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THE P£SPON SIB ILITY OF PARENTS 
TO THE IR CHILDREN 

The purpose  o f  this re s e arch proj e c t  i s  to examine the 

role o f  p arents in the spiritual deve lopment o f  chi l dren . A 

keen intere s t  in and concern for this sub j e ct has grown out 

of the author ' s  experience as Dire ctor o f  Chris tian E ducat ion 

for a congregation of  four hundre d members . Ob servation o f  

the manner in Hhi ch many p arents  approach the spiritual 

training o f  the ir chi ldren , or fail to approach i t  in many 

cases , has cause d  the author to  ask many que s t ions . 

Who i s  respon s ib le for the s p iritual training and deve l­

opment o f  chi l dren? Are the p arents  re s pons ib le ?  I s  the 

local church , pe rhaps , the respon s ib l e  p ar t y ?  vfuat  reasons 

coul d there be for minis tering speci fically  to chi l dren ? How 

are we to go about such a task?  

The firs t examination to  be made wi l l  be that of key 

Bib le pas s ages whi ch speak s p e c i f i cally t o  the spiri tual 

training and deve lopment o f  chi ldren . The pas s ages will b e  

cons idere d in orde r  of  the ir appe arance in the Bib le . 

Ephes i ans 6 : 4 

"And ye fathers , provoke not your chi l dren to  wrath , 

but bring them up in the nurture and admoni tion of  the Lor d . "  

The firs t phrase in thi s  ver s e  to b e  cons i dered  is 

"bring them up . • •  The Greek wor d  for thi s  dire ct ive is 



' 

t.';t::.Tf£ <Qf.Tf. The literal meaning o f  this  word is  to  

e ducate ,  to bring up , to  nourish . l It  impl ie s  all  tender­

nes s , fee l ing with and for; all care , gentlene s s , and love 

by parents  for their chi l dren. A s imi l ar concept is  conveyed 

in Ephes ians 5 : 29 , where a picture i s  given of  the phys ical 

b o dy .  According to  the meaning o f  this word , the parent is  

to  promote the he alth and s trength of  the chi l d , j us t  as he 

nouri she s his mm flesh; caring for its l i fe , its we l fare , 

and its  t rue wel l-being . 2 

The s econd phras e o f  s i gnifi cance for thi s  proj e c t  is 

" in the nurture . "  The Greek word i s  1(a l S£t..Q, whi ch lite ra l ly 

means dis cipline , training , e ducation , nurture . 3 Thi s  wor d  

deals with the upbringing and handl ing of  the chi l d  who is 

growing t oward maturi ty . Thi s  word  recogniz e s  the nee d  of  

chi l dren for  teaching , ins t ruc tion , and a certain measure 

o f  compul s ion at time s , in the form o f  di s cipline or even 

chas tis ement . This  phrase p o ints  to both a way o f  e ducation , 

o f  cult ivat ion , which is  to  b e  fol lowed , as  we l l  as to  a 

goal whi ch is  to be reache d .  When re fe rring to the ins truc -

tion o r  teaching of  a chi l d , ·7fa.L6tva.. is  imp lying a form o f  

knowledge and t raining the chi ld is  to  receive from the 

parent . 4 

1The Analytical Greek Lexi con , ( Grand Rapi ds : Zondervan 
Publishing Hous e , 1 9 7 0Y ,  p.l29. 

2 

3The Analytical  Greek Lexi con , p . 2 9 8 . 
4Albert  Barne s , Notes  on the New Te s tament , VI I , (New 

York : W.G .  Blackie and Co . ) , p . l l 9 . 
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Final ly , the phrase " and admoni tion o f  the Lord" makes 

its  contribution . The word V6U frf...Tt:C l) l i  terally means to 

impart unders tanding , to s e t  right , to have a corre c t ive 

influence on s omeone , to  impres s  upon the heart o f  s omeone . 5 

Thi s  wor d  des cribes  an e ffe ct upon the w i l l  and the dispo-

s ition , and pre supposes  an opp o s i tion-whi ch has  to  b e  over-

come . I t  s eeks to  corre ct the thinking , t o  put right what 

i s  wrong , and to  improve the spiri tual a t t i tude . The bas i c  

concept i s  that o f  the wel l -me aning e arnes tnes s  with which 

one s eeks to influence the mind and dis p o s i t ion o f  the chil d  

through appropriate exhortation , exp lanati on , warning and 

corre ction . The word means to endeavor to  bring about a 

change in the chi l d ' s  heart , which wil l  then be  man i fe s ted 

in the l i fe s ty l e . 6 

Proverbs  2 2 : 6  

"Train up a chi l d  in the way he shoul d go , and when 

he is  o l d , he wi l l  not depart from it . "  

The Hebrew r..vord jJQ i s  trans lated "train up , "  which 
-· 

means to imbue or to ini t iate , e special ly as  app l ie d  to the 

first  ins truction or dire c t i on given chi ldren . The alternate 

5The An alytical  Greek Lexi con , p . 2 7 9. 

