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Nrs, Lura C, 'Miles,
Pleasant Hill, Ohio.

-

February 14, 1947.

NDear Triends<-

\ Jor a good while ~< L don't know just how long -~
l've been intending tov get another letter written to you, but

we are scadalously busy for folks who have retired ond have
nothing to do. I'll not go into ancient history, but just tell
you about yesterdsy. Night after breakfnst I drove to Portland,
toking Preesident Gulley with me. We spent two hours in the of-
fice of the Portland Council for Overseas Relief, where they

had asked me to come for consultation in regard to united pub=-
licity for the various relief agencies in the state. Then we
went to the office of Dr. Burt Brown Barker, to consult with
him about the organization of a Herbert licover lMeuworial Assou=
.eiation, to take over the Hoover House and make a rathcr big
thing out of it. Then to the howe of Mrs. George I. Gerlinger

. on the same mission. Then back to the Y.i.C.A. fur a meeting of
the Organization Committee for the american iriends Service Com-
mittee, Peace Section. Then home ~-- a pretty busy day for an
idle man,

well, I aid not intend to tell you all this before say-
ing how very sorry we are to learn of ihe accident tou iirs.
Beery. We do hope that she may be getting along well by this
time, and that she may surprise everybody by the speed and the
completeness of her recovery. How sad it was that she had to
wait so long before she could have the surgical care that she
needed so desperatel¥. I am writing a letter to her, and will
enclose it with this, asking you to complete the address on it
and forward it to her. I do not know just wiere tue uusplbal
is in which she is being cared for -- or is she back at home,
with those two lovely daughters, and two fine sons, and 2 s8is=-
ter {(you'd blush with pride if-we told what we think of her)
to care for her?

And you did not tell us how you are standing all this,
nlong with everything else that has come your way == well, some-
times you go out of your way to take on responsibilities that

.somebody needs to assume and nobody else will, When you get
time -=- don't know just how you ever will unless you can get
some extrs honrs added to the customary <4 thal make a day -<
tell us more about yourself. How are you feeling? How are you
standing all the strains that are on you? If we could do i$,
we'd drive over and talk to you face to face, and ask you these
and a lot of other questions, bul its "a right smart piece" to

.drive at tnis seasun of tne year, _ X

 How we'd like to be present at arlham's ceptennial! :
But I suppose it can't be dones i -Perhaps we ought Fo_?e.present A
at this session of C(regon Yearly lceting =-- muybe it is more : P

important tnis year than usual . ; : (

.

: , If you are interested in the way things have been going /
‘this month, let me tell you of the meetings and conferences I.
‘been in since the first of this month, which is not quite

in address on Heifers-for-Religf at the Methodist
armers' Day at the Chamber of Commerce; a visit to X



~ the MoMinnville Kiwanise Club in the interests of leifers-for-Re-
lief; o conference with the chairman of the county committee '
on the same projeot; Newberg Monthly Meeting; state Heifers-for-
Relief committee meeting in ‘ortland; Hewbery quarileriy meeting
morning and afternocon; merorial service for little Jackie FPri-
deaux; another Chamber of Commerce meeting; some writing for

the awerican sriendj a lotary Club luncheon at which I was sup~
posed to speak on Heifers-for-Relief but they did not have time
and 1 am to present Lhe metter next week; then yesterday these
four conferences, DNon't you think I deserve m fishing trip to
the comat after steelhends® WVell, if you'll turn off the water,
I'11 do 1t. It raine and raine, as it sometimes does in Oregon
in February.

e R Vt s

I mentioned thie !loover Memorial Association. The cole-
lege, as 1 think you know, bought the house in which Herbert
Hoover lived with his uncle when he was a boy here. We had to
buy it with the understanding that the father of the woman from
we bought shouldd be allowed tu live there as long as he lived
or at least as long as he desired to live there. He died some
time ago, and now the house is the property of the college, with
$6,500400 in the treasuy to restore it, refurnish it, make it
a sort of national shrine, museum, etc., and endow it. But you
know that such a sum is by no means adequate. ‘hether the col=-
lege is either able or willing to do an adequate thing in making
this what it ought to be as a memorial to Hoover is questionable.
At any rate, there is a feeling that it ought to be in the hands
of an organization that has that for its sole 2im, and so it
was proposed at the last meeting of the ccllege board that the
property and funds be turned over to a special organization to
financé and make the enterprise what it cught to be, in a big
way. The board seemed to feel favorably inclined to Whe prop-
isition, and a non-profit corporation is Lo be formed Lv laxe
over, if =2 proved by the ccllege board, and it was on that mat-
ter that President Gulley and I saw Dr. Burt Brown Barker and
Hrs . derdiinger ycsterdaye.

The proposition is to incorporate, accept the property
and money from the college, and then make plans for the larger
‘enterprise, The plan just now is a corperation with the fol-
lowing as incorporators:

Dr. Burt Brown Barker, president. He is vice president
of the University of Oregon, a boyhood friend and great admirer
of Hoover, the man who made the first $500,00 gift to the fund
to purchase the Hoover House, and a man widely known throughout |
the state. He will see both Herbert Hoover in New York and his |
son Allen in California, withini the next few weeks.

s Mres. George T. Gerlinger, vice president. She has long
- been much interested in the college, is still a vice president i
L of the institution (at & salary of a dollar a year), has led dn i

\ ' community chest campaigns, campaigns for hospitals, colleges, 15
1 etc., and is a leader of Pro-America. T ea

. ¥re. Laura Hemmer Paulsen, secretary. Che is a first
ousin of Herber Hoover, a teacher in the Portland schools, a
of Pacific College, formerly a member of the co
.of the Pacific College graduates who wen E
I f the American Friends Servic

Kk of
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Frank C, Culoord, treasurer. He ie » member of the
college board, a neur=graduate of Lhe colleye, mayor of lew=
berg, seoretary of the Newberg branch of thne lurtlane General
Blectric Co., &nd one of Newberg's leading businees men.

adden Hoover, yovunger son of Herbert Hoover, and the
one tarovugh whom half the %10,000400 raised four this project
was sccured. He believee in his father, which dves not seem at
nll strange to me. : .

