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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

There ha s long existed a difference of opinion regard­

ing the relationship of the gifts of the Holy Spirit to His 

work of entire sanctification in the heart of the Christian 

believer. Some groups have tended to overrate the place of 

gifts while others have seemingly rejected them altogether. 

I. THE PROBLEM: 

Statement £! ~ Problem. It was the purpose of this 

study to examine or to discover the teaching of the New 

Testament on the subject of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, 

and, in the light of the ~ esleyan interpretation o£ the doc-

trine of entire sanctification, attempt to discover the prop-

er relation between them. 

Importance £! the Stu4Y. At least one of the gifts 

of the Holy Spirit has been set forth as the universal sign 

of the baptism with the Holy Spirit, 1 which effects entire 

sanctification according to the Wesleyan view. 2 Almost all 

1 B. F. Neely, The Bible Versus the Tongues Theory 
(revised edition; KansaSCity, lvlissouri:---"Beacon Hill Press, 
1946), P• 13. 

2 ~., PP• 12-13. 



evangelical bodies of Christianity hav e had their doctrine 

of entire sanctification or at lea st of sanctification as a 

work of the Holy Spirit. If t he gifts of t he Holy Spirit 

have a significant relation to t his sanctifying work of the 

Holy Spir it, it is i mportan t f or every Christian to be cog­

nizant of this relati onship. 

II. DEFINI TIONS OF TERMS USED 

Gifts£! the Holy Spirit. The Apostle Paul, in his 

letter to the Church at Corinth, spoke of spiritua l g i f ts 

which wer e given by the Holy Spirit.3 In th~s study t hese 

t wo expressions, spiritual gifts and gift s of the Holy 

. Spir·i t, were considered_ as synonymous a nd therefore used 

interchangeably. 

By the g i f ts of t he Holy Spirit has been meant the 

sup erne. tural endowments of t he Holy Spirit, given for ser­

vice.4 They are understood to be more than just the natur­

a l abilities or' even sanctif ied human powers. While t he 

spiritual gi f t s are thus something more, they are yet con­

ceived as functioning t ~~ough the na tura l powers. Th ey are 

3 Bible. English. 
~ Hol:y: Bible (New York: 
I Corinthi ans 12:1, 11. 

1901. American Standard :h!di tion., 
Thomas Nelson and Sons, 1901), 

4 H. Orton Wiley Christian Theology (Kansas City, 
issouri: Beacon P~ll Press, 1947), II, PP• 318-19. 

2 



then to be considered as special endowments, created by the 

Holy Spirit, with the Holy Spirit as t he ag ent working 

t hrough them. 

3 

Entire Sanctification. While there are four5 gener­

al positions concerning the interpretation of sanctifica­

tion, the title of this study has specified the Wesleyan in­

terpretation. Although the Wesleyan interpretation of this 

important Scriptural doctrine is in agreement on several 

major points with the other interpretations, this one stresses 

several points which the others have missed in one way or an­

other, that is, entire sanctification is a second work of 

grace and therefore subse~uent to reg eneration and is wrought 

instantaneously in the heart of the believer when conditions 

have been met, and consists in a complete cleansing from all 

sin and a perfecting in the divine love. 

Entire sanctification then "is that act of God., sub­

se~uent to regeneration, by which believers are made free 

from original sin, or depravity, and brought into a state of 

entire devotement to God, and the holy obedience of love made 

perfect. 116 

5 

6 

~·, P• 441. 

Ibid., PP• 466-7. 
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III. ASSUMPTIOI'TS AJ.\JD LI.M:I'l1ATIONS 

Limitations£! Previous Studies. Many have written 

about spiritual gifts, and probably more about entire sanc­

tification, but very little has been said about the rela­

tionship, if there is any, existing between them. Some 

writers have seen a definite relation between them, but have 

failed to show how this relationship was discovered, while 

others have unintentionally revealed that they had come to 

their conclusion by false deductions. It has been the at~ 

tempt of this study to discover from the New Testament this 

relationship by careful study of texts on spiritual gifts. 

Delimiting~ Problem. No attempt has been made in 

this study to survey all the literature in the field for it 

would have been neither practical nor possible. The main 

field of investigation has been the New Testament record in 

which are three principal references to the gifts and relat­

ed teaching. Some appeal was made to the personal exp eri­

ence of t his writer and to the writing s of others in this 

field. 

In presenting the Wesleyan doctrine of entire sanc­

tification it has not been considered necessary to give only 

the view held by John ·Vi esley, but rather the view as develop­

ed by him and his f ollowers. It is therefore t he view of 
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the Viesleyan movement rather than jllst that of one man alone. 

Even thollgh there may .have been minor differences within the 

movement, yet there has been a general major agreement, es-

pecially on t he vital essentials. 

Assllmptions. Two basic ass11mptions have guided the 

writer in this st11dy. The one ass11mption was concerning the 

right conception of the Bible, the other abollt the plan of 

salvation. 

Concerning the Holy Bible, it has been believed as 

Sllrnmed llp in the following statement: 

All evangelical Christians of whatever denomina tion 
cla im that the Scrip tllres are a divinely inspired revel­
ation from God, and as Sllch they a re to be accepted as 
finally authorita tive concerning a ll matters on which 
they ma k e deliverances. a. The 39 books of the Old 
~estament are a true history of God's redemptive deal­
ing s with men; they were written by Jews over a period 
of 1000 or more years; and th~t t hese writers, from 
Moses to Malachi, were inspired wri ter·s whose writings 
are true and therefore are to be received as of Divine 
all thori ty. b. It is further claimed tha t t he 27 books 
of the New Testament are a fait hful and tr11e account of 
t he birth, life, teaching s, dea th, res11rrection and as­
cension of Jes11s, t he Divine ~on of God, whose Incarna­
tion was for the pllrpose of bringing salvation to all 
who receive llim a s Saviour. c. The divinely chosen and 
allthorized apostle-disciples have rightly interpreted 
Christ in the gospels a nd epistles, which are accredited 
and allthorized of God; and the s e records have b een 
faithfully transmitted to us and therefore are of su­
preme, universal a nd perpetual a uthority.7 

7 Delbert R. Rose, "Prolegomena and Revelation Lec-
ture Notes" (Western School of .I:.;vangelical Reli gion, Fall 1948). 
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For further clarification it should be kept in mind that it 

has not been a ssumed that any translation as such i s inspired, 

and even t hough there are some difficulties caused by differ­

ences in the various extant manuscripts, the Bible as it is 

today is yet authoritative. 

It has further been assumed tha t the .Arminian- Wesley­

an position on the plan of salvation is the most consistent 

and true interpretation of that plan as it is presented in 

the Scriptures. While t h ere has been much agreement within 

t h e various interpreta tions, it is the conviction of t his 

writer t ha t t his position, with its insistence on the free 

will of man and the entire sancti fica tion of the believer, 

has given the best explanation of God's plan of redem ption 

for man. Other interpreta tions contain elements of the 

truth, but as they have made use of certain false as smup tions, 

they have arrived at a system which is neither completely 

true, not self-consistent. 

l'hile the 1V esleyan inter·preta tion of the doctrine of 

entir e sanctification has been as sumed, it was considered. 

necessary to review several of its distinctive points. This 

presentation has not been made with t he attemp t to establish 

it. Ra ther, this presentation was made t hat the Scrip tural 

teaching abo ut spiritual gifts co uld. be more cl early seen in 

the light of the doctrine of entire sanctification. 
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IV • METHOD OF PROC EDURE ..-'l.HD SOURCES OF DATA 

Librarl Procedure. The procedure for this study has 

been through library research. The inductive method was used 

in the Bible study. A considerable part of the Scripture 

portions studied were t r anslated by this investigator as an 

aid to a better understanding of them. For the Greek words 

and grammar recognized lexicons and grammars were used. 

The Bible. The Am erican Standard Edition of the Holy 

Bible as revised in 1901 ha s been preferred for the Bible 

study necessary in this research, and all quotations were 

taken from this, unless ot herwise specified. Considerable 

compari son was made between this and other Am erican trans­

lations for any help they might offer in clari f ying the 

t hought of t he pol~ tions studied. In this connection Luther's 

translation of the Bible into the German wa s also used. 

Recent and Contemporary Writers. To support the f ind­

ing s of the Bible study as well a s to present the doctrine 

of entire sanctification, recent and contemporary writers of 

theological works have been consulted. In the former part 

the authors used have not all been of the Wesleyan persua­

sion, but men who are generally recognized f or their scholar­

s hip and interpretation of the Scr iptures. 



CHAPTER II 

SPIRITUAL GIFTS 

The words, 11 spiritual 11 and 11gifts," are the eq_uiva­

lent of the two Greek wordsf'frtVP.a'tc.l(/.;andX~P'tiJA4.re­

spectively. The anglicized form of the latter, that is, 

charisma, has been mostly used by the theologians to des-

i gnate this subject. 

These two words were used together only oncel in 

the New Testament, though in another instance they were 

used in a manner tha t suggested they are practically syn­

onymous a s there used. 2 

I. NEW TESTAiviENT USE OF THE TERI'Jl 11 CHARI S1viA 11 

This Greek word, "charisma, 11 in various case and 

number forms, is found seventeen times3 in the New Testa­

ment, and with only one exception,4 it was always used by 

1 Bible. English. 1901 . 
tion., ~Holy Bible (New York: 
1901), Romans 1:11. 

~nerican Standard Edi­
Thomas Nelson & Son, 

2 I Corin thians 12:1, 4, 31; 14:1. 

3 Joseph H. Thayer, A Greek-English Lexicon (correct­
ed edition; New York: -~erican Book Company, 1889), p. 66 7. 

4 I Peter 4:10. 
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Paul. According to one authority, cha risma is used in a 

general sense referring to the benefits of salvation and in 

a special or technical sense of endowments for service in the 

Christian life. 5 Another writer lists eight different usages 

t hough it would seem these were the sub-divisions under the 

above classifications . This last presentation of the usage 

of charisma is as f ollows: (1) natural gift of continence, 

due to the grace of God as Creator, I Corinthians 7:7; (2) 

deliverance fr6m great physical danger, II Corinthi ans 1:11; 

(3) t he gift of faith, knowledge, holiness, virtue, Romans 

1:11; (4) the economy of divine grace, by which the pardon of 

sin and eternal salvation is appointed to the sinner in con-

sidera tion of the merits of Christ laid hold of by faith, 

Romans 5:15-16; 6:23; (5) the several blessings of the 

Christian salvation, Romans 11:29; (6) in the technical Paul-

ine sense denoting "extraordinary powers, distinguishin& 

certain Christians and enabling t h em to serve the church of 

Christ, the reception of which~~~ the power of divine 

grace operating .!.£ their souls Ex, the HolY: Spirit," Homans 

12:6; I Corinthians 1:7; 12:4, 31; I Peter 4:10; (7) gifts 

of healings, I Corinthians 12: 9, 28, 30; ( 8) 11 t he ~ £f 

5 A. J. Grieve, 11 Char·i sma, 11 EnCi£Clopedia of Religion 
and Bthics (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1928), III, 
368. 



those powers reg_ui site for the dischar g e of the office of 

an evang elist, rr I Timothy 4:14, II Ti_mothy 1:6. 6 

10 

A careful analysis of these uses would probably con­

firm t he above definitions, although t hey might have been 

combined into a few less class es. It is particularly in the 

"technical Pauline sense" that theologians have used the term 

ncharisman in their treatment of this subject. In one in­

stance Paul used another word for naming some of these gifts. 7 

II. SCRIPTURE REFEHENCES TO THE GIFTS 

Since this part of the study has been about the 

spiritual gifts in t he technical sense given above, this list 

of references is somewhat different from the list for the 

charisma. The sections of the New Testament which have been 

sources for information, as well as listing the gifts, were 

Romans 12:6-8, I Corinthians 12:1-14:40, and Ephesians 4:7-

16; illumination was also received from several other 

Scriptures. 

~ gifts listed. · The a foremen tioned Scriptures have 

recorded five different listings of the gifts, though they 

were given on only three occasions and each time to a 

6 
Thayer,££· cit., p. 667. 

7 
Of. ~, P• 12. 



different Church group. 

In his letter to the Church at Rome, Paul mentioned 

these seven gifts: prophecy, ministry, teaching, exhorta­

tion, giving, ruling, ~ showin~ mercy.8 

It has seemed very apparent from a reading of the 

11 

I Corinthian letter, that in Corinth the c4urch had difficul­

ties over the spiritual gifts and therefore had written to 

Paul about this matter along with other q_uesti ons.9 Paul, 

therefore, has given more detailed discussion to this 

q_uestion in writing to the Corinthian church. In the course 

of this discussion he gave three enumerations of gifts in 

one chapter, with related instructions in the two following 

chapters. 

These three lists are as given below, and list nine, 

eight, and seven gifts in the order presented. 

1. ~ .Q.! wisd.om, word of knowledge, faith, gifts 

of healings, workin~ £!miracles (powers), prophecy, dis­

cerning of spirits, kinds of tongues, interpretation of 

tongues.lO 

8 

9 

10 

Romans 12:6-8. 

I Corinthians 7:1. 

I Corinthians 12:8-9. 
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2. Apostles, prophets, teachers, miracles (powers), 

gifts £! hea lings, helps, governments, kinds£! tongues.ll 

3. Apostles, prophets, teachers, miracles (powers), 

gifts of healings, tongues, interuretation.l2 

The last list to be given here appears not under 

charisma, 
I 

but rather under~ (iopo.), but even a very 

casual comparison with the charisma shows that these two 

words were used practically as synonyms,l3 at least in this 

particular instance. 

This list from the Ephesia n letter indicates these 

gifts: apostles, prophets, evangelists, Eastors, ~ 

teachers. 14 

A single reading of these lists has revealed that no 

two lists are identical, in fact only one gift, prophecy, 

has been repeated every time. 

Comparison ££ contrast of~ lists. Had all these 

five lists been identical, the task of this study would have 

been considerably simplified; or if these could have been 

11 

12 

13 

14 

I Corinthians 12:28. 

I Corinthians 12:29-30. 

Grieve,~· cit., 3:369. 

Ephesians 4:11. 
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easily grouped into a few large classes, that would also have 

simpli f ied the task. Since the facts were otherwise the 

number of gifts to be examined was too great to attempt a 

detailed study of each one within t he compass of the paper. 

