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THE STUDENT COLLECTIVE | Welcome

A Place to Belong

Dear Reader,

This year has been env cloped in one common theme: belonging. W I er it be in academia, athletics, or the arts, we
are always encour wc(l to become involved and to impact the community. ThouUh it can be easy to poke fun at the

motto “Be Known,” it is hard to argue that the professors and students at George Fox University don’t care

While at times it may feel that we are a random assortment of students, remember that we are all here for a specific
and cohesive purpose. We w ould not be here at George Fox if it were not a part of God’s plan. Find comfort in

knowi ing that you tr ul\ belong here at this point in time, and that you are helping shape the lives of those around

)’O u.

It is casy to feel div ided; it is casy to feel separ ated by differing interests or majors. It is important, though, to
remember this: belonging does not mean fitting in everyw here. It means fitting into the right places at the right
times. It is easy to feel as though those w ith more notoriety are making a bigger impact than you, but that does not
take away from the effects that you've had, or the [)Osslblllth\ that lie in your future. Each of us has a place to take

and a story to share, and our team has hopdull\ prov ided an m\lom into these stories throuch this book.

In alignment with our theme, our goal was to include as many members of the George Fox community in this book
as possible. Each and every person herc has and will have a major impact on their environment, and we want to share
as many stories of those people as possible. In looking through this book, our hope is that you will feel represented

by the people and histories (leplcted on these pages.
Thank you for everything you have done to be involved on campus and with this book.

Sincerely,

The Student Collective







STORY PORTRAITS

Those who stand out for their

contributions to the community.




What do you love most 1n Iife?

d P . ,’ . | |'
'7 lj‘ A I'love music. I'love travel . [ love telling stories. Tove good food
L - “

and good laughx. ['love rain on my face, a violin in my hands,

-

h

long hugs, and happ} people. 1 supposc if I had to pare it down,
I'would say that I love getting to know people. Whether 'm on
atrip, in my town, or at school, it’s my favorite thing to get to
know people, hear their story, and learn from them or have the
privilege of being there for them, My faith is a big part of my
life, and I believe that the root of lis ing it out is relationships. 1
love creating, [)ui]ding, and dev cloping relationships with the

people God has given me.
Who do you consider to be your George Fox family?

[ have been given some lruly amazing people both in my major
and minor who are always there for me. I never expected to

find people I can feel completely comfortable around, who

make me feel safe. We all take care of cach other and T wouldn'’t
trade these people for anything. What's amazing is | gathered

the P""P]C who have become my ihmily from different plm'rs

- my major, my minor, and my living arca - and they all met

cach other and became a l'.m]il'\A I'm never alone. Whether I'm

in Ross for thcur)‘ or orchestra, v(liling in the video lab for a
CMCO class, or pulling an all-nighter in my dorm lobby, I'm
close to people I care about who are there for me. They're
creative, they're quirky. Sometimes they’re the mislits or the
misunderstood, the ones you might not notice. They're the kids
with l)ig hearts and complex minds, maturity and grace. They've
]itcral]y become my family. I'm the group mom, and they call me
that in public. Thu'\"rc down for a midnight drive to Portland,
they’re not afraid to talk about their hurts and struggles; they're
always up for making terrible (brilliant) memes. Their values
and their voices make me better. Thev're kind, they're funny,

they're supportive, they’re talented, and they're good at what

they do.

What makes you feel like you belong here, and how do you help others feel like they belong here, too?

ing to attend here, I thought I had

What’s really funny to me is that I grew up about 20 minutes away from Ncwberg, and before apply
to discover here. Obviously |

this place figured out. I made this premature assumption that there wasn’t going to be anything new for me
was wrong. It’s been so delightful to experience the people here who get to know your name and will include you in their conversation or
activity. I can compliment a stranger and be friends with them in a second. I feel like I have multiple RA’s because I spend time in different
places around campus and they’ve gotten to know me too.

As for me, I try to make a point of greeting people, especially those in staff positions, learning their names and giving a hug or word of
encouragement when I can. With the people I see most often, I happily set aside homework to talk if somecone’s hurting or needs an car.
Deadlines are never more important than encouraging and taking care of the people around me, and I have been blessed with people who

care that much too.
What is the most important thing you've learned since coming to George Fox?

That i oV o SETE R lh o o .
at there is more to everyone than meets the eye, and it’s worth discover ing. Also, that I need lots of hugs and chocolate to do well in

school.
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ACAREY ROSA

Student

What do you love most in léfc?

Honestly, in life I think I really love learning.
Whether it’s learning more about the world,
or learning more about the human body, that’s

something that I really love.
Who do you consider to be your George Fox family?
4 7

I definitely consider my volleyball team to be my

George Fox family.

What makcsﬂvoufccl like you belong here, and how do you

help orhersfcel like they belong, too?

At Fox, what makes me feel like I belong is the
openness to talk about Jesus. It's okay to pray before a

test and to make Jesus jokes.

What is the most important thing you've learned since

coming to George Fox?

One of the most important things I've learned is
how strong prayer is. I've gone through many trials
but I have found that there is always peace in Jesus. I

definitely learned that here at Fox.

THE STUDENT COLLECTIVE | 13



ALYSSA BURCH | Studen:

What da)'ou love most in life?

My family. Thev have shapv(l who I am and have
allowed me to grow and be who Fam. They will

always be the one thing [ know I can count on.
Who do you consider to be your George Fox family?

I consider my vollevball tcam, some of myv track
friends, and my roommate to be familyv. I can count
on all of my teammates when I need help. My

roommate feels like a third sister to me.

What makcs/;’oujécl /ll\’C)'()U /wlun‘(/ here, and how do vou

help others feel like they belong, too?

The close relationships I have established with my
roommate, my RA, and my growing relationship

with God have all encouraged me and have helped
guide me toward the right path. I try to help others
bclong by always l)cing open to making new friends
and helping others with academics, social life, or even

personal issues.

What is the most important thin(q}/ou’ru learned since

coming to George Fox?

The most important thing [ have learned since
coming to George Fox is that you need to surround
yourself with people who are on the right path it

will influence vou to follow the right path also. My

relationship with God was almost nonexistent until [ was encouraged and supported in establishing and exploring
g g

my relationship. Without the right people next to me, I fear I may fall back into old unhealthy habits, or find myself

caught in my own destructive thoughts.
g Y g
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BREANNE SHERWOOD | Professor

What do you love most in life?

My husband, and trees. I love trees because they are
so life giving and I see God a lot in trees. Thinking
back to whenever someone would ask me if I could
have a million of something I would always think, I
want trees! Pine trees specifically because they are
big, fire resistant, and have this majestic quality to

them to keep surviving which is inspirational.
Who do you consider to be your George Foxfami]/v?

The Terry’s for sure, Mark and Missy. Ever since I
was a student, and even now, I feel like they are my
family. Missy was my boss when I had a student job,
and Mark was in the Art Department when I did
ceramics. I went to their house for this thing they
used to have called “Tuesday at Terry’s,” and I was
one of four people that started that back then. That
was my comfort zone, and looking back it is weird
not seeing them as much, but they are still my Fox
family. The Terry’s and the Art Department are my

family.

What makesyoufee] like you belong here, and how do you
help othersfee] like they belong here, too?

I feel like people are so helpful at Fox that it helped
me feel like I belonged right off the bat when I was
a student, and then again coming back as a faculty

member. I always had people asking me “Hey can I help you with this?” or “Do you know where that is?”. I almost
went somewhere else, but it was a student on campus who said to me “You look like you are visiting, do you need
any help?” and even though it was a random student that day, it totally made a difference. It is my place to make
students feel that this is the place to grow and help facilitate projects that teach technical skills but still let them

express themselves, that is really important.

What is the most important thing you learned since coming to George Fox?