6Adam C l ark , Cl arkes Commentary , I ,  (New York : Ab ingdon -
Cokesbury Pres s ) , p . 46 7. 
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reading would b e  1
1 chas t is e . 11 In thi s  verse ,  the p arent s  

are commande d b y  God to  initiate  or  s t art thei r  chi l dren 

in a certain dire ction . 7 The word V� J7 me ans more than to  

s imp ly teach a b o dy o f  knowle dge . I t  includes every thing 

that pertains to  the proper devel oument of the ch i l d , 

e specially in the moral and spiri tual s ens e . 8 

Deuteronomy 6 : 6, 7  

11And thes e  words , whi ch I command thee this day , 

shall b e  in thine heart; and thou shalt teach them d i l i -

gently unto thy chi l dren , and s ha l t  talk o f  them when thou 

s ittes t in thine hous e and when thou walkes t by the way , 

and when thou l i e s t down , and when thou ris e s t  up . "  

In these  verse s , p arents are commande d to teach thei r  

chi ldren what God h a s  reve aled  t o  them . The Hebrew word 

7 :J uJ , trans lated  "teach , 11 means literally to whe t , to 
. T 

sharpen , s o  as to  penetrate; t o  impre s s s ome thing deep ly upon 

the mind . 9 The s t em to l :J w i s  Piel , whi ch i s  the inten-
T 

s ive form . Thi s  i s  the only p lace i t  i s  use d  in connection 

with the ins tructi on o f  chi ldren in the Word of  God . 1 0  

7H i l liam Wi l s on ,  O l d  Tes tament Word S tudie s , ( Grand  
Rapids : Krege l Pub l i ca t i ons , 19 7 8) , p . 439 . 

8James Orr e t  a l . , e ds . , The International S t andard Bible 
Encyc lopedia, ( Grand Rap i ds : Wm . B .  Eerdman Pub . C o . ) ,  p . 3005 . 

9VJ i l son, p . 43 8 . 
10

R .  Laird Harris , Gle a s on L .  Archer , and Bruce K. Walthe , 
Theo logical Wordb o ok of the Old Tes tament , ( Chicago : Noody 
Pres s ,  198 0) , p . 9 4 3 . 
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Twi c e , i t  is use d  metaphori cal ly o f  the s harpening o f  the 

tongue . Ev ildoers in Ps alm 6 4 : 3  are depicted  as sharpening 

thei r  tongue s like swords in preparat ion for attacking the 

inno cent . l l  The concep t speaks o f  intens ive training of a 

chi l d  in God's ways . 

One should a l s o  ob serve that , in thi s  pas s age , training 

shoul d be given at every opportuni ty whi ch is availab l e . 12 

The s ame concept i s  conveyed in the s imilar s tatements  of 

Deut e ronomy 4 : 20 and 1 1 : 19. Ins truction in spiri tual matters  

i s  t o  happen at home , out s i de the home , at  res t ,  and at 

work . 

The Hebrew word 7 Q] , whi ch is a l s o  trans lated 
. .,-

"te ach , "  i s  one o f  the twe lve words for teaching in the O l d  

Tes t ament whi ch conveys the concep t o f  training as we l l  as 

e duca t ing . 13  I t  bears  the imp l icat ion of  teaching by 

intens ive dri l l. I t  is the s ame word that is  used to  de s ­

cribe the training o f  s o l diers for war.14 

The words trans late d " chil dren" in the ver s e s  ab ove 

do no t re fer to a specific age . In the Deuteronomy passages , 

the word is  7 ::;1,-
f • 1 II aml y name ; a s on .  

1 1 Ibid . , p . 943 . 

It  l iteral ly means "bui lder o f  the 

The word tran s l ated " child" in 

1 2J .  Ri chard Fugate , Chi l d  Training , ( Gar land , Texas : 
Ale the i a  Pub l i shers , Inc . , 19 80) , p . 65 .  

1 3
Harri s , Archer , and Walthe , p . 480 . 

1 4  
Fugate , p . 6 8 .  
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Proverb s 22 : 6  i s  the Hebrew word 7''!_ -q_, whi ch means "age 

of infancy to adoles cence; a boy; a young man . " The 

feminine of thi s  i sff ·1 Y:::], whi ch means  "age o f  infancy to  
T-.!­

adoles cence ; a girl; a young vJOman . "  

In Ephes i ans 6:4 , the word trans lated  " ch i l dren" i s  

TE!JotJ, which means "a chi l d , a progeny . "  ( See  appendix A . ) 

Al l of  the s e  words re l ate the chi l d  to the family group , 

and the reby indicate tha t  parents  are respons ib le  for 

teaching spiri tual concep t s  and values to thei r  own chil dren . 

Conc lus ions 

Three  key conclus ions can b e  drawn from the pas s ages 

which h ave been s tudie d .  

