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January <7, 1947.

& L Mon, R, I, 7, Bennett,
X State Tegislature,’
unlew, Oregon.

Deur rriendi==

£ - As you face the problems which this legislature »
a0 will heve to Bolve, I »m sure that you will do it with sn aim

to improve snd not to injure the state and the county which

you represent. - 3

T"here are certain matters which sre Lo come before your
body in which I am concerned, as are all olher lovers of human=
_ ity, not merely from a financial but also from a moral stand-
B ' point. The two thal I »w most concerned about just now are the
k- - two which have to do with liquor and gambling.

|
E » . As tu the fourmer, surely Uregon is becuming & drunken
| state rapidly enough without making it still easier for drinkers
| to get and to consume ligquor. According to the information
. furnished by the Oregon Liguor Countrol Comwission, the annual
| per capita consumption of legally sold hard liguor in the state -
| , has risen from $4.00 to $37.87; the former figure for the year
1934, the first one after prohibition was repealed, the latter

' for the year ending June 30, 1946. Such figures, $37.87 for
£ every men, woman ¢&nd child iun the state, are appalling. Half
< as many liquor permits as the total population of the state -=
not half the people over Z1 who are entitled to permits, but
half of 21l of us, including the babies. sna this does not in-

clude the snmles of beers ana light wines, nor Lie Duu bLEy buleB,
which were suoposed to end with the repeal of prohivition, but

which did not. Surely nobody can rightly say that thére is need

thal tue liduor laws become more liberal. Ve soent for this

legally soula hard liquor $4l,68,870.53 the last fiscal year;
4 ; we do not need tou encourage a still larger sale by wexing ligquor
bt more vreadily accessible. The liquor laws need change, but not g
; in that direction. ‘ p - -

; And the same is true of the gambling situation. That
o . the state should be taking en income from so injurivus a. thing S
: : as gambling, on horses or dogs or anything else, is tu my way . £
AaEg T of thinking immorsl. Let's make all gambling illegals. There \ $i3
"ﬁ ‘ , is enough money wasted in gembling tc run the state governmente

E. & e AN Jith the nope that you will take your stand on bokth
O tiese mabters with the best and not the worst elements of the
.4stabe's'populgbion, 1 am ' e

~
1

R ok L Binoeriely your friend,
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