To have patience with yourself, because nothing is going to come easily, as a student and a faculty member. There is
always a big learning curve. Just always be telling yourself that you are going to make mistakes, but you are going to
adjust and learn to be ok with it. Changing a little bit and not being as perfect as you thought at first. You don’t need

that A, you don’t need that perfect score on your evaluations, you just need to keep growing as a human. Growth is

definitely more important than perfection.
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BUDDY WEAVER | Student

‘S‘-“‘ on "”/Ir

& ﬂr
e

<
#ewgens- ¥

What do you love most in life?

Stories. People are storics and ¢vervone has their
own unique story. Evervone as a community comes

t()gcthcr and that’s where the stories are found.
Who do you consider to be your George Fox family?

I don’t want my George Fox family to be an exclusive
family. I want it to be people that I sce dav to day, but
also the ones that I haven’t seen for a while. They're
so friendly that I can connect with them over a cup
of coffee even though I'haven't talked to them in
several weeks, just like we're best friends. Talso do
really enjoy sceing the same people day-to-day in my
classes, in my hall, in my dorm and the lobbies. My
George Fox family are the people who are centered

on Christ here at school.

What makes you feel like you belong here, and how do you

help others feel like they belong, too?

I think that what makes me feel like I belong here is
the openness of people and the willingness of people
to be vulnerable; the fact that I can be vulnerable
back to them and trust that they won’t hurt me in
that respect. I try to talk positively most of the time
and be welcoming to outsiders, even though that is

strange and difficult at times.

What is the most important thingyou’ve learned since coming to George Fox?

The most important thing I've learned is that there is one way to get to Heaven and gain eternal life, but there are

many way to define Jesus. Not everybody has to pray a sinner’s prayer and overnight be a Christian, sometimes it’s a

long process to attain your salvation.
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CASEY DUDEK

What is the most important thing you've learned since coming to George Fox?

Controversial as it may seem, the Catholic faith is the one that has it right, and every other has a contradiction. I think there is a gen
sense that people don’t know why we exist or what we are to do, and there is so much confusion and uncertainty. The
not have this uncertainty, and it has given me a firm foundation where I can be certain of things. I have realized that you have to be charit

and understanding; as a Catholic I am a part of this huge story of God’s plan of salvation that started with the very beginnin

Student

What do you love most in life?

Ilove my faith, my religion. I feel that apart from my faith, 1
don’t really know who I am in Christ, and I want to be able to
live my life in a way as if God didn’t exist. [ am really passionate
about studying the Bible and church teachings, and I get a lot of
pleasure out of teaching. Also, I'love to be around people and |
have made more friends in the first six months here at George
Fox than I had in the first six years of secondary education. It is
going to be hard here and I want to continue the relationships

have built, it is amazing what God has done for me here.
Who do you consider to be your George Fox family?

The people that I live in Fulton street house with, we are a tight
knit group of guys. lalso love the shared practices cohort and
folks at SpiL and ASC. Juniors Abroad was also a very tight
group that I enjoyed being with. It was really awesome seeing so
many sights but if | hadn’t gone with all my friends, I wouldn'’t

have had such a wonderful time.

What makes you feel like you belong here, and how do you help others

feel like they belong here, too?

Before I came here 1 didn’t really have a lot of friends, I didn't
know how to be a friend I was very lonely and unhappy. God
has transformed my life here and taught me what it means to

be a Christian. I have had an amazing journey here learning,
living and growing with other people in their faith, and pursing
the truth and diving into God’s word, scripture tradition and
learning who [ am in Christ.

[ notice people who are sometimes left out or misfits and I try
to treat them with the same attention and concern that [ would
with kids who seem to be popular or have status. I feel that
people have stories and I just love to listen to them. When they
open up to me and tell me about themselves, I feel that we are on

good terms and trust each other.

eral

Catholic Church does
able

g, then Abraham,

and continues with Jesus and his apostles, on to the present day, until the end of time. We are all called to be the next generation of heroes

in this great story, and I want to help invite people into this story, the story that does not end.
I feel that all that matters is we gain the kingdom of God. We can make all the money in the world, we can help every person we are
we can become famous, but if we do not end up in heaven, what is the point? The only way to get to heaven is to die

death. I know it is not the most popular or politically correct point of view, but it is worth it; it is worthwhile to be a

commandments and carry our cross every day.

able to,
and go through God’s

Christian and keep the
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CHANDLER BRUTSCHER | Studen:

What (10)'ou love most in life?

[love the moment when a light goes off for someone
and they connect. I live for those moments. I can sce
that they are identifying with something that they
love and are truly living. I'love cedifying relationships
with others. I love when I can learn something
amazing that teaches me that God is bigger and

better than I ever thought. That lcads me to challenge
myself to see God different than I ever have, and

that leads me to communicate such wonders through

creating art.
Who do you consider to be your George Fox family?

The Terry’s, particularly my boss in the president’s
office, Missy. My professors, people, friends, and
all those who have crossed through my path while

attcn(ling Fox.

What makesyouiﬁ’cl ]ikcyou bc/on(q here, and how Jo)vu

help othcrsfcc/ like zhc/y belong here, too?

My boss Missy has really had an cffect on my sense of
belonging here at George Fox. We share life together
on and off campus. I spend time with their family
making memories and knowing that I have people
that I can count on among them. The support that the

Terry family has offered me has been heart warming,

as well as helpful. They help me feel important. 1
want to offer these same feclings and things to others,
not just as a counselor, but also as a mutual relationship where 1 help them and they help me. I want to be empathetic
of others and truly understand where they are at in life, in and outside of the classroom. | want to communicate care
through my actions.

What is the most important thing you’ve learned since coming to George Fox?

[ have learned that there is little in life that I am 100% certain of. Your life is only what you make it to be.
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ERIN ROWLAND

Student

What do you love most in life?

I love spending time with my friends and doing the

things we enjoy — track, photography, and spending

time in nature.
Who do/you consider to be your George Fox familr?

The girls on my floor are definitely my George Fox

family, and I love the track family too.

What makcx’x’oujbcl like you belong here, and how do you

help others feel like they belong here, too?

Living here on campus and being part of the track
& &

team has really made me feel like part of the

community. [ try to help anyone out if I see that

they're str ugglmg with somethlng.

What do is the most important thing you've learned since

coming to George Fox?

Hard work pays off. If you put your maximum effort
into something, it’ll be sure to help you in the long

run.
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HANNAH SPIVEY | Studen:

What do you love most in life?

We have the ability to constantly become better.
Whether life is hard or going great there's alwavs
room for improvement, and finding the balance

between growing and being content is one of the

mysteries that make life worth living.
Who do you consider to be your George Fox family?

There are a lot of people. One of the things that love
most about Fox is how casy it is to get to know new
people. There are my roommates, and classmates,

and professors, but there are also my roommates’
friends and classmates who continue to become

better friends with you, and all of those people’s
friends. Some of my closest friends now I met by
happenstance because of someone else. That’s what’s

great about a small campus.

What makesyoufeel ]ilze)/ou belong here, and how do you
help othersfec] like the)/ belong here, too?

Honestly I guess it’s just that other people seem to
think so. I have a community of people here who
want to spend time with me, and by being at Fox 1
have a lot of opportunities to reach my goals later
in life. I try and extend that same welcome that I've

received to others I meet. The surest way to feel like
you don’t belong is for someone else to say you don’t,

so I try not to do that.

What is the most important thing you've learned since coming to George Fox?

There have been so many things. I think that ultimately I've learned to really develop what I believe, and to

constantly strive to get better at acting on it. I've learned that my life is better when I take the focus oft of myself and
put it on God. I'hope to continue learning how to do that in the future.
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IMANI KAMAU | Student

What do you love most in ije?