1 .  Wi thin the family unit , tho s e  who fi l l  the role of  

parent s are res pons ib le  for  the teaching o f  God ' s Word and 

ways t o  their own chi ldren . Thi s  i s  not to  s ay that all  

parent s  mus t receive a degree in  religious e ducation in 

order t o  carry out such a task . Nei ther doe s i t  me an that 

at tendan ce of  the chi l d  in Sunday S chool c l a s s e s , Bib le 

club s , c atechism c l as s e s , and s o  forth are out of p lace . The 

parent \vi l l  undoub tedly find the s e  kinds o f  agencie s to be 

highly valuab le . H owever , the parent is  name d in the above 

pas s age s as the central agent in the s piritual training of  

chi l dren . The parent is  to  see that s piritual training take s 

p lace . And the p arent i s  to  be direc t ly involved in the 

training proces s .  

6 



2 .  We al s o  s ee in thes e  p as s ages  that the parent is  

charged with the e ducat ion and ins truction o f  the who le 

per s on : phys ically , intelle ctually , and emo tionally . And 

we s ee fur ther that the goal of  such training i s  to  b e  

spiri tual  maturity in the life of  the chi l d . 

Thi s  doe s not mean that parents s omehow bring s alvation 

to  the i r  children . They do , howeve r , have a respon s ib l ity 

to ins t ruct their children and bring them to  that p o int 

where they can intell igent ly make dec i s ions whi ch affe ct  

thei r  s p ir itual l i fe . It  is  not failure on the p arents ' p art 

i f  the i r  children do  no t choose  s alvation after receiving 

ins t ruc t i on .  It  is  only failure when parent s  do no t accept 

that r e s p ons ibil ity to begin with . Failure only come s when 

one i s  n o t  obedient to God ' s ins truct ion . 

3 .  No age l imit was indi cated in the s cripture verses 

s tudie d .  This would sugges t  that parents are a lways to be 

ready t o  ins truc t their children , and to b e  concerne d for 

their  chi l dren . This  would be  e specially true when the 

chi l dren are living in the home with the parent s . The work 

of  caring and ins tructing woul d ,  in a modi fied way , carry 

on throughout life . 

Thi s  s tudy will now proce e d  to  c ons ider why it i s  

import an t  that chi l dren receive spiritual training and 

ins truc t ion . 

7 



WHY TEACH CHILDREN ? 

Dr . Urie Bronfenbrenner o f  Corne ll  Unive r s i ty ,  chairman 

of  the White House Conference on Chil dren in 1 9 7 0 , s tate s 

that " the actua l patterns o f  l ife in Ameri ca t oday are such 

that chi l dren and famil ie s  come l as t .  Our s o ci e ty expe cts 

its c i t izens firs t of all to mee t  the demands of the i r  j ob s  

·and then t o  ful f i l l  civi c  and s o cial  ob ligation s . 1 

As Chri s t ian p arent s , perhaps we nee d to  ask ourse lves 

whether we have done b e t t e r . Have we been brought under the 

influence of our cul ture and i t s  s ocial influence s ? Where 

do our chi ldren rate as far as our concern for them : be fore 

or after our j ob s  and ob l igations ? Are they a t  the center 

of our attention ? Are we, as Chris tians , conce rned about 

the qua l i ty of  the time we s pend with our chi l dren? Is  s ome 

of  thi s  t ime s pent in teaching our children Go d' s  Word? 2 

Zuck and C l ark , in the book Chil dhood E ducat ion in the 

Church , sugge s t ten reas ons why minis try to chi l dren i s  

warrante d . Lo i s  E .  LeBar , in Chil dren in the B ib le S choo l , 

pre s ents  addi t ional reas ons . And Donna Harre l l  and Wes ley 

Hays tead , add four more j us tifi cations for s p e c i fi c a l ly 

giving chi l dren spiritual ins truction . Thes e  many reasons 

Roy B .  Zuck and Robert  E .  Cl ark , Chi l dhoo d E ducation in 
the Church , (Chicago: Moo dy Pres s , 1975 ) , p . 9 .  

2 
Ibid . , pp . 9 - 24 .  
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can be  grouped into b as i c  categories of concern . 

Re as ons  related to the po s ition o f  chi ldren be fore God .  

1 .  Chil dren are our gift  from God . 3 N o t  only are 

chil dren a gift to  paren t s , but it mus t be  remembere d that 

paren t s  have brought them into the wor ld marked by orig inal 

s in .  Thi s  does put a respon s ib i l i ty on paren t s  to  t e a ch 

chi l dren God ' s word . The paren t s ' minis try wi th their 

chi l dren is  he lping  bring them to  ful fi llmen t o f  God ' s 

de s ign for them , whi ch i s  s alva t i on through Chris t . 

