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Chapter 1
INTRODUCTION
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

The Bible shows that God does not desire to have individual
Christians scattered in a haphazard way throughout the world, but that
God wants a people who would proclaim his name around the world. The
promise to Abram was that his descendents would become a great nation
through which the whole world would be blessed.! Moses addressed the
people of Israel saying, "The Lord will establish you as his holy peo-
ple, as he promised you on earth, if you keep the commands of the Lord

"2 In John 17 Jesus prayed for those

your God and walk in his ways.
who believed in him. They would be his people, his church on the earth.
Jesus prayed, "Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. As you
sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world."3 God's plan
is for these who believe in Jesus to become the church.

The need to emphasize the people of God cannot replace nor
minimize the need of the church to minister and witness to individuals.
Much of the teaching of Jesus stresses the need for the individual to
have his/her sins forgiven. In speaking of himself, Jesus said, "The
Son of man came to seek and to save what was lost."* In another place
he said, "I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners."? Scrip-
tural examples of the forgiveness of sins can be seen in the healing of

6

the paralytic” and the forgiving of the sinful woman at the house of



Simon the Pharisee.’ In both examples Jesus noted that the faith of
those involved was the reason that sins were forgiven. Salvation comes
when the sinner begins Tiving 1ife with faith relationship to Jesus.
This emphasis on the salvation of individuals was to be continued by
the church.

In his final words, Jesus included the great commission, say-
ing, "Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them

"8 In this way Jesus passed

to obey everything I have commanded you.
the work of proclaiming forgiveness which he began to the church. Much
of the proclamation of the gospel requires the witness of the individ-
ual Christian to their unbelieving friends. This should be considered
the work of one member of the church toward accomplishing the church's
goal of reaching the world for Christ.

The Christian must therefore be seen in two ways. First, the
Christian is seen as an individual committed and consecrated to the
Lord Jesus Christ. As such, an individual Christian will develop a
lifestyle pleasing to the Lord, a lifestyle which draws the Christian
closer to the Savior every day. The Christian will also maintain a
relationship with the family and the community within which the Christian
works and lives, a relationship which will glorify God and earn respect
for the Christian.

Secondly, the individual must be a part of the church. In the
New Testament the church is described by several metaphors. The church
is the church of God,9 the kingdom of God,10 the people of God, 11 the
body of Christ,12 and the building of God.13 Each of these word pic-

tures show the solidarity which the individual Christian has with the

church. A kingdom contains many parts, each of which is important.
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Each Christian is a part of the church. Each Christian has a God given
job which is his or her priviledge to perform within the church.
Each one reached for Christ must be brought to maturity in
Christ. This maturity, when achieved, will see the individual actively
involved in the local church and strong in faith. It is God working in
and through the Tives of those in the church which will be the greatest
witness to the unbelieving world of the power of God. As David Watson
wrote, "This will always be the most attractive and persuasive argument
for the reality and relevance of God: a sense of his presence in the
midst of his peop]e.“14
I believe that many individual Christians have had a very dif-
ficult time finding and accepting the role God has given them to fill in
the Tocal church. I believe some Christians move from one local church
to another trying to find a place where they can be an active part of
the Church. Another indication of this problem is the number of indivi-
duals who give their Tives to Christ, but never become active in the
local church nor advance in their spiritual lives. The problem of helping

the infant Christian grow to maturity will be addressed in this paper.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The purpose of this paper is to provide a series of sermons
which will help give an overview of the church as it is found on earth.
This overview will deal with Christian Thought and Belief, Christian
History, Christian Duty, and Christian Growth. The new Christian will
be able to gain understanding as to what it means to be a Christian and
what it means to be a part of the church as the basic doctrines of the
church are examined. The Christian will see individuals working within

the church and sometimes against the local church in the history of
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Christianity. Those who believe in Christ will be challenged to become
Christian in lifestyle as the topic of Christian Responsibility is pre-
sented. Finally the Christian will be challenged to spiritual growth as

the means of grace are examined.
JUSTIFICATION FOR THE STUDY

In order for the Christian to become mature, an understanding
of this new relationship with Christ must be achieved. First, a theolo-
gical understanding is needed. What does God expect of his people? What
is the church? What is theology? The answers to these questions can
provide a foundation for greater participation in the Christian community.

A second way the individual is related to Christ is historical.
The death and resurrection of Jesus is historical. The church has been
in history for almost two thousand years. The new Christian needs to un-
derstand the working of the church and the local church down through
those two thousand years. The Christian needs to see the heroes of Chris-
tianity as they stood faithful in the face of persecutions. The Christian
needs to feel the Tove for Christ of those who seperated themselves from
the world at the time when the local church was so bound to the world it
could scarcely be called the Church of God. The Christian needs to know
the faith in Christ which made the reformers choose to trust God's Word
instead of the traditions of the local church.

A third way that the Christian must understand this new rela-
tionship to Christ is in respect to the new 1life faith brings. How does
the righteousness which is from God come to reality in the Tife of the
believer? The Bible speaking of giving good gifts says, '"How much more
will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?15

What does this gift of the Holy Spirit and the idea of holiness mean to
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the beleiver? How should the challenge of the Great Commission affect
the believer? How can the believer most effectively become a servant of
God?

The Christian must also be concerned with how to grow mature
in Christ. Bible reading, prayer, fellowship, and communion have all
been given as means of grace. Through these means, the Christian can

draw nearer to God and find greater spiritual power.
LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

This paper cannot provide sufficient sermons or sermon ideas
to adequately cover the vast topics mentioned. It is not the intent to
try. Rather the intent is to provide a few ideas in each area and four
sermons written in manuscript form in order to challenge others to take
the subject seriously. The sermons suggested will be more topically
oriented than expositional in nature. It is hoped that the topic ser-
mons presented will challenge ministers and laypersons, new Christians
and old Christians, into deeper studies of the Scripture. Four units of
ideas will be presented. The first unit will be on Christian thought,
the second on Christian history, the third on Christian responsibility
and the fourth on Christian growth. Each unit will be divided into four
preaching areas. Chapters two through five of the paper will present an
overview of these unit's idea along with some sermon starter ideas for
each preaching point.

Chapters six through nine will provide manuscript sermons for
the four preaching areas under Chapter 4, Christian Responsibility.

Chapter ten will be the summary.



DEFINITION OF TERMS

Church is to indicate the concept of the body of Christ on
earth. Its membership is those who by faith have received Jesus Christ
as their Lord and Savior and are striving to live their 1ife under his
leadership.

Local Church is to indicate the church as it exists on earth.

Its membership is composed of a mixture of those who are trusting Jesus
and striving to live for him, those who for one reason or another claim
to be trusting Jesus but in reality are not, and finally those who make
no claims as to trusting in Jesus nor of striving to live for him, but
who do frequently attend the meeting and services of a local church.
The local church should be the representative of the church on earth,
but when controlled by those who do not have a living faith in Jesus,
the Tocal church may only be connected with the church by the name it
uses.

Theology is the study of God.

Orthodox is the standard understanding of a scriptural idea.

Responsibility/Duty. These terms indicate the behavior which

should be a natural outgrowth of the sinner's act of faith in Christ.
For the non-Christian, responsibility or duty is that which is due or
owed another.

Righteousness is being in the proper or right relation with

God and man.

Holiness is the act and/or the position of being seperated
for God's service.

Communion is the service in remembrance of the death of Jesus.

Sanctification is the dedication of a thing to God and His
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service. In regard to the individual Christian there are four aspects
of sanctification, namely initial sanctification, positional sanctifi-
cation, progressive sanctification and entire sanctification.

Initial sanctification is the washing away of the sins of an
individual which takes place when that individual places his faith in
Jesus Christ (Revelation 1:5).

Positional sanctification is the position of being accounted
right because we have been given a righteousness from God (Romans 3:28).

Progressive sanctification involves the commitment of the in-
dividual to becoming that which God desires him to be. The choice to
believe Jesus is the first major step of progressive sanctification.

Entire sanctification is the commitment made by the Christian

to be a Tiving sacrifice.
METHOD

This paper is an outgrowth of the pastoral experience of its
writer. The experience was prior to his formal seminary training. The
need for new members of the church to understand the church as the body
of Christ in history and not simply as the small local church was not
being met in the official membership training program, so I began a
series of sermons to supplement that training.

The general preparation for writing this paper includes all of
the work I have completed at seminary. The more specific work included
organization of topics of interest into unit and preaching areas which
could be presented in a logical sequence of sermons. The sermon ideas
are drawn from general knowledge along with some specific study. An
historic person such as Francis of Assisi was studied to show how the

Scripture motivated him to action in his historic situation in order to



glorify God. Concepts such as prayer was studied to show how it is
important in the life of a Christian today.

The manuscript sermons were formed by a research of Scripture
dealing with their topic, and reading of authorities on the topics. One
of the Scriptures was chosen to be the text for the sermon. This Scrip-

ture was then studied and used as a base for an expository sermon.



FOOTNOTES

]Genesis 12:2-3. This quote and all other Scripture quotations
will be from the New International Version unless otherwise noted.

2Deuteronomy 28:9. 3John 17:17-19.
4Luke 19:10. SMatthew 9:13.
6Luke 5:20. ’Luke 7:48.
8Matthew 28:18-20. 91 Corinthians 1:2.
10Matthew 13:33. 117 peter 2:10.

121 Corinthians 12:27. 131 Corinthians 3:9.

14pavid Watson, I Believe in the Church (Grand Rapids, Michigan:
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1978), p. 124.

150 yke 11:13.
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Chapter 2

OVERVIEW OF CHRISTIAN THOUGHT

The title of this chapter implies several things about the
contents of the chapter. The word "thought" places the contents into

the sphere of reason. Webster's Seventh New Collegiate dictionary

defines thought as "the action or process of thinking...a reasoning power;

nloso it is, that this chapter contains an

something that is thought...
emphasis upon the reasoning ability and the conclusions reached by man.

The word "Christian" serves to define what kind of person is
doing the reasoning and what kind of conclusions can be reached. Chris-
tian thought is related to Jesus Christ and/or the Christian reh’gion.2
The person who is involved in Christian thought should be one who has
placed his or her faith in Jesus Christ and who now has a personal rela-
tionship with Him. However, one must be always on guard against being
deceived by the teachings of those who claim to be of the Christian
religion, but do not have a personal relationship with Christ.

The other key word in the title is "overview". This informs
the reader that the topic of Christian thought will not be handled in
detail. The four preaching areas presented in this chapter are presented
to provide an opening to the world of Christian thought. Christianity is
not a religion of rituals and magical powers. There are some rituals but

they serve as a remembrance of the actions of God on behalf of man, rather

than as an instrument used to win the favor of God. There are some
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supernatural forces, but these forces cannot be controlled by magical
methods. Instead, the primary message of Christianity centers on the
loving concern of God. Man, God's creation, has failed to believe God
and has fallen victim to sin. Because God loves man, He chose a plan
to redeem man. This plan he revealed through his word, the Bible, and
the 1ife of his son Jesus Christ. God desires to guide the man and wo-
man, boy and girl, who is willing to trust Jesus into a life of joy and
satisfaction. The attempt to understand God's word and the 1ife of
Christ, and to apply the Bible and what is known of the teachings and
life of Christ, calls for the Christian to become acquainted with the

field of Christian thought.
PREACHING AREA 1
WHAT IS THEOLOGY?

Webster's dictionary defines theology as the "rational inter-
pretation of religious faith, practice, and experience."3 Any attempt
of a Christian to express what he believes or to find guideline by
which to Tive is theology. This is important to every Christian for
every Christian is called upon to live a personal relationship with the
Savior.

The members of the local church should be encouraged to
recognize and use the different areas of theology. J. Barton Payne says
the four major theological disciplines are 1)exegitical, 2)historical,
3)systematic, and 4)pract1’ca].4 The minister and lay leaders should
help the membership realize that the theologians of today are presenting
ideas which will affect the church tomorrow. Introduce the layperson to

what is being thought today, so that, they can be prepared to see the
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truth and reject the error. Otherwise the Christian may unthinkingly
drift along peaceful with the trend their local church follows rather
good or bad.

Exegetical theology is concerned with the proper interpreta-
tion of the Scriptures. Teach the members the principles of Bible study.
Biblical sermon series can provide great insights on proper Bible study
methods. When preaching on Luke, consider a sermon on the Pharisees.
Show how they directed their lives with man-made rules rather than by
faith. A sermon on the triumphant entrance could show how Jesus was
coming as Prophet, Priest, and King, and application could be made to
the man in the pew. Each of these ideas represent exegetical theology
sermon topics. They call for the Scripture to be studied and interpreted
so that application can be made to the lives we live today.