Ilove my culture, I feel like I appreciate it more now
that I am not surrounded by it everyday. I am from
Kenya and our culture is very unique and not known

to a lot of people, so I really love it.
Who do you consider to be your George Fo.\'famil)'?

I don’t have groups of people; 1 have friendships with
different people. I don’t have any specific group
necessarily.

What makes you feel like you belong here, and how do you
help others feel like they belong here, too?

The different ways God has revealed my purpose here
through classes and questions people have asked me.
I have changed my major four times, but God has
used different people to ask me different questions
to direct me to my major now, and he confirmed
that through a discussion group I am in. If I went to
another school I feel like I wouldn't have been able to
figure it out, because this is a Christian community
and that makes me feel like I am here for a higher
purpose than just college. I feel like I really belong
here at this specific time in my life.

To help others feel like they belong, I do what I love,
which is sharing my culture — and people seem to be
interested. I have passion for my culture. Being here,
people have a different image of where I come from;
they think Africa and think poverty, and so I think that makes me have a passion. Africa is a lot more than what the
media shows and that’s why I have a strong love for it more than 1 did when I was there.

What is the most important thin(g)/ou'vc learned since coming to George Fox?
Not to stress out about life, God has it under control. I don’t know how he will get me to the places I need to be, but
he has it all figured out and it’s really relaxing just knowing that and grasping that aspect.

I have been part of the International Club and I am an event planner for that club, I also did a dance for World’s Got
Talent. I want to try to be a multi-cultural rep. I also teach Swabhili.

THE STUDENT COLLECTIVE | 21



IERE WITHERSPUUN Executive Assistant to the VP of Student Life

What do you love most in life?

This is easy: Jesus, my family. I love hanging out with
my family. My “family” includes the canine varicety
as well. Family can also be friends we have adopted.

Oh, and I love Facebook.
Who do you consider to be your George Fox family?

My co-workers have become like family, which
includes the student employces that work in my
office. Over the years many of these students have
become personal friends. Watching them graduate,
begin careers, get married, have children, travel the
world. it is very rewarding. While it is alwavs hard
to see them go, the impact they have on my life is
lifelong. Iam still really good friends with a woman
with whom I was a leader on a serve trip when she
was a freshman. She now has three children. That

was over 15 years ago.

What makesyouﬁze[ like you belong here, and how do you
he]p othersfcel like they belong here, too?

When I started working here in 1996, the element of
our community that solidified my sense of belonging
was getting involved in the lives of others. Walking
alongside others is perhaps the most important

aspect to my faith. When you walk through life with

someone you also have to be vulnerable with them.

That is how you help others feel connected: being
authentic and vulnerable. Do not be afraid to share your story, both the struggles and the successes of your life.
Being open with others breaks down the barriers and allows us to see how much we are alike. Once you understand
the benefit of vulnerability, you will be more open to others, which then makes us feel like we “belong,” or, are
known.

What do]ou think is the most important thingyou’ve learned since coming to George Fox?

Fox has been a training ground for me in learning to accept people just as they are. My care for them surpasses any
differences we may have, and allows me to accept their viewpoint and perhaps even learn from them. Coming to
grips with this concept has allowed me to love people more fully. And that has been the most important thing I have

learned since coming to Fox. I haven’t mastered this yet, but I experience the benefit of this and will continue to
move towards unconditional love.
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JOHN BENNETT ‘ Adjunct Prcyfessor (jPhotograph)/

What do you love most in life?

That is a broad question. First, it would be my

wife, Nancy. God put her in my life to be an
encouragement and support through all the things
that I do. Next would be the hope of salvation. And
then on a simpler basis, 1 would say that I love that 1
have been able to support my family and make a living

using my passions.
Who do you consider to be your George Fox family?

The large picture would be anyone that has ever gone
to oris currently going to George Fox. Whenever

I meet someone in that category I feel a familiar
connection them. Next would be my students, and
then the more intimate family would be the faculty of

the art department.

What makes you feel like you belong here, and how do you
help others feel like they belong here, too?

God has always given me a sense of what I should

be doing and where I should be doing it throughout
my life, and I have that sense at Fox. Because I see
how young photographers are growing through the
program that we offer, I feel a very direct belonging.
[ attempt to treat others as if this is the place that
God has put them right now. I try to push them in
their learning, in a way that will be encouraging and

inspiring.
What is the most important thing you've learned since coming to George Fox?
As a professional photographer for 30+ years, I'm always refining the way I teach. When looking at students’ work, I

attempt to balance between seeing it in terms of who they are, and in who I want them to be. I've learned the art of

intentional, yet subtle, critiquing to motivate students to push themselves in what they do.
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JULIA HOWELL | Student

What do you love most in life?

As far as school and my carcer goes, I'love storytelling. I think
storytelling is really important to discover who vou are, how
you fit in the world, and how other people do too. And itis also
how God writes stories in our lives, and kind of writes together
the narrative that fits everybody together in the storv. So, 1
think stor}'tclling is really important, and it OpPEns your ¢yes to
things you never would have seen before. Tlove to read, T love
novels, I'love reading journalism magazinces, just learning. And
Ilove being able to tell those stories, too. I think that's really
important. That’s kind of the lens I sce the world through,
through stories, so I really enjoy learning more about it and

studying it and being able to live it out.
Who do you consider to be your George Fox family?

I would probably say the newspaper staff and the English
department. I think it is hard when you first start going to
college to find your niche, and I'kind of had a hard time doing
that at first. I lived in Hobson, and it was rcally set apart from
everyone else on campus, so it was like, “where am [ going to fit
in?” I thought I might like journalism, so I joined the newspaper
and I met all these really cool people. That's where TThave met
the most people who have had the most impact on my life,
through the newspaper. Then there is the English department.
We are kind of like a family; even though we're all introverted,
we read books and stuff, we still have that kind of family there.
All the professors are great, and all the students have this family,

s0, it is a fun thing to be a part of. That is what I would say.

What makes you feel like you belong here, and how do you help others
feel like they belong here, too?

I feel like I belong by getting involved, like I'said, being involved
on the newspaper, getting involved in working at the ARC,

being involved with the English department, and then also living

on campus is really important. Just making friends in your living area really helps cement your sense of belonging here. I think the staff and

the faculty work really hard to get to know you one on one, which is really cool. I have had a lot of professors reach out to me and to establish

that relationship so that has been important to me in my academic and in my personal career. How I help others belong I think is by being

involved, by being in leadership positions. I was a peer advisor one year, and working in the ARC really helps freshman feel like they are

getting to their place with writing at least. With the newspaper as well, I feel like it helps people figure out what they want to do with their

life, if they want to be a writer or not, sometimes that helps. Being there for people when you can be, with your relationships that you have,

just being there for people and hearing their stories.

What is the most important thing you've learned since coming to George Fox?

A struggle is being too intentional in my academic life, just focusing too much on grades and doing well academically. I've really learned at

George Fox that, while that’s important, people are also really important, even more-so sometimes. So, you know, if my roommate is having
) g

a meltdown and crying and I have a paper due the next day, I have to make that decision. Am I going to work on the paper or am | going to

make the time to help her. In the long run it always helps if you help people

definitely being there for people, too.
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first, that is the most important thing; making time for both, but

KAREN BOWDOIN l Adjunct Professor of Art

What do you love most in life?

People, I think it is just people... I love teaching. That
is my passion. I think that’s what I love most, aside
from family, of course. I love the interaction with
people. I love the exchange of ideas, I like the growth
when people exchange ideas. I like how it is not just
one idea and a different idea, it becomes this whole

new entity. That is what I like about it.
Who do you consider to be your George Fo.\'familj?

