Digital Commons @ George Fox University
Western Evangelical Seminary Theses

Western Evangelical Seminary

5-1-1954

The History and Philosophy of the Joint
Department of Evangelism of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America
Donald Varce

Recommended Citation
Varce, Donald, "The History and Philosophy of the Joint Department of Evangelism of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the United States of America" (1954). Western Evangelical Seminary Theses. 77.
http://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/wes_theses/77

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Western Evangelical Seminary at Digital Commons @ George Fox University. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Western Evangelical Seminary Theses by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ George Fox University. For more
information, please contact arolfe@georgefox.edu.

APPROVAL SHEET
This thesis has been approved by the following faculty committee:
First reader:
Second reader:

THE HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY OF THE JOINT DEPARTMENT OF EVANGELISM
OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF' THE

CHURCID~S

OF CHRI ST

IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

by

Donald G. Varce

A Thesis

Presented to
the Faculty of the
Western Evangelical Seminary

In Partial Fulfillment
of the Requirements for the Degree

BACHELOR OF DIVINI TY

Portland 22, Oregon

May, 1954

TABLE OF CONTENTS
CHAPTER

I.

PAGE

INTRODUCTION ••.••••..•••••••••••• ••• ••••••••••••.••••••••

1

............................

1

Statement of the Problem ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

1

........................................

2

............................................

3

Importance of the study •••

Objectives
Limitations

Definition of Terms
Method of Procedure

...................................
...................................

Organi.zation •........•..................•............•
II.

FOUNDING OF THE COUNCIL Al'ID THE COMMISSION ON EVJ!..NGELISM

Introducti on ......•.••..•......................•......

s
s
7
7

................. ... . ....... . ....... .... ..
Organization ...........................................

11

Smmnary •.•..• •.. ...• • . · · • · · · · · • · · · · • · · · · · • • • • • · · • · · · • •

13

HISTORY OF THE COMMISSION ON EV fl.NGELISM •••••••••••••••••

is

Background ••

III.

4

Introduction ••••••••••••.••••

.......... ...............

7

15

First Quadrennium 1908-1912

...........................

is

Second Quadrennium 1912-1916

•........•..•.••...•.....•

1.5

...........................
..........
Fourth Quadrennium 1920-1924 ...... ... ...
Fifth Quadrennium 1924-1928 ...........................
Sixth Quadrennium 1928-1932 ...........................
Biennium 1933-1934 ....................................
Biennium 1935-1936 ....................................
Third Quadrennium 1916-1920

17
21
23
27

31
36

ii

CHAPTER

PAGE

...................................
Biennium 1939-1940 ...................................
Biennium 1941-1942 ................................. .
Biennium 1943-194Li ...................................
Biennium 1945-1946 ...................................
Biennium 1947-1948 ...................................
Biennium 1949-1950 ...................................
Biennium 1951-1952 ....................................
19.53 .................................................

90

Sunnnary ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

92

Biennium 1937-1938

'

IV.

....
Introduction ..........................................

THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE JOINT DEP.t\RTMENT OF EVANGELISM

...............................
Second Period 1918-1929 ..............................
First Period 1912-1918

.53
62
66
72
76
80

86

94
94
94
9.5

...............................
Fourth Period 1939-1953 ..............................

103

SlllDI!lary • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • · • • • • • • • • • • • •

107

Third Period 1929-1939

v.

42

97

.............................................
General Conclusions ..................................
Specific Conclusions .................................

109

Suggestions for Further Study ••••••••••••••••••••••••

112

CONCLUSIONS

.....................................................
BIBLIOGRAPHY ••••••• . . .... .. .. ...... ..... ........ .. ... ... ... . .
APPENDIX A DENOMINATIONS .....................................
FOOTNOTES

...

109

ill

11.5
135
150

iii

CHAPTER

PAGE

APPENDIX B SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS OF DR. GOODELL SUMMER OF 1928

151

APPEIIJDIX C CONFERENCES ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

152

APPENDIX D MISSIONS •.••••••••....••..•••••..••••.•••••••.•••

154

APPENDIX E

163

VISITATION EVANGELISM ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

CHAPI'ER I
INTRODUCTION
Importance of the Study
Most of the major denominations of America are members of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in Americao

This means

that they are represented in all the phases of the Council's work,
including its evangelistic endeavors.

The supreme purpose of the

Church should be to bring a sinful world to believe in Jesus Christ
as Saviour.

The Joint Department of Evangelism was especially

designed to lead the member denominations in this endeavor.

It is

important to study and note the measure of effectiveness which has
characterized this most significant area of the National Council's
work.
Statement of the Problem
To the writer's knowledge there has been no complete presentation of the history or philosophy of the Joint Department of
Evangelism of the National Council of Churches.

In recent years,

however, a very brief history of the field was issued by the Department o It served merely to point out the major areas of work in
which the

Depar·~ment

was active through the years.

It remained a

challenge for someone to give a more complete and up-to-date record
of the Department's activities.

The philosophy of the department has been considered more
often.

However, most of the efforts, with which the 1".Titer is

2

acauainted , have been in a summary and entirely critical manner .
The problem was , therefore, to give a balanced view of the total
emphases of the Department of Evangelism in the light of a parallel
historical account and record of what was accomplished .
There were some who expres sed the opinion that the appointment
of Rev. Charles B. Templeton, as the first full - time evangelist for
the Department in 1951, had marked a c hange in procedure and emphasis from that of the past .

It was necessary, therefore, to

consider his evangelistic views and work in order to give a complete
picture of the Department t s activities in the light of the previous
record .
Objectives
The first objective was to write a history and philosophy of
the Joint Department of Evangelism of the National Council of
Churches .

This study was made in view of the adverse criticism of

the Council's evangelistic activities, on the one hand, and the strong
defense of i ts work on the other .

It was the primary purpose of the

author to establish an opinion on the basis of knovrledge an9. the
facts.
Further, it was the desire of the writer to discover rhether
there have been basic changes _in policy and program of the Department
through the years .

If so, have those changes been beneficial,

harn:ful, or, of little conseauence?
.fJ.

further objective was of a more positive nature .

The

writer has had some contact with the Department 1 s program of church
·canvassing and the Visitation Evangelism program .

He was therefore

desirous to find information regarding other areas of evangelistic
endeavor .

3

Limitations
In some areas of this study the writer was limited by the
scarcity of material.

Some of the pamphlets that were printed in

the early days of the Department's history .are no longer in general
circulation.

A complete and detailed account of some of the

Preaching Missions, conducted under the sponsorship of the Department, was lacking.
The Federal Council Bulletin and National Council Outlook,
published monthly, except July and August, were considered the
primary sources since they gave the most detailed account of the
work.

However, in some areas those reports were incomplete and a

few of the early issues were not available o During the first
decade of the Federal Councills history, the Bulletin was not
published.

For this period, it was necessary to rely on a few

annual and quadrennial reports .

This fact made it impossible to

write as complete a history as it was possible to do for the later
years when the Bulletin was publishedo
Another lirnHation was the impossibilUy of making a study of
the theological views of all the hundreds of personalities wbo were
ac·l;ive in the worko

Time would forbid such a study.

Further, many

of the former leaders are no longer living and they ·wrote neither
books nor publications whereby one might discover their interpretation of evangelism.

Many common ·terms used in evangelism had various

meanings to the different men who were engaged by the department for
evangelistic work.

It was thus impossible to discover and evaluate

thoroughly all that was accomplished.

4

Def i nition of Terms
The following terms have been defined in order to more fully
acquaint the reader vrith the various phases of the work of the
Department of Evangelism .
Natio~

Preaching Mission.

This was a. venture sponsored by the

Department which was both evangelistic and educational.
were conducted in many cities across the country.
included:

The Missions

The program

ccnferences for ministers, seminars , luncheons for busi-

ness and professional leaders, meetings in shops and factories,
street preaching, and an evening united evangelistic meeting.
University Christian Mission o This was a united effort, carried on
by the Depart.ment and other agencies working in the student field,
'

which was designed to presen-t the claim of Christian faith and life
upon ·the students of the leading educational institutions of
America.

In this type of Mission the speakers appeared before

students i n t he classrooms, conducted public meetings in the evening
and led discussion groups on special
speakers

conducted

subjectse

Besides this, the

personal interviews with students and on' many

campuses they held daily luncheons for the faculty

members~

· Na'Gional Christian Mission o The National Christian Mission V\ras
carried on in a similar manner as the National Preaching Mission.
This

under·~aking,

hoVv-ever, was more particularly designed to help

the churches reach the unreached masses of our land.

Strong em-

phasis was placed on reci.chi ng high school young people and labor
groups in the communities.
American Christian Ashram.

The word

11

Ashram 11 is an ancient term

5
of East Indian origin, which means
education and community living.rt

11

a forest

colony for

spiritual

An Ashram is similar to the usual

re·treat except that in the Ashram there is more complete fellowship
and a more strict spiritual discipline.
National Mission to Christian Teachers.

This venture was a program,

conducted in cities across America, which was designed to help the
various

church school

teachers of the communities to become

aware of their evangelistic opportunities.

more

The team members of the

Mission condudied seminars for the officers and teachers.
Method of Procedure
In each chapter the method of procedure was to use available
material which most fully described the activities of the Departmento

n

was necessary to eliminate many irr.elevant

give a representative
however, without

details in order to

picture of the total work.

This was

done,

diminishing the over-all view of the program and

procedure of the Department.

The v.Titer

refrained from

quo·ting

outside criticism of the activities which are found in many books
and also religious and secular periodicals.

The record of the work

was left to speak for itself.
Organization
In the first chapter, the reader was made acouainted with
·the nature of the study.

In the second chapter a detailed

account

was given of the founding of the Federal Council and the Commission
on Evangelism.

This included many of the background movements which

were the antecedents of the Federal Council.

Besides this, con- ·

6

sideration was given to the organization and purpose of the Council
and the Com.mission on Evangelism.
Chapter three was devoted to a complete survey of the history
of the

Depar·~ment

of Evangelism of the Federal Council of Churches

until in 1951, it entered into the National Council of the Churches
of Chr is t in the United States of America.

The Department of

Evangelism of the Federal Council then became the Joint Department
of the National Council.

The history was considered by quadrenniums

until 1932 when the Council began to meet biennially.

CHAPTER II

FOUNDING OF THE COUNCIL AND THE COMMISSION ON EVANGELISM
Introduction
The history and philosophy of the Department of Evangelism of
the National Council cannot properly be understood without tracing
back to the founding of the Federal
Commission on Evangelism.

Council of Churches

and the

Thus, the writer considered the background

and beginning of the Federal Council.

Besides this, the plan and

objectives of the Council and the Commission on Evangelism were considered.
Background
The Federal Council of Churches was preceded by several
cooperative movements of the Nineteenth Century.
the following:

the American

American Sunday School Union

Bible

Among these were

Society formed in 1816:

organized in 1817, and the

Association for the Promotion of Christian Union on
Principles which came into being in 1839.
of influence,
This

howev~r,

The more

doctrine.

A creedal

im.~ediate

such points of

roots

Alliance.

conservative in

statement served as a guide for

membership and included

American

Apostolic

can be traced to the Evangelical

organization was international in scope and

the

emphasis as:

determining
the divine

inspiration and authority of the Holy Scriptures; the utter depravity
of human nature; and, justification of the sinner by faith

in the

atonement of Jesus Christ.l The primary contribution of the Evangelical Alliance

was the projection of the idea of federal union.

At

8

their conference in Chicago in 1893, Dr. Philip Schaff, who had been
closely connected with the

worl~

o.f the Alliance for many years, gave

reasons why organic union of all the churches seemed to him impossible
and then stated the form in which union was practicable.
Federal or confederate union is a
yoluntary association of different churches
in their official capaci·~y, each retaining
its freedom and independence in the management of its internal affairs but recognizing
one another as sisters with equal rights and
cooperating in general enterprises such as
the spread of the gospel at home and abroad,
the defense of the faith against infidelity,
the elevation of the poor and neglected
classes of society, works of philanthropy
and charity and moral reform.2
Such a body the Federal Council was destined to be.
The Evangelical Alliance soon passed from the scene of significant activity.

Dr. John A. Hutchison, Federal Council historian,

pointed this out concerning its failure:

"One of the clues to the

failure of the Evangelical Alliance was the theological rigidity
which prevented it from adjusting itself to one of the major transitions in the history of the American Church. 11 3

Theological

orthodoxy was beginning to stand in the way in an age which was
becoming increasingly anti-theological.

Another reason for the

decline of the Alliance was its failure to adjust to the demand for
a program of social emphasise
In 1894, the Open and Institutional Church League was formedo
The leading promoter of the League was Charles L. Thompson,

pastor

of the Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church in New York City.

Other

names which were prominent in the movement
Dickinson, F. M. North, Rev. J. L. Scudder,

were Rev. Charles Ao
Rev. C. S. Mills and

9

Rev. Elias B. Sanfordo4

This

organization

sought to emphasize

social service and church federation in keeping
the times.

11

~~th

the trend of

It is not too much to say that the Federal Council was

born of this marriage between the idea of social service and the idea
of interdenominational
cooperation, the Open

cooperation. 11 5
Church

League

In its
promoted

federations which projected many types of
11

While the Open Church League was a good

institutional

interest in

church enthusiasts, it was

local

and

church
state

inter-church activities.
rallying
soon

ground

seen

for

to be an

inadequate medium for the rapidly growing federation movement. 11 6
In 1901, at Philadelphia, the National Federation of Churches
and Christian Workers was organized.

The leaders of the Open Church

League were largely responsible for the genesis of this

J. Cleveland Cady, a layman, became

movement.
president.?

the first

Its organization was on a voluntary basis

individuals and a few congregations.
cooperation

Its chief

Federation

composed of

emphasis

and service in spite of theological

and only

was on

differences.

There were those who believed that this type of federation would
eventually result in wiping out the six hundred
yearly crime bill and of rendering
Prince of Darkness.8
movement.

million

impotent the

dollar

empire of the

This type of optimism characterized the entire

In keeping with their purpose of effecting a closer and

more official

federation of churches, the National

Federation

Churches and Christian Workers voted that the various
bodies be asked to send

delegates to a conference

Protestant

at which

official Federation of churches could be formulated.
A committee which included among its members

an

of

10

11filliam Hayes Viard, Congregationalist;
William H. Roberts, Charles 1. Thompson and
Cleveland Cady, Presby!;erians; Frank Mason
North, William I. Haven, Methodists; Henry
L. Morehouse and Rivington Lord, Baptists;
and George Unangst Wenner, Lutheran, was
appointed to carry on the necessary correspondence with denominational bodies.9
A letter was drafted asking for official delegates to meet in 1905
with power to discuss federation.

There vras a favorable response and

thirty denominations sent official delegates to a conference (Interchurch Conference on Federation) at Carnegie Hall in New York,
November 15-21, 1905.
Dr. William H. Roberts, Stated Clerk of the General Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., was

elected

chairman of this Interchurch Conference on Federation.

permanent
The

chief

purpose of the conference was to draft a "plan of federation 11 which
was to be presented to the various denominations for their approval.
Consequen-Gly, a Business Committee consisting of forty representa·~ives

of all the churches gave careful attention to forming

federation plan.

the

After it was drafted, the five-hundred delegates of

the Conference unanimously adopted it.

"Only

·~wo

minor changes in

the way of amendments were made, and with a single dissenting vote
the Evangelical Churches of America agreed that ' The Church's one
foundation is Jesus Christ the Lord. 1 rrlO

In the preamble it

was

stated that it seemed fitting more fully .to manifest the essential
oneness of the Christian Churches of America in Jesus Christ as their
Divine Lord and Saviour, and to promote the spirit of fellmvship,
service and cooperation among them.

The plan proposed at

~his

conference was ratified in 1908 at Philadelphia by twenty-nine

I
11

denominations and the F'ederal Council of Churches of Christ in
America was formed.11
Organization
In the Plan of Federation which became the constitution of
the Council, five objectives were se-1; forth:
I. To express the fellowship and
catholic unity of the Christian Church.
II. To bring the Christian bodies of
America into united service for Christ and
·!;he world ..
III. To encourage devotional fellowship
and mu-tual counsel concerning the spiritual
life and religious activities of the churches.
IV. To secure a larger combined influence for the churches of Ch..rist in all
matters affecting the moral and social condition of the people, so as to promote the
application of the law of Christ in every
relation of human life.
V. To assist in the organization of
local branches of the Federal Council to
promote its aims in their comrnunities.12
As to limitations, t,he constitution provided that:
This Federal Council shall have no
authority over the constituent bodies
adhering to it; but its province shall be
limited to the expression of its counsel
and ·t;he recommending of a course of action
in matters of common interest to the
churches, local councils and individual
Christians.
It has no authority to draw up a
common creed or form of government or of
worship, or in any vray ·t;o limit the full
autonomy of the Christian bodies adhering
to it.13
Provision for representation of the member churches in the Council
and on the Executive Committee was made in the following manner:
Each of the Christian bodies adhering
·t;o this Federal Council shall be entitled to
four members, and shall be further entitled

12

to one member for every 50,000 of its
communicants or major fraction thereof.

. . .The. .Executive
. ... . . ... .. . .. . .
Committee shall consist

of two representatives: One minister and
one layman from each of the constituent
bodies and one additional representative
who may be either a minister or laymen for
every five hundred thousand of its communicants or major f r action thereof, together
with the President, all ex-Presidents, the
Recording Secretary and the Treasurer. The
Executive Committee shall have authority to
attend to all business of the Federal
Council in the intervals of its meetings
and to fill all vacancieso It shall meet
for organization ·at the call of the President of the Council immediately upon the
adjournment of the Federal Council, and
shall have power to elect its own officers.14
The Federal Council of Churches was thus launched upon the turbulent
waters of American interdenominational life, in which so many other
well-conceived schemes for Christian unity have perished.15
In 1911, an Evangelistic Com.rnittee was created on the same
footing with other standing cormnittees.

They included the following:

a Committee on Foreign Missions, a Committee on Home Missions, on
Sunday Observance, on Temperance, on Family Life and a Committee on
Literature and Education.

Dr. William Ho Roberts was made the

Chairman of the Evangelistic Committee.16 Considerable research was
done and preparation was made in order to present a report and make
its recommendation and plan for cooperative work in Evangelism .
name of the proposed commission was the

11

The

Commission on Evangelism of

the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America." 17

In

1912, the Commission was authorized by the Council to be established
in accordance with the proposed plan.

Its powers included the

establishment of a general office and the appointment of officers,

agents and committ,ees.18

However, the chairman was to be selected by

the President of the Councii.19

The Commission wa s to offer aid to

all Evangelistic agencies of the denominations, accredit evangelists
upon certification of good standing from the denominations, promote
the spirit of evangelism, and stimulate the production of literature
dealing with principles and methods of work o20 The following rules
were binding upon the Commission:
(a) Work within any given denomination shall
be entirely within denominational control,
through an agency appointed by its supreme
governing or advisory body, such agency to
be a medium of communication with the
Commission; (b) No particular method of
evangelistic work shall be commended by the
Commission, but information shall be given
as to all methods; (c) Proposals for interdenominational movements shall be advised
upon, first, with denominational agencies,
and then shall be carried forward, with their
consent, under the auspices of the Commissiono21

Finances for operation of the Commission were to be provided by
voluntary contributions solicited by the Cornmission.22

Reports were

to be made to the Executive Committee of the Federal Council annually
and whenever reauired.

Thus, the plan and program of the Commission

on Evangelism was established.
Summary
The foregoing study has revealed that the federative process
was gradual over a period of years and it had its final consummation
in the organization and structure of The Federal Council of The
Churches of Christ in America.

It has also been shown that clear

objectives and regulations were set forth in the cons·titution of the
Council.

The Commission on Evangelism was chartered in the early

I

14
years of the Council in order to acquaint its constituency with
various principles and methods of work in the field of evangelism as
well as to offer aid in carrying out an evangelistic program.

CHAPI'ER III
HISTORY OF THE COMM:ISSION ON EVANGELISM
Introduction
The last chapter was devoted, in part, to a consideration of
the background and birth of the Commission on Evangelism.

The

present chapter has delt with the growth and enlargement of the
Commission and a detailed account of its work vras presented.

The

history of the Corrunission on Evangelism has been traced by quad renniums until 1932.

After that date the Council met biennially,

hence, a corresponding change was made in this presentation.
First Quadrennium 1908-1912
The first Quadrennium of the Federal Council '\lvas dev·o ted
largely to organization.

The Commission on the Church and Social

Service and the Commission on Peace and Arbitration were the only
Commissions functioning during this period.23

Several Committees

were formed at this time and some of them were enlarged to become
Commissions of the Federal Council in 19120

As was seen i n the last

chapter, the Committee on Evari.gelism, which functioned during the
first Ouadrennium, became the Commission on Evangelism at the second
Quadrennial Council in 1912.
Second C.uadrennium 1912-1916
Under the provisions of the Constitution the newly elected
President of the Council, Professor Shailer Mathews , appointed Dr.

16
William H. Roberts chairman of the Commission on Evangelism.
other officers chosen were:
D.D. ; secretary,

Rev~ ~'m.

11

The

vice-chairman, Rev. Joseph F. Berry,

E. Biederwolf, D. D.; recording secretary

and treasurer, Charles E. Schaeffer, D.n. 11 24 The Commission held its
first regula.r meeting at Atlantic City, New Jersey, September 16 to
17,

It was reported here that negotiations were in progress to

1913~

secure an office for the Conunission.

By the following year the head-

quarters of the Commission had been secured in the Witherspoon
Building in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania .
An effort was made to get each of the member denominations to
set up a National Evangelistic Committee with whom the Commission
could work.

By 1915 most of the denominations had appointed

CommHtees on Evangelism and the Commission emphasized its judgment
that the time had come to consider the question of a Nation- Wide
Evangelistic Campaign.25

It was pointed out that the time for such

a campaign was ripe as vrd.s indicated by the demand for "The Call to
Prayer for a World-Wide Revival, 11 issued by the Commission in 1914,
and by the correspondence with influential Christian leaders.26
Contemplating the possibility of actual evangelistic work by the
Commission, it was urged that the Committees on Evangelism of the
denominations should make a studied investigati on of the ability and
character and general fitness of the men of their respective denominations who were desirous of doing the work of an evangelist.

The

information furnished by this method was the basis upon whi ch the
Commission determined those who worked with their approval.

A

standard of principles was prepared to guide ·the approved evangelists.

Included in these principles were the following:

the

17

guarding of the work of the press, as far as possible, against
exaggerated reports of conversions and seating capacity of bui ldings;
reporting all decisions under the two-fold heading of (1)

Decisions~

referring to what are commonly known as conversions, the age of young
persons to be indicated on the cards, (2) Reconsecrations; and, urge
the pastors to put into execution at the close of the campaign at
least one of the Plans for Conservation of Results adopted by the
Commission.27
The Federal Council committed to the Commission the work of
the religious activities during the Panama-Pacific Exposition at San
Francisco, California, in 1915.

11

The approximate conversions re-

ported at the tabernacle meetings were J,000 and at all other places,
about 500, a total of about J, 500. rr 28
Third

Quadre~nium

1916-1920

At the meeting of the Federal Council in St. I"ouis in
December 1916, Dr. Roberts retired as chairman of the Commission, and
Frank Mason North, President of the Council, appointed Charles L.
Goodell of New York City to take his place.
as Executive Secretary.

Dr. Biederwolf continued

Later, however, it was agreed by the Commis-

sion that i f any constructive work was to be accomplished, it would
be necessary to have a Secretary who would be able to devote all of
his time to the work.

Dr. Biederwolf felt that he was unable to give

all his time and in 1918 he resigned his position as Secretary.29: Dr.
Goodell, at the earnest solicitation of the members of the Commission,
resigned as Chairman and was elected Executive Secretary.

11

In his

place, James M. Speers was elected, the first and only layman to

I

18

occupy this pos ition . 1130 After a general conference with the members
of the Commission, it was decided to pla ce the emphasis upon pastoral
and personal evangelism, while remaining sympathetic to the work of
accredited vocational eva.ngelists .31
The Secretary began at once a round of
engagements in the theological schools and
colleges, north and South. Addresses were
given in such representative theological
schools as Yale, Princeton, ChiC2.go , Boston,
Drew, Evanst on, Hartford, Western Theological
Seminary, and Pittsburgh Theological
Seminary .32
Besides this, large gatherings of ministers were held in connection
with the colleges where Dr . Goodell gave a series of addresses

on

pra ctical pastoral evangelism.
Meetings, in which method, ·training and inspiration have been
the objectives, were held in various cities and at the great suroJner
conferences

of the Church.33

Along with these

meetings, theater

meetings were held where i t 'VI-as possible to reach many who did not
ordinarily attend churcho
These services, covering not more than forty
minutes, gave a fine opportunity f or Christian
people to induce their friends in stores and
manufactori.es to spend a few minutes under
Christian influence where some earnest message
might reach •their hearts and change their
lives.34
At a meeting of the Secretaries of Evangelism for the various
denominations, called by the Commission on April 15, 1920, a plan was
agreed upon for a general outline of evangelistic effort for the
year.

