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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

There has long existed a difference of opinion regard-
ing the relationship of the gifts of the Holy Spirit to His
work of entire sanctification in the heart of the Christian
believer. Some groups have tended to overrate the place of

gifts while others have seemingly rejected them altogether.
I. THE PROBLEM

Statement of the Problem. It was the purpose of this

study to examine or to discover the teaching of the New
Testament on the subject of the gifts of the Holy Spirit,
and, in the light of the Wesleyan interpretation of the doc-
trine of entire sanctification, attempt to discover the prop-

er relation between them.

Importance of the Study. At least one of the gifts

of the Holy Spirit has been set forth as the universal sign

of the baptismAwith the Holy Spirit,1 which effects entire

sanctification according to the Wesleyan view.,# Almost all

= B. F. Neely, The Bible Versus the Tongue§ Theory
(revised edition; Kansas City, lissouri: Beacon Hill Press,

1946), pe+ 13.
2 Ibide., DPp. 12=13.




evangelical bodies of Christianity have had their doctrine
of entire sanctification or at least of sanctification as a
work of the Holy Spirit. If the gifts of the Holy Spirit

have a significant relation o this sanctifying work of the
Holy Spirit, it is important for every Christian to be cog-

nizant of this relationship.
II. DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED

Gifts of the Holy Spirit. The Apostle Paul, in his

letter to the Church at Corinth, spoke of spiritual gifts
which were given by the Holy Spirit.® In this study these
two expressions, spiritual gifts and gifts of the Holy
Opirit, were considered as synonymous and therefore used
interchangeably.

By the gifts of the Holy Spirit has been meant the
supernatural endowments of the Holy Spirit, given for ser-
vice.? They are understood to be more than just the natur-
al abilities or even sanctified human powers. While the
spiritual giits are thus something more, they are yet con-

ceived as functioning through the natural powers. They are

£ Bible., Iinglish. 1901. American Standard Editions,
The Holy Bible (New York: Thomas Nelson and Sons, 1901),
I Corinthians l1l2:;1, 1l,
e H. Orton Wiley, Christian Theology (gansas Civy,
Beacon Hill Press, 1947), 1I, pp. 318-19.

Missouri:
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then to be considered as special endowments, created by the
Holy Spirit, with the Holy Spirit as the agent working

through them.

Entire Sanctification. While there are four® gener=

al positions concerning the interpretation of sanctifica-
tion, the title of this study has specified the VWesleyan in-
terpretation. Although the Wesleyan interpretation of this
important Seriptural doctrine is in agreement on several
major points with the other interpretations, this one stresses
several points which the others have missed in one way or an-
other, that is, entire sanctification is a second work of
grace and therefore subseguent to regeneration and is wrought
instantaneously in the heart of the believer when conditions
have been met, and consists in a complete cleansing from all
sin and a perfecting in the divine love.

Entire sanctification then "is that act of God, sub-
sequent to regeneration, by which believers are made free
from original sin, or depravity, and brought into a siate of

entire devotement to God, and the holy obedience of love made

1

perfect."6

5 1Ibid., p. 441.

S Ibid., ppe 466-7.




III. ASSUMPTIONS AND LIMITATIONS

Limitations of Previous Studies. llany have written

about spiritual gifts, and probably more about entire sanc-
tification, but very little has been said about the rela-
tionship, if there is any, existing between them. Some
writers have seen a definite relation between them, but have
failed to show how this relationship was discovered, while
others have unintentionally revealed that they had come to
thneir conclusion by false deductions. It has been the at-
tempt of this study to d;scover from the New Testament this

relationship by careful study of texts on spiritual gifts.

Delimiting the Problem. No attempt has been made in

this study to survey all the literature in the field for it
would have been neither practical nor possible. The main
field of investigation has been the New Testament record in
which are three principal references to the gifts and relat-
ed teaching. Some appeal was made to the personal experi-
ence of this writer and to the writings of others in this
field.

In presenting the Wesleyan doctrine of entire sanc-
tification it has not been considered necessary to give only
the view neld by John wWesley, but rather the view as develop-

ed by him and his followers. It is therefore the view of
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the wesleyan movement rather than just that of one man alone.
Even though there may have been minor differences within the
movement, yet there has been a general major agreement, es-

pecially on the vital essentials.

assumptions. Two basic assumptions have guided the

writer in this study. The one assumption was concerning the
right conception of the Bible, the other about the plan of

sglvatione.