The faculty that I work with is definitely family to
me, and then the students, when I have them in

the classroom. I really like to develop that kind of
relationship with them. It feels like family to me,
my students do, and I think that sometimes I mother

them too much.

What makes/;-'oufce] like you belong here, and how do you
help others feel like they belong here, too?

The people who are here, because they truly care
about you. I could go to students, I could go to
faculty, and know that they care. I like it when people
are real. So, when I try to make other people belong,
I think that is the key: to be real, not to be more than
you are. Just to be yourself and try to put yourself in
their shoes, try to understand where they are at the
moment, what they are going through, and I think

that is key for me.

What Jo]ou think is the most important thing)/ou'x'e learned since coming to George Fox?

That’s a tough one, because I have learned so much. I think for me it is learning not to jump to conclusions. To not
judge people, because when people do things in a way that you might not like or do things that you do not want them
to do, there is usually a reason behind it. There has usually been some type of pain that they have gone through,
some type of experiénce that has made them who they are. People are not just good and bad people. People have

had experiences and have gone through things that are not particularly happy or good. If you can put yourself in that

position and realize that about them, you can try to connect with them where they are at.
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KAYLA NIELSEN

Student

What do you love most in life?

Family. They are always super supportive, caring, and
loving. They are really important to me. [ am getting
used to living away from my family, but I feel that the
distance makes it more fun when we get to see cach

other.
Who do you consider to be your George Fox family?
Generally, everyone on my floor in Coftin.

What makcs]ou‘féc/ like you belong here, and how do you

help others feel like they belong here, too?

How welcoming, and not the just study body, but
also the professors and administrators arc. How casy
it is to get help when you need it, and not just be a

number. My floor mates include everyone and try to

make everything work with cach other, same with my

basketball team. I try to invite people and not leave

anyone out; I put a smile on and help as much as I can.

What is the most important thing you've learned since

coming to George Fox?

Maybe seeing everyone’s differences and yet
understanding and seeing that we arce all somewhere
along the lines struggling to do one thing, but we can
all come together and have fun. Differences do not
matter; in the end, we are all trying to achieve a goal.
It is hard.
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KELLY BORROR

Undergraduate Program Coordinator

What do you love most in life?

Spending time with my family. The people in my family are
the most important people to me. My relationship with
them, and with others, is the only thing that will last beyond
this life. Iam happiest when they are doing well. When any
one of them is struggling, I struggle. Thave invested my life
in them - the best investment I could ever make.

After my family, one of the things I love the most in life is
beauty. This could be the beauty of a sunrise, or the beauty
of reading something that is wonderfully written. Tam
moved as [ watch people do beautiful things, like ice dancing
or listening to people sing beautiful music. All of God’s
creation is beautiful. Ilove Him even more for filling this
world with beautiful things to look at and enjoy.

Ilove my work, and most importantly, love working with
the students. The student employees, whom [ have the great
privilege of sharing life with, make a significant impact on my
life, and bring me great joy. T hold these relationships dear,

and will treasure them well beyond my years at George Fox.
Who do you consider to be your George Fox family?
The biggest blessing has been the friendships that I have

developed over the last 13 years working at Fox. 1 have
friends and colleagues here who have walked with me

through all the good stuff, the sad stuff, and the tough stuff

graduate Program Coord

SSNa - & § Kelly Borror - . - they are like family to me. Currently, I have family at Fox,
N > o < “ L L

my two youngest children are in their freshman and junior

years. How many parents have the opportunity to work
| where their kids go to school? For me, that is one of the

coolest things about being here.

T ’ What makes you feel like you belong here, and how do you help others

feel like they belong here, too?

My place to belong is in the College of Business. As the Undergraduate Program Coordinator, my goal is to help people to feel
comfortable in our office. I want people to know we want them here. I want our office to be a place where people feel encouraged

and supported. Along with my place in the College of Business, I also feel like I fit in the broader culture at Fox. [ am an ambassador

for George Fox wherever [ go.
What is the most important thing you've learned since coming to George Fox?

I've learned that the mission statement of the university could be adapted to fit anywhere. I think it is the mission statement that
drives who we are, and the desire to do things with excellence, because we do it all in the name of Christ. I have also learned that
nothing stays the same. Though that can be hard, it also helps us to be flexible and to empathize with people who are going through
changv. When you work somewhere for many years, you see the full circle of life. From the birth of faculty and staft children, to the
passing of students, and (*ollcagues. There are \\'eddings to attend, and new positions to cclcbrate‘.._vou live life with people. and that
is a great thing. That is what it is all about, living life in community and supporting each other. You can influence people b)’ the way
you care for them, and by how vou allow God to live in you. | think about the scriptures that say, “vou are the salt of the earth”, and,

“you are the lighl of the world.” YOU, be the lighl. YOU, be the salt. Make life tasty. Go Bruins!
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KELLY CHANG Professor of Psychology

What do you love most in life?

I love inspiration. | love it when I am inspired by
scriptures to see God in new ways. Ilove it when

I am conversing with students and sceing good
conversations happen. I also love beautiful sunsets.
Nicaragua, Hawaii, and Oregon all have great sunsets
because we get to watch it over the occan. In Hawaii,
you can almost always expect bright green and bright
blue. When I went to Mount Hood, it was cloudy

and rainy except for where we went; God's vastness
and beauty was fresh to be in. It opens vour mind up,

instead of being like, “Oh, I'm uscd to this.”
Who do you consider to be your George Fox, family?

Well, my department is like a family to me. We have
been working together for along time. Iam really
blessed to have colleagues that get along well, and
have a lot of love, respect, and shared purpose with
one another. I think of my students as my kids. Many
students are here because they are entrusting us to
help them discover who they are and who they are
called to be. I'try to think about what is the best for
them as they are figuring it out. I learn a lot from

my students. It is fun, being able to get to know my

LAURI SMITH

Professor (j‘ Design

What do/;'ou love most in 11'/&?

I love people. I'love all different kinds of people and

knowing their stories.
Who do you consider to be your George Fo_\'famil)'?

The Art and Design Department. A big reason
for this is because three of the people that I teach
with I also went to college with. That makes a big
difference. We are a close-knit group.

What mal\‘m)’ouﬁ,’cl like you belong here, and how do/x'ou
help othersfccl like Lhe}' bc]ong here, too?

I feel like I belong at George Fox because God called
me here. In 2005, I felt that the Lord asked me to
fast my Interior Design business and not take on

any more projects. As soon as that was coming to

an end, [ had a call from George Fox saying that I
was recommended to teach by a teacher I had when

[ was studying at George Fox. I decided to go back
to school to get a master’s degree. My finals were
completed on Tuesday night, then I flew that night to
Oregon to start my new job on Wednesday morning.

Everything that went into my coming to Fox came by

students. That is why I am here. steps and at the right times. That is how I knew that

the Lord wanted me here, one miracle after another.
I help others to feel that they belong because I truly

What makes you feel like you belong here, and how do you feel like these students and people around me belong
help others feel like they belong here, t00? here. Since I have come to this stage in my life, I have
realized how fast life comes and goes. I want to slow down, hear what is going on with people, and try to listen to if
There are a lot of things. I think for me, the fact that God can call me to do work in Nicaragua, and that I can the Lord has something to contribute in those moments. 1 listen to hear if God has something to communicate to me
combine that so easily to mentor students and research. The way they all can fit together. I teach a lot of general during my interactions with others. Oftentimes He does.
psychology classes, so I am around a lot of freshmen. I try to learn all their names and be available for those who
want to go deeper. I have taught first year seminar because I care about incoming students. I'll be teaching LIBA What is the most important thing you've learned since coming to George Fox?

next year. I do have a heart for freshmen and helpin them land softly in runnin
FHE 4 5 You can be smack dab in the middle of God’s will and it will not be easy. There will be trials, but I know to cry out

What is the most important thing}/ou’ve [ coming b0 Grazge Fox? to God. In the midst of everything, I am to enjoy God and allow Him to love me. That is my purpose on earth. If
and when [ know the incredible, deep love of God, there is no trial.