2 .  Jesus p lace d  a h i gh value on children . 4 In H a t thew 

19 : 1 3 - 15 , Mark 10 : 13- 16 , an d Luke 1 8 : 15 - 1 7 , Jesus b l e s s ed 

chi l dren and praye d for them . Je s us ' dis cip l e s  resen te d  

thi s  in trus ion , an d rebuked the mothers for bring ing  their 

chil dren to Jesus . But Chris t resp on de d  with l ove an d 

wel come for them : "Forb i d  them not  to  come unto me , for of  

such i s  the kingdom o f  he aven . "  The s e  ver s e s  s eem to  

sugge s t that the i deal  characteri s tics  o f  chi ldren - l ove , 

s impli c i ty of fai th , inn o cen ce , and humi lity - are wor thy o f  

the kingdom . 5 

Chi ldren are e ager t o  come to Chri s t ,  but through the 

age s the church has been re luctan t  an d often forbids i t . 

Ibid . , p . l 7 .  
4 

Ibid . , p . l 7 .  
5 

Wi l l ard H .  Taylor , Beacon Bib l e  Commentary , IX (Kan s as 
C ity : Be acon Hi l l  Pre s s , 19 6 5) , pp . l 7 8 -17 9 . 

9 



Perhaps we shoul d heed Jesus ' warning in Matthew 18 : 6 .  

"Whos oever shal l o ffend one o f  these l i t t l e  ones whi ch 
I 

believe in me , i t  were better for him that a mi l ls t one 

were hanged about h i s  neck , and that he were drowne d in 

the dep ths  o f  the s ea . " 

Reasons rel ated to the particular characte r i s t ics and nee ds 
of chil dren . 

1 .  Chil dren are open to  God . 6 From b i r th to e ight years 

of  ag� , chi l dren have difficul ty dis tinguishing b e tween 

reality and fantasy . Thus , chi ldren are creative and imag-

inative , often indulging in magical  exp l anations , invent ing 

a wide range of super - pe r s ons and events . Thus , the child 

has the capacity to  b e l ieve in Santa C l aus , E a s ter Bunny , 

Super Man and God . The re fore , the re l igious environment 

mus t  be o f  mos t  importance during the s e  years . Be cause 

chil dren are capab le of a re ligious experience , they nee d 

to be expos e d  to authent i c  adult faith . I f  thes e  condi tions 

exis t ,  the chi l d  wi l l  s ep arate fantasy from faith in a 

natural and e asy way as the mind deve lops . 

2. The natural fai th of  early chi ldhood i s  s oon out­

grown , however . 7 As the s e l f- cons ciousne s s  o f  the chi ld 

deve lops , spiri tual cons ciousne s s  de c l ine s . The growing 

chi ld rea l i z e s  new ab il itie s  he can mas ter on his  own s trength . 

6 
Zuck , p . l 7 .  

7 
Loi s  E .  LeBar , 

Tappan , New Jers ey : 
Chi ldren in the Bib l e  S chool , ( O l d  
Fleming H .  Revel l  Co . ) , p.-23 . 
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If  a chi l d  i s  s ave d , time will  b e  spent in s earching for 

Chri s t ' s truths and s trength , and his ques tions and doub t s  

wi l l  b e  answere d by  God , wi th s trong faith the r e s ul t . 

3 .  The e ar ly chi l dhood years s e t  the tone for l i fe long 

value s . 8 It  is argue d that we s pend time in chi l d  evan­

gel i sm b ecaus e chi l dren can be  reached more eas i ly than adult s  

and b ecaus e they have their  their lives be fore them . Thes e  

two s tatements are true . Ye t ,  a more profound mo tive shoul d 

be  evident to p arent s :  l i fe ' s  earlies t  experiences  pro­

foundly shape a l l  o f  l i fe . And where doe s the chil d  s pend 

mos t  o f  those  format ive year s ? In the family environment . 

The hab i t s  formed in the firs t seven years o f  l i fe are 

very firmly e s t ab l i s he d ,  and difficult to change . I t  is  

w ide ly agre e d  that an indivi dual ' s  es sent ial character i s  

e s tab li she d very e ar l y  in l i fe . 9 Proverb s 2 2 : 6  reads , 

"Train up a chi l d  in the way he should go , and when he is  

o l d , he  will not depart from i t . "  It s eems that one may 

find i t  difficul t t o  l e ave the early training; i t  remains a 

part of  life through adul thood . This important t ruth can b e  

taken in both a p o s i t ive and negative s ens e . It  i s  pos itive 

in that children rais e d  in a s trong Chri s ti an environment 

wil l find it  diffi cul t to  break such a pattern . But tho s e  

rai s e d  i n  an unde s ir ab le s i tuation may later find thi s  to 

hinde r  them in mak ing a de c i s ion for Chris t .  

8 
Zuck , P . l8 .  

9 
LeBar , p . 2 5 .  
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4 .  The chi l d ' s  l i fe nee ds are bes t  met in the Chris ti an 

home . Abraham Mas low ' s h i e rarchy o f  human needs i s  b e s t  

admin i s t ered in a Chri s tian h ome . 10  Mas low ' s hierarchy 

inc lude s phys io logical nee ds , phys ical and psychological  

needs , affi liation needs , s e l f- es teem needs , and s e l f­

actual ization nee ds . Often , p arents who do not have a vit al 

re lationship with Chri s t  neg l e ct thes e  needs in s ome way o r  

another .  

