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Octobur Lk, 1946,

¥r., Charles A. “ells,

1585 Madison Avenue,
New York 16, N.X.

Dear Fricnds«~ ; ‘

four letter of tne 8th. is Jjust reccived. I wone
dered if you were the same Charles A. Wells lhal I knew when your
father was in Oregon Yearly leeling.

I confess thal L am & LIV sensitive abuut things that
are said and written aboutl lerbert lHoover. S0 many outrageous
and in some cases impossible lies have been told sboul him that
I find it hard to accept any statement made agaeinst the man or
his administration without wanting to know the source of every
derogabtory statement. The "smear" campaign at the end of his
term as president brought cut such statements as the one by the
HaldemansJdulius publications that he had 10,000 slaves working
his mines in Australia; the statement Lhat nhe weue a miilion
dollars out of Belgian relief, when as a matter offact he lost
four miliion; and such things as that. The bitterness of that
airtviest of ail bthne presidential campaigns that I have known
has followed him ever since. Jlue daw tnat was named in ais
honor, and that had Congressional appropriations in thal) name
was renamed because the man then in the "hite louse coula not
Year to have even a dam named after Hoover. '

I'1l]l have to nave more evidence than your letter fur=- &
nishes before'l shall zccept the statement that "The first plowing- .
under program was initisted under the Republicans, during the.
Hoover administration.” That there was an effort to direct the
agricuitural inierestis e country toward the raising of ©TOpS
that were needed and away from those of which there was already
an oversupply is guite cunsistient with the Hoover pulicy, but
bual is a iung ways.icow a "pluwing-under program."“ when one
realizes btnat Lhe aAmerican Fuod Aaministration under Hoover was
carried on on a vasis of cooperation rather than compulsion ==
there was no law requiring meatless days and wheatless bread and
all that program wiuich lloover worked 8¢ well -- i0C 1S unthinkable
to we Lhab ne woula cither inaugurate or permit a “pluwing=under

i ol

e

program” without any aathority for it granted by COngress. And

if such a law had been pussed, it would have been, as you knowy KB

passed by a Democratic congress, lor ldoover was hampered all ;

the time by & congrees that would nol coopérate. "1 happened to 5 S

ab- i with the Hoovers on the day when iloover . 4

to play politics with human WISETy == &
| in my Judguent the depressl

U severe il & Demveralic curgress ha

' i"‘for&a“gc nqzcw::y an
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