Historical theology studies the thought of leaders of Chris-
tianity beginning with Peter and Paul and continuing through today.

When Martin Luther read the words from which sprang his leadership of the
reformation, it was the Bible from which he read. The pastor today

could study the life of Luther and show the difference those words of
scripture made within his life and then make application for his church
today.

Systematic theology is the topical study concerning the Chris-
tian 1ife. One might ask what the infilling with the Holy Spirit does
in the Tlife of an individual. This question would call for a systematic
study of the teachings concerning the Holy Spirit. The attempt to sys-
temize all the teaching of Scripture into a statement which explains
holiness, or the nature of God, or the atonement of Christ is systematic
theology.

Practical theology is the term used to express those studies
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which aid the gathering and proclamation of God's truth. Teaching how
to study the Bible by showing the development of a Bible study within
the framework of a worship service might not be classified as a proper
sermon, but it could have real value to the members. Another area of
practical theology is the field of homiletics, that is the study of
preaching. Homiletics is useful in making the spoken message such as
can be understood to the members and applied to the local situation.

Preaching from the area of theology can be rewarding and help-
ful. But it should be remembered that one of the purposes of theological
preaching is to introduce the members to theology. It is important for
those who attend the Tocal church to realize the practical nature of
theology. It may not be possible to understand every writer of theology
but it is important to be on guard and aware of theological trends.
Someday the Anti-Christ will come and his prime objective will be to
deceive the world in what it believes. Therefore each member must be

challenged to find a sound position for the Christian faith.

PREACHING AREA 2

WHAT IS THE CHURCH?

To what church do you belong? The answers to this question
are numerous. Some people would answer by naming the local congregation
where they attend. Others would give the name of the denomination to
which they belong. The intent of the often asked question is to receive
an answer which would identify either the location where one attended
church or the type of worship and beliefs in which one participated.

For the unchurched person, the fact that the question can be

answered in such variation may present a great barrier to understanding
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the nature of the church and the message of the church. Jesus Christ

was one person. His followers were one group. Yet today Christianity
consists of groups called the Church of God, the Church of Christ, the
Church of the Nazarene, the Methodist Church, the Baptist Church, the
Christian Church, the Mormon Church. And so on, and on, and on, the Tist
of different churches and denominations could go. What answer should a
Christian give when asked about the division and disputes within Christi-
anity? The place to begin, when searching for the nature of the church,
is not with a study of denomination. As Ray Stedman wrote, "The truth is,
of course, that no religious organization or denomination is or can be the
true chur‘ch.“5 The place to begin is with a study of God's word.

In the Scripture we see that the church is seen as united, even
though it is located in different areas. In John's vision he was told to
write to the seven chur‘ches,6 but these were not seperate churches. They
were united in Jesus Christ even though they were located in seven dif-
ferent cities. Paul, in his letter to the church at Corinth wrote, "to
the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and
called to be holy, together with all those everywhere who call on the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ."’ 1In this way Paul emphasized that the

church was one church even though it might be located in different places.

The members of the local church should be taught the character-
istics of the church as presented in the Scriptures. John 17 contains
the prayer of Jesus for those who believe in him. This is Scripture
which can be used to preach on the church. The different metaphors used
to describe the church could each provide an interesting sermon into the
nature of the church. Imagine how helpful a sermon on the army of God

or one of the body of Christ could be in teaching the work of the church
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under Christ.
PREACHING AREA 3

WHAT IS AN ORTHODOX BELIEF?

Webster dictionary defines the word "orthodox" as meaning,
"confirming to established doctrine; conventional."8 One might ask if
there is anything established within the Christian Church. A pause to
reflect will cause one to think of several things which could still be
called orthodox beliefs. That Jesus Christ is the Lord and Savior of

those who trust in him is one such doctrine.

The preaching associated with this preaching point needs to
stress the consistency of the doctrine down through the years. The sub-
ject needs to be presented as a truth which has been true throughout the
history of the church. This is not to say that those who challenged the
doctrine should be totally ignored. The corrupted ideas could be used

to demonstrate the importance of the true belief.
PREACHING AREA 4
WHAT MAKES THE METHODIST UNIQUE?

This area is to connect the Methodist Church and its descen-
dants with the New Testament Church. It is the application sermon of
this unit. The first sermon showed theology to be the search for Chris-
tian truth and the teaching of Christian truth. The second sermon showed
that the church is the body of Christ at work on earth. The third sermon
showed the sureness of Christian truth through the years. Now this fourth

sermon shows the place of the Methodist church and its descendants as a
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local church.

The Methodist revival spread rapidly because of three factors.
One of these was an emphasis on nurture. A second, was an emphasis on
field preaching. The Scriptural supports for these factors might be
studied and presented in sermon form.

Another idea would be to study the doctrine of holiness or
entire sanctification and present it within historical context. This
doctrine is also presented for explanation in the unit on Christian

responsibility found later in this paper.
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FOOTNOTES

lyebster's Seventh New Collegiate Dictionary (Spring Field,
Massachusetts: G. & C. Merriam Company, Publishers, 1963), p. 920.

21bid., p. 148. 31bid., p. 915.

4. Barton Payne, The Theology of the Older Testament (Grand
Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan PubTishing House, 1962), p. 109.

5Ray Stedman, Body Life (Glendale, California: Regal Books,
1972), p. 4.

6Revelation 1:11. 71 Corinthians 1:2

8Webster, Op. cit., p. 596.
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Chapter 3
OVERVIEW OF CHRISTIAN HISTORY

The overview of Christianity and the overview of Christian his-
tory are not the same. Within the history of Christianity one can find
false teachings, such as were taught by the Ebionites who said that
Jesus was "merely a man, a prophet, a spokesman for God, as were the
great Hebrew prophets of the past.“1 Within Christian history one sees
those committed to Christ putting their faith to work in 1ife. The pre-
supposition with which I approach this chapter is that throughout Chris-
tian history, God has seen his name glorified and the church enlarged
in the world.

The four preaching areas presented in this chapter cover the
span of Christian history. The sermons suggested are intended to give
an understanding of the way God was working with his people in Christian
history. God's word and God's spirit can be seen giving new 1ife and
hope to individuals even in the dark periods of the church. The four
preaching areas to be presented are, first, the church in the New Testa-
ment; second, the church before the reformation; third, the church in

reformation, and fourth, the church after reformation.
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PREACHING POINT 1

THE CHURCH IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

This sermon should catch the spirit of the New Testament
evangelism and faith as it proclaimed Jesus Christ as the representa-
tive of God to man. Jesus Christ was proclaimed to be the way and the
truth and the light. The gospel message was proclaimed in contrast to
the popular philosophies of the day. In Judaism, the Pharisees taught
a life bound by rules. This 1ife was to be Tived in order to win God's
favor. The gospel proclaimed a life changed through a personal relation
with God. This relationship was to be entered through faith in Jesus
Christ. In Greek mythology the favor of the god's was to be won by
abundant sacrifices. The gospel message proclaimed the favor of God
revealed in Jesus Christ, the giver of the abundant Tife.

The years beginning with the teachings of Jesus and ending
around 500 B.C. were years of persecution and victory. The early
believers proclaimed with joy the abundant 1life they had found through
faith. The message was often rejected and the messenger persecuted.
Jesus was crucified by the teachers of Jewish Tegalism. The worshipers
of the Goddess Diana sought the death of Paul. The Caesars of Rome
desired to stamp out Christianity. Yet the truth of the Christian mes-
sage spread throughout Jerusalem, Judea, the nation of Israel, and the
Roman Empire. Indeed the message that Jesus Christ frees men from their
sins continued to spread beyond the boundaries of the Roman Empire.

One sermon might well present a Biblical study of the life of
Paul. The power of the gospel as it touched Paul's soul and changed him
could well illustrate the multitude of changed lives which came because

of faith in Christ during this time of history. VYet Paul's life as a
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Christian was never a simple nor comfortable life. Paul was constantly
faced with the threat of persecution. The Tife of Paul showed that he
never feared the persecutions which man might give. His dream, his goal
was to complete the task which his Lord and Savior had laid before him.
Or perhaps one might preach using Romans 13:11-14 as a text.
This text was important in the conversion of Augustine (354-430 A.D.).
Augustine was troubled by his lack of self-control. He searched for a
true religious experience in the religious teachings of his day, but
found freedom only when he read Romans 13:11-14. The verses read,
And do this, understanding the present time. The hour

has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our

salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The

night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put

aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of Tlight.

Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and

drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in

dissension and jealousy. Rather, clothe yourselves with the

Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the

desires of your sinful nature.
In preparing this message, the minister could reveal some of the reli-
gious teachings which did not satisfy Augustine. He could show how the

Christian message gains victory over these untrue teachings by giving

victory in life to Augustine.
PREACHING AREA 2
THE CHURCH BEFORE THE REFORMATION

The time period which this area covers begins at approximately
500 A.D. and continues until approximately 1500 A.D. This period could
be called "the local church becomes a world power.' The church as the
body of Christ had won acceptance by the Roman government. Then it
achieved various degrees of recognition as the official local church of

the Roman Empire. This combination of spiritual/political power allowed
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the Roman Catholic Church to continue to spread the gospel message and
to continue to increase in political power even though the Roman Empire
was to lose influence.

The spiritual growth of the church took two directions. First,
the church grew geographically. That is, the area of the world in which
the gospel was proclaimed became larger. The barbarian tribes which
invaded the northern and western part of the Roman Empire settled in the
areas they captured. Soon a successful effort was underway to share the
gospel in the northern countries. The acceptance of Christ in these
areas allowed the political power which the local church held in the
Roman Empire to be extended.

The southern part and eastern portions of the Roman Empire was
being invaded by the Moslems. Again the gospel was proclaimed but not
as successfully. The Moslems who believed were highly persecuted.3
Gradually the church lost members in the area controlled by the Moslems,
however these losses were smaller than the gains made in the north and
west.

The second type of spiritual growth which took place was an
anti-culture movement. The monastic movement actually began with Anthony
around 250 A.D. Throughout the years 500-1500 A.D. monasticism was a
basic emphasis within the local church. The monastery was a Christian
community. Different monasteries had different purposes. Some were
developed as places for service, some as places of learning, and some as
places of worship. Whatever the primary purpose of the monastery, they
all provided the individual Christian the opportunity to withdraw from
the pressures of the outide Tife so that the Christian could draw closer

to God.
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Politically, the local church was able to gain power as the
Roman Empire Tost power. The climax of the power of the local church
was reached when Innocent III was Pope. He reigned from 1198 to 1216.
During these years, the Pope posessed such power that he could dictate
to the kings of the nation. Innocent III felt that God had ordained
both the pontification and the royal power, as he had the sun and the
moon, and that as the Tatter draws its light from the former, so the
royal power derives its dignity and splendor from the pontifical.

Unfortunately, the political power of the local church was
often in the control of men with 1ittle spiritual life. During those
times corruption was widespread and the local church brought disgrace
to the name of Christ. The political power of the Pope began to decrease
gradually after the reign of Innocent III. The spiritual life of the
church also began to falter. The combined political and spiritual decline
was greeted by individuals who turned to the Bible seeking, finding, and
proclaiming the basic message of the gospel. These individuals were the
forerunners of the Reformation.

Biographical sermons may be built around the 1lives of Benedict,
Pope Gregory I, Bernard of Chairvaux, Francis Assisi, or Peter Waldo.
The movements which grow out of Scripture were the Cistercians, and the
Franciscans. The sermon should show Christianity standing in political
chaos. It should also show that even though the Tocal churches were
basisly united in the Roman Catholic Church still the local church was
earthly. The Church on earth has always been highly influenced by the
spiritual Tife or lack of spiritual life as the case may have been of its

local leaders.
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PREACHING AREA 3
THE CHURCH DURING THE REFORMATION

The Reformation was a result of several interacting forces.
The Turkish invasion caused a weakening of the church as a political,
governing force. The rise of nationalism caused even further loss of
political control as the vaious local leaders tried to gain control of
the local church within their area. So in one sense the Reformation
was a political struggle for power.

