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’ Yies Restha Mey Pennington,
830 S,E. Sellwood Blvd.,
Portland &, Oregon,

October 15, 1946.

Deaxr Bertha lMay:-=

Your letter, which you dated the L6bu. but wulch
was meoiled the l4th., has Jjust arrived, and I wien [ knew Just
whut to say in reply. I am not at all sure that we understand

bhe situation.

in the first place, 1 wish that you could velieve that

our greatest wish for you is your spirituel welfare., We have
never socught to sey or do anything that would harm you spiritu=-
ally or would interfere with your epiritual development. On the
other hand, we have tried to shield you from influences that were

) not wholesome, and from supposed friends whom we could not trust
but whom you have sometimes trusted, tc¢ your sorrow and disillu=-
sionment later. You have alwaye been inclined to doubt our judg-
ment in regard to these things, and have accepied the advice of
others, and both you and we have suffered for it latex.

Just why you have sov oflcn spoken against ue 1 have never
oeen able to understand, nor why, when you have found that we were
§ right and have promised never to talk against us again that you
have not kept that promise. I am sorry indeed that you have done
the same port of thing in connection with your relations with.
sume of the omnnyside Friends. 1 do not know whether you asked
forgiveness of thouse fulks in public or in private.

1 have no inclination to scold you, but if I could say
something that would help you, 1'G be more than glad to do it.
I do not know what mission it is that yocu are attending, nor
how goed it is for your health to take on that much extra. How
manly times has it been that you have broken down in health be-
cauce you did so many fhings cutlside ol your regudar Jub? e
are much interested in the mzintenance of ycur health, and have
geen you again and again disregard our advice as to rest and care
: of your heaith which you need, and have seen you lose your jobs
$ because you coula nul Keep Uy your wWork anu do all the other
things that ycu were determined to do. -

"e do not want in any way to even try tc prevent you
from anything that would be for ycur best interests, spiritually,
mentally, morally, socially, physically or in any other way. v
But we do long for spiritual, moral, social and physical stabil~
ity on your part. You ask us to forgive ycu, and drop the matter
snd not even talk about it. /s to the forgiveness, you have
thet, as you have been forgiven before. 1t hurts to know that
you have been talking about us again unfavorably, buil we are more
grieved for you then we are for ourselves. And I wish that we
could understand the matter more fuliy. 16 might help if we knew
who the fulks were who told you thnabt we woula noui like for you
to attend a mission service; to know the Sunnyside folks whose
forgiveness you felt that you must ask; what other things you

- said about us in addition to the statemeni that we would not
' want you bo attend a mission, and Liaings of, shat surt,

e 8 .~ You need, as it seems to me and to Mother tooy to learn
Bz it goide soberly and seriously, what you ought to dgc, and then




<.

do it, when it is hard to do ae well as when it is easy. I know
you do not like to talk about financial matters, but you attitude
in that matter is of a pilece with a nuwber of other things that
have brought grief to all of us., You've earned, in the aggregate,
thousande of dollare elnce you went tc work in Portland, You
have had nobody Lo support but yourself, and have had your bhoard
and reom provided in each job., Agaln and again you have said that
you were going to save your money. Bub you have gune right on
shending it, hundred dollurs after hundred dullurs, wiita nothing
to show for it, and not a cent lald up for a ralny day until re-
cently, when you were going to lay aside 550,00 a month, Well,
you know how long you stuck to that. And now you have taken the
savings account booky and Jjust what Lo expecl L do nol know. You
do spend money for medical care, for medicines, euc., but it does
not all go that way, by any means. 'nd what will you do when you
gan no olnger earn money and need perhaps much more medical care
than you do now? I wish with all my heart that you had a thou-
sand dollars in your savings account right now, laid uy for the
time when I fear that you will need it very much.

It may seem t0 you that this matter is not important,
but you'll never be a sirong character unless you learn to do
the things you set out to do and promise to do, and leave undone
the things that you know ought not to be done. HMolher and I will
not be here always, to provide a place four you to come when you
are out of work and ill; and bhnere is no reason to expect that
anybody else will do that sort of thing for you for long, nor
should you ask it nor expect it. There is no knowing what will
be left when kdother and I are gone, XHither of us might have a
long and expensive illness that would use up practically every-
thing that we have. And if we were able to leave you something
far more substantial than anything that we possess, what confi-
dence could we have that you would handle it satisfactorily and
not lose it, when you have handled your income for these years
in a way that has left you practically nothing of the many hun-
dareds of dollars that you have received beyond your living ex-
pensesa? :

; #ell, we love you, as we always have; we wani tie best
»ussible things for you, in every way; we forgive you; and we
would ke giad indeed Lo see you again soon, but that does not
geew very 4iigely. sother hau the house c¢leaned; we have the
grapes gatheréd end turned into grapejuice, hoping sovme day to
have sugar to make jelly; all our nute &re harvested except the
walnuts at Rex, and Harcld Byrd is going to harvest them; and
~we are definitely planning to go to the coast Thursday worning,
with the Byrds coming out Friday morning to stay till Saturday
evening. I have finished my work for the Community Chest; I
have little more that I can do for the European Relief drivej -
1 am to speak on behalf of this drive at the Christian Church
. ;-@wﬂw eve 5 and we hopé to be off for &l TeePee ecarly

: and biae hupe Lhat God wl;l
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