This plan, which was as follows , was worked with signal

success:
September to D§cember. Meeting of Church
Evangelistic Committees to face the year's
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work and map out the year's program. Church
Rally. Parish Survey. Fall reception of
members possibly at October or November
Corrnnuniono
January to Easter. Evangelistic preachingo
An active Invitation Committee to work with
pastor in securing new members. Pastor's
training class. The Lenten .Prayer Calender.
E.."'Ctended use of Fellowship of prayer in private devotions. Holy Week Services to be
observed in the churches simultaneously or in
some down-town centres, like theaters, etc.
The Easter Ingathering.35
It was also suggested that effective continuation plans should last

until Pentecost with emphasis on enlisting the new members in a task
of Christian service.
In consideration of the forces and methods of Evangelism the
Commission emphasized tl'Bt the prerequisite ·ror all evangelistic
effort must be the evangelistic passion which can be found nowhere
but in fellowship with Jesus Christ.

Also the pastor must, in large

measure, accept the responsibility for the spiritual life of the
church and cornmunity.36

"God, mn, sin, salvation, service-these

are the great themes on which he must speak words that burn.

He

must have the holy optimism born of unyielding faith, and his
message must have in it the note of vict ory over sin and shame and
death. 11 37

At the same time, the important place of faithful, praying

laymen in the work of the church was emphasized.
Several specific recommendations were made as to methods of
work .

It was advocated that there be an evangelistic committee in

every church to see that no other interests of the Church should
obscure the one great purpose for which the Church stands in its
world-wide work.

In connection with this, the Commission urged Win
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One Leagues and other associations to be formed which would lay
definite siege for the souls of men and not be satisfied until their
efforts were rewarded by actual surrender to Jesus Christo38
The Commission also urged family worship upon the attention of
pastors and people.
word of God.

Prayer topics were sent out buttressed by the

In connection with local church federations attention

was called to the importance of the evangelism of the shop and the
s-treeto

It was stated that there were great possibilities in open-

air preaching.39
As to special seasons of Evangelism, the Goruinission stated:
"We are urging wherever it is possible that the individual church
and pastor hold special revival services daily for two or more
·weeks.1140 The messages from the pulpit were to be of a kind to
intensify conviction and bring decision~41

Two seasons which were

said to have been especially successful in the past were the Week
of Prayer, held the first week in January, and, the Lenten period.
As to the Commission's regard for vocational evangelism,
Hutchison has this to say:

"Under Goodell the effort to domesticate

evangelism within the church continuad. n42

There seemed to be

agreement that the normal and ideal condition in evangelistic work
prevailed with pastoral and personal effort while re cognizing value
in the work of men especially called to be evangelists.43

Emphasis

was placed on the fact th:it the day of irresponsible evangelists had
passed and only those who were accredited evangelists were employed.44
.Publication of literature by the Commission on Evangelism
included leaflets on such subjects as An Autumn Jggathering, and,

!
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Experiencing Religi,,2f!.
In September 1920, James M. Speers resigned as Chairman of the
Commission and the President of the Federal Council, Robert E. Speer,
appointed J. Ross Stevenson, President of Princeton Theological
Seminary, in his place.45
Fourth Quadrennium 1920- 1924
It was reported that James Speers, the chairman of the Commission during this quadrennium, inspired confidence and assisted in
giving the work new dimensions as well as a new direction.

The name

of the Commission was enlarged during this period to the Commission
on Evangelism and Life Serviceo46
At the request of many cities throughout the country the
Commission assisted the churches in presenting method and inspiration
for united simultaneous effort for spiritual results.
developed county and state work, 11 i·t; was reported,

11

"We have also

and are helping

in the forming of such associations as hope to meet the evangelistic
need of the rural communities. 11 47

In 1923 it was

reported

that

community-wide evangelism during the pre- Easter period had met with
an almost unparalleled success. Many cities held dmm- tovm

evan-

gelistic services at the noon hour in one of the leading theaters,
with outstanding speakers, who drew great audiences day after day
during several weeks of the Lenten periodo48
The Commission also united on a Fellowship of Prayer program.
In 1923 more than t.hree hundred thousand copies of the prayer booklet
were circulated and hundreds of newspapers published, every day
during the pre- Easter period, the Scriptures, song, and prayer which
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were suggested by the Commission.

The booklet was prepared by Dr.

Fagley of the Congregational Conunission.49
In 1924 it was reported that the Universal Week of Prayer
topics were coming into increasing favor and that Dr. Speer had
prepared the topics for the year in cooperation with the World's
Evapgelical Alliance of Englanct.50
A general met;hod of increasing church attendance was planned

and projected during this periodm

A stirring paper was presented by Dr. R. L.
Russell of the M.E. Church, South, on the
"Absentee Church Member. 11 It was ordered
printed by our Commission and thousands of
copies of it have been distributed throughout; the country. The paper by Dr. R. c.
Helfenstein· of the Christian Church on "The
Pastor and Evangelism, 11 is now being printed.
Our Committee on Literature, of whi ch Dr~ F.
L. Fagley, of the Congregational Commission,
is chairman, has sent out suggestive items for
twelve messages to be used in church and local
papers . Dr. Jesse M. Bader, Superintendent of
Evan gelism for the Disciples, was asked to
send special articles to the Churches ••••
Your Secretary was instructed to prepare a
message on La.ymen and the Church, thousands
of copies of which have already been distributea .51
At the regular meeting of the Commission held at New York on
March 21, 1924, Dr. Bader suggested that the Commission hold an
annual retreat at Northfield, Massachusetts.

Consequently, the first

of a series of these retreats was held at Northfield, June 24-26,
1924.5 2
An earnest request was sen·b to the Secretaries of City Federations and other church leaders throughout the country asking that
they use the radio to broadcast every Sunday, and as often as
possible during the week, sermons of real evangelistic value.

The
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results in New York from the work of the Federation of Churches was
very satisfactory as indicated by hundreds of messages received by
people who had accepted the invitation of the preacher and had given
themselves to Jesus Christ for life and service.53
Fifth Quadrennium 1924-1928
Rev. William Horace Day, pas tor of the United Congregational
Church of Bridgeport, Connecticut, accepted the chairmanship of the
Commission for this quadrennium.

He was also chairman of the Com-

mission on Evangelism in the Congregational Church.

Associated with

Dr. Day as Vice-Chairman was Wilfred W. Fry, a prominent layman and
business man of Philadelphia.54
Early in the first year of this period the Secretaries of
Evangelism a ccompanied Dr. Goodell on an extended trip of the west
beginning at Spokane and covering fourteen cities, ending at
Denver.55

The Federations and Councils of Churches in the cHies

visited laid a good foundation f or the conferences and many pastors
and laymen from outlying towns were gathered together in these
meetings.

It wa,s repor ted that in nearly every city plans were

formulated to carry forward evangelistic services with the emphasis
laid on personal work.56

I n 1928 it was reported that :

The annual two weeks' visitation of the
Secretaries of Evangelism for the various
denominations to leading cities has just been
completed. The foliowin g cities were visited:
Rochester and Buffalo, N. Y., Erie, Pa.,
Youngstown and Cleveland, o., Marion and
I ndianapolis, Ind., Harrisburg, Altoona and
Philadelphia, Pa. In addition to the Secretaries, the following also represented the
denominations named: Dr . Warren w. Pickett
(Congregational), Dr. Harold Rambo, Dr.
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Henry Marcotte and Dr. Ross Stover (Presbyterian), Dr. Lloyd S. Charter (Protestant
Episcopal), Dr. John Greenfield (Moravian).
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Pastors from rural appointments expressed
themselves as getting a new conception of
their task and new encouragement to carry ·.it
forward. Methods adopted by certain churches
were carefully unfolded for the benefit of
others, by the secretaries who had seen their
effectiveness. Many of the pastors gave
thrilling descriptions of their own methods
of work and the results which had been
attainea.57
Durj.ng the summer of the same year Dr .. Goodell , the Executive
Secretary, travelled in Canada and the United States, speaking at
conferences and assembli es .ss

By

the end of the ouadrennium it was

stated ·hhat nearly all of the great cities in the country had been
visited, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and from the Lakes to the
Gulf .59

At the fall meeting of t,he Commission in 1928 it was decided

that the secretarial visitation for January would be confined to the
West and Middle-West.60
Each year a call was issued for the observance of the Universal Week of Prayer during the first week of the year.

More

import,ant, a Fellowshi_p of frayer for the Lenten period was inaugurated and the little manual of devotions was annually prepared and
circulated by hundreds and thousands.61

By 1928 more than half a

million copies of the manual had been distributed.

Rev. Jay T.

Stocking was the author of the daily studies for that year & The
general theme was

11

The Fruits of Religion, 11 and the themes for

successive 1//eeks were:

The Forgiveness of Sin, Religion and Health,

Religion and the Joyous Life, Religion and the Productive Life,
Religion and Character, Religi on and Power, and, Religion and Hope.62
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It was reported that the influence of The Fell owship of Prayer had
been extended into additional millions of lives through radio and
the more ·t.han two hundred thirty daily newspapers, with a total
circula.tion of over three million five hundred thousand which printed
the Fellowshipo63
In Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania the Council of Churches sponsored
a visitation campaign with seven hundred personal workers who reported that the results of two weeks ' efforts had indicated seven
thousand decisions to unite ~"ith the church.64

However, the report

of the Commission on Evangelism and Life Work f or the quadrennium
stated that:
• • • there are disturbing facts today, such
as the paucity of visible spiritual returns
and a failure to add to the numerical advance
of the church, which force us to deep heartsearching and to such an analysis of presen·t.
conditions as will save us from increasing
disappointment.65
The report of a lack of visible spirHual returns accompanied the
followin g recommendation from the Business Committee of the Council:
'Among the methods of personal Evangelism
which have received the sanction of the
Church we a re glad to commend that method
which is known as Visltation Evangel ism.
That it may not become simply a method of
numerical increase we urge that those who
undertake it make prayerful preparation of
their ovm hearts, to the end that those won
shall come into vital connections with
Jesus Christ before they are received into
His Church. Then shall Christian training
eventuate in Christian character.166
It was the conclusion of the Commission that in the field of Christian
Education there was a measure of failure in securing spiritual
comrnitment.67
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The Commission noted the fa ct that some of the constituent
denomina·tions were observing the 190oth anniversary of the three
greatest years the world ever saw.

It was stated that they were

restudying the life of Christ for its spiritual message and were
looking forward to the 1900th anniversary of Pentecost as a time of
great spiritual dedication and enduement of power.68

The Commission

voted at ·the September meeting in 1928 that the matter of recommending a general interdenominational observance be referred for
final decision to the Cuadrennial Meeting of the Federal Council
that was to be held at Rochester in December.69
Dr. F. L. Fagley, Chairman of the Committee on Lit,erature,
reported tha·t:
A series of leaflets on the importance of the
Church has also been prepared and so printed
that each pastor can put on the imprint of
his own church, or reprint them for his own
local need, or use them from week to week in
the church bulletin • • • The topics of the
series are: 1. Why the Church Is of Value
to You. 2. What the Church Should Do for
the Com.~unity. 4. What This Church Offers
You. There is also a leaflet entitled 11when
Autumn Comes, 11 which is especially desirable
for use in connection ~~th the fall rally.70
During this period the Commission on Evangelism and Life
Service continued the annual retreat which was first held at
Northfield, Massachusetts.

"There they drank from the old wells,

and warmed their spirits at the hearth where once Moody and his
associates had kindled a flame of Evangelism.

To this retreat noted

religious leaders from this and other countries were invitect.n?l
The summer of 1928 found the Commission in a new location for the
retreat and conference.

Broxville, New York was the scene of this
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well attended gathering of evangelism secretaries.

Dean Weigle of

Yale gave reassuring addresses which emphasized that the leaders in
religious education are realizing the supremacy of spiritual values
in their work and seeking the definite commitment of youth to Jesus
Christ. 72
Sixth Quadrennium 1928-1932
Bishop A. R. Clippinger, of the United Brethren in Christ
Church, be came the Chairman of the Commission for ·t;his Quadrennium.
In 1932 it was announced that Dr. Jesse M. Bader had accepted the
call to become Field Secretary for Evangelism to work hand in hand
with Dr. Goodell, the Executive Secretary of the Commission.

Dr.

Bader became the first President of the World Convention of the
Disciples of Christ in 1930 and was General Secretary of that Convention vrhen called to his position with the Federal Council. 73
The Univers al We ek of Prayer, the first week in January, was
observed each year as in the past .

In 1930 the Commission stressed

the need of prayer in launching the nineteen-hundredth anniversary of
Pentecost which was observed that year.74

In 1932, instead of using

the topics prepared by the British Section of the World's Evangelical
Alliance, as had been done in other years, fresh material was prepared with the needs of the American churches particularly in mind.,75
The pamphlet, prepared by the Commission, was widely distributed and
the topics were reprinted in the religious press .
The Fellowship of Prayer Lenten devotional, prepared by the
Commission, received wide distribution with the circulation of se,ren
hundred thousand copies in 1931.76 More newspapers published the
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daily sections of the Fellowship of Prayer

than in any

previous

period and the Lenten material was used for devotional broadcasting
during Holy Week over many radio stationso??
As in the preceding quadrennium, the

denomination~1 - Secretaries

of Evangelism visited several cities in order to stimulate an active
interest in evangelismo

Some of the vital questions discussed were

as follows:
The Evangelistic Church
1. Winning Adults for Christ
2o Reaching Children and Youth for
Christ
·
3. Conserving the New Members of the
Church
The Kind of City Christ Wants
The Kind of Christian Christ ~ ants
The Kind of Church Christ Wants
The Enrichment of the Spiritual Life
Spiritual Power for Evangelism through
1. Prayer
2. Cooperation
3. The Holy Spirit
Building an Evangelistic Program for the
Local Church.78
The year 1930, marked the observance of the 1900th Anniversary
of Pentecost.

In order to stimulate a united observance, the Com-

mission on Evangelism issued a series of sermon topics for the te n
day period.

The topics were as follows:
Easter, April 20
Morning-11 0ur Risen Lord"
Evening-- 11 The Way of the Burning Heart"
Sunday, April 27
Morning--"The Meaning of Pentecost 11
Evening- 11 Can Pentecost be Repeated? 11
Sunday, May 4
Morning--"The Fellowship of the Upper
Room"
Evenj_ng-- 11 The Christ of Pente cost"
Sunday, May 11
Morning-"Pentecost and the Hol y Spirit"
Evening,--11 World Witness for Christ 11
Sunday, May 18

I
I
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Morning- "Pentecos t and Evangelism 11
Evening - "The Racial Fellowshi.P of
Pentecosti:
Sunday, May 25
Mor ning- 11 Peter--The Pente co st Prea cher"
Evening- "Pente co st and Personal
Salvation"
Sunday, June 1
Morning--11 The Meaning of Church
Membership"
Evening--"The Pers onal Ouestion of
"Pentecost"
Pentecost Sunday, June 8
Morn i ng--11 Pentecost-- The Birthday of
the Church "
Evening-"Perpetuating Pentecostn79
A series of topics for prayer meetings for the ten days immediately
preceding Pentecost were outlined as follows:
1.

The Promise of Pentecost and the ChristDefined Miss i on of the Holy Spirit
2. Pentecost and Prayer
3. Pentecost and Unit y
4. Pentecost and the Passion of Jesus
5. Pentecost and Its Results
6 . Pentecost and the Program of the Kingdom
7 . Pentecost and Witnessing
3. Pentecos t and Its Message
9. The Holy Spirit Hindered
10. The Holy Spirit Glorified . BO
The Pentecost movement was one without

~dditional

external organiza-

tion or machinery, with no financial pla.ns , or looking for statistics,

.

but a strong emphasis upon a receptive attitude to the spirit of God
throughout the churches 031 Reports presented by the secretaries for
evangelism in several denominations showed that the observance of the
anniversa ry had been productive both in additions to membership and
in deepening the personal religious life of pastors and people . 32
The annual Conference-Retreat on Evangelism, sponsored by the
Commission, was held dur i ng the quadrennium.

In 1930, the site of

the Conference was East Northfi eld, Mas sachusetts and the addresses

I
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were scheduled to cover the following two general themes :

Evangelism in the Light of the World Situation 11 and,
Realities of Christian Experience~ 11 83

11

"Our

The Abiding

The afternoon sessions were

devoted chiefly t o a consideration of methods and plans for the
following year ' s worke

Other discussions had to do with "Cardinal

Elements in a Pr ogram of Evangelism" and "Youth and Evangelismn84
The retreats f or 1931 and 1932 were also held at East Northfield, Massachusetts.

In 1931, a suggested evangelistic program f'or

the year wa.s agreed upon, the essential points of which were as
follows:

The Deepening of the Spiritual Life, 2.

1.

of Others to Christ, 3.
Helping the Pastor .85

The Winning

Conserving Evangelistic Results, and, 4.
The following year, 1932, a program of

evangelism was adopted which set forth three major items:

The deepening of the spiritual life
through personal daily devotions, enrichment_ of public worship and church
attendance.
2. Aggressive soul winning through
personal work, educational evangelism,
evangelistic preaching and the holding
of special night-by-night services.
3o The conservation of evangelistic
results by the care and culture of the
new members and of the members whg move
from one community to another. 8
1.

The first 1,veek of Oc·tober, 1932, ·was set aside as a special
period of penitence and prayera

The proposal was made in view of

the grave difficulties whi ch confronted the nation and the 1rvorlG..

Emphasis was laid upon using the regular services of the week for
the special period of penitence and prayero87
In

pril, 1931, it was announced that the name of the Com-

:nission was changed from the "Commission on Evangelism and Life
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Service" back to the simpler form, the "Commission on Evangelism. 11 88
At the Seventh Quadr ennial meeting of the Federal Council of

Churches, held in Indianapolis from December 6 to 9, 1932, several
far-reaching changes were made.

Significant among these was the new

plan for the Council to meet every two years rather than every four ..

Also, the committees and commissions
major departments.

The name of the

~ere
11

reorganized into eight

Cornmission on Evangelism" was

changed ·to the "Department of Evangelism. 089

Under the new plan the

members of the Departments were to be appointed by the Executive
Committee of the Councilo

Previous to this ti.me the Constitution had

provided that the President of the Council was to appoint the members
of the Commissions.

In the light of the fact tha·t; the Council changed its procedure and held its regular meet:ings every two ye ars, from 1932 until
the present, the writer likewise changed his procedure and considered the work of the Department of Evangelism by bienniums instead of
°b:'J quadrenniums.

Biennium 1933-1934
With the new plan of biennial meetings of the Council came a
corresponding change in the tenure of office for the Council officerse

The newly appointed chairman of the Department of Evangelism,

to succeed Bishop Clippinger, was William Hiram Foulkes, minist er of
the Old First Church (Presbyterian), Newark, New Jersey.

The vice-

chairman was William S. Abernethy, minister of Calvary Baptist Church
in Washington D. c.90
In keeping with other changes, the Tenth Annual Evangelistic

I
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Conference met in Pittsburgh; Pennsylvania, April 19- 21, 1933.

The

conference had formerly been held ·in June but many leaders felt that
if the result of that meeting, at which plans were devised for evangelism during the year, could be known before the annual meetings of
the denominations, those plans could be more effectively incorporated
into the general program of each church.91

Among the messages

delivered at the conference was one deli-vered by Dr . William Hiram
Foulkes on the subje ct "First Things Fi rst, 11 and another by Bishop
William F . McDowell, of the Methodist Episcopal Church, on the theme
11

That I viay Save Some . 11

of the Department.92

This was the most largely attended meeting

In developing a program for the year 1934, the

main emphasis was placed on the reaching and winning of childhood and
youth to Christ.

A 11 Youth Committee on Evangelism, 11 numbering

twenty, was appointed by the Department.
At the Eleventh Annual Conference, held in Columbus, Ohio,
April 3- 5, 1934, the emphasis was again placed on the Youth Movemen-b o
This was lndicated as follows:

"Further plans were projected for a

united effort on the part of the denominations and ·the various youth
organizations of the churches during the coming year, whic h will
organize the youth of the Church to reach other youth for Christ on93
Evangelism of children and youth in the Sunday schools and home was
s,i;ressed o
attention.

New techniques for effective e vangelism also received
One of the recornrnenda·liions of the Conference was that

Ascension Day and the day of Pentecost be appropriately observed.
The Week. _of Prayer, for January 1- 7, 1933, was observed again
by the Department.

Rev. William Hiram Foulkes headed the committee

which prepared the Scripture studies, meditations and suggestions for
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prayer for each day of the week a 94

In 1934. the week was observed

from January 8- 13. 95
The Fellowship of Prayer devotional booklet, for the Lenten
season of 1933, was prepared by Professor Gaius Glenn Atkins of
Auburn Theological Seminary.

Over six hundred thousand copies of the

prayer devotional were sold and ·distributed .

The 1934 booklet was

prepared by Dr. Charles E. Jefferson, minister Emeritus of the Broadway Tabernacle in New York.

of the daily devotional.

11

Men Ought Always to Praytt was the theme

Over six hundred fifty thousand copies 1ere

distributed . 96
The first year of this biennium the Department of Evangelism
made a special effort to use the period of Pentecost as a time of
Evangelism o Four definite things were emphasized to make the fiftyday period from Easter to Pentecost one of spiritual and numerical

advance for the Church.

It was pointed out

tl~t

the Easter ingath-

ering of members was often neglected and t.hus the conservation of
results was the first point of emphasis; second, the observance of
Ascension Day was advocated; third, the observance of the Upper Room
Anniversary Days; and four·t;h the observance of Pentecost.

In 1934,

the Department reported tha t the observa.nce of the Lenten period had
met with unusual results in various parts of the nation o Att endance
and addition of new members was very encouraging and Easter Sunrise
Services were prominent . 97
In the early months of 1933, winter conferences on Evangelism
were held in cities throu ghout the Middle-west~ 98

During the week of

January 16- 20, the denominational secretaries, or their represent a tives, reached a total of 1,135 ministers besides many l aymen i n
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these conferences.

The fall series were called ir spirHual Recovery

Confel·ences 11 and included cities in the East . 99

The following was

stated about these conferences prior to the visit to these cities:
The purpose is not to present any "cut and
dried 11 evangelisti c program t o a lo cal
community but rather to stimulate the evangelistic spirit and help the churches
a chieve thei r own goals . One of the most
valuable contribu·t;ions is the deepening of
a sense of united responsibility on the
part of the pastors o
These conferences are held in cooperat i on with the city · federations of
churches o The speake r s, some four or
five in number for each city, are the
officially appointed representatives of
their denominations olOO
In November, fifteen different speakers were used in the Pacific
Coast conferences he l d in seven different cities.

The attendance

was large and "the testimony of many leaders in Seattle, Portland ,
Sacramento, Oakland, Fresno, Los Angeles and San Diego was ·t;ba't; a
great stimulus was given to the evangelistic spirit of the
churches. nl Ol

During January twelve city- wide conferences were held

in Eastern and Southern states . 10.2

It was reported that throughout

the conferences the attitude of the ministers was one of great expactancy, that the weeks ahead would show marked evidence of
spiritual revivai .103

At the conference held for the Manhattan

pastors, under the auspices of the Greater New York Federation of
Churches, the f ollowing themes were among those presented:
"The Imperishable Evangel of E-t:.ernal Salvat ion, " by the Right Rev. Philip Cook,

Wilmington, Delaware; "A Witnessing Church in
a Changing World, 11 by Dr o Joseph R. Sizoo, of
Washingt on, D. C.; "The Christ We Forget, " by
Dr. Goodell; 11 The Evangelism of Childhood and
Youth, II by Dr. Bader; 11 Develop:Lng the Life of
the Church Membership, 11 by Dr. F. L. Fagley .
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Dr. c. c. Rasmussen of Washington, D. c.,
spoke on 11 The Pastor an Evange list, 11 and told
how the Lutheran church, of which he is
pastor, had tri£led its membership in less
than t wo years. 04
The Department of Evangelism announced the.t similar meetings would be
held early in February in Louisville, Nashville, Birmingham, Montgomery and New Orleans.105
Among the publications made available by the Department during
the biennium was, The Preacher 's Morning Watch, As Was His Custom, and
To-day.