E arly , con s i s tent s atur a tion in a warm , Chri s ti an 

environment helps  chi l dren r e s p ond personally to Chri s t ' s  

call to  s alvat i on . l l  From b ir th ,  the chil d  needs to be  

surrounde d  with an environment whi ch wi l l  help deve lop the 

chil d ' s trus t in tho s e  around h im ,  as wel l  as in God , who 

also love s  and care s for him . As the chi ld develops  in his  

intel l e c tual , emot ional , s o ci a l , phys ical , and spiri tual 

identi ty , he wi l l  eventual ly b e come aware o f  a pers onal 

nee d  for God ' s grace in h i s  l i fe . 

5. The mos t  favorab le  s o i l  for s owing the s e e d  o f  the 

Word i s  in the p l as t ic hear t o f  a chi ld . 12 Unlike adults 

who have s ometime s hardene d their hearts  toward spiri tual 

influences , chi l dren are o f t en wi l ling to learn anything an 

adul t i s  wil l ing to teach them . Parents  should be s eeking 

opportunitie s  to teach chi ldren about the things of Go d .  

0 
Zuck , p . 2 4 .  

11  
Ibi d . , p . 2 7 .  

12  
LeBar , p . 2 1 .  
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6. Chil dren have thei r  whole  l ive s ahead  o f  them for 

service. 1 3  If they are s aved while  they are young , the more 

of the ir lives they have to us e for God . 

7 .  Children open homes for per s onal work.14  The smaller  

the chi l d , the more powerful the entry may b e  into  the home . 

Chil dren who are enro l l e d  in Sunday S choo l are o ften an open 

door in vis iting the parent s  and talking about spiritual 

things . Chi l dren who regularly at tend Sunday S chool and 

o ther church activities  often convey to their p arents what 

they have learne d .  

Reasons  re lated t o  the s o ciety in whi ch we l ive . 

1. The s e cularization o f  our times increa s e s  the urgency 

o f  providing a corre ctive in the Chri s tian nurture o f  chi l ­

dren . 15  There i s  an informative exerci s e  whi ch a l l  p arents 

might do we l l  to  comple te. Taking a sheet  of  paper , make 

columns under the headings o f  Home , Schoo l , Chur ch , and 

Extra- Curricular activi t ie s . In each column, the p arent 

shoul d l i s t  the number o f  hours spent by the chi l d  under the 

influence of e a ch environment. E s pe cially try t o  identify 

the number  of  hours s pent in spiri tual encouragement and 

ins truction. 

\fuen the number  of  hours in each column are totale d ,  

the figure s may b e  s obering . Unl e s s  the chi l d  i s  in atten­

dance at a Chris t ian s choo l  where s p iritual conce p t s  and 

Ib i d  . , p . 2 6 . 
14 

Ib i d .  , p. 2 6 . 
15 

Zuck , p . 22 .  
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value s are exp l icitly taught, the l arge maj ority o f  the 

chi l d ' s waking t ime is s pent un der in fluences which are no t 

godl y . In addition , many o f  the inf luences  which invade 

the Chr i s tian home through the televis ion an d o ther media 

are n o t  always helpful to proper spiritual growth . Cons ide r  

the s e  s obering words : 

Pub lic educat ion has been, by any measure , the 
g i ft of the Chris tian heritage to chi ldren o f  
the Wes tern world . I t  i s  iron i c  that in our 
t ime , Chris tian expres s ion s  have been b anne d  
from public  clas s rooms b y  j udicial proce s s es 
whi ch have s tres s e d  " fairne s s . " I t  may now 
b e  fairly s t ated that the official  s tate r e l i­
g i on of  the United S tates i s  that of an agnos­
t i c  s e culari sm - a re l igion with i t s  own hos t  
9 f  prie s t s  and temples . While  s ome o f  thos e  
p r i e s ts s ti l l  articulate value s y s tems obvious ly 
r o o te d  in the Jude o - Chris tian vi s i on, they are 
p rophets in a culture whos e  value s are sure to 
e r o de . Such erosion, as is  evident in Unite d  
S t ates  pub l i c  morality , i t s  tas tes in enter­
t ainment, i t s  virtually entire ly expedien cy­
oriented p o l i t i cal cl imate, and i t s  P l ayboy 
phi lo sophy of man , ske tches the pervas i ce an d 
pe rverse con di tions  of  our s e cular domain . 
The child o f  the late twen tieth century is 
surfe ited wi th value influences  whi ch con tra­
d i c t  the fundamental value s of  Chri s t ian faith 
an d life . Never, s ince the days of  the youn g  
church in the pagan Roman empire, has s o  much 
depended on the effe c tivenes s o f  the fami ly of  
Go d in in fus ing the l i fe of  Chr i s t  an d His  
value s  int o  their young . l 6  

In l igh t of  the s e  kinds o f  con s i de rations, the Chris t ian 

paren t should recogn ize the importan ce of being  active ly 

an d dire c t ly invo lved in the spiritual nurture o f  h i s  or 

her chi l dren . Thi s  important task mus t not b e  left  to  one 

1 6  
Zuck , p .  2 2 . 
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or two hours a week spent at  chur ch . I t  i s  hardly pos s ible  

for  such a short amount of  time to  counteract such pervas ice  

s ocie tal  influence s . 