Concerning the Holy Bible, it has been believed as
summed up in the following statement:

411 evangelical Christians of whatever denomination
claim that the Sceriptures are a divinely inspired revel-
ation from God, and as such they are to be accepted as
finally authoritative concerning all matters on which
they make deliverances. a. The 39 books of the 0ld
lestament are a true history of God's redemptive deal-
ings with men; they were written by Jews over a period
of 1000 or more years; and that these writers, from
Moses to lalachi, were inspired writers whose writings
are true and therefore are to be received as of Divine
authoritys b. It is further claimed that the 27 bcoks
of the New ‘estament are a faithful and true account of
the birth, life, teachings, death, resurrection and as-
cension of Jesus, the Divine Son of God, whose Incarna-
tion was for the purpose of bringing salvation to 2all
who receive Him as Saviour. c¢. The divinely chosen and
authorized apostle~disciples have rightly interpreted
Christ in the gospels and epistles, which are accredited
and authorized of God; and these records have been
faithfully transmitted to us and therefore are of su-
preme, universal and perpetual authority.

7 Delbert K. Rose, "Prolegomena and Revelation Lec-
ture Notes" (Western School of Lvangelical Religion, Fall 1948).
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For further clarification it should be kept in mind that it
has not been assumed that any translation as such is inspired,
and even though there are some difficulties caused by differ-
ences in the various extant manuscripts, the Bible as it is
today is yet authoritative.

It has further been assumed thet the Arminian-Wesley-
an position on the plan of salvation is the most consistent
and true interpretation of that plan as it is presented in
the Seriptures. While there has been much agreement within
the various interpretations, it is the coaviction of this
writer that this position, with its insistence on the free
will of man and the entire sanctification of the believer,
has given the best explanation of God's plan of redemption
for man. Other interpretations contain elements of the
truth, but as they have made use of certain false assumptions,
they have arrived at a system which is neither completely
true, not self-consistent.

While the wesleyan interpretation of the doctrine of
entire sanctification has been assumed, it was considered
necessary to review several of its distinctive points. This
presentation has not been made with the attempt %o establish
it. Rather, this presentation was made that the periptural
teaching about spiritual gifts could be more clearly seen in

the light of the doctrine of entire sanctification.



IV, LETHOD OF PROCEDURE AND SOURCES OF DATA

Library Procedure. The procedure for this study has

been through library research. The inductive method was used
in the Bible study. 4 considerable part of the Seripture
portions studied were translated by this investigator as an
aid to a better understanding of them. For the Greek words

and grammar recognized lexicons and grammars were used.

- Ihe Bible. The American Standard Edition of the Holy
Bible as revised in 1901 has been preferred for the Bible
study necessary in this research, and all gquotations were
taken from this, unless otherwise specified. Considerable
comparison was made between this and other American trans-~
lations for any help they might offer in clarifying the
thought of the portions studied. In this connection Luther's

translation of the Bible into the German wes also used.

Recent and Contemporary Writers. To support the find-

ings of the Bible study as well as to present the doctrine
of entire sanctification, recent and contemporary writers of
theological works have been consulted. In the former part
the authors used have not all been of the Wesleyan persua-
sion, but men who are generally recognized for their scholar-

ship and interpretation of the Scriptures.



CHAPTER II
SPIRITUAL GIFTS

the words, "spiritual" and "gifts," are the equiva-
lent of the two Greek words TV¥E UMaTLAFY and X‘pccpa re-
spectively. The anglicized form of the latter, that is,
charisma, has been mostly used by the theologians to des-
ignate this subject.

These two words were used together only oncel in
tne New Testament, though in another instance they were
used in a manner that suggested they are practically syn-

onymous as there used.?
I. NEW TESTAMENT USE OF THE TERM "CHARISMAM

This Greek word, "charisma,” in various case and
number forms, is found seventeen tim935 in the New Testa-

ment, and with only one exeeption,4 it was always used by

L Bible., English. 1901l. American Standard kdi-
tion., The Holy Bible (New York: Thomas Nelson & Son,
1901), Romans 1l:11.

2 I Gorinthians 12:1, 4, 31; 1l4:l.

9 Joseph H. Thayer, A Greek-English Lexicon (correct-
ed edition; New York: American Book Company, 1889), p. 667.

4 1 Peter 4:10.