An examination and comparison of these lists has shown 

that only one, prophecy, appeared in all five lists. Of the 

others, teaching, appeared in four, while a nostles, miracles, 

gifts of h ealings, and kinds£! tongues each were given three 

times. Interpretation was mentioned twice while t he follo w­

ing were me ntioned only once each: helps, governments, 

evangelists, ministry, exhorta tion, ruler, mercy, giving, 

wisdom, knowledge, faith, discerning £! spirits. If one 

were a strict numerologi s t, he mi ght have found an easier 

solution by a study of t he number of times t he particular 

gift was mentioned, but t hat would undo ubtedly lea d to some 

conclusions contrary to the Biblical teaching . This elimi­

nation of duplication has, ho wever, still left nineteen 

various gifts. Possibly t here could be some elimination by 

combina tion if t h ere was simply a usuag e of different terms 

for the same gift. 

One recent, famous scholar has given an interesting 

suggestion concerning a grouping of these gifts. Doctor · 

Li ghtfoot has felt that the three lists in I Corinthians 12 

"answer to each other '' where there is apparent difference. 
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If the reader think tha t this is the best way of ex­
plaining the s e different gifts and offices, he will 
a dopt it; and he will in that case consider, 1. That 
the word .of doctrine or wisdom comes from the apostles. 
2 . The doctrine of knowledge, from the prophets. 3. 
Faith, by means of the teachers, 4. That working of 
miracles includes the gifts of healing. 5. That tO 
prophec~, signifying preaching , which it fre~uently 
does, helps is a parallel. 6 . That discernment of 
spirits is the sa me with g overnments, which Dr. Lightfoot 
supposes to imply a deep comprehensive, wise and prudent 
mind. 7. As to the gift £f tongues, there is no varia­
tion in either of the three places.Io 

This certa inly is a very sugg estive possibility. If 

thi::: combina tion can be made, then it might al so be possible 

to incorporate the other t wo li s ts al so. Since this is be-

yond t he scope of this paper, no such attempt was ma de. 

III. RELEVill~T FACTS ABOUT THE GIFTS 

Since this has been a New Testament study of the gifts 

no attempt has been made to present all possible facts about 

the gifts, but rather only s uch facts that were forcefully 

presented in the Scriptures per taining to them and therefore 

are of impo"rtance for a ri ght understanding of the gifts. 

Because of the difficulties experienced by the Church a t 

Corinth, a greater portion of the t eaching ha s been taken 

from the Corinthian section referred to above. 

15 Adam Clarke, The New Testament of our Lord and 
Sa vi our .Jesus Christ with a "'CO"ffimentary andCrTITcai'No~ 
(New York: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, n.d.), Vol. II, 263. 



~ administrator .Q..f lli gifts. The full name, 

spiritual gifts, has probably already suggested the answer 

to the question "Who is the administrator of these gifts?rr 

However, a careful reading of I Corinthians 12:4-11 has 

revealed very definitely that the Holy Spirit is this ad-

ministrator. In this section Paul has made such declara-

15 

tions as: "Now there are diversities of gifts but the same 

Spirit ••• But to each one is given the manifestation of 

the Spirit. , ••• but all these worlceth the one and the same 

Spirit.nl6 

The fourth verse, quoted above, is very closely con­

nected to verse three by. the word~ (Greek,Ji), in which 

verse Paul had declared concerning the Spirit tha t "No man 

speaking in the Spirit of God saith, Jesus is anathema; and 

po man can say, Jesus is Lord, but in the Holy Spirit. 11 It 

was concerning this same Spirit tlmt Jesus had said a short 

time before His crucifixion, 

But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto 
you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which 
proceedeth from the Father, he shall bear witness of me • 
• • • He shall glorify me: fo r he shall take of mine, 
and shall declare it unto you. nl7 

By a comparison of these two references it has 

16 

17 

I Corinthians 12:4, 7, 11. 

John 15:26; 16:14. 
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become evident that the same Holy Spirit who came to glorify 

Jesus and as a Comforter for the disciples, also acts as the 

executive of the Godheadl8 in the administration of the 

spiritual gifts here on earth. 

An analysis £f ~ gifts. As already indicated, an 

analysis of the gifts has been a difficult task. However, 

with the aid of the Scriptures cited previously and other 

Scr•i ptures, an attempt has been made to discover at least 

some of the meaning or character of the spiritual gifts. 

The order in which these gifts have been presented is not to 

be construed as the order of their importance, except as will 

be later specified under that heading. 

AEostles. Probably the first thought that comes to 

the minds of many people upon hearing the word rrapostle" is 

that of the twelve disciples of Jesus, "whom he also named 

apostles. n19 The wo1,d "apostle," is a de1,i vation from the 

Greek, "o.1Tbi1~•.J, which means "one sent as a messenger or 

agent, the bearer of a commission.n20 This idea was clearly 

18 

. Missouri: 

19 

H. Orton Wiley, Chri~tiap Theology, (Kansas City, 
Beacon Hill Press, 1947), II, 315-6 • 

Luke 6:13. 

20 The Analytica l Greek Lexicon (New York: Harper 
& Brothers ,-n. d;) , p. 47: 
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given in lviark 3:14 where the Wl'iter said: nand he appointed 

twelve, that they might be with him, and that he might send 

them forth to preach.n One writer has held that missionary 

and apostle are synonyms2l and another, npersons immediately 

designated by Christ, and ~ by him to preach the Gospel 

to all mankind.n22 In simple words, an apostle is one with 

a special call from God, sent to preach the Gospel. 

Prophets. In two lists the nex~ gift appears as 

"prophecyn while the last three sp·eak of "prophets. 11 It has 

appeared to this writer as very self-evident that basically 

they are one, the former referring to the utterance itself, 

the latter to the person who utters it. This word, too, 

strikes a familiar chord in the ear of the Bible reader, but 

possibly recalling only part of the work of the prophet. In 
?.3 the Old Testament the prophets came as spokesmen for God,~ 

but it has often seemed, to hear many people talk, as though 

their work was only to predict future events. This indeed 

was an i mportant phase of their message, 24 as is evidenced in 

21 Robert H. Glover, ~ Progress of World-Wide 
Missions {New York: Harper & Brothers, 1939), p. l. 

22 Clar?e, ££• ~., P• 262. 

23 For example, Jeremiah 2:1,2. 

24 Matthew 1:22,23; 2:14-15. 
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the New Testament prophecy.25 However, they were also 

spokesmen for God in a different sense. This Paul explained 

as "he that prophesieth speaketh unto men edification, and 

exhortation, and consolation. 1126 Therefore, the work of the 

prophet has to be considered as including both elements, "to 

foretell and forthtell. 11 Each of these functions was per­

formed in the New Testament. 27 It should be kept in mind 

that the prophet spoke by revelation from God.28 

Lest this writer be misunderstood to mean that revela-

tion still continues today in the Biblical sense, the follow-

ing quotation should be considered. 

In the Scriptural sense revelation ceased with the 
last apostle's writing of the last New Testament boolc, 
and since that day silence has reigned as it did be­
tween the Old and New Testaments. ;ie do affirm illumi­
nation upon revelation as continuous.29 

Christian prophecy, then should be understood to mean 11 the 

faculty of teaching or expounding the Scriptures.n 30 

25 

26 

27 

28 

Acts 11:27-30; 21:10-ll, cf. vss 27 ff. 

I Corinthians 14:3. 

Acts 20:17-35. 

I Corinthians 14:29-31. 

29 Delbert R. Rose, "Prolegomena and Revelation 11 

(lecture notes, Western School of Evangelical Religion, 1948). 

30 Clarlce .2.£• cit., p. 259. Dr. Clarke also gives 
very worthwhile c~lnments-0n this subject on Romans 12:6. 
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Teacher. In this day of emphasis upon education 

practically every responsible person, not only in this nation 

but also in many others, has some idea of what a teacher is. 

Specifically, the Christian teacher was one "whose chief busi-

ness it was to instruct the people in the elements of the 

Christian religion, and their duty to each other."31 

Two New Testament characters, who were teachers, Paul 

and Barnabas, were also characterized as prophets.32 Another 

couple who apparently were laymen were privileged to be 

11 teachers" of one who was an evang elist. 33 

If he were permitted. to prefix the word 11 sorne" this 

writer would agree with the sta ten:e n t t ha t ·"The Sunday-

school teachers of the present day are, we think, justly 

entitled to be held t heir true successors. 11 34 But they are 

not to be considered as the only teachers. 

In Ephesians 4:11, Paul linked pastors and teachers 

together. ~hen Jesus met his disciples one morning after 

his resurrection and asked Peter three times about the 

31 

32 

33 

34 

(New York: 

Ibid., P• 262. 

.t>.CtS 13:1. 

.acts 18: 25-28. 

D. D. Whedon, Commentary on the New Testament, 
Phillips & Hunt, 18?5), TV, p.288. 
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latter's devotion or love for him, Jesus said to Peter the 

second time, 11 Tend my sheep. n35 The Greek of the word tend 
I 

is from1'f•',t~41c.1111, which means, in a literal interpretation, 

''to f eed, pasttJ.r e, tend a flock. rr36 This word is derived from 
I 

1io~~~' meaning 11 one who tends flocks or herds, a shepherd, 

herdsman,n37 which is the word Paul used in "pastors and 

teachers." This is very suggestive of the work of this office 

or gift, that is of feeding and tending the flock of God. 

They are to be fed in t he 11 green pastures 11 of correct doc-

trine, and tended that t hey do not stray 11 into the valleyrr 

of false doctrines and heresies. 

Miracles. This word, "miracles," suggests immediate-

ly the many marvelous works that. Jesus did in his wo~k of 

healing while he was also teaching. However, t his is 

"literally, the in-working (by God in the man) .91: powers, 1138 

though it mi ght yet mean miracles. Probably the best 

commentary found was t hi s: "Super-natural things , a gift 

enabling those who receive it to do things that are entirely 

35 

36 

37 

38 

John 2l:lo. 

The Analytica l Greek Lexicon, op. ~., P• 333. 

Loc. ill• 
Wh edon, .2.£• cit., P• 92. 
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supernatural. 1139 One writer thought it to 11 signify those 

powers · by which they were enabled at particular times to work 

miraculously on others; ejecting demons, inflicting punish­

ments or judgments. 1140 .Another writer has a t tributed the 

11 falling and. jerking, floundering and leaping, character-

istic of the Caneridge Camp-meeting , Bourbon County, Kentuckyrr 

to this power.41 His description of what happened and why 

it happ ened was the best this writer has heard or read in his 

limited study, though he wo uld want to give it further study 

before giving unreserved endorsement. 

Healings. The full title applied here was gifts£! 

healings. One author starts out with this clea r statement: 

"That literally me5.ns making sick people well, a definite 

gift. n 42 In spite of false teaching and false practice 

claiming to be healing by God, it must be maintained that 

God not only can, but also does sometimes heal instantly 

even to this day. This writer is ac~uainted with a few 

39 
G. Campbell Morgan, ~ Corinthian L~tters of 

Paul (New York: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1946), P• 153. 

40 Clarke, .Q.l2.• ill.•, P• 259. 

41 w. B. Godbey, Bible Theology (Cincinnati, Ohio: 
God's Revivalist Office, 1911), p. 174. Read PP• 171-77. 

42 lviorgan, 1..2.£• ill• 
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persons who have been healed through their own faith in God 

unaided by other people directly, and with othe~who have 

been instrumental in the healing of the sick other than them-

selves. The apostle James has given the following instruc­

tions: 

Is any among you sick? let him call for the elders 
of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing 
him with oil in the name of the Lord: and the prayer 
of faith slmll save him that is sick.43 

On the other side of this question, one recent writer 

said: "Beware of the heresy tha t teaches that healing is 

for everybody and at all times, like salvation.rr44 In an-

swer to the question, 11 Is it God's will that anybody should 

be sick?" is the following pertinent answer. 

It is recorded in his Book that he, [God], has some­
times judicially willed to afflict some sinners with 
blindness, some with leprosy, a ncl some with fatal 
poisonings a s of serpents' bites. He had left also 
admonitions to his people tha t for violations of his l aw 
he would afflict them with the diseases of the heathens. 
Besides sickness thus as a penalty, his permissive !i11 
allowed such a faithful minister like Epaphroditus to 
be sick nigh unto death. And. the c_mrch is enjoined to 
honor such, for his sickness had resulted from his zeal 
with exposure and perhaps overwork in the service of 
Christ. 45 

43 
James 5:14-15a. 

44 Godbey, £E• £ii•• p. 169. 

45 Joseph H. Smi.th, 11 Is it God's will that anybody 
should be sick? 11 Pentecostal Herald, 61:16, November 22, 1950. 



God has nowhere in his Holy Word promised to always 

heal the New Testament believers. 
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When seeking healing , "we are to BELIEVE THAT HE 

DOETH IT, and keep our f aith in the present tense, till we 

know it is done.n46 This faith for healing, whether personal 

or of another, must be recognized as a gift of the Holy · 

Spirit. 47 

Helps. This Greek word, here translated. nhelps," 

occurs only one e in the New Testament, and. it is therefore a 

difficult t a sk to interpret it. One lexicographer gives its 

meaning a s 11 aids, help ••• the ministrations of the deacons, 

who have care of the poor and. the sick. n48 

Governments. The word "governmentsrr also appeared 

only once in the New Testament. It has been taken to mean 

11 those who steer, those who pilot, those who d.irect.rr49 

This would. suggest the efficiency and tact with which some 

persons are able to give effective leadership. 

Tongues. The gift of tongues has probably claimed 

46 
Godbey, .Q.E.. cit., P• 166. 

47 Loc. cit. 

48 Thayer, .Ql?.. ill·' P• 50. 

49 IVlorgan, .2.12.. cit., .P• 160. 
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the greatest amount of discussion and a tten tion of all the 

gi f ts . The gift of healing s might come quite near to i t in 

the attention it has claimed. 

Including one disputed pas sage , there are only three 

books in the New Testament in which thi s gift is mentioned , 

They are: . Mark (the disputed one), Acts, and I Corin thians. 