The Reformation also saw a basic change in philosophy. The
common understanding of Kings and Pharoahs were that they were gods.
The people thought that their knowledge and power as gods made them
natural leaders. With the fall of the Roman Empire the leaders of
Christianity became the natural leaders. This leadership was not
because they themselves were gods, but because of their positions as
representatives of God. In the Reformation a new emphasis on learning
was seen. People were thought to be capable of knowledge based on
their reasoning abilities. This knowledge would provide a better means
of 1iving on earth as more and more knowledge was gained and the scien-
tific method of learning was improved. The knowledge needed to Tive
pleasing to God would be gained by personal Bible study. Before the
Reformation, the Pope was the primary authority in dictating (1) the
1ife style of the individual and (2) the proper understanding of the
Bible. After the Reformation, the Pope was challenged for this authority.
Science has claimed more and more authority for dictating life on earth.
The new Protestant church presents the Scriptures as interpreted by each

individual as the authority for spiritual guidance.
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The Reformation therefore was more than just a split within
the church. The Reformation was the adaption of Christianity to a
new culture. The great historian an Christian history Kenneth Scott
Latourette gives four generalizations concerning the reformation. First,
the reformation was a movement which could be seen in the Catholic Church
as well as in the new Protestant church. The movement sought to make the
local church truly the church of God. Latourette said that both the Pro-
testant and the Catholic reformation "sought to cleanse the Church and to
bring it to a closer approximation to the Christian 1'dea1.“5

The second generalization given by Latourette points out that
the difference between the Catholic reformation and the Protestant refor-
mation was the question of papal authority. The Catholic reformers,
Latourette said wanted a "thorough and basic moral transformation of both
clergy and 1a1ty."6 This transformation would reform the 1ife of the
established church while maintaining the established doctrine. On the
other hand, the Protestant reformers rejected the authority of the Pope
to interpret the Scriptures for all Christians.

The third generalization notes that those geographical areas
which were in the Roman Empire and had been assimilated to the Latin
culture remained loyal to the Church of Rome. This points out how impor-
tant culture was in the Reformation. Latourette said, "In a sense the
emergence of Protestantism was a reaction of Teutonic peoples against
religious control from the Latin South.“7

The fourth generalization given by Latourette recognizes the
class differences represented by the reformers. Latourette wrote,

The fourth generalization one which also carries .

a contrast between the Protestant and the Catholic reforma-
tion is that the first sprang chiefly from the lower social

strata and the aristocracy. . . .umost of the outstanding
creators of Protestantism were of peasant or very humble
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birth. . . .almost all the leaders of the Catholic refor-
mation were from the nobility.

Sermon ideas for this preaching area have as many options as
there were reformers. One might study the 1ife of the Catholic reformer,
Ignatius Loyola to find what guided him to dedicate himself as a soldier
of Christ. Or one could use Romans 1:17 as a text and show how the words,
"The just shall live by faith," changed the 1ife of Martin Luther. John
Calvin, because of his study, was to say, "We are justified not without,
and yet not by work.”9 A sermon on the Scriptures most influential in

Calvin's commitment to Christ could be helpful.
PREACHING AREA 4
THE CHURCH AFTER THE REFORMATION

Following the reformation, Christianity saw fracture after
fracture after fracture as denominations were split and new groups were
begun. These splits, howevér, were symbolic of the emphasis upon the
individual working out one's own salvation through faith in Christ. Some
indivuduals sought a relationship with God based on faith and maintained
in the intellectual life. Samual Taylor Coleridge said that the "Christian

faith is the perfection of human 1ntelligence."10

Coleridge taught indivi-
duals to place their faith in God then live life as best they understood
it. Others sought to live a life of faith based on a literal understanding
of God's word. John Darbylead a group of Christians dissatisfied with the
"worldiness and spiritual dryness of the existing church,“11 and began a
new local church. In this local church, the Christians "endeavored to take
the Bible literally and to gather themselves together on the model of the

New Testament.12 They set up a highly regulated local church and lived a

highly regulated T1ife. Still others lived a 1ife of faith in Christ which
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emphasized ministering to both physical and spiritual needs. William
Booth Teft the Methodist New Connection Church to form the Salvation
Army.

Despite the many new denominations, Christianity has maintained
a degree of unity. Methods and organization has varied, but the goal of
Christianity has remained the same. The good news of the gospel has been
proclaimed. The life of holiness has been sought. The attempt to reduce
the needs and hurts of the world has been undertaken throughout the his-
tory of the church. The historian Latourette said this unity has been a
great resource against the " age-oldproblems of hunger, famine, war, and
pestﬂence.13 The world has seen a great deal of divisions with the
local church, but in the true church a unity can be seen.

Sermon ideas to show what God has done and continues to do in
this age can be found in the Scriptures which gave inspiration and new
life to Samual Taylor Coleridge, Charles Spurgeon, John Scott Lidgett,
John Nelson Darby, William Booth and many other great leaders of the last

two hundred years of Christianity.
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Chapter 4

OVERVIEW OF CHRISTIAN RESPONSIBILITY

The original title for this chapter was to be "Overview of
Christian Duty." The reason I change the word duty to responsibility

is due to the legal requirement which duty implies. The Random House

Dictionary defines duty as "that which one is expected or required to

"1 Note the unbending obligation which

do by moral or legal obligation.
duty demands. A person with a duty to do something must do that thing

or else he can be found guilty of neglect. The driver éf the car has a
duty to stop at intersections marked by a stop sign. The classic Greek

word study, The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, which is

nicknamed Kittel's tells us that 01d Testament use of the Greek word
éogéku or duty was used to refer to binding obligation. Deuteronomy
15:2 refers to a man's duty to God which is fulfilled in the sacrifice
of purification. This legalistic understanding of duty is an 01d Testa-
ment concept.

The meaning of duty begins to change in later Judaism and has
a different meaning when used by Jesus. The Jews realized that the debt
that man owed God was too large to be paid. Kittel's says, "Jesus, who
teaches his disciples to pray for remission perceives how impossible is
the way of compensating for bad deeds by good deeds.”3 Therefore, when
the New Testament talks about duty, it is not talking about those things

in 1ife which qualify a person for eternal life. Eternal life cannot be
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the result of fulfilling one's duty. Eternal life is a gift, which

God gives those who believe in Jesus. Duty, in the New Testament under-
standing, is to be found in the freedom in Tiving which occurs because
of the miracle of grace through faith in Jesus. Kittel said, "New
Testament é9ﬂ3£“’does not lead into external imposed legalism, but to
Christian commitment, the New Testament imperative, develops out of
salvation already known."?

Duty in the English language does not express this concept as

well as the word responsibility. The Random House Dictionary defines

responsibility as meaning "answerable or accountable, as for something
within ones power, control or management.5 The message of the Gospel
states that Jesus will change the life of man. Jesus condemned the
Pharisees because they were so bound by trying to obey the Taw that they
would not allow God to change their lives. One Bible handbook says of
the Pharisees, "Their supreme concern and delight was to keep the law
in every exact deta11."6 Jesus said, that the Pharisees cleaned "the
outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-
1'ndu1gence."7 Paul wrote, "We maintain that a man is justified by faith,
apart from observing the 1aw.”8

The change brought about by belief in Christ does not allow
the Christian man to remain a slave to sin. Romans 6:6-7 reads, "For
we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin
might be rendered powerless, that we should no Tonger be slaves to sin
because anyone who has died has been freed from sin."

The change which belief in Christ brings is one of opportunity.
Paul wrote, "therefore, . . . in view of God's mercy, . . . offer your
bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God."9 Life for the

Christian has one main goal, which is to live pleasing to God. Out of
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this goal comes a desire to avoid sin, for sin hinders 1living for God.
Joseph J. Edwards wrote a chapter entitled "The Truly Happy Man" which

is part of a book entitled A Call to Christian Character. He wrote,

The "happy man" knew that the way of God (wisdom) was
the best of all possible lives and that the way of the un-
godly (folly) was the worst. Life for him had two sides:
One, the unhesitating acceptance of and enthusiastic partic-
ipation in godliness, and the other, the atruggle against
every effort to destroy the work of God. !

Christian responsibility as it is understood in the New Tes-
tament is built upon the foundation of faith in Jesus Christ. It is the
ability to serve God in word, thought, and action. It is expressed in
opportunities to honor God in thought, worship, service, and witness.
Christian responsibility is not subject to the law for it begins where
the law ends.11 The Taw tells what cannot be done,12 Christian respon-
sibility tells what can be done. Christian responsibility is not sub-
ject to sin, for when sin seeks to destroy our relationship with God,

Christian responsibility seeks to draw us into a closer relationship

with God.
PREACHING AREA I
LIVING IN RIGHTEOUSNESS

Alexander Solzhenitsyn contrasted the legal systems of the
United States and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. He noted
that both systems were not sufficent. He said, "I can testify that a
society with no other scale but a legal one is less than worthy of man.“13
God created man in perfect fellowship in the world, but this fellowship
was broken by sin. Now God offers man a new fellowship, a fellowship

based on righteousness, but not the righteousness which comes by the

efforts of man. This righteousness is from God. It is righteousness
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which is received by faith. It is righteousness which is seen in Tlife.

The sermons preached in this area should proclaim the basic
gospel message that Christ can set men free from their sins. The text
I will later develop in manuscript form takes Romans 1:17 as its text.
The healing of the paralytic in Matthew 9:1-8 could also be used to
show the gospel message. Another text is John 3:16 which so beautifully
relates to the love of God, the coming of Jesus, his death, and man's

salvation.
PREACHING AREA 2
LIVING IN HOLINESS

The term holiness is only slightly different in meaning than
the term sanctification. Sanctification could be defined "made holy" or
"dedicated to be holy." The Greek word authority W. A. Vine defines
sanctification as (a) separated to God, and (b) the resultant state of
being so separated.14 Holiness on the other hand "denotes the manifes-
tation of the quality of holiness in personal conduct.“15 Holiness,
therefore, refers to a quality of Tife rather than a state of Tife.

The person who believes in God is given a righteousness from
God. The Christian has entered the state of sanctification. The person
who is in the state of sanctification will begin to bear the fruit of
holiness in life. The Christian, therefore, would immediately begin to
live a life pleasing to God. The more knowledge the Christian has of
God's will, the more God like his or her 1ife will be. This preaching
area should challenge the Christian to forsake sin, to leave everything
which does not draw the individual closer to God and to seek after every-

thing which will draw the individual closer to God. The ultimate goal
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of sanctification is the individual's complete commitment to God,
commitment which will produce holiness in life.

Texts for this preaching area are many. The text I will Tlater
develop into a sermon is I Peter 1:13-2:5. Other possible texts are
Romans 12:1-2, Galations 5:13-26, Ephesians 2:1-10, Ephesians 6:10-18,
and Colossians 3:1-7. These are just a few of the Scriptures which

could be used to preach holiness.
PREACHING AREA 3
THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

The Holy Spirit proclaims the message of the Gospel to the
world of man. It was the Holy Spirit who inspired King David to speak
of Christ.16 Elizabeth, inspired by the Holy Spirit, praised Mary and
greeted her saying, "Why am I so favored, that the mother of the Lord
should come to me?”17 Zechariah and Simeon rejoiced in Jesus and,
inspired by the Holy Spirit, spoke of him as God's salvation for the
wor]d.18 The Bible indicates that no man can recognize the salvation
God offers in Jesus except his mind hear the words of the witness
empowered by the Holy Spirit.

Jesus spoke of the good gift which the Heavenly Father would
give. Jesus identified that gift to be the Holy Spirit.lg The Holy
Spirit would empower the believers to be witnesses.20 The Holy Spirit

21 The Holy

would be like a spring of 1iving water within the believers.
Spirit would be a comforter who would take the place of Jesus.22 During
the last appearance of Jesus, he told the believers to wait in the city
until "you have been clothed with power from on high.”23

The baptism of the Holy Spirit is to be sought by those who



33

believe in Jesus. A1l four Gospels tell us that John the Baptist

taught of the Messiah saying, "When the Messiah comes he will baptize
with the Holy Spirit.“24 The book of Acts contrasts the baptism of John
and the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Acts shows Jesus eating with the
believers and giving them these words of instruction, "Wait for the gift
my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John bap-
tized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit.“25

The baptism of the Holy Spirit affects the 1ife of the believer
in three ways. First, the Holy Spirit gives knowledge. Jesus said that
the Holy Spirit would "teach you all things and remind you of everything
I have said to you.”26 Second, the Holy Spirit produces quality fruit
in the 1ife of the believer. Third, the Holy Spirit gives gifts of ser-
vice to the believer.

Sermon topics in this area could be of great variety. The ser-
mon I will develop will be a topical sermon. Its goal will be to intro-
duce the baptism of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer. Other
sermon ideas are to preach on the Holy Spirit as the revealer of Jesus,
or the teacher of the truth. A sermon on the Holy Spirit, the producer
of the quality 1ife, would be good. The church could be inspired by a

sermon showing the Holy Spirit as the equipper of the Christian servant.
PREACHING AREA 4
LIVING AS GOD'S WITNESS

The Gospel of Jesus Christ must be proclaimed. John the Baptist
was sent as a forerunner of Jesus. His task was telling the people that

the kingdom of heaven was at hand. He was to call the people to lives of

Portland Center Library
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righteousness. He was to proclaim that God's time of salvation was
very near. The first disciples of Jesus were originally disciples of
John. John, after seeing a dove from heaven 1ight upon Jesus, knew that
Jesus was the Son of God. John then pointed to Jesus and said to two of

his disciples, "Look, the Lamb of God.”27

Those two disciples then
became disciples of Jesus.