Paul. 4According to one authority, charisma is used in a
general sense referring to the benefits of salvation and in
& special or technical sense of endowments for service in the

® Another writer lists eight different usages

Christian life.
though it would seem these were the sub-divisions under the
above classifications. This last presentation of the usage
of chnarisma is as follows: (l).natural gift of continence,
due to the grace of God as Creator, I Corinthians ey (2]

deliverance from great physical danger, II Corinthians 1:11;

(3) the gift of faith, knowledge, holiness, virtue, Romans

1:11; (4) the economy of divine grace, by which the pardon of
8in and eternal salvation is appointed to the sinner in con-
sideration of the merits of Christ laid hold of by faith,
Romans 5:15-16; 6:23; (5) the several blessings of the
Christian salvation, Romans 11:29; (6) in the teechnical Paul-

ine sense denoting "extraordinary powers, distinguishing

certain Christians and enabling them to serve the cihurch of

Christ, the reception of which is due to the power of divine

grace operating in their souls by the Holy Spirit," Homans

12:6; I Corinthians 1:7; 12:4, 31; I Peter 4:10; (7) gifts

of healings, I Corinthians 12:9, 28, 30; (8) "the sum of

. A. J. Grieve, "Charisma," Encyclopedia of Religion
and bthics (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1928), 1I1I,
368,
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those powers reguisite for the discharge of the office of

an evangelist,” I Timothy 4:14, II Timothy 1:6.°

A careful analysis of these uses would probably con-
firm the above definitions, although they might have been
combined into a few less classes. It is par ticularly in the
"technical Pauline sense" that theologians have used the term
"charisma"™ in their treatment of this subject. In one in-

stance Paul used gnother word for naming some of these gifts.7

II. OSCRIPTURE REFERENCES TO THE GIFTS

Since this part of the study has been about the
spiritual gifts in the technical sense given above, this list
of references is somewhat different from the list for the
charisma. The sections of the New Testament which have been
sources for information, as well as listing the gifts, were
Romans 12:6~8, I Corinthians 12:1-14:40, and Ephesians 4:7-

16; illuminstion was also received from several other

Seriptures.

The gifts listed. The aforementioned Scriptures have

recorded five different listings of the gifts, though they

were given on only three occasions and each time to a

Thayer, op. cit., pe. 667,

7
Cf. post, p. 12,
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different Church group.
In his letter to the Churcech at Rome, Paul mentioned

these seven gifts: prophecy, ministry, teaching, exhorta-

tion, giving, ruling, and showing mercy.8

It has seemed very apparent from a reading of the
I Corinthian letter, that in Corinth the church had difficul-
ties over the spiritual gifts and therefore had written to
Paul about this matter along with other questions.? Paul,
therefore, has given more detailed discussion to this
question in writing to the Corinthian church. In the course
of this discussion he gave three enumerations of gifts in
one chapter, with related instructions in the two following
chapters.

These three lists are as given below, and list nine,

eight, and seven gifts in the order presented.

1. Word of wisdom, word of knowledge, faith, gifts

of healings, working of miracles (powers), prophecy, dis-

cerning of spirits, kinds of tongues, interpretation of

10

tongues.

Romens 12:6-8.
9 I Corinthians 7:1.

10 1 Gorinthians 12:8-9.
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2. Apostles, prophets, teachers, miracles (powers),

gifts of healings, helps, governments, kinds of tongues.ll

3. Apostles, prophets, teachers, miracles (powers),

gifts of healings, tongues, interpretation.lz

The last 1list to be given here appears not under
charisma, but rather under ggggl(Séqu, but even a very
casual comparison with the charisma shows that these two
words were used practically as synonyms,15 at least in this

particular instance.

This list from the Ephesian letter indicates these

gifts: apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and

14

teachers.

A single reading of these lists has revealed that no
two lists are identieal, in fact only one gift, prophecy,

has been repeated every time.

Comparison or contrast of the lists. Had all these

five lists been identical, the task of this study would have

been considerably simplified; or if these could have been

11 I Corinthians 12:28.
12 71 Gorinthians 12:29-30.
13 Grieve, op. cit., 3:369.

14 Lphesians 4:11.



13
easily grouped into a few large classes, that would also have
simplified the task. Since the facts were otherwise the
number of gifts to be examined was too great to attempt a
detailed study of each one within the compass of the paper.

An examination and comparison of these lists has shown

that only one, prophecy, appeared in all five lists. Of the

others, teaching, appeared in four, while apostles, miracles,

gifts of healings, and kinds of tongues each were given three

times. Interpretation was mentioned twice while the follow=-

ing were mentioned only once each: helps, governments,

evangelists, ministry, exhortation, ruler, mercy, giving,

wisdom, knowledge, faith, discerning of spirits. If one

were a strict numerologist, he might have found an easier
solution by a study of the number of times the particular
gift was mentioned, but that would undoubtedly lead to some
conclusions contrary to the Bibliecal teaching. This elimi-
nation of duplication has, however, still left nineteen
various gifts. Possibly there could be some elimination by
combination if there was simply a usuage of different terms
for the same gift.

