),

GEORGE Fox

UNIVERSITY Digital Commons @ George Fox University
Levi Pennington People
1-7-1947

Levi Pennington Writing to Abijah Weaver, January 7, 1947

Levi T. Pennington

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington

Recommended Citation

Pennington, Levi T., "Levi Pennington Writing to Abijah Weaver, January 7, 1947" (1947). Levi Pennington.
112.

https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington/112

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the People at Digital Commons @ George Fox University. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Levi Pennington by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ George
Fox University. For more information, please contact arolfe@georgefox.edu.


http://www.georgefox.edu/
http://www.georgefox.edu/
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/archives_people
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgefox.edu%2Flevi_pennington%2F112&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington/112?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgefox.edu%2Flevi_pennington%2F112&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:arolfe@georgefox.edu

:
' . )
' January 7, 1947, 1
CAbd jah J. weaver, '
Sootia, Cudifornia.
N Denr Friendie= : ) ;
| e i ‘ Not until thie evening have I found time to read e

*'he Mountaine of the law" and "The “reation Story." 1 am re=-
turning the latter menuscripl, Lor it was easier to suggest
changes in punotustion and spelling on the manuscriyt Luself
then to make noteof GLhem.

rernape 1 should say first of all thet I ~m no geologist,
and nobt tou much of a scientist alung any line. You could have
put in a score of geological erruvrs of queetionable statements
and I1'd not be able to correct them. Your statement about the
surpassing nature of the Grand "anon of the Tolorado as a place
to see the geological history of the world is probably correct,
though the Snake River canon is deeper.,

You suggest, though you do¢ not squarely deal with, the
problem of the eternal pre-existence of matter. 1 recall
conversation 1 once had with 'rofessor illen D. Hole of Harlham,
the teacher of geology there. He said that of the two theories,
one that God created the world out of nothing and the other the
eternal pre-existence of uatter, he found the latter easier to
accgpt. To me oune doues not nave to accept either. 3o far as L
know, the wisest physicists do not et know whether matter is
enything other than energy. I listened once to a fine lecture
by one of the half dozen greatest physicists of that day, and
when he talked on the structure of the atum, he said that the
hydrogen atuw, for instance, cousists of a nucleus, which has
or is one charge of eleciricity, and the electron, which has

: ‘ or ig one charge of electricity of the opposite kind. If, as

R this man implied was possible and as some philosophers have
maintained is true, matter is ultimately force, energy, then
. it seems to me that we are not driven to accept the idea that
i ’ matter is eternally pre-existent nor that God made the material
universe out of nothing, but that it is all a manifestation of
God Himself, the exercise of part of the energy wanich is of
Hies essential nature. “ .
\

vn page 5 there is a place where it seems to me you

‘ought to.make clear the differeénce between condensation and |

S ~_ gontraction.  As I understand it, condensation is the change < A
B 5 50 from water in ite invisible, vaporocus form to liquid form,

. whether that is in the form of tiny drops that make clouds and . i

fog or in grealer aggregations that make liquid water ns we P

~ usually think of it; while cyntraction is the process of de-
- ‘oressing in volume., GSteam condenses inbto vapor of clouds and
oge, and these combine to make water-drops and later great . -Yﬁ
j,fﬁof water., Then this water contracts to about 39 de- *
@ Fahrenheit; then as it grows colder it expands, as you
Ssherive., ' - LR

Rt A ¥

7 you ‘speak of the vapors that enshroud
cted by cold arafts from ouler space.



understand d |
mer hat has less
1 he warm eir in the room, for instance, *
t drafte of gold == that scientific? Drafte of culd
® fAther® And what o ether? It raises but dues nut enswer
waole quention ns to how hent -« and ugm. for that matter

. ee are transmibied from the sun to the eart

LR

(.

. M There nre minor matters of spelling and punciuation,
- HO ~meither of which is abeolute, mnd both of which change with.
e 0 the yearn, I use more memi-colons tham most folke do, The dio-
iomary that I have most readily avnileble makes plgs the singue
lar and glgae the plural. ,

A & \ . I was surprised to rend that clear air filters out the
A ultra-viclet light and that air beclouded with moisture lets

: the ultrg-violet rays through. I saw Rdgar T. Hole terribly
sunburned in bright sunshine once; but I also remember that 1y
wife got her woret case of suhburn when the sun did not shine
brightly at any time during the day. 1t's & case where ny
Lnowledge is not ample.

I think I sent you one of our Christmas greetings., It
sBeemed pretty grim to me, but the first [ wrote was even more
erim. It went like this,

An-angel came to the earth one day.
From nation to nation he took hie WaY »
Hate he saw in the hearts of men,
‘reparations for war agoin,
Cold indifference, hearts of stone,

, wuffering millions meaking moan.

In the street of a bomb~wrecked city
Jesus met him. Infinite pity

fouched the face of the Lord of Iife,
Vifering peace to a world of strife. :
“Master, 'tis hopeless", Lhe angel said,
Bowing in sorrow hi¥s golden head.

"Look at thyf world, C Tord, and see

fTow utterly man has turned from Thee."

Jesus spoke with His eyes oflame.
"Think of the world into which I came.
. Yet God ‘loved it; for it I died. . ¢
_ Though 1 again am crucified '
‘Lugml all man's sins, yet I do not forget.
od

loved the world, and e loyves it yet.

’Izbhlnk I selectcd the b¥u§or nac\ﬁnr,ihg g?‘

8 and the new year, though the one 1 :

P
\




Je

itloulntn{ JOUr manusoript, and that is » theory with wnich you
are doubtless familiar, and one that seeks to meet the focts of

\OVOIution wi thou king man the direct descendant of a common

anceator with t Abrimates. This theory recognizes the evolution
of various anthropoid apes and that sort of creatures, but with
& difierent translation of that verse which eays, "the esrth was
without form and vold" weeks to improve man's ancestry. lhey
trannlate that pasenge, "snd the earth wasle onu vold",
holding that after nll the milleniums of evolution there was
some’ ['orm of cateclyem which mide the earth "waste and void",
ana Lhen in a relatively short space of time rs geological

biue gues, Lhe carth was grg-constituted, and man wes made, of

a different order from the  primates, and not even with a come
mon ancestry with them. Your theory of the creation of course
does not allow the thought that man could have descended from
en anceslor of the apes. :

‘his theory of which 1 have spoken is used to explain
that passnpge which says that the sons of @et looked on the
daughters of men =~ the sone of God were the descendants of
Adem, who was made in the image of God, whidé the daughters of
men were Lhe human-like crecatures that were the products of
previous millions of years of evolution,

Of course tnie wnole thing is very serious, and perhaps
one ought not even to think of o joke in regard Lo the whole
theory of evolution. But [ often think of the Irishman who

- was asked (byX a man who did not know too much about evolutione

ary theory(, "Pat, do you believe in evolution? Do you believe
that men are actuslly descended irom monkeys?" Pt replied,
"Well, Oi'm neutral. 1've seen 'em a=goin' both ways."

"ardon the foolishness., And be assured that I have
appreciated your effort to mike Lhe story of creation intellie
pible Lo folks who may have thought that the bible and science
are in hopeless conflict. I am sure that God has not written
one thing in the bible and » cuntradictory thing in tue rocks.
If both anre properly understouod, they will agree.

oincerely your friend,

Tevi T, Pennington,
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