Jesus saw his primary task to be the proclamation of the king-
dom of God.28 When . Jesus called the fishermen, Peter, Andrew, James,
and John, he called them to follow him and become fishers of men.29 He
trained the disciples to go out in groups of two proclaiming the kingdom
of God. Jesus, just before the ascension, commissioned the believers to
be witnesses unto the whole world.30

The goal of this preaching area is to challenge Christians to
share the Gospel. The text I will develop into a sermon is Luke 24:36-48.
In this text Jesus reaffirms his purpose in coming to earth, then commis-
sions the believers to witness to the world. Another might be the call
of the four disciples to be fishers of men found in Matthew 4:19. Another

sermon might be on the book of Luke. Luke was written to present a clear,

orderly account of what God did for the world in Jesus.
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Chapter 5
OVERVIEW OF CHRISTIAN GROWTH

How does a person grow closer to God? Most religions of the
world teach that the individual gains the favor of God, either by much
service, or by total self denial. Christianity teaches that neither of
these will draw the individual closer to God. Christianity teaches that
the individual cannot approach God, except by God's mercy. The message
that Christianity proclaims is that God sent the Holy Spirit to draw the
individual to him. John Wesley said, "All outward means whatever, if
separated from the Spirit of God, cannot profit at all."l c. s. Lewis
writes, "after the first steps in the Christian 1ife we realize that
everything which really needs to be done in our world, can be done only
by God."?

This is the great truth of God's grace. God is drawing man
into faith and fellowship. John Wesley realized this truth and developed

3 The first rule was to refuse to

two rules for living his 1ife of faith.
depend upon his own works, the second, was to attend to the means of
grace. The means of grace provide the subject material for the sermons
in this unit. ATlthough no one can earn entrance to heaven, the believer
can participate in the activities which have become known as means of
grace. dJohn Wesley said "in the Apostolical church . . . the whole body

of believers agreed, that Christ had ordained certain outward means, for

conveying his grace into the souls of men."4 These outward means are the
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means of grace.

The preaching areas suggested in this chapter will present
four means of grace. The first preaching area will deal with communion
or the rememberance of the Lord's supper. The second preaching area
will deal with prayer. The third preaching area will deal with Bible

study. The fourth preaching area will deal with Christian fellowship.
PREACHING AREA 1
GROWTH THROUGH COMMUNION

The Lord's supper was established by our Lord in the context
of the Passover celebration. The Passover symbolized God's power to
deliver from evil. The first Passover saw the Hebrews delivered from
Egypt. The term Passover refers to the way God's death angel passed
over those who believed God would do what he said and therefore, fol-
Towed God's instructions.® The Hebrews were spared when the angel saw
the blood of the sacrificial Tamb sprinkled on the door post. 1In this
way the Hebrews were spared from death that night.

Passover also came to be associated with redemption.6 God
required the first born both human and animal to be sacrificed. The
first born of the flocks could be either redeemed by the sacrifice of
some other animal to take its place. The human first born was to be
redeemed.

By the time of Christ the feast of unleavened bread had also

7 It symbolized the beginning

been merged into the Passover celebration.
of the new year. The old year with all its impurities were put away.
A new year was begun.

So when Jesus instituted the Lord's supper, the Apostles under-
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stood Jesus to be talking about God purifying work in redemption, and
deliverance. Jesus himself was to be the sacrificial lamb. The life
of the sinner could be redeemed through the death of Christ. The par-
ticipation of the believers in the Lord's supper was to remind them of
what Christ had done for them. The Apostle Paul stressed the idea of
participation in the death of Christ. Paul shows that the person who
believes in Christ dies with Christ to sins and is resurrected with
Christ to new 1ife.8
The communion service today is a reminder of what Christ has
done and what Christ desires to do for the believer. The times of quiet-
ness, meditation, and prayer associated with communion are rich times
for spiritual growth.
Sermons in this area can be taken from the original Passover
in Exodus 12. The text in Exodus 13 where the consecration of the first

born in established is a good text. The establishment of the Lord's

supper in I Corinthians chapter 10 and 11 are possible texts as well.

PREACHING AREA 2

GROWTH THROUGH BIBLE STUDY

The Bible is God's word. The Bible claims to be the word of
God is supported by internal evidence. The Bible makes the claim that
it is the Word of God. Paul in II Timothy 3:16, "Al11l Scripture is God
breathed. . ." and Peter in II Peter 1:21, "For prophecy never had its
origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried
along by the Holy Spirit." History also supports the claims that the
Bible is the Word of God. Frederick Owens, an archaeologist has indicated

that archaeological discoveries has supported Scriptures. The way that the
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Bible speaks to man is a third support of its claim to be the Word of
God.

Since the Bible is God's word and since it speaks to the heart
of its readers, it draws men to God. The Bible teaches the truth of God
through the lives of people. It shows God calling men and women to his
service. It shows God rebuking individuals for their sins. It shows
God's grace extended through Jesus.

The sermons in this unit should challenge the Christian to
seek personal growth through the personal study of the Bible. II Timothy
3:16 is a good text for this sermon. Psalms 19:7 is another possible

text. A third possible text is Hebrews 4:12.
PREACHING AREA 3
GROWTH THROUGH PRAYER

0. Hallesby wrote a book on prayer which has become a classic.

w10 In another

He said, "to pray is to let Jesus come into our hearts.
place he said, "Prayer is the breath of the soul, the organ by which we
receive Christ into our parched and withered hearts."11 Prayer is a
fresh fellowship with our Lord and Savior through which the soul grows
closer to God.

Luke stresses the importance of prayer, both in the Gospel of
Luke and in the Acts of the Apostles. In Luke, Jesus is shown to pray
all night before he chose the Apost1es.12 Jesus drove the merchants
from the temple saying, "It is written, My house will be a house of

prayer, but you have made it a den of robber‘s.“13

Jesus taught the dis-
ciples that prayer was a tool which could be used to prepare for temp-

tation. He directed them to pray persistently.
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In the book of Acts the disciples are seen time after time in
prayer. They prayed in worship, and in times of trial. They prayed in
private and in public. They prayed expecting answers and they received
answers. The early fellowship was marked by devotion to "the Apostle's
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.“16
The apostles felt compelled to spend their time "in prayer and the min-
istry of the wor]d.”17 The laity also was involved in prayer.

God honors the prayers of the people. The godly but child-
less couple Zechariah and Elizabeth prayed for a child. They were
chosen to be the parents of John the Baptist. God recognized the prayers
and gifts to the poor by Cornelius and sent an angel to tell Cornelius to
send for Peter. To Peter, God sent a vision so that when the messengers
from Cornelius came, Peter gladly returned with them to the house of
Cornelius. There Peter preached Jesus. Those present believed and were
baptized both with water and by the Holy Spirit. While the local church
prayed, the angel led Peter out of jail. With fasting and prayer, the
local church at Antioch sent Paul and Barnabus out on the first missionary
journey. Prayer was an essential part of the life of the early believers.

The spiritual leaders of both the 01d and New Testaments spent
much time in prayer. Moses was dependent upon prayer. Daniel was depen-
dent upon prayer. Paul was dependent upon prayer. The Christian today is
dependent upon prayer. E. M. Bounds was noted for his life of prayer and
writings on prayer. He wrote,

Nothing distinguishes the children of God so clearly and
strongly as prayer. . . . Christian people are prayerful; the
wordly-minded, prayerless. Christians call on God; worldlings
ignore God, and call not on His name. But even the Christian
has need to cultivate continual prayer. . . . It is the expres-
sion of a relation to God, a yearning for divine communion. It
is the outward and upward flow of the inward life toward its

original fountain. It is an assertion of the soul's patergity,
a claiming of the sonship which links man to the Eternal.l
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When thinking of texts for a sermon on prayer, one immediately
thinks of the Lord teaching the disciples to pray. This occasion is
recorded in Matthew 6:5-14 and is an excellent text. Another text is
James 4:2, "You do not have, because you do not ask God." This was one
of R. A. Torrey's texts on prayer. Another of his texts was James 5:16,
"The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective." So many
excellent texts on prayer are possible that one is forced to wonder why
prayer is not preached more and why so many believers today spend too

1ittle time in prayer.

PREACHING AREA 4

GROWTH THROUGH FELLOWSHIP

An interesting Bible study is the concept of the believer's
ministry to other believers. One way this study could be undertaken is
to look up the word "another" in a good concordance and look for verses
which use the phrase "one to another." Here are a few concepts quickly

21 care for one another;22

24

gathered from this study; love one another;

25

by love serve one another‘;23 forgive one another; comfort one another;

and edify one another.26

The local church is the local representative of God's family.
We are not to try to live without the fellowship of the local church.
The believer can be challenged, encouraged, and strengthened through
fellowship.

William Barclay gives seven marks of fellowship which he draws

from Romans 15:6.27 This is his list,

1. Christian fellowship should be marked by the consideration
of its members for each other.
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2. Christian fellowship should be marked by the study of
scripture; and from that study of scripture the Chris-
tian draws encouragement.

3. Christian fellowship should be marked with fortitude.

4. Christian fellowship should be marked by hope. The
Christian hope is the hope which has seen everything
and endured everything, and still has not despaired,
because it believes in God.

5. Christian fellowship should be marked by harmony.
(Those who are within Christian fellowship. . . will
be quite sure that the Christ who unites them is greater
by far than the differences which may divide them.)

6. Christian fellowship should be marked by praise. The
Christian should enjoy life because he enjoys God.

7. Christian fellowship takes its pattern and its example,
its inspiration and dynamic, from Jesus Christ.

One could use Romans 15:1-6 as a text upon Christian fellow-
ship. Acts 2:42 would be another good text. I John 3:11-24 presents

the Tove of Christ which should be seen in the fellowship of the church.
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Chapter 6

Text: Romans 1:16-17.
Goal: To explain regeneration.

The Scriptures present a picture of God's expectations of men
and women. God expected mankind to be righteous, God expected mankind
to do that which was right. The stories of Noah, Abraham, Job, and John
the Baptist fill us with a sense of awe as they open our eyes to see
these men as God saw them. Here were men living and serving God in
righteousness. Each man maintained his faith and brought glory to God.

John the Baptist proclaimed the necessity of righteousness in
1ife when he preached the baptism of repentance. He expected those he
baptized to Tive a new life. "Prepare the way of the Lord", he shouted,
"make straight paths for him...straighten your lives and see God's sal-
vation" (Luke 3:4ff). John the Baptist warned the people against doing
evil, and exhorted them to do good.

The short accounts of John's ministry found in Luke 3 and Mat-
thew 3 reveal three truths. First, they show that the godly 1ife involves
a turning from evil. Second, they show that the godly life involves the
doing of good. Third, they show that the righteousness of the godly 1ife
is not the righteousness of obeying the law only. God's righteousness
goes beyond obeying the law.

The Pharisees were the legalists of Jesus' day.1 They took

great pride in knowing and obeying the law. The Pharisees "separated
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themselves from any type of Levitical impurity and dedicated themselves
to following the Mosaic law."2 The name Pharisees means separated by
special works. 3 Although some devout and godly men were Pharisees, the
group was criticized by both Jesus and John the Baptist.

When the Pharisees came to hear John preach, he greeted them
with harsh words. "You brood of snakes," he called them. Then he ex-
horted them "to produce fruit in keeping with righteousness" (Matthew
3:7-8). This could be restated, "Repent and allow the work of God to
produce good works in your 1ife." John expected those who followed him
to enter a righteous life.

The Tife that Jesus lived fit this description, for the gospel
shows that Jesus Tived a righteous life. The Scriptures describe the
growing years of Jesus as a time in which Jesus "grew in wisdom, and
stature, and in favor with God and men" (Luke 3:52). When Jesus was
baptized he said, "It is proper for us to do this to fulfill all right-
eousness" (Matthew 3:15). The Greek word for righteousness used here
is dikaiosune. It refers to an act which fulfills the law. Jesus was
concerned with keeping the law. He declared that he came to fulfill the
law and the prophets. The transfiguration of Jesus supported the empha-
sis Jesus placed upon the law and the prophets. The two who walked and
talked with Jesus at the transfiguration were Moses, the law giver, and
Elijah, the prophet.