Because of the dispute over Mark 16:9-20, tha t portion will 

not be considered her e. If the other t wo s ections cannot 

give sufficient light on the gift of tongues, t his one will 

not help at all. 

Luke has recorded three instances in the book of the 

Act ~ wh en ntongues 11 were given and exercised. These refer­

ences are found in chapters two, ten and nineteen. The 

first occasion wa s on the day of Pent ecost in connection 

with the first outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon Christians. 

The s econd instance occurred in t he outpouring of t h e Holy 

Spirit upon the first Gentile Christians. The thi r d occur­

rence was with the receiving of the Holy Spir it by some 

disciples of Jesus who had not until that time heard of the 

giving of the Holy Spirit . This writer is in agreement with 

the view tha t the gift of tongues was given as an inaugural 

sign50 on the three different occasions. On the day· of 

50 
Wiley, ££• cit., p . 314 . 
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Pentecost, the gift of tongues symbolized the witnessing 

that the disciples were to do. This idea was carried over 

as a minor note into the other occasions where it was mani­

fested. The Gemtil·es were to bear witness too, but here the 

emphasis was on the fact that the door of salvation was open 

to the Gentiles since they had received the Holy Spirit the 

same as the apostles on Pentecost.51 ' lith the disciples at 

Ephesus the witneEsing element is present too, but the em­

phasis was on the fact that the movement of John the Baptist 

was not to remain independent but to lea d into the work of 

Jesus and the baptism with the Holy Spirit. 

A careful reading of I Corinthians 14 will reveal a 

difference between this speaking in tongues and the 11 other 

tongues 11 of Acts 2:4. The first point of difference is 

shown in these two verses: 11 we hear them speaking in our 

own tongues the mighty works of God," and 11 he that speaketh 

in a tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God; for no 

man under standeth. n52 ··Vhile the English uses the words 

nhearrr in one case and "understand" in the other, they are 

51 
Acts 10:47b. 

52 ~cts 2:11 and I Corinthians 14:2. 
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both translations of the same word in Greek, ttKouw , 53 which 

has the primary meaning of "to hear; to hearken, listen to; rr 

then "to heed, obey; to understand~ rr54 If one were to 

transpose the two words as used in the English, it would 

serve to heighten the meaning of the first, and lessen the 

meaning of the second. 

A second difference was tha t the Corinthian type of 

tongues needed an interpreter while the former did not. In 

the verse from I Corinthians ~uoted above, Paul said no one 

understood the tongues and later in the chapter gave very 

specific orders that tongues were not to be used i n t h e church 

unless an interpreter was present.55 

This brief consideration has shown t hat there was a 

difference between the tongues of acts 2:4 and of I Cori n t h-

ians 12 and 14. More will be said about the latter g ift 

under another topic. 

About the modern "tongues movement, 11 this wri te:r ha s 

never heard people 11 speaking in t ongue s rr but he has witnessed . 

53 
D. Eberhard Nestle, and D. Erwin Nestle, Novum 

Testamentum Graece (Stuttgart: Privilegierte Wurttemberg­
ische Bibelanstalt, 1948), Acts 2:11; I Corinthians 14:2. 

54 

55 I Corinthians 14: 26-28. 
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that often there is a spirit present among these people in 

daily living which is not of the Holy Spirit, t o whom they 

ascribe their 11gifts." 56 The g_uestion of tongues had long 

bothered him until an intensive study was made of I Corinth-

ians 12-14, with a real desire to be convinced either way, 

whichever was right. Because of this he has suggested the 

same procedure to others, a nd recommended that they read a 

little booklet entitled The Bible Versus the Tongues Theory.57 

This has given the best explanation, in his estimation, of 

what modern 11 tonguesn really are. 

Interpr_eta ti on of tongues. The usefulness of the 

gift of ninterpretation of tongues" was dependent upon the 

presence or absence of t ongues. The converse of this is 

almost as true . The only difference would be that the one 

who had a tongu e would edify himself,58 while it would 

appear doubtful that the gift of interpretation would edi­

fy any one without tongues to interpret. Paul indicated 

that so metimes this gift was not present when tongues were, 59 

56 B. F. Neely, The Bible Versus the Tongues Theory 
(revised edition, Kansas City, Missouri: ~aeon Hi~ll Press, 
1946), PP• 41-49. 

57 ~·, 72pp. This book is recommended ~y Rev •. 
Eldon Fuhrman, a g eneral evangelist of the Evang el1cal Un1ted 
Brethren Church. 

58 I Corinthians 14:4. 

59 I Corinthians 14:27-28. 
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and therefore, if one could speak in a tongue he should pray 

for · the interpretation.60 

Evangelists. The title of evangelist was applied to 

"one of the seven 11 who were appointed to care for the daily 

~ini stra tions. 61 "Phi lip the evangelist" was the one who 

did considerable evangelizing. 62 His work was taken as in-

dicative of the work of the evangelist, that is, preaching 

the gospel. It would seem tl1a t even then it included the 

idea of one who was not the regular pastor, but rather an 

itinerant preacher, for Philip covered a considerable part 

of Samaria, Judea and Galilee in the course of his evangeliz-

ing. 

This word was used only three times in the New Testa-

ment, the first time as given above. The second use of this 

word was in the Ephesian 4:11 list of the gifts, and the 

third instance of its use was in II Timothy 4:5, where Paul 

admonished Timothy to 11 do the work of an evangeli s t, fulfill 

thy ministry. 11 This work evidently included that work which 

Paul had urged upon Timothy in a previous verse, having 

60 
I Corinthians 14:13. 

61 Acts 6:1-6. 
62 Acts 21:8; 8:5-40. 
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charg ed him to "Preach the word; be urgent in season, out of 

season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and 

teaching. n63 Paul's l~ eason for this urg ent charg e has a very 

modern application. 

For the time will come when they will not endure the 
sound doctrine; but having itching ears, will heap to 
themselves teachers a fter their own lusts; and will turn 
aside unto fables. 64 

In the light of this Scrip ture and of present world 

conditions, the work of the evangelist, the winning of souls 

to Chris"!! in every way possible has become extremely urgent. 

Ministry. Because of the relationship of the words 

a number of comm entators have seen in the gift of nmi nistry" 

a reference to such service as was rendered by the seven who 

were a ppointed to make daily ministrations to the G-recian 

widows. 65 

If this be the right interpretation, then the sugges-

tion of one schola r ha s a very pertinent place. These 

ministers or deacons were not to give as from themselves, but 

rather, 

They are to mi nister this C.1means which God may have 

63 II Timothy 4:2. 

64 II Timothy 4:3-4. 

65 .Acts 6:1-6 • 
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placed in their hands 11J as coming immediately from God, 
and lead the minds of -the poor to consider him-as-their 
benefactor, ~ he in §]d things ma:y: be glo.ri'fied 
through Christ Jesus. Thi~ is implied in the essence 
of any charitable act: the actor is not the author, 
God is t he author; and the poor man shoul~ be taught to 
consider him as his immediate benefactor.66 . 

However, it has been the conviction of this writer 

t ha t the ministry has mean t more than that. When the trouble 

had arisen over the daily mi nistration, the twelve said to 

the other disciples, 11 It is not fit that we should forsake 

the word of God and minister [marginal reading] to tables • 

• • • But we will continue stedfastly in prayer, and in the 

mi nistry of the word. "67 This reference has clearly in-

dicated that the ministr:y: would include more than just 11 Wait­

ing on tables." It would seem, rather, that the ministry 

was a service rendered by one person, or more particularly 

by one Christian, to another person, whether he was a 

Christian or not, in the behalf of God.. If the giving of 

material aid was to be done in a manner that its doing 

pointed. the recipient to God, this "ministry of the word" 

should be done in like manner. It was God's word that was 

ministered, which was a special revelation from God and of 

such a character tha t man could not discover it by himself. 

66 
Clarke, 2.J2.• cit.·, p. 865. 

67 Acts 6:2,4. 
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Exhortation. The gift of exhortation was one that 

certainly would be recognized as a gift. The person with 

this gift was one "who ad.moni shed and reprehended the unruly 

and disorderly; and who supported the weak and comforted the 

penitents, and those who were under heaviness through mani­

fold temp ta ti ons. rr68 To do this work effectively required 

the ability to work with various types of persona lity. The 

offenders should be corrected, but not in a manner that would 

offend unnecessarily and drive them away. The weak, the peni­

tent, the troubled all had to be managed in a way that would 

comfort them, and yet, where necessary, in a way that it 

wo~ld cause them to make any repentance needed, and to come to · 

a firm faith. It certainly was not a spectacular gift, but 

one very essential for the growth of the Churdh. 

Giving. At first thought it might seem that giving 

was not a matter of a gift, but of what a person had to give. 

But in t he light of Jesus' words it certainly was thus re­

garded, for :O.e had to give instruction on this matter. 69 

This gift mig ht l1ave partaken of the first part of the 
I 

11 ministry, '' but the Greek,J((ict.,C&W,M-l , suggests rather a 

tisharing, 11 more the idea of one's own personal goods, 70 

68 Clarke, Q£• cit., P• 139. 

69 
lvla t t he w 6 : 2-4 • 

70 
Thayer,~·~., p. 404. 
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rather than just to distribute from a common supply. This 

giving was more in the line of .Acts 11:29, "And the disciples, 

every man according to his ability, determined to send relief 

(Greek, "for ministry"] unto the brethren that dwelt in 

Jud.ea. 11 This type of gi vin~ req_uired more grace than the 

giving of the deacons who may or may not have contributed. to 

the common store. This giving would be direct from the 

"owner" to the needy one and. would more easily be an occasion 

for prid.e. Therefore, Pau.l commanded such a one to give with 

11liberality. 1171 

Ruler. A literal rendering of the I!Vord 11 ruler 11 would. 

be, 11 one having been set before,n and.. means 11 to superintend, 

preside ~· •• a protector .£! guardian. " 72 From the 

application of this title to Phoebe, who 11 hath been a helper 

of many, and of mine own· self, n73 some have held this to 

imply what might be called. church hosts or· recep tionists in 

following idea. 

It might also imply the persons whose business it 
was to receive and entertain the apostolical teachers 
who travelled from place to place, establishing and 
confirming the Churches •••• The apostle directs 

71 
Romans 12:8. 

72 Thayer, ££• ~., p. 539. 

73 
Romans 16:2. 
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tha t thie office sho uld be executed with di li gence, tha t 
such destitute persons should have t heir necessities as 
promptly and as a mply supplied a s possible.74 

This same writer has suggested lihat t his is probably 

used here to signify the reception of s trangers, especially 

t ho se who ha d been persecuted and forced to leave t heir 

homes wi t hout t heir goods.75 

Mercy. The gift of mercy or showing mercy mi ght also 

have been done in a hypocritica l or begrudging manner as t he • 

g iving was often done. There f ore, Paul comman ded tha t it 

sho uld be done "with cheerfulne s s.n76 The one in need of 

mercy or compas 5ion would be mi serable enough already without 

having to feel tha t others felt forced to help. "Let the 

person who is called to perform any act of compasrs ion or 

mercy to t he wretched do it, not grudgingly 40r of necessity, 

but f r om a sp irit of pure ben evolen ce and sympa thy.n77 

Wisdom. It has been rather difficult to distinguish 

between the gift of wisdom and that of knowledge, and yet 

there must be such a distinction, else the Apostle wo uld not 

74 
Clarke, ill·' 139. .2.£. P• 

75 
Loc. cit. -

76 
Roman s 12:8 

?7 Clark e, ~· cit. , P• 139. 



have listed them separately as g ifts to different persons. 

It should be recalled that the full name applied was the 

"word of wisdom." 
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I 
Dr. Clarke considered that t he word ,Aoyosshould have 

been rendered doctrine, both for this gift and the gi ft of 

the n doctrine of lmowledge. "78 

Some understanding of this gift may be gained by 
I 

reference to Paul's use of this same word, Go cp<'t,in speaking 

of Christ and the plan of sa lvation. 79 Thus Paul said "Ghat 

nchrist crucified 1
' was "the power of God., and the wisdom of 

God," 80 and again, "Christ Jesus, who was made unto us wisdom 

from God, and righteousness and sanctification , and redemp-

t . 1181 
lOn. According to this, the gift of the doctri ne £1 

wisdom was the ability to understand most clearly the way of 

salvat ion through Jesus Christ, that is, how He has made it 

possible for man to receive rig hteousness unto reg eneration, 

unto sanctification, unto glorification. 

Even tho ugh some have made this gift of wisdom to 

represent only the "gracious possibility or r eaching every 

78 
Cla rke, .QJ2. ill·, P• 258. 

79 
I Cor inthians 1:24, 30; 2:6-7. 

80 
I Corinthians 1:23, 24. 

81 I Corinthians 1:30. 



soul who has not actually crossed the dead line ••• This 

gift of wisdom gloriously supplies all our deficiencies a s 

to ways and means, u82 several scholars have given t heir 

35 

support to the former view. Thus Doctor Clarke referred to 

two others and said, 

By doctrine of wisdom we may understand, as Bp. 
Pearce and Dr. Whitby observe, t he mystery of our 
redemption, in which the wisdom of God was most eminent­
ly conspicuous: see[) Corinthians) chapter ii. 7, 10; 
and which is called the manifold wisdom of God., Eph. 
iii. 10. Christ, the great teacher of it, is called 
the wisdom of God, (I Corinthians] chap. i. 24; and in 
him are sai d to be contained all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge, Col. ii. 3. The apostlps to whoilllthis 
doctrine w~s committed are called60f0', wise men; 
(Matt. xxiii. 34;) and they are sai d to teach this 
Gospel accordinc to the wisdom g iven them, 2 Pet. iii. 

83 ° - -15. 

Thus, as stated above, it ma y be concluded that the 

word ..Q.E doctrine of wisdom was the gift of understanding . 

the doctrine of sa lvation t hrough Jesus Christ. This writer 

ha s come to the conclusion that this gift has been given to 

various men clown to his clay; such men have manifested a deep 

insight into t his precious doctrine by their ability to ex­

pound it accur ately and with such clarity t ha t even the un­

educa ted ha ve been able to understand its deep mysteries. 

82 w. B. Godbey, Spiritual Gifts and Graces (Cin-
cinnati, Ohio: .i\11 . W. Knapp , 1895), p. 13. 