One recent, famous scholar has given an interesting

suggestion concerning a grouping of these gif ts. Doctor

Lightfoot has felt that the three lists in I Corinthians 12

Mgnswer to each other" where there is apparent difference.
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If the resder think that this is the best way of ex-
plaining these different gifts and offices, he will
adopt it; and he will in that case consider, 1. That
the word of doetrine or wisdom comes from the apostles.
2. The doctrine of knowledge, from the prophets. 3.
Faith, by means of the teachers, 4. That working of
miracles includes the gifts of healing. 5. That %o
prophecy, signifying preaching, which it frequently
does, helps is a parallel. ©o. That discernment of
spirits is the same with governments, which Dr. Lightfoot
supposes to imply a deep comprehensive, wise and prudent
mind. 7. 4s to the gift of tongues, there is no varia-
tion in either of the three places.+?

This certainly is a very suggestive possibility. If
this combination can be made, then it might also be possible
to incorporate the other two lists also. Since this is be-

yond the scope of this paper, no such attempt was made.
III. RELEVANT FACTS ABOUT THE GIFTS

Since this has been a New Testament study of the gifts
no attempt has been made to present all possible facts about
the gifts, but rather only such facts that were forcefully
presented in the sceriptures pertaining to them and therefore
are of importance for a right understanding of the gifts.
Because of the difficulties experienced by the Church at
Corinth, a greater portion of the teaching has been taken

from the Corinthian section referred to above.

15 Adam Clarke, The New Testament of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ with a Commentary and Critical Notes
(New York: abingdon-Cokesbury rPrecs, Ned.), Vole 1L, 263,
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The administrator of the gifts. The full name,

spiritual gifts, has probably already sugzested the answer

to the guestion "Who is the administrator of these gifts?™
However, a careful reading of I Corinthians 12:4-11 has
revealed very definitely that the Holy Spirit is this ad-
ministrator. In this section Paul has made such declara-
tions as: "Now there are diversities of gifts but the same
Spirit. . « But to each one is given the manifestation of
the Spirit... « o but all these worketh the one and the same
Spirit."16 v

The fourth verse, quoted above, is very closely con-
nected to verse three by the word now (Greek,sé), in which
verse Paul had declared concerning the Spirit that "No man
speaking in the Spirit of God saith, Jesus is anathema; and
no man can say, Jesus is Lord, but in the Holy Spirit."™ It
was concerning this same Spirit that Jesus had said a short
time before His cerucifixion,

But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto
you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which
proceedeth from the Father, he shall bear witness of me.
« o« « He shall glorify me: <for_he shall teke of mine,
and shall declare it unto you. "7

By a comparison of these two references 1t has

16
I Corinthians 12:4, 7, 1l.

17 John 15:26; 16:14.
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become evident that the same Holy Spirit who came to glorify
Jesus and as a Comforter for the disciples, also acts as the
executive of the Godheadl® in the administration of the

spiritual gifts here on earth.

An analysis of the gifts. As already indicated, an

analysis of the gifts has been a difficult task. However,
with the aid of the Scriptures cited previously and other
Scriptures, an attempt has been made to discover at least
some of the meaning or character of the spiritual gif ts.

The order in which these gifts have been presented is not to
be construed as the order of their importance, except as will

~be later specified under that heading.

Apostles. Probably the first thought that comes %o
the minds of many people upon hearing the word "apostle" is

that of the twelve disciples of Jesus, "whom he also named

apostles."l9 The word "apostle," is a derivation from the

Greek,’aﬂ"og‘)')\oj, whicech means "one sent as a messenger or

agent, the bearer of a commission."ao This idea was clearly

18 Wi 1 sti r (Kansas Cit
H. Orton Wiley, Christian Theology, (i Vs
Missouri: Beacon Hill Press, 1947), 11, 31b=6.

19 Luke 6:1%.

20 Tpe Analytical Greek Lexicon (lNew York:
& Brothers, n.ds), pe 47.

Harper




17
given in llark 3:14 where the writer said: "and he appointed
twelve, that they might be with him, and that he might send
them forth to preach."™ One writer has held that missionary
and apostle are synonymszl and another, "persons immediately
designated by Christ, and seat by him %o preach the Gospel
to all mankind."®® In simple words, an apostle is one with

a special call from God, sent to preach the Gospel.

Prophets. In two lists the next gift appears as
"prophecy™ while the last three speak of "prophets."” It has
appeared to this writer as very self-evident that basically
they are one, the former referring to the utterance itself,
the latter to the person who utters it. This word, too,
strikes a familiar chord in the ear of the Bible reader, but
possibly recalling only part of the work of the prophet. 1In

the 01d Testament the prophets came as spokesmen for Gmi,?‘5

but it has often seemed, to hear many people talk, as though
their work was only to prediet future events. This indeed

5 . . .
was an important phase of their message,“4 as is evidenced in

el Robert H. Glover, The Progress of World-Wide
Missions (New York: Harper & Brotners, 1939), p. Ll

%2 Glarke, op. Git., De 262.