Hervey M, Hoskine. You know him, and he is now president
of the college board, in addition to being county judge.

Tmmett W, Gulley. You have met the gentleman, indeed
I have seen a picture in which you are standing between Fmmett
and another chap who is a prettiy good sized man physically ex-
cept when he is with this man Gulley.

Levi T. Penningtun. 1 need not tell you anything about
him. Indeed I suspect tuat lhie mignt remind you, as he does me,
of the story of the Swede who was out on a sleighride with hie
girl. He had not inteénded to propose, for he was not sure that
he wanted to marry. But the moonlight and the lovely night and
the close proximity of the girl and whatever else il is that
leads to such proposals quite over came Ole (I hope they did
not break him in two, as that word overcame was broken) and he
sais, "Olga, vill you marry me?" 0Olga had apparently been con-
sidering the matter before she wrs fhus addressed, for she re-
plied ‘at once, "Yes, Ole."” Well, Ole was a bit taken aback,
for he really had not intended to say just that. He did not
stop the horse to kiss Olga =-- indeed he just drove cn down the
road in silence. Presently Ulga said, "Ole, vy don'ud you say
somet'ing?" ‘Ole replied, "Ay tank dere beme tco much sasid :
a'ready." Well, “Ay tank dere bane too much said a'ready" about
this iast man on the list of incorporators.

Well, I did not intend tc become so frivoiocus. 4And all
the time I have been writing this foolishness, I've been think-
of that sister of yours suffering from this sad accident, and
of the anxiety of the entire family, for her and for yocu. Do
' hope you may both come through this trial in belter condition
than either of you was at the beginning of it.

How hard ‘it is for folks tc take gocd care of them=-
gelves ~- some folks, that is. People who are generous and in
love with the human family, their own and all the rest, are in-
cliried to pour themselves outl in service tuv others -- do you
have an inkling of my meaning? Do try to take care of yourself,
and last for decades yet, with the blessing of your loving heart
and hands going out to others, but in such measure that they
may long continue to bless. If you could conly learn'to loaf and
take things easy, as 1 do. =

How don't swile. I am not utterly idle, for as lazy as
I am that would be hard work. But I am not tied to a desk and
a time shedule. I can refuse any invitation to do something if
I do not feel that I ought to undertake it. /nd I can to some
extent make others who want my help conform to my  schedule, I
just had a call from a Junior liigh School student who is doing

some sort of theme on Cregun History who wants Lo interview me



\ 4 4 \
-9 on some matters of the
' sure that I shall be delighted tu give hiw eny nely 1 cun, but
I hed to tell him that I oould not see him this afternvon nor
tomworrow, and he cannot well seé me on Baturday nor Sunday. 80
he 18 Lv oume Monday and see me. And ‘so for all sorts of other
things. 4f L don't feed that 1 ought bo uridertake a certain
Job, i juet don't do it. The new hospital organization wante
pomebody to raimse $200,000.00 for the enterprise, and 1 am not
golng to do it -« maybe Gulley will undertake it, but I doubt 1t,
though they've asked him to.

gtnt 36 years in the state. You may be
I

I kxnow of two colleges that are seeking hie services;
1 know of » bueiness opportunity in Newberg at twice the salary
the college has paid him and half the profite of the business;
and there are plenty of other opportunities before him, includ~
ing a chance to work in South /America under Lhe American Friends
Service Committee. If I were going to guess where he'd land
1'd guess it would be in one of lhese Lwo quaker culleges. zI
was not tola that any of this information was in confidence, but
my guess ie that it would be as well not to mention it till we
are informed what he is going to do. I don't mean that either
you or 1 need to be too close-mouthed about it, you especially.
1'll tell nvbody here, but I'm sure it would noi hurt for mem-
bers of your family there to krow about it.)

| You knew, I thiﬂk}of the little acreage we owned at the

| top of Rex Hill. If I could care for it properly, or if I had

| s house and well on the place, we'd have held it. But there
ceme an opportunity a few days agoe to sell it for (600,00 more
than we paid for it, and we've sold it, or it is in the process
now, with an earnest payment of 160,00 and au agreewent %0
buy as soon as the abstract is brought up to date, which vught
te be in a very few days. This will enable us to get out of
tine way & nuwber of debts that we have not yet caught up on,
and it will be a real relief. : ’

- (Did you ever hear of the old Indiana farmer who had
serimped and pinched =11 his life, buying another forty from
time to time till at last, in his sixties, he sold for $60,000,00%?
(That was before the days of the Raw Deal when $60,000.00 was
real money.) One of his friends said to him, "Well, Uncle Billy,
what do you intend to do with all that money?" The old man re-
plied, ™all, I don't know jest w'at L'll do with all of it, but
I lay I'11 have me ‘one good knife." 1've got a guod knife, got
it some years agoj but I lay I'll have me one new nightshirt or
something == if I can find it.) :

Hut it is nearly time for the noon meal, and I nust
end this, for I have sume other letters to write, and 1 am
legving after lunch for this trip to the coast., We may find it
tofwet and the water too high for fishing, but we'll have a nice
. B drive in guod company, President Gulley, Prof. Lewis and Prof. 2t
. <l Skene, and we get some fish, irs, VanBlaricom'is to stay ok
with Rebecca tonight.

‘witﬁ'lovo frqm;béﬂh of us to alivpf yau.- '

 Sincerely your friend,

t ]
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