The Preacher's

Morning~

was prepared by Bishop Ralph S.

Cushman of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

It, emphasized the main-

tenance of the minister's own spiritual life through a daily practice
of prayer and medit a.tion.106

As Was His Custom was a manual on

church attendance prepared by a committee under the chairmanship of
Dr. William F . Klein .

Its aim was to give the pastor materials which

would be helpful in both an inspirational and a practical way .107
To- day was a mon-thl y pocketsized devotional booklet containing a
meditation, prayer and Scr ipture reading for each daye
This biennium, so marked by change, was once again to have its
course aUered.

In April 1934, the executive secretary, Dr o Goodell .

laid down his staff of le adership.
An "Appreciation Dinnert1 in recognition
of the evangelistic leadership of Dr. Charles
L. Goodell in the Federal Council for the
last sixteen years was held at the Riverside
Church, New York, on the evening of May 15.
The occasion was an impressive testimony to
the influence which Dr. Goodell has had in
all denominations and in all parts of the
country in strengthening the evangelistic
impulse and insistently emphasizing the
spiritual note in all the work of the
Church.108
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The full responsibility of the secre·t;ariate now devolved upon Dr o
Bader .
Biennium 1935- 19.36
At the Biennial Meeting of the Federal Council held in Dayt on,
Ohio, December 4- 7, 19.34, evangelism received an outstanding note of
emphasis o
An address by Dr. Buttrick, on 11 The Minister
as Evangelist," was heart- searching and
kindling. His simple narrative of ways in
which as pastor and preacher he had b een
led to a new sense of the possibilities of
really changing the lives of men and women
inspi red many to a new commitment on their
own part .. The proposal made by Dr. William
Hiram Foulkes, the Chairman of the Federal
Council's Department of Evangelism, for a
National Preaching Mission to be held about
a year hence after the most careful preparation, was received with enthusiasm . It
is eA'Pected that some of the foremost
preachers of other countries will be called
into service for a great united effort in
interpreting the Christian Gos~el in the
leading cities of the country. 09
At the January meeting of the Executive Committee of the Council,

Dr~

William Hiram Foulkes was again elected Chairman of the Department of
Evangelism and Dr. W. S. Abernethy, Vice-Chairman.110

However, be-

cause of his hea-vy load of responsibilities, together with his weekly
radio broadcast, and also beca.use of health reasons, Dro Foulkes felt
compelled to resign, as chairman of the Departmen-b, early in the
biennium.

Dr. Abernethy, Vice- chairman of the Department, became the

new chairman .

Dr. Foulkes continued as a member of the Department

and also served as Cli..airman of the special Committee on the "National
Preaching Mission."

Bishop Ralph S. Cushman of Denver was elected
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Vice-chairman to succeed Dr. Abernethy..

He was Chairman of the Com-

mission on Evangelism of the Methodist Episcopal ehurch.111
The Twelfth Annual Conference of t he Department was held at
the Calvary Bap·cist Church in Washington, D. C. on April 30 and May
1, 1935.

A united evangelistic program was agreed upon which in-

cluded such points of emphasis as :

11

personal daily devotions, church

attendance, personal and educational evangelism, evangelistic preaching and the care and culture of nevr members. 11112

It was also an-

nounced that plans were going forward for the nation-wide "Preaching
Mission 11 to be held either in 1936 or early in 1937.
The Universal Week of Prayer was again observed under the
leadership of the Department, in cooperation with the World's Evangeli cal Alliance, the week of Januar;v 7- 13, 1935.

In the light of

those critical days, the Department of Evangelism had urged that
every community arrange for an appropriate observance of the Vfuek of
Prayer, uniting with other Christian groups around. the world.

For

the Week of _Prayer January 6- 12, 1936, th Department went beyond the
0

usual skeleton outline of other years.

A program for each day was

prepared and included a call to prayer, carefully selected hymns,
prayers, Scripture readings, suggestions for silent prayer, and a
litany.113

Dr. George Stewart, minister of the First Presbyterian

Church of Stamford , Connecticut, prepared the entire program of worship and it was found tha·t; there was a greater demand for it than in
previous years.
The 1935 edition of the Lenten devotional, the Fellowshin o:[
Prayer was written by Professor Gaius Glenn Atkins, author of the
1933 edition, around the central theme,

11

The Resources of Christian
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Living. n

Over seven hundred and fifty thousand copies were sold

which made an increase of ap proximately one hundred thousand over
the preceding year.114

Along with the Lenten devotional, a new

publication entitled Easter and Evangelism was made available.
Spe cial evangelistic emphasis was laid upon t he Lente n season although the programs were of value for the entire year:;"

These

included:
• • • personal v~sitation, catechetical
classes for boys and girls, evangeli stic
meetings , a ministry i n hospita ls and
jails, the use of the Fe llowship of Prayer,
the stimulating of regular church attendance, the holding of special meetings
during Holy Week, the plans for a united
youth movement, keeping churches open
daily for prayer , and the buil ding up of
a constituency roll of prospective members
of the church.115
Rev. Raymond C. Brook s, head of the Department of Religion a t Pomona
College, Clare mont, Calif ornia, prepared the 1936 edition of the
Fellowship 2.f frayer.

The daily meditation was centered around the

theme, ''Building a Christian World . 11

Besides this, t he Departmen t

prepared a carefully outline d program of evangelism for the first
f ive months of the year, from New Year ' s Day to Pentecost .
eluded:

It in-

"the cultivation of daily pr ayer, personal work by

individuals, _the e vangelistic emphasis, the building up of church
attendance, a nd evangelism through religious education. ttll6
The chief emphasis during 1935 was pla ced on the preparation
for the National Preaching Mission.

The proposal had been made for

this nation- wide preaching ven-ture, at the biennial meeting in
December 1934, by Dr. William Hiram Foulkes, who was then Chairman of
t he Depar tment of

E vangelism ~

A National Committee was a ppointed by
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the Department to be responsible for carrying forward the plans . 117
Careful preparation was made throughout the year 1935 and on through
until September 1936, when the Prea ching Mission began.

Early in

1936 it was announced that the Mission would begin on September 13
and conclude on December 9, 1936.

A total of twenty-five Missions

were to be conducted in cities all across the country.

The program

in each city was to be four days in length according to the follm'ii.ng
plan:

On Sunday afternoon the churches will come
together for a great united meeting in one
of the largest halls of the city. During
the three weekdays the program will be
somewhat as follows, subject to modifications
in order to meet the special needs of each
city:
A conference from 10:00 to 12:00 oi clock
ea ch morning when all the ministers within
a r adius of fifty miles or more will be
brought to getD~r. Those speakers not needed
in the ministers' meeting will bring messages
each morning to groups i n high schools ,
colleges, universities and seminaries.
Each noon a meeting in a downtown
cqurch or theater, and other meetings in
shops and factories. Street preaching
will be planned for_, weather permitting .
Simultaneous daily luncheons will be held
for carefully selected groups of the most
influential business and professional
leaders .
On each of the three afternoons, a
series of seminars of a distinctly educational character, for both ministers and lay
people, from about 2:00 to 4:00 o'clock, for
study and conference work . Some eight or
ten subjects will be offered in the several
seminars, such as methods of evangelism in
the local church, religious education, the
church as a center of community service, the
church and social problems, and the family.
From 4:30 to 6:00 a series of meetings or
seminars for young people on such subjects
as the personal religious life, vocational
problems, and yotd;h in social action. In
the evenings~ a uni ted meeting of an
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evangelistic character will be held in the
largest auditorium in the city. It is expected that there will be a united choir
composed of singers from the local churches ..
After the Mission each local church in
the area ~Qll be urged to hold an eight-day
Preaching Mission for intensive follow-up in
its ovm parish.
An extension program is also being
developed in accordance with which each city
will organize several groups of five or six
speakers to vis H cities and communities in
other parts of the state, for the purpose of
holding a two-day Preaching Mission.118
In 1936 it became necessary to adjust the schedule of cities, in a
minor way, because two cities originally listed had to be dropped and
others substituted in their places .

A group of fifteen speakers was

scheduled to go together to each of the twenty-five me tropolitan
centers which constituted the new list.119

Besides many well known

preachers in America, D1·. E. Stanley Jones of India, Dr. T.

z.

Koo of

Shanghai, and i\'liss Mwiel Lester of London were called upon to take
part in the Mission.

A list of fifty-five persons, some to serve for

longer, some for shorter periods, w·as announced at the outset of the
Mission and others were added later, making a total of eighty.,120
A preaching Mi ssion handbook was prepared, giving an outline
in detail of the plans for the conduct of the Mission in each of the
cities .

Another booklet entitled The Eight-Day Preaching Mission was

published for the guidance of the local churches.
On September 13 the National Preaching Mission was launched.
Encouraging reports were received from the beginning and the report
was that the response had exceeded all e xpectations.121

In Kansas

City over one thousand different ministers were in attendance at the
minister's conferences and the mass meetings had audiences that
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reached as high as fourteen thousand .

In Indianapolis the Missioners

were greeted with a deluge of rain but eight thousa nd came through
the downpour and on the fo llowing morning over eight hundred ministers braved the storm to attend the first of their conferences.

11

The

opening session at Birmingham on October 4 drew seven thousand
people, completely filling the auditorium, vrith many turned away . 11122
Billings, Montana , held one of the
uniaue Missions o.f the whole schedule .
Billing (sJ has a population of about 20,000,
the smal lest of the cities visited, but the
Mission there was i n every way the eaual of
those in larger centers. People came from
the length and breadth of that Midland
Empire. Some came over 500 miles. The
tourist cabins a bout the Fair Grounds were
all engaged lon g before the Missi on . The
city fathers decorated the streets with
flags in honor of the Mission and the Mayo1·
is sued a public proclamation cal l ing attention t o its importance . The Fair Grounds
Pavilion was used f or the evening meetings
and on one occasion over ?,OOO people were
present. 350 ministers were in attendance
at the morning sessions and ove r 900 persons
attended the afternoon seminars. Billings is
sharing its rich experience by holding s ix
One - Day Missions i n strategic centers over
the state of Montana.123
SUt'llIIlarizing the National Preaching Mission, Dr. Bader, the
Executive Se cretary of the Department of Evangelism, reported that:
"Never in the long history of American Protestantism have so many
communions cooperated t ogether in any enterprise .
the Mission cannot be over-emphasized • 11

This result of

The Missioners spoke during

the evenings in cities within a radius of seven-l;y- five miles from the
l a rge four-day Missions and thus reached over twelve hundred communit ies o During the three months, twenty five thousand ministers
attended the Preaching Mission and a total of about two million
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persons were reached in all the meetings.

The cities each organized

groups of speakers who visited other surrounding tm•ms and held Twoand One-day Missions after the Prea ching Miss ion was over .

Many

l o cal churches also held simultaneous Eight- Day Preaching Missions
af ter the city- w·ide four-day meetings .

11

In Kansas City and its one -

hundred- mile area, over twenty five hundred Eight- Day Missions were
held during the week of November 15 - 22."124
The cities raised their own expense budgets.

Some had the

expense of the meetings underwritten long before they were conducted.
The Missioners received no income fro!ll the meetings but their travel
and living expenses were cared for during the three-month period,.
Th.ere were no cities which had a deficit after the mee tings and some
had a surplus in the treasury for future evangelistic work .125
Biennium 1937- 1938
Rev. George A. Buttrick, pastor of the Jadison Avenue
Presbyterian Church in New York, was elected Chairman of the Department of Evangelism for this period .
elected Vice -cti.airman .

Rev .

W. S . Ke:i;-schner was

The Biennial Meeting of the Councn, held in

Asbury Park, New Jersey, December 9- 11, 1936, was characterized by an
emphasis of reflection on the recently completed .Preaching Mission.
It was agreed that the Mission was not the

~nd

but a movement of

advance, conseouently_, the Department of Evangelism was authorized to
plan a new united mission to schools_, colleges and universities, and
to carry the Preaching Mission to additional cities between Easter
and Pentecost of the following year.126
'I 'he year 1937 wa.s again opened wit h a Week · of Prayer January
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4- 10.

"The Gospel of God 11 was the general theme around which Rev .

Morgan p . Noyes, minister of the Cent ral Presbyterian Church of
Mont clair , New Jersey, prepared the daily devotional. 127

The 1938

version of "t;he 1Neek of Prayer, January J - 9, outlined topics for dis cussion and suggestions for Scripture reading as follows :
January 3
Ja nuary 4
January 5
January 6
January 7
Jan uary 9

This material for the

"In the Beginning God"
Prayer for the Rediscovery of the
Reality of God
"Barriers Burned Away"
Prayer for Forgiveness
"The Body and the Bride of Chris t"
Prayer f or the Hol y Catholic Church
"From the East and the fest, the
North and the Southtt
Prayer for the Nations
"Power From On High "
Prayer for a Spiritual Awakening
"Thy Kingdom Come"
Prayer for the Coming of the
Ki ngdom of Heaven on Earth128
~ieek

of Prayer was p r epa r ed by Dr. William

Hiram FoulKes , Nioderator of the General Assembl y of the Presbyterian
Church .
The 19.37 Fellowship of

Pr~·:~£

for the Lenten Season was pre-

pa.red by Dr o William L.. Sperry, Dean of the Divinity School of
Harvard University .

The general theme was "Let thi s mind be in you ,

which was also in Ghrist Jesus. 11

It was announced that a Children's

FellovrshiQ of Prayer had been prepared around the theme
God for Boys and Girls. 11

11

Thoughts of

This was launched by the Connecticut

Council of Churches and Rel igious Educat ion vr.L th which the Federal
Council of Churche s was coopera-ting in the interest of extending the
plan on a national basis .129

The 19.38 edi tion of t 'h e prayer devo-

tional was again prepared by Dr. Williard L. Sperry o The general
theme was

11

The Light of the Knowledge of the Glory of God in the Face

•
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of Jesus Chris t . n

About seven hundred thousand copies of the devo-

tional were distributed .130

It was also announced that the Council

had issued an e ight -page bulletin entitled "! United

Advanc~

ill

Evangelism·' to guide pastors and leaders in local churche s for the
period from New Year 1 s Day to Pentecoste

The program was outlined in

·t;hree sections:
An Every- Member Commitment to Christ and
the Church: New Year's Day to Ash Wednesday
(January 1-J~arch 2)
A United Advance in Personal Living: Ash
Wednesday to Easter (March 2-April 17)
A United Advance in Witnessing: Easter
to Pentecost (April 17-June 5)131
It was announced that a meeting of the Federal Council's

Department of Evangelism would be held on June 22, 1954, at East
Horthfield , Massachusetts .

It was to be held in conjunction with the

"Council on Evangelism for Our Day:

Message and Methods," which was

to be in session at Northfield June 21-25.

The Council on Evangelism

was a part of the observance of the centennial of the birthday of
Dwight L. Moody.

Principal John

s.

Whale, of Chestnut. College,

Cambridge, England, was scheduled to deliver a series of addresses
on

11

The Christian Messagen and sectional conferences Fere planned to

deal wit h methods of evangelism among yout h and students and on the
part o.f pas·tors, r eligious educators, <=ind laymen.132
The Department, in 1938, led in mc.ldng the two-hundredth
anniversary of John 1Nesle;i,r 1 s Alders gate experience aw interdenomi::i.ational a s well as a Methodist occasion.

The evangelistic confer-

ence held prior to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church

planned to devote a whole day to the anniversary observance.
Northern Baptist Convention al s o planned to recognize the

The
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anniversary.133

The Depg.rtment of Evange lism urged that the churches

hold united meetings on or about May 2L,. which was the anniversary
day.

The annual meeting of the Department was scheduled to be held

at the Council headquarters in New York, on June 17, to lay plans for
the University Christian Mission, to be held in the fall, a nd to
consider other important aspects of the cooperative program in
evangelism.134
In accordance ·with plans outlined at the Bien.n ial Meeting in
December 1936, the Preaching Mission was carried on throughout the
year 1937.

The same general procedure was foll owed as in 1936.

Each

of the missions continued for four days and wer e projected on the
same city- wide basis.

Two missions were held in April, one at

Denver, April 15 - 18; and t he second at Minneapolis-St. Paul, April
18- 21.

The Denver Mi ssion attracted ministe r s from the e ntire state ..

· Foll owing the Mission, fifteen one-day missi ons were scheduled for
different citie s of Colorado.,

The Minneapolis youth meeting ex-

ceeded all records in connection with the National Mission, nearly
five thousand were pre sent.

A total of seventy three thousand

persons attended the one hundred thirty meeti ngs held in Mi nneapolis
and St . Paui.135
The fall schedule i nclud ed t welve widely scattered cities
across the coun try sl 36

On September 26, in Salt Lake City, Utah, the

193'7 fall schedule began.

The list of missi oners included six from

othe r coµntries and forty- four from the United States.137
three new "highs 11 registered d uring the year.

There were

At_ Richmond, Virginia,

the Women's Meetings had the largest attendance recorded :with a. total
of seven thousand five hundred present on the three mornings; the
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Minneapol i s~t.

Paul Youth .Meeting was the largest youth meeting

held, with five ·t.housand people present; the schedule of one- day
missions in Kansas just previous to the Wichita Mission was the best;
si.x·t.y- five such missions were hela .138
Just before the completion of the fall itinerary it was noted
that:
A significant feature of the Mission
schedule during these weeks has been the
interest manifested by public officials. In
Albany, N. Y., a luncheon was sponsored by
Governor Lehman and Mayor Tha·t.cher. In
Richmond, a similar luncheon was held with
Governor-elect Price presiding and a notable
group of public officials presen-t;, including
Governor Peery. In most of the Mission
cities the Mayor and others have sho1im
interest; and in some cases an official
appeal has been made for the support of the
Mission el39
The 1936- 1937 Preaching Missions ' s total outreach was to every part
of the United States, except for areas in the vicinity of the
Dakotas and New Mexico, if i t is assumed that the influence of the
Mission reached out in a r adius of two hundred miles from ea ch of the
great centers visited.140

Rev . Deane Edwards, Associate Director of

the Nati onal Preaching Mission, reported that :
The 1937 Missions were carried forward
with the same anticipation, the same zeal,
the same consecration and the same beneficial
results as those of last year. Some Missions
were more effective than others- as was the
case in 1936-but i t has been fully demonstrated that the spirit has carried on, that
the smaller population centers are fully .
able to hand.le a comple te Mission program
and that the 1issioners have given outstand ing leadership even though no one individual
has been a key figure for the entire Mi ssion . 11141
11

The schedule for 1937 c..losed with the Mission held in ·J acksonville,
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Florida f rom December 2- 5.
Even though the National Preaching Mission closed in December
1937, the impulse whi ch it gave to a united evangelis tic program
still continued.

State-wide preaching missions were held in New

Hampshire and Maine and the North Dakota Ass ociation of Denorninational Superin-tendents began to plan for a state-wi de mission to be
held in the autumn of 1938.

It was announced that six miss ions would

be held in six different centers of the State.142
In January of 1938, announcement was made of a

11

University

Christian Mission" which was to be conducted at the invitation of
leading educational institu·bions of the nation .

The movement, which

was in the main an outgrowth of the National Preaching Missions, was
scheduled to be a united effort carried on by the Fede ral Council and
other agenc ies working in the student field.

In the early months of

1937, a joint committee was formed to initiate plans in order to
present the claim of Christian faith and life upon students of
America .

I

The Student Departments of both the Young
Men 1 s and the Young Women's Christian Associa·tions, the Student Volunteer Movement, the
denominational boards of education cooperating in the Council of Church Boards of
Education a nd es pecially i n its University
Commission, were all invited to designate
their official representatives upon the
Committee, vrhi ch was t hen organized under
the chairmanship of Dr . John A. Mackay,
President of Princeton Theological Seminary, whose influential leadership among
thoughtful Christians is recognized on all
sides. The vice-chairman is Miss Mary E.
Markley of the Iutheran Board of Education.
The honorary chairman is Miss Mary E.
Woolley, President Emeritus of :Mount
Holyoke College. The director of the
University Christian Mission is Dr . Jesse
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M. Bader , Executive Secretary of the Federal
Council ' s Dey:e.rtment of Evangelism, whose
vision and organizing genius were chiefly
responsible for the success of the National
Preaching Mission. Rev. John Maxwell Adams,
who was for s everal years a student pastor
at Ohio State University, and is now Director
of Student Work for the Presbyterian Board
of Christian Education, has been secured as
"Campus Secretary" for the Universi t y
Christian Mission, and for several months
has been engaged in assisting the institutions which are interested in the movement.143
Plans were laid for a group of outstanding Christian leaders, about
fifteen in number drawn from the various denominations, to be
assembled to go to the educational institutions and work as a unit .
I n most cases the schedule called for spending an entire week on each
campus .1L,4
The first institution visited was the Universi ty of Ohio,
January 16- 23, 1938 .

The progr am included

11

fir eside sessions 11 whi ch

were held i n more than f ifty fraternities, sororities and dormitories.

A daily luncheon meeting was held for the members of the

faculty, followed by a presentat i on of the meaning of the Christian
Gospel .145

At the University of North Carolinas Januar y 23-28 and

the Univer sity of Vlisconsin, February 20- 27, a prog:t'am of s i milar
character was car ried out.

The Pres ident of the University of North

Carolina, Dr. Frank P. Graham, declared that:

"if the Missi on had

brought to the campus nothing more than the remarkable address by
T.

z.

Koo, which began with an analysis of the far Eastern situation

and ended with an appeal for pe rsonal conm1itment to Christ, it would
have been eminently worth while. 11 146
Christian leader in China.

T.

z.

Koo was an eminent

More than a score of outst.anding leaders

participated in the leadership of the missions.147

49
Because of the success of the University Christian Mission,
held in the spring, plans were laid for visits to thirteen other
institutions in the faliol48

.P aul J. Braisted, Ph.D., General Secre-

tary of the Student Volunteer Movement for Foreign Missions, became
Campus Secretary for the University Christian Mission on April 1.

He

succeeded Rev. J. Ma.xvJell Adams whose twelve month leave-of-absence
from the Presbyterian Board of Christian Education had expired.

In

April, Dr. Braisted visited several educational institutions on the
Pacific Coast which were inter ested in the University Christian
Mission.149

It was reported by the Federal Council Bulletin, offic-

ial publication of the Council, tP.at evidence was multiplying that
the time was ripe for a fresh religious movemen-h in the colleges and
universities.

The University Christian Mission was designed to meet

this challenge by projecting its program as follows:
The speakers will appear before the students
in the classrooms upon invitation of professors. Public meetings wiil be held each
evening. Visits will be made upon invitation
to fraternities, sororities and dormitories.
Discussion groups on special subjects will be
held. Personal interviews vdll be carried
on. Conferences will be conducted in denominational student centers and in Young Men's
and Young Women's Christian Association headquarters. Vhenever possible, there will be a
daily meeting of tre faculty.150
More than forty speakers and leaders, from England, India, China, and
the United States, were scheduled to participate in the Mission.151
The announced objective was

11

to lead students to a vital faith in God

as revealed in Jesus Christ, the Saviour and Lord of Life, and to
personal commitment to His cause in the world.11152

The final stage

of preparation was a retreat held at the Suburban Hotel, East Orange,

50

(

New Jersey, Sept ember 26 and 27.

The leaders in the fission, members

of the National Committee, leaders of student work in the Council of
Church Boards of Education and representatives of the several universities, were in prayer and conference for two days.
The University Christian Mission began the fall itinerary at
the University of Oregon and Oregon State College on October 2, 1938 .
The first public meetings were held in a downpour of rain but fifteen
hundred were present at Corvallis, Oregon to hear Dr. T.

z.

Koo, and

three thousand at Eugene, Oregon to hear Dr. E. Stanley Jones,

11

At

the retreat on the pre ceding afternoon, one hundred and twenty
leaders, faculty and students, met with the leaders of the Mission
for conference and s piritual preparation.11153

At the end of the

week's Mission at the University of Oregon, President Erb made an
appraisal in whi ch he said:
ttI feel t hat it was an extremely worthwhile undertaking, which stimulated a great
amount of healthy interest on the part of
the student body as a whole • • • • I think
that the Mission accomplished some spiritual
awakening of the students, but, even more,
an intellectual stimulation of the students
which produced a more en lightened at·hi tude
on major current topics of wide social import and a more tolerant attitude toward
the mission of religion i n the world.11154

At the University of Washington the aspect of the Mission
which made pe rhaps the deepest impression was the fact that the
fraternities and other organized houses opened their doors to the
speakers.