& For example, Jeremiah 2:1,2.

24 yatthew 1:22,23; 2:14-15.



18
the New'Testament prophecy.25 However, they were also
spokesmen for God in a different sense. This Paul explained
as "he that prophesieth speaketh unto men edification, and
exhortation, and consolation."%® Therefore, the work of the
prophet has to be considered as including both elements, "to
foretell and forthtell." Kach of these functions was per-
formed in the New Testament .=’ It should be kept in mind
that the prophet spoke by revelation from God, 28

Lest this writer be misunderstood to mean that revela-

tion still continues today in the Biblical sense, the follow=-
ing quotation should be considered.

In the Seriptural sense revelation ceased with the
last apostle's writing of the last New Testament book,
and since that day silence has reigned as it did be=-
tween the 01ld and New Testaments. Ve _do affirm illumi-
nation upon revelation as continuous.

Christian propheéy, then should be understood to mean "the

faculty of teaching or expounding the Scriptures."5o

B0 jets 11:27-30; 21:10-11, cf. vss 27 If.

26 I Corinthians 14:3.
27 Acts 20:17-35.
28 I Corinthians 14:29-31.

&3 Delbert R. Rose, "Prolegomena and Reve}apion"
(lecture notes, Western School of Evangelical Religion, 1948).

p. 259. Dr. Clarke also gives

%0  Glarke, op. cit.
e ’this subject on Romans 12:6.

very worthwhile comments on
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Teacher. In this day of emphasis upon education
practically every responsible person, not only in this nation
but also in many others, has some idea of what a teacher is.
opecifically, the Christisn teacher was one "whose chief busi-
ness it was to instruct the people in the elements of the
Christian religion, and their duty to each other.m31

Two New Testament characters, who were teachers, Paul
and Barnabas, were also characterized as prophets.52 another
couple who apparently were laymen were privileged to be
"teachers™ of one who was an evangelist.35

If he were permitted to prefix the word "some" this
writer would agree with the staterent that "The Sunday-
sechool teachers of the present day are, we think, Jjustly
entitled to be held their frue successors."?% But they are

not to be considered as the only teachers.

In bphesians 4:11; Paul linked pastors and teachers

together. when Jesus met his disciples one morning after

his resurrection and asked Peter three times about the

= Ibid., p. 202.

32‘ ACTJS 15310
55 Lets 18:25-28.

34 :
D. D. Whedon, Commentary on the New Testament,
(New York: Phillips & Hunt, 18757, IV, p.268.
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latter's devotion or love for him, Jesus said to Peter the
second time, "Tend my sheep."55 The Greek of the word tend
is fromflecpa Ly W, which means, in a literal interpretation,
"to feed, pasture, tend a flock."® This word is derived from
ﬂol,ﬂ{l, meaning "one who tends flocks or herds, a shepherd,
herdsman,”57 which is the word Paul used in "pastors and
teachers.” This is very suggestive of the work of this office
or gift, that is of feeding and tending the flock of God.

They are to be fed in the "green pastures" of correct doc-
trine, and tended that they do not stray "into the valley"

of false doctrines and heresies.

Miracles. This word, "miracles," suggests immediate-
ly the many marvelous works that Jesus did in his work of
healing while he was also teaching. However, this is

"literally, the in-working (by God in the man) of Eowers,"58

though it might yet mean miracles. ZProbably the best
commentary found was this: "Super-natural things, a gift

enabling those who receive it to do things that are entirely

John 21:16.
36  he Analyticsl Greek Lexicon, op. Cit., p. 333.

37

Loce. cite

P

58 jinedon, op. Cites Do 92
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"5 One writer thought it to "signify those

supernatural.
powers- by which they were enabled at particular times to work
miraculously on others; ejecting demons, infliceting punish-
ments or judgments."éo dnother writer has atitributed the
"falling and jerking, floundering and leaping, character-
‘istic of the Caneridge Camp-meeting, Bourbon County, Kentucky"
to thie power.41 His description of what happened and why

it happened was the best this writer has heard or read in his

limited study, though he would want to give 1t furtiher study

before giving unreserved endorsement.

Healings. The full title applied here was gifts of
hezlings. One author starts out with this clear statement:
"That literally means making sick people well, a definite
gift."42 In spite of false teaching and false practice
claiming to be healing by God, it must be maintained that
God not only can, but also does sometimes heal instantly

even to this day. This writer is acquainted with a Tfew

& G. Campbell Morgan, The Corinthisn Letters of
Paul (New York: TFleming H. Revell Company, 1946), p. 153.