Jesus concluded the Sermon on the Mount with a story of a wise
man, and a foolish man.4 The wise man is the man who hears the words of
Jesus and applies them to his life. The wise man built his house upon
the rock. The rain came, the rivers rose, and the winds blew and beat
upon that house, yet it did not fall, because its foundation was upon the

rock. Those who hear the teachings of Jesus and do not live by them are
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like the foolish man who built his house upon the sand. The rain came,
the river rose, the winds blew and beat against that house and it is des-
troyed. The individual who uses the word of God as his basic philosophy
of 1ife will be able to stand firm in faith as life's storms and trouble
assail him.

The teachings of Scripture shows that God expects men and women
to be righteous. This is made clear in the teachings concerning heaven
and judgment. In the parable of the sheep and goats,5 the righteous are
rewarded because they saw what needed to be done to help others and did
it. The unrighteous are condemned because they saw a need and did nothing
about it.

But what of 1ife realities? Have people lived by the Spirit of
the law? How do people measure up? Romans 1:29 says, "they have become
filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed, and depravity. They
are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice." Romans 3:23 reads,
"A11 have sinned and come short of the glory of God." The Scriptures
show that not one individual has been righteous. The good news is that
this point of condemnation is where the gospel of Christ begins. The
good news concerning Jesus Christ, proclaims a righteousness which is by
faith and which is offered to all.

A Christian is an individual who has received this righteousness
by faith. The believer realizes that his righteousness is not that which
comes by obeying the Taw. The Christian realizes that his righteousness
is not a result of ones efforts to live a good 1life, nor is it due to
being raised in a Christian home. The only source of this righteousness
is the grace and love of God. "For God so Toved the world that he gave
his one and only Son that whosoever believes in him shall not perish, but

have eternal life."6
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7 "Teacher,

A rich young man came to Jesus seeking eternal Tife.
what good thing must I do to get eternal 1ife?" he asked. He desired to
earn his way to heaven. He wanted to be known as one of the good people
of God. Jesus replied, "There is only One who is good" (Mark 10:18).

When we look at God's goodness, at God's holiness, then we realize the
utterly hopeless state in which we 1ive. God is pure and desires purity,
but we have been corrupted and desire to follow the evil desires of our
nature.

God saw the sin and guilt of the world and he sent his son to
become man. Sin had entered the world by one man Adam, now God would use
a man, his son Jesus, to conquer sin. Jesus never committed a sin, yet
he knew the separation and anguish which sin causes, because he took our
sins upon himself. Jesus could never have been cursed by the law. The
law could not point at Jesus and accuse him saying, "You have sinned, you
are cursed, you must die." But the Scripture tells us that Christ was
cursed for us. Galatians 3:13 reads, "Christ redeemed from the curse of
the Taw by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: 'Cursed is everyone
who is hung on a tree'."

The law can justly accuse us. We have sinned. The law points
at my sin and then turns its accusing finger at me and says, 'You are a
sinner, you deserve to die." I hear the words and must acknowledge, "Yes
I have sinned, I do deserve to die." But I have been redeemed, I have
been given a "righteousness from God."8 The law has been satisfied. God
has shown his Tove. Because of that love our sins will not condemn us.

We do not deserve that much love, we cannot earn that much love, but we
can accept that lTove. "The gift of God is eternal Tife in Jesus Christ."?

In a hymn entitled "My Hope is in the Lord" Norman Clayton wrote,

"My hope is in the Lord, who gave himself for me, and paid the price of all
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my sin at Calvary. No merit of my own His anger to suppress, my only
hope is found in Jesus, righteousness.”10

This righteousness of God is mine through faith. Our text em-
phasizes this, saying, "a righteousness from God is revealed, a right-
eousness that is by faith from first to last." Our salvation rests upon
faith. But what is faith? The Greek has three words translated in the
English word, faith.ll One word, elpis (e%mis), is used only once and
exhorts us to remain "confident in faith." One word, oligopistos (6)\Lxé-
1Tt¢ros) is a compound word which means "little faith." It is used when
Jesus stilled the storm after the disciples woke him because they feared
they would drown. It was used of Peter when, after he began to walk on
the water, he doubted and began to sink in the water. Peter showed Tit-
tle faith and began to sink. The third word is Ei§§i§_(vw&TLg\, used
primarily in terms of "religious belief or doctrine." Christian faith,
requires the individual to express confidence in Christ by faith.

Faith is rational because it is founded upon what Christ has
done in history and what is revealed in the Bible. Faith is mystical be-
cause it is based on the inner knowledge of what God is doing in the heart
to convict the individual of sin and to free from sin. Faith is practical
because it determines the lifestyle of the Christian.

Hebrews 11:1 reads, "Faith is being sure of what we hope for and
certain of what we do not see." This 1life of faith has become known as
positional sanctification. Positional sanctification refers to being ac-
cepted by God because of our position in Christ by faith. The Bible
says that it is not the lifestyle of the believer which saves (although
the believer's Tifestyle is certainly committed to God), but the position
in Christ by faith.

The final portion of the text says, "The righteous shall live
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by faith." These words are important words for all, but they are espec-
ially important to the Christian. The Bible has told us how God Tooks
for righteousness in all. The gospel of Christ proclaims the righteous-
ness from God which is offered to all through belief in Christ. These
words of the text, "The righteous shall live by faith," stand as a guide-
post pointing towards the road to eternal 1life. The road to which they
point might be known as the highway of faith.

The Christian life is based on faith. It is a new and differ-
ent 1ife than what was lived by the non-Christian. The Christian life is
not ruled by the masters of sin and law which rule over the non-Christian.
The Christian not only has entered a relationship with Christ, but is
cleansed by Christ. This cleansing is known as initial sanctification.
Initial defined as "beginning" or "first"; sanctification here defined
"made pure by God." The Christian's life is made new. The sin and guilt
of the believer's 1ife is washed by the blood of Christ.

The New International Version gives Galatians 5:1-12 the para-
graph title, "Freedom in Christ." The first verse of the passage reads,
"It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do
not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery." This freedom
frees the Christian from two types of slavery. First, the Christian is
no longer a slave to sin. Second, the Christian is not to be a slave to
the law.

We are no longer slaves to sin, because our faith in Christ
allows Christ to change our lives and purge them from sin. Our sinful
natures causes us to seek to make each of us the center of the world.

We consider ourselves to be Gods. The basic needs of the body becomes
the desires of our hearts. But as we allow Christ to purge our Tlife,

then Christ becomes our God and his will becomes the desire of our hearts.
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This is not something we do ourselves, we merely hear Christ knocking at
our souls, and open the door to him and he cleanses our lives of sin.

This cleansing as we noticed earlier is known as initial sanctification.
Once cleansed the Christian wishes to make righteousness the rule of

their lives. Should we fail, then we can remember the words of John as
noted in I John 2:1, "My dear children, I write this to you so that you
will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the
Father in our defense - Jesus Christ, the Righteous One." This is pos-
sible because of positional sanctification. Our faith has placed us in
fellowship with Christ. Should we sin and recognizing our sin, repent of
it, then Christ is faithful to forgive us. This is like the mother who

is encouraging her infant to learn to walk. She is in front of the child,
encouraging the child to take steps towards her in faith, anxious for the
child to succeed. Should the child fail and fall, the mother is ready to
pick the child up to begin again. So by faith in Christ, we are no longer
enslaved to sin. We have been freed, so that we can follow the guidings
of the Holy Spirit. The only thing which can separate us from the love of
Christ is our refusal to repent when we sin and our refusal to begin again
in faith.

The Christian is also freed from slavery to the law. The laws'
purpose is not to provide salvation, but rather to reveal the need for
salvation. The law points out sin. Romans 3:20 reads, "Therefore no one
will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather
through the law we become conscious of sin." Salvation comes by grace
through faith. "For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith -

d.“12 The purpose of

and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of Go
the Taw is to condemn sin. The Christian is freed from slavery to law.

The Christian's sins have been forgiven. The believer is seen to be
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righteous in Christ.

The Christian 1ife begins by faith in Christ. The Christian
life is maintained in faith in Christ. The Christian 1ife ends with
faith in Christ. When John saw the Glorified Christ, Jesus identified
himself saying, "I am the Alpha and the Omega, who is, and who was, and

w13 1t could be said that faith in Christ

who is to come, the Almighty.
is the A to Z of the Christian life.

Because faith is so important in the Christian life, the devil
attacks it fiercely. Paul constantly had to guard against people who
were teaching that the law must be obeyed. Paul, who could have been
selected the one most T1ikely to earn the favor of God wrote, "We who are
Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners know that a man is not justified
by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ.”14 The Jerusalem
conference, which is the first council recorded in Scripture, was called
to decide what rules the Gentiles would be required to obey. The con-
clusion reached at that conference was that God had called the Gentiles
to the life of faith and accepted them by giving them salvation and
filling them with the Holy Spirit, so the church should also accept the
Gentiles as brothers and sisters by faith. The Galatians church was
troubled by people who came teaching them to value the law and obey it.
Paul wrote to the church warning them to beware of these teachers who
were trying to "pervert the gospel of Christ."15 Paul asked the Galatians,
"Did you receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by believing what
you heard? Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you
now trying to attain your goal by human efforts?”16

Today there are many groups which teach that one can and must
earn salvation. So let us remember the words of Romans 1:17, "For in the

Gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by
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faith from first to last, just as it is written. "The just shall Tive
by faith." A third aspect of sanctification is to be found in these
words, "The just shall Tive by faith." Progressive sanctification is
sanctification in process. In the life of faith the individual learns
more and more of the nature of God, and the miracle of his grace. This
new 1ight or new understanding allows the Christian to forsake the old
lifestyle and come closer to God. This action is progressive sanctifi-
cation.

The Christian life is a vital personal relationship where God's
word is written by the Spirit on the mind and heart of the believer.

The law stands in its pronouncement of sin. The Christian individual
should recognize that breaking the law indicates a departure from the
guidings of the Spirit. No man will be saved by obedience to the law,
but the Taw still stands because it points out the need for redemption.
The law, though, is a minimum standard. We need to look beyond obedience
to the law, towards freedom of service in faith.

I exhort you to remember the joy you found by faith in Christ,
and remembering that joy, stand firm today. Christian, expect the future
to be continually enriched as you follow the Spirit's guidings. Christian,
get excited because the God who changed your 1ife will now open doors of

truth, Tove, and service through which you can bring glory to his name.
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Chapter 7

LIVING IN HOLINESS

Text: I Peter 1:13-2:3.

Goal: To show that Peter is referring to entire sanctification when he
says, '"grow up in your salvation" and to explain what the text reveals
entire sanctification to be.

Simon Peter could usually be found right in the middle of
everything. From the time when Andrew had brought Peter to Jesus, Peter
had taken a position of leadership, when Jesus asked the apostles, "who
do you say that I am?" (Luke 9:20). Peter had answered, "The Christ of
God" (Luke 9:18). Peter, with James, and John, composed an inner circle
of those especially close to Jesus.

Peter continued as unofficial leader after the death and resur-
rection of Jesus. On the day of Pentecost, Peter was the first to pro-
claim salvation through Jesus. He was the first to perform a miracle of
healing in the name of Jesus. Peter was the first to declare salvation
by faith to the Gentiles.

Peter was always at the forefront, always ready to lead except
for one time. That night when Jesus stood on trial before the high priest,
the courage of Peter had failed. Only a few hours earlier, Peter had heard
Jesus state the impossible. Jesus had said that he, Peter, would deny him.
Peter deny his Lord, how absurd, Peter would rather die than to deny Jesus.

Yet now as the rooster crowed to welcome the new day, Peter realized that
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he had indeed denied Jesus and he went out and wept in repentence and
shame.

In his sorrow Peter remembered what else Jesus had said the
night before. Jesus had said, "Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift
you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may
not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.”1
The word translated strengthen is the Greek word sterizo_(aqupéfaﬁ.
It means to strengthen, to establish, to confirm.2 Jesus had directed
that Peter should act as pastor to the believers. Peter would confirm
the truth that Jesus was indeed the Messiah. Peter would encourage the
faith of the brethren and help them to live their lives by faith.

Peter wrote two letters which are part of the New Testament.
If we were to guess, we might guess that Peter wrote these letters in
order to insure the faith of its readers, we would be right. The great
Bible teacher and preacher G. Campbell Morgan wrote, "The purpose of
Peter in writing...was to do the very thing that his Lord had told him -
to establish them and strengthen them."3 So it is in the letters of I
and II Peter, we see pastor Peter writing to believers throughout the
world.

The 1ife of which Peter writes is the 1ife triumphant in
Christ. Other titles have been given to this life. It has been called
Christian perfection, perfect 1ife, and entire sanctification. Entire
sanctification is one aspect of sanctification.