8 3 
Clark e, ££• ~., PP• 2 58-9. 
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Knowledge. As indicated above, there is a close re­

lationshi p between t hi s gift, the doctrine of kno wledge, - , 
v~~H . .S, a n d. t he doctrine of wisdom or~Otf'J'4. However, 

- I 11 where)'IIW6(S and6'"()fC.4are used tog ether t he forme1~ seems to 

be knowledg e regarded by itself, the latter wisdom exhibited 

in action.n84 'l'hus Pau.l spok e of 11 tha t which is known 

f3t~w61oQot God, n85 and again of " the kno wledg e ISyuw~l~f 

God. n86 

Xhe gift of kno wled£e, theref ore, ha s been t ak en to 

mean: 

Gener al knowledg e of t he Christia n religion; the 
deeper, more per f ect and enla r g ed kno wledg e of this 
religion, such a s belong s to. t he more advanceo., esp. of 
thing s lawful and unla wful f or Christia ns; ••• mora l 
wisdom, such as is seen in right living, and in inter­
course with other s. Objective knowledg e: wha t j,s 
known concerning divine thing s and human duties. 87 

Faith. Many students and t heologians have s een a 

distinction between t his gift of faith and saving f a ith or 

the grace of faith as used. by Paul wh en he sa id., "For by 

grace have ye been sa ved t hrough f a ith ; a nd tha t not of 

84 

85 

86 

87 

Thayer, ££• cit., p. 119. 

Romans 1:19. 

II Corin thians 10:5. 

fil ha . t 119 ~. yer, QE • ~·' p. • 
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yourselves, it~ the gift [s~poi}of God,"88 and this writer 

has felt that this ha s been a proper distinction. As one 

said, rrDo not confound the gift with the grace of faith. ife 

are saved by the latter; we save others by the former,rr89 

though more tnan "saving others" is included in the former, 

or the gift of faith. This same author expressed himself more 

fully in another place in the following manner: 

Remember faith here is not grace but a gift. Hence 
it is not the faith by which we ar e justified, nor the 
f aith .by which we are sanctified.; nor the faith by which 
we are kept saved and sanctified; but it is the faith 
by which we are instrumental in the aonviction, conver­
sion, and sanctification of others.9 

Doctor Steele gave the se quotations from John Wesley 

and Dr. Jolm Robs on, respectively. 

It is certa in the faith which is here ( Matt. xv11. 20) 
spoken of does not always imply saving faith. Many have 
had it who thereby cast out devils and yet will at last 
have their portion with tEem. It is only a supernatural 
persuasion given a man that God will work~ by him at 
that hour. 

There are men to whom He tthe Holy SpiritJ comes who 
resist His saving power and welcome His working power • 
• • • As there was Baalam in the Old Testament times, so 
t here are to be found now those who preach the gospel 
to other s and yet themselves are castaways.91 

88 

89 

90 

91 

Ephesians 2:8. 

Godbey, Bible Theology, .2.1?.• cit., p. 156. 

Godbey, Spiritual Gifts and. Graces, ££· cit., P• 20. 

Daniel Steele, The Gospel£! ~~~ Comforter (Chicago: 
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This same writer said concerning the faith of 

I Corinthians 13:2, 

If the Greek reader will scrutinize this Pauline 
text he will find that Paul's form of hypothesis (can 
with the subjunctive) assumes the condition, faith 
without love, as nossible with some present expecta­
!!.2£ that may be realized. In other words, man may have 
a mountain-removing faith in unregenerate he9-rts. A 
character as paradoxical as this may exist.92 

To summarize, then, what this gift of faith was con-

sidered to be, Doctor Clarke said it was: 

A peculiar impulse, as Dr. Whitby calls it, that came 
upon the apostles when any difficult matter wa s to be 
performed, which inwardly assured them that God's power 
would assist t h em in the performance of it.93 

To emphasize the difference between faith as a gift 

and faith as a grace, S. A. Keen made the following statements, 

summarized below. 

1. The gift of faith is not obligatory. 2. The gift 

of faith is not a constant experience. 3. The gift is not 

essential to salvation or Christian character. Several 

conditions under which the g ift of f a ith is bestowed are: 

1. When praying . 2. Vihen doing the Lord's vvork. 3. When 

in great emerg ency. 4. When living in the fulness of the 

92 
Loc. cit. -

93 
Clarke,~· cit., p. 259. 
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Spirit. 94 

This kind of faith ha s found expression in such ways 

as for the healing of individual s for t hemselves,95 for the 

healing of others,96 for the salvation of other persons,97 

for revivals on a larger scale,98 as well a s in numerous 

other ways. 

Discerning of spirits. 11 Discerning of spiri ts 11 was 

t he last of the gifts tha t ha s been considered, but it is by 

no means the lea st. Doctor Clarke ha s given a good, terse 

interpretation of this g ift. 

A gift by which the person so privileg ed could dis­
cern a false miracle from a true one; or a oretender to 
inspiration from him who was--reilly partalcer of t he Holy 
Ghost. It probably extended also to t he discernment of 
false professors from true ~, as appears in Peter in 
t he case of Anani a s and his wife. 99 

The purpose of the gifts. In t he section in which 

Paul has g iven the various lists of the gifts, he has also 

94 
S. A. Ke en, Faith Papers (Cincinnati, Ohio: 

Cranston & Curtis, 1894), pp. 116-124. 

95 

96 

PP• 26-7. 
97 

98 
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Godbey, Bible Theology, ££• cit., p. 160. 

Godbey, The Soiritual Gifts and Graces, 2£• cit., 

Ibid., PP• 22-3. 

Ibid., P• 21. 

Clark e, loc. cit. 
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given the purpose of thes e varied gifts. 

Two expressions from the Corinthian section have had 

great bearing upon this point. These are in I Corinthians 

12: 7 and 14: 27c. nBu t to each one is given the mani festa­

tion of the Spirit to profit withal •••• Let all things be 

done unto edifying. 11 
. I 

The Greek word, 6IJP,4' £ pov , here render-

ed withal, has lost its force in this translation. A rather 

literal interpretation would be: a bringing or bearing to-

gether. This idea has been preserved in the He vi sed Standard 

Version where it was rendered 71 for t he common good. nlOO 

Luther, in his German translation, ha s given an even more 

meaningful translation by using the expression, nzum g emeinen 

I~utz. nlOl The word :g emeine.n is the adjecti vial form of 

Gemeine, the word Luther used to translate Church. This 

could, then, be rendered rrfor the benefit of the Church. 11 

The other expression given above stated that all things 

should be done unto edifying . One gift, speaking in a tongue 

is particularly mentioned, evidently had the character of 

edifying the incli viCtual only.l02 If everything should be for 

100 
Bible. English. 1946. The New Testament of 

Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (Revised Standard Version, 
New Yark:~homa s Nelson & Sons, 1946), I Corinthians 12:7. 

101 Bible. German. Martin Luther, translator, Die 
Bibel (Berlin: Britische und Auslandische Bibelgesellsc~t, 
1910), I Corinthians 12:7. 

102 I Corinthians 14:4. 
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church was aided by· it. Paul indic a ted t hat in the public 

service, the edification of the individual was subservient 
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to the edification of the Church. Thus, for example, if one 

had a 11 tongue 11 but there was no one present who could inter-

pret the "tongue, 11 then that individua l should remain silent 

since the Church woul d. not have been he lped by his "tongue. rrl03 

The idea t ha t the gifts were for the edi f icat ion of 

the Church was not al one in the imagination of Luther, but 

was even more clea rly emphasized by Paul in the Ephesian 

letter. There Paul said tha t the gifts were given: 

For t he perfecting of the sa ints, unto t he work of 
ministering , un to the building up of t he body of Christ: 
till we a ttain unto the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledg e of the Son of God , unto a f ull grown man , unto 
the measur e of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 
that we may be no longer children, tossed to and fro and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by sleight of 
men, in craftiness, a fter the wiles of error; but speak­
ing truth in love, may grow up in a ll things into him, 
who is the head, even Christ; from whom all the body 
fit ly framed and knit together through that which ever'iJ 
joint supplieth, according t o the working in due . 
measure of every part, maketh the increase of t he bod.y 
unto the building up of itself in love.l04 

From t his very rich, parti a l sentence several impor~ ·· 

tant truths have emerg ed. First, as a result of these gifts 

103 
I Corinthians 14:17. 

104 Ephesians 4:12-16. 
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there was to be the p erfection of the sa ints. This would 

involve first the perfection or the entire sanctification of 

the individual, which, if accomp lished, would na turally re­

sult in the perfection of the Church as a group, anQ t hereby 

bring it to the ''unity of the faith. 11 Secondly, this perfec­

tion was to be accomplished in order tba t the Church could 

ful f ill its ministry of evang elizing the world. 105 

This perfection was not the ultimate or end, but it 

would r ather be the beginning for them to grow 11 unto a full-

grown man • . . the fulness of Christ.rr 106 This would show 

itself in a two-fold way. Negatively, t hey would no long er 

be children easily tossed about by the false doctrines of men 

or the wiles of error. Positively, they would ''speak the 

truth in love" and "grow up in all t hing s into him who is the 

head. , even Christ. nlO? 

Thus, it has been seen t ha t the gifts were given for 

the benefit or perfection of the Church that it mi ght be 

sanctified and consequently it could effectively carry out 

its ministry of t h e word. 

105 

106 

107 

See Ministry. Matthew 28:19-20. 

Ephesians 4:13. 

Ep hesians 4:15. 
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Diversity £f ~ gifts. Thus far it has been assumed 

that there were a number of these spiritual gifts. In this 

study nineteen different ones were considered. Some of 

these probably could have been t aken as different phases of 

the same gift, for example, giving as part of mi nistry; ex­

hortation as part of prophecy; the gifts of healings as one 

of the miracles or a demonstration of the gift of faith. 

However, even though any and. all possible combinations were 

made, they could not have been resolved to one gift only. 

In fact, Paul has definitely sta ted that "there are diversities 

of gifts, but the same Spirit.nl08 

The q_uestion might arise, "If there is only one Spirit, 

why is there not a uni fermi ty by having only one gift which 

each member would then receive?" Paul has given a clear 

answer to this by an analogy between the physical -bo dy and 

the body of Christ or the Church. 

Paul presented this argument: The human body, even 

though it is an unitary or ganism, has many members. Each 

part o~ member has its contribution to make, even though an­

other might be able to perform some of the duties of one 

member who might have suffered impairment or even dismember­

ment in some way. Thus, for example, blind people have 

108 I Corinthians 12:4. 
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learned to walk about in strange pla ces because t heir hearing 

and sense of touch or feeling have become more sensitive to 

take on some of the w6rk of the useless eyes. But should the 

hearing or the feeling be called upon to describe some silent 

and distant scene of beauty they would. be utterly helpless • 

.Again, in other instances, the hand s or the ;feet have been 

able to help or t ake over the worlc of the other member which 

may have become useless. · An even more extreme case arose 

where both a rms and both legs were lost. This was the plight 

of t wo service men of the United States during the war called 

vVorld War II. Through perserverance these men have been able 

with the use of artificial limbs to lead a rather normal life, 

one as a farmer doing his share of the worlc, and the other as 

a law stud.ent. 109 Yet in spite of their splendid recovery 

no one would_ deny tha t these men could do some things with 

their natural limbs which they cannot do with their artificial 

members. Even though one might be able to do the work of an-

ot her member, they each would still have need of the other 

for the greatest amount of usefulness and service. 

One member mig ht have an inferiority complex and feel 

that because it was not as prominent or attractive as another 

109 
Edwin Muller, 11 The Heartening Story of Our Only 

Two 1 Basket Cases'," Reader 1 s Digest, 55:6-9, October 1949. 
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member it was n ot nece ssary to the body. But t his would not 

mak e it nnot of t he body." On t he oth e1• han d , s ome mi ght 

feel t ha t t h ey wer· e more imp or tan t tha n others and t herefore 

had no need for the se emingly inferior member. If one member 

was mo1•e important in one way, another member mi g ht have 

value in another avenue. Thus nGod t empered the body tog et her 

••• that there should be no sch ism in the body, but tha t 

the me mbers should. have t h e same care one for· anot her .nllO 

If one member su f fered harm, t he ot hers also suffered, both 

in synpa thy an d in the ex tra burden put on them. Again, if 

one was honored , t hen all members would rejoice together over 

t h e good fo r tune of their fello w member. 

This ana lo gy has been r a t her lon8 , but it ha s served 

to point out the f act t ha t t he members of t he c hurch, or t h e 

body of Christ, al l ha v e t heir particular duty to per fo rm , 

according a s t hey have received a particular gift. In fact, 

Paul has given t h e impression t hat if t h ere wer·e only one 

gift t h en t here would be no bo dy of Christ when he said, 

"If it were all one me mber, whe r e were the body?rrlll This 

mi € ht be carrying t h e fi gure too far, but it certainly must 

110 
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the church could not do its work effectively, if at all. 
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Considering , then, the many tasks that need to be done 

for the perfecting of the church, it need not necessarily be 

concluded that the gifts tha t have been considered were all 

the gifts that God has given. 

Distribution of the gifts. The very name, spiritual 

gifts, has no doubt given at lea st some hints as to the 

basis of distribution of the gifts. Properly, t hese gifts 

" I should never be sought after. The Greek worQ,""Xaf>ctJp,A, has 

itself been sug gestive of this fact. It has been properly 

defined as "a r• if't of' grace· a favor which one receives 
- ~ - !;;l ' - =~.;;;. ....;=~ 

without any merit of' his ~.nll2 

However, Paul was even more definite t l1a n only to use 

a sugg est! ve name for the g ifts. Very explicitly Paul said: 

But all these the - one and the same Spirit, dividing 
to each one severa l ly even as he will •••• But now hath 
God set the members each one of t hem in the body, even as 
it pleased him •••• and God has set some in the church, 
first apostles, ••• n113 

From these Script u.r es two thing s have become clearly 

apparent. First, God has set or appointed the various gifts 

112 
Thayer , o p • ~. , p • 6 6 7. 

113 I Corinthians 12:11, 18, 28a. Cf. Romans 12:6; 
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to the various individuals, "even as it plea sed him." One 

may be certain tha t God, the Giver of "every good gift and 

every perfect gift, nll4 has not given them in any arbi trar.y 

manner, but in a manner t hat "to them that love God all things 

work together for good , even to them that are called accord­

ing to his purpose . nll5 

By a compar ison of EJ,)hesi ans 4:8, 11 When he a scended on 

hi gh , he led. cap tivity cap tive, and. ga ve gi f ts to men,' 1 with 

Jesus ' parable lvla tthew 25; 15-30, a f'urther suggestion of the 

basis of di s tribution was s e en. Part of this para ble stated: 

"a man going i nto another country, called his own servants, 

and delivered unto t hem his goods. ~nd unt o one he gave five 

talents, to ·ano ther t wo , to another one; to each according 

to his several ability.ll6 Evidently God has tak en into 

consideration the ability of the individual before having 

given to him his gift or gifts. The five, two and one talents 

could mean either one of two things, possibly both, tha t is, 

God has given to some gifts of grea ter value than to others, 

or that He ·has given more g ifts to some than to others. A 

study of the man of God in the New TeEtament has verified 

114 
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both meanings. 