40 Gclarke, op. cite, De 259.

41 W. B. Godbey, Bible Theology (Cincinnati, Ohio:
God's Revivalist Office, 1911), p. 1l74. Read ppe. 171-77.

42

liorgan, loc. Cit.



22
persons who have been healed through their own feith in God
unaided by other people directly, and with others who have
been instrumental in the healing of the sick other than them-
selves. The apostle James has given the following instruc-
tions:

Is any among you sick? let him call for the elders
of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing
him with oil in the name of the Lord: _and the prayer
of faith shall save him that is sick.43

On the other side of this question, one recent writer
said: "Beware of the heresy that teaches that healing is
for everybody and at all times, like salvation."4¢ In an-
swer to the question, "Is it God's will that anybody should
be sick?" is the following pertinent answer.

It is recorded in his Book thet he, [God], has some=-
times judicially willed to afflict some sinners with
blindness, some with leprosy, and some with fatal
poisonings as of serpents' bites. He had left also
admonitions to his people that for violations of his law
he would afflict them with the diseases of the heathens.
Besides sickness thus as a penalty, his permissive will
allowed such a faithful minister like Epaphroditus to
be sick nigh unto death. 4And the church is enjoined to
honor such, for his sickness had resulted from his zeal
with exgosure and perhaps overwork in the service of
Christ.49

o James 5:14-15a.

44 Godbey, ope. Gite, Do 169,

s Joseph H. Smith, "Is it God's will that anybody
should be sicke™ Pentecostal Hersld, 61:16, November 22, 1950.
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God has nowhere in his Holy Word promised to always
heal the New Testament believers.
When seeking healing, "we are to BELIEVE THAT HE
DOETH IT, and keep our faith in the present tense, till we
know it is done."™® This faith for healing, whether personal
or of another, must be recognized as a gift of the Holy -

Spirit.27

Helps. Thig Greek word, here translated "helps,"
occeurs only once in the New Testament, and it is therefore sa
difficult task to interpret it. One lexicographer gives its
meaning as "aids, help. o o the ministrations of the deacons,

who have care of the poor and the siek, ™48

Governments. The word "governments™ also appeared

only once in the New Testament. It has been taken to mean

"those who steer, those who pilot, those who direct. "4

This would suggest the efficiency and tact with which some

persons are able to give effective leadership.

Tongues. The gift of tongues has probably celaimed

46 .

° Godbey, op. Git., D. 166.
4 Loce. cite
48 Thayer, Ope Cito, Do 50,
49

Morgan, QE- Cit.’ Pe 1600
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the greatest amount of discussion and attention of all the
gifts. The gift of healings might come quite near to it in
the attention it has claimed,

Including one disputed passage, there are only three
books in the New Testament in whieh this gift is mentioned,
They are: Mark (the disputed one), Acts, and I Corinthians.
Because of the dispute over bMark 16:9-20, that portion will
not be considered here. If the other two sections cannot
glve sufficient light on the gift of tongues, this one will
not help at all.

Luke has recorded three instances in the book of the
acts when "tongues™ were given and exercised. These refer-
ences are found in chapters two, ten and nineteen. The
first occasion was on the day of Pentecost in connection
with the first outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon Christians.
The second instance occurred in the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit upon the first Gentile Christians. The third occur-
rence was with the receiving of the Holy Spirit by some
disciples of Jesus who had not until that time heard of the
giving of the Holy Spirit. This writer is in agreement with
the view that the gift of tongues was given as an inaugural

sign5o on the three different occasions. On the day of

50 B

Wiley, ope. cit., pe 31
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Pentecost, the gift of tongues symbolized the witnessing
that the disciples were to do. This idea was carried over
as a minor note into the other occasions where it was mani-
fested. The Gentiles were to bear witness too, but here the
emphasis was on the fact that the door of salvation was open
to the Gentiles since they had received the Holy Spirit the
gsame as the apostles on Pentecost.?L With the disciples at
Ephesus the witnessing element is present too, but the em=-
phasis was on the fact that the movement of John the Baptist
was not to remain independent but to lezd into the work of
Jesus and the baptism with the Holy Spirit.

A careful reading of I Corinthians 14 will reveal a
difference between this speaking in tongues and the "other
tongues" of Acts 2:4. The first point of difference is
shown in these two verses: "we hear them speaking in our
own tongues the mighty works of God," and "he that speaketh

in a tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God; for no

man understandeth."? While the English uses the words

Thegar" in one case and "understand™ in the other, they are

ik
Acts 10:47h.