On one hand, I learned to be more confident as a teacher. But one of the most important things I liked and am still

learning about is all the different ways God designed people to love him and serve him. All the different passions and

journeys they go on to discover, who they are and their purposes in life. I don’t think learning ever stops; learning
that learning never stops.
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LEAH PAYNE | Assistant Professor of Theology LIBBY McNAY | Student

/ - . - >
What do you love most in life: What do you love most in Iyre?
I love many things! Family, fricnds, cottee, tood
S! I3 B S, R l, ; ; 1 i ivi
> £ ) - - [¢2 o
i e ! | I love people. I love laughing w ith people and living
gs, S5 s, T.V.; probably what I'love the throush both really fun and really hard moments. I
: - & < J .
most are goo(] stories. A good story can tlmngc a life love Peop]e and I love that God created us to be in
and the world! 1 . . . .
relationships with each other. That is probably one
. | ] of the greatest blessings I have ever had. When you
o do you consider to be your George Fo: ? i aethit '
), e seorge Fox family: ; are going through somethmg, someone can be there

. comforting you, and I can be there for others.
As an alumni, I have known some people at George o
Fox since I was 17 years old. Evervone (students, Who do vou consider to be your George Fox'familr’
faculty, staff) feels like family to me. 4 o e e e
; R I would say definitely my two ResLife staffs that 1
What makes you feel like you belong here, and how do you have been with, and the two floors I have been able to

J 3 ’

be a part of. I have also had two amazing roommates
and have made some best friends along the way. They

have probably been the biggest part of my George Fox

help others feel like they belong here, too?

The enthusiasm of my students and the support of my
colleagues make me feel like I'helong and T try to give famil
R b £ amily.
the same to them. ’
s, What makes you feel like you belong here, and how do yvou
What c]o)/ou think is the most important thing )'ou'\‘c hel othcrsﬁcl 1;1{.3 they ;clon hcr(z too? ’
learned since coming to George Fox? P %) g s lE0QA
The different mentors, and different friends and
faculty that have invested in me and helped me see

my values, strengths, and weaknesses; they really

I've learned so much from the Friends Church. One
is that loving God with your mind is a great way to
helped shape me into who I am now. I think I would
say being an RA the last two years was how I helped
people feel like they belong. I want to make people
feel like this is a place where people can bloom where
they are planted. I like helping them to see their
values, because I have had that done for me.

experience the Holy Spirit.

What is the most important rhing)'ou're learned since coming to George Fox?

What I would say is that God is pursuing me, and [ have realized that God is pursuing me in a way I never saw
before. ' have learned that it is an amazing and overwhelming thing, yet it is so beautiful. Christ is pursuing a
personal relationship with me. I think it is the first time I've felt like I want to pursue Christ more than anything

else.
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MARK NATHLICH | Studen:

What do you love most in life?

Ilove God the most. I'love exploring the world he
as I go on with my life.

Who do you consider to be your George Fox family?

I consider my family to be all of my friends here at

something, or if they need to talk about something
with me. Also, I would include professors that

are here to set me up for my futurc. I have built

up relationships with them, which will turn into
connections for future jobs. I think that is really
important, and they are part of my George Fox

family. I feel like friends here are different, as they

who they are, and that makes it casicr to build those

lifelong relationships with them.

What makesyoufcel like you belong here, and how do you

help others feel like they belong here, too?

[ feel like God called me to be here for some reason
because this is a school that no one from my high
school has even really heard of. Also, my friends
really make me enjoy my time here. I think I help

need to talk, or by going and doing things, asking

them to hang out, or just spending time with them. I
think that is one of the most important things you can do with friends; trying to be nice to everyone and being open

to new friendships.
What is the most important thing)/ou’ve learned since coming to George Fox?

Growing up I did not really have a strong faith even though I went to church. Last year I really developed a stron

g
faith in Christ, just learning about Him in class and reading the Bible, because I never had read the Bible before. 1

think learning about God is the most important thing I have learned here, because now he is the center of my lite, as

everything revolves around Him.
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created, living for Him, and just lcarning about Him

this school. They are here if I ever need to talk about

are more grounded here. They have a better sense of

others feel like they belong by just being there if they

MARK POTHOFF Dean of Community Life

What do you love most in life?

I think God has made us relational people, so I love connecting
with people and not just in a casual level, which is still great
because you cannot connect with everyone on a deep level, but
those deep intimate relationships. Ilove my family, my wite and
three girls. They are the light of my life and are amazing. 1 love
being here, what the school is about, and the things we do to
help students not just be known but help them grow and learn

and have great four years of their lives.
Who do you consider to be your George Fox family?

That is a hard question for me to answer. [ am an alumnus, and
this is my 20th year working here, so I have been a part of this
community for 24 years. For me, it starts clear back to when I
was a student here. I had my best friends here, and they are still
in my life today. I also think about the people I have worked
with the last 20 years. They are all my family, and of course the
students who I have been able to develop relationships with over
the last 20 years, so the Fox family is huge. It isa beautiful thing.

What makes you feel like you belong here, and how do you help others
BEORGE Fox feel like they belong here, too?

UNIVERSITY
I can remember the day I visited George Fox for the preview
day. I remember the sense when I stepped onto campus that
I belonged here. I have always felt that Fox has been a highly
relational place; that is why we talked about “Be Known” as our
tagline. We started that about six years ago, and when I heard it,
I was like “well of course,” because that is what we have always
been, but for me I feel like that has always been embedded in
the fabric of our culture for as long as I have been around. That
is what made me compelled to want to work here even after |
was a student, because I felt like I belonged and it was a good

fit. I believe in what we are doing, and what we are about with
our mission and vision. I try to help students find their niche
and encourage them with whatever that may be. Whether a student is struggling in some area, or they are not doing well, or even it there
is a community accountability issue, I want the student to know that they belong, are cared for, and have a place and a purpose here. There
is a place for everyone here, tor some it takes a little longer to find it than others, but everyone can belong and find their place. It makes me
really sad when students are having a struggle finding a fit. You are going to get out of George Fox what you put into it, I encourage students

to start small with what they're passionate about or what they have interest in, and start there even if it is intimidating.
What is the most important thing you've learned since coming to George Fox?

As astudent, I really learned who I was and what my gitts and passions are. The person that was in the same job role I am in now, when I was
a student, started to mentor me and believed in me and he saw gifts in me I never knew Lhad. I really learned who I am, how God has gifted

me, and that I could do more than I thought was possible through God. As an employee, I have learned to love people and to care about

)
people, extend kindness, mercy, and grace to people. I've also learned to put my self out there and go bevond what I thought possible with
students to help them feel known, valued, and cared for. Ilearned that I'love being in teams working with the other employees. They are
g ) )
amazing people. I love what we do together to make George Fox a nice place. Ilove seeing Fox growing and changing over time. It's fun to
= (= [= = k= f= [

see not just student growth, but new programs and buildings going up; these are all great signs of growth in our community.
g £5 8 )
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MICHAEL ZICCARELLl | Studen:

What do you love most in life?

Ilove spending time with people who have the

same morals and interests as mysclf, because Tam

able to feel comfortable with being me. T'ove the
relationships that are made and the friendships that
last a lifetime. The sunny days at the beach and the
rainy days all wrapped up in blankets. T'love that Jesus
came and sacrificed himself for us, and the tact that
we do not deserve it but since he died for us, we can

live with him.
Who d0)’ou consider to be your George Fox family?

I consider the people I make relationships with and
share the same beliefs with to be my George Fox
family. The people 1 spend most of my time with and

the people I live with.