Thus God has appointed the gifts, but the Holy Spirit 

has divided or g iven the g ifts according to God's will.ll7 

Thus as one writer said, in connection with these two ideas, 

Doubtless the Spirit t akes into account the ability 
of sanctified nature, and its capacity to receive and 
function spiritually, but the energizing power is not 
the natural spirit alone, it is the oower that worketh 
in~ (~ph. 1:19).118 

One might yet ask, 11 Would not all Christians yet have 

the identical gifts, since they are al l of the same Spirit? 11 

In addition to what has already been said about the various 

functions various members have to perform, Paul has g iven 

further· illumination. Having just enumera ted eight gifts 

which God had set in the church in I Corinthia ns 12:28, Paul 

asks a series of questions in the next two verses, "Are all ••• 

have ••• do all? 11 In the Greek construction, Paul used the 

negative adverb )It\ with the indicative mood. Concerning this 

construe tion it has been taught, "Questions exp ecti~ a nega­

tive answer are expressed by ... ~ with the inci ica tive.nll9 

Obtaining the gifts. Under the preceding topic it was 

117 
I Corinthians 12:11. 
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said that properly these g ifts should not be so ught, that is, 

just for themselves. However, Paul has g iven the very strong 

suggestion that it is right to seek, or better, "desire 

earnestly" after certain of the gifts. Thus he said to the 

Cor i:q thian s: 

But desire earnestly the greater gifts. And moreover 
a most excellent way show I unto you. • • • • • • • • • 
Follow after love; yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, 
but rather that ye may prophesy ••••••• o •• o •• 

Wherefore, my bretlrren, desire earnestly to prophesy, 
an d. forbid not to speak with tongues.l20 

The word, which ha s been translated 11 desire earnestly" 

in each of these insta nces, is ~1J,\ov T£ This form is the 

same for either the indicative, imperative or the subjunctive 

moods.121 Since it is not in a subjunctive construction here 

and the indicative would not carry much meaning, it must be 

concluded that Paul has here commanded to ndesire earnestly 11 

for -at least some of the gifts. At first it would seem 

strange that Paul would have given a command of this type, 

but in view of the fact that these gifts were given for the 

edification of the Church, this should not appear strange, 

but rather very practical. Thus he had commanded in another 

verse, "Thus also ye, since ye are zealous of spil'itual 

120 
I Corinthians 12:31; 14:1, 39. 
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gifts seek tha t ye ma y abound unto the edifying of the 

churcn.nl22 Yet, this writer would caution against one de-

manding insi s tently any particula r gift, since God still 

knows best. Then, too, Paul said t his in regard to the more 

useful or gr eater gifts, and not concerning all of t h em. 

ProEer ~ of the gifts. The foremost rule in regard 

to the use of the gifts wa s, nLet all thing s be done unto 

edifying, 11 with 11But let all t hi ng s be done decently and. in 

order, nl23 coming as a close second. 

The first consideration, then, in the use of a gift 

or anything in the Church service, was, 11 Will t his be bene-

ficial to the Church as a whole?" In t his interest Paul for-

bade t h e use of tongues when the gift of interpreta tion was 

absent, that is, he forebade • .I.. 

~uS use in public, but allowed 

it in private where the one thus gi f ted vvould 11 speak to him­

self, and to God.nl24 In this same vein, Paul had. sta ted.· 

ea rlier: 

If thou bless v~i t h the spirit, how s hall he thEi. t 
filleth the place of the unlearned (or 11 him tha t is 
without gifts 11 ) say the lUnen at thy giving thanks, see-

122 I Corin thians 14:12. 
123 

I Corinthia ns 14:26' 40. 
124 

14:28. I Gorin t hi a ns 
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i ng h e kn oweth not what t hou saye s t ? For while thou 
verily giv est thanks well, but t he o t he r is not edified. 
I t hank Go d, I spea k with tongue s more t han you all: 
howbeit, in the ch urch I had r a t h er spea k five words 
with my understanding , tha t I mig ht instruct ot hers al­
so, t han ten thousa nd words in a tongue.l25 

Whet her t hey were prophesying or s p eaking in tong ue s , t hey 

were instructed to t a ke t hei:r· tur'n, one waiting for the 

ot h er to f i ni s h, or one g iving way t o anoth er who ha d r e-

ceived a revela tion a t that ti me.l26 "God is not a God 

of confusion, but of p ea ce, n12 7 therefor e His p eople were 

to con d.uc t t h emselve s in like ma nn er, 11 d.ecently an d in 

order." 

Later in t his epistle Paul sa id, "Let all tha t ye 

do be done in love," 128 and this would also have included. 

the use o f t h e g ifts . Thus Paul ha d sugge s ted in chapter 

12 that possibly they had not always acted. in love in t his 

regard. One member felt that h e was not so important and. 

c onsequently s a i d., "I am not of t h e bod.y,nl29 while the 

ot her f elt s o importan t or proud t ba t he would. say of another 

125 
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52 

member, 11 I have no ne ed of you. rrl30 The gifts were not to be 

used as these people used t hem. 

The Corinthians were inclined to overvalue the more 
showy gifts, especially tha t of tongues. Those poesessing 
this g ift were t empted to use it for mere display; those 
not possessing it nenvied the ot h er s, and undervalued 
their own gifts.lDl 

Remembering that all things were to be done in love, 

each was to :r·ecognize his importance as well as tha t of the 

other, knowing tha t it wa s not "from you that the word of 

God went forth? or came it unto you a lone? 11 132 In this 

manner they would not be tempted to us e one too much and an-

other not enough. 

Comparative value of lli gifts. While he did g ive 

some help, it was found tha t Paul did not present in very 

great detail his view concerning the compa rative value of 

the gifts. That there was a d ifference between the val' ious 

gifts Paul has made very evident. From his ana logy to the 

physica l body he indicated that God has ma de distinctions 

between the various members of the body. r.r hus one co mmenta-

tor wrote to this effect: 

130 
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As God has made evident d istinctions among the members 
of the human body, so tha t some occupy a more eminent 
pl~ce than others, so has he in the Church. And to prove 
tlu s, the apostle enumerates the principle offices, and 
in the order in which they should stand.l33 

As indicated above, Paul l1a s g iven in very certain 

terms the first three gifts in saying that "God hath set some 

in the church, first apostles, secondly, prophets, thirdly 

t rrl34 tea chers, hen. • • These thr e e must then be taken as 

the greater gifts about w ~ich Paul spok e in I Corinthians 

12:31, for God himself has set t h em thus. These were the 

first t .l:u.· ee co nsidered , and. to tha t extent only is the order 

of discussion of significance. 

After t h ese t h ree, ho wever, the apostle has given no 

furth er help concerning a ny order in which they were to be 

rank ed, except t .ha t the change to the use of 11 then" suggested 

a n inferior rank of gift. In view of Paul •·s argument in the 

following verse and. in chapter 14, it seems probable tha t the 

gifts introduced by nthen" should also be considered as listed 

in order of their importance. While t his order may be diffi-

cult to verify, Pau.l made it ap par ent that there was a great 

difference between 11 prophecy 11 and 11 speaking in a tongue. 11 

This writer has felt t ha t several of the other g ifts would 

133 
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come between t h e f irst thr e e and t hose i n troduced by 11 then," 

for instance, e ~a ngelist s , word of wisdom, an d vvo:rd of know­

ledg e a s some of these. 

Paul did g ive definite a id con cerning the importance 

of two particular gifts, tha t is, between prophecy an d tongues. 

He has definitely shom t hat prophecy was the gr EB. ter and 

illustrated it in t wo ways. 

Having sta ted that nGreater is he tha t prophesieth 

than he t hat sp eaketh with tongues, except he interpret, tha t 

the church may receive edifying ,ul35 Paul seemingly placed 

"tongues with interpretationn on a par with prophesying . But 

then h e ask ed one g_uestion which implied anot her which cha ng­

ed the picture a gain. Paul asked the.tJI , 11 But now, brethren, 

if I come unto you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit 

you, unless I . speak to you either by way of revelation, or of 

knowledg e, or of prop hesying , or of teaching? 11·1 36 This then 

implied the q_uestion, 11 Now the s e being the mi nistry of the 

other gifts, what t hen is the value of speaking in tongues'?11 

Paul gave the answer to this implied g_u estion in the second 

illustration, a s it is explained below. In explanation of 

t h e first g_uestion above Paul implied that whi le the tongue 
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would require inter~retation, he might just as well have 

spoken in their l a nguage. 'rhe use of a tongue meant rep .eti-

tion, since it was first said in the tongue and then had to 

be interpreted. If he vvould ba ve spoken in any of the other 

forms he mentioned it would have brought immediate edifica-

tion to his hearers. 

In the second illustration, I Corinthians 14:20-25, 

Paul called attention to the fact tha t if the whole church 

were speaking in tong ues and an 11unlearned one" came into the 

meeting he vvould think they were mad. Thus tongues actually 

could be a detriment instead. of a help to the church. Quoting 

from the Old Testament Paul reminded these peop le that 

11 tongues" were not a sign for the believing , but for the 

unbelieving. God had given them because of the unbelief of 

His people. 

But on the other hand, 

If all prophesy, and there come in one unbelieving or 
unlearned he is reproved by all, he is judged by all; the 
secrets of his heart are made manifest; and so he will 
fall down on his face and worship God, decla ring tha t 
God is among you indeed.l37 

Thus it is seen that the gift which the,vapparently 

coveted could bring dishonor upon them and as a result to 

God, while the less spectacular gift would bring honor to 

137 
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them, glory to God and salvation to the sinner. Therefore, 

Paul sai d. , "Desire earnestly the greater gifts •••• unto 

the edifying of the church.nl38 

138 
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CHAPTER III 

vVESLEY.AN DOCTRI NE OF ENTI RE S1U~CTIFICATION 

As indicated in the introduction, the correctnecs of 

the ·ifesleyan interpretation of the doctrin~ of entire sane-

tification has been taken as an assumption in this study, 

but in order to study the spiritua l gifts in the light of' 

this Biblical doctrine it has been considered n ecessary to 

present it here. 

Befor·e entering upon this presentation, tvvo state-

ments of an eminent, contemporary theologian should be 

considered. 

While this subject is a fundamental doctrine of 
Christianity, and of vast importa nce to the church, 
there are few subjects in theology concerning which 
there is a greater variety of opinion •••• A 
subject so sacred, however, and an experience so high 
and ho~y forbids in any degree the spirit of contro­
versy • .l 

I. PREREQUISITES FOR ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION 

Entire sanctification has already been defined as 

rrthat act of God, subseq_uent to regeneration, by, which 

believers are made free from original sin, or depravity, 

and brought into a state of entire devotement to God, and 

1 
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the holy ob ed.i ence of love made perfect. rr2 From this g_uota­

tion it has been noticed. that regeneration is a prereg_uisite 

for sanctification. However, regeneration is not accomplished. 

alone, but rather it is concomitant with several other aspects 

of .redemption which are wrought in the moment that the peni-

tent heart believes in Christ. These several· aspects have 

been s een as justificatio~, regeneration, adoption and. initial 

sanctification, all being "concomitant in personal exp erience,n3 

and. therefore prereg_ui sites for entire sane tifi cation. 

Justification. Although t his term justification has 

been used. in Scripture in different references, its use, as 

descriptive of part of salvation, was "applied to one who is 

accused, is guilty and ~ondemned.. • • and h e is accep ted 

before God. as right eo llS. 11 4 This justification is accomplished 

through 11 the remis sion of sins ••• consistent with the law ••• 

thus distinguished. from mere forgiveness."5 Justification, 

then, consists in, 

An actual change in relationship to God ••• the first 

2 
Cf. ~' P• 3. 

3 
Wiley,~· £i!., P• 402. 

4 
Ibid. , p • 3 83 • 

5 Loc. cit. -
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act of God in the salvat i on of men must be justification 
or a change of relation from condemnation to ri ghteous­
ness ••• concomitant with t he act of justification, 
there is the inward cha n ge of sanctification, or the 
importation of righteousness. But in thoug ht at least, 
justification must precede6 ••• the one act of justifica­
tion when viewed negatively is the forgiveness of sins; 
when viewed positively, is the acceptance of the believer 
as righteous.? 

Regenerati on. A very clear definition of regeneration 

has been given as "the communication of life by the Spirit 

to the soul dead in trespasses and sin·s. rr8 This life nis 

holy in its nature.rr9 The differenpe between justification 

and reg eneration lies in that the former has to do with the 

fact of guilt and penalty while the latter "renews the moral 

nature and re-establishes the privileges of sonship.nlO 

Adoution. This has been defined as nthe declaratory 

act of God, by which upon being justified by faith in Jesus 

Christ, we are received into the f amily of God and reinstated 

in the privileges of son ship. nll 

This same writer, in showing the relationship and 

6 
l.!?l:.£· ' P• 387. 

7 
Ibid., 393. .P• 

8 
~., P• 40?. 

9 Ibid., 446. P• 

10 ~., .P• 402. 