52  .cts 2:11 and I Corinthians 14:2.
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both translations of the same word in Greek,h“bécd,55 which
has the primary meaning of "to hear; to hearken, listen to;"
then "to heed, obey; to understand.”"®® If one were to
transpose the two words as used in the bnglish, it would
serve to heighten the meaning of the first, and lessen the
meaning of the second,

A second difference was that the Corinthian type of
tongues needed an interpreter while the former did not. 'In
the verse from I Corinthians quoted above, Paul said no one
understood the tongues and later in the chapter gave very
specific orders that tongues wer e not to be used in the church
unless an interpreter was present.55

This brief consideration has shown that there was a
di fference between the tongues of acts 2:4 and of I Corinth-
ians 12 and 1l4. More will be said about the latter gift
under another topic.

About the modern "tongues movement,” this writer has

never heard people "speaki in tongues™ but he has witnessed
peor j¢ 2 _

2 D. Eberhard Nestle, and D. Erwin Nestle, Novum
Testamentum Graece (Stuttgart: Privilegierte Wurttemberg-
ische Bibelanstalt, 1948), Acts 2:11; I Corinthians 14:2.

% The analytical Greek Lexicon, 0op. Cit., p. 1ld.
55

I Corinthians 14:26-28.
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that often there is a spirit present among these people in
daily living which is not of the Holy Spirit, to whom they
ascribe their "gifts."56 The question of tongues had long
bothered him until an intensive study was nade of I Corinth-
ians 12-14, with a real desire to be convinced either way,
whichever was right. Because of this he has suggested the
same procedure to others, and recommended that they read a

little booklet entitled The Bible Versus the Tongues Theory.97

This has given the best explanation, in his estimation, of

what modern "tongues™ really are.

Interpretation of tongues. The usefulness of the

gift of "interpretation of tongues" was dependent upon the
presence or absence of tongues. The converse of this is
almost as true. The only difference would be that the one
who had a tongue would edify himself,98 while it would
appear doubtful that the gift of interpretation would edi-
fy any one without tongues to interpret. Paul indicated

that sometimes this gift was not present when tongues were,59

56 ; oy e -
B. F. Neely, The Bible Versus the Tongues Theory
(revised edition, Kansas City, bissourl: DBeacon 11 Press,

1946), pp. 41-49.

57 1Ibid., 72pp. This book is recommended by ReVe
kldon Fuhrman, a,genggal evangelist of the Evangelical United

Brethren Church.
58 I Corinthians 1l4:4.

59 I Corinthians 14:27-28.
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and therefore, if one could speak in a tongue he should pray

for the interpretation.®0

Lvangelists. The title of evangelist was applied to

"one of the seven" who were appointed to care for the daily
ﬁinistrations.al "Philip the evangelist™ was the one who
did considerable evangelizing.®? His work was taken as in-
dicative of the work of the evangelist, that is, preaching
the gospel. It would seem that even then it included the
idea of one who was not the regular pastor, but rather an
itinerant preacher, for Philip covered a considerable part
of Samaria, Judea and Galileé in the course of his evangeliz-
inge. ;

This word was used only three times in the New Testa-
ment, the first time as given above. The second use of this
word was in the Ephesian 4:11 list of the gifts, and the
third instance of its use was in II Timothy 4:5, where Paul
admonished Timothy to "do the work of an evangelist, fulfill
thy ministry.” .This work evidently included that work which

Paul had urged upon Timothy in a previous verse, having

oy I Corinthians 14:13.

6l Acts 6:1=6.

o2 Acts 21:8; 8:5-40.
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charged him to "Preach the word; be urgent in season, out of
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and
teaching."®® Paul's reason for this urgent charge has a very
modern application,.

For the time will come when they will not endure the
sound doctrine; but having itching ears, will heap to

themselves teachers after their own lusts; and will turn
aside unto fables.®

In the light of this Scripture and of present world
conditions, the work of the evangelist, the winning of souls

to Christ in every way possible has become extremely urgent.

Ministry. Because of the relationship of the words
a number of commentators have seen in the gift of "ministry"
a reference to such service as was rendered by the seven who
were appointed to make daily ministrations to the Grecian
widows.65 4 _

If this be the right interpretation, then the sugges-
tion of one scholar has a very pertinent place. These
ministers or deacons were not to give as from themselﬁes, but
rather,

They are to minister this Ermeans which God may have

°3 1T Timothy 4:2.
64 I Timothy 4:3-4.

