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2.

that among the thousandg who know me pergonaiiy and the other
thougands who have read thinge that I have written (very little

of my verge, for I do not receii Crethziteh 0. (-0 0
€ men vou n
he congidernble nturft'eboth eagt and wegtg who would purchase

volume. (I forgot to tell you that spent a very busy three
naunthB in 3ngiandJ speaking ag many ag four timeg a day, and
becviuine persona Xay acquainted with many Friendg over there and
in Ireland; and that I have raiged some $iJ00,000000among FriendB
tn the engt for Pacific College, and they must not have felt too
unfriendly toward me or'they'd not hove given like tilt.)

""ell, 1td guegg that among Friends would be the largest
prospect of sale for a book of my verge; and I am eure that 1td
get good review cf the volume in The Iraericpn Friend at, least,
ond in the others for p.Jguegse Iterrlll Root, one of the mcgt
successful of todeytB poets and head of the English / vcrkat
Terlhem College, where I was graduated, hag written very kina
words about my'verge; end he 1is the poe try editor of The American
Friend, in which verges by my dau&lter and granddaucehter are
published from time to time

That suggests second class of folks some of whom 1
hope would be interested in volume of verse by raesend might,
cet eso reekiesg to buy a copy, and that is the educational
circle of my acquaintances and friends. I'd not bank heavily on
arv results from my public BCh001l teaching. thoueh there was
some of that W?lichgot re gcme interesting friends. had to
tvorkmy through Eigh School, but I graduated 2b the heed of

clese and was valedictoriane I taught for years with Trav—,
erse City. where I graduated 9 as the center; then went into
newspaper work, Where I yorkeclup to city ecAitorof daily pa—
per, in which I was assured that,i could buy financial
tereet desired, but went toureaching aDOUt Lines

left, the newspaper field, coming from the pastoral work in

indiana to the -presidency of the college here. you know, I
wee eresident of Pacific College fur thirty years. 2nd am now
vresident emeritus0 I was repeatedly head cf the 2csociation of
Independent Colleges of Creecn, a speaker at teachers institutes,
got001F end colleges, giving commencement addresses in dozens
of High Schools, and wag one of the ppeakers et the Yational
T'ducation Aegociation ccnvention the time it was held in Port—
lend 0 1 have spoken at the University (from,which I hold a mas-
ter te degree) 0 and if they had not gone out of commercial print—
Ing, it le likely thet I Ehould have hed a volume of verse 1is—
sued by them before thiee have been repeatedly epeaker
at assemblies of Oregon State College, and have spoken Reed,
pAcific Universi by, Linfield, Willamette,' Portland University,
Albany (now Lewis & Clark), krylhursts etce And of course the
place where one would expect most interest in my work would be
among the faculty, former faculty, alumni and former etudentB of
the college. (I taught Shakespeare, contenporery novel. con—
temporary poetry and other English in the college fpr years,
and was once asked to conside; place on'the Exasllshfaculty
of the University, but I declined to consider it, as I felt my
duty still to be with Pacific College, end so the matter never

became ©official.)

that educational field iB a eecOnd one in which

Tell, be some sale of my book of verse if

1 should Ippe there might



B

: e
‘here are other circles where I am somewhat known. I

:nﬁ.ionod the religious press (fur I have written for other
eligious periodicals tham those of "riende, such publicstions
as The Homiletic Review, The Christian Standard, the old Fem's
Horn, and others.) I have written other things, short stories
for the most part -- ome of them is in the Harvara Junior Clas-
8lce, though it wne written n long time ngo and for boys. It
wes first published in the old Youth's “ompanion.) And I have
read some of my verse to groups of people who were interested,
though I confess that that has not been extensive.

I have a pretty wide scquoniteonce through such organiza-
tions ae the Worthwest Institute of International Helatiuns,
the Tationnl Council for “revention of War, of which 1 au vne
of the vice presidents, the 'merican "riends Service Committee,
the Oregon Council of Churches, the rederal Council of thg
Churches of Chriet in /‘merica, of which I was one of the Chare
ter Associates, the Hoover l'o.ndation, of which I am a member

of the Ixecutive Committee, and sc on, and on, and cn.

"ell, you dc not need to tell me thet most of the folks
who know me will not buy copies of any book that I might have
published. I know that; if I thought that one in ten of them
would, or one im twenty, I1'd issue the book at my own expense

and make some money out of it.

You have issued numerous books by Ben Hur Lampman. He

and I are good friends, by correspondence, and he might give

you an opinion as to the guality of my verse. (There is a pos=~
sibility that I might want to include more than the verses 1 have
submitted to you.) I doubt if lir, Lampman has read :ny of my
verse at 211. He was highly plessed, apparently, with "Salveli-
nue FOntinalis -- A Rhapsody”, 2 sort of essay or something that
I once wrote about the eastern brook trout.

. I mentioned my friend Merrill Root. He recommended a
literary critic and agent in znother state, who is anxious to
have me let 2 firm which she recommended put out this book for
me, I'd lots rather heve your firm do it, though they promise
zll sorts of publicity, handling of sales, etc.

I have a number of bookelength manuseripts in prose, a
plain novel, a2 "whodunnit", a religious book, "Fishers of ken",

“snd the first draft of an "autobiography" of Z%imon Peter, which

I havé read to a number of friends in Newberg, and which they
seewed Lo appreciate greatly. But the thing I am most inter=
ested in these deys is getting some of my verses into book form.
I hope you may see your way clear to putting out the book on
some sort of basie that will not lose you any money, even if

it does not make any for me. A >

Some day I shall call at the office again uhless I hear
from you with instructions that I must not show my face there.

‘I might be in town tomorrow, for I broke my spectawles this

morning, or found them broken, rather, and I'm pretty helpless
without them. I may be gble to get them fixed here soc that i'll

not have to visit Portland till a bit later.

N Sincerely and hopefully yours,

~ levi T. Pennington.



