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1000 Sheridan Street,
Newberg, Oregon,
J"nuu-ry 14:. 1947'0 ’

Clayton ond Louellso Brown,
Friends Miwesion,

Kitega, Urundd,

vongu Belge, africa.

Dear Priends -«

Thiv letter ds belny started un thin paper, not be=-
conuse L expect ‘bu write suv much as Lu overload the moils if I
slioudd write on the customary bund paper, but because .l never
can tell when I start just how much I'll write before I get
through. I want to play safe.

It wae rgood to get your Christmas and New Year's greet- ¢
ing; better still to get it along with the persobal letter.

"Drum time" was a new cne for we, but I had nv alfilculby
in seeing what it meant.  We shall all be glad indeed that you
s@re Lo have some ‘time in the United States next year, and hope
tnat 1t way be a hapyy and £ruitful time, giving you some real
rest and re-creation. Touo often we av not give vur furloughed
missionaries half a chance for the rest they need and ought to
have, but work them so hard at home that one might imagine them
feeling relieved when they get back to the regular job., I know ,
I used to feel a sort of sense of relaxation when cullege opened
in the fall and I could get back to the regular job.

e have heen very busy folks of late fox people who
heve retired and therfore have nothing to do. My brother says
that he wishes I were not so "actively retired." And 1 have
seen a good many times when I thovght the word "retired” was a
very fitting one; especiclly if it were hyphenaled, “re-tired",
tired again. Here's how the year has gone with me thus far,
with,Rebecca cooperating -- without her help a lot of it would
have been impossible. '

I nelped the New Year in by preaching at the annual
watch-nignt service of the Christian church here, where 1
used the text, "His name shall be called Wonderful'", speaking
of Christ a2s being wonderful in whst He was, son of God and
son of man, God manifested in the flesh, the Vord which was
God made flesh and dwelling ~mong men; wonderful in what He came
to do, other meligihons showing men trying to get to God while
Christianity shows us God trying, through the gift of His BoH,
to reach man; wonderful in what lie has done =-- the world wich
n11 its evil being a very different place fruwm what it wouula
hove been had He not come; wonderful in what He is now doing =-
you there have perhaps a better opportunity to see that than we
du in wany places in this country; wonderful in what He is ye#t
to do, till all the kingaoms of the world become lis kingdoms;
wonderful most of all in His poser to transform the individual
human “soul into His own likeness.

intend to

7ell, I did not/tell you sbout .every sermon and other 3
address that I have given, but to tell of my activities this
year, just as if that were important. (I can see that I em
already getting so voluble that you ought not to try to read
this letter until you have lots of time, with no pressing du-
‘ties -- if there are ever such occasions with you. Perhaps - Laisiess
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ou could postpone reading it until you are on shipboara, on |
hm‘wl;&hugo.’pwill that be » somewhat eamier time for you?
I am suoh & poor sailor thut at times 44 my inheritance of a |
fortune depended on my redding the will, l'd hardly be able

to read it, or woulda hardly cere enouph., The three worst Jokes

in the world are homesickness, seasickness nnd lumbago &« and

I've tried them all,

Lo resume, though perhapes I cught not, O New Year's
Day the Friends church here haud its annual Fellowship Dinner,
a regular ocustom of late years for that day, It wae the first
time that we have been there for suvme years. Last year we were
in Ylorida on New Year's Day, 'the state that is farthest from
Uregun; and the 'year before I was suffering torture with polye-
neuritis -~ in bed for five months and lueing more than 50
pounds in weight., Well, at this New Year's dinner we ralsed
3125.00 to apply on the purchase of a heifer in this leilers-
for-Relief campaign. We have since put $35,00 with it, and our
church is the first one in Yamhill County, so far as I know, to
wmaxke une of these gifts, so that we'll preseantly be furnishing
milk for ten children, in China, iur the next shipment goes
to that country. Already there have been 4,000 of these bred
and tested heifers sent to parts of the war-ravaged countries
where there is food for cattle but no cattle. (And this last
gift is in addition to nearly #3,000,00 that the local church
has sent for overseas relief in the past year.)

It is taking me a long time to travel twenty-four hours,
Indeed I've not got that far, for that evening occurred ocur
monthly meeting, of which I am now clerk, and we had a lot of
ousiness that night.