65  Lcts 6:1-6.
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placed in their hands™] as coming immediately from God,
and lead the minds of the poor to consider h1m as their
benefactor, that he in all things ma glorlfled
through Christ Jesus. This is 1mnTT%d in the essence
of any charitable act: the actor is not the author,
God is the author; and the poor man should be taught to
consider him as his immediate benefactor,50

However, it has been the conviction of this writer
that the ministry has meant more than that. When the trouble
had arisen over the daily ministration, the twelve said to
the other disciples, "It is not fit that we should forsake
the word of God and minister [marginal reading] %o tables.

e o o But we will continue stedfastly in prayer, and in the
ministry of the word."®7 This reference has clearly in-
dicated that the ministry would include more than just "wait-
ing on tables." It would seem, rather, that the minisiry
wa s a service fendered by one person, or more particularly
by one Christian, to another person, whether he was a '
Christian or not, in the behalf of God. If the giving of
material aid was to be done in a manner that its doing
pointed the recipient %o God, this "ministry of the word"
should be done in like manner. It was God's word that was
ministered, which was a special revelation from God and of

such a character that man could not discover it by himself.

06
Clarke, Op. citey, Do 865,

o Acts 6:2,4.
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Exhortation. The gift of exhortation was one that

certainly would be recognized as a gift. The person with
this gift was one "who admonished and reprehended the unruly
and disorderly; and who supported the weak and comforted the
Penitents, and those who were under heaviness through mani-
fold temptations."8 To do this work effectively required
the ability to work with various types of personality. The

offenders should be corrected, but not in a mananer that would

offend unnecesgsarily and drive them away. The weak, the peni-

tent, the troubled all had to be managed in a way that would
comfort them, and yet, where necessary, in a way that it
would cause them to make any repentance needed, and to come to

a firm faith. It certainly was not a spectacular gift, but

one very essential for the growth of the Churech.

Giving. A% first thought it might seem that giving
was not a matter of a gift, but of what a person had to give.
But in tne light of Jesus' words it certainly was thus re-
garded, for ne had to give instruction on this matter.69

This gift might have par taken of the first part of the

l 1
"ministry," but the GreekuacrgﬁcSumLL, suggests rather a
"sharing," more the idea of one's own personal goods,70

8  Glarke, op. cit., p. 139.
69

Matthew 6:2-4.
70

Thayer, ope cit., p. 404.
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rathgr than just to distribute from a common supply. This
giving was more in the line of Acts 11:29, "And the disciples,
every man according to his ability, determined to send relief
[Greek, "for ministry"] unto the brethren that dwelt in
Judea.” This type of giving required more grace than the
giving of the deacons who may or may not have contributed to
the common store. This giving would be direct from the
"owner™ to the needy one and would more easily be an occasion

for pride. <Therefore, Paul commsnded such a one to give with

"liberality."’+

Ruler. A literal rendering of the word "ruler" would

be, "one having been set before," and means "to superintend,

preside over. « o & protector or guardian."72 From the

application of this title to Phoebe, who "hath been a helper
of many, and of mine own'self,"75 some have held this to

imply what might be called church hosts or receptionists in

following idea.

It might also imply the persons whose business it
was to receive and entertain the apostolical teachers
who travelled from place to place, establishing and
confirming the Churches. « . . The apostle directs

45 |

Romans 12:8.
72 . 4 g

Thayer, Ops cite., pe. 539,
73

Romans 16:2.
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thet this office should be executed with diligence, that
such destitute persons should have their necessities as
promptly and as amply supplied as possible.

This same writer has suggested that this is probably
used here to signify the reception of strangers, especially

those who had been persecuted and forced to leave their

homes without their goods.75

Mercy. The gift of mercy or showing merey might also

have been done in a hypoecritical or begrudging manner as the
giving wag often done. Therefore, Paul commanded that it

should be done "with cheerfulnecs."’® The one in need of

mercy or compassion would be miserable enough alréady without
naving to feel that others felt forced to help. "Let the

person who is called to perform any act of compassion or

mercy to the wretched do it, not grudgingly nor of necessity,

but from a spirit of pure benevolence and sympathy."77

Wisdom., It has been rather difficult to distinguish

between the gift of wisdom and that of knowledge, and yet

there must be such a distinction, else the Apostle would not

7
¢ Clarke, ope Gite., p. 139,
75 .
Loc. Cite.
6
Romans 12:8
7

Clarke, op. Cit., D. 139.
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have listed them separately as gifts to different persons.
It should be recalled that the full name applied was the
"word of wisdom."

Dr. Clarke considered that the word AdYesshould have
been rendered doctrine, both for this gift and the gift of

the "doctrine of knowledge. ™ 0

Some understanding of this gift may be gained by
reference to Paul's use of this same word, €0 ¢(Q,in speaking
of Christ and the plan of salvation.79 Thus Paul said that
"Christ crucified™ was "the power of God, and the wisdom of
God,”SO and again, "Christ Jesus, who was made unto us wisdom
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