What makcs}louﬁ:c] like you belong here, and how do you

help others_jée/ like they belong here, too?

I feel like I belong here because almost everyone

I have talked to is so gracious and kind, and they
genuincly care about me. They make me feel like

I am back at home and give me a reason to smile
every day. They accept me for who I'am and are very
gracious in their actions. I feel like I help others feel

like they belong because I can relate to them. I am

definitely not the brightest or the most attractive but
I know that I am made perfect in God’s eyes, so I feel

comfortable being myself, and other people feel comfortable being themselves around me as well.

MIRANDA PARK

Student

What do you love most in Iyrc?

Ilove people. I think that building those relationships
and creating deeper relationships with people isa

beautiful thing to be able to do.
Who do you consider to be your George Foxfami])'?

My floor mates, probably. Just the ability to laugh and
support each other. I think it is such a cool thing to go
from the beginning of the year not knowing anyone,
to being able to sit down and joke or talk about our
days. We're able to support each other through bad
days and celebrating good days. It makes it feel more
like home, because if I did not have those connections

it would be a lot harder.

What makes/voufccl like you belong here, and how do you

help others feel like they belong here, too?

I am surrounded by Christians here. I think that
helps me feel like I belong, because we are all on this
spiritual path of growth and this journey. It is cool

to be able to mix that journey with other peoples’.

I think that being able to build that community

with other Christians and to grow spiritually with
them is important. Taking the time to form those
deep relationships helps them know that they are
important, and I think that is a big part of feeling like

you belong. It is knowing that you are not alone.
) g )

What is the most important thing you’ve learned since coming to George Fox?

I learned that it is not about the schooling, or the sports, or fun; it is about the relationships you make. Your

strongest relationships and longest-lasting relationships are going to come from college. Being arou nd other

What is the most important thing you've learned since coming to George Fox?
J

I think I am learning so many things right now that it is hard to focus in on one thing. I think one of the biggest
things is about myself and my relationship with God. Through the classes that [ have and through the professors and
what they are teaching, [ am learning more about myself, but [ am also learning more about my relationship with

God and what it means to be Christian. I think that is a huge part of what I am learning about right now.

Christians in college is a wonderful way to grow in your faith and truly find out who you are going to become. You
are able to strengthen your faith and surround yourself with others who are doing the same. “For iron sharpcns iron
as one man sharpens another.”
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NOELLEHO | Student

What Jo/rou love most 1n Iifes

I'love the idea of vulnerability. It has the power to
bring unity and forgiveness. Where there is honesty
and vulnerability, nothing bad can happen. Itis casy
to hold back when answering simple questions like,
“How are you?” But there is value in stopping and
thinking before I respond to these simple questions.

It is important to be real with people.
Who do you consider to be your George Fox family?

Three specific individuals I met freshman vear. We
do not see each other as often, but whenever we

sce cach other, it is always a happy mceting. They
were always there for me when Iwas going through
tough times, or just going through all other various
emotions. My international friends all treat me like
their sister; they make food for me and take good
care of me. Also, the people I met through ASC. I've
grown the most by being with pcople on ASC. One
important thing they taught me was to put myself out

there.

What makes you feel like you belong here, and how do you
help others feel like they belong here, too?

Talking with people who are going through the same

thing as me; making connections on a deep, personal
level; meeting people who are striving for the same
place makes me feel like I definitely belong. Making
others feel like they belong makes me feel like I belong. I try to be a good listener and validate people’s experiences.
It is an important thing I live by. I also like to see the good in people. Abraham Lincoln once said, “I don’t like that
man, [ must get to know him better.” First impressions are not always true, and people deserve second chances.

What is the most important thing you’ve learned since coming to George Fox?
Some problems are not for you to solve, and some questions are not for you to answer. [ have always been the
problem-solving kind of person. I would expect myself to solve all problems. But my friends and family helped me

realize that God is the only one who can help everyone, and that it’s okay for me to not to have an answer. This
realization took a big burden off my life. I am small and I am here to walk along with people and support them.
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OLIVIA POTHOFF | Assistant Professor

What do you love most in life?

Newberg is a great place to grow. It sounds super
cheesy, but it is true. It is such a unique place with
really great people. The George Fox community
extends into the town. From my moments on campus
as a student to now, I have really connected in a
different way with the community, and I have the
chance to extend that to my kids now. I love that
people smile at one another here and just genuinely

want to help each other out.
Who do you consider to be your George Fox family?

When I first think about who I consider to be my
George Fox family, Tinitially think about my seven
girlfriends who all went to Fox with me. Once a

year we all go somewhere fun, even through the
tough seasons. George Fox has been the glue in our
relationships. We can go through marriage, having
babies, and growing families together. We celebrate
every single baby and wedding together no matter
what. Having roots in a friendship is really important
if you are lucky enough to find those genuine friends.
When thinking about my George Fox family, I also
think about my husband’s boss, Brad Lau, who is the
best boss I could ask for my husband. He is a decade
older than my husband, acts as a mentor for him, but
values him as a friend too. I also consider the whole
student life department to be a part of my Fox family.

What makcsyoufecl like you belong here, and how do you help thersfeel like they belong here, t00?

At the end of the day I reflect on my experiences at Fox and | get excited for others to have the same kind of
experience. Knowing that I can help others have that keeps me at Fox. Eighteen to twenty-five were huge years of
exponential growth for me when I look back on my time. There are a lot of big question marks during that time in
one’s life. Fox is a great place to incubate those with like-minded people. B

What is the most important thing you've learned since coming to George Fox?

You never arrive. Fox has taught me to love people as they are “becoming,” not for who they will be. There were so

many who poured into me as I was “becoming” and made me feel like I belonged.
g
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PAUL ANDERSON | Professor of Biblical & Quaker Studies

What do you love most in life?

[love God, my family, students, and serving people
in a place like George Fox University. I love teaching
people in a way that changes their lives and helps
them to develop in a way that will eventually change
the world. That is my spiritual calling and why I teach

at George Fox University.
Who do you consider to be your George Fox family?

Those who are in the collcgc of Christian Studies. |
also strive to create a sense of family in the classes
that I teach here. I want to create a “community of

learning” where students feel that they can keep in

i M\m““ ‘ ,,’UIN”N{ML ' ‘ R\ - touch with me and their peers as they plan for the
'l_‘n‘\ i future.
l‘ VAL |
li ‘}l.\‘\\l “l.\‘\lul“‘\"‘x \ , j What makes you feel like you belong here, and how do you
\, il \‘Ml“ \ : help others feel like they belong here, too?

il A

The George Fox University mission as being a Christ-

Ut Mlm«‘i{ﬁ”’

i ” belong here, because that is also where my personal

AT AT 4
T ! 3 > 4
L R centered, Quaker community helps me to feel like 1

passions reside. The community that we have here
helps me to take following Jesus seriously, and I
want to influence others to do so as well. I want my
classes to help students feel that authentic learning
is welcomed and that it is also a place for worshiping

God, where Christ is our ultimate teacher.

What is the most important thing you’ve learned since coming to George Fox?

Sm;e con;mg 'to Fox, I:ave received a spiritual calling. That calling is to wholeheartedly seek truth through the
reading of scripture and to spread that truth to all who I come in contact with. I have had wonderful mentors in my

ll.fe who have encouraged me time and time again to seek the Lord and his commandments. | want to be the same
kind of mentor to my students.
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RAEANN MORELLI | Student

What do you love most in life?

