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Auguet 24, 1946,
. R Dear Drothert=«

Today 1 went into the office of the ‘ortland Ges
Oo. to talk thinge out with the menager about the possibility
of getiing gas heat into the house any time in the near fu=
B s turej} ond he had time to go into conslderable details with me,
’ . to explein why it would be ilmpossible Lo get gaes heal intoe
' our house any time within Lhe nexl year -~ uade it pretty clear
¥ that 1t wouldd probably ve thie wintep of 194p«49 before 1 or
' anybody else would have o ohﬁﬁﬁﬁ”fﬂ%ﬁﬁéﬁ“h@ﬁb anywhere in the
whole Pacific Northwest.

Firet of all, he explained to me what 1 already knew
that therc has been a great influx of population in Lhe lacific
Northwest during the recent years. If you would go wilh me to
Vanport I could show you where a city has grown up since 1941
‘bigger than Ionia and Hastings and I do not know how many other
towns of somewhat similar size. And this in addition to the
great increases in Portland, Vancouver, and all other citiece
with war plants, and that means practically all other cities,

x for even Newberg had two war plants, nol big Gnes bul read
ones, nonetheless, The increase in the Fortlanu pipusailion
has been in six figures, and I do not know what the first oune
is. And other cities have increased in similar proportions,

ln saaiivion to this gleal increase in civilian popu=-
latioh, Lhere have been great army camps at Klawath ralls,
Medford, Corvallis, etc. I don't know how many nor what scl-
dier population it called for, but in the nearest cne to us,
Camp Adair, between here and Corvallis, there were 60,000
soldiers.

Yow of course not all of these houses accomuoualing
these hundreds of thousands of soldiers and civilians were
heated with gas; perhaps not any one of them. But many of
them used gas for cooking, and the great incrcase in pogulation,
and in lines of manufacturing lhuat use gus, have uwde it neces-
Bary for Lhe gus company Lhat supplies wll tiuis area Lo do
something to maintain their abilily Lo provide gas [or their
present customers. .

/

Accourdingly they have maue a ruling that they will
not make apy conversions Lo ges heat fur anybody unuer present
conditions. They have not been able to increcase thelr oubputy
and present conditions make incrcase of their manufacturing
/ plants impossible for the present.

. As matters now stand, even if their manufacturing
plante were adequate, they could not et the material with
whioch 'to mnke the gas, They use crude oil, and wibth transe
portation what it is today, they cannol geb this old uy fiom
0alifornia in quantities that would Justify any increase in
the number of their customers.

Bl s In sddition to all Lais, Lhere are no gas furnaces
: R reion units for wood or coal furnaces aveilable. 1%
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may be Lhat some are being manufeotured, but they nre going
to areap Like douthemt Caldifurnin, where there is plenty of
{tl not only that furnished by the chembers of conmerce but
hl‘ whioh comea from the ground and that which ie made from
oil refuse, so thet they cen provide the fuel when the fure

neces are put in,

I thour"t it might be eamrler to find e chance tu put
in an oil furnsce, but was informed that the oll situation
ie even worse than the gas in this region. Right now the

umps == ie it pumpe or fans or whal is it that forces the
oil into the furnace? =~ are not obtainable. I got ne ene-
agouragement at oil on the oll inveatigation.

The manager of the gas company assured me Lhatl some
day they would not be turning away customers; that some day,
possibly late in 1947, but more 11 ely in 1948, they would be
seeking additional business, instead of telling everybody
that Lhey can't even get on the list yel.

Prospects are getting darker in this section of the
Tmited States, as the enclosed picture will show. I am en-
closing nlso the Oregonian lditorial on the subject.

1 Yi4## Thie is Sunday morning, as I did not get thie
enistle finished last evening. Rebecca is guing to church
with me this morning, for the first time Bince yearly meelLing,
which ended June 19. Tomorrow we shall be plenty busy, with
garden and probably the arrival of 140 bundles of shingles,
which I must get into the back yard where they will not be
quite so likely to be carted off =~ shingles are haru tu getl
and hard to keep heresbouts. Tuesday we go to Portiand for
a noon meal with some friends. Wednesdsy we may =-- it's Jjust
§ possible, though I suspect not too probable == get off to the
| | coaSt. On the other hand the shinglers may arrive that day,
in which case we'll probably put things off for a time while
we clean up the ten thousand carloads or less of shingles,
cedar and composition, which they will tear off of the old
roof before they put on the new shingles.

Portland has been all agog == going right from one
big gog into another =~ over the PGA golf tournament Lhe ‘
past week. In half an hour Beltin' Ben Hogan and Porky Oliver |
will be teeing off for the finals of the tournament. logen i
J
|

: and Lord Byron Yelson were the favorites at the beginning of
ot the tournament., Ferrier tore all records to shreds in the
' medal qualifying rounds, but he was eliminated some days ago.
Porky Uliver put both of the @old Dust Twine out, Nelgun first
end leter Jug MeSpeden. It ought to be a corking match today, A%
e8 both mgn have been making par look sick throughout the ¢ LU
nament, bl ' ' k.
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& and get ready for chureh., It's good to  °

with me for the firat time in more than
i e i
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