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Yebruary o6, 1947.

mr, Carl Jsrancis,
wbale Legisvlalure,

. 'Salem, Oregon.

Near Yr, Francis:--

Let me thank you for your letter of the 3rd.
which comes nearer to stating your position on gambling snd
the liquor laws, =nd does meke clesr your stand regarding the
proposed amendment to the constitution.

ky own position is not nard toc state. 1 am in favor of
the probivition of all gemoling and of the sale of all liquor
for vbeveraoge purpouses, wiii prouyer iaws ana law enforcement to
wake both prohivitiovns as erfiecilive as possiblie. This paltering
with either evil is wnol my ideal of good statesmanship nor good
govermment. The argumenl that neither law would stop the bad
‘practices can be used against every other criminal law. OGtealing
is8 pronioiteu oy law, as is wurder, libel, fishing under cer=
tain circumstances, ariving a csr zbove a certain speed, and
scores .of other things. llone of these laws stops all such of=-
fenses, but ['ve heard of nc proposasl tc leralizé stesling end
let the state take part of the profits which the thieves. gain
by violating the law and stealing. My should the state legalize

the liquour business, which dues far more damage than fast driving?

And the same goes for gembling, ‘nd for other evils that are

‘not now licensed but might ve on the same grounds tuat we di- ’
cense the s~le of the narcotic, havit-forming drug called al-
conol.

-

! -y guess is tunat the present legislature is in no mood
to pass a prohibition law. DBut it is to be hoped that they
will not meke matters worse.

S

Sincerely yours,

Levi T. Pennington.

- {
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