One observer said:

"The impossible was accomplished.

No

one thought that the organized houses would invite the speakers for
heretofore they have been adamant.

But the shell

~as

cracked open

and there were more calls for speakers than could be cared for.11155
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A daily luncheon for the faculty had an average attendance of about
fifty.

The seminars held at four o• clock in the afternoon for the

more thoughtful students were well attended and many of the speakers
were invited into the classrooms to give a religious interpretation
of subjects which were being studied.156
Surveying the entire fall schedule of Missions it was found
that a total of sixty faculty luncheons were held on the campuses.

The largest faculty meeting was at the University of Illinois with
198 present.

The largest evening meeting was at Nebraska University

with over six thousand in the Coliseum.

One hundred and one evening

meetings were held, with a total attendance of 89,099, an average of
883 each evening.157
When Stanley Jones spoke at the evening
meetings, he invited two groups to remain
after the benediction: first, those who desired to ask questions; second, those who
desired to lay hold of spiritual reality in
their own lives. He also made it clear that
perhaps there was a third group who desired
to go home and there make a commitment of
their lives to God alone. Usually one-third
to one-half of the student audience remained.158
At six o'clock, the Missioners were in the fraternities, sororities,
dormitories and cooperatives for the dinner hour.
of 772 such dinner gatherings.

There was a total

After the meal, the group retired to

the living room where a discussion on religion was held.

A total of

510 class periods were included in the program of the Missioners.
It was reported by Dr. Bader that perhaps the most far-reaching
results came from personal interviews.

Some students desired help

on life problems, others came with problems of faith, still o·bhers
were ready to make a personal commitment to Christ and His cause.159
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Each campus provided for the entertainment of the speakers
during the week as well as for their own local expenses.
had a deficit.

No campus

The Federal Council of Churches carried the entire

financial responsibility, including travel expenses of the Missioners,
the salaries of the Campus Secretaries and office expenses . 160 The
Missions cost the Federal Council about one thousand dollars per
campus.

Some of the results of the Universi·!;y Christian Missions

were summarized as follows:
The Missions have demonstrated that the
Church is welcome on the state universit y campus when it comes unitedly
with a non-sectarian message.
Religion has been made more intellectually
respectable in academic circles on the
campuses visited.
The churches and Christian Associations
have been heartened and strengthened.
The Missions have helped to bridge the gap
that has been widening between the Church
and Higher Education.
Scores of students who have been confused
religiously have gained an inner
ade quacy by which to live.
Many members of the faculty have expressed
willingness to give more attention to
the spiritual interpretation of the
subjects t hey teacho
Some students volunteered for the ministry
and others for the mission fields.
On at least one campus a Department of
Religion will be organized soon with a
full-time professor.
A new impulse toward unity among the
religious forces working for students
has been released.161
It was reported by Dr. Bader, the Dir ector of the Missions, that so
many invitations from Colleges and Universities bad come for the next
academic year that it was not poss i ble to answer all of them.

How-

ever, it was announced that the University Christian Missions would
continue the following February and March on t welve additional
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campuses from coast to coast.162
Biennium 1939-1940
At the Biennial Meeting of the Federal Council held in
Buffalo, New York, December 6-9, 1938, Dr. George A. Buttrick, chairman of the Department of Evangelism, was elected President of the
Federal Council of Churches.

At the first meeting of the Federal

Council's Executive Committee for the new Biennium, held on January
20, 1939, the new officers for the Department of Evangelism were

elected.

Rev. C. Jeffares McCombe, a Methodist, was elected

Chairman and Bishop J. S. Stamm, of the Evangelical Church, was
elected Vice-Chairman.163
In accordance with the custom of many years the first week of
January was observed as the Universal Week of Prayer.

The theme for

the vreek, as outlined by President Jesse H. Baird of the San
Francisco Theological Seminary for the Federal Council's Department
of Evangelism, was "Reconciliation.rt

A pamphlet of twelve pages was

issued which gave for each day a meditation on the theme, suggestive
guidance from the Scriptures and topics for thanksgiving, confession
and intercession .164
of the Week.

There was a reviving interest in the observance

In Wichita, Kansas, united services were held each

evening from January 2-8.

Instead of holding a single meeting,

services were arranged in five different sections of the cityDovmtown, West Side, South East, Near East, and North.

The topics

for the Week of Prayer, published by the Department of Evangelism,
were the basis of medi ta ti on and intercession at t be various
gatherings .165
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The Week of Prayer received special emphasis in 1940 because
it was to be the year that the National Christian Mission would be
launched.

The Week, January 8-14, was planned as a part of the

"world fellowship of prayer."

The topics were prepared by Dr. Robert

E. Speer, honored missionary leader and former President of the
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, and had as
their theme

11 The

Acknowledgement of the Lordship of Jesus Christ over

the Whole of Life.11166

The War in Europe provided a challenge for a

deeper sense of the need of prayer.

It was stated that the Week of

Prayer should be made the spiritual mobilization hour of all the
Christian forces.
Dr. Gaius Glenn Atkins, of Auburn Theological Seminary, prepared the devotional booklet for the Fellowship of .Prayer for both
the years 1939 and 1940.
and 1935.

He had prepared this publication in 1933

The theme of the 1939 prayer devotional was "The Life of

the Spirit.11167

The following year it was announced that the concert

of prayer should continue after the Lenten period throughout the year
in preparation for the National Christian Mission which was to be
launched.

A "World-Wide 1<, ellowship of Prayer" was fostered in which

all people were invited to enroll who would agree to pray daily for
three things:

(1) for personal Christian living; (2) for a spiritual

revival; (J) for a righteous peace.168

About seven hundred thousand

copies of the Fellowship~ .E~ were again distributea.169
The 1939 spring schedule of the University Christian mission
was launched on January 29, and continued until Wia rch 24.
campuses were visitea.170

Fourteen

The list of leaders included representa-

tives from the laymen's point of view.171

The first school visited
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was the University of Georgia where three daily convocations were
held.

Classes were dismissed for the convocations in order that the

large and scattered student body could be reached.

Eleven seminars

were held simultaneously each day on the more important aspects of
Christian living.

Many classrooms as well as fraternity and sorority

houses and dormitories were opened to the speakers.

Faculty lun-

cheons were held daily, with an average attendance of eighty, and an
hour of quiet medi ta ti on and prayer was provided for the entire University through a service known as Musical Vespers held in the chapel
at f ive o'clock.
From February 5 to 10 the Mission was
at Atlanta University, Morehouse College,
Spelman College and Atlanta University
.College of Social Work. The speakers included leaders of both the white and the
Negro races. The afternoon seminars were
an important aspect of the program, dealing
with the following themes: Cultivating the
Christian Life; Achieving Christian Personality; The Meaning of the Christian Faith;
Personal Problems and Vocational Guidance;
Christian Living in Social Relations; Christian Marriage and the Home; Christianity 's
Contribution to India.172
Miss Elizabeth Cowan, Secretary of t he Y.W.C.A. at the University of
Kentucky, wrote concerning the mission held there February 19-24:
"It was certainly the most significant event which has ever taken
place on our . campus.

There is ample evidence that a new and more

vital interest on the part of the faculty and students in religion
has res ulted. 11173
On May 1, 1939, Rev. Robert B. Giffen became Campus Secretary
for the University Christian Mission.

He had served the students of

the University of Chicago as executive secretary of the Inter-church
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Council.

He was released from his responsibilities at Chicago for a

year in order to provide the necessary leadersh:i.p in preparing for
the university missions which were held in the academic year 19391940.174

The schedule for the year included sixteen institutions.175

Over thirty speakers took part in the missions.176
At the Illinois State Normal University and Illinois Wesleyan
University, the University Chr istian Mission was held the week of
November 4-10.

The mee 'Gings, seminars, conferences and convocations

of the week had a total attendance of upwards of t wenty five thousand, while the afternoon seminars alone had an enrollment of fifteen
hundred students--more than half of the student body.

At Southern

Met hodist University, one hundred and thirty-two classrooms were
opened to the speakers before the mission started.

The Mission at

t he North Dakota Agricultural College made such an impression upon
the studen ts and the f a culty alike that the President, Dr. Frank L.
Evers ull, wrote to Dr . Jesse M. Bader, the Director of the Mission,
as follows:
"l want to t a ke this opportunity to
thank you for the opportunity that we PBd to
participate in this great movement. I am
frank to say that it exceeded all of our
fondest expectations. I have never been
through a more profound experience. We have
every reason to believe that, on the
average , ea ch student was contacted ten
times during the week by one or another of
the staff.
11 1 further wish to comment on the staff
members. It ha s never been my pri vilege to
work with such an outstanding group of
people• nl77

At the Univers ity oi' Mississippi, February 10-16, there were
daily f a culty luncheons which were attended by about fifty to sixty
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members of the teaching staff.

Professor Wilhelm Pauck, of the

Chicago Theological Seminary, was especially effective in the faculty
luncheons in emppasizing the place of religion in education.

T.

z.

Koo, Christian leader from China, spent several weeks in the leadership of the Missions and made a strong appeal to the students whereever he went.

"Another influential member of the Mission has been

Professor D. T. Niles of India. 11178
The Executive Committee of the University Christian Mission
conveyed to the Department of Evangelism of the Federal Council of
the Churches of Christ in America, its keen appreciation for the
cooperation and vision which largely made possible the Christian
Missions on the campuses of so many universities and colleges of the
country.

The Committee also expressed its profound gratitude to Dr.

Jesse M. Bader for his devoted, gifted and inspired leadership which
he gave to the Missions as Director.

It was stated that:

He ~irst got the idea of what might be
achieved by such a spiritual crusade, then
transmitted his enthusiasm to others and,
finally, by rare capacity in administration
and organization, led the movement to
splendid achievement. 179
In January of 1940, a "National Christian Mission" was announced.

It was stated that the Mission was brought into existence

with .the conviction that the extraordinary times of the hour demanded
extraordinary efforts and that in a period of confusion the only
course for the Church was forward.

The 1938 Biennial Meeting of the

Federal Council of Churches had authorized a series of Missions
which, in purpose, was to be similar to those held in 19.36-1937.
"The former enterprise, 11 it was stated, "was directed to the spiritual
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revival of those within the churcheso

The new undertaking • • • will

try to help the churches to reach the unreached masses of our
land.11180
The National Christian Mission will be
sponsored by the Federal Council of the
Churches of Christ in America through its
Department of Evangelism.:, with the cooperation of the International Council of
Religious Education, the Fore~gn Missions
Conference of North America, the Home
Missions Councils and the National Council
of Church Women. To direct the whole
enterprise a National Committee has been
set up with Dr. William Hiram Foulkes,
pastor of the Old First Church, Newark,
N. J., as the Chairman and Dr. Jesse M.
Bader, Executive Secretary of the Department of Evangelism, as the National
Director .181
It was announced that the schedule of the Mission would include a
full week's visit, from Sunday to Sunday, to eleven cities in the
fall cf 1940 and eleven in the spring of 1941.182
Plans were made for the entire movement to begin with a Church
Loyalty Crusade.

More than one -··hundred thousand laymen i n the ·twenty-

t wo Mission cities were to visit the members of their respective
congregations for two purposes:
To urge each member to be present for
the World-Wide Communion service on Sunday,
October 6, and to secure a commitment f r om
each member to attend Sunday services
regularly during the entire autu,~n.183
After the mission actually started, one of the main approaches was to
be ·through the many organized groups of the community such a s the
educational, social welfare, professional, business, labor, cultural
and governmental groups.

In addition plans were laid for seminars

and conferences for special groups dealing with specialized religious
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and community interests, youth meetings and mass meetings~ · · · F'oll owing the Mission in each center, special groups of speakers were to
visit certain selected communities in the area and hold two-or three-

•

day Missions.

The final phase of the program was to be a full week

of evangelism in the local church.

"Christ is the Ansvrer" was the

theme for the entire Mission.
As the Mission was ready to begin, it was stat;ed that more
than one hundred fifty leading ministers and laymen :representing all
denominations and all sections of the country would t ake part in the
work.
11

In addition there were to be representatives from other lands:

E. Stanley Jones of India, Adolf Keller of Switzerland, Muriel
I

Lester of England, J. L.

Hroma~lka

of Czecho-Slovakia, and Richard

Roberts and Frederick W. Norirrood of Canada. ul84
speakers were to appear in each city.

An average of thirty

On September 2.9, 194,0, the

National Christian Mission began in Kansas City, Missouri, with an
attendance of eleven thousand at the first session in the Municipal
Auditorium.

As in Kansas City, E. Stanley Jones of India was

scheduled to speak on the first Sunday in the opening session of
each Missiono
One of the most responsive groups was ·the labor group. , In
every city from one to three men had the major responsibility of
speaking to and holding conferences vvHh labor organizations.

At

Kansas City, labor sponsored one of the evening mass meeting services.

At Minneapolis, Martin Hayes Bickham spoke to a dozen or more

unions including the Newspaper Guild and the new Building Service
Union.

In Denver there were five hundred ten present from the State

Capitol for a governmental luncheon for officials and employees of
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the State of Colorado.185
One of ·t;he most significant aspects of the Mission was its
work in high schools.

In most of the cities youth speakers were

assigned to the high schools for full time--a speaker to each high
school for the week.

The general program was as follows:

Each speaker addresses a Monday morning convocation at which time the principal announces
that the speaker is there for the week and will
meet the students as invited in classrooms,
school organizations, and personal interviewso
All high school speakers say, "America's youth
IS thinking. Down under the surface there is a
very deep concern about fundamental tl:i..ings .11186
In Kansas City, George Heaton had twenty-two requests for personal
interviews after addressing a senior class.
Dawber had this to say:

In Minneapolis, Mark

"I find the school boys and girls very

alert to present-<iay problems.

They want Christianity to practice

its preaching-to feed the poor, house the underprivileged, and work
for equal justice for all. rrl87
One day in Indianapolis Lawrence Bash
made ten addresses to various groups in one
high school. At another school, after
Homer Armstrong had finished talking to a
class, the teacher walked to the front of
the platform, and blushingly admitted: 11 I
never realized thcit you students were so
religious--that you were so deeply concerned about such matters.11138
In Indianapolis Ralph Sackman spoke to twenty five hundred teachers
and E. Stanley Jones spoke to fifteen hundred public school ·teachers
in one afternoon in Houston.
Along with the program to reach labor groups and high school
young people, it was common for the Mission to have its speakers in
every luncheon club which met regularly during the week.

During the
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Mission in Oklahoma City the representatives of the various denominations met and voted to form a State Council of Churches.

It was

reported that:
Everywhere the Mission is sensitizing
consciences and awakening people to community
and national needs. This is done through the
Seminars on Social Relations and in the
meetings held with ministers and social
workers. The Mi ssion makes it a point in
each place to call attention to the needs of
the ill-housed, ill-fed and the poorly clad
in the needs poorer sections of the
community.l 9
Following each Mission a Home Visitation Evangelism program was
conducted for one week by Guy H. Black and his staff.
Field Secretary for the Mission.

Mr. Black was

From fifty to one hundred churches

in each city participated in the pr ogram which sent laymen · out each
night for the week, two by two, in pers onal evangelism.

"In one city

where fifty churches sent out their workers simultaneously over one
thousand new members were added to the churches on membership
Sunday.nl90
During the summer of 1940 the first American Christian
Ashrams, sponsored by the Department, were held as a part of the
preparation work for the Nat ional Christian Mission.

Two hundred and

fifteen individuals attended the Ashram at Saugatuck, Michigan, which
began July 27, and more than three hundred registered f or the second
Ashram whi ch began August 10 a·t Blue Ridge, North Carolina.
The word 11 Ashram 11 is an ancient term of
East Indian origin, which means na .._forest
colony for spiritual education and community
living. 11 The main difference between an
Ashram and the usual retreat is that in the
Ashram there is more complete fellowship and
a more strict spiritual discipline.191
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The daily Ashram program was a mixture of wor k, recreation, roundtable discussions and meditation.
At Saugatuck the day began vdth a silent
period of worship on the shores of Lake
Michigan. During the last ten minutes of
the service members broke the silence they
had kept since 9:30 the previous evening
to share with others any special thoughts
they had found. Other features of the
morning schedule included seminar meetings,
talks by Dr. E. Stanley Jones, who has led
Christian Ashrams in India, and an hour
during which everyone did manual labor-the
women made clothes for Chinese refugees;
the men painted buildings, policed the
grounds, and repaired furniture.192
Biennium 1941-1942
The topics for the Universal Vl'"eek of Prayer, January 5 to

- - -----

12, 1941, were again prepared by Dr. Robert E. Speer under the
general theme "Christ the Answer to the World's Need. 11193 The 1942
Week of Praxer Topics were prepared by Rev. Richard Davidson, D.D.,
Principal of Emmanuel College in Toronto.

The daily Topics for the

eight days of January 4-11, inclusive, were developed around the
general theme of "The Living God. 11194
On New Year• s Day of 1942,
launched.

11

America 1 s Prayer Minute" was

It was announced that the Minute would be observed each

evening at six o'clock for the duration of the national emergency
which had developed with .Japan's attack on Pearl Harbor, December 7,
1941.

The Department of Evangelism prepared a booklet containing

twenty-six prayers for those individuals, families and churches who
cared to use them.

The Mutual Broadcasting System gave a minute

daily at 6 o'clock (E.S.T.) at which time a prayer was read over its

•
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coast-to-coast facilities.

The prayers were written by different

individuals representing the three

faiths~Jewish,

Catholic and

Protestant; the Department of Evangelism was responsible for securing
the prayers from the Protestant group.195

Many church bells and

factory whistles reminded the public of the Daily Minute.

In Chicago

the Board of Trade stopped at 11 o'clock daily for one minute for
quiet and prayer.

11

The Board of Directors voted that at the toll of

the gong on t he trading floor, sales cries would cease and grain
merchants would offer up a silent prayer for America. 11 196 This
procedure was likewise followed by the Boar.d of Trade in Kansas City.
The Fellows hip of Prayer devotional booklet was a gain prepared by Dr. Gaius Glenn Atkins, formerly of Auburn Theological
Seminary, for both of the years of the biennium.
was "The He ro in Thy Soul."

The theme for 1941

That year, for the first tit11e, the

Fellowship of Prayer appe ared also in Braille.

11

With the collabor-

ation of the J ohn Milton Society, the report read, • • • it has been
distributed free to blind persons in order that they might share in
its daily inspiration. 11197

It was pointed out that the 1942 Fel-

lowship .2.f Prayer could be used in connection with the observance of
America's Prayer Minute.

The devotional had the largest annual

distribution of any previous year.
During July and August of 1941, the Department of Evangelism
held three ashrams:

at Occidental College, Los Angeles, California,

Blue H.idge, North Carolina, and Westminster Lod ge , Saugatuck,
Michigan.

E. Stanley Jones spoke t wice daily in each Ashram.

His

morning theme was the title of his newly published book, Abundant
Living.

It was stated that an Ashram was somet hing different in
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which the group sought to be a miniature of the Kingdom of God.198
In 19Lf.2, four Christian Ashrams were held for t wo weeks each and
consecutively, at Occidental College, Los Angeles; Blue Ridge,
North Carolina; Lake Winnipesaukee, New Hampshire; and Lake Geneva,
Wiscons i n.

A total of 801 attended.
Those who helped as speakers and seminar
.leaders in one or more Ashrams were: E.
Stanley Jones, George W. Ri chards, Jessie
Burrell Eubank, Adolph Keller, David D.
Eitzen, John Nelson, Jesse M. Bader, Herbert
L. Willett, Jesse H. Baird, Philip Lee, George
Howard,_ Oliver I( . Black, and Cecil Cheverton.19~
.

World-Wide Communion was a gain observed in 1941 and 194.2 on
the first Sunday of October.

I,i terature was prepared to help the

pastors and churches in the observance.

It was suggested that a

group of workers from ea ch congregation be sent out t wo-by-two, on
the Sunday preceding Communion Sunday, to call on every member of the
congregation in order to secure a promise from each member to be
present on the following Sunday at the Lord's Table.200

It was soon

evident that the observance of World-Wide Communion Sunday had
stimulated interest in both church attendance and lay evangelism on
the part of pastors and churches .

Many recmests for help i n those

areas of the Church's life and work came to the Depa rtment of Evangelism from pastors of many denominations.

In order to meet this

need and answer the many urgent re quests for help, the Executive
Committee of the Federal Council appointed Rev. Oliver K. Black,
pastor of the Congregational-Chri stian Church at Port Huron, Michigan, as Field Secretary of the Depg.rtment of Evangeli sm, with special
res pons ibi lity f or promoting church attendance and lay evangelism.

r
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He had often assisted his father, Dr. Guy H. Black of Nashville,
Tennessee, in the previous ten years in home visitation evangelism
and church loyalty programs and thus came to the Department with
considerable experience for his work.201
The Christian Mission wa s carried on a gain in the spring of
1942.

The schedule included over: forty.

sand to one

hundr.~d

cities ~ · o:f

202

thousand population.

twenty five thou-

~- It.wasstated

that one of

the objectives of the Missions was to reach the unreached; another
1\ras to reach lapsed church members.
Mission totaled 545,510. 2 03

The attendance for the entire

The program was carried on in a similar

manner as in previous years.
Jn 1942 the Department of Evangelism extended the Christian
Mission to army camps.

The first Mission was held at Fort George

leade, Maryland, N",arch 9-12, with three sr;e akers participating; the
second was conducted at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, April 6-10, with
eight speaker s taking part .204 Among others were t wo missions
scheduled for June at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana, and the Norfolk
Naval Base in Virginia.

Five were conducted in November, at Fort

Bragg, North Carolina; Fort McPherson, Georgia; Fort Lewis, Washington; Fort Geiger, Washington; and Fort Wright, Washington; by the end
of the year seventeen Missions to army camps and naval bases had been
completedo205

The general procedure followed was similar to that of

the Mission conducted at Fort Bragg in April.

At Fort Bragg a series

of morning messages was given to the chaplains on visitation of the
sick, personal interviews and counseling.

In addition to this

another member of the team brought a message to the chaplainso
features of the program i ncluded the f ollowing :

Other

I

I

I
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During ea ch day of the Mission the guest
speakers were kept busy by the chaplains in
visitation of the sick in the three large
hospitals; prea ching in the guard houses;
speaking in mess halls and barracks; and in
personal interviews. In some centers noonday
meetings were arranged. In the evenin..g the
speakers were given ten minutes for a Christian message in the ten theaters, which are
crowded daily, just before the show.
There were seven simultaneous evening
services held daily in the chapels • • • . • In
almost every one of the evening services the
spea kers sought to secure decisions for Christ
and a rededication of life. Following each
service, copies of' the New Testament were
given out to all the men who had none and who
wanted one.206
The meetings_ held during the week that were most significant were
those with the chaplains, the meetings in the theaters and the services each evening in .t .he chapels.207
Biennium 1943-1944
Rev. Oscar Edward Maurer of New Haven, Connecticut prepared
the topics for the 1943 Universal Week of Prayer around the general
theme,

11

Fai th Giveth the Victory. rr208

more widespread than in previous years.
1944 Week of Prayer observance was,

11

The observance of the week was
The general theme for the

The Power of God. 11

Rev. J.

Harry Cotton, President of McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago,
prepared the topics and it

~~s

urged that the churches pray for

themselves in order to keep the torch of faith burning brightly, and
pray for others who stand in need of God's help and blessing.209
It was reported by the Department of Evangelism that the deno-

minations had cooperated in an emphasis on prayer by continuing to
observe "America's Prayer Minute. 11

The Mutual Broadcasting System

I

[
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I

continued to broadcast a brief prayer each evening except Sunday at
6:00 P. M., Eastern War Time.
The Lenten Fellowship of Prayer booklet was, as in the previous biennium, prepared both years by Dr. Gaius Glenn Atkins.

The

year 194.3 was the twenty-fifth consecutive year that the bo oklet had
been prepared for use during the Lenten season.
Besides the above mentioned publications , the Department
issued other pamphlets for general distribution.

Victory for Christ-

Program of Evangelism was one such publication containing suggestions
for cooperative community evangelistic work.
The pamphlet summarizes suggestions for a
community survey, united pra;yer, church attendance crusade, visitation evangelism,
simultaneous preaching mission , Join-theChurch Sunday, distribution of Bibles and
evangelistic literatur e and other principles
of procedure, and also a list of certa i n
more detailed resources which are available. 210
It's Time to Ret hink Evangelism, by Aaron N. Meckel, was a plea for a
more vigorous pr ogram of evangel ism i n the Protestant churches.
Vital Evangelism for Our Time was writ t en by Samuel McCrea Cavert
originally for t he Methodist Comm ission on Evan gelism, and later reprinted for use by the Department of Eva ngelism . of the Federal
Council.
Visitation evangelism programs were carried on by the Department in Army camp communities, defense industry communities, and in
other cities in connection wit h the Christian Missions.