11 
Ibid., .P• 428. 
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distinctions between these three aspects, said further: 

Adoption ••• is concomitant with justification and 
regeneration, but in the order thought, logically 
follows them. Justification removes our guilt, regenera­
tion imparts spiritual life, and adoption actually 
receives us into the family of God.l2 

Initial sanctification. Wesleyan theologians have 

made careful distinction between initial and entire sancti-

fication. 'rhese two stages of sanctification have been seen 

as necessary because of the fact that nsin is t wofold--an 

act and a state or condition. nl3 

Initial sanctification, then, has been seen to be the 

cleansing from acquired depravity or defilement attached "to 

actual sins, for which the sinner is himself responsible.nl4 

These blessings, then, have been considered as concomi-

tant and~ such, all prerequisites for entire sanctification. 

II. NATURE OF ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION 

Commencing with ·the definition given by John Wesley, 

and having added from the definitions of others, with a care­

ful effort not to violate t heir meaning, the following state-

ment about entire sanctification has been gleaned. 

12 
Loc. cit. -

13 
~., 481. P• 

14 
480. ~., P• 
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Sanctifica tion in the proper sense is an instantaneous 
deliverance from all sin, and includes an instantaneous 
power then given alvvays to cleave to God •••• in its 
beginnings and final issues, is the full eradication of 
the sin itself ••• a pure heart, full of holy love ••• 
It is subsequent to regeneration, is secured in the 
atoning blood of Christ, is effected by the baptism with 
the Holy Ghost, is conditioned on full consecration to 
God, is received by faith~ and inciudes instantaneous 
empowerment for service.lv 

These various fact~s have not all been considered in 

this study. Only three features which distinguish the vlfesley­

an from other interpretations of this doctrine, have been 

treated here, namely, entire sanctification as a second crisis 

.experience, as h eart purity and as perfect love. 

A second crisis experience. Just as all evangelical 

theologians have insisted t ha t regeneration is instantaneous, 

so t he Wesleyan t heologians have also insisted that entire 

sanctification is instantaneous. Thus John Wesley answered 

the question, 11 Is this death to sin and renewal in love 

gradual or instantaneous?" by saying, 

A man may be dying for some time, yet he does ·not, 
properly speaking, die till the instant the soul is 
separated from the body, and in that instant he lives 
the life of eternity. In like manner he may be dying 
to sin for some time, yet he is not dead to sin until 
sin is seoarated from his soul and in that instant he 
lives the~full life of love.l6 

15 
Ibid., PP• 467-9. 

16 John iNesley, A Plain Account of Christian ~erfe?­
tion ( Wau1cesha, \vi sconsin: Metropoli tanGhurch AssocJ.a tJ.on, 
n. a.. ) , p • 50. 
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Thus another writer has s aid, "When, also, the child 

of God through t he Spirit, fully renounces inbred sin and 

trusts the blood of cleansing , that moment he may, by simple 

faith in Christ, be sancti f ied wholl y. nl7 

vv'hile maintaining t ha t the act of entire sanctification 

is instan taneous, Wesley and those who followed him, ha ve in-

sist ed also that there was a gradual growth in g race following 

. t 18 l • 

Contrary to those who have ma inta ined t ha t sanctifica-

tion is rrconcomitant with regeneration and completed at that 

time,rr t his interpreta t ion bas insisted t hat it is subseq_uent 

to reg enera tion and therefore "a second work of grace.rrl9 

Building upon various Scr ipture, for example, nomans 12:1-2, 

II Corin t hi ans 7:1, a nd. Hebrews 6:1, t hese t heologians have 

seen tha t God demanded something more of t hose who had. already 

been justified.. Another Scripture has been used by at least 

a few writers to help bring out t his fact. This Scripture is 

II Corinthians 1:5. 

Thus one aut hor, writing on The Second Blessing in 

Symbol, after having eluci dated on several Scriptures t hat 

17 '.JViley, .2.£. ill·' P• 482. 
18 

~., PP• 48 2-6. 
19 

Ibid., - P• 445. 
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pointed. out t he idea that sanctifica. tion was a second vwrk of 

grace, said further: 

Besides all t nis, we advance the t hou ght that the term 
nseconcl blessing" is mor·e scriptural than some imagine. 
If King James's translators had. been truer to the original 
in 2 Corinthians i. 15, we would have today the words 
"second grace" instead of 11 second benefit." The Greek 
word translated "benefit" is cbaris. If any Greek scholar 
should be asked what this word meant in the original, he 
would never reply 11 benefit," but grace, 11 divine grace," 
"divin e gift,n etc. The word. charis is found over one 
hundred. and. fifty times in the Hew 1testament, and. in 
every instance is translated ugracerr except at t his place.20 

While it probably would. not be n ecessary to contend. for 

the use of the t .erm 11 second. blessing ," it certainly is necessary 

to hold t ha t sanctification is a "second grace" or an instan-

taneous a ct of God. subsequent t o regeneration. 

Heart purity. Numerous Scriptures can be found. tha t 

indicate the presence of sin in the heart of the believer, 

but about the most direct statement was used. by PaQl in 

describing the state of the Corinthian Christians. In his 

first epistle to this Church Paul stated that these people 

were carnal, t hough babes in Christ, both while he was 

pr·esent with t h em earlier and. still at t he time of his 

writing . This fact was evidenced by the divisions, jealousy 

20 B. Carradine, The Second Blessing ~ Symbol 
(third edition, enlarged, Chicago: The Christian #i tness 
Company, 1893 ), P• 21. 
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and 8trife present among them.21 

However, Scripture is also replete with references 

which have indicated the necessity and possibility of having 

this carnal mind removed. Thus Peter, in interpreting the 

occurence on the first Christian Pentecost as recorded in 

Acts 2 as well as that in the house of Cornelius foun d. in 

Acts 10, stated that: 

God who knoweth the heart, bare them witness, giving 
them the Holy Spirit, even as he did unto us; and made 
no distinction be~ween them and us, cleansing their 
hearts by faith.22 

Thus it has been inferred that Peter considered t his cleansing 

as the basic part of the experience that day. Probably the 

most definite word in the English language to describe this 

act is 11 eradi cation. 11 While t ni s word does not occur in the 

English translation, other words were used which suggest it, 

and a study of the Greek words indicates it very clearly, as 

indicated later in this study. 

Wesleyan theologians have been very insistent that 

the carnal mind or original sin had. to be eradicated rather 

than just held in check in some way or other. This claim 

bas been made on the basis of sound exegesis of Scripture. 

21 Bible. English. 1901. American Standard Edition., 
The Holy Bible (New York: Thomas Nelson & Sons, n.d.), 
I Corinthians 3:1-3. 

22 • c t s 15 : 8- 9 • 
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Thus Doctor Wiley has said: 

Sin is to be cleansed t horoughly, purged, extripated 
and crucified; not repressed, suppressed, counteracted 
or made void, as these terms a re commonly used. It is 
to be destr oyed; and any theory which ma.kes a place for 
the existence of inbred sin, whatevep the provision ma de 
for its regulation, is unscrip tural. 23 

R. T. Williams stated it in these strong words: 

This inherited bias, or 1 prone to wander, 1 this inner 
opposition to the law of God is not destroyed, it is 
con~uered in regeneration. It is destroyed, absolutely 
annihilated, in sanctification. Here is the battleground 
concerning holiness. The ~uestion is simply this, is 
sin destroyed in the act of sanctification or not? It is 
folly to try to pass as a believer in holiness and at 
the same time question its doctrine of eradication. 
There cannot be such a thing as holiness in its final 
ana ly Eis without t he eradication of sin. Holiness and 
suppression are incompatible terms. "The old man 11 and 
counteraction make a pale and sickly kind of holiness 
doctrine. lt is holiness and eradication or holiness 
not at a11.~4 

Doctor Gamertsfelder emphasized the fact that "Any 

term that expressed the idea that carnal remains are not to 

be foun d in the consciousness may be used, but eradication 

is unequivocal a.nd the strongest term that can be employed.rr25 

In connection with the statement given above, Doctor 

Wiley also gave a study of seven Greek words which have born 

23 
'vii ley, .2.12.• ~., PP• 488-9 • 

24 R. '1\ Williams, Sanctification (Kansas City,lviissouri: 
Beacon Hill Press, n.d.), PP• 12-13. 

25 s. J. Ga mertsfelder, Systematic Theology (Harris-
burg, Pennsylvania: Evangelical Publishing House, 1938) • 
P• 53'7. 
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out t he idea of eradication or t he complete removal of all 

sin. The following are these words wi th their meanings and 

at least one Scripture reference showing their use. 

Katharidzo, which means to make clean, or to cleanse 
inwardly and outwardly; to consecrate by cleansing or 
purifying; or to free from the defilement of sin. Some 
of the more prominent texts in which t his word is used 
are Acts 15:9, II Corinthians 7:1, Titus 2:14 and I John 
1:7. 

Closely related to this is t he word katargeo which 
signifies to annul, to a bolish, to put to an end, to 
cause to cease. Romans 6:6. 

The word ekkathairo means to cleanse out thoroughly, 
or to purge. I Corinthians 5:7, II Timothy 2:21 • 

.Anoth er strong term is ekrizoo which means to root 
out, to pluck up by the roots, and. , therefore, to eradi­
cate. Thus . the word eradicate appears in the original 
text but is veiled in the .t;nglish translation. Matthew 
15:13, I John 3:8. 

Perhaps the strong est term used in t hi s connection is 
stauroo, sometimes ana-stauroo or su-stauroo, which a ccord­
ing to Thayer means"tO t1cruci f y theflesh, destroy its 
power utterly (the na ture of the fi gure implying t ha t the 
des t ruction is attended wit h intense pain)." Galatians 
5:24. 

Closely related to the previous term is the word 
t hana too si gnifying to subdue, mortify or kill. Romans 
7:4a, 8:13. Here a s Thayer indicates, t h e word means 
"to mak e to die, t hat is destroy, render extinct" 
(something vigorous). 

The word luo i E someti.rne, s used in this connection also. 
As so used it means prima l'ily to loo s e or free from; but 
also to break up, to demolish or to de s troy. I John 3:8. 
A car eful study of the se terms s hould convince every 
earnest in~uirer that the Scriptures teach the complete 
cleansing of the heart from inbred sin--the utter de- ~ 
~ruction of the carnal mind.26 

It should be kept in mind tha t this carnal mind is not 

a physical entity, but rather a state or con dition of moral 

26 ·Vi ley, £12.• cit., pp. 489-91. 
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activity, a state of enmity against God. This act or puri­

ficat ion of t he heart from all sin has been d enoted the nega­

tive side of entire sanctification. However, the "work of 

entire sanctificat io n involves not only a separation from sin, 

but a separation to God.rr27 This side, t h e positive side of 

the one act, llli s been considered as perfect love. 

Perfect ~· This has also been called Christian 

per fection, and rightly so, even though it has often been 

misunderstood. 

The heart t ha t ha s been purified was purified _t ha t 

it s hould be filled with the love of God, lest it happ en to 

him a s Jesus indicated was t he case of one out of whom an 

unclean spirit lllid been driven. The unclean spirit, having 

f a iled to find. rest elsewhere, retllrned. t ·o f ind the hollse 

s wept and. garnished, that is, the man had f ailed to receive 

the g ift of the Holy Spirit, and so the unclean spirit took 

"seven other spi rits more evil than himself; and. they enter 

in an d. dwell t here: and the l a st state of the man becometh 

worse than the first.rr28 

Thus, Jesus, in the Sermon on the Mount, taug ht his 

27 

28 
~·, P• 491. 

Luke 11:23-26. 



disciples that t h ey were to go beyond the minimum req_uire­

ments of the law in manifesting their love toward mankind, 

and summed up this part of his discourse by commanding: 

"ye therefore shall be per feet, as your heavenly Father is 

perfect. n29 
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It should be again emphasized that Christian perfec-

tion is not ultimate perfection, or perfection in any sense 

other than tha t the Christian has been perfected in love so 

that, 

In the sense in vvhi ch he ( Wesleyj had. defined sin, 
this love expelled sin from the heart and life of those 
who received it. They did not commit sin. Sometimes, 
he says, they cannot commit sin, but in the great 
ma jority of instances in which he uses this expression, 
he is, of course, not denying their capacity but only 
stressing the steadiness of a will "uniformly devoted 
to God..n~O 

"Always he [ Vlesley] came back to that: the essence 

of perfection was love. n31 

Thus in answer to the q_uestion ''What love is this?" 

Wesley wrote in his !. Plain Account of Christian .Perfection, 

thus: "The loving of t he Lord our God with all our heart, 

mind, soul, and strength; and. the loving our nei ghbor, every 

29 
Ivia tt hew 5: 48. 

30 w. E. Sangster, The ~ to Perfection (New York: 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 1943), P• 80. 

31 Loc. cit. --
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man as omosel ves, as our own souls. n32 

Olshausen was ~uot ed by Doctor Wiley as having 

explained this love thus: 

The love of God is t he secret presence of God himself 
in our souls whilest in eterna l blessedness He gives 
Himself to His saints a s the Manifested one. Accordingly, 
the love of God is not the inward 15.fe of man in a state 
of exaltation, the life of feeling heightened in int~nsity, 
but it is a higher principle which has been grafted into 
man--The Holy Spirit. These words express the substantial 
cause, love the actual cause: but essentially they are 
the same, for the love of God cannot be regarded as 
separate from the essential being of God in the highest 
manifestation, that is the Holy Ghost. God's love is 
there only because God himself is, He is love, and does 
not have love as something in or beside himself.33 

Paul, in his first Corinthian epistle, indica ted a 

number of things which this love did not do and a number of 

things which it did do. On the negative side these things 

were: "vaunteth not itself. • • is not puffed up. • • not 

behave unseemly. • • seeketh not its own ••• is not pro-

voked ••• taketh not account of evil ••• rejoiceth not in 

unrighteousness.n34 

On the positive side these were: 11 suffereth long ••• 

is kind ••• rejoiceth with the truth ••• beareth all 

th~pgs ••• hopeth all thing s ••• endureth all things ••• 

32 

33 

34 

Wesley, .2.12.• cit., p. 73. 

Wiley, .££..· cit., p. 445. 

I Corinthians 13:4-8. 
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love never faileth.rr35 While this last one was stated with 

the negative adverb, it is certainly yet positive. 

Thus there has been seen in entire sanctifi.cation a 

contrast between a cleansing from all sin, or perfect purity, 

and Christian perfection or perfect love. But there is a 

narrower contrast within the nature of holiness itself. 

