),

GEORGE Fox

UNIVERSITY Digital Commons @ George Fox University
Levi Pennington People
10-24-1946

Levi Pennington Writing to Rev. Karle Kauffman, October 24, 1946

Levi T. Pennington

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington

Recommended Citation

Pennington, Levi T., "Levi Pennington Writing to Rev. Karle Kauffman, October 24, 1946" (1946). Levi
Pennington. 116.

https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington/116

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the People at Digital Commons @ George Fox University. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Levi Pennington by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ George
Fox University. For more information, please contact arolfe@georgefox.edu.


http://www.georgefox.edu/
http://www.georgefox.edu/
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/archives_people
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgefox.edu%2Flevi_pennington%2F116&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington/116?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgefox.edu%2Flevi_pennington%2F116&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:arolfe@georgefox.edu

L) TeePeo, Woods,
Cloverdale, Oregon,
Oetober 24, 1946,

Rlv. Karle ¥, Kauffman
Highland gtreet,
west Milton, Peniu,

Dear Kr.'Kauffman:--

Your very interesting letter of the L8th. has
followed me out here into the coast country, where my wife and
I are taking & long delayed vacation, her health not having per=-
mitted the trip uantil now, though we had planned to spend wost
of the swamer here,

I wish I eould advise you in tue malter of your future
formal education wi.h any confidence that my sdviee would be of
- any real value to you. I have been out of the active work of
education for more,than five years, and though 1 have done no
little service during that tine for Pacific College, which I
gerved as president for thirty years, I am less in touen with
educational institutions that I used to b., and some rathier im=
portant changes have occurred in the institutions with waich 1
am best aequainted.

0f one thing I am glad indeed, ana that is that you recog=~
nize the fact that not all eduycation is obtained in lae scuovls.
My grandfather wus a well educated wan, though I suppose all the
education he got in the schools was less thun some gtudenis get
in a single year., Tue man who has an active mind and who will
set himself to become 'educated, and who will then spend years in
as wuch study as he would put in in school, can give hiuself a
far better education than many men secure under the most favor-
able conditions.

This does not echangeé the fact, however, that institutions
which are created for the express purpose of helping a man to
become educated can enable a man te progress uore rapidly and
in Bome ways more satisfaciorily than 18 possible when a lman
workse alone, The right kind oY teacher can guide a student se
that he will not be going down some plind alley, where he will
have to retrace his steps; can show him the way to distinguish
the bad from tne good and the good from the best; ean recognize
the lines on which the student nost needs developuent, and help
him &0 make the adjustments that will result in the sort of
8ll-avound man who i most serviceable to humanlly and the ad-
vanceuent of tune Kingdom of (oda, The right sort of institution
has facilities in tue way of libraries, pericaicals, residential
arrengeunents, lavoratories (meterial oy huwan), and other eon=
.venlences tuat a men can hardly supply for himseli., If one can
find the right school, that is the best place to go on with his
oduyation. whether he enters a school of college grade atl the
- @ge of 17 or 27, or 31, the age at whieh I got into college,
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‘4t was on that point that you desired my advice, the task is
not easy. I have been tied so clowe to my work ae president of
fie College for thirty years that I did not have opportunity
Yo vislt many other eolleges, und no ohwuce at all to make & de-
tailed study of wny of thew, GSome investigations were masde in'
our own denomination whioh seemed to indicute a dedided lack of
ability to bring students to Christ or to keep tuew loyal and
aotive if they were earnest Christlans when they caue to the
Gollegea., Tuere seeued Lo Le a ratuer clomse correlation between
the wealth of an institution and the falling off from Christian
activity of its students, but of course that may have bLeen & co-
ineidence rather than & matter of cause and efiect,