The great Wesleyan Bible commentator, Adam Clark gives two
basic meanings for the term sanctiﬁcation.4 First, sanctification re-
fers to "presenting to God." This use of sanctification refers to the
work of the believer as he presents land for a church, or an offering

to the work of God. This can be seen in the purchase and use of a
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communion set. The set is dedicated to God in the participation of the
Lord's supper, that is the taking of bread and wine in remembrance that
Christ gave his body for us and that his blood was the sacrificial blood
of the new covenant shed "for the forgiveness of sins."® The communion
set is used only for this purpose. No one would think to use the bread
plates of the communion set for serving cookies on fellowship night,
because they have been dedicated for a special use in worship.

A second meaning of sanctification is "to make pure." This can
only be the work of God. In the book if Isaiah, the prophet tells of a

6 In the vision the

vision he had which reveals how God makes man pure.
prophet saw the Lord and his holiness and realized how unholy he himself
was in contrast. In response to his lament of unworthiness God sent a
heavenly being with a live coal from the altar to touch the prophet.
Then God said, "Your guilt is taken from you, and your sin atoned for."7
God loves every man and woman. God will sanctify those who will allow
God to work in their lives.

The concept of the sanctified 1life is confusing because the
word sanctified refers to four different aspects of the Christian's re-
lationship to God. The first aspect is known as positional sanctifica-
tion. George Turner, writer of a classic on holiness, says that posi-
tional sanctification refers to "the ascription of sanctity to persons

8 I Corinthians 1:30

(or things) by virtue of a relationship to Deity."
reads, "You are in Christ Jesus who has become...our righteousness, ho-
liness, and redemption."

The second aspect of sanctification is initial sanctification.
Dr. Turner says that initial sanctification is a "change of status." I

Corinthians 6:10 speaks of the types of people who will not get to hea-

ven, but verse 11 speaks of the change which belief in Christ makes.
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Verse 11 reads, "And that (sinful) is what some of you were. But you
were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of God." The blood of Jesus washes
those who trust in Jesus, removing the guilt of sins.

The third aspect of sanctification is called progressive
sanctification. Dr. Turner wrote, "The Christian's obligation is to
cooperate with the Spirit of God in making the initial reception of
sanctification all pervasive in every area of 1ife.9 In progressive
sanctification, the Christian becomes a partner with the Holy Spirit in
making every day 1ife that which is pleasing to God. Romans 6:22 says
that the benefits the Christian gathers from the new 1ife in Christ
"leads to holiness."

The fourth aspect of sanctification is called entire sanctifi-
cation. The first three aspects of sanctification spoke of the results
of faith on the part of the individual and the purifying power on the
part of God. Entire sanctification speaks of the results of each, bearing
fruit in the life of the Christian.

The Christian's part is to have faith in God. Faith brings
forth, the fruit of total commitment on the part of the individual. Paul
called for the Christian to make this commitment in Romans 12:1 saying,
"I urge you. . . to offer your bodies a living sacrifice." This commit-
ment of the believer has two directions. The first calls for the removal
of those things in life which are unfit for God; the second is to put on
those things in life which are fit for God.

In Colossians Paul wrote,

Set your hearts on things above, . . . put to death, there-

fore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality,
impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, . . . as God's chosen

people, . . . clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, gentle-
ness, and patience.



59

And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all to-
gether in perfect unity.lo

The purifying power of God also has two directions. The first
makes a person fit by cleansing of sins through the blood of Christ. The
second direction is the guidance of the Holy Spirit through which the
truth of God can be learned and incorporated into the person's life.

Now having defined sanctification, let's look at I Peter 1:13-
2:8 to see what Peter says about holiness. Peter says holiness is founded
upon the superior sacrifice, seen by the superior hope, and lived in the
superior life.

When talking about the superior sacrifice, Peter begins with a
backward glance of the empty way of 1ife handed down to his readers by
their forefathers. Peter was writing to Christians in areas which were
basically Greek descendants, although we know that some Hebrew people
lived in the areas also. So Peter was writing both to Greek and Hebrew
people. The empty ways of the forefathers would first of all refer to
the ideas which men have always had, namely that anything good could be
achieved if one were rich enough in material things. Peter simply ranks
silver and gold, which are the most trustworthy earthly wealth, among all
perishable things. Material things are not sufficient to bring a person
to God.

The Greeks would have thought of the religious ideas with
which they had been raised. The Greek gods were many and varied. The
main difference between a Greek god and man was that the Greek god was
immortal and man was not. The hope of eternal 1ife or even of a change
life was not possible through faith in the gods of whom the Greeks had
been taught. These gods could punish but they could not provide a re-

birth of the spirit of man.
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The Hebrews, on the other hand, had been taught some things
about the true God. Yet so much of what they were taught was not faith
in God but rather human effort. The law which was given to make indi-
viduals realize how much they needed to trust in God had been turned
into a system of self righteousness. People do not have the ability to
become fit for God.

Christ became the superior sacrifice through which people can
come to God. It is through Jesus that we believe God. It is through
our faith in Jesus that we are counted as righteous. Remember the term
"positional sanctification"? We are counted as fit to approach God,
because of our relationship with Jesus in faith. But the superior sac-
rifice does not stop there. Peter says, "You were redeemed...with the
precious blood of Christ." The Greek word here translated redeemed
means "brought out of." If I redeemed a watch I had pawned, I went and
paid a price for the watch after which I could take the watch out of the
pawn shop, for it was completely mine. The people Peter was writing to
were familiar with slavery. A person could be made a slave if he/she
could not repay a debt. The person who was made a slave because of
debts could be redeemed from slavery by having someone pay off the debt
for them. This is the picture Peter draws for us. The Christian is
redeemed by the blood of Christ from the empty 1ife so that the believer
might live for God. This is initial sanctification. The freeing from
the o1d sinful 1ife so that 1ife can begin anew in Christ.

The superior sacrifice of Jesus identifies us with Jesus and
gives us through Jesus a new beginning in Tife. John Fletcher points
out that the two sided beginning of salvation and sanctification calls
for both action by God and action by man. He said that both those who

say, "free Grace is all that is needed," and those who say, "Obedience
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12 Fletcher said the way to the 1ife

is all that is needed," are wrong.
God wants his people to live is "by due combination of prevenient, as-
sisting free grace; and by submissive, assisted free wi]].“13 God has
made our salvation possible in Jesus. We can receive that salvation by
faith.

Peter also speaks of the superior hope of the Christian. This
superior hope of the Christian is a confidence, or trust which is grounded
upon God's grace. God's grace is seen to take effect in the 1ife of the
individual when that person believes in Jesus. The act of faith is only
the beginning of God's grace. God desires faith not to be a static intel-
lectual belief nor an unstable emotional feeling. God desires faith to be
a directing force in life. Our text says, "Prepare your minds. . . be
self-controlled;. . . be Holy. "

The superior hope calls for the Christians themselves to pre-
pare so that God can do great things in their lives. The Christians
prepare themselves mentally by searching the Scriptures in search of more
knowledge of God. They prepare physically through self-control, avoiding
the areas of life which lead to sin, while seeking out those areas of 1ife
such as Bible study, Christian fellowship, prayer, and worship, which draws
them closer to God.

Through the superior hope the Christian can catch a vision of
the holy 1ife. Once envisioned, the Christian will be challenged to begin
to Tive that life. Adam Clark wrote these words which should encourage
the Christian in this attempt. He said, "God never gives a precept but He
offers sufficient grace to enable you to perform it. Believe as He would
have you, and act as he strengthens you and you will believe all things

nld

savingly, and do all things well. This growth into the holy Tlife is

known as progressive sanctification.
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Peter also tells us that the 1ife of holiness produces the
superior life. This life is founded in God's word. II Timothy 3:16-17
reads; "A11 scripture is God--breathed and is useful for teaching, re-
buking, correcting, and training in righteousness, so that the man of
God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work." The Bible shows
two directions which are possible for life. One direction recognizes
God as creator and Lord and enters a personal relationship to him.
Kindness, gentleness, and love are a few of the characteristics that
help to develop this relationship with God.15 The second direction des-
troys the superior 1life and the possible relationship people could have
with God. Sexual immorality, greed, anger, and bitterness are a few of
the characteristics which harm the relationship to God. Through the
Bible, the Christian is able to gain an understanding of 1life which is
greater than can be gained through an individual's own experience.

An understanding of the superior 1ife can be gained from the
Bible, but the superior 1life must be lived by obedience. Portions of
our text read, "As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires
you had when you lived in ignorance," and "you have purified yourselves
by obeying the truth." A mightly change takes place in the life of the
Christian. The Christian's 1ife has been changed first by believing
that God has acted to forgive sins and to give new life. Then secondly,
by the Christian putting the new 1ife to work in life. As the text says,
the Christian has been "born again, . . . through the living and enduring
word of God."

The call here is to entire sanctification. Complete living
commitment to God is sought. Romans 12:1 calls for the Christians to
become "a 1iving sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God." Our text reads,

"But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do."
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John Fletcher called the holy life "Christian perfection" and said of it,

Christian perfection is a spiritual constellation made
up of the gracious starts-perfect repentance, perfect faith,
perfect humility, perfect meekness, perfect self-denial, per-
fect resignation, perfect hope, perfect charity for our visible
enemies, as well as for our earthly relations; and above all
perfect Tove for our invisible God, ;hrough the explicit know-
ledge of our Mediator Jesus Christ.

The superior 1ife is revealed in the Bib]e,]8 it enters the

Christian's 1life by obedience, 19 the fruit it bears in the Christian
1ife is love. John Wesley said Christian perfection

. is nothing higher and nothing Tower than this:
the pure love of God and man; the Toving God with all our
heart and soul and our neighbor as ourselves; it is love
governing the heart and 1§6e, running through all our tem-
pers, words, and actions.

Paul in writing to the Colossians said that love binds all virtues toge-

21

ther in perfect harmony. Peter in our text exhorts Christians to "love

one another deeply, with all your hearts."

Charles Wesley was the foremost hymn writer of the Wesleyan
revival. The words of one of his hymns express the concept of entire
sanctification very well.

Jesus, thy all victorious love
Shed in my heart abroad;

Then shall my feet no longer move,
Rooted and fixed in God.

0 that in me the sacred fire
Might now begin to glow;

Burn up the fross of base desire,
And make the mountains flow!

0 that it now from heaven might fall,
And all my sins cousume!

Come Holy Ghost, for Thee I call;
Spirit of burning, come!

Refining fire, go through my heart;
ITluminate my soul;

Scatter Thy life throug?zevery part,
And sanctify the whole.

By Tooking at our text, the entire view of sanctification can
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be seen. Positional sanctification involves a change in association

with Christ. Initial sanctification involves a change in status. We

are cleansed by the blood of Christ and are made pure. Progressive sanc-
tification involves a change in 1life, where the Christian adapts his or
her Tife in response to the Spirit of God. Entire sanctification is a
change in commitment. The Christian makes a total commitment to live for

God.
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Chapter 8

Text: I Thessalonians 1:2-5.
Goal: To encourage Christians to expect God to give them power for

1iving through the baptism of the Holy Spirit.

This sermon deals with the baptism of the Holy Spirit. You
may have already noticed that the text chosen for this sermon does not
mention the baptism of the Holy Spirit. You may wonder how I can preach
on the baptism of the Holy Spirit from a text which does not mention the
term. Allow me to explain.

The term "baptism of the Holy Spirit" is used only six times
throughout the Biblical material. John the Baptist said that the one who
would come after him would be the Son of God. He would baptize, not with
water, but with the Holy Spirit. A1l four gospels quote John's statement. !
The accounts vary slightly. Two of them, Matthew and Luke, include the
words "and fire." In the Gospel of John, John the Baptist identifies
Jesus, the Son of God, to be the one who would baptize with the Holy Spirit.

The fifth use of the term "baptism of the Holy Spirit", attri-
buted to Jesus, is found in Acts 1:5. Allow me to share Acts 1:4-5.

On one occasion, while he (Jesus) was eating with them,

he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait
for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak
about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit."