Such serious s tatement s  are supported  by the develop-

ment s  s een in a l l  parts of our s o c iety . S erious crime is  

on the r i s e , and there i s  good rea s on to worry . When figures 

were re leased  by the Federal Bureau o f  Inve s tigation in 

19 7 9, the out look was dim . Murders  ros e  by 10  percent ; 

as s aul t s  by 10 percent ; forcib le rapes  by 1 3  percent ; and 

robberie s by 12  p ercent . Bas e d  on crimes reporte d in 19 7 9 , 

a s erious crime o ccurred every 2 . 6 s e conds ; a theft 

oc curre d every 4 . 8 s e conds ; a burglary o c curred every 10 

s e conds; a vio lent crime occurred every 2 7  s econds ; a car 

or truck the ft oc curred every 2 9  s econds ; an as s ault occurred 

in eve ry 5 1  s e conds ; a robbe ry o c curre d every 6 8  s e conds ; 

a forcib le  rape o c curred eve ry 7 minute s; and a murder 

o c curred every 24  minutes . l 7  ( See appendix B . ) 

In 1 9 8 0 , there was a 9 . 4  percent r i s e  in the crime 

index . Daytime burglaries o f  homes r o s e  3 2  percent , s tree t  

robberie s 4 5  percent, and b ank hol dups 7 1  percent . Handguns 

were us e d  in 5 0  pe rcent of  the 2 3, 044 murders . S eventy 

percent o f  thos e  arres ted for crimes were under 2 5  years 

o f  age. l 8  

7 
Wi l l iam L .  Chaze , "Fear Stalks  the S tree t s , "  U . S. 

News and vJorld Report, Oct . 27 , 1 9 80 , p . 5 8 .  
18 

"U . S .  Crime - Surging Again , "  U . S .  News and World Report, 
Sept . 2 1, 1 9 8 1 , p . l 2 .  For related  informat ion , s e e  Appendix C .  
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Further s tat is tics  show that b irths out o f  wedlock 

increase d by about 7 per cent from 19 70  t o  1 9 8 0 . The ratio 

of divorced  to married  people doub le d . Whi l e  1 in 2 0  

per s ons were divorced in 19 70 , the ratio was 1 in 10 in 

1 9 8 0 . 19  

The s e  s tat is tics  call  the church as  a who l e , and parents 

especially , to p lace high priori ty upon the Chris t i an nurture 

of chi l dren . 

Donna Harre l l  and Wes ley Hays tead l i s t four bas i c  

reasons  w e  have for teaching God ' s Word  t o  chi l dren . Thes e  

four reas ons speak dire ctly t o  the above s o cie t al influence s .  

1 .  F i rs t , we teach God ' s Word to  chi l dren with the 

hope that at s ome t ime , with the guidance o f  God ' s Holy 

Spiri t , chi l dren will  repent and accept Chr i s t  as the ir 

L d d S . 2 0  o r  an av�or . 

This  experience i s  part o f  a proce s s . To be  ab le  to 

lead chi ldren to  s alvation in Chris t ,  the heart mus t  be pre ­

pare d by te aching God ' s word  to  them . When the de cis ion is  

made , then the chi l d  begins  to bear frui t . The one who 

teaches ( p l ant s )  the Word , and the one who he lp s the chil d  

mature (waters ) are workers together . 2 1  

2. S e cond , God ' s  Word he lps the chi l d  t o  dis ce rn  right 

22 from wrong and bui l d  a foundat ion for truly Chr i s t i an values. 

l9Dennis  E .  McFadden , " Jus t What Did Jesus Say About 
Divorce ? " , Chris t ianity Today , Nov . 2 0 , 19 8 1 , p . 46 .  

20Donna Harre ll  and Wes ley Hays tead , Cre ative Bib le 
Learning , (Glendale : Gospe l Light  Pub . ) , p . 7 . 

2 1r Corinthians 3 : 5- 8 . 
2 2  Harre l l , p . 8 .  
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For examp le, the Bib lical de finition o f  l ove, " Love i s  kind , "  

can produce meaning to children when father he lps them make 

s oup for m o ther who is  i l l  in be d .  Chi ldren le arn by ex­

ample and word. Chil dren are cons tant ly observing a dul ts 

and imi tate  them in actions and attitude s . Coup le d  wi th 

teaching o f  the Word, chil dren begin to dis cern right actions 

and a t t itude s from wrong . The patterns e s tab l ished during 

chi l dhoo d then carry over into adulthood .  