The next day Rebecca ana I sorted and packed 3515 pounds
0f used clothing for overseas reiief. We've sent tons of this
c}othing, most of it used, though some.of it is new. At one
time ve sent lzl-pairs of new shoes, given us by Abe Wolfman,

a Jwwish secund-hand dealer here in Newberg who has been in

the cluicnes oI tLhe law repeatedly, but who gave us Llhese shoes
rather than sell them, as he had a chance tov do. They were old-
fashioned shoes, with high tops, but they covered both the toes
(which some shoes these days do not) and the ankles, were of

the low heeled varieties wanted for overseas relief, =2nd were

ol fine leather. They will be 2 godsend t0o many a womsn across-
the water -- I forgot to say that they were all women's shoes., \

And still I do not get on with any speea. L1'll try to
hurry. The next day I got these boxes of clothing shipped, and
altenued & meebing of the county leaders in this Heifers-for-
heiietr cawpaign, where I was the principal speaker,as I had
orgunized the county before Christmas, and supposedly knew more ,
about it than anybody else in the county. I am on the executive LN
committee for the county, and also on the state committee. o)

The next day wes a sad one, I learned of the trouble
in the family of a minister who is a good friend of mine, his
17 year old son having been involved in a number Of,bu@gla“‘qp i
and being in the county jail awaiting sentence, having w
grana jury investigation and pleaded guilty. I worked o
I S I was in the morni. »
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spoke on "How to Meet Temptation” that evening, mustly or at

least largely to an audience of college sbtuuents; but 1'41 be
ecroiful and not téll you how I handled that subject. -

Monday there was a good denl of work on the case of
this preacher's son, and then o trip to Portland for & meeting
of & committee Lo plan united publicity for the various agencies
doing wurk in overseas relief. Merciful again =-- 1'11 not tell
you the plans we made for that,

1'11 skip Tuesday and Wednesday, for though 1 was busy
enough both days, it was just in packing things for the Good
will Industries, catching up with my correspondence, talking
with the sheriff and district attorney about this preacher's
son and what ought to be done in the case, etcs But Thursday
T went with the parents of the boy, who was up fur sentence

. that morning. To-my surprisey the judge asked me Lo speak in
the sase. 1 had no speech prepared, and I made no attempt to
gondone uhe buys crimes; but I aid suggest, though Iwas not sure
i had a right to s.eak so tu a judge till he told me I had, that
the State Parole Board meke some further investigation as o
the hoy's background and such things as that, before sentence
was imposed. Well, after I had spokem, the judge did better
than I had suggested. He released the boy on parole, without
sentence, so that if the fellow now behaves himself for the
next thre'e years, he is entirely free of any charge, without
the nrison term 'of years, which might have been imposed, U0

. blacken his record and handicap his future. I think the boy
was grateful; I know his parents were, since hoth the judge
and the sheriff assured them that It was my inf'luence that
secured this leniency, by which I nope whe boy will profitb.

I1'11 try to hurry. An address at the Methoaist church
was the principal extra the next day; Sunday ‘there were Wwo
young men with us one of whom was to face a federal judge to-
day for vioclation of the requireuments under conscription, and

4 judging by the action of the federal judges in this area re-=
cently he‘will probably not far badly; after they left yesterda§y
‘T had » long conference with Hondsaker, head of this Heifers-
for-Relief campaign for the Pacific Northwest and two Brethren
ministers of Southern Oregon, one of ‘them a graduate of- the
colliege, who wanted suggestions =g to how we had organized
this county for this campaign, and how we had conducted two
‘other community-wide campaigns for relief. They would have been
glad if 1 could have promised to spend a week Or twu in sovutnern
. Oregon in the interests this cempaign, but I dic nob promise
that. My own health is ndt what it used to be -- I was laid up
for wore tuen two weeks by a cold that I contracted while or-
ganizing this county, and Kebecca's health was far below par
all last summer, though she is much better now. %

One of the things thot hes been very hard on her, and
on me, is the college situation. vith an avowed determination -
’ to make the céllege more intensely evangelistic, and with a

. perfectly clear intention of getting control of it, a minerity - ¥
- of the college board have taken advantage of the absencé of g e

'3, some members of the board and the removal from the state of -
anbther, tu force HEmmett Y, Gulley's resignation, gnd~thsreby
to throw away a quarter of » million dollars btn one lump. (&
very old man who has_known me for a third of a century and.
Gulley half as long had made his will in favor of the coll
r $250,000.00 and perhaps more, bu%vihroatcned‘tq-gh it
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s attacked a
when he was giver

g0, but went the . |
: nd “M:A{’ mised loyalty and,cooperation, When he
Oulley had been r.igtbuﬁn - nzid‘h1-'w1i1, cut
ff without a cent,

et TR e g el s W
r sol y and ns to get the money to wor efore he
~IM§§?I'%h$hk'o!'a11‘ﬁh§

b struggle ond osmcrifice that it
- Q08 o get the endowment we have, and think that our net en- 3
dowment was about to be nearly or quite doubled, and when 1 A
VAT realize that the college board, the faculty and the student body '

.\ hambeen split into hostile factions and the breach in the yearly
. meeting widened, it makes my heart sick.