Early in the

biennium it was stated that eight such programs had been conducted
with the following results :
An attendance of 5,497 registered in the
training conferences. For the first three

6e.

report nights in these programs, 1,244 teams
reported interviewing 4,151 persons and securing 1,653 decisions for Christ or for the
transfer of a church letter. Including all
the calling nights of these programs, the
total decisions will exceed 2,755. About
forty per cent of those interviewed made
Christian decisions as a result of the first
visit by a team of laymen. Furthermore,
52 1/2 per cent were first-time adult decisions for the Christian life.211

\ ..

It was announced that several cities had arranged for visitation
evangelism programs to be held before Easter.212

Rev. Oliver K.

Black was in charge of this phase of the Department's work and continued to visit numerous communities until he resigned his position
late in 1944 to accept the pastorate of the First Congregational
Church at Moline, Illinois.
The Department continued to conduct Christian Missions during
this period.

Missions were carried on in communities, in army camps,

and on various campuses throughout the country.
ties visited were the .following:

Among the communi-

uwichi ta Falls, Texas; Roanoke,

Va.; Erie, Pa., Newark, Ohio; Topeka, Kansas; and Memphis, Tenn. 11 213
Rev. Ronald Allen, rector of Northenden Church, Manchester, England,
participated in the Missions in each of the above named communities.
To add to ·the international influence of these projects, it was
announced that the Department, in cooperation with the Alaska Committee of the Home Missions Council, would conduct Missions in the
autumn of 1944 in Juneau, Ketchikan, Fairbanks, and Anchorage,
Alaskao214
A con-tinued emphasis was placed on conducting Missions to
service personnel in various camps during this war period.
reported in 1944 that:

It was

)
69

(
Thirty-two army camps and naval bases were
visited in 1943, and a total of 4? have been
visited since Pearl Harbor. From one to
twelve speakers are provided for each Mission,
depending upon the size of the military
center. The visiting speakers give their
messages in the chapels, guard houses,
officers 1 meetings, and out on bivouac. Much
time is spent during each week in personal
counselling under the guidance of the chaplains .215
In the fall of 1943, Rev. Gordon M. Reese, Executive Secretary of the
Army and Navy Commission of the Episcopal Church, was secured by the
Department for work in the Southwest.

It was stated that he would

help in the preparation for and the holding of Preaching Missions
under the auspices of the Department of Evangelism and the General
Commission on Army and Navy Chaplains.
In the fall of 1943, the Depa.rtment of Evangelism and the War
Emergency Council met and organized the
Wartime Campus Missions."

11

Cr..ristian Commission on

The War Emergency Council was made up of

three organizations--The National Intercollegiate Christian Council,
the University Commission and the Student Volunteer Movement.

It was

stated that there were four hundred campuses in America with over
five hundred thousand trainees .216 The Christian Commission on lvartime Campus Missions was therefore organized to meet the moral and
spiritual needs of thos e trainees.

The officers of the Commission

were:
Lt. Commander C. Leslie Glenn, New York City,
Chairman, H. D. Bollinger of Nashville and
Miss Eleanor French of New York City, ViceChairmen, Jesse M. Bader, New York City,
Director, and Rob~rt B. Giffen, Princeton,
Campus Secretar~. ~l?
Under the leadership of these officers the Commission on Wartime

i
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Campus Missions conducted ten Missions on campuses where the trainees
were locatect.218

The Missions were conducted in a similar manner as

the former University Christian Missions except that these were
primarily for the trainees rather than the general student body.
In May of 1943, it was announced that the Department of Evangelism was planning to hold a series of Christian Missions in each of
the ten Japanese Relocations Centers of the nation.219
year, Missions were held in six of the Centers:

The following

at Hunt, Idaho;

Topaz, Utah; Manzanar, California; Poston and Gila Rivers, Arizona;
and Rohwer, Arkansas.

One of the speakers was Dr. Hashiro Yuasa,

former president of Doshisha University in Japan.
were:

Other speakers

John Cobb, Spokane; Charles Severns, San Diego; and Mrs.

Hilda L. Ives, Boston.220

"In every Center they spoke to schools and

school teachers, conducted seminars, held conferences with the
ministers, and visited in the homes. 11221
In the fall of 1944, a new series of Missions were scheduled
to be launched in thirty-one cities across America.222
name was a.

11

Na-~ional

Mission to Christian Teachers."

The official
It was spon-

sored jointly by the Federal Council of Churches, through its Department of Evangelism, and the International Council of Religious
Education.

The chairman was Dr. Joseph R. Sizoo, minister of St.

Nicholas Collegiate Church of New York City.223

The Missions were

scheduled to be held for t wo days and three nights in each city.
During the two days, the state executives in Religious Education and
Evangelism were to meet to plan for the holding of Missions in all
communities of the stateo

For tte three consecutive evenings the

Sunday. School teachers, officers, and the ministers of the churches
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of the community were to come to gether for important meetings.224
·rhe purposes as set f orth were the following:
.to help church sc hool tea chers become
more clearly aware of their evangelistic
opportunity; to provide the m guidance and
inspiration i n undertaking this responsibility; and to bring them into a more vital
personal Christian experience. The further
purpose of the Mission is related to the
teacher's two-fold evangelistic task~
To bring under the influence of
Christian tea ching all those not now
r eceiving it;
·
To win to Christ, as Saviour and Lord,
and to membership in His Church, all
those reached and taught.
The Miss i on is ·bo be Christ-centered in
authority; person-centered i n method; Bibleceffbered in cont;ent; Kingdom-centered in
outlook; and Spirit-centered in dynamic.225
In t his biennium the Department of Evangelism again offered
the suggestions for the observance of World-wide Communion Sunday
which had been made in previous years.

Besides these, each congre-

gation was urged to begin a special six weeks' church attendance
effort on World-Wide Communion Sunday.

Plans were laid to make the

observance more universal than evero226
The American Christian Ashrams were again sponsored by the
Department.

The Ashrams were held in the summer of 1943 at San

Anselmo, California; Green Lake, Wisconsin; Winnipesaukee, New
Hampshire; and Mars Hill, Nor·i;h Carolina.

In 1944 the largest total

a ttendance, over eight. --hundred and fifty, was reported.

'rhe Ashrams

were held at the above mentioned addresses with the exception of the
one at Mars Hill which was held a t Blue Ridge, North Carolina.

Dr.

E. Stanley Jones was again included in the list of speakers.
Offerings were taken for overseas relief in each of the Ashrams.227

I
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Biennium 1945-1946
The dates for the 1945 observance of the Universal Week of
Prayer were January 7-14.

The topics were prepared by Rev. Hampton,

Adams, pastor of the Union Avenue Christian Church of St. Louis,
Missouri, around the theme:

"Pray-Thy Kingdom Come. 11 228

Those for

the week of January 6-13, 1946 were written by Margaret Applegarth
around the theme,

11

Even as Christ Also Loved the Church o 1 ~229

Beginning February 26, 1945, the time of the broadcast of the
minute of prayer was changed to 12:30-12:31 p. m. (Monday through
Friday) but remained the same, 6:00 to 6:01 p.m., on Saturday.

The

Mutual Broadcasting System had broadcast the Minute of Prayer for
three years.230
The Lenten devotional, the FellowshiQ of Prayer, was again
prepared and distributed. by the Department of Evangelism.

Dr. Gaius

Glenn Atkins of North Marshfield, Massachusetts, was the author of
the daily meditati ons for both years.
Early in the biennium, the Department announced t hat there
were fifteen Protestant denominations with full-time Secretaries of
Evangelism.

On February 20, 1945, the secretaries met and discussed

ways by which a concerted and simultaneous program of lay evangelism
could be carried on in 1946. 231

On May 15, 1945, Harold Harper

McConnell, pastor of the Second United Presbyterian Church of
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, became the Department's leader for Visitation Evangelism.

He succeeded Oliver K. Black who had served the

Department for three years in that work.232

In the fall of 1945, it

was announced that plans were completed for one-day conferences of

I
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evangelism.
The morning and a fternoon sessions of
the conferences will be open to all the
ministers of the community and to those from
a radius of 50 miles about each center. The
evening sessions will be for both laymen and
ministers. It is expected that the congregations will send from five to ten of their
best men and women to the evening sessions.
The conferences are not primarily for the
discussion of methods but rather for the
consideration of the evangelistic motive
and message.233
In a campaign of visitation evangelism in Toronto, Canada,
under the direction of H. H. McConnell of the Department of Evangelism, there were over one- t.housand decisions in the f oll!' nigh·bs of
work, three-fourths of which were on confession of faith.234
Dr. Elmer G. Homrighausen of Princeton Theological Seminary,
became chairman of the Department in 1946.
In 1946, stress was laid on the possibilities f or evangelism
during the period from Easter to Pentecost.
was proposed.

A three-fold emphasis

First, the assimilation of new members received into

membership s ince January.
teaching and training.

This vras to be done through a program of

Second, evangelism was stressed.

It was

stated that:
Many on the res ponsibility list were not
reached for Christ and the Church in the
evangelistic work of the church leading up to
Easter. • • .The first Pentecost was a day of
evangelism. • • . Surely eve ry pas·bor and congregation will make definite plans for the
winning of others to Chri st and to the Church
on this day .235
The third point of emphasis was church attendance.

I t was r ecognized

that Ea.ster was a time of filled churches and this could
11

By using the mails, by personal calls

in

cont~nue.

the homes and by persistent
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emphasis from the pulpit, 11 it was stated, "a. gain in attendance may
be hact.11236

A pamphlet entitled Easter to Pentecost Program was

published.

It contained suggestions for the use of denominations and

local churches for the fifty day period. 237
World-Wide Communion was observed on October 7, 1945, and on
October 6, 1946.
Every~Jember

Again the Department urged the churches to plan an

Visitation for the last Sunday of September in order to

secure one- hundred per cent attendance on World-Wide Communion Sunday.
The first year of the biennium, only two Ashrams were
scheduled.

This was due to the travel restrictions imposed by the

government in that war period.

Green Lake, Wisconsin, and Winni- :

pesaukee, New Hampshire, were the scheduled sites.238

In 1946,

Ashrams were scheduled at the two above mentioned places, at Chapman
College, Los Angeles, and at Lynchburg College, Lynchburg, Virginiao
Ministers, laymen and women, and young people were invited to attend.
E. Stanley Jones returned from India and took part in each of the
Ashrams held both years.239
The first Christian Mission to be held in a penitentiary by
the Department of Evangelism of the Federal Council was conducted
November 4-8, 1945 at Napanoch, New York.

The Missioner was Revo

George E. Schnabel, minister of the Albright Memorial Church,
Washington D. C.

There were two daily services, one at eight o'clock

in the morning and the other at one o'clock in the afternoon.

non

Thursday afternoon at the close of the service, 29 prisoners were
baptized and 60 were received into church membership.

These 89 men

were organized by the chaplain into a Prison Church of Christo 11 240
During 1945, two Preaching Missions were held in Army camps.

I
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The first was conducted at Fort Leonard Wood,
October 4.

issouri, September 30-

It was reported to have been one of the best Missions

held b;>r the Department since it began work in the camps.
The nine speakers who participated in
this five-<lay Mission conducted 73 meetings
with an aggrega ·~e attendance of 4820. They
had 153 personal interviews. Eighteen men
accepted Christ as their Saviour and Lord
for the first time and 135 made public reaffirmations of their Christian faith.
Three young men decided to enter the Christian ministry.241
The second Mission was held at Camp Crowder, Missouri, November 4-8.
11

The six speakers on the team addressed 78 meetings with a total

attendance of 5819.

There were 34 young men who made their first

decision for Christ and the Church and 187 made a public reaffirmation of their Christian faith.11 24.2

During this Mission a service was

held in a compound for German prisoners of war near Camp Crowder.
With the reduced number of trainees on the campuses of America, the Department changed its approacn and program of conducting
Missions to the schools of higher education.

A new Campus Committee

was formed which represented the United Student Christian Council and
the Department of Evangelism.

The United Student Christian Council

was composed of the University Christian Commission of the ChurchRelated Colleges; the National Intercollegiate Christian Council and
the Student Volunteer Movement.

Phillips Moulton, former assistant

pastor of the First Met.hodist Church· at Mt. Vernon, New York, became
the new Director of the University Christian Mission on September 1,
1945.

During 1946, a total of twenty-nine one-week Missions were

held on campuses in the East, South, Middle West, and on the Pacific
Coast.243
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The name of' the National :Mission to Christian 'T'eachers was
changed to the "National Christi;:in Teachi!:.G _Tission 11 in 1945.

The

team of' speakers who_ conducted the Missions were composed as follows:
• • • a children ' s worker, a youth leaner, an
adult specialist, a leader for the administrative group and an inspirational speaker . These
team members conducted three seminars each, for
the teachers and officers of the various age
level groups in the Sunday School.244
The Missions focused attention on the need for a new soiritual
dynamic and a greater evangelistic passion on the part of the
teachers and officers of the nation ' s Sunday Schools .

They brought

a greater sense of responsibility for the unreached of the nation to
tiite Church' s leadership, and a deeper concern for the 117inning of
others to Christ . 245

Rev. Sizoo continued as Chairman and Rev.

Reuben H. Mueller of Cleveland, as Vice-Chairman of the sponsoring
committee .

Rev . Harry C. Munro of Chicago 'as the Director of the

'ff~ssions .

A new kind of mission, a Mission to
autumn of 1946 .

1\~inisters,

began in the

They were sponsored jointly by the Department of

Evangelism and local councils of churches .

Dr . Bader emphasized that

the Missions were held with a desire to help ministers meet their
heavy responsibilities during those extremely diffjcult days of
readjustment . 246

One well known speaker 'as provided for each of the

fifty- six one-day meetings held in all parts of the country. 247
Bienni~~

1947- 1948

Miss Margaret T. Ap'.)legart h again prepared the booklet for the
Universal Week of Prayer .
daily studies for 1947 was:

The theme around which she prepared the
11

For This Cause I Bow My Knees$ 11 248

The Author of the 1948 Universal \,eek of Prayer booklet was Hillyer

)
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Straton, of the First Baptist Church of Malden, Massachu.setts o
theme was:

H'
.. lS

"Prayer Changes Things o11 249

The author of the daily Lenten devotions for

19!~7

was Vere

v.

I ·oper, pastor of the Gongregationa1- Christian Church of Berkeley ,
California.

The e;eneral theme was:

Through Days of Preparation."

t1

The following year rrchrist in You, the Hope of Glory" was the central
idea around which the devotional was vritten .

Elmer S . Freeman,

Assis-tant Secretary, Congrega·tional Christian Commission on Evangelism and Devotional Life , was the editor o
There were four AshTams held each of the years of the
biennium .

The gatherings rer·e held both summers at:

Camp Bynden

fo od near Reading, Pennsylvania; Bible Institute , Green lake, Wisconsin; Geneva Point Camp, Winnipesaukee, New Hampshire; and Camp
Sierra, near Fresno , California .
a Bible Hour , a

The program for each year included

'orld Outlook Hour and Daily Vacation Bible Schools

for the children o

Dr . E. Stanley Jones returned from India to tale

part in the leadership of each Ashram . 250
In connection with the observance of World - Wide Communion
Sunday the Department of Evani:;elism sponsored a Church Attendance
Crusade .

The Crusade was begun on Communion Sunday and 1 sted

through the following seven weeks .

Literattrre was prepared. and

statements were obtained by sta te governors , United

tates senators

and university presidents to be used by state and local councils in
connection with radio programs and other activities of the attendance
crusade .
In 1948 , the Depe.rtment was asked by the Council to promote
Missions of Protestant Witness on or near Reformation Day, October

Jl.

The Mis sions united protestants in communities all over the

)

t
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country in simultaneous meetings.

They were positive in emphasis

rather tb...an negative, tha t is, not anti-Roman Catholic but proProtestant. 251
More than forty Missions were held in universities across the
count1·y during this period.

Early in the biennium it was stated that'

the purpose of the University Christian Mission was fourfold:
It seeks to awaken an interest ip religion,
to make clear wb..at Christianity involves,
to deal with intellectual problems regarding
the faith, and to win stlrlents to a fuller
commitment to Jesus Christ.252
Some of the auesti ons which students asked included these:
"What is sin? mora.lity? and immorality?
11 What does Christianity say to a confused
world?" "Why does God allow evil to
exist?" 11 1iVhat part does religion play in
a ha ppy home life?n253
In September, 194?, it was announced that James L. Stoner was the
new Director of the University Chris tian Mission to succeed Phillips
Moulton who had served for two years.

Mr. Stoner had been Director

of the Student Christian Fellowship on the campus of Bowling Green
State University at Bowl ing Green, Ohio.

Mr. Stoner, 27, was one of

the youngest men to serve as Director of the University Christian
Mission s ince its beginning in 1938 .

He announced that a newly

written University Christian Mission Workbook was published to guide
the local committees in more detailed planning .254
From October 1 to December 19, 1947, Dr. E. Stanley Jones held
ten Christian Missions under the sponsorship of the Department of
Evangelism.

In each missi on Dr. Jones spoke to civic clubs, labor

unions, schools, and at mass meetings o255
The Christian Teaching Missions continued their eight-day

I
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programs in cities across the country throughout this period.256

One

of the ma jor items in ea ch Mission was the taking of a complete
survey on the first Sunday afternoon in order to discover the unchurched people of the community.

In June of 1948, it was announced

that Dr. Harry H. Kalas, Executive Secretary of the Iowa Council of
Churches, had been named the new director of ·the National Teaching
Mission.

Dr. Kalas succeeded Dr. Harry

c.

Munro who resigned because

of the serious illness of Mrs. Munro.257
Missions to Ministers were conducted in fourteen cities during
1947. 258

As in the previous year, one speaker was invited to each

community to address the ministers on the subject of evange lism--in
the morning and at a noon luncheon.

Among the speakers was Jesse M.

Bader and Paul Scherer of New York.259
Another state prison mission was held by the Department at
Napanoch, New York in 1947.

The Dire ctor was Rev. George Schnabel of

the Albright Memorial Church, Washington, D.C.

At the close of the

mission thirty men were received into the Church.260 The following
year the daily attendance averaged one - t.housand--far more than the
movies-and fifty-three men were received into the prison 's Church
of Christ.

Rev. Francis E. McGuire, chaplain of the prison, wrote

concerning the Mission:
If you could talk to some of these men; know
what they were a few years ago ·when they came
here and realized the change that came into
thir lives, you would be convinced of the
value of these Missions in correctional
institutions. So many of the men have gone
out into free society and are making good. •
Others who are still in the institution who
were vulgar and very profane can•t stand to
talk of what they used to be. There has been
a definite change in their lives.261

I

80

.,_

Visitation Evangeli sm campaigns were conducted in eighteen
communities in 19L~7.262

The following year, Dr. H. H. McConnell, of

the Depart;ment of Evangelism, conducted Visitation Cam.paigns in
Canada and the Panama Canal Zone.

It was reported, after the

Campaign in Panama, that the General Council of the Union Churches
was eager to secure two additional ministers for the Churches of the
Canal Zone • .26.3

A conference of fifty-two representatives from forty-five
theological seminaries met, on January 8 and 9, 1948, in Louisville,
Kentucky.

The conference was sponsored by the Department and was

held at the Presbyterian Theological Seminary and at the Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary.

The group discussed methods of evari-

gelism to present to their students in the classroom, and of the uses
of student field work in churches, prisons, hospitals and industrial
plants.264
In March of 1 943, the Department announced tha t Dr. Elmer G.
Hornrighausen, chairman of the Department, had gone to Geneva,
Switzerland, to start work on the forma ·tion of a permanent department
of evangelism for the World Council of Churches.

His aim was:

"to

promote spiritual reconstruction, revival of morale in the churches
and among the masses, and to stimulate interest in the ministry and
the Church's work. 11265
Biennium 1949-1950
Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, Minister, First Baptist Church of
Syracuse a nd former vice-chairman of the Department, became the new
chairman of the Department; of Evangelism for the biennium • .266

He

l
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succeeded Dr. E. G. Homrighausen who had served as chairman s ince
1946.
"The Dynamic Leadership of the Holy Spirit" was the general
theme for the 1949 Universal 1.iJeek of Prayer.

Rev. Lloyd E. Foster,

minister of the Old First Church of Newark, New Jersey, wa s the
author of the daily topics.267

Rev. Clarence Cranford, minister of

the Calvary Baptist Church, Washington, prepared t he 1950 prayer
topics around the theme

11

A Living Witness f or a Lost World.11268

The 1949 Fellowship of Prayer booklet was prepared by George
Miles Gibson .
by

The foll owing year the Lenten devoti onal was prepared

Walter Horton of the Oberlin Graduate

central theme was

11

School of Theology.

His

Witnessing."

Five Ashrams were held during the summer of 1949.

A new

innovation was an Ashram for the family at Green .Mounta in Junior
College at Poultney, Vermont.

Its program was devoted to the de-

velopment of Christian home life and the influence and outreach of
such homes in the community.

Over eleven hundred people attended the

five Christian Ashrams held in 1950.

It was reported that:

11

This

has been the greatest series in the eleven years the As hrams have
been held in this country, both from the standpoint of the number
attendin g and the effectiveness of the program.11269
For the fifth consecutive year, Rev. George Schnabel conducted
a preaching mission at the Napanoc.h prison.
were received into the prison

church~

Forty-four new members

Chaplain McGuire said of the

mission:
"lt was evident t here was an intense earnestness, an enthusiastic participation in the
services. The singing was with spirit, and

!
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at the conclusion of the prayers, amens could
be heard in all parts of the auditorium. There
was a real hunger to hear the Gospel. The
spiritual results are beyond computation. 11 270
Publications during the biennium were:
Respo~sibiliti

of All the Churches,

Evangelism The

Pr ima~Y.

by Rt. Rev. Stephen Neill;

Frayer Cells, by Samuel :M . Shoemaker; Fifty Great Days,--Easter to
Pentecost Program; How to Conduct

~

Community Religious Census, and

Beginning with Ourselves, by the Rt. Rev. Stephen Neill.271
In January of 1949, Dr. Jesse M. Bader pointed out that plans
had been shaping up for two years toward a "year of evangelism" which
would put into nation-wide practice the aims expressed at the previous biennial.

The movement. called a "United Evangelistic Advance 11

was scheduled to begin in October, 1949, and extend for fifteen
months until the end of 1950.

The report on evan gelism, which was

adopted unanimously by the Council, outlined the four-fold effort
which was to begin October 2, 1949 :
(1) Spiritual quickening of ministers and
members; (2) reaching and winning unchurched
millions in America; (3) careful instructi on
and assimulation of each new member; (4)
special effort to identify shifting, transient
populations with the Church. These aims are
sought through three channels, A Christian
Teaching Mission, A visitation Evan gelism
effort, A Preaching Missio n, enlarged effort
in the University Chr istian Mission program
among students, emphasis on evangelism i n
seminary courses, and encouragement of
praye r for the whole advance~ by groups and
individual church members.27~
Besides the twenty-seven constituent denominations of the Federal
Council, eleven other denominations cooperated in this united
witness.

A National Committee was composed of the f orty-six deno-

minational secretaries of e vangelism and representatives of the

I
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International Council of Religious Education, the Home Missions
Council, and the United Council of Church Women.

E. G. Homrighausen

was named the chairman of the Committee.273
The United Evangelistic Advance began at the Lord's Supper
on World Communion Day, October 2, 1949.
banner, "America for Christ."

It was launched under the

puring the fifteen months the various

Missions and agencies of the Department carried forward their programs of evangelism.

The University Christian Mission, under the

direction of James L. Stoner, was conducted in sixty colleges and
universities during the period.

Some 250 educational institutions

used the advisory service which offered suggestions on organization
and speakers .274
The National Christian Teaching Missions were again sponsored
jointly by the department of evan gelism and the International Council
of Religious Education..

Under the direction of H. H. Kalas, seventy-

one communities, covering a population of 6,929,000, were reached.
total of 1,974 churches pcrticipated.

A

As the Evangelistic Advance

program was concluding, it was announced that:

"Seven thousand and

more local church groups a re now at work where the missions have been
held, in fellowship cultivation and educational evangelism. 11275
Preaching Missions were also conducted in conjunction with the
United Evangelistic Advance.

