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January 9, L9477,

Leur huroddi==

You may be sure that [ am gled for the outcome of
this morning, and that I conld be with your father and mother
when they faced what I am sure wag the hardest thing they have
ever known. If anything that [ was nble to do or to ssy to
the sheriff, the diestrict attorney or the judge helped to bring
ebout the outcome, L am more than glad. .

'he situation which the whole affair lesves you in 18
not one that you would choose if you could turn time bock two
months or Bo, but it is so much better than a long term in
the stute penitentiary tnat i sm sure we all have Yeason Lo be
thenkful. Ji is better than L aared to hope == that is, it
is if you will make it 80,

3 You are at liberty, with the opportunity to live a good
life anu to escape what might have been your penalty, but only
on conaition, as thne judge made very.clesr. You have your
dhance to be 211l that you ought to be from now onj but if you
do not live as ‘you are now not only adviced but recquired to live,
the oennlty for what you have done can be inflicted, and will
be sure Lo be much imore severe then if .a_penalty had been imr-
pused Loabzy.

There surely should be no necd for me nor Lor anyvoedy

‘else to dwell on what you have done. With your intelligence

you know what it has meant to yon snd your difficulties, to

your parents, to the work of your father, and to everybody who
loves you and wants to see you oLl that you ought to be. But
with no discount on all that, but facing it squarely and hones tly,
the thing to uo is to face the future and make the best of thipgs
from here on. You can make yonr future what it ought to be, and
go live that some day others will have forgetten this stretch

of time in your life, and you will almost have forgotten it
yourself.

¥ 1 don't want to be disagreeably “preachy", but 1L do
want to enccurage you to face that future wisely and couragepuslys
And one of the things that will be necessary if you are to win
in the futhre fight to make life what it ought to be is determina=
tion, a fixedness of purpose Lnat settles once for all time and
yet that is renewed every day, Lu 4o the right thing, the re-
guired thing, the good thing, no matler how hard that may be.
There will need to be a fixed will to cooperate with parents
end others who want to help, and it won't always be easy. You
need Lo Laruw every ounce of strength of will that you nave into

the will tu go sbraight, to do right, to avoid wreng and all

associations and influences that would influence you in'the
wrong direction. You are free to do the right things, to be

‘with the right people, to live in the right surroundings; you

are not free to associate with the wrong people, to go to the
wrong places, to sut yourself under bad influences. ik

. ‘nd every one of us necds-help if we are Lo gu bthrough
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th Ood, that s [
ou may have ﬁ;cf;olf, ,_ 5 ahen
' b %_np maintwin Jueb bhe right relution
your parents and to akl bthe .nfluences [ur guod
n have to rid you if yon wtilz but it ie not Lupos=
etter .t.hinfn than you have ever kKnown may be yours

@ you par

" Uith the eatnesl hope and prayer thst as the years pusp

fa
£y o R ¥
‘el fﬁ§6u\PB& moke your parents and your friende gladder and gladder,
- @&nd a8 you Btay as far as poueslble from the wrong and ae clearly
X 88 pobaible in the right you may reke them more ¢ nd moure gunfie

?f;p':t : ‘dent, more pecure, [ am

vBincerely your friend,

A E Levi T.'Nenninuton.

Harold Byrd, I wish I knew just what you

. 205 Frst Third St., ought to do from here ovn. That is
llewberg, Oregon. for you and your parents to decide.

e 2 3 £ It goes without saying that so far

' 88 your health will permit, you ougutbt btu2have sumeluing Lo,
£f111 your-days so full of goud, thal there will 0e nv iuie time
in which gyil gets its best chance., whether schoul or some’
Job wuuld/0est, 1 do not know; but I am sure that there would
best e sumelning useful and difficult enough to challenge

your vest energy, whebner mental oI physical or bolk.
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