Thus one theologian has said: 

Entire sanctification is something more than either 
purity or perfect love. Neither of these in the strict­
est sense of the word is holiness. Holiness consists in 
the unity of these two aspects of expel~ ience •••• 
Holiness in man is the same as holiness in God as to 
quality, but with this di f ference, the former is derived 
while the latter is absolute •••• holiness logically 
precedes and must b e regarded as the peculiar quality 
of that nature out of which love flows. Now it will be 
seen that there is here a narrower contrast existing in 
holiness itself; and this is best expressed in the words 
applied to Jesus, ~ hast lovedrighteousness, and 
hated iniq_ui ty ('He b. l:§'"f:- Pux·i ty and love a1~e thus 
combined in a deeper, underlying na ture, which does not 
so much appear to indicate any particular virtue, nor 
all of the virtues combined, as it does the recoil of a 
pure soul from sin, and a love to righteousness, indica­
tive of a nature in perfect harmony with itself~36 

Therefore, entire sanctification has included not only 

heart purity and perfect love, but holiness included these 

both in a de eper na tur·e "so completely renovated and adjusted 

by the work of the Spirit that its expression is · a love for 

35 
Loc. cit. --

36 Wi 1 ey, ~. cit • , p p • 4 91-2 • 
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righteousness and hatred of .iniq_ui ty.u37 

III • . AGENT OF ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION 

God ha s employed a number of means or agencies in ac-

complishing the entire sanctification of th~ believer. 

Doctor Gamertsfelder saw three such causes,38 while Doctor 

Wiley, in a more complete analysis, listed five causes.39 

Only two of these have been given more complete considera-

tion in this study. 

The originatinE cause is the love of God,40 as seen 

in I John 4:10. "Herein is love, not that we loved God, 

but tha t he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propiation 

for our sins. n 

The meritorious cause or procuring cause is Christ 

and his shed blood., 41 according to I John 1:7, where it was 

said tha t 11 If we walk in the lig ht, as he is in the li ght, 

we have fello wship one with anot her, a nd the blood of Jesus 

his Son cleanseth us from all sin.n 

37 
Ibid. , p • 4 94 • 

3@ 
Gamertsfelder, ££· ~., p. 538-9. 

39 
Wiley,~· cit., PP• 478-9. 

40 

41 
Loc. cit. Of. Daniel Steele, The Gosp el of the 

Comforter (Chicago: The Christian '1;{1 tness Co., 1917}, P• 118. 
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Not only justification, but the whole redemption of 

man is possible only through Jesus and the sacrifice that He 

accomplished for man, in that he was "made unto us wisdom 

from God, and righteousness, and sanctification , and redemp­

tion."42 11 The Son's work is external ••• sanctifies pro­

visionally, n 43 that is, He has made it possible for every 

believer to be sanctified entirely. 

However, there is another way in which Jesus has to 

be regarded as the agent of sanctification, for it was Jesus 

who gave the bapt ism with the Holy Spirit. This was the 

promise uttered by John tha t nhe [Jesus] shall baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit . 1144 On the clay of ? enteco s t, Peter 

gave t his interpreta tion of the day's events: 

This Jesus did God raise up, whereof we all are 
witnesses. Being therefore by the right hand of God 
exalted, and having received of the Father t he promise 
of the Holy Spirit, he ha th poured forth t hi s which 
ye see and hear.45 

As one writer has pointed out, it is rrnot the baptism 

of the Holy Ghost, but the bap tism with the Holy Ghost ••• • 

The gift of t he Holy Ghost can not be imparted until Jesus 

42 

43 

44 

45 

I Corinthians 1:30 . 

Steele, 1££• ~· 

Mark 1:8. 

Acts 2:32-33. Cf. Acts 1:4, 5. 
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is recognized as its source.n46 Jesus has supplied both the 

medium f or and t h e a g ent of entire sanctification.47 

The efficient cause or working agent is the Holy 

Spirit. 48 Thus a s Paul sai d , "God chose you from the begin­

ning unto salvation in sanctification of the Spiri t.rr49 

While Jesus made provision for sanctification, it is the 

Holy Spirit who actually sanctified the b eliever in an appli­

cation of "the purifying medium, His (Jesus 'J own shed blood. n50 

Thus sanctification has been accomplished b~: the 

reception of the Holy Spirit in this bap tism, or "whoever is 

sanctified wholly bas the baptism with the Holy Ghost; whoever 

ha s the bap tism with the Holy Ghost is sanctified wholly. It 

is the bap tism with the Holy Ghost that sanctifies wholly.n51 

The instrumental cause was g iven by one writer as 

truth,52 while another saw it as holy love.53 The former 

46 s. D. Keen, Pentecostal Papers (Cincinnati, Ohio: 
M. \1. Knapp, 1896), pp. 186-7. 

47 Steele, .9.J2.• cit., p. 119. 

48 

49 

50 

51 

(Chicago: 
52 

53 

VViley, .2.12.• cit., p. 478. 

II Thessalonians 2:13. 

Steele, 12..£• cit •. 

c. w. Ruth, Entire Sanctification A Second Blessing 
The Christian Witness Co., 1903), P• 52 •. 

Wiley, loc. cit. 

Gamertsfelder, loc. cit. 
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cited John 17:17, HSanctify them through the truth: thy word 

is truth," as illustrative of this fact while the latter saw 

I John 4:18, ''There is no fear in love: but perfect love 

casteth out fear, because fear hath punishment; and he that 

feareth is not made perfect in love," as his authority. It 

has appeared, to this writer, that this is not contradictory, 

but that one has given the primary cause while the other is 

rather the secondary cause. Thus love, as the primary cause, 

would be as the ability and motivation of a surgeon while 

truth, as a secondary cause, would be as the knife of the 

surgeon. 

The conditional cause is faith.54 This was given by 

Peter and Paul when they said that God "put no distinction 

between us and them, cleansing their hearts by fait~' and 

"that they may receive remission of sins and an inheritance 

among them that are sanctified. by faith in me.n55 

From these causes it has ap p eared that the Holy Spirit 

really is the agent of entire sanctification. The other 

causes should. not be considered unimportant for they are all 

necessary, but through the Holy Spirit the divine desire and 

provision was brought and applied. to the human need as the 

54 

55 
Wiley, Q£• ~., P• 479. 

Acts 15:9; 26:18. 



conditions were met. 

Thus it may be said tt~t entir e sanctification was 

originated by God, provided for by the Son, and is applied 

by the Holy Spirit through holy love and the truth as the 

individual receives it by faith. The Holy Spirit is thus 

central not only a s a cause, but as the One who applies to 

man tha t vvhich God has provided. 

IV. PURPOSE OF ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION 

Bishop Foster was quoted to have said: 
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I¥Ioti ves to holiness! Where sball we go not to find 
them? What direction sball we take to elude t hem? Are 
they not everywhere? ••• A million arguments commend 
it to us, a million voices urge it upon us. n56 

Indeed there are many purposes for entire sanctifica-

tion. The writer who qu oted Bishop Foster above, listed 

about twenty different reasons in answer to the question, 

"Why should every Christian possess perfect love? 11 57 

Another one listed four general reasons; 58 while a third 

t f . 50 writer saw it as the essential qualifica ion or serv1ce; J 

56 
J. A. ~iood, Perfect ~ (revised edition, n • .I?.•, 

n. _2;.), p. 176. 

57 ~., pp. 170-77. 

' 58 

59 
Keen, ~· cit., pp. 78-87. 

c. 
The Christian 

w. Ruth, The Pentecostal Experience (Chicago: 
vitness Co., 1909), .PP• 61-64. 



and yet another wrote an entire book on it as ~ Better 

WaY:, • 60 

Briefly, this writer has felt tha t t h e purpose of 

entire sanctification has fallen into three categories. 

76 

The first of these was that the Christian can be what 

he should be according t .o the Scriptures. 

How many t hi ng s t he child of G·od is comma nded to be! 
11Be gentle, 11 "be patient, 11 "be meek ," and so on. Let 
one read the New Te stament throug h, noting the t hings he 
is commanded to be, and. h e will have a catalogue of 11Be' s 11 

almost appalling . He will si gh, "Who is sufficient for 
~h~s~ t~ing s?" Surely no one, unless filled with the 
Splrl t. 

The second. purpose for entire sanctification was the 

dema nds of Christian service. God ha s first demanded of His 

people to b e holy, but t tds holiness was to be followed by 

works. Thus Paul said to Titus (2:14) that Christ gave him-

self for ma n 11 that he mig ht redeem us f rom all ini g_uity, and 

purify unto hims el f a people f or hi s own posse s sion, zealous 

of good works.il So also Jesus, before his ascension, command­

ed his disci ples that they should evan gelize the whole world.62 

In describing the Christian' s warfare, Paul indicated t ha t the 

60 
B. Carrad.ine, The Better vfaY:, (Cincinnati, Ohio: 

M. w. Knapp, 1896), 193pp:--

61 
Keen, ££• £!!., p. 81. 

62 
Matthew 28:19-20. 
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battle was against spiritual forces and demanded spiritual 

weapons. 63 In order to, then, do the work and fight the 

war of a Christian, one must have this spiritual preparation, 

to make him a "spiritual 11 man, clean and holy tha t he can say 

of the enemy, 11He hath nothing in me.n64 

The third and most imperative purpose, to this writer, 

was that man might see God, or gain an entrance into heaven. 

The writer of the Hebrew epistle called it nthe sanctifica­

tion without which no man can see the Lord. n 65 Jesus, him-

self, said, nBlessed are the pure in heart: for they shall 

see God.n66 The logical .inference from this is that only 

the "pure in heart 11 will be able to see God.67 

In view of this fact, tha t sanctification is necessary 

to see God, and t hat one's soul is worth more than the whole 

world,68 entire sanctification has become very imperative 

for every one, in orcter to 11 fle e the wra th to come. rl 

tural? 
1946)' 

63 

64 

65 

66 

67 

Ephesians 6:10-18. 

John 14:30. 

Hebrews 12:14. 

Matthew 5:8. 

George A. Turner, Is Entire ~anctificat~on ~crin~ 4 (Unpublished Doctor's dissertat~on, Harvaru Un1vers1uy, 
(Mimeographed), P• 110. 
68 Mark 8:36. 



CHAPTER IV 

P~LATION OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS 

TO ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION 

Careful consideration has shovn that the Christian can 

be in three possible positions or relationships as far as 

spiritual gifts and entire sanctification are concerned. 

Thus a Christian mig ht have the spiritual gifts without 

entire sanctification; or he rr~ ght have entire sanctification 

~ spiritual gifts; or he might have entire sanctification 

without spiritual gifts. Someone might say that a fourth 

possible combination would be to have spiritual gifts with 

entire sanctification, but this has received sufficient 

consideration under the second combination given above. 

Another possibility is that a Christian mi ght have neither 

spiritual gifts nor entire sanctification. This possibility, 

however, lies outside the scope of this paper. 

I. SPIRITUAL GIFTS WITHOUT ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION 

Since, as it has been seen, the spiritual gifts are 

given by the Holy Spirit, "as he vvills, 11 1 and that the Holy 

1 
C f. ant e , p • 15 • -
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Spirit is the working agent of entire sanctification,2 one 

might ask: 11 Is it possible to have the gifts without entire 

sanctification?" A study of the Scriptures has revealed 

that it is not only possible, but it has been an actuality. 

Thus when .Paul was informing the Corinthians about 

the spiritual gifts, he wrote in a manner suggesting tha t 

while they had spiritual gifts they did not have the greatest 

gift, tha t is, the gift of the Holy Spirit in entire sanctifi-

cation. Having given some consideration to the gifts, he 

said to t hem, 11 Desire earnestly the greater gifts. And more­

over a most excellent way I sho w unto you. 11 3 Then, after a 

presentation of the importance, t h e ability, and the permanence 

of love, he said to them, 11 Follow after love, rr4 sugg esting 

t ha t t his should have been their greatest concern rather than 

to have s ought spiritual gifts. 

However Paul was even more definite in the earlier 

part of t his srune letter. He maintained that the jealousy 

and. strife among them was evidence thaJG t lley were yet carnal, 5 

2 
Cf. ~' p. 72. 

3 
Bible. English. 

The Hol\ Bible (New York: · 
r-Gorin h~ans 12:31. 

1901. Arnerican Standard Edition., 
Thoma s Nelson & Sons, n.d.), 

4 I Corinthians 14:1. 

5 I Corinthians 3:1-3. 
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that is, not yet sanctified. From a study of the whole I 

Corinthian epistle it has become very evident that these 

people had numerous difficulties; for example, some claimed 

to follow Paul, others il.pollos, others Cephas; 0 terrible 

fornication tolerated among the believers;? lawsuits between 

brethren and these before the civil courts;S the terrible 

abuse of the Lord's Supper.9 

It should be pointed out again, all these conditions 

were found existent among the belie~ing group, about whom Paul 

said, "I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, 

but as unto carnal, as unto babes in Christ.nlO 

Thus having seen tha t it is possible to have spiritual 

gifts without sanctification, the q_uestion would arise, rrHow 

did this work out in the life of this church?" 

It has been indicated previously,ll that the gifts, as 

these people had them, were the cause of difficulty, that is, 

some were jealous of others because these had more spectacular 

6 
I Corinthians 1:12; 3:4. 

7 I Corinthians 5:1-13. 

8 
I Corinthians 6:1-8. 

9 
I Corinthians 11:17-22. 

10 I Corinthians 3:1. 

ll Cf. ~' pp. 44, 51. 
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gifts, while the ot1ers became proud and thought themselves 

self-sufficient because they had this particular gift • 

.Another difficulty which Paul pointed out, at lea st indirectly, 

was that while these. people should rather have sought the 

greater gifts,l2 t hey were seeking the le s ser gifts, in fact 

he had to command them rather to seek the greater gifts. 

It mig ht be conceived that the gifts can be used with-

out entire sanctifica tion, but from this study it has appear-

ed that sooner or later such conditions wo uld give rise to 

difficulties because the people could not do everythin~ in 

love since they had not been perfected in love. 