‘ ‘" Jell, I've talked far Loo much about me anu Hacifie
e College rnd Oregon Yearly NMeeling und heifers and clolhing and
LU e money for relief and all thet sort of thing. Let's talk ebout
Y ; the Browns some more. A : : i

et 3 " ‘We were inlerested indeed not only in your prospecus

for furlough in the United Stetes, perheps meking the return

trip’ with Prescott and his family. I hope that that dream

comes true. How strange it seems that you have two married

& daughters and a son who is now a men, I 2m sure it will be a -

o AR great treat to a mother to have you home, even if she cennot
see’ you as plainkly as she used to. i

“J% W¥hat a joy it must be to see frum year to year tLne ace
tual and relatively rapid advancement among the natives there of
the kingdom of God in the hearts and lives of men and women and
children. I can reaulize that you regrebt in & way to leave 1%,
even on forlough; bubt you 'will be able to d0 mure Wworxk in the

~ long run because of the visit back'in the Uniteda States; and
verhaps your furlough will result in others responding to the’
call to the foreign field, perhaps your own field there. Three
million speaking one language -- I did not know that that was
true among the natives in any part of Africa.

e met Malph Chbate during his brief stay in this
part of :the country. His wife was in the hospital for-a ;-
time while he was here, and we did not get to sse her, but we
hope that we may have that privilege before they return to
Africa. ‘ Nl

inat 'a variety o¢f tasks 'you have, We have grown a2 bit
accustomed to many lines c¢f work in addition to the evangelistic,
which was so¢ nearly all the work of missions at one times We
2 - now think of education and 'industrial and agricultural advance=
ment ana other things that are not exclusively spiritual as es-
sential parts of mission work; but a leper colony -- well, I
had not thought of that in connection with your work -there, -
though of course [ knew that leprosy is still in the world, and
1 had no reason to suppose that your part of the world is exempt.

Iy guess is that 1t will not be too hard fer you to ad= _
just yourselves to the America you will find when you wet back, ;
though of course you will find some changes. Wwe 11 the racific

- Worthwest have been far less affected by some of the undesirable
things than have other places. The coal strike, for instance,
aid net affect us as it did the east and middle west. MNMost of
our houses &re not heated with coal, but with wood or sgw&nst
0il or gas or-electricity, generated by water power. Most
locomotives are oil-burners; our gas is developed no
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from coal for the most part, but from a low grade of oily and eo
it goues. 0Of course if the strike had long continued we'd have
felt it mueh more, for both land and water tranejortation de=
pend on coal outeide of thie coastal sren.

You ask aboug the new gymnasium, It ie not entirely
finished, but it is being used. BSome rooms were completed
early, long before the main part of the building was even un-
der roof, and some of these rooms, though without heat, were

used by men students as sleeping rooms.

The old college building, while greatly damaged, was
left with wells intact, and it was repaired and largely re=
modeled. I have not been in it since the work there was coum=
Jleted, but they say il is =& much mure effective building than

i . it was, and 1 can well believe it.

\ Perhaps you know that the college purchased the big
house just( across the street from lLirs. woodward's home and made
it into a second girls' dormitory. They finished five Trooms
and a big bath room on the third floor, so they have ten girls
up there, besides those on the second floor and some, I think,

l
|
{ _ on the Tirst.
!
l
\
|
I

The field secretary of the college has promised that
within a month from now he will have five or six new Pu.D.'s
under contract with their salaries underwritten, anu taail nexbt
fall the college will have a student body of <50, with adai~-
tionsal dormitory space for the extra hundred and more that all
this would megn. liaybe he believes it, but I do not. He was
given leave oI absence at one lime U0 raise $50,000.00 in three
months, =nd he raised about $5,U00.00, He was Lo raise $50,000.00
in three months after last yearly meeting, and if he raised enough
to pay his exvpenses he had not so reported at the end of that
three months. He apparently helped to stir up the opposition
to Gulley. Maybe he believes his own pipe-dreams, but I shall
have to be shown, though I was born in Indiana, not Missouri.

:

| But here I've rambled on and on, and it is surely time

for me-to end this, for there are a number of things thaet have

developed since I started this letter that need attention with-

out any more delay.

3 With best wishes from both of us to all of you, and the
R hope that we may meet you more than once wnile you are home on
your furliough, I am

Sircerely your friend,

Levi T. Pennington. =
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