It 18 my own conviction that any college, university or
theological seminary will have nany tulngs that a Chrictian miue
ister can use, and that attendance at any such institution can
be of great help to & man in the winistry if he does not lose
what he al ready has in the way of Christiaa prineiple sud Chyise
tian devotion. I was warned again and again that I ought not te
attend Barlham College, my alma mater, because some of wy dear
friends, especially friends who were old, feared that I would
“lose my veligion" if I went there, for they were sure tuwt both
the seientific and the religious teachings of that institution
were wrong. Well, I did not "lose my religion® there, aud while
I did not agree with everything that was taught there, I am sure
that I was greatly helped by wy attendance at Larlham, aud I'd
not sedl for a furtune vwhat I got tuhers. Larihau has gone through
some great changes since my day, and though my daughter gradu=
ated there ‘ten years after I did and I have & granddeaugiitey there
now and another entering next fall, I do not know how well such
& colliege would please you as it is now -« indesd some ithings do
not by any wmeans please me, DIul Lhere scems to be a general
hope that under tie new presicent, Dr. Tom Jones, & college mate
of mine, the college is going Lo be much more Quakerly and much
more euphatically religious and Christian., I hope 1t may be so.

Eerly in my aduwinistration at Pacific College, one of tae
students who entered as a Freshuwan remurked that "Paciiic College
ie & place where it is easy to hecome a Christian, and hard not
to become a Christian," Tuhis wes not because of undue sodial
prespgure, bul Lecause we tried o make the atmosphere and the
tesciing of thc place what it ought to be as a truly Caristian
College, I wish I could assure you that that is still the sit-
uation, -There has not heen asmooth sailing for my successor, and
wiiile there is plenty of pressure put on now in evangelistic
efforte, there is nol the harmony that used to exist, And I am
sure ihat the president of thne eollege wuuld have to tell yai
that the faculty in Religlous liducation is not what it used to
be. The men who wes head of the departwent, who was twice our
pastor in Newberg and for ueny years head of the biblical work
&t Priends University, is uo longer connceted with the college, '

: pe who are now teuching in 4t have neither his prepara-
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~ were still head of that institution and the man who so recently

~ left the department of Religlous lidueation at Puoifie College
- were there, as he was formerly, 1 should think that that insti-

~ tution would be an scceptable pluee for you to go on with your
formal education, Nut both thome men wre gone, and I kaow t0o
little about the schood now to give any advice, I do know that
the same sort of disunity which cost Pacifie College the head
of its Religious Nducation department exists in Kensas Yewrly
Meeting and affects Friends University,

Pendle 3ill, at wallingford, Peunsylvania, bhear Philudelphls,
ought to be a very good place for a man of mature years to go om
with his preparation for religlous work, but whether it actually
is or not I am not prepared to say, for I have never been there
much more than long enough to seée where the bulldings are located.
| I know they have at times had teachings that have shocked some 6f
| the more oonaqrvat1Vu theologians of our denomination,
|
|

I suppose that next to Pacifie College Cuilford College has
been truest to our Cuaker principles of pacifism. I was in that
| conmunity last winter for a week, but it was during the Christmas
| vacation, and I did not get to see the college at work. 1 know
¥ & nuwber of people on that faculty, and I am sure that I could
| * get much out of a course there, but whether it would meei your

needs I do not know,

I1f a man aines at a theological course looking toward & B.D.
degree, for isstance, ke will need 10 sewoure a aegree from a col=
lege of recognized standing. That is a prerequisite for entrance
to most recogniged theological seminaries.

I fear I have not given you any advice that will be of any
| . real help to you. oOur former pastor at Newberg graduated from
Pacific College while he was & student here in connection with
his pestoral work. e is now in McCormiek -Theoleogical GSeminary.
He is a man considerably older than you are, There are training
gchools for Christian workers by the dosmen, some of which accept
students who do not have even & High School education.

You may be sure that I appreciate the kind words you say
about things that I have written. I have hoped that after my
retirement from the presidency of Pacific College I might have
time to do much more writing, end I have done some, Just at iy
present I am working on an "autobiography" of Simon Peter whieh ‘
% ‘ may never get beyond my handewritten manuseript, which bus al-
S : ready passed tno‘§OQtn. page. 2

s With the ogrneit hope that you may have divine guicdance in
~ the matter of your future gducation, I au :

- gincerely yours,

| ? 't
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