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May 3, 1947,

Binforde & Wort,
102 wd' 'o 'inbh.
Portland, Oregon.

Gentlemeni=«

: + (1 almost sald "Dear ¥rienmde", for I was met on such
a friendly basis) if this lebler sounds like a salesusn's talk,
there'll be nubhing ebtrauge avuubt that. 1 confees that I'd very
mach like tu have a voluwe ol uy verse published, and by you,
1t would please my wife, 1l woulu please my brothers and gis=-
teré no end, it would please my friends, it would plesse me
probably more than any of the rest, and it would make a grotie
fying adaition to what “ho's “ho in America has to say about
me in bheir next editbion; and it might, on the dong chance that

1t would sell, lead bo other publications.

Of course I know that there's the difficulty, "if it
would sell." And since I was asked to suggest where it would
sell, l-confess that 1 cannot be sure where it would sell, but
I can suggest places where it might sell -- places where I hope
it would. ;

"irst -there are the Qusker circles., It has been my good
fortune to be in work that has made me pretty widely known among
variovus circles of Friends. I was a pastor for eighnt years in
Indianae Yearly Meeting, the largest yearly meeling in America,
in four different places, in two of those places serving two
meetings: and I was called to other than pastoral service in a
good many ways._ I was head of the Young Friends organization
which established, at Vinona Lzke, the first Young !riends con-
ference in Americe. 1 was a frequeni speaker at yearly meet-
ings, conferences, bible institutes, etc., and one of the pasm-
phlets which I wrote in connection with one of these had =
rather wide circulation a2s a tract before I ceme to Oregun. 1
was o frequent contributcr to our church papers, as I still am
-= I wrote regularliy for one uvf them every week for years, and
recently articles which I have wrilien have appeared in The
American Friend, The (sv=called "Sguare”) Friend (of Philadel=-
phia), The ¥Friends Intelligencer, etc. L was abt one time reade-
ing clerk of the Five Years Meetihg of Friends in America, and
I have been told that I was scheduled for the position of pre-
eiding clerk at the nexi session, but in the meantime Oregon
Yeurly seeting seceded from the Five Years Meeting. (My father
remarked when this happened, "Levi did not secede.") Vhile
Oregon remained a member of the "ive Yerrs Meeting, I was the
representative of Oregon Yearly Meeting on the Executive Come
mittee of the Five Years Meeting. And when the Forward Nove-
went of Friends in Americs was organized, I was made its head,
and traveled over 80,000 miles in two years, meeting with friends
from coast to coast. I was and still am connected wilh bhe
American Friends Service Committee, and aw a memoer oi tine exe-
cutive committee of the branch that is being formed for Oregon. i
1 was for many years presiding clerk of Oregon Yearly Yeeting,
a mewber of the executive commitiee, and head of its peace de-

'  partment. ~2Perhaps enough of wy Quaker connections. I'd hope
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~ that among the thousands who know me personally and the other

" thousands who have read things that I have written (very little

of my verse, for I do mot recall thatl moreyphnn, two thj,,,;4g4,(¢£)
, thinge contained in the msnuscript which you uere Would

$iowd be » considernrble number, both east and west, who woula purchase

LN a volume. (I forgot to tell you that I spent a very busy three

e e ~ monthe in England, speaking a8 many as four times a day, and

B . becumlng personally acquainted with many ¥riende over there and

' X in Ireland; and that I have raised some 300,000,000 among Friends

in the east for Pacific College, and they must not have felt too
unfriendly towerd me or' they'd not have given like that.)

Well, I'd guess that among Friends would be the largest

prospect of sale for a book of my verse; and 1 am sure that 1I'd

- get 2 good review of the velume in The ‘“mericsn Friend at least,
end in the others for a guess. Merrill Rool!, one of the most
successful of today's poets and head of the English work at
Farlhem College, where I was graduated, has written very kinu
words about my verse; and he is the poetry editor of The American
Priend, in which verses by my daughter and my granddaughter are
published from time to time.