3 . Thi rd ,  God ' s Word  helps chi l dren t o  deve l op aware ­

nes s  o f  the wor l d  around them . .  2 3  Chi l dren nee d  t o  fee l  

s e cure concerning their experience s with the wor l d  and peop l e  

around them . They need to under s t and tha t  God i s  in control 

of all things , and has a p l an for their l ive s . They need 

to deve l o p  a s ense of  s e curity and trus t in a God who love s 

them and c are s for them . 

4 .  F ourth , as  children be come  fam i liar with S cripture 

and how t o  app ly i t  to  their lives, they wi l l  develop a 

p o s i t ive a t t i tude toward the Bib le �4 They are there fore more 

willing to accept i t s  authori ty, to obey God ' s commands and 

fol low h i s  princip l e s . Children are concerne d with what i s  

happening in the immediate pre s ent and future . If  they see 

adul ts  who m ake it  a practice to re late B ib l e  truth to pre s ent 

experience, chi l dren wi ll  s oon be following the s ame model . 

I t  i s  apparent that there are a number o f  s ound reasons 

\vhy chi l dren shoul d be  careful ly ins truct e d  in God ' s Word and 

3 

2 4
Harre l l , p .  9 .  

Ib i d . , p . lO .  
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in Chri s ti an value s . Chi ldren are indeed  a g i ft from God .  

And it  i s  the p arents and family who are re sponsib le to s ee 

that chi l dren re ceive the proper spiri tual nurture . The wor l d  

h a s  cert ainly n o t  tak�n such respons ibi l ity t o  d o  s o . God ' s 

value s are cons i dered s e condary to the phi l o s ophies  o f  the 

wor ld . 

In facing s uch a t ask, however, the p arent doe s  not 

s tand without res ource s . The deve lopment s  o f  the pas t 

thirty years in the fie ld of  e ducation make it  pos s ib l e  for 

the parent, and the church, to take advantage of knowledge 

and methodology whi ch make minis t�y to chi ldren b o th 

enj oyab l e  and e ffe ctive . This  s tudy wil l  turn now to  the 

mos t  e ffe c t ive ways to teach children at each age- leve l .  
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METHODOLOGY IN TEACHING CHILDREN 

The firs t chap ter dealt  '\.·lith the respons ib i li ty of  

parents to ins t ruct their chi ldren in spiri tual mat ters . 

The s e cond was concerne d wi th why God ' s Word should be  

taught t o  chi l dren . Thi s  chap ter wi l l  dea l  with the re la­

tionship b e tween age leve l characteris tics  and e ducational 

me tho do logy , and how the two func tion together in teaching . 

A chart whi ch de s cribes  the character i s t i c s  o f  children 

has b een prepare d for each period of chi l dho o d . I t  i s  

important that p arent s and teachers know what can and cannot 

b e  expected o f  the chi l dren with whom they work . Thes e  

characteri s t i c s  are further important in s e le c t ing me thods. 

The methods whi ch are appropriate and e ffe c t ive in teaching 

j unior high chi l dren would be inappropriate to us e with 

kindergarten chi l dren . And , of cour s e , the opp o s ite is 

true . 

There are s ome methods , however , whi ch can b e  used 

e ffective ly at any age-leve l . Thes e  methods wil l  b e  detai l e d  

following the charts  of  characteri s tics . 
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AGE-LEVEL CHARACTERISTICS 



PHYSI CAL 

MENTAL 

S OCIAL 

EMOTIONAL 

INFANT : Birth - 12  Months 

Grow s  rapidly , espe cially in the firs t  few months. 
At b irth , usually exceeds  6 . 5  p ounds , 2 0 "  long. 
S leeps up to 2 0  hours a day . 

One month : 5 - 6 dai ly fee ding ; s leep s  in two 
five-hour s egments .  

S ix months : Weight has doub l e d; 5 - 6 inches 
taller; ro l l s  over e as i ly; s i ts  alone for 
short periods of t ime . 

Twe lve months : 2 8 - 3 1 "  tall; 1 7 - 2 4  p ounds; 
Has some tee th; may walk; may be us ing s ome 
two-syllab l e  words; parents can communicate 
s ome s imple  vocabulary . 

A dis covere r . Chi l d  begins a l ong s e ar ch for 
truth in both temp oral and exte rnal mat t ers . 

Be c ause o f  verbal l imitations , the infan t  is 
l argely a s e l f- ins tructor . 

Limited to immediate surroundings . Lik e s  the 
famil iar and enj oys home and members  o f  his  
fami ly . Learns quick ly to gain attenti on 
through sounds , ges ture s , and a c t i ons . 