Three different types of preaching

missions were conducted:
(1) missions with a team of speakers, which
last from Sunday through Friday, for example,
Washington, D.C., with 31 speakers; Seattle,
with 15, and Toledo with ten; (2) missions
with one speaker, e . g. E. Stanley Jones, who
conducted 37 missions; (3 ) simultaneous
preaching missions where each local

34
congregation holds its o-vvn mission sj_multaneously with all the other churches of the
community, for example, Chicago, Kansas City
and Buffalo.276
Reformation Day was held under the impetus of the United
Evangelistic Advance.

Never had so many churches in so many cities

and towns participated in united observances to pledge anew their
devotion to Christ and the unifying spirit of Protesta.ntism.277

In

Kansas City Dr. Ralph W. Sockman, minister, Christ Church, New York,
appealed for a closer relationship between Protestants and Roman
Catholics.

At McKeesport, Pennsylvania, Bishop John S. Stamm, of the

Evangelical United Brethren Church, termed unity of the spirit more
important than unity of churches.

11

Basic unity, he declared, lies in

the spirit, in the loyalty and exaltation of Christ. 11278

Bishop

Stamm was president of the Federal Council of Ghurches.
Under the direction of .H. H. McConnell, Visitation Evangelism
Campaigns were conducted in eighty-two communities.

They were con-

ducted on an interdenominat i onal basis in the various localities.
11

Training conferences were held in Chicago and Pittsburgh for 50

directors of visitation evangelism. 11279
In December of 1950, Dr. McConnell left for Japan to direct

a visitation evangelism campaign and train hundreds of laymen and
ministers to carry their witne ss for Christ into the homes of their
f ellow countrymen.

His plans were to retu.rn to America on March 1,

1951. 280
In Cleveland, Ohio on November 29, 1950, the Federal Council
of Churches was merged with seven other agencies to become a new
organization known as the Na tional Council of the Churches of Christ
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in the United States of America.

The agencies were as follows:

the

Foreign Missions Conference of North America, Home Missions Council
of North America, International Council of Religious Education,
Missionary Education Movement of the United States and Canada,
National Protestant Council on Higher Education, United Council of
Church Yfomen, and the United Stewardship Council.281 All of the work
of the Federal Council was continued or extended in some phase of the
National Council's program.

Dro Roswell P. Barnes, editor of the

Federal Council Bulletin, wrote the following just before the
National Council came into being:
The Federal Council's general function
in representation of the interests of the

constituent churches themselves will be
assumed by the National Council in its
plenary capacity.
Many of the specialized program functions
through which the churches have worked together in the Federal Council will be
carried oyer into the Division of Christian
Life and Work of the National Council. That
division will be one of the four principal
units of program operation within the
·
National Council, the other three being the
Division of Christian Education, the Division of Foreign Missions, and the Division
of Home Missions.

. . . . . . . . . .. . .

.......

The Federal Council's Department of Evangelism will be continued and extended as
the Joint Department of Evangelism, administratively related to the Division of
Christian Life and Work.
Joint departments in the National
Council will be those related functionally
to more than one of the four divisions. Each
joint department will be related administratively to one of the divisionso The joint
departments that will be administratively
related to the Division of Ch.ristian Life
and Work include Evangelism, Religious
Liberty and Stewardshipa282
The National Council began to function on January 1, 1951.

From this
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point on, the writer traced the work of the Joint Department of
Evangelism of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the
United States of America.
Biennium 1951-1952
Dr. E. G. Homrighausen again became chairman of the Department
on Janua.ry 1, 1951.
Rev. G. Curtis Jones, minister of the Seventh Street Christian
Church of Richmond, Virginia, prepared the 1951 edition of the
Universal Week of Prayer.

The general theme, "A Fellowship without

Frontiers 11 provided the basis for the daily topics .283

"Seven

Decisions That Shape History 11 was the central topic for the 1952
devotionalo

The prayer booklet was prepared by Dr. David A.

MacLennan of the Yale Divinity Schooi.284
Dr. H. H. McConnell, field secretary of the National Council's
joint department of evangelism, reported the following concerning the
visitation evangelism campaign in Japan:
••• I am convinced that visitation evange~
lism will work in Japan as it has in
America. • • •There was no·t a single pastor
with visitation teams in the field who '.was
not wholly enthusiastic about the idea.285
Campaigns were carried on in eight centers-Tokyo, Nagoya, Kobe,
Osaka, Omi Hachiman, Himegi, Sendai, and Kyoto.286
Dr. Arthur Lee Kinsolving, rector of st. James' Protestant
Episcopal Church, New York, was elected chairman of the National
Committee of the University Christian Mission.
been Rev. James L. Stoner.

The director had

A new phase of the University Mission

work was begun when four all-day workshop-retreats on student

evangelism were held on February 10, 1951.

They were held in

Richmond, Virginia; Columbus, Ohio; Des Moines, Iowa , and Dallas,
Texa s.287 Some 350 students from more than thirty-five colleges and
universities attended the workshop-retreats.

The program included

the following:
In addition to addresses by outstanding
leaders on "Evangelization Is My Personal
Responsibility 11 and "Evangelizing the Campuses of America" there were discussions of
campus problems, worship and evangelistic
techniques .288
A typical student commented:
"When we considered the needs of the
campus today, the discussion developed from
the confused questions and statements of the
students to a sincere realization that a
deeper faith in Christ on the part of ea ch
one of us was the only answer~evangelization
of ourselves. 11 289
The 1951 Fellowshio of Prayer was prepared by Frederick K.
Stamm, radio preacher of Plumsteadville, Pennsylvania.

The booklet

was written around the theme "Our Continuing Fellowship.11290 The
following year,

11

Jesus Jfoswers Our Questions," was the central

topic.291
American Christian Ashrams were held bot h summers of the
bi ennium in the

follo~~ng

places :

Green Lake, Wi sconsin, Bridgewater

College, Bridgewater, Virginia, Keuka Coll ege, Keuka Park, New York,
Mt. Wesley Encampment, Kerrville, Texas, and Camp Sierra, California.
In the summer of 1952, an additional Ashram was held at Five Oaks, .
Canada.

Dr. E. Stanley Jones served bot h summers as speaker at the

Ashrams .292
Early in the biennium Rev. Charle·s B. Templeton was appointed
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the first evangelist to be permanently assigned to the Council staff.
Rev. Templeton had been a ctive in evangelistic work while attending
seminary. and then was ordained to the ministry in the Nazarene
Church.

Later, he became director of 'roronto Youth for Christ.

Returning to the United States he decided to continue his theological
studies.
• •• he enrolled at Princeton (N.J.) Theological Seminary as a "spe cial Student 11 and was
ordained to the Presbyterian ministry.
Dr. E. G. Homrighausen, department chairman and one of Mr. Templeton's theology
professors at Princeton, has called the fiery
evangelist 11 the most gifted and talented
young man in America today for preaching
mission work.11293
On World V'fide Communion Sunday, October ? , 1951, the first
.nation-'lri.de United Evangelistic Crusade was sponsored by the National
Council of Churches.

One of the first major events was a city-vvi.de

preaching mission in Youngstown, Ohio, with Rev. Templeton as evangelist.

At Youngstown's Stambaugh Auditorium a total of sixty-five

t housand persons jammed the hall to listen intently to the fervent
young minister.
His compelling presentation, forceful personality, clear spiritual insight and personal
warmth drew people to him so strongly that
they stopped him on the streets, feeling the
message they had heard made them friends.
0
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His listeners cla~med that he presented
a Jesus Christ who actually became more real
and more alive than the ph9sical presence
of Mr. Templeton himself .2 4
At Sommerville, New Jersey, Rev. Templeton preached a mission which
climaxed a week of visitation evangelism carried on by students of
Princeton Theological Semina:rJ and l aymen of t.he community.

The idea
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of student participation had come originally from Rev. Templeton.295
In December of 1952, it was stated ·t;hat Hev. Templeton had attracted
great crowds wherever he had led preaching missions, and vvas booked
solidly for 1953 and 1954. 296
Rev. Alva I. Cox, pastor of Grace Methodist Church, Waterbury,
Connecticut, was appointed director of youth evangelism for the
Department.

The United Christian Youth Mission was formed.

It was

co-sponsored by the Department of Evangelism and the United Christian
Youth Movement.

This organi zation carried on its work as follows:

Once a year UCYM conducts an intensive
one-week campaign, and in a series of nationwide missions brings many youths into the
membership of their local churches.
Mr . Cox is responsible for the organization, direction and promotion of these missions
and this year will train 50 leaders to direct
other missions.297
United Christian Youth Missions were held in more than a dozen communities and one hundred leaders were trained to direct the missions
during the biennium.298
Under the joint sponsorship of the National Council's Department of Evangelism and the General Commission on Chaplains, a
Christian Crusade to the Armed for ces was launched.
three-man teams missions were held in eighty-three
Naval bases o299

u. s.

Army and

They were conducted from Sunday through the follO"ining

Friday night and in cluded in the program:
counselling,

In two- and

mass meetings, individual

c: · s c·l ssion groups and conferences of team members with

300
base chaplains o Visiting preachers from forty Protestant and Eastern
Orthodox churches participated.
missions.

Included were:

Well known speakers took part in the

Rev. William Crowe, Jr., pastor of the

go

First Presbyterian Church in Wilmington, North Carolina; Rev. Robert
W. Brooks, minister of Lincoln Congregational Temple, Washington
D. C.; Hon. Theodore R. McKeldrin, governor of Maryland; Dr. Franklin
Clark Fry of New York City, president of the United Lutheran Church
in America; and Professor E. G. Homrighausen of Princeton Theological
Seminary.301 Dr. Stewart M. Robinson, chairman of the General
Commission on Chaplains, was chairman of the committee which made the
arrangements for the crusade.

Other officers included Dr. Frederick

Cropp, secretary o.f the American Bible Society, and Dr. Jesse M.
Bader, executive director of the National Council's Joint Department
of Evangelism.J02
Christian teaching missions were held in fifty-six: communities
during 1952.

The missions covered a total population of four million

in a house-to-house religious census.303
Under the directorship of Rev. farren Ost, theological student
1

at Princeton, a christian ministry vras begun in Yellowstone National
Park.

The program included music festivals, daily vacation Bible

schools, vesper services, Sunday morning preaching services and youth
meetings.

The theme of the ministry was "A Faith to Match the

Mountains. 11304
. During the biennium there was a marked increase in the number
of communities observing Reformation Sunday.

Over two hundred united

gatherings were held and more local pastors than in other years
preached Reformation Sunday sermons from their own pulpits.305
1953
The Universal week of prayer was observed the week oi' January
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4-llo

"Seven steps toward spiritual progress --<laily devotions for

the week," was the way the prayer emphasis period was announcea.306
The Lenten devotional, the Fellows hi..£ of Prayer, was prepared and
distributed as in previous years.
Armed Forces Preaching Missions were scheduled again u..Dder the
sponsorship of the Joint Department of Evangelism and the General
Eighty missions were scheduled with 140

Commission on Chaplains.

civilian ministers participating.

The fourteen member planning com-

mittee was headed by Dr. Fred Buschmeyer

.·J.·

New York; the director

was Dr. Jesse M. Bader.
Missions to Ministers were .schedulr

for this year at Green Lake,

Wiscons in, and Northfield, MassP .msetts.
Edinburgh University, Rev. DP
lowing American speakers r
Louis, Mo.; Professor "

..:i.

~a

Besides the Chaplain of

Read, the schedule included the fol-

leaders:

"Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, St.

G. Homrighausen, Princeton, N. J.; Walter

Barlow, Philadelph7, Pa.; Rev. Charles B.• Templeton, Chicago, Ill.,
/

_,nort, Lexingt on, Ky.11307
The six American Christian Ashrams were he ld at the following
places:

Green Lake, Wis consin, Alma College, Toronto, Canada,

Bridgewater, Pennsylvania, Keuka Park, New York, Kerrville, Texas and
Asilomar , Pacific Grove, California.303
During the summer, a National Park ministry was carried on.
Working as truck drivers, garbage collectors, night watchmen and soda jerks, and
giving their free time on a volunteer basis
to a ministry program, 69 college and seminary
students spent three months in 11 National
Parks in cooperation with the Joint Department of Evangelism's Christian Ministry in
the National Parks • • • • The largest audiences were in Yosemite, where 35,000 people
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attended 15 weekl y general Protestant services, in Yellowstone, where 15,000 worshipped, in Seauoia and Grand Canyon, with
10, 000, and Glacier National Park in
Montana, with 5,ooo.J09
The full-time director of the Park ministry was Rev. Warren Ost.
World-Wide Communion Sunday was observed on October 4.
customary Church Attendance Crusade be gan on that day.
stated that:

11

The

Dr. Bader

The observance of the Lord's Supper is at the heart

of the Christian faith.11JlO Reformation Sunday was November 1.
On December 1, in Riverside Church, New Yor k, a dinner was
held in honor of Dr. Jesse M. Bader whose retirement was announced to
be effective December 31.

Dr. Bader had served as executive director

of the National Council's Joint Department of Evangelism and as
director of evangelism for t he former Federal Council.

Besides his

regular res ponsibility as executive director, Dr. Bader had initiated
the Nati onal Prea ching Missions in 1936, the University Christian
Missions in 1938, and The National Christian Teaching Missions he
developed f rom the Presbyterian, U.S.A. Mission to Sunday Sc hool
Teachers . 311
Summary
The work of the Department has been traced through several
transitions.

First, the change i n leaders hi p .

Three men have

occupied the seat of aut hority in t he Depar tment for s ome length of
time.

Dr. William E. Roberts served the first period of four years

as Chairman of the Department.

In 1918, Dr. Charles L. Goodell

became the Executive Secretary and the real position of leadership
passed from the Chairmanship to this office.

After sixteen yea rs of
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effective service, Dr. Goodell· was succeeded by Dr. Jesse M. Bader
who occupied that position until his retirement on December 31, 1953 0
The second transition was in the program projected by the
Deµi.rtment.

This transition was from one of less activity to an ever

expanding program beginning with the National Preaching Mission which
was formally begun in 1936.

From that point on the work of the

Department began to be felt in a wider area and more intensively.
The third transition was in the names which were attached to
the Department through the years.

Under the Federal Council of

Churches, the name was changed from the Commission on Evangelism, to
the Commission on Evangelism and Life Service, then back to the
original name, and finally changed to the Department of Evangelism.
The final change was made when the Federal Council was absorbed into
the National Council and the Department became the Joint Department
of Evangelism.

CHAPI'ER I'-!
THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE JOINT DEPARTMENT OF EVANGELIS M

In-troduction
The philosophy of the Jmnt Department of Evangelism was
surveyed and presented in four periods.

There was no attempt made

to divide the total number of years into four equal parts, but,
ra·ther, to follow the major transitions irrespective of time.

As far

as possible, the writer endeavored to give the views of the Department in the exact wording in which they were expressed, without
unnecessary verbiage.

First Period 1912- 1918
During the first period of six years, from 1912- 18, the
Department leaders emphasized the need for individual conversion.
Dr. Roberts, chairman of the Department, W. E. Biederwolf, secretary,
and J. Wilbur Chapman, active in the work of the Department, were all
evangelists who were effective in the proclamation of a gospel which
saved men from sin.,

Dr. Roberts believed that the one supreme pur-

pose of all Christian unity was to bring a sinful world to believe in
Jesus Christ as Saviour.312

He was not in wholeheart.ed sympathy with

the social service emphasis of his day.

He stated that:

You cannot get sound morals into people by
furnishing them with better food and sanitation is not the equivalent of spiritual
salvation • • • rt is out of the heart that the
issues of life proceed, and it is the Gospel
of Christ whi ch alone reaches the hear t and
through i ts transformation, t r ansforms life .313
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Therefore, this period was marked by definite reports of salvation in
the work of the Department.

In 1915 conversions were recorded as a

result of meetings at the Panama-Pacific Exposition.
reported:

11

In 1918 it was

In one of our camps more than four hundred men definitely

accepted Jesus Christ as their Savior after quiet personal conversa..."ion
.
. y •.M
in
.• C • A•.n314

These were typical examples of the work done

during those years.
Although revivals were actively sponsored and promoted by the
J
Department, there was recognition of the fact that certain abuses
were prevalent in evangelism.

The abuses included a distorted evan-

gelism of excessive emotionalism as 1vell as improper mathematics in
reporting meetings.

One of the first projects, therefore, was a plan

to certify acceptable itinerant

evangelis·~s.

Questionai:r.es on

traveling revivalists, asking far information on matters ranging from
theology to charac·t;er and personality, were widely distribu·f;ed so
,Ghat the "wrong kind of evangelist" could be eliminated and by a
system of certification "reasonably safe men could be assurect.nJ15
Again, it was stated that although evangelism was under fire by
pastors who disliked its emotional and its transitory character,
11

God had made both ·the meteor and the staren316 Thus there was an

attempt to secure for revivalism a respectability without diminis hing
the emphasis for revivals.
Second Period 1918-1929

The second period, which was considered, covered the years
1918-1928.

In 1920 it was reported that:

11

we believe a be·tter day

is dawning in the matter of the vocational evangeli sts.

The day of

l

I

the irresponsible evangelist has passed.11317 Dr. Hutchison
commented:

"Actually this shift of emphasis was greatly influenced

by the growing indifference on the part of great numbers of people to

professional revivalism. 11 318
11

In 1928 the Commission admitted that:

the last decade has witnessed a swing of the pendulum from taber-

nacle and vocational to pastoral and personal evangelism. n319

Dr.

Goodell, who became Executive Secretary of the Commission in 1918,
had stated the following:
Evangelism has come to mean the whole
spiritual outlook of the Church, both in the
realm of the child and in the experience of
the man and woman who have turned aside from
paths of peace and virtue and need to be
reclaimed by the mercy and grace of Jesus
Christ.
We are emphasizing the training of the
home and Sunday School as the most fundamental part of Evangelism. Religious
education is at the front in our great
denominational movements.320
Although Dr. Goodell was himself active in vocational evangelism, yet
as Secretary of the Commission he recognized that the word evangelism
had taken on a new meaning in the vocabulary of the Church.

Therefore,

as he stated, the Commission was emphasizing the training of the home
and Sunday Schoo1.321 The 1928 report of the Commission revealed
that the new evangelism had proved to be somevrhat disappointing ..
To the church pastoral staff have been added
specially trained assistants to direct the
whole educational program of the church and
Sunday School. Social movements in the
church have also made great progress, and a
new social attitude toward the community
outside the church is most marked. In this
educational and social program there are '
great possibilities for developing a larger
conception of the spirit and teaching of
Christ into the life of the community, but
side by side with these new phases of
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religious life, • • • there are disturbing
facts today, such as the paucity of visible
spiritual returns and a failure to add to
the numerical advance of t he church, which
for ce us to deep heart-searching and to such
an analysis of present conditions as will
save us from incre8.sing disappointment ••••
the church • • • has failed to accomplish as
much as could rightly be expected in bringing men and women to the actual acceptance
of Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord and in
developing the Christian experience which
must lie at the basis of all true religious
effort •••• If anywhere social service has
become solely a matter of humanitarian interest
and social betterments have anchored themselves only in a philosophy of vague goodwill,
it is tune to repeat the words of Bushnell,
!!The soul of reform is the reform of the
sou1.11322
The· foregoing has both indicated the emphasis of the Commission prior
to 1929 and pointed to a possible change in its approach to evangelism in the future.
Third Period 1929-1939
1'he third period covers approximately ten years from 1929 to
1939.

In summarizing the change in emphasis, Dr. Hutchison stated:
For ·!;he Federal Council's program of
evangelism as f or everything else in America,
1929 marked a turning point.

.... ....... ... ..... . ...

This much • • • is clear; 1929 did bring a
greater emphasis upon personal religious
experience and in theology a return from
confident and optimistic liberalism to a
more traditional faitho323

In 1936, Dr. Cavert, Executive Secretary of the Federal Council,
pointed this out concerning the need for the National Preaching
Mission:
No better diagnosis of the state of the
Church during the last decade or two has
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appeared than this: that we have been so
preoccupied with the fruit s of the Christian
life that we h...ave given too little attention
to the roots. Humanitarian service, a
passion for social justice, enthusia sm for a
warless world, and devotion to other great
causes of human welf are--these are the
rightful fruits of faith in God and understanding of His will as made known to us in
Christ. But have we not tended to forget
that we cannot harvest abundant fruits
unle s s we patiently and wisely nourish the
roots?
No one who understands either the
Christian Gospel or the world in which we
live could desire to see -~he churches give
less attention to social and international
problems. We may, however, well ask ourselves whether we are likely to get much
farther in makLng society Christian until
we have gone much deeper in cultivating
personal relationship with God and personal
insight into the mea.ning of the Christian
Gospe1.324
Repeated emphasis was placed on the continued need for social better ment but a t the same time an increased stress upon personal decision.
With the recognition of the need, the Department of Evangelism projected the National Preaching Mission.
objectives which

were

It was launched with definite

stated by the Depar tment as follows:

"Inherent in the very purpose of the Mission
is its method. Not only by inspirational,
but chiefly by educational processes, it
hopes
11 in the midst of endless pr opaganda and
confused teaching, to cb...allenge vital
groups, both within and without the
Church of Christ, to an i nt elligent
passion and zeal f or d i scovering and
utilizing the will of God i n Christ as
the moral standard by which our generation may find its way to correct judgments ;
11 t o proclaim a s widely as t he opportunity
offers, in churches and colleges , in
f a ctories and business centers, the
offers and demands of Christ, in an
aggressive movement to win all of life
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to Him and to His cause.
"by an effort to grip the consciences of
men and to stir into profound conviction
their deepest emotions, to call at every
point for a definite commitment to Christ
and His ~~y, and to give in at least
some group or groups opportunity for its
expression;
11 to arouse interest in vital, intelligent
evangelism, and to render assistance
wherever it is desired in the task of
prosecuting this central, chief endeavor
of the Chris·t;ian Church;
"wherever counsel is asked to assist in
the continuance of such an enterprise
wit.hin local communities, in order that
cr.anged lives, which are ever the result
of God 1 s working, may be enabled through
the Church of Jesus Christ to make ·t;heir
last ing impact upon a changing world;
11 to provide, wherever possible, for the
dissemination into other communities of
such influence and grace as God may bestow
through the Mission on the centers visited;
11 by serious study and counsel to give some
fresh impetus and encouragement to the
preaching and total service of the
Christian ministry, and ·!;o religious
education;
"to strengthen the work of the local
church and to increase wise, aggressive
inter-church service.11325
The follow-up program was carried on under the designation
Christia,n Advance. 11

11

Uni ted

The plan centered around an educational program

with special emphasis upon training adults in Christian living.326
The University Christian Mission, which began in 1938, was
the outgrowth of the National Prea ching Mission..
objective of the Mission was stated to be:

The one supreme

11 to lead students and

teachers to a vital faith in God as revealed in Jesus Christ, the
Saviour and Lord of life, and to a thorough personal commitment to
His cause in the World . 11327

The attainment of the objective in-

volved a three-fold task as was pointed out prior to the launching
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of the Mission to the educational institutions.
1. The first is intellectual in
It will be necessary to deal
with a host of false conceptions about
Christianity and the general "religi ous
illiteracy" that are prevalent in educ.:ational circles. Whatever philosophical
and moral attitudes are destructive of
Christian faith and life must be s quarely
faced with the most valid statement of
Christian faith and the most convincing
demonstration of Christian life. This
is particularly necessary where moral
values and standards are concerned,
both individual and social.
·
11 2. The second aspect is evangelistic, in the largest sense of the
term. At some point in every man's
life he must make a decision regarding
his relationship to God. Commitment to
God in Christ is the aim of our evangelistic work. Only by holding this
central objective continually before
it, will the Mission succeed in doing
justice to what is at the heart of
Christianity. Only in this way can
students be brought into relationship
with those sources of divine power
which are able to transform their lives
and ecuip them to be fully Christian in
the life of their time.
113. The Mission has also a practical
task to perform. Christian faith is fulfilled in Christian life and action, and
is relevant to all those issues in society
which involve the welfare of human beings o
Means must therefore be taken:
11 a. to present the implications of
the Christian message in every sphere
involving social relationships, and
the responsibility of the Church to
give prophetic leadership in Christian
action;
11 b. to set forth the vision of a W
orld
Christian Community as the sole hope
of a sinful world;
11 c. and finally to stimulate among
Christian students and teachers the
study of the Bible, the practice of
prayer, the bearing of witness to
tbe power of Christ, the clarification
and sharpening of Christian moral
11

character~

f
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standards, and the continued association
with like-minded pers ons for Christian
worship, study and action.328
In the accounts of the University Missions, the author found nothing
concerning the definite commitment results of the more ·bhan thirty
speakers, with the exception of Dr. E. Stanley Jones.