‘That suggests a second class of folks some of whom 1
hope would be interested in a vclume of verse by me, and might
get .80 reckless us to buy a copy, and that is the educational
circle of my acquaintances and friends. 1I'd not bank heavily on
any results from my public schocl teaching, though there wus
some of that which got re some interesting friends. I had to
work my way through High School, but I graduated at the head of
my class and was valedictorian., I tzught for years with Trave
erse City, where 1 graduated, 2s the center; then I went into
newspaper work, where I worked up to city editor of a daily pa=-

) per, in which I was assured that I could buy & {inancial in-
terest if I desired, but I went to preaching about Llhatl time,
and left the newspaper field, coming from the pastoral work in
Indizna to the presidency of the college here. #s you know, I
was president of Pacific College for thirty years, =2nd am now
president emeritus. I was repeatedly head of the sssociation of
Independent Colleges of Oregen, a speaker at teachers institutes,
schools and colleges, giving commencement zddresses in dozens
of High Schools, and I was cne of the ppeakers at the Fational
Pducation Association convention the time it was held in Port-
land. I heve spokem at the University (from which I hold a mas-
ter's degree). and if they had not gone out of commercial print-
ing, it is likely that I should have had 2 volume of verse is-
sued by them before this. I have been repeatedly a speaker
at sssembliee of Oregon State College, and have spoken at Reed,
P-eific University, Linfield, Willamette, Portland University,
‘Albany (now Lewis & Clark), Marylhurst, etc. And of course the
place where one would expect most interest in my work would bde
among the faculty, former facully, alumni and former etudents of
the college. (I taught Shakespeare, contemporary novel, con-
temporary ooetry and other English im the collqge for years, o
end was once asked to consider a place on the hnglish faculty : "
of the University, but I declined to consider it, as 1 felt my
; still to be with Pacific College, 2nd so the matler never

official.) ‘

t educational field is a sectnd one in which
!;:;; :g:tr might be some sale of my book of verse

=
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‘here are other circles where I am somewhat known. I

:nﬁ.ionod the religious press (fur I have written for other
eligious periodicals tham those of "riende, such publicstions
as The Homiletic Review, The Christian Standard, the old Fem's
Horn, and others.) I have written other things, short stories
for the most part -- ome of them is in the Harvara Junior Clas-
8lce, though it wne written n long time ngo and for boys. It
wes first published in the old Youth's “ompanion.) And I have
read some of my verse to groups of people who were interested,
though I confess that that has not been extensive.

I have a pretty wide scquoniteonce through such organiza-
tions ae the Worthwest Institute of International Helatiuns,
the Tationnl Council for “revention of War, of which 1 au vne
of the vice presidents, the 'merican "riends Service Committee,
the Oregon Council of Churches, the rederal Council of thg
Churches of Chriet in /‘merica, of which I was one of the Chare
ter Associates, the Hoover l'o.ndation, of which I am a member

of the Ixecutive Committee, and sc on, and on, and cn.

"ell, you dc not need to tell me thet most of the folks
who know me will not buy copies of any book that I might have
published. I know that; if I thought that one in ten of them
would, or one im twenty, I1'd issue the book at my own expense

and make some money out of it.

You have issued numerous books by Ben Hur Lampman. He

and I are good friends, by correspondence, and he might give

you an opinion as to the guality of my verse. (There is a pos=~
sibility that I might want to include more than the verses 1 have
submitted to you.) I doubt if lir, Lampman has read :ny of my
verse at 211. He was highly plessed, apparently, with "Salveli-
nue FOntinalis -- A Rhapsody”, 2 sort of essay or something that
I once wrote about the eastern brook trout.

. I mentioned my friend Merrill Root. He recommended a
literary critic and agent in znother state, who is anxious to
have me let 2 firm which she recommended put out this book for
me, I'd lots rather heve your firm do it, though they promise
zll sorts of publicity, handling of sales, etc.

I have a number of bookelength manuseripts in prose, a
plain novel, a2 "whodunnit", a religious book, "Fishers of ken",

“snd the first draft of an "autobiography" of Z%imon Peter, which

I havé read to a number of friends in Newberg, and which they
seewed Lo appreciate greatly. But the thing I am most inter=
ested in these deys is getting some of my verses into book form.
I hope you may see your way clear to putting out the book on
some sort of basie that will not lose you any money, even if

it does not make any for me. A >

Some day I shall call at the office again uhless I hear
from you with instructions that I must not show my face there.

‘I might be in town tomorrow, for I broke my spectawles this

morning, or found them broken, rather, and I'm pretty helpless
without them. I may be gble to get them fixed here soc that i'll

not have to visit Portland till a bit later.

N Sincerely and hopefully yours,

~ levi T. Pennington.
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