I think what brings me the most joy are the different aspects

of community. Specifically, hearing about what people are
currently learning and what God is teaching them. 1 love to
have someone come up to me and be excited, or may be in a
harder place with their life, and just say, “Alright, this is what
God is teaching me.” The excitement that comes from watching
someone grow, as well as being encouraged in my own growth,
is amazing. I just love being in community with people, so 1
guess that what [ truly love most in life is other people. I love the
encouragement that comes from walking alongside people. One
of the other cool aspects of that is more specifically related to
worship, I have found. Getting to play music with someone is,
in a lot of ways, a really special place for me because worship is
really signiﬁcam to me. To get to enter into worship with other
people, and to see different sides of people’s musical abilities, is

really fun.
Who do you consider to be your George Fox family?

ResLife has been a big part of me finding community, but it is
definitely not just the people in ResLife that I would consider
my George Fox Family, which I think is really cool! A lot of
times you can get into it and you can get stuck in just that

one group of people. But for me, ResLife has been more of

a catalyst to pm\'idc that basis to find a greater community,
because it gives you a reason to go say “hi” to someone you do
not know. Granted, anyone can do that, but being an RA makes
it easicr. So, I think that ResLife itself is a really big part of
my Fox family, but it has also given me the chance to find my
people through sometimes the most random of ways. I have
found friends through engineering, through different church
things, and from things that 1 honestly would have deemed
“insignificant” moments. I just clicked with someone and was
able to tell that we would be good friends. So, I feel like my
Fox family is quite large. There are lots of different sources of

community around here.
What makes you feel like you belong here, and how do you help other people feel like they belong here, too?

I think it is interesting how when most people talk about finding their college, they knew that it was “the one” from the first day they came
to campus. For me, it was not necessarily that first visit that sold me. Still, for a myriad of other reasons, 1 ended up coming here. The day
eted me in a way that

” It felt like she spoke

I'had that moment of clarity was the day [ moved in. I remember my freshman floor RA, Alicia, who came in and gre
said, “Welcome home. This is your space. You are here to make Fox different because of the time that you spend here.
for the entire community in saying that I am an important addition, and that I am noticed and wanted. It was not like Alicia prcmeditated
this moment, but just by the nature of her welcoming me, that was ennugh for me to feel g(md about being here. In the same way, another
important opportunity we have to serve on campus is to just make people feel welcome in whatever space that we consider to be our own.
In Alicia’s right, it was her floor, and she welcomed me into that space that was her own. In any other facet of this campus that we can
consider any sort of ownership in, we also have to give the gifl of welcoming other pcoplc into that space as well. For me, a lot of that has
been ResLife and engineering. The hospitality that comes with the gift of where we are when we feel like we belong can be passed along to
other people. T teel like that's what really kick-started it for me. There's just a lot of facets to this community that are so intentional and so

hospitable.
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REBEKAH ARIAS

Student

What do you love most in life?

I'love how everything in my life can be re-directed
toward God, and it all points toward him and his
plan. Even if it seems like the w rong way, in the end
you realize that it is all part of this perfect plan that
God has created, even in my journcy to Fox. I was
going to study exercise science, but I felt God telling
me to study nursing. Now, [ am so excited about
everything I am getting into. I felt as though Fox was
the ultimate destination. I had a mentor who was a
teacher at my high school. He had so much faith in me
and believed in me so much and he helped to uncover
this passion that I have for understanding how the
human body works and how intricate and beautiful it

is. He gave me that confidence.

What makes you feel like you belong here, and how do you
help others feel like they belong here, too?

Nursing is a strenuous environment that I'm in, but
some of my best friends come through that. Everyone
knows what is at stake and has the same goal in mind.

Instead of competing, you are all working together.
Who do you consider to be your George Fox family?

First of all, I have my brother here with me on
campus. I thrive with smaller groups. I have a few
people in the nursing program who are like my family
that are my rock and help me get through ditficult

times. Also my boyfriend, Skyler, the staff, and university ambassadors. They all bring me so much joy and help
me to get my mind off of school. I was never homesick freshman year. The people here make me so comfortable. In

comparison to my friends in high school, it’s so different now. I didn’t have any Christian friends, then I came here

and saw everyone living out their faith.

What's the most important thing you’ve learned since coming to George Fox?

I have learned about being present. I have also learned how to be there for people who I may not necessarily know

what they are growing through. I have learned time management and also the value of relationship and community.
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REGAN HILL Student

What do you love most about George Fox?

Going into college, I realized I loved small schools,
not because of any intimidation factors, but because
of the extra help that is available. Stepping into the
big university world can be scary, but from the day
you submit your admission files at Fox, there is a
counselor walking you through the whole process
until the first semester is in full swing. Fox offers
wonderful admission counselors who will answer any
questions, educational advisors who want to learn
with you, and even emotional guidance counselors
and pastors who will sit down with you when you
can't stop your tears or simply want someone to
talk to. At George Fox, the guidance of others and
their relationships with you is a strong encouraging

message of what Fox is all about.
Who do you consider to be your George Foxfami])'?

My friends, those living in my residential area, my
classmates, and even the staff here have quickly
become deeply embedded in my heart. I have met
countless individuals throughout my time here at

Fox who I have known anywhere from a number of
months to a mere number of days, yet I feel like I have
been walking around with their fingerprints tattooed
on my skin all of my life. I consider each person
attending this school to be my family. My heart has

expanded, and it always has room for more.
What makes you fecl like you belong here, and how do you help others feel like they belong here, too?

I feel like one of the central themes I have seen here is to support, encourage, and grow along side with those
around you. Everyone here — professors, staff, students — cares about one another. They are truly invested in
not only your academics, but also your personal well-being and walk with the Lord. There is something about the
relationships that I have built and Oregon in all its beauty that makes me feel at home. It is all about cultivating
environments where vulnerability and openness can bloom and blossom, and allowing safe spaces to form where

people feel loved and accepted.
What is the most important thing you've learned since coming to George Fox?
<

Lately I'have been learning a lot about intentionality. More specifically what it means to be intentional throughout
my relationships with God and others. I think there is so much importance in fostering relationships worth fighting

for.
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RICHARD SILVER | Director of Mail and Print Services

What is/rourvﬁzl'onlc part about working at George Fox?

The atmosphere and fellow co-workers. The culture
you are a part of and the environment vou are

placed in can really make or break vour experience.

I went to co”cg(' to become a }nllth minister, and
working here has really brought that to life. Working
among all the students helps vou to stay voung. The

environment and culture is infectious.
Who do you consider to be your George Fox family?

The whole campus is a part of my family, but 1 would
say that the people in mail and print scrvices are

really the ones in my George Fox family.

What makesyou_[écl Iikc}'nu belong here, and how do you
help other people feel like they belong here, too?

When [ first started working here Iwas welcomed
with warmth and open arms; I was welcomed to the
family. I did not sense an aura of entitlement or a
feeling of having to prove myself like in my last job.

want to pay that forward to employces and students.

What is the most important thing at you have learned since

coming to George Fox?

I have learned a lot of postal information. Being so
new, [ did not have any postal knowledge, and since

I have been the head of it I have learned a lot. It is

always changing; every day, week, month, or year there are new things such as regulations.

When you started working here were there any surprises? An)/thing di[ferentfrom what you had expected?

I expected everything to be warm and fuzzy since it is a Christian college. A good 70 percent of' it is, but also there

is that aspect of business. There are still policies and procedures. When you break it down, there are still individuals
with struggles, some who even come to work to escape those struggles. The difference between Fox and some other
schools is that at Fox you can sit down and pray with those people. You do not have to worry about offending people,

you are more expected to do that kind of thing with people.
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Student

SADIE VARGAS

What do you love most in life?

The thing that I love most in life is going out of my
comfort zone and creating memories. I take every
chance I get outside of studying and going to work

to go and do something out of the ordinary. We

have an extraordinary world with so many different
possibilities and activities we can do. I am only

here for a short time on this earth and I want to
experience as much as [ can before I get too old to do

SO.