Paul summed up this relationship in these words: 

If I speak with the tongues of men and of ang els, but 
have not love, I am become sounding brass, or a clanging 
cymbal. .And if I have the ·gift of prophecy, and k.now all 
mysteries and all knowledge; ar.1 d if I have all fai t h, so 
a s to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing • 
. And if I bestow all my goods to feed. t he poor, and if I 
give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profi teth 
me nothing . 23 · · 

II. ENTIRE SANCTIFICATI ON ITH SP I RITUAL GT FTS 

Having seen the undesirableness of spiritua l gifts 

without entire sanctifica tion, entire sanctification with 

12 
I Corinthians 12:31; 14:1, 12. 

13 I Corinthians 13:1-3. 
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spiritual gifts certainly would appear as a better condition 

to be desired in any church. 

The believer who has been sanctified also could act 

always in perfect love as Paul commanded the Corinthians when 

he said "Let all that ye do be done in love. rT14 He could 

thus avoid many of the pitfalls, on his part at least, which 

would confront the carnal man. Just as one would feel more 

secure to see a gun in the hands of a law-abi ding citizen 

than in the hands of a lawless person, so the spiritual gifts 

can better be entrusted to those from whom the "mind of the 

flesh, rr "liVhich is 11 enmi ty against God, rtl5 has been removed. 

Paul explained to the Ephesians that the gifts were 

"for the p erfecting of t he saints, unto the work of minister­

ing , unto the building up of the body of Christ, rtl6 and he 

had cornma_ ded the Corinthians that since they were zealous 

for spiritual g ifts, they were to seek that they might serve 

to the edifying of the church, and again, "Let all things be 

done unto edifying . 11 17 Paul insisted that the person wholly 

sanctified would be more apt to realize that everything he 

14 

15 

16 

I Corinthians 16:14. 

Romans 8: 7a. 

Ephesians 4:12. Cf. ante, PP• 40 ff. 

17 I Corinthians 14:12, 26. 
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had, he had r eceived, 18 and conseq_uen tly would not b e puf'f ed 

up a s the ca rna l Corinthians wer·e. Thi s condi t ion rests upon 

t h e fact tha t love ha s no desire or pleasure in evil, while 

it r ejoices with the truth .l9 Paul's de scription of what 

love doe s and does not do ha s great bearing on the proper 

relation of entire sanctifica tion and spiritua l gifts. Thus 

Paul wrote to Corinth: 

Love suffereth long , ~ is ki nd; love envi eth not; 
love vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up , doth not 
behav e itself unseemly, seek eth not its own, i s not 
provoked, taketh no account of evil; rejoiceth not in 
un r i ght eousness, but rejoiceth wit h the truth; beareth 
all t hi ng s, beli evetfr0a ll t h ings , ho pe t h all t hi ng s, 
endureth all thing s. 

Thu s entire sa ncti f ica tion with spiritua l gift s is 

seen as t he idea l for s ervi c e in the Christian Church. 

As indicated earlier , anotner combinati on might have 

been ITspiritual gi f ts with entire sanctifica tion . 11 This, 

however , would in a mea s ure be just a reversa l of terms, but 

worse yet, it mi g h t also sugges t just what Paul had to comba t 

at Corinth, t ha t is, t ha t entire sanctifica tion was considered 

to be of less value and of less importance tha n the spiritual 

gifts. This would giv e ris e to a seeking a fter gifts to the 

18 
I Cori n t hians 4:7. 

19 
I Corin t hi a ns 13:6. 

20 I Corinthians 13:4-7. 
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to the neglect of following after love, which consists in the 

receiving of the Holy Spirit hims elf. 

III. ENTIRE SANCTIFICAT ION WPrHOUT SPI RITuAL GIFTS 

"The highe::::t gift provided for and promised to the 

c hild of God under the atonement is the gift of the Holy 

Ghost.rr2l It has already been pointed out that t hi s was "the 

sanctification without which no man shall see the Lord. 11 22 

In t his same idea Paul had. written to another church t ha t 

11 God has not called us for uncleanness, but in holiness, so 

that he who rejects t his is not rejecting man, but the God 

who gave you his Holy Spirit.rr23 It is not "the will of your 

]'ather who is in heaven, that one of these little ones should. 

perish,n24 but ntnis is the will of God., even your sanctifica-

tion. "25 

In the light of this emphasis, it should be called. to 

21 ( s. A. Keen, Pentecostal Papers Cincinnati, Ohio: 
M. W. Knapp, 1896), P• 33. 

22 Hebrews 12:14. 
23 Bible. English. 1924. Helen B. Montgomery, 

translator The New Testament in Ivlod.ern English (Philadelphia: 
The Judson'Press:-1949), I Thessalonians 4:7-8. 

24 

25 
A. S. v., Matthew 18:14. 

I Thessalonians 4:3. 
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mind again that the Holy Spirit distributes t he spiritual 

gifts even as He wills. 26 Thus, even if one sought any parti­

cular gift, he could not be certain to receive it, unless the 

Spirit so willed it. On the other hand, it ha s been shown 

from the Scriptures ~uoted above that God has willed sancti­

fica tion for the believer, and, a s previously i ndicated, has 

made provi~ion f or this sanctification.27 Thus God could 

not properly re~uire man to possess any or all of the spiritual 

gifts, except as He willed it, but lie could and does require 

entire sanctific a tion of all since He has willed it and has 

ma d e provision for it. Therefore, the Christian's greatest 

striving should be to receive the g ift of the Holy Spirit, and 

then let Him bestow any gifts tha t He wills. He should always 

be satisfie.d with "God alone" since it is the only requirement 

for heaven, a nd count t h e spiritual gifts only a s added 

blessing s for Christian service. Paul said in I Corinthians 

13: 8 tha t the gifts, naming three of them, would pass away while 

"Love never faileth. 11 

26 

27 

I Corinthians 1 2 :11. 

Cf. a nte, pp. ?0-71. 

Cf. ante, pp. 45 ff. 



CHAPTER V 

SUM1vL4.RY AND CONCLUSIONS 

I • SUliiilvJ.ARY 

It was seen that the Holy Spirit was the giver or 

administrator of the spiritual gifts. 

These gifts were given for t he edification or the 

perfecting of the Church f or its ministry, in which perfect­

ing , the edification of the indivi dual in the public s ervice 

was to be made subservient to the edification of the Church. 

Although the gifts might be grouped into several 

large classes, there wa s a definite diversity or variety, not 

only exis tent, bu t a lso necessary, so that t he Church could 

fulfill the various functions necessary for its perfection 

and. its ministry. 

The basis upon which these gifts were distributed was 

discovered to be according to the will of the Holy Spirit. 

Paul commanded the seeking of gifts, but it was always 

for the greater gifts, while he discourag ed the use of the 

lesser gifts, in particular, sp eaking in tongu es. Paul gave 

no a ssurance t ha t a g ift would be giv en just because it wa s 

so ught . 

No matter what g ift it was, it was to be used f or 
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edification and in a decent and orderly manner. 

It was seen t llli t God made a definite di s tinction be­

tw een the various gifts. Paul further clarified this dis­

tinction by a comparison of the g ift of prophecy with speaking 

in tongues, showing that the former was of greater value both 

to the Church and to the outsider who might come into their 

meeting. 

According to the Wesleyan doctrine of en tire sanctifi­

cation, t his experience is only for the believer or born­

again Christian. ~Vhile there was a gradualness before and 

afte~, entire sanctification was essentially a crisis ex­

perience consisting in a cleansing from all sin, specifically 

inherited depravity, and a perfection in love, both effected 

through the baptism with the Holy Spirit, which may be taken 

as another name for this experience. 

The purpose for entire sanctification was seen in what 

the Christian was to be and to do, but as most important, the 

only condition which would prepare him to s ee God. 

II. CONCLUSIONS 

It was seen that while it was possible to have spiritual 

g ifts without entire sanctificat ion, this was not the most 

desirable condition because it often caused difficulty instead 

of edification. 



Entire sanctification with spiritual gifts was seen 

as the best condition to have in the Church for the v\0 rk 

that it had to perform. 

Entire sanctification without spiritual gifts was 

seen as the extremity of individual commitment, that is, 

being satisfied with the fullness of the Holy Spirit 

flimself~ and lea ving to His sovereign will the distribu-

tion of His gifts. Entire sanctification was seen as the 

greater need since God had ldlled it for all believers, 

and it was the necessary preparation for seeing God. On 

88 

the other hand, the Holy Spirit gave the gifts as He willed, 

and therefore these were not demanded for salvation, but 

nevertheless necessary for the largest possible service. 

III. SUGGESTIONS FOR ~~RTHER STUDY 

The spiritual gifts need fLl rther examination to se e 

the full extent of their place in the :New Testament, not only 
( 

the specific teaching given, but also their actual use in the 

early Christian Church. 

Some of the gifts probably should be co mbined as aspects 

of the same gift in its different functions. The attempt of 

Dr. Lightfoot in I Corinthians 12 mig ht be carried out in 

some measure with the two other references. 

Another study which has not received proper attention 

would be to see in what degree these gifts exist in the Church 

today, if they still exist. 
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A comparison of the gifts in the Old ~estament with 

those of the New Testament sho uld not only prove interesting, 

but also very instructive. This could be done both in the 

.teaching aspect a s well as in the practical field of t he 

whole Scripture. 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

A. BOOKS 

~ Analytical Greek Lexicon. New York: Harper & Brothers, 
n. d. 444 PP• 

Bible. English. 1901. American Standard Edition., The 
Holy Bible. New York: Thomas Nelson & Sons, n:-d. 

Bible. English. 1924. Helen Rarret Montgomery, trans., 
The New Testament in Modern English. Philadelphia: 
The Judson Press, 1949. 

Bible. English. 1946. Revised Standard Version. The New 
Testament of our Lord and' Savior, Jesus Chris-=r.- New 
York: ThomasN€hson & Sons, 1946. -

Bible. German. J{artin Lut her, trans., Die Bibel. Berlin: 
Britische und Auslandische Bibelgesellschaft, 1910. · 

Bible. Greek. 1898. D. Eberhard Nestle and D. Ervin 
Nestle, Novum Testamentum Graece. Stuttgart: Pri­
vilegierte Wurttembergische Bibelanstalt, 1948. 

Carradine, B., ~Better Way. Cincinnati, Ohio: lVI. W. 
Knapp, 1896. 193 PP• 

_______ , The Second Blessing in Symbol. Third edition; 
Chicago: The Christian Witness Co., 1893. 307 pp. 

Clark, Adam, The New Testament of Ou·r Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ with~ Commentary and Crit'ICal'Notes. New 
York: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, n. d. 

Dummelow, J. R., editor, A Commentary .2E. ~Holy Bible. New 
York: The MacMillan Company, 1944. 1092 pp. 

Gamertsfelder, J. s., Systematic Theology. 
Evangelical Publishing House, 1938. 

Harrisburg: 
619 pp. 

Glover, Robert H., ~ Progress o:f World-Wide Missions. New 
York: Harper & Brothers, 1939. 

Godbey, J . B., Bible Theology. 
Revivalist Office, 1911. 

Cincinnati, Ohio: 
418 PP• 

God's 



_______ , Spiritual Gifts and Graces. Cincinnati, Ohio: 
M. w. Knapp, 1895.83 pp. 

Keen, S. A., Faith Papers. Cincinnati, Ohio: Cranston & 
Curts, 1894. 144 pp. 

91 

____ , Pentecostal Papers or the Gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Cincinnati, Ohio: M.-w.~app;-1896:--190 pp. 

Machen, J. Gresham, ~ Testament Greek for Beginners. 
New York: The W~cMillan Company, 1947. 277 pp. 

Morgan, G. Campbell, The Corinthian Letters of Paul. New York: 
Fleming H. Revell Company, 1946. 275-pp:---

Neely, B. F., The Bible versus~ Tongues Theory. Revised 
edition; Kansas City, Missouri: Beacon Hill Press, 
1946. '72 PP• 

Ruth, c. W., Entire Sanctification~ Second Blessing . 
Chicago: The Christian Witness Co., 1903. 192 pp. 

____ , The Pentecostal .i!ixperience. Chicago: The Christian 
W i tn e s s Co • , 19 0 9 • 7 5 p p • 

Sangster, W. E., The Path to J?erfec tion. New York: Abingdon­
Cokes bury fress;-I943. 201 pp. 

Steele, Daniel, The Gospel of~ Comforter. Chicago: The 
Christian Witness Co., 1917. 371 pp. 

Thayer, Joseph Henry, A Greek~English Lexicon of the New 
Testament. Corrected e,di tion; New York: AmeriCan 
Book Company, 1889. '727 pp. 

W'esley, John, Plain Account of Christian Per•fection. Boston: 
McDonald, Gill & Co., n. d., 108 pp. 

viihedon, :U. D., Commentary .£!! the ~ Testament. New York: 
Phillips & Hunt, 1875. vol IV. 

Wiley, H. Orton, Christian Theology. Third @~ition; Kansas 
City, lvissouri: Beacon Hill P11 ess, 1947. 3 vols. 

Williams, R. T., Sanctification,~ Experience and the 
Ethics. Kansas City, Missouri: Beacon Hill Press, 
n. d. 96 PP• 



Wood, J. A., Per fect Love. Revised edition; n. p., n. d. 
331 PP• 

B. PERIODICAL ARTICLES 

92 

Muller, Edwin, "The Heartening Story of Our Only Two 'Ba sket 
Cases'," Reader's Digest, 55:6-9, October, 1949. 

Smith, Joseph H., "Is it God's will that anybody should be 
sick'?" Pentecostal Herald, 61:.16, November 22, 1950. 

C. ENCYCLOPEDIA ARTICLES 

Grieve, A. J., · "Charisma," Encyclopedia of Religion and 
Ethics. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1928. 
III, 368-372. 

D. UNPUBLISHED MATEHI .ALS 

Rose, Delbert hoy, "Prolegomena and Revelation.n Lecture 
notes; Western School of Evangelical Religion, Jennings 
Lodg e, Oregon, 1948. 

Turner, George Allen, nrs Entire Sanctification Scriptural?" 
Unpublished Doctor's dissertation, }furvard University, 
1946. lviimeographed. 


	Digital Commons @ George Fox University
	5-1-1951

	A New Testament Study of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit with Special Reference to the Wesleyan Doctrine of Entire Sanctification
	Oliver Raymond Ketterling
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1522881481.pdf.NbgnI

