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Solomon , Alasks.

Jan.9, 1949 ﬁ;zf‘;%ﬁ £ X

Mr.& Mrs, Joseph Reece . P RA P ?k)
2904 H.B. 50th Ave P %‘j;
Portland 13, COre. Yo (L;'f{

Dear Friends ,
For a long , long time we have wanted to get a lstter off to you ;

but our correspondence has sGffered becauss 1t was continuslly pushed into the
background by other things that claimed our whole attention ., Howsver your work
end that of the whole Yearly leeting was often on our hearts &s we voiced our pes!:

titions before the Throne of Grace . We ‘trust God has proved faithful in supplys

ing grace, strength, guidence wnd forbearance in every problem and emergancy
you are celled upon to face . We well know that you hold no easy position, we
marvel you hold up sc well with all the burden and responsibility of the work of
Yearly Meeting falling your way .

We are enjoging our school work here at Solomon . The populaticn of our
quaint village is sbout 756 ; and I have only 17 youngsters enrolled in school.
It reminds wus of our own childhoocd school deys with seven different grades all

reclting their lessons in the old one room school house o Our work no$ oaly con-
gists in teaching ; but many other duties besides,as~caring for the clinie,social
security and old age assistance, selsctive service , village council , native
industries ,issuing birth certificates, death permits ata. eté.

The missionary work here is under the Covenand Mission Chruch . We
were vary well acquainted with both their work and some of their missionaries
during the period of time we resided at Kotzebue . The interior of their mis-
sion field touched ours on the southwest . Many of our Eskimos,who worksd in

the gold mines at Candle during the gummer and fall months jwere under thelir
spiritual guidance each yeer . When we first went on the field they were
called the Swedish Evangelicsl Church snd later changed their name . The
work here is under the supervision of an Eskimo pastor . The Field Supt. Mr.
Amundson , lives at Nome and has his own airplane ; thus is here often to
Pelp out in the work . His family were our guestsbver the Thanksgiving holidays .
I have charge of the choir , and they meet t0 practise every Fridsy Night . I %
seems like old times to work with an Eskimo choir and help in thelr Christmas
programd . They try to work Ira into preaching for them esvery now and then .
He told them he came up for a rest; but enjoys giving a message now and them .

in many wagys lra seams much better since he relinquished the
burden of the work at Entiet . He felt so helplessly tiesd ,and the work ita-
self so discouraging it was getting the best of him in more ways then one .
Still he is far from being well in body . Any over exertloﬂﬁakes its $0ll .

v We hear often from the Entiat people , and hope sach time that
they will havs somecone to help them in the church work . We feel yourplan for
the work thers mey be the hest ; but what the future hold for that place is
more than we can aee | still with Ged all things are possible . We know nothing
is too hard for the Lord ; however ‘' in our puny strength we could not cope with
the situation . We de pray God to send some one thet will be sble to help the
people sse themselves as other see them . We falled , altho® we prayed the Lord
%o glve us the Word that would open their eyes . They want to work for the Lord

more than arything else on earth , their whole life is wrapped up in the church.
They ware all 80 good to us in every way.,and we 4id love them .
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A1l the men in the village work in the gold minas during the Sunmer o T,ere iz
a highway betwegn here abiNome with two ferries in betwsen . The road exFends on

up the Solomon‘to three more gold mines s distance of ambout twenty more miles .
All the people spesk Engiish , in fact most of the younger children do not under-
gtand their Eskimo dialect ¢ It mekes 1t much better when it come to teaching then
in the sehool room . Thus since they have been around the white man so much ané
receive white man's wages for their labor , they live as we do in the states .

T“éy have good cabiniwith furniture. and most heve radios .
Tpe other white person in the villsge basides ourselves in our merchant,

Mr. Curran, who is 84 yesrs of age . He is married to a native and has many
children and great-grandchildrenm - His birthday iz close to Thenksgiving ;
80 his femily meet at his house to cgidbrate. They meet there agein at Xmas.

It has been the custom , so Mr. Curran, says for the schocl tsamchers to eat

with him on all the holidays . Thus we were there Thanksgiving, Xmas, and
NewYsar's Day end each time they hed a big turkey dinner and all that goes
with 1%t .  Tpe rest of the village meet at the church for a village feast
both at Tganksgiving and Christmas .

We are 33 milea from Nome , and during the winter as much eut off from its

influence as Entiat was from Seattle . The mail plene has not been here now for
almoat six weeks . Thus we have to make our own intertaimnment as a village .
The chureh people rule the village . They will not allow outsiders who come in
t0 have the white man’s dances and no liquor is sold here .’ The entire village
( with the exception of one Catholic family ) attend church every Sundasy and also
for prayer meeting . The Dept. of Interior request tha teachers to have activit-
jes wech night at the schoolhouse during the Chistmas holidsys . From our ex-
periences at Kotzebue it proved ‘a curzesat many stations, because at that time
all the men are in from off their traplines until after the New Year and the
ehurches hold their revivil meetingsduring this period . In many of the villages
¢he teachers at the same hour would hold dances and card perities with free

lunch end tobacco at the school house . This made it very hard to get hold of
the youth . ¥e wondered how it would be here ; and we were glad to know they
would not demand that kind of entertainment . Some of the tesachers did not want
tc give dences and card parties ; but the village demanded it . Therefore we feel
God wes very good in placing us here . Of course the achool children but on a
- lengthy Christmas program Christmas eve and the traditionsl visit from ¢ld Sants
Claus followed with exchnage of gift around the tree ., Than on the Day of Chrish
all the features were at the church . TZey held their cummien services at 8 .00A
their feast_in the late afterncon , and then at 7.00 P.M. they held their ¢EHnrehi
progran . T ey elac gave out gifts at elose of their program . { T,at is a Swedi:
ckatom , and then again after midnight on New Year's Eve ) We had svangelistic
services at the school house each evening at 7.00 P.M. then gsmes and activitis:
until 10.00 P.M. followed . We showed our slides New Year's eve . had games the
another feasst given by the school home Ee. claas {We have a full line sashool
nutrition program } Then at 10.00 church services began and lasted ntil well
after midnight . *uch like the Friemnds carry on their servicea at otzebue .

It doesint get as cold here as most places this far north , as the water 1
shellow here in the Sound and the winds keep the water open causing a more even
tempsrature . O_ly 24 degrees below zerc . Bubt it blows , blows , then blows
some more sbout all the time . The anow is drifted well up around all the buildi:

We did appreciate all the nice things you ssald in our behalf; however we I
you over emphasized our value to the work . There was so much to be done and we
did so little. We can see B8C many thing we left undome , that we felt we could n
stmy and take help from the yeerly meeting any longer when it could be used to m
eredit elsewhere . We thank you for inviting us to remain with OYM . We enjoyed
being a member and want{ to e¢ontinue as one, hoplng some day to live within its

limlits once egaln « We would enjoy hesring from you and the work from tinms to

im f p {Z
time . Youras in the Masterf's love %}ba. Omfﬂ lcxdmc%xsw E GLANCEVN
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