Who do you consider to be your George Fox family?

[ would say my George Fox family would be the guys
and girls [ have gotten the chance to meet and have
crazy moments with on my floor and in my freshman
dorm. The girls that I now call sisters have allowed
me to grow as a person, and we really have created a
family-like dynamic on our floor. The guys are always
there for some much-needed fun and messing around,
but all of us together make up this big dysfunctional

family and I love it.

What makes you feel like you belong here, and how do you
help others feel like they belong here, too?

The thing that makes me feel like I truly belong

here is the indescribable feeling and amount of real
connections that the community of George Fox’s
student body holds. There is such a closeness that all
of us students have. Whether it is sitting under the clock tower and studying or tying a couple of hammocks to a tree
and chilling in the sun, all of us have this sense of closeness where we just accept each other for who we are with all

of our weird quirks and unique paths of life.
What is the most important thing you've learned since coming to George Fox?

One thing I have learned since coming to George Fox is how much you need community. When you first go to
L= [= / < 4

college, you are clueless. You know very few people, everything is new, and you have no idea where anything is

(= < >4 7 L= 4
located. Also, half the time you are miles away from home and homesickness is literally the death of you. The only
thing that gets you through is knowing you have 20 other girls on your floor, and however many guys and girls

< L= o { = 4O - L=
around you, all going through the same exact situation. You learn to lean on each other, and in the end you get

4 = < (= - L=

thr()ugh four years of college and come out a young adult ready to face the world!
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SAMANTHA BIEVER Student SARAH REID Director ofSportS Marketing

What JO)’OU love most in life? What do you love most in life?

[ love peoplc most in life. Pcople are fascinating and I love finding beauty in life. Lots of times that comes in
messy and beautiful and a thousand lovely things and interactions that I have with people and learning who

it is the best experience to know and to be known by they are and getting to see what makes them unique

peoplc. and special. Sometimes that comes from my garden,
sometimes it comes from when I am at my church and
) . - 5 God is speaking to me in powerful ways, sometimes
Who do you consider to be your George Fox family? peating . i . -
) - it comes in conversations with my mom. I love the

- . opportunity to see truth and beauty in the world, in so
My George Fox family is every person associated o ’
: c y . . many different ways.
with George Fox. That is the truly wonderful lhlng. ’

You become a part of a family that no onc is excluded
P J Who do you consider to be your George Foxfamil)f?

from. I love knowing that I have the freedom to

participate in such an inclusive community. Oh my goodness, who is not in my George Fox family?

Well, I immediately think of my student work study

What makes you feel like you belong here, and how do you team, because I truly love and cherish them, and feel

help others feel like they belong here, too? very responsible for them when they are under my care.

I think about my MarCom family over here and all the

I feel like I truly bclong here l)}' the number of people who I get to work with and learn from. Seeing

peop]e who take the time to learn my name and to the way people care for each other as co-workers and as

smile at me in passing. I like to help others feel like friends and as people who are dear to them. I consider

they belong here specifically through my influence all of George Fox my family. With what we want our
as an RA. My goal has been to create a space where athletic events to be, which is a place where people

everyone can enjoy love and laughter together. can come to experience community and rally together

around the common cause of cheering for our teams,

What is the most important thing you've learned since that is what gives me the same type of feelings as when |

coming to George Fox? am with my close personal family.

What makes you feel like you belong here, and how do you help

The most important thing I have learned since : bl
. . . i th 1 like they here, too?
coming to GFU is the value of secking to understand ey e gy Ll dmee 100

before seeking to be understood. If we all derstandi f ther, then judgment goes he
& pUFSUS 3t WidessAncAg of Ohs ancther, then judgprent goes mut the I feel like I truly belong here because I get to be my full self here. [ have never had to filter who I'am, and that is not

the case for every place that I have worked. I love the opportunity to mentor students and help them find what they are
passionate about. The opportunity to do that here is my favorite thing about my job. I really like helping people find what

they are passionate about and what they are good at, and giving them opportunities to flex those muscles in ways that

window and love takes its place.

really matter. That really makes a huge, legitimate impact for our university.
What is the most important thing you've learned since coming to George Fox?

As a student I think I learned a lot about who I wanted to be when I “grew up”. There were a lot of people who taught me
things in my classes and in extracurricular activities, but more importantly they modeled the person that | wanted to be
someday. Since being here as an employee, I think [ have seen how important what we do is. People come to college and
their life changes, so when you are in a position of leadership at a college, you are helping facilitate an experience where
lives are going to be changed. You cannot discount what that does down the line. If one person’s life changes, they change

another person’s life and that is a really awesome, beautiful, and powertul thing to be a part of.
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SARAH TAYLOR HAN Area Coordinator

What do you love most 1n life?

This question makes me smile. Tove my fanily. Thave an inc redible
husband, Dan, and three adorable daughters, Maggie (7)), Lucie

(5), and Grace (3 months). They are the love and jov of my life. 1
love my huge extended scattered around the country tamily, and 1
love being an aunt to nephews and nicces ranging from 10 months
to 20 years old. I don’t get to sce alot of my famuly very often, but

[ have such a tremendous love for them. ove music. The sound

of Ella Filzg(-rahl'x voice, Bach cantatas, hard rock of the 80's,

and a cappella arrangements of all sorts. I'love the rich harmonies
and powerful texts of hymns. love singing alone in the car. Ilove
singing to and with my daughters. Tove hearing and watching them
singing their hearts out. 'love being in community w ith others,
sharing a meal or snacks or tea and talking about the good and the
hard and everything in between. Tove laughter. 1 love when it wells
up inside and also when it surprises. ove crafting the perfect pun.
Ilove the process of growing in understanding and receiving God's
grace. Incredible, ridiculous, abundant, overwhelming, complete
grace. Receiving, that is what God asks of me, ot us. Receiving
Jesus, receiving grace, receiving the life that has been given to us.

I love the ocean. It has long been ay isible representation to me

of God’s love: powerful, beautiful, constant, “vast, unmecasured,
boundless, free.” Tall trees, windy roads, mountains much of
what I was surrounded by growing up and attending college in New

England is also here in abundance in the PNW.
Who do you consider to be a part of your George Fox family?

Everyone. I'am an inclusive person, and it feels strange for me to

say this person but not that person. I supposc that is the essence of
family, that there can be varying levels of knowing cach other, close
and distant relations, knowns and unknowns, vet a common identity

in being family. I have a desire to keep getting to know these Fox
g ) P& g

relations.

The family that I am the closest with at Fox is in the division of
student life. I have tremendous respect and love for my colleagues as we seek to journey with students. In residence life Iwork with an incredible
staff of an AAC and RAs in Houses and Apartments North, and we share a whole lot of life and love and laughter together. We sce cach other’s

best and worst, and walk alongside each other. I have each year’s staff picture hanging on our hallway wall these, to me, are family pictures. My

residents also bring me such joy, and I'love living in community with them.
What makes you feel like you belong here, and how do you help others feel like they belong here, too?

It is remarkable to me how early on and how fully I felt like I belonged at Fox. It is hard to pin-point why, it just felt so natural. Twas overw helmed
in the best way by the sincere welcome I received, the enfolding into life here, the family atmosphere of campus. And this extends bevond me to my
own family. We have a funny situation of living on campus, this being my work and our home and neighborhood, of living in a building with students

and eating at the dining hall and attending campus events. Fox has truly become home.
What is the most important thing you've learned since coming to George Fox?

[ think I've learned more and mor cing ¢ : - . . .
th . e about bung comfortable in my own skin, being myself, growing in confidence, allowing others to encourage and
affirm me. I would like to say I have learned more of what it looks like to be part of the kingdom of God

. to live in community, to give and receive,
to challenge and be challenged. Students teach me so much about God :
,
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