The report

stated that:
When Stanley Jones spoke at the evening
meetings, he invited two groups to remain
after the benediction: first, those who
desired to ask questions; second, those who
desired to lay hold of spiritual reality in
their own lives. He also made it clear that
perhaps there was a third group who desired
to go home and there make a commitment of
their lives to God alone. Usually one-third
to one-half of the student audience re~
mainea .329
There was no indication as to how many of those who remained did so
to ask questions nor how many remained to lay hold of spiritual
reality.
Dr. Bader, the director of the University Christian Mission,
summarized the r esults as follows:
The Miss ions have demonstrated thst the
Church is welcome on the state university
campus when i t comes unitedly with a nonsectarian message.
Religion has been made more intellectually
respectable in academic circles on the
campuses visited.
The churches and Christian Associations
have been heartened and strengthened.
The Missions have helped to bridge the gap
·(;hat has been widening between the Church
and Higher Education .
Scores of students who have been confused
religiously have gained an inner adequacy
by which to live.
Many members of the faculty have expressed
willingness to give more attention to the
spiritual interpretation of the subjects
they teach.
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Some students volunteered for the ministry
and others for the mission fields.
On at least one campus a Department of
Religion will be organized soon with a fulltime professor •
.A . new impulse toward unity among the religious
forces working for s tudents has been ·_· released.
A beautiful fel lowship has been experienced on
the part of the four national organizations
that have been working together in the
Mission.330
To gain a more definite idea of the philosophy of evangelism,
during this period, the writer has chosen to auote some of Dr.
Buttrick' s views on the subject 0.f the cross.

The author felt that

his views were repre sentative since he played such an active role in
the work of the Department during this period.

Dr. Buttrick was a

speaker for both the National Preaching Mission and the University
Christian it.fission, as well as Chairman of the Department of Evangelism during the biennium 1936- 1938, and was elected President of the
Federal Counci l of Churches in December 1938, to serve the following
biennium .

Writing on the subject,

11

The .Preaching of the Cross, 11 Dr o

Buttrick stated that:
Harsh tbeories by which the death of Christ
is a price paid by God ·t.o the de-vil have
alienated the moral sense of mankind o Bewildering theories which require a jugglery
within God's nature, the Cross being a
nsatisfacti on 11 which God in His love makes
to Himself in His holiness, have left men
dazed. Arbitrary theories, whereby a
guil'tiless Christ is on Calvary reckoned
guilty of our sin, have left men repelled;
for no one can be made guilty of sins he
has not commi'tted, and God last of all
would ·w ish to make him guilty. A man may
bear ·the penalty of sin, and wear ·the
shame, and make conunon cause with sinful
men; but, being guiltless, he cannot be
made guilty; otherwise the universe would
be in its morality a topsy-t urvydom.
Theology, dripping with nthe bloodll almost

f .
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to soul-revulsion, has made the Cross unreal.
It is not blood that saves, but blood as life
outpoured can give redemptive virtue to the
blood . The Cross stands in the midst of life.
In the words of a fine title, it is The
Crucifixion in Our Street;5 nor is it short
of tragic that the Church should have lifted
the Cross out of life and set it in the midst
of a s·l;rii'e of theological tongues to make H
a fiction.
••

o•••••••••O•••O

•

$•

O

Explain it as we may, the magnetism of
the Cross endures and grows ~ By some quirk
of history, or some providence, or some inward
law, the death-gallows of that Galilean
Peasant in a remote and inconsequential corner
of the earth,. has cast a healing shadow over
every land .3.;l
Fourth Period 1939- 1953
The fourth and final period extended from 1939 t hrough 1953.
Dr . Hutchison pointed out that the work of the Department of Evan-

gelism was given a socia.l slant by the 1939 Report when it. was
stated:
Three alternatives confront societ.y
today--the collapse of civilization, the
acceptance of a new pagan faith like fascism
or communism or the revival of Christianity
on a scale and at an intensity quite beyond
anythi ng our day is visualizing. The
Christian Gospel has the relevant and
significan-t word to say in the present
crisis. It is the living force the world
s o tragically needs.,n332
11

This attitude was accented by the expressed objective of the National
Christian Mission which was launched in 1940:
To bridge the chasms between the church and
certain groups in our American lifeo The
Mission seeks to throw bridges across these
chasms whi ch have come between the church
and these groups such as organized labor,
schools, government, industry, social work,
the professions and the dispossessed and
11
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underprivileged. 11 .3.3.3
The paramount purpose of the Mission was to present the Gospel
in order to lead men and women to a direct and personal commitment to
Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord and to full discipleship to Him.
This included the relating of their noblest inspirations to the
social hurts and the social needs of their age.
ing was noted:

11

In 1941, the follow-

Within this biennium there has been a deepening and

enrichment of our theology.

There is a much deeper sense of the

reality of God and of man's dependence on Him. 11 .3.34

The Christian

Mission had evidently been influential in this respecto
A major emphasis during the period was the promotion of church
attendance and l ay evangelism through a Visitation Evangelism
program.

In 194.3, a ViSi:l:.ation Evangelism Manual was issued by the

Department.

The Manual mentioned,

11

a divine unrest which will not

let the soul be still until it rests in Goa. 11 3.35
Gospel was defined as

11

The Christian

good news abou.t Jesus" and proclaimed that

in Christ could be found rrinspiration for an earthbound life 11 and
"integration for a divided life. 11 3.36
11

sal vation from sin" was mentioned.

In less than half a dozen times
The definition of sin wa s:

"an

organization of desires and motives around attitudes which are
wrong.11337

Concerning salvation it was stated:
The appeal to salvation in order to get to
heaven is not so effective in this day a s it
has been in the past. But to be saved f or
the sake of onets own life and happiness or
for the sake of one's own wife children or
home, or for the s a ke of one 1 s influence
and service in t be community is a st.rong
appeal today.338

The r eports of the r esults indicated that stress was pla ced
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on increased church membership.

In 1946 it was reported that the

Methodist Church had trained five hundred thousand lay men and women.
In a fifteen month period they claimed almost a million new members
for the Church.339

In Brooklyn, seventy-five churches conducted a

campaign and brought in more than one thousand new members.340 Later
on, the opinion

wal:)

expressed that the Visitation Evangelism cam-

paigns should be more than membership drives.

This was indicated by

a statement made in 1949:
We are stressing the fact that this is
no mere campaign for church membershipo Our
witnesses are to go forth to share their experience of Christ and to seek to bring
others under the sway of His life and spirit.
Strong emphasis will be put upon adequate
training for church membership and drawing
these new people into the inner fellowship
of the church after they have made their
commitment .341
The University Christian Mission post-war schedule began in
1946. The following were a few of the purposes which dominated the
thinking and were central to all the Missions:
1. To present, in terms intelligible to
college men and women, the relevance of the
Christian faith, both to personal faith and
to the great social issues of tb~s age. It
seeks to overcome religious illiteracy and
religious misconceptions.
2o To provide outstanding leaders to
bring to faculties and to student bodies a
conviction of the burning need of our day
for intelligent, trained, consecrated
Christians in both secular and religious
vocations .
J. To reach the entire campus populati.on--those touched, and those not touched,
by existing agencies.
4. To show the relation of Christianity
to all areas of life--science, race,
economics, education, marriage, peace, etc.
5s To win students to an active
Christian life and service in the church.342

I
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The Department did not feel that the generation was lost, but a
searching one which believed that by seeking they could find God and
His answers t o their concerns.

"Emotionalism is not the answer;" it

was said, "'high pressure' is not the answer; dogmatism is not the
answer. 11 343

But leaders, who had burning convictions and were

intellectually honest, could sit down and help students think about
goals and Christian solutions to personal and social concerns. 344: It
was stated that some students had been led to Christ and others had
seen, for the first time, the vitality of the Christian faith.345
As in the previous period, continued emphasis was placed on
Commitment to Christ and personal decision.

Characteristic of the

philosophy of evangelism for these years was a plea to the churches
in 19460

The churches were called upon to win the people of the

nation to Christ;

-~ o

proclaim the necessity for humility and peni-

tence before God in the face of the nation• s unprecedented power and
involvement in the sins of the time; and to pray and work for a
rebirth of the spirit of righteousness and faith through which it
would be able to fulfill its call ·t;o greatness and leadership in
the critical hour of human destiny. 346

A significant departure from the past was the appointment of
the first permanent staff evangelist, Rev. Charles B. Templeton, in

1951. His idea of the evangelism of the future was set forth as
follows:
It cannot merely duplicate the past.
It must grow up.
2. It must go beyond a purely individualistic emphasis~ It must be the t otal gospel
conver·l;ing t he total man in the total social
situat i on.
3. It must be based on an adeauate
1.
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understanding of the doctrine of the church.
4 o It must provide a. deeper motive for
decision than emotion o
5. It must a void a dominantly negati\re
emphasis .,
6.. It must proceed from an adequate
understanding of what is involved in conversibn.
7 . It must call for total commitment ~
8. It must study its generation and
speak in understandable terms to its unique
needs.,
9. Finally, it must realize afresh the
potential in good preaching.,347
1~berever

Mr. Templeton held missions, large crowds were present.

Youngstown, Ohio

11

At

1,200 persons made Christian commitments; 1t it was

reported, ttindicating that for the first time in their lives they
had come to a realization that Christ is the answer . 11 348

Local

ministers felt that Templeton had brought new meaning to the term
11

evangelism . 11

11

M:any who had long thought of this term as having

connotations unacceptable to large numbers of people found that
evangelism as presented by

Mr~

Templet.on was not incompatible with

their religious backgTound or spiritual tradition . n349

Summary
In the foregoing presentation of the philosophy of the
Department, it was noted that in t.he early days revivalism was a
pa rt of the program, though it was recognized that certain abuses
were evident in some crnarters in that type of evangelistic endeavoro
Many of the leaders themselves were active in itinerant evangelism.
Reports of individual conversion or salvation, were more or less
prominent.

The second period, 1918- 1928, was marked by a swing from

professional revivalism to pastoral and personal evangelism.

The
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third era, from 1929 to 1939, was characterized by an increased
emphasis on personal decision and commitment, without diminishing the
social aspect of the gospelo

The aims of the Department were ex-

pressed in the various missions which were conducted.

The final

period, 1939-1953, saw about the same emphasis as the previous ten
years with perhaps a somewhat increased stress on the social phase
of the work.

There was also, however, a marked endeavor to secure

commitments to Christ in much of the worko

I

I

CHAPI'ER V
CONCLUSIO.JS
General Conclusions
On the basis of the evidence examined the following concl usions were revealed:

(1)

Except f or the reserved emphas i s on revivals in the early

years, there was a marked decline in and indifference toward mass
revival meetings .

The depression , however, marked a turning point

away from optimistic l iberalism toward a recognition of value in
large group meetings .

Thus, the various preaching missions were

la1mched to fill the need .

Though there was some emphasis on "per-

sonal experience , " the missions were strong in social emphases and
designed to secure for evari..gelism intellectual respectabilitjT.
(2)

The swing away from mass evangelism did brine: .rith it a

much needed emphasis on other avenues for evangelistic endeavor,.
Those avenues included educational, pastoral, and personal evangelism .

Department leaders, such as Dr . Goodell, however, did

recognize that the new emphases had failed to jrield the sniritual
returns which we re expected .

(3)

Issues other than the salvation of souls frec:uen-t.ly

made their bid for pre - eminence in the program of the Department.
This fact diminishecl. the spiritual effectiveness of the work o

The

strong social emphasis of the entire Council was constantly reflected
in the work of the Department of Evangelism .

Repeatedly, leaders in

the Department recognized that this fact .as disturbing .

Besides

llO

this, the issuing of an abundance of devot i onal literature, .the
holding of Christian Ashrams and the celebrating of special days
constituted much of the program.

All of· these factors proved

distracting and tended to make any type of real evangelism a secondrate force.

(4)

The Missions to the Prison conducted by Rev. George

Schnabel were characterized by reports of lives which were genuinely
transformed.

There were some men, such as Dr. George

·1v.

Truett, who

by all indications were used of God in promoting real revival in the
Preaching

Missions )50-·- Ta .was! also evident that the

Missions to

Universities made an impact on many campuses in that religion became
the subject of conversation and many felt tliat the work of the
churches 1ms viewed with more favor when the Missioners left the
vario us campuses.

(5)

The almost complete absence of scriptural terms

in

reference to salvation has led the writer to conclude tb..at relatively
few were converted in the traditional sense.

This was not true in

the early years of the .· epartment under the leadership of Dr.
Roberts.

From that time on, however, there was a definite and

increasing tendency to avoid terms which had been associated with
mass evangelism and which were clearly indicative of a life which had
been saved from sin.

Such scriptural terms as:

anew, 11 "salvation, or saved, 11
fied, 11 "grace of God,"

11

11

" born a gain, or born

repentance, 11 "conversion, 11

11

justi-

blood of Jesus, 11 and ncleansed from sin,"

were either never used at all, in the Department's reports of evangelistic endeavors, or 'were used so infrequently as to indicate an
aversion toward them.

The writer found that most of them were never

I

ill

i

used at all.

Such terms as:

Christ, 11 and

11

"decision for Christ," ''win for

connnitment, 11 were used.

The term

11

commitment 11 was

employed more than any other and appe ared to indicate, for the most
part, a person's willingness to let Chri st be the example and guide
for his life.
mother reason for concluding that there were few who were
converted in the traditional sense has been the f act that there was
an utter lack of reports of commitments.

The attendance at the

various missions was reported more or less regularly, reports concerning finances were frequent, but, definite reports of commitments
were lacking almost entirely.

The increase in new members received

into the churches was r epe atedly noted.

(6)

It is impossible for the Uspartment of Evangelism to have

real evangelistic results, evide nced by lives transformed through the
11

power of God unto salvation, 11 by ·employing "liberal 11

lightly the sin of the individual.

men who view

If they viewed it otherwise,

there would have been a much stronger emphasis on repentance and a
turning 2&Vay from sin.
11

Though there were men who were extremely

liberaln and others who were very

that

11

conserv~tive,

the fact remains

liberal 11 men were al together too prominent in the 1;ork of the

Department.

It appears that there is a definite relationship between

these men and the p aucity of s piritual returns.
Specific Conclusions

(1) On the basis of the foregoing evidence, it is apparent that
there was neither a consistent nor a clear-cut definition of the term
"evangelism," throughout t he history of the Joint Department of

r
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Evangelism.
( 2)

It is evident also, that the purpose of evangeli sm has

not been clearly set forth nor unitedly proclaimed or emphasized by
the Department .

(3)

Evangelism has not received primary emphasis in the

total work of the National Council of Churches .

(4) On

the basis of the evidence examined, the definite

results of the evangelistic endeavors of the Department have been
very negligible, especially in the light of the amount of mone;yexpended and the size of the ecclesiastical machinery involved.
Suggestions f or Further Study
A number of areas for further study and investigation were
revealed in this fiel d of the · Nati onal Council's p ro gr am.

Especially

interesting would be the s t udy of the views on evangelism represented
by all the various men who h ave been active in the Department.

It

would be particularly profit able to examine the evangelistic objectives of those who participated in the various missions.

This would

give a more comprehensive grasp of the total influence of t he
Department's work.
A survey of the definite spiritual results which issued from
the missions would be very enlightening.

This could include the

securing of all the information regarding the commitments as well as
the technique and program of the follow up work.
A thorough study of all the devotional literature published by
the · Department, as well as t he pamphlets on evangelism, would be
interesting.

This would give a more complete picture of the

J
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philosophy and work of the Department of Evangelism.
· activities are revealed by the ideas it has expressed.

Its important
In general,

the most impor tant single aspect of what an organization does is what
it says.

I
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Baptist Churches of the United States.
General Conference of Free Baptistso
Christians (The Christian Connection).
Congregational Churches.
Disciples of Christo
Evangelical Association.
Evangelical Synod of North Americao
Friends.
Evangelical I,utheran Church, General Synod.
Methodist Episcopal Church.
Methodist Episcopal Church, South.
Primitive Methodist Church.
Colored Methodist Episcopal Church in America.
Methodist Protestant Church.
African Methodist Episcopal Church.
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church.
General Conference of the Mennonite Church of North America.
Moravian Church.
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A.
Welsh Calvinistic Methodist or Presbyterian Churcho
Reformed Presbyterian Church.
United Presbyterian Church.
Protestant Episcopal Church.
Reformed Church in America.
Reformed Church of the U. s •. A.
Reformed Episcopal Church.
Seventh Day Baptist Churches.
United Brethren in Christ.
United Evangelical Church.
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SP.EAK I NG EHGAGEMENTS OF DR. GOODELL SU'.. iJffiR OF 1928

Bay of uinte Conference of the United Church of Canada.
Camp Whitford.
Missionary Education Conference at Blue Ridge, Nort h Carolina.
Missionary Conference of t he Southern Presbyterian Churc h at Montreal.
Assembly of the Evangelical Church a t Central Oak Heights, Pennsylvania.
Methodist Confe rence and As sembly at Willimantic, Connecticut.
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APPENDIX C
CONFERENCES
CITIES WHERE WINTER CONFERENCES ON EVANGELISM 'WERE HELD
Kansas City, Missouri.
Kansas City, Kansas.
Des Moines.
Topeka.
Denver.
Colorado Springs.
Lincoln.
Pueblo.

FALL SPIRITUAL RECOVERY CONFERENCES
HELD AT THE FOU,OWING PLACES
Baltimore, September 25.
Pittsburgh, October 2.
Philadelphia, October 9.
·Altoona, October 30.

JANUARY SPIRITUAL RECOVERY CONFERENCES
HELD AT TIB FOLLOWING PLACES
Washington, January 8 .
Richmond, January 9 •
. Raleigh, January 10.
Columbia, January 11.
Charleston, January 12.
Jacks on ville, January 15.
Tampa, January 16.
Saint Petersburg, January 17.
CONFERENCES ON EVANGELISM 1945
Chicago, Ill.; Dallas, Texas •••••••••••.••••••••••••• Nov. 26
San Antonio, Texas •••••••••• . .•..•••••••••• • •••••.••• Nov. 27
Shreveport, La. • ..•••.......••••.............••...••• Nov o 28
New Orleans, Ia. o • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1'Jov. 29

Montgomery, Ala •••••.•.•••.••••••• •.• •••••.. . ...••••• Nov. 30
Mi nneapolis, Minn.; Nashville, Tenn.; Oakland, Calif.;
Cincinnati, Ohio; Kansas City, Mo.; 1.fashington,
D. C.; Louisville, I(y.; Syracuse, N. Y•••••••• Dec • .3
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Des Moines, Iowa; Memphis, Tenn .; Los Angeles, Calif.;
Portland, Ore.; Jacksonville, Fla.; Pittsburgh,
Pa.; Indianapolis, Ind.; Omaha, Nebr.; Albany,
N. Y• .; Richmond, '\la • •••••••••••••• • •.••.••••• • Dec.

4

Spokane, Wash.; Orlando, Fla.; Columbus, Ohio;
Lincoln, .Neh:r..; Boston, Mass.; Greensboro,
N. C.; Springfield, Ill •••••••••••••••••••••• :De~.
Li·ttle Rock, Ark.; Miami, F'la.; Buffalo, N. Y.; St.
Louis, Mo.; Denver, Colo. ; Manchester, N. H.;

5

Charlotte, N. G• ............................. •Dec.

6

Oklahoma City, Okla. ; Rochester, N. Y.; Cleveland,
Ohio; Wichita, Kans.; Worcester, Mass.;
Atlanta, Ga ••••••••••••• •• ••••••••••••••••••• • Dec.
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APPENDIX D
MISSIONS
NATIONAL PREACHING MISSION SCHEDULE
New York State
Albany •••..•....•....••.••• Sept. 13
Buffalo ••.•.•...•.••••••.•• Sept. 14
Syracuse ••.••.•.•••••••.••• Sept. 15
16

Rochester •••••••••••••••••• Sept.
Pittsburgh ••••••••••••••••••• Sept.
Kansas City •••••••••••••••••• Sept.
Detroit •••••••••••••••••••••• Sept.
Indianapolis ••••••••••••••••• Sept.
Atlanta •••.••••••••••..•••••• Oct.
Birmingham ••••••••••••••••••• Oct.
Louisville ••••••••••••••••••• Oct.
St. Louis •••••••••••••....••• Octo
Cleveland •••••••••••••••••••• Oct.
Des Moines •••••••••••••• ·••••• Oct.
Omaha ••••••••••••••••••••••• • Oct.

Billings •••••.•••••.•.••••... Oct.
Seattle ••••••••.•••.•.••....• Oct.
Vancouver ••••••••••.•••••.••• Nov.
Portland •••••..•••••••••••.•• Nov.
San Francisco
•••••••••••••• Nov.
Oakland
Los Angeles •••••••••••••••••• Nov.
Dallas •••••••.•••••••.. . •.•.• Nov.
Chicago •••••••••.••••••••••••• Nov.
Washington, D. c•••••.•..•••• Nov.
Raleigh •••••.•••••••••••.•••• Nov.
Philadelphia ••••••••••••••••• Nov.
Boston ••••••••••••••..•.•...• Dec.
New York City •••••••••••••••• Dec.

17-18-19-20
.20-.21-22-23
.24-.25-26-27
27- 28-29-30
1-2-3-4
4-5~;,..7

8-9-10-11

11-12-13-14
15-16-17-18

18-19-20-21
22-2.3-24-25
25-26-27-28

29-30-31-Nov. 1
1-2-.3-4
5-6-7-B

8-9-10-11
12-1.3-14-15
15-16-17-18
19-20-21-22

22-23 ....24-25
.26-2?-28-29
29-30-Dec. 1-2
.3-4-5-6
6-7-B-9

LEADERSHI P PERSONNEL OF THE NATIONAL PREACHING MISSION
Rev. Albert W. Beaven, Rochester, N. Y.; Rev. Oscar F. Blackwelder, Washington, D. c.; Rev. Karl M. Block, St. Louis, Mo.; Rev.
George A. Buttrick, New York; Rev. w. Oo Carrington, Wash i ngton,
D. C.; Rev. Edmund B. Chaff ee, New York; Mrs. Harrie R. Chamberlin,
Toledo, O.; Mr. Herbert B. Clark, North Adams, Mass.; Bishop Ralph
s. Cushman, Denver, Colo.; Right Rev. John T. Dallas, Concord,
N. H.; Right Rev. Thomas C. Darst, Wilmington, N. C.; Rev. Albert E.
Day, Baltimore, Md.; Rev. Monroe E. Dodd, Shreveport, Lao; Mr .
Douglas S. Freeman, Richmond, Va.; Right Rev. James E. Freeman,
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Washington, D. C.; Rev. J. Warren Hastings, Seattle, Wash.; Revo
Percy R. Hayward, Chicago, Ill.; M. Henry Lo Henriod, Geneva,
Switzerland; Right Rev. Henry Wise Hobson, Cincinnci.ti, o.; Mr.
Harry N. Holmes, New York; Rev. Ivan Lee Holt, St. Louis, Mo.;
Rev. Douglas Horton, Chicago, Ill.; Dean Lynn Harold Hough, Madison,
N. J.; Rev. George Irving, New York; Rev. Edgar DeWitt Jones,
Detroit; Mich.; Rev. E. Stanley Jones, Lucknow, India; Prof. Rufus
M. Jones, Haverford, Pa.; Rev. Hugh T. Kerr, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Rev.
William P. King, Nashville, Tenn.; Mr. T. z. Koo, Shanghai, China;
Rev. Daniel Kurtz, Chicago, Ill.; Miss Muriel Lester, London,
England; Pres. John A. Mackay, Princeton, N. J.; Rev. Raphael H.
Miller, Washington, D. C.; Bishop Arthur J. Moore, San Antonio,
Tex.; Dr. John R. Mott, New York; Mrs. Grace Sloan Overton, Harlan,
Ind.; Pres. Albert w. Palmer, Chicago, Ill.; Right Rev. Edward L.
Parsons, San Francisco, Cal.; Rev. Daniel A. Poling, Philadelphia,
Pa.; Very Rev. Cecil S. Quainton, Victoria, B. C.; Rev. Richard C.
Raines, Minneapolis, Minn.; Rev. Merton S. Rice, Detroit, Mich. ;
Right Rev. Richard Roberts, Toronto, Can.; Hon. Francis B. Sayre,
Washington, D. C.; Right Rev. William Scarlett, St. Louis, Mo.;
Rev. Paul E. Scherer, New York; Mrs. Harper Sibley, Rochester,
N. Y.; Dr. Robert E. Speer, New York; Rt. Rev. Robert Nelson
Spencer, Kansas City, Mo.; Prof. W. Taliaferro Thompson, Richmond,
Va.; Rev. Channing H. Tobias, New York City; Rev. George W. Truett,
Dallas, Tex.; Pres. Johns. Whale, Cambridge, England; Bishop Paul
B. Kern, Greensboro, N. C.; Rev. Willis J. King, Atlanta, Ga.; Pres.
Arthur Braden, Lexington, Ky.; Rev. Ambrose M. Bailey, Lowell, Mass.;
Bishop Edwin H. Hughes, Washington, D. C.; Rev. Walter E. Woodbury,
New York; Rev. Roy A. Burkhart, Columbus, O.; Rev. Ellis Fuller,
Atlanta, Ga.; Rev. Harold L. Bowman, Chicago, Ill.; Rev. Carl c.
Rasmussen, Washington, D. C.; Rev. John G. Fleck, Buffalo, N. Y.;
Rev. Franklin C. Fry, Akron, O.; Rev. Joseph~ . Sizoo, New York, N.
Y.; Prof. Harold Tribble, Louisville, Ky.; Pres. Harry Lathrop Reed,
Auburn, N. Y.; Right Rev. Ben jamin Dunlap Dagwell, Oregon; Rev. John
McDowell, Mr. Francis Stuart Harmon, Mr . Roger W. Babson, Wellesley
Hills, Mass.; and Dr. Howard Chandler Robbins, New Yorko
NATIONAL PREACHING MISSION SCHEDULE 1937
Salt Lake City, Utah ••••••••• Sept.
Portland, Me •••• • •••••••••••• Oct.
Albany, N. Y••••••••••••••••• Oct.
Charleston, W. Va •••••••••••• Oct.
Cincinnati, Ohio ••••••••••••• Oct.
Richmond, Va ••••••••••••••••• Nov.
Nashville, Tenn. • •••••••••••• Nov.
Shreveport, La •••••• • •••••••• Nov.
Tulsa, Okla •••••••••••••••••• Nov.
Wichita, Kans •••••••••••••••• Nov.
Quincy, Ill ....... ... ... .... . Nov.
Jacksonville, Fla ••• • •••••••• Dec.

