under the

Friends Service Committee, was as follows:

ihe committee on ministry met June 17, 1946 to consider
the case of Robert Dann, referred to it at the meeting of
June, 1945, ,

Ef ter carefully considering the evidence in the case
and reading the correspondence in conneotiqq with it, it
eppeared to the committee that Robert Dann had lost his
gift in tue ministry and was nut in harmony “}ﬂh;§hﬁ'baw
- Tiefs of Oregon Yearly Meeting. The committee there _

recommends that Robert Demn's standing safarm@niq‘g?lﬁ
nregon Yesrly Veeting be discontinued. e
i (signed) A. Clark Smith,
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: There wae renlly no question from the first se to what
was golng to happen, though there were esome who still insisted
that the matter should heve been hundled wnccovrding Lo the dipe
eipline. Dut they wanted him out, »nd now he ie out, with so
much irregulurity in the prooceedings from the begloning thut 1t
leaves a bad tonte in the mouth,

Aglde forom these two matlers there was llttle to merk
the yearly meeting as anything out of the ordinary for Oregons
Riohard I, Wiles, superintendent of Kaneas Yeurly eeting, wes
the prineiyal speaker at (he eveuing sessiunse und for the ine
% ' eplrativnal houre. JWMive ministers were recorded Lo the one
deposed: OUf the 46 representatives to the meeting on vinistry
end oversight, Z1 were abeent when the roll “as called.

‘here 18 much opposition to some features of the new
discipline. Cne that is alrendy dead letter sv for asg many

of the ministers is concerned is the one that says, "Every min-

ister not a pastor whose membership rests within the yearly mecte

ing, regardless of hise place cof reglidence, shall meke an annual
report to the yearly meeting on ministry and overeight and to

bue general superintendentscsesssee/ill reports shall be sent

to the clerk of the yearly meeting on ministry and oversight

in the month before the yearly meetling convenes or carlier, and

the former shall refer them at once, on the opening of the yearly

meeting session, to the yearly meecting committee on ministry.

The committee shall examine carefully and individuslly each ree

‘ purt. LI any repurt is unsatisliaciory, or il no.reyport is sent,

| the committee shall report the names of ‘the perscns iuvdlved to

' the yearly meeting on ministry =nd oversight with recommenda-

tion for investigation or action. The yearly meeting on ministry

and oversight shall then do as it deems best in eoch .case.”

There were some ministers who said, when this provision was

forced on us last year, that they would not report, and that

nobody could compg@d them to. Of the 68, the total of wminise
ters in the yearly meeting who are not pastors, 39 reported,

} - and 29 did not. I made my report, but noted on it that I was
ready to defend any minister who declined to do it. Well, if
they do undertake to deal with those 29 =« they did not take
it up this year, but they may next -~ there vill be some excitee
ment, I should say. .

"erhaps enough about yearly meeting -- maybe a lot too
much, It vas gratifying to see that no attack was made on the
college nor on President Gulley at this session. The committee

- gppointed to sgee if there was not some way for the yearly meet=
ing' to give the college ®25,000,00 in spite of .the withdrawal
of that request by the college board had done riothing, #nd was
discharged 2t this session. If they had heeded my warning, the
réguest would never have beer made. : :

¥ ; "resident Gulley made & resume of some of Loe progress

¢ made during this first five yeurs of his administratiou, &nd

‘ eome of it was decidedly impressiwmg. Perhaps the most iwpressive
thing was the incremse in the endowment of more than $120,000400,.

' Perhaps that was not quite o guod us it looks, for a substan< "

_biel part of that increase came Luruugh the eelling, «t a cone {

srable advance over the purchuse price, of & considerable , Y

; of the endowment, and investing the proceeds in stocks :
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~ a% a lower price that were considered as gound but were more
. productive of inoume. The biggeet slngle addition to the ene
‘ downent cawe through u gilt of Lhat ki, Jivberts who wae head
of Roberts Brothers depariment spture Iln Yortland. lebecca am
I ere the only ones connected with Pneiflc College who have ever
d seen him, I suspect that addition to the endowment wae listed
at %850,000,00, as “ncific follege wav made one of the five ben-
eficiaries to share equally in the bequest of a business build-

-

~ ing in ‘ortland that is producing an income of 6% net on £%00,000.,00
B! -« the building could be sold at once for $260,000.,00 if desired,
g . Anather gift wae one of bhusinees property in lewberg thut is
B < worth 316,000.00 at least -- that was also in a will that wase
3 4 made & good long time egos I do nol know how the "living en=-
8 dowment" was listed -- I ralsed between [4,000,00 ond 59,000,400

ol on that one year, and most of it was Lu be repyeated cvery year
3 ‘ For five years,

George Moore has becn releused from hig duties on the
facully to be the financial agent [for the college for the coming
year. He mey secure half a wmillion dollare for Lhe cullegey
but if he does one tenth of it,.you can cancel my prophet's
licence.

You probably know of the $36,000,00 housing project on
the campus, three four-family houses on the corner of Sheridan
and Biver, the athletic field, and three on the north campus,

~ beyond the place where the stairt of the new gymnesiuw Slands
£ forlornly. There is alsc a Luilding on the svuth cangus 1or
the administrator of the project. FPart of Lhe housing, twelive
families, are for students, and the other half for G.l.'s who'
are not to be in school. There have been Greek temples tha
were more beautiful than any ui these buildings.

: wish I knew the things that you'd like to know about
people and institutions in Yewberg. You know, 1 suspect, of
the community wide effort to reise money and cleothing for the
relief of the suffering peovles of "urope. Friends in New-
berg gave liberally -- 1 believe the total was something like .
e 41,800,000 in cash, hesides nearly a ton of clothing., (We et
. Bo, | 4000, bk gonen g if Ty by 2o - Fral, ) ¥
: « We cannot get a permit to build a' new parsonage, nuw ' ks
s that the old one has been removed and sold. They tell us that
4 g the only way we could get a building permit would be for us to
“employ a2 G.1. as pastor, and there seems to be a sorl of in-
‘consistency, somehow, in Beexing & Quaker pastor among those ,
who have been in the killing business sc recently. A week ago :
Carl Byrd did not know where he was going to live when he came
here. The last day of yearly meeting the folks thought they
might have found somwething -- a woman wio owns & nouse thinke = .
she may be, moving out of it scon, and promised to give the churel
 the firset chance to rent it. (She is the daughter of that old .
 Mrs, "__Ia-crlnnon, whom you probably remember ,Pha Rid dschaeq ipee

[ probably knmow of the death of Lida Madeen and
. Dut if you want to ask about an
LB chif 2o Dokt :

4

NG W
-




	Levi Pennington Writing to Lloyd Cressman, June 25, 1946
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1585671392.pdf.cHH0f