These verses are important for several reasons. First, the words "while

he was eating with them" gives an indication that the time of which he
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spoke was the Passover meal. This meal Jesus shared with his apostles
the night of his arrest. It was at this time that Jesus taught the dis-
ciples concerning the Holy Spir‘it.2 Second, these verses are important
because the words "the gift my Father promised" reminds one of the good
gift the heavenly Father will give.3 Jesus had taught the disciples,
"your Father in heaven (will) give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him.”4
The concept here is that the gift will be given to those who ask. Third,
Acts 1:4-5 are important because the words, "But in a few days you will
be baptized with the Holy Spirit," connect the believers being filled
with theHoly Spirit on the day of Pentecost and the baptism of the Holy
Spirit. Neither the account of the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost
nor the explanation which Peter gave in his sermon that day mentions "bap-
tism of the Holy Spirit". The explanation Peter gave was twofold. First,
in Acts 2:17 Peter said this was the fulfillment of prophecy which said
God would pour out his Spirit on the people. Second, in Acts 2:38 this
was identified as the gift of the Holy Spirit. The infilling of the Holy
Spirit is in fulfillment of prophecy and God's promise of the good gift.
Its association with the baptism of the Holy Spirit is inferred in the
first two chapters of Acts rather than stated.
The final reference to the "baptism of the Holy Spirit" is
found in Acts 11. In this Scripture Peter is explaining to the circum-
cised believers of Jerusalem what happened at the house of Cornelius.
Verses 15 and 17 read,
As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he

had come on us in the beginning. Then I remembered what the

Lord had said, "John baptized with water, but you will be bap-

tized with the Holy Spirit." So if God gave them the same

gift as he gave us, who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ,
who was I to think that I could oppose God!

These verses connect the "baptism of the Holy Spirit" with the filling
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of the Holy Spirit. Furthermore, these verses connect the baptism of
the Holy Spirit with the coming of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pente-
cost. Therefore, other similar infillings of the Spirit may be under-
stood as occasions where those present are "baptized" by the Holy Spirit.
These verses connect the baptism of the Holy Spirit and the gift of the
Holy Spirit.

Now that we have looked at the term "baptism of the Holy Spirit"
we know that the term was used to refer to the entrance of the Holy Spirit
as the indwelling Spirit of God. This indwelling of God's Spirit is one
characteristi¢ of the new relation the individual may have with God.

James Elder Cumming wrote a comprehensive study of the Holy Spirit entitled

A Handbook on the Holy Spirit. He said that the two distinctives of the

New Covenant were,
(1) It rests on the blood of Christ, and (2) it contains
the promise of the indwelling Spirit to "write God's Law in
our hearts." In other words, it_is a Covenant whose two chief
works are Calvary and Pentecost.5
The first of these distinctives, the blood of Christ, cleanses the life
of the believer from sin. The second distinctive, the indwelling Spirit,
empowers the 1ife of the believer through the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
The baptism of the Holy Spirit is manifested in power. The Apostles were
to wait in Jerusalem until given power by the Holy Spirit. This power
would enable them to serve God and witness for him more effectively. The
evangelist R. A. Torrey said, "The baptism with the Holy Spirit is a work
of the Holy Spirit always connected with and primarily for the purpose of
testimony and service."6
In our text, Paul is commenting upon the life of the Thessalonian

believers. Their Tives bear the marks of believing the Gospel to the ful-

lest. The power of the Holy Spirit could be seen in their lives. We will
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examine the influence of the Holy Spirit as exhibited in the lives of
the Thessalonian Christians. We will look at (1) the Gospel enthroned
life, (2) the Gospel enriched life, and (3) the Gospel empowered 1ife.
The Gospel enthroned life is that 1ife of deep conviction in
the saving and purifying power of God. The term "deep conviction" could
have been translated "assurance", or a "firm persuasion".7 The Christian
life is the 1ife built on personal faith in Jesus Christ. This life of
faith, empowered by the Holy Spirit, results in an assurance of forgiveness
of sins as well as an assurance of adoption into the family of God.
Paul taught the concept of adoption in Galatians 4:4-6,
But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born
of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the Law,
that we might receive the full rights of sons. Because you
are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the
Spirit who calls out "Abba, Father."
Two steps are involved here. First, the believer is redeemed and made a
son. Second, the Holy Spirit is sent to the believer with the joy of son-
ship. The Christian rejoices in his adoption into the family of God.
Jesus also taught that the believer would enter into the family
of God as he said,
I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Coun-
selor to be with you forever--the Spirit of truth. . . . But
you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 1
will not Teave you as orphans; . . . On that day you will
realize _that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am
in you.
Jesus called the Holy Spirit the "Spirit of truth". The Holy Spirit is
God's truth living within the heart of the believer. The Spirit of truth
is associated with the life of obedience. Clearly the context of Jesus'
teaching of adoption is filled with the need for obedience. "If you love

me, you will obey what I command. . . . Whoever has my commands and obeys

them, he is the one who loves me. . . . If anyone loves me, he will obey
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my teaching.”9 These verses come before, after, and in the middle of
the teachings of Jesus concerning adoption. The knowledge which the
Spirit gives involves a respect for the fairness of God. God desires
individuals to do that which is right. God will reward (or condemn)

the individual for the good, or lack of, good deeds seen in their lives.

I Thessalonians 1:3 mentions the "work produced by faith" as
seen in the lives of the Thessalonian believers. This was faith putting
truth to work in removing sinful deeds from the lives of those who believe.
The Thessalonians lived 1ives made free by the Gospel. Indeed, they lived
the Gospel enthroned life.

The Thessalonians also lived a Gospel empowered 1ife. The
presence of the Holy Spirit in the lives of the Thessalonian Christians is
seen in their effort to build the church. Verse 3 contains the phrase,
"labors prompted by love." The labor of which Paul speaks is that work
which produces Christian Tives.10 The word "labor" carries the concept of
very hard work, the type of work which leaves an individual dead tired at
the completion of the task.

I would suggest to you that this labor is a result of the gifts
of the Spirit. I realize that the books of I and II Thessalonians do not
provide us with a Tist of the gifts of the Spirit. I realize that there
is only one gift of the Spirit mentioned in the books, yet still, I propose
that Paul was refering to the gifts of the Spirit. The one gift of the
Spirit mentioned in Thessalonians is prophecy. The gift of prophecy was
definitely being used in Thessalonia. Paul's mention of the gift is the
result of some of the Christians treatment of it with contempt. Therefore,
Paul wrote warning the church to be careful of scoffing this gift. He
writes, "Do not put out the Spirit's fire; do not treat prophecies with

contempt. Test everything. Hold to the good.“11 Since the gift of
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prophecy was in use, I believe it most likely that other accepted gifts
were also used.

Another reason I believe the phrase "labor of love" referred
to the gifts of the Spirit is Paul's teaching concerning the gifts of the
Spirit in other portions of Scripture. Paul teaches that the gifts of
the Spirit refers to ministries which the Spirit of God gives in order
that the entire church might be hea]thy.12 In Ephesians 4:11-13, Paul
wrote,

It was he who gave some to be Apostles, some to be

Prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors

and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of ser-

vice, so that the body of Christ may be built up until

we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of

the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole

measure of the fullness of Christ.
Paul showed the gifts to be special inspirations which equipped the
believer for one or more ministries within the church.

Paul also shows a distinct relationship between the proper use
of the gift of the Spirit and Christian love. Frank Stanger, longtime
president of Asbury Theological Seminary, began a discussion on the gifts
of the Spirit saying, "It is profitable to be reminded by the Apostle
Paul that without genuine Christian 1ove, all spiritual gifts are value-

1ess.”13

Paul's major teaching on the gifts may be found in I Corinthians
chapters 12 and 14. These gifts chapters are seperated by I Corinthians
13, which is the great love chapter of the Bible. Other sources of
primary teachings concerning gifts are Romans 12 and Ephesians 4. Each
of these references emphasizes Christian Tove.

Our text uses the words "labor of love." The gifts of the
Spirit are labors of love. These demand hard tiring work as each member

of the body does his part to build the body of Christ. These labors are

inspired by the Spirit of God. These labors are completed in love and
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through Tove.

Frank Stanger divides the 1list of gifts into three classifi-
cations. 4 The "revelation" gifts, such as discernment of spirits, words
of knowledge, and words of wisdom provide understanding of spiritual
truths. The "worship" gifts of prophecy, tongues, and interpretation of
tongues proclaim God's truth. The "power" gifts, include faith, miracles,
and healings, enable the believer to do some special work which could be
considered supernatural. These gifts are given by the Holy Spirit for the
building of the church and the glorification of God. The gifts are labors
of love. The gifts reflect the Gospel empowered Tife.

| Our text also speaks of what I call "the Gospel enriched 1ife."
Verse three of the text has the words "endurance inspired by hope." The
Greek word hupomone (ffﬁ’qu¢VQ) translated "endurance" in our text is used
in two ways. It is first used in Scripture in Luke 8:15. In this verse
Jesus is completing his explanation of the parable of the sower. Jesus
said, "the seed on the good soil stands for those with a noble and good
heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by perservering produce a crop."
The Greek word translated "endurance" in our text is here translated
"perservering." The idea of suffering is present. The seed was exposed
to the trials of the world and endured to produce fruit. The word is
first defined "an enduring which produces fruit."

The second definition is revealed in the second Scriptural
usage found in Luke 21:19. It reads, "By standing firm you will save
yourselves." This Scripture carries a definite persecution theme. "The
world," Jesus is saying, "will hate the believer." The Christian is
persecuted but the believer is to stand firm in faith.

The Apostle Paul, in Romans 5:2-14, identifies these two meanings

as a growth process which takes place in the heart of the Christian. Paul
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wrote, "We rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we
also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces
perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope." Persecutions
produce endurance, or an abiding in the Lord, which produces character.
Christian character is seen in the fruits of the Spirit.

The Thessalonians had undergone great persecution. This clearly
was held in Paul's mind as he wrote to them. I am sure, as Paul wrote of
the fruits of the Spirit he included the abiding nature of hope in the
midst of persecution.

Frank Stanger said, "The fruit of the Spirit refers to the kind
of spiritual character that the Holy Spirit produces in a person who has
received the gift of the Spirit."ls Paul in Colossians 3:12-14 encourages
the believer to put on kindness, gentleness, love and several other virtues
which are named in other places as the fruits of the Spirit. The fruits of
the Spirit are the fruits of the Gospel enriched life.

The baptism of the Holy Spirit differs from sanctification.
Sanctification cleanses the believer through the blood of Christ. The
baptism of the Holy Spirit equips the believer for service. The baptism
of the Holy Spirit sets the Christian on fire for God. The baptism of the
Holy Spirit enthrones the Gospel of Christ in the 1ife of the believer.
The baptism of the Holy Spirit empowers the Gospel proclamation of Christ
through the 1ife of the believer. The baptism of the Holy Spirit enriches
the Tife of the believer with the fruits of the Spirit. The baptism of

the Holy Spirit is the good gift which the Father will give those who ask.
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Chapter 9

LIVING AS WITNESSES

Text: Luke 24:36-49.
Goal: To enable hearers to understand the gospel message and to challenge
them to become witnesses of Christ.

This text records the final appearance of Jesus to the apostles.
The apostles were still mystified by the occurrances of the last month and
a half. First, Jesus had entered Jerusalem accepted as one who came from
God. Then Jesus had been taken and put to death on the cross. In the six
weeks following his first resurrection appearance, Jesus appeared many
times, to as many as five hundred at one t1’me.1

Now, as Luke closes his gospel, he reflects upon the backward
look Jesus gave. Jesus taught the disciples concerning his coming death
and resurrection, and the forgiveness of sins. Luke in closing his gospel
gave only a slight foreward glance to the commission Jesus gave his dis-
ciples to be witnesses. However, when writing of the beginning of the
church in Acts, Luke tells of the same event with a foreward look and
places greater emphasis on the fact that the disciples of Jesus were to
carry the gospel message to the world.

The 01d Testament representives of God on earth were three.
First, the king was an earthly representative. The king was the adminis-
trator on earth. He was to look after the day by day welfare of the peo-

ple. The second Teadership role of the 01d Testament was the priest. The
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priest was a spiritual representative of God. He stood between God and
man. The priest proclaimed the known word of God to the people and in-
terceded on the part of the people. The third leader was the prophet.

The prophet was a special spiritual leader. Smith's Bible Dictijonary

says they were '"raised up and sent, as occasion required, to incite to
duty, to convict of sin, to call to repentance and reformation, to in-
struct kings and denounce against nations the judgment of God. "2

Jesus came to the world as king, but his kingdom was to be a
spiritual kingdom instead of a kingdom on earth. The kingdom of heaven
is entered by those, who with the faith of a child, believe in Jesus.
The Gospel message is the message of good news in Jesus. Freedom from
sin, freedom from gquilt, freedom to live the type of life which is pleas-
ing both to God and to the individual is the Gospel message. William
Newell wrote a hymn in 1895 which is still loved because of the good news
of the kingdom of heaven it expresses. The hymn is entitles, "Years I
Spent in Vanity and Pride." Listen to the words of the second, third and
fourth verses.