26-29
21-24

24-27
28-.31
31-Nov. 3

4-7
7-10
11-14

14-1?
18-21
21-24
2-5
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LEADERSHIP PERSONNEL OF THE NATIONAL PREACHING MISSION 1937

J

l

Rev. Oscar F. Blackwelder, Washington, D. C.; Rev. Karl
Morgan Block, St. Louis, Mo.; Rev. Roy A. Burkhart, Columbus, O.;
Rev. George A. Butt;rick, New York; Bishop Ralph S. Cushman, Denver,
Colo.; Rt. Rev. Benjamin D. Dagwell, Oregon; Rev. Monroe E. Dodd,
Shreveport, La.; Rev. William Hiram Foulkes, Newark, N. J.; Rt.
Rev. James E. Freeman, Washington, D. C.; Revo Franklin C. Fry,
Akron, O.; Harry N. Holmes; Rev. Douglas Horton, Chicago, Ill.; Rev.
Willis J. King, Atlanta, Ga.; Dr. John R. M:ott; Rev. Joseph w.
Nicholson; Mrs. Grace Sloan Overton, Ann Arbor, Mich.; Rev. Carl
C. Rasmussen, Washington, D. C.; Rt. Rev. Robert Nelson Spencer;
Hon. Francis B. Sayre, Washington, D. C.; Mrs. Harper Sibley, Rochester, N. Y.; Rev. Channing H. Tobias; Rev. George W. Truett, Dallas,
Texas; Rev. Walter E. Woodbury; Rt. Rev. John T. Dallas; Rt. Rev.
Thomas c. Darst; Rev. A. 1N. F'ortune, Lexington, Ky.; Rev. Ivan M.
Gould; Rev. Elmer G. Homrighausen, Indianapolis, Ind.; Rev. Edgar
DeWitt Jones, Detroit, Mich.; Rev. Edward D. Kohlstedt; Rev. c.
Oscar Johnson, St. Louis, Mo .. ; Rev. Cleveland Kleihauer, Hollywood,
Calif.; Mrs. Imogene McPherson; Bishop Charles L. Mead, Kansas City,
Mo.; Rev. A. J. Muste, New York; Rev. Joseph Fort Newton, Philadelphia, Pa.; Rev. Daniel A. Poling, Philadelphia, Pa.; Rev. Norman
Vincent Peale, New York.; Miss Ruth Seabury; Rev. Frederick F.
Shannon, Chicago, Ill.; Rev. w. Angie Smith, Birmingham, Ala.;
Rev. WaHer H. Traub, Omaha, Neb.; Rev. Harold Tribble, Louisville,
Ky.; and Rev. Charles R. Zahnisero
UNIVERSITY CHRIS'rIAN MISSION LEADEittSHIP SPRING OF 1938

T. z. Koo, of China; President John A. Mackay, of Princeton
Theological Seminary; Professor H. P. Van Dusen, of Union Theological
Seminary; Mrs. Grace Sloan Overton, of Ann Arbor, Mich.; Professor
Gertrude Rutherford, of Emanuel College, Toronto; Professor Douglas
Steere, of Haverford College; President Mordecai Johnson, Howard
University; Professor Kirtley F. Mather, head of the Department of
Geology, Harvard University; Dr. Harold Cooke Phillips, First Baptist
Church, Cleveland, Ohio; Miss Rose Terlin, of the World's Student
Christian Federation, Geneva, Switzerland; Dr. Douglas Horton, the
United Church of Hyde Park, Chicago; Dean Charles P. Emerson,
Indiana University School of Medicine; Dr. Sherwood Eddy; Professor
H. Richard Niebuhr of Yale; Rev. C. Leslie Glenn, Christ Church
(Episcopal), Cambridge, Mass.; and Dro Mary E. Markley, University
Secretary of the United Lutheran Church.
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UNIVERSITY CHRISTIAN MISSION SCHEDUIE FALL 1938

I
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University of Oregon and Oregon State College •••••••• Oct.
University of Washington ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Oct.
University of Colorado and State College of Education.Oct.
University of Kansas ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Oct.
State University of Iowa •••••••••••••••••••••.••••••• Oct.
University of Illinois •••••••••••••• • •••••••••••••••• Nov.
University of Nebraska ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Nov.
Kansas State Agricultural College •••••••••••••••••••• Nov.
Tuskegee Institute and Alabama State College ••••••••• Nov.
University of Pennsylvania ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Dec.
University of Virginia ••• • ••••••••••••••••••• • ••••••• Jan.
Atlanta University, Morehouse College and Spelman
College ••.• • •••.••.•. . .••••••••• . ••••••... • ••• Feb.
University of Kentucky and Transylvania College •••••• Feb.
Pennsylvania State College ••••••••••••••• • ••••••••••• Feb.
Washington State College ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Mar.
University of California • • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Mar.

2- 7
9- 14
16-21
23- 28
30-ifov. 4

6-11
13-13
20-2.3

27- Dec. 2
5-8
29-Feb. 3
12-17
19-24
26-l'.~ar.

3

5- 10
12-17

UNIVERSITY CHRISTIAN MISSION LEADERSHIP FALL 1938
Dr. E. Stanley Jones of India; Dr. To z. Koo, of China; Dr.
Sam Higginbottom, of India; Prof. Arthur H. Compton, of the University of Chicago; Preso W. O. Mendenhall, of Whittier College,
Calif.; Pres. Albert W. Palmer, of the Chicago Theological Seminary;
Mrs. Harper Sibley, of Rochester, N. Y.; Mrs. Grace Sloan .Overton,
of Ann Arbor, Mich.; Hon. Francis B. Sayre, of Washington, D. C.;
Rev. George A. Buttrick, of New York; Rev. William Henry Boddy, of
Minneapolis, Rev. Richard Raines, of Minneapolis, Revo Arthur Lee
Kinsolving, of Boston; Dr. Her rick B. Young, of New York; Rev. c.
Leslie Glenn, of Cambridge, Mass.; Rev. Harold c. Case, of Topeka,
Kans.; Rev. Bernard c. Clausen, of Pittsburgh, Pa.; Mr. Herbert
King, of New York; Rev. J. Hudson Ballard, of Portland, Ore.; Rev.
J. Har~J Cotton, of Columbus, Ohio; Rev. A. J. Muste, of New York;
Dean Benjamin E. Mays, of Washington, D. c.; Miss Winnifred Wygal,
of New York; Miss Leila Anderson, of Berkeley, Calif.; Dean Howard
Thurman, of Washington, D. C.; Rev. Frank E. Eden, of Denver, Colo.;
Mr. Harold A. Ehrensperger, of Chicago, Ill.; Mrs. Mildred I. Morgan,
of Iowa City, Ia.; Mr. Frank W. McCulloch, of Chicago, Ill.; Rev.
John C. Crocker, of Princeton, N. J.; Mrs. Clyde A. Milner, of
Guilford College, N. C.; Rev. Dwight J. Bradley, of New York; Rev.
Joseph P. Sittler, Jr., of Cleveland Heights, Ohio; Miss Helen Morton,
of the National Board of the Y.w.c.A.; Rev. T. o. Wedel, of the
National Council of the Protestant Episcopal Church; Revo J. Maxwell
Adams, of the Presbyterian Board of Christian Education; Rev. George
R. Baker and Miss Frances Greenough, of the Baptist Board of
Christian Education; Rev. Henry H. Sweets, of the Southern Presbyterian Board of Educa·bion; Rev. H. D. Bollinger, of the Methodist
Episc·o pal Board of Education; Rev. Harvey c. Brovm, of the Southern
Methodist Board of Christian Education, and Paul J. Braisted, of the
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Student Volunteer Movement, who is also Campus Secretary for the
University Christian Mission.

{

UNIVERSITY CHRISTIAN MISSION SCHEDULE SPRING 1939

)

University of Georgia •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Jan. 29-Feb.
Atlanta University, Morehouse College, Spelman
College, At lanta University School of Social
Work •••••• • •••••••••••••••••.•••••.••••••••.• • Feb. 5-10
University of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania College for
Women, Carnegie Institute of Technology ••••••• Feb. 12-17
University of Kentucky, Transylvania College ••••••••• Feb. 19-24
Penn State College ••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••• Feb. 26-Mar.
Washington State College ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Mar. 5-10
University of Idaho ••...•.•.••..••.••.•.••..••.....•• Mar. 12-17
University of Oklahoma ••••• • ••••••••••• • ••••••••••••• Mar. 19-24

3

3

UNIVEi.Ll.SITY CHRISTIAN MISSION LEADERSHIP SPRING 1939
The list of leaders included Dr. George A. Buttrick, Dr.
John A. Mackay, Rev. Samuel Masih of India, Mrs. Grace Sloan
Overton, Dr. A. J. Muste, Dr. Paul Braisted, and Rev. Joseph P.
Sittler, Jr. As representatives of the lay point of view Professor
A. C. Callen, head of the School of Mining and Engineering at the
University of Illinois and .President of the Kiwanis, Mr. Bernard
G. Waring, a business man of Philadelphia, and Mr. Harry N. Holmes,
of New York, shared in the program. Leaders in student work who
participated in the week' s effort were Miss Frances Greenough,
Baptist, and Rev. J. Maxwell Adams, Presbyterian.
UNI VERSITY CHRISTIAN MISSION SCHEDUIE ACADEMIC YEAR 1939-1940
University of W
est Virginia •••••••••••••••••••••••••• Oct.
Woman's College of the University of North Carolina •• Oct.
University of South Carolina • • ••••• • ••••••••• •• •••••• Oct.
University of Florida ••••••••••••••••••• • •••••••••••• Oct.
Illinois Wesleyan University and Illinois State
Normal University ••••••••••••••••••••• • ••••••• Nov.

14-20
21-27
28-Nov .
28-Nov.

3
3

4-10

Purdue University .................................... • ~Jov. 11-17

Southern Methodist University •••••••••••••••••••••••• Nov. 18-24
Fisk University and Tennessee A & I State Teachers
College •............................... . ..••. •Feb . 3- 9
University of Mississippi •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Feb. 10-16
Iowa S·hate Teachers College •••••••••••••••••••••••••• Feb. 17-23
New York University •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Feb. 24-Mar.
University of Arkansas ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Mar. 2- 8

1
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UNIVERSITY CHRISTIAN MISSION LEADERSHIP ACADEii.1IC YEAR 1939-1940
F. Wilhelm Sollmann, Wallingford, Pa.; Miss Muriel Lester,
I.ondon; Walter Judd, M.D. , China; Samuel Masih, India; Mrs. Harper
Sibley, Rochester, N. Y.; Mr. Goleman Jennings, Washington, D. C.;
Mrs. Hornell Hart, Durham, N. C.; Rev. George Heaton, Lynchburg,
Va.; Mr. Bernard G. Waring, Philadelphia, Pa.; Vincent T. Shipley,
M.D., Philadelphia, Pa.; Dr. O. E. Baker; Judge Hugh A. Locke,
Birmingham, Ala.; Prof. Arthur H. Compton, Chicago, Ill.; Prof.
Georgia Harkness; Pres. Albert W. Palmer~ Chicago, Ill.; Mr. R. H.
Edwin Espy; Dean Benjamin E. ~..ays; Rev. Joseph Sittler, Jr.; Clevel and Heights, Ohio; Re v. J. Harry Cotton, Columbus, Ohio; Rev.
Har old C. Case, Scranton , Pa.; Rev. George Gibson, Chicago, I l l. ;
Rev. H. D. Bollinger; Rev. Henry David Gray; Miss Frances Greenough;
Dr .. Gould Wickey; Mr. Frank Olmstead; Dr . N. C. McPherson, Jr . ; Miss
Mary Markley ; Dr. Paul J. Braisted; Mrs. Wells Harrington.
NATIONAL CHRISTIAN MISSION SCHEDULE 1940-194.l
Kansa.s City ..................... . .................... Sept. 29
Denver ................ . ........................•..... Oct •
6
Jilinneapolis .......................................... Oct. 13
Oklahoma City ...... . ..... . ...................... . ... . Oct. 20
Houston, Tex . . .... . .................................. Oct. 27
Little Rock, Ark •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • ·N ov~
6
Indianapolis, Ind. . ................................. . Nov. 10
Chicago •...•....•••.••......•.••..•.......•.....••.• • Nov . 17
Springfield, Ill. . ................................... Nov. 21
Baltimore ................•.•..•.........•.•.....•... . Nov. 24
Hartford, Conn. . ....................• . .......••....•• Dec.
1
Syracuse, N. Y. (Tentative) . •••••••••••••••• • •.••.•.•• Jan.
5-12
Philadelphia, Pa. . ...................... . ............ Jan. 12-19
Louisville, Ky. • ..•.•••.••.••• . ••••.••••.•.•••••••••• Jan. !19-26
Pittsburgh, Pa • ......... . ....•...................... . Jan. 26-Feb.
\Vashington, D. C. • ••••••••••• • •••••• • ••••••••••••••• • Feb.
2- 9
Cleveland, Ohio •........ . ........................... . Feb.
9-16
Sta Louis, Mo • ••..•...•.•..•.....•....•.••.•........ • F'eb. 16-2.3
Portland, Ore. . ...•........ . ........ . ... . ............ Feb. 23-Mar.
Seattle, Wash • .. . .............................. . .... . ],,far.
2- 9
Oakland, Cal. • •.•......................... . .......••• }liar.
9-16
Los Angeles, Cal. • ...........••................... . .• Mar. 16-23
1

NATIONAL CHRISTIAN MISSION SC HEDULE 1942
Watertown, N. Y.; Paducah, Ky.; Manchester, N. H••••• Jan. 4- 9
South Bend, I nd.; Walla Walla, Wash.; Great Falls,
Mont ._; Lynchburg, Va,,; Rock Island, Ill . ;
Moline, Ill.; East Moline, Ill. ••••••••••••••• Jan. 11-16

2

I
I
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Wheeling, West Va.; Ponca City, Okla.; Quincy, Ill.
Hannibal, Mo.; Keokuk, Ia •••••.•••••.••••••••• Jan. 18-23
Coffeyville, Kans.; Corpus Christi, Texas; El Paso,
Texas; Utica, N. Y.; Johnstown, Pa.; San Jose,
Calif. . ....................................... Jan. 25-30

Decatur, Ill.; Clinton, Ia.; San Angelo, Texas;
Bluefield, W. Va.; Lansing, Mich.; Mason City,
Ia.; Springfield, Mo •••••••••••••••••••••••••• Feb.
Vicksburg, Miss.; Norfolk, Va.; Boise, Idaho;
Hagerstown, Md.; Beloit, Wisc.; Portsmouth,

1- 6

Va • •••.••••..••••••••••••••.•••••.••.•••••••• • Feb.

8-J~3

Mount Vernon, N. Y.; Salem, Ore.; Asheville, N. C.;
Peoria, Ill.; Canton, o.; Madison, Wisc. • ••••• Feb. 15-.20
Duluth, Minn.; Lima, o••..•.•••••.••••..•.•..•.•••••• Feb. 22-27
MISSION

TO CHRISTIAN TEACHERS SCHEDULE 1944

Columbus, Ohio ••.......•.....••....•..........••.... • Oct. 11-13
Concord, N. R• •......•..•...••.••...•..• . ·... . .. . ••.•• Oct. 15-17
Kansas City, Missouri ••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••• • •• Oct. 15-17
PI-o,ridence, R. I •................................... . Oct. 18-20
Charleston, W. Va • •.........•....................... • Oct. 18-20
Burlington, Va • •.................................... . Oct. 22-24
Vfashington, D. c . ......... . .......................... Oct. 22-24
Duluth, I~inn • ...................••.................. . Oct. 22-24
Mankato, Minn • ......•.............••..•.... : ........ . Oct. 25-27
Little Rock, Ark •..••••.••..••.••••.....•.....•..••.. Oct. 29-31
Denver, Colorado ...................................... . Oct. 29-31
Indianapolis, Indiana •••••••••••••..••••..••••••••••• Oct. 29-31
East Ora. nge, N. J. . ..... . ........................... . 1~ ov. 1- 3

Lincoln, Nebr •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•• Nov.
Huron, S. D• ..••...•....•..•.••... . ..••....•...•..•. •Nov.
Spokane, 1N.a s h. . ............••..••.............•..•.. •Nov.
Des l1oine s, Ioi,va •.......••..•..••.....•.....•..•.... . Nov.
St. Louis, ~fio • ••••••••••.••••••.•••••••••••••••••••• • Nov.

1- 3
8-10
8 -10
8 -10
8-10

Fargo, N. D•••••••••••••.•••.•••••••••••• • ••.•••••••• Nov. 12-14
Rochester, ~J. Y• ....•..........•..... • .............. • Nov.
Decatur, Ill • ......•......................... ........ . Nov.
Baltimore, Md. • ................... . ..... .. .•.....•.. • Nov.
Seattle, 1t1fa s h. . . ... . ..........•........•.. . ..••.....• Nov.
Topeka, Kansas ••.•.•.•••••.••••••••••• • ••••••.••••••• • Nov.
ft. . lbany, New York •.........•.........• . •.........•... • Nov.
Portland, Oregon •..............................
Nov.
Harrisburg, Pa. . .......•.....•...•................... Nov.
Olclahoma City, Okla. • ...•....•••.•••••••••.. . ~ . . •..•• Nov.
Dallas, Texas •.. . ... . •.•..•.•...•.•...•........•.•••• Nov.
Los Angeles , Calif • ......•..............•......... ..• ~Jov.
It

••

It

•

•

12- 14

12-14
12-14
12-14
15-17
15-17
15-17
19-21
19-21

26-28

26-Dec.

Houston, Texas •.•.. .. ....•.••••...••.••••. . ••..•••• • . Nov. 29-Dec.

1
1
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i

'

University of Texas.
Texas State College for Women.
North Texas State Teachers College.
Sta te Teachers College, Indiana, Pa.
University of Arkansas.
State College of Washington.
University of Missouri.
Stephens College.
CP.ristian College.
Lebanon Valley College.
Alabama College.
University of Illinois.
Talladega College.
Womants College, Greensboro, N. C.
University of Oregon.
Bethany College, w. Va.
Oregon State College, Corvallis.
Sou·l;hern Illinois Normal University, Carbondale.
Ohi o UniversUy.
University of Nebraska.
North Dakota Agricultural College, Fargo.
Mon-!;ana State College, Bozeman.
Montana State University.

LEADERSHIP FOR MISSION TO MI NISTERS 1946

\

Oscar F. Blackwelder, Washington, D. C.; L. N. D. Wells,
Dallas; Paul Scherer, George A. But·crick, Samuel Shoemaker and J.
Sutherland Bonnell of New York City; James Clarke, St. Louis;
Marion Boggs, Little Rock; Henry Hitt Crane, Detroit; E. Stanley
Jones, India; T. z. Koo, China; Louis Evans, Holly.~ood; Ray E.
Snodgrass, Enid, Okla.; Charles R. Gof,f, Chicago; E. G. Homrig. haus en, Princeton, N. J., and J . Wallace Hamilton, St. Petersbtu•g,
Fla.

CHRISTIAN TEACHING MISSION SCHEDULE 1947
Medf ord, Oregon.
CoH on, California.
Des Moines, Iowa.
Yaki.rna, Washington.
Redlands, California.
Williamsport, Pennsylvania .
Lockport, Illinois.
Berrien County, Michigan.
Spokane, Washington.
San Bernardino, California.

I

!
\

f
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Sacramento, California.
San Diego, California.
Phoenix, Ariz ona.
El Paso, Texas.
Albuquerque, New Mexico.
Columbus, Ohio.
Erie, Pennsylvania.
Jewell County, Kansas.

l
MISSION TO MINISTERS SCHEDULE 1947
Syracuse, New York.
Minneapolis, Minnesota.
Oakland, California.
Cleveland, Ohio.
Boston, Massachuse ·~ts.
Rochester, New York.
Houston, Texas.
Cincinnati, Ohio.
Akron, Ohio • .
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
Wichita, Kansas.
Ft. Worth, Texas;
Dallas, Texas.
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.
LEADERSHIP FOR MISSION

'ro MI NISTERS 1947

Chester A. McPheeters, Detroit; L. N. D. Wells, Dallas,
Texas; F. W. Norwood, Montreal, Canada; Albert P. Shirkey , San
Antonio, Texas; Dawson C. Bryan, Houston, Texas; Clarence Cranford,
Washington, D. C.; E. G. Homrighausen, Princeton, N. J.; James W.
Clarke, St. Louis, iv1o.; Joseph Sittl er, Maywood, Ill.; Jesse M.
Bader, New York, N. Y.; Paul Scherer, New York, N. Y.
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APPENDIX E
VISITATION EVANGELISM

1

VISITATION EVANGELISM PROGRAMS 1943
Cluincy, 11'ass . ••.•.•.•......•••.............•....•• . . . Jan.
VValla Vfa lla, Vifa sh • .................................• . Feb.
Altoona, Pa • ... .... ................................. •Feb.
Akron, Ohio •.............................••..•.. .... • F·eb.
Galesburg, Ill . ..................................... . Feb.
Somerville, }§ass. . .. ...•....................•.•..... •Mar.
Kankakee, Ill. • .....•............................... •Mar.

24-28
8-12
14-18
28-Mar.
28-Mar.
14-18
21-25

Decatur, Ill •••..••.•.•.••...••••••.•.••.•.•••.•....• Mar.

28-Apr.~

South Bend, Ind • ..•........•.••.•........••.......•. . Apr.

4- g

Buffalo (East Side) .....•••..•...•.•..........•.....• Apr. 11-15
·v ISITATION EVANGELISM SCHEDULE 1947

Wooster, Ohioo
Twin Falls, Idaho.
Waterloo, Iowa.
Kewanee, Illinois.
Warren, Pennsylvania.
Toronto, Ontario, Canada.
Petersborough, Canada.
Butter , Pennsylvania.
Uniontown, Pennsylvania.
New Castle, Indianao
Topeka, Kansas.
Reading, Pennsylvania .
Akron, Ohio.
Coffeyville, Kansas.
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Athens, Ohio.
Bangar, Maine.
Lima, Ohio.

4
4
1

