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September ks, 1946,

Dealr briends ==

This could be called, I suppose, a bir
from Rebeccn., At any rate, this is herpgirtﬁday,iuzgdziiift;:r
every letter, is from her as well as from me. Her dear hands
shake too much for her to write, though I am glad to tell you
that she is decidedly better than she was two months ago, or
a month, or a week ago. She is tu see Dr, Selling in Portland
a week from tomorrow, and I hope he can give her further help.

I'm certainly busy these days for a man who has nothing
to do. Prunes, apples, walnuts and filberts are all calling
for some of my attention these days, and in addition I have
taken on two joos that mean work and thought and some prayers
mixed in.

I may have told you that the United Nations Reliefl and
Rehabilitation Administration, which was going tu put a campaign
clear across the country, into every city ana town and village,
was a complete "flop" in many places, including Newberg. The
man who was to have led the work in Newberg, for which we dis=-
banded, the committee that had worked on the job last spring,
finally told the UNRRA that he was not going to do a thing in
the watter, since there was a committee already functioning.

He xnew that our committee had disbanded, but that dia nol make
any difference to him. He stepped "oubl i{rom unaer,"

Newberg is just putting on ite first Community Chest
campaign, the only huuse to house solicitation that is supposed
to ve made btnis year. In their budget are included only those
things that are regular and will e more or less uniform from
year to year, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Red Cross, /nti-Cancer,
Salvation ‘rmy, Children's Farm Home, Louise Home, "hite Shield
Home, and things of that sort. ¥o emergency campaign can go
into this Community Chest campaign -- and if it did go in for
anything like an adequate amount, it would overbalance the rest.
of the budget. (The total Community Chest budget is to be about
£6,000.00 this year, and I suspect the total from Newberg for
relief probably exceeded that sum. We raised nearly $%,000.00,
as 1 remember it, in our campaign.)

vell, all of this means thai as far as Newberg is con=-
cerned, the campaign for reiief across the seas is up bto the
churches. (The schoocls can cocperate if they will.) So,1 pre-
gseénted the situation to the Vinisterial Association at their
irst meeting of the year z week ago today, and they named 2
committee of six to promote the cawpaign, and the committee made
me chairman. oS¢ that job is now mine, and I'm glad to have 1,
unless I am keeping some man from it who could do it better.

Then 1 agreed to take our section of the city, north of
First and east of Meridian, for the solicitation of funds in
this Community Chest campaign. I have secured my solicitors,
and they are to meet here at cur house this evening for assign-
ment of territory and plans for our share of the campaign. 1'd
like to have our part of the city finished first and most thor-

ocughly.
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| A Garl D, Burd, our new pnmtor, seems to be getting a

: vod etars in his work here. The orowd et the service yesterday

f orning was much the bilggest we have veen four months, I think for

' years. Of course part of thie was due to the fact that coullege
onens tomorrow, and not a few of the new students were on hand.
But entirely spart from the student attendance, the number at
church is definitely increasing. Mre. Byrd, who was severely
t;l for a time after their arrival, is much better, and was at .

e service yesterday. Mr, Byrd has helped me slready with my

prunes, and may help with the applee and the nute down here. I
see that he gets "full tariff rates" for any work of this kind

| that he does for us, and he takes it on as a sorti of relief for

j his day off., I've seen the time when I1'd desxe gladly have spent
my weekly day off in physical labor of some surt, at }1.00 an
hour. (I'd have made a8 much for the one day as I received for
all the other five or six of the veek.)

The college is confildently expecting much the biggest
enrollment it has ever had. Just where they are going to put
all of tuem they do not know., They are aypealipg to everybody
to provide rooms, and we'd spare a room or two if I could be=
lieve it would be good for Rebecca to take on that additional
responsibility.

A big crew of men, college students and faculty and out-
siders such as Harlan Smith, Clyde Thomas and cthers, have been
working for weeks now on three main builaing projects. The one
that is the biggest is the new gymnasium. They have the great
arches# built and in place now that are to support the roof, and
each day makes a bigger showing now that\ was made when the work
Was Just frawming these big arches on the floor of the building
and putting in concrete floouvrs in tne bascmentl,

The second largest project is the rebuilding of the 0Old
College building after the fire. That is much necarer comple-
tion than the gymmasium, and I suppose the boys are moving in
there, even if everything is not completely ship-shape.

The third enterprise is the work on the big house,
now called the Edwards Dormitory, on the scutheast corner of the
lot where our home is located. They have made five new bed~-
rooms and a big bath room on the third floor of that builsing,
which will now house ten more girls than it dia last year.

Emmett Gulley has sold his farm with the stone house on
it, and is now facing the realities of a "housing shortage"
himeelf. Don't know what he will do. There are a number of
houses for sale, but any house good enough for the Gulley fam-
ily and big enough to accommodate them costs like diamonds.

But maybe he got a fancy price for his home on the mountain ==
indeed he hinted as much, for he said a man wanted to buy it
and he put the price so high that he was willing to sell.

Gervas Carey and his wife and daughter are leaving this
week for Michigan, Ohio and I do not know what other states.
T™hey exvnect to spend Sunday with Lloyd S. Cressman and his
wife in "hicago. They will vieit Traverse City, Michigan,
and the dountry thereabouts -- that's where he got his wife,

g

N
4ng° who was once one of my pupils in the country school -- and |
o or S ™ " Will abtend a family reunion in Chio somewhere. They expect .
p?.“Qoq "L 3 it : i
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to go emst bﬁ but to come back by nuto, We have under=
stood that there nre placem in the former Northwest Territory
where these gasoline vehioles are manufnotured, (Rebacon nays
that this fandly reunion im to be held at Oberlin,)

This meating did not look right yesterdny, in spite of
the Iarge nttendnnoe, because of the loses of H, Paul Michener
and family and Mrs. Michener's mother, Mre. /lta Hoover., I am
sure I ovuld name a lot of folks that I'd rather have seen leave
than these people. But Iowa will be the gainer. They did not
know Just where they were going to locate, but svmewhere in the
state where tne tall curn 1s supposed to grow. (I they grow
any better corn thaf Ohio and Indiana and Illinois grow, I1'd
like bto mee it.)

But it is time that I left for the Chamber of Come
merce meeting, which is to be devoted to the Community Chest
campaign today. And after that I am coming back and get HRebecoa,
and we'll celebrate her birthday by a mesl at a restaurant down
town (where the food will not be nearly so good as a meal that
she would prepare, but she longs for somebody else's cooking,
a8 80 many good cooks do.) Wish you were here to help us cele
% ebrate that birthday, and help her pick out a present of some
nort,

7ith love from us both to all you dear people back in
Uhio,

Sincerely your friend,

Mre. Lurs C, Miles,
Pleasant Hill, Ohio.
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