By God's Word at last my sin I learned;

Then I trembled at the law I'd spurned,

Till my guilty soul imploring turned to Calvary.

Now I've given to Jesus everything;

Now I gladly own Him as my King;

Now my raptured soul can only sing of Calvary.

0 the Tove that drew salvation's plan!

0 the grace that brought it down to man!
0 the mighty gulf that God did span at Calvary!

3

God in his mercy and grace has offered salvation to those who
will turn to him. To those who are down-hearted, God offers hope in
Christ. To those sick of sin, God offers salvation in Christ. To those

who cannot endure the pressures of living up to the expectations of the

law and everyone else, God offers freedom and power in Christ. The king-
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dom of heaven has become a reality in the lives of those who believe
in Jesus.

Through the Tives of God's people the kingdom of heaven becomes
a partial reality on earth. When God's people live by God's will, their
lives produce fruit. The fruits produced are good works. One of the
stories Jesus told showed how God expects his people to do good works.

The story shows the king welcoming those who have been faithful to him.
The king says,
Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheri-

tance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the

world. For I was hungry and you have me something to eat, I

was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger

and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I

was in prison and you came to visit me.
The people of the kingdom asked, "But when did we do this?"® Whereupon
the king indicated they had done this for him through the good works
which had been done for those in need on the earth.6 The cup of water
given to the thirsty stranger, God saw as given to him. The pair of
shoes given the unemployed neighbor, God saw as being given to him. Jesus
came to be a king,7 his kingdom is the kingdom of heaven. Its members are
those who believe in Jesus and live for him. Christians are to live their
lives as witnesses. The love of God is to be seen in their attitudes and
actions.

Jesus also came as priest. The priesthood of Jesus was in obe-
dience to God. Indeed, God sent Jesus to be the perfect priest. In obe-
dience to God, Jesus came to earth, made atonement for man, and returned
to heaven, where he now stands as the perfect priest forever.

Jesus as priest knows man and is able to sympathize with man.8

Since Jesus became man, he understood the trials and temptations of man.

He knows the trickery of Satan and he knows the weaknesses of man, but he
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also knows the power which God can give for living. Jesus understands
man's failure and stands before God interceeding for man's forgiveness.
Jesus also understands the hope and power which God will give to man.
Jesus through the Holy Spirit calls men into a life of power which God
will give. The way to receive that power is through faith in Jesus.

Jesus is the perfect priest. Priests who are chosen by men
must first offer sacrifice for their own sins and then for the people's
sins. Jesus is without sin. The sacrifice that Jesus offers is not that
of a sheep or a goat. Jesus offers his own Tife as the sacrifice for the
sins of the world. This perfect sacrifice of Jesus offers atonement for
the sins of all who will believe in Jesus. Jesus is the high priest who
can meet the needs of mankind. He is obedient to God and sinless, yet he
understands man and can intercede on their behalf before God. Hebrews
8:26 says,

Since a high priest meets our needs--one who is holy, blame-

less, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens . . .
He sacrificed for (the sins of the people) once for all when he
offered himself. Because of this, Jesus was appointed the perfect
high priest for God for all times.?

The people of God are to be a kingdom of priests.10 Revelation
1:5-6 is part of John's salutation to the churches. In this greeting,
extended in the name of Jesus, John writes, "To him who loves us and has
freed us from our sins by his blood, and has made us a kingdom and priests
to serve his God and Father." The Christian is to be a priest. The
Christian is to perform the dual role of the priest, that of representing
God to those who do not know him, and that of representing man to God.

Jesus also came to earth as prophet. The gospel of John begins
by telling us that Jesus is the word of God become flesh. William Smith

wrote,

Christ, of whom all the prophets bore witness is the prophet
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of His Church in all ages, revealing to them by His inspired ser-

vapts,lqy Himself and by His Spirit all we know of God and immor-

ality.
Jesus was the perfect prophet. The Scriptures tell us that Jesus was
sent to earth at the fulness of time. Jesus not only taught the will of
God, but he also showed it. Jesus not only lived the law through obe-
dience go God, but he rebuked those who sought to make the law a means of
earning one's salvation. These teachers of the law set up strict barriers
which kept the people from being able to come to God. The Christian's re-
lationship with God must be based on faith. .The Christian must believe
God and live by that belief. Jesus taught the people to truth God and
live their lives for God. The Christian today has a living experience
with God. The believer is to act as prophet, today, by sharing what God
has done in his life and what God can do in the lives of those who will
trust in Jesus.

Jesus spoke with his disciples during this last appearance on
earth of his coming to earth. He explained how he had come to become the
eternal king, the everlasting high priest and the perfect prophet. He
explained to them that to fulfill his reasons for coming he must experience
suffering, death, and resurrection. Hebrews 5:7-9 reads,

During the days of Jesus' 1ife on earth, he offered up

prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to the one who

could save him from death, and he was heard because of his rev-

erent submission. Although he was a son, he learned obedience

from what he suffered and, once made perfect, he became the

source of eternal salvation for all who can obey him.
Jesus suffered in reverent submission. Many great Scriptures which exhort
the Christian to this same reverent submission in trial, in withstanding
temptation, and in persecution.

The victorious Christian 1ife, which overcomes trials and tribu-

lations can be seen in the life of Saul of Tarsus, who became known as the
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Apostle Paul. When Ananias was sent to restore the sight of Saul, he

was told to go with these words:

Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name
before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of )
Israel. I will show him how much he must suffer for my name. !

Years later, Paul wrote of his 1life saying,

Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes
minus one. Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was
stoned, three times have I been ship wrecked. . . I have been
in danger from rivers, in dangers from bandits, in danger from
my own countrymen, in danger from Gentiles, in danger in the
city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger
from false brothers, I have. . . gone without sleep,.
known hunger and thirst. . . I have been cold and naked. .
There was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan,
to torment me. But (God) said to me "My grace is sufficient
for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness. . . That is
why, for Christ sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in
hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. 13

Jesus suffered and in that suffering learned obedience.
Through obedience, he was made perfect. Now he offers salvation to all
men. Paul suffered, yet he found God's grace better in suffering than a
1ife free from suffering without God's grace. James wrote to the Jewish
Christians saying,
Consider it pure joy, . . . Whenever you face trials of
many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith,
develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work_so
that you may be mature and complete not lacking anything.
The Christian so called upon today may also be called upon to suffer for
the one in whom they believe. The Christian so called upon can rejoice
for that person will be drawn to the blessings of God through obedience
to God.
Jesus died in obedience to God, but his death was also a gift
to mankind. When facing death on the cross, Jesus took the sins of men
upon him. The prophet Isaiah told of this saying, "He bore the sins of

II15

many, and made intercession for the transgressor. Paul 1in writing to
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the Romans clarified this by saying, '"We who are united with Christ in
faith have been united with him in his death!”16 Christ died for our
sins, so we should "die to sin.“17

The resurrection of Jesus was victory over sin and the grave.
For mankind the resurrection of Jesus is a symbol of the new birth which
gives a living hope.18 Paul said, "Just as Christ was raised from the
dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new 1ife."19
The power of God rose Jesus from physical death. It will cause the man
who is dead to sin to be born into a 1ife which can be lived for God.

These are the truths of which Jesus reminded his disciples in
that final meeting. Then comes the challenge which was to begin the
spread of the gospel around the world. This challenge was not only to
the disciples present that day, but to every person who believes in
Christ. Our text records the simple clear words Jesus used to express
the challenge. "You are to be witnesses of these things" (vs. 48).

James Kennedy says, "The Church is a body under orders by
Christ to share the Gospel with the whole wor]d.”20 Many different pre-
sentations for proclaiming the gospel have been developed. Each of these
presentations have their good and bad points, but each has been designed
as a tool to share the gospel message with the world. The Christian
should examine several of these presentations and Tearn one or more of the
presentations which he or she feels comfortable using to share the gospel
message.

The basic elements of the gospel message are the same. First,
the individual must realize that he/she is a sinner. Paul in Romans wrote
of two ways that the individual often tries to justify himself/herself.

The first was is for an individual to say, "I have been taught God's laws

from childhood and have kept the laws as well if not better than anyone."
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This individual is trying to earn salvation by knowledge of the law.
The second group is represented by the person who claims to have lived
the best Tife which could be lived, not having grown up with the law of
God. Paul points out to both groups that they are sinners because nei-
ther group lived by what they knew. He wrote,
A11 who sin apart from the law will also perish apart from

the law, and all who sin under the law will be judged by the
law. For it is not those who hear the law who are declared

righteous in God's sight, bg} it is those who obey the law who

will be declared righteous.
Paul nails down the need of the individual to be saved in Romans 3:23 by
saying, "Al1l have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." Every per-
son by his own actions qualifies as a sinner.

Second, the sinner must realize that the Savior is the only hope.
Romans 6:23a tells us that the "wages of sin is death." The sinner, there-
fore, cannot or rather could not approach God except for the grace of God.
Romans 6:23 does not end with death. It continues to say, "but the gift of
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord."

Third, the sinner must know that this gift is through faith in
Christ. John 1:12 says, "Yet to all who receive him, to those who believed
in his name, he gave the right to become the children of God. The relation
of the individual and God which was broken by sin can be re-established
through faith in Christ.

Fourth, the sinner must hear the news that God wants to change
the Tife of the sinner. I John 1:7 says, "The blood of Jesus, his Son,
purifies us from every sin." The life God wants the individual to live is
the Tife which overcomes sin and disobedience. God wants the sinner to
enter a life of victory.

The message which the church has to proclaim tells of salvation

from sin, through Jesus, who is our king, our priest, and our prophet.



83
This message can heal the heart and soul of the sinner. It is the mes-
sage which Christ came to earth to give. It is the message Christ has
given his church to proclaim to the world. It is the message of hope

which the world is waiting to hear. Are you doing your part to share it?
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FOOTNOTES

11 Corinthians 15:6

2w1111am Smith, Smith Bible Dictionary (Philadelphia: A. J.
Holman Company, n/d), p. 252.

3w1111am Newell, "Years I Spent in Vanity and Pride," in Hymns
of Faith and Life (Winona Lake, Indiana: Light and Life Press, 1976).

Matthew 25:34-36. SMatthew 25:37-39.
OMatthew 25:40. TMatthew 16:28.

8Hebrews 4:14. 9Hebrews 7:28.

10Ex0dus 19:6. llsmith, Op. cit., p. 253.

12pcts 9:15-16.
1317 Corinthians 11:24-28; 12:7-10.

14James 1:2-4. 1SIsaiah 53:12.
16Romans 6:5. 17Romans 6:2.
181 Peter 1:3. 19Romans 6:4.

209ames Kennedy, Evangelism Explosion (Wheaton, I1linois:
Tyndale House Publishers, 1977), p. 2.

21Romans 2:12-13.
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Chapter 10
CONCLUSION

Throughout nistory the church has proclaimed God's mercy and
grace to the poor and to the rich. The success of the church has not
been as great’as Christians would like, yet it has been more successful
than the enemies of the church would 1like to admit.

Today, Christianity continues to proclaim the Gospel. This
message is proclaimed in skid row missions and in the crystal cathedral.
The message is proclaimed in free America and in countries behind the
iron and bamboo curtains. The Gospel is proclaimed in countries which
lead the world and in Third World Nations. The name of Jesus Christ is
worshiped by people who sit in comfort in cushioned pews and by people
who, because of their faith, sit in the isolation cells of prisons. Each
of these people see items in their culture which Christ is willing to
change. Each Christian hopes and prays for the day when the will of God
will be done on earth.

The thoughts and philosophies of the world continue to change,
but the Christian message does not change. Culture changes from country
to country and from year to year. The means of proclaiming the Gospel
changes to meet the culture, but the Gospel message does not change.

As Tong as the individual is human, sin will reign in the indi-

vidual's 1ife. Only the Gospel message can offer hope in this battle
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against sin. Only the power of God giving a new birth to the heart of
the individual can return a person to the position of God's helper.
Only the infilling of the Spirit of God can equip the individual to be
God's helper.

In this series of sermon suggestions I have tried to show God's
working in individuals throughout the history of the church. 1 have
tried to distinguish between the church of God, which is the body of
Christ, and the local church which develops so many problems. The local
church is Timited by the individuals who attend, some of whom are not
true Christians. God's church will carry the message of the Father's
love, of cleansing through the Son and of power from the Spirit, to
every corner of earth. Every person shall be told of hope in Christ.

My prayer or maybe I could say our prayer is that we might do
our part to proclaim God's Gospel message to the world. The message
which Jesus proclaimed, which has been proclaimed by his church through
the years, has now become our priveledge to proclaim as well. May God

guide us and strengthen us for the task.
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