S en s i t ive to surroundings . Emot i onal ly uns tab le , 
but begins to  learn type s o f  acceptab l e  
b ehavior . 
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PHYSI CAL 

MENTAL 

S OCIAL 

EMOTIONAL 

TODDLER :  1 3  - 24  Months 

Acquire s the ab ility to  walk . 
Gains ab i l ity and dexterity with hands, and has 

coordinati on in us e of  fingers . 
A not i ce ab le change in s leeping hab i t s : one nap 

a day ( 2 - 3 hours ) ,  and s leep s a l l  night . 
As chi l d  approaches age 2 ,  toilet  training b eg ins . 
At age two , usually 3 2  to  34 inche s long and 

weigh s  33 - 3 6  pounds . 

Language deve lopment adds many new words ; mos t ly 
nouns  and verb s . 2 5 0- 300  words by age two . 

Ab le to name obj ects  and pictures  in a book . 
Begins to use  words in comb inati on and form 

s imple  que s tions . 
Under s tands commands , prohib itions , s imp le ques ti ons . 
Seeks autonomy and independance ; frequently us e s  

the word "no . •• 
Brief  attenti on span ,  short memory . 
Opennes s  and re ceptivi ty of  mind . No doub t , 

suspi s cion .  

Individualis t i c  and s e lf- centere d. Wor l d  i s  
confined t o  "me•• and "mine . •• 

Solitary p l ay ; l i t t l e  or no interes t  in o thers ; 
little  intere s t  in p l aying with o thers . 

Near s econd b ir thday , gains an interes t  in being 
near others, but does not cooperate with 
o thers in p l ay .  Hence , para l l e l  p l ay . 

Treats  p e op le in much the s ame way as things : 
touching , pushing , hitting , trying t o  manipulate . 

Emotionally very ins e cure; adj us tments are 
di fficult . 

Sens it ive to surroundings .  Ge t s  along b e s t  
with fami l iar rout ine . 

May expres s  fear of  the unfami l iar . 
Often acts  our fee l ings in play .  
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PHYSICAL 

MENTAL 

PRES CHOOL : Twos and Threes 

TWO THREE 

Active , and t ire s quick ly . Engages in many kinds 
of  phys ical or motor activi t ie s . Thi s  i s  es s ential  
to normal growth and deve lopment . 

Susceptib l e  t o  di. s eas e; lacks phys i ca l  s tamina . 

Hei ght : 
Weight : 
POSTURE : 

SLEEP 
HABITS : 

TOILET 
HABIT S : 

EATING 
HABITS : 

DRES S ING 

3 3  - 38 inches 
2 5  - 35 pounds 

s l igh t ly s toope d; 
not ful ly ere c t; 
e lb ows bent; leans 
forward when run­
ning . 

Nee ds 1 2  hours 
a t  nigh t  p lus 
afternoon nap . 

Doe s no t yet 
have c omp le te 
control; s ti l l  
subj e c t  to  
ac ci dent s a t  
night . 

S chedule impor­
tant . 
Snack may be  
ne ce s s ary 
b e tween mea l s . 

ABILITY : Beg inning to 
dres s  s e l f .  
Doe s bes t  with 
fami l iar clothe s . 

3 5  - 4 0  inches 
2 7 - 40 p ounds 
Walks upright; 
swings arms more 
l ike  an adult . 

May b egin s taying 
during afternoon 
nap t ime , but nee ds 
t o." r e s t" during 
tha t  t ime . 

Shou l d  have good 
contro l ,  but may 
nee d  t o  b e  put on 
toi l e t  be fore b e d . 

S che du l e  s till  
imp o r t ant . 

Can button front 
and s ide s , but not 
back . Has not 
le arne d to  tie shoe s . 

A dis covere r .  Learns about the wor l d  through 
s en s e s : c o l or , texture , tone , vo lume , fragrance , 
warmth , co l d , tas te , e t c . 

Limi ted  vocabulary; focus on "me " and "mine . " 
Approximately 3 0 0  words at  s e c ond year; 900  at 

age 3 .  
Has s hort memory; may repeat s ame que s t ion often . 
Able  to  conver s e  in simple language . 
Learn s  chie f ly through non-verbal communi cation . 
Limited  concept s  o f  t ime , space , numb er s . 

22  



THOS and THREES ,  continued 

MENTAL TWO 

READING : " Re ad s " pi ctures  by 
te l l ing  what is  in 
them . Likes to  l i s ­
ten t o  s tories , p oems . 
Int ere s t  span is  
3 - 4 minutes .  Enj oys 
repe t i tion of favor ­
i t e  s torie s . Chi l d  
may b e lieve eve ry­
thing he hears , s o  
Bib l e  s tory books 
are good  b ecause 
they are true . 

DRAWING : Can_ u s e  crayons . 
Doe s  not  s t ay 
with in lines . 
Lik e s  to  show work 
to  a dul t s . 
Can make s imple  
things from c lay. 
Can b e g in to  make 
crude des igns in 
finge r  paint. 

MUS I C : Rhythm i s  impor­
t ant . May be  ab le 
to  s ing short s ongs . 
May s ing in group , 
but does not carry 
tune . Enj oys l i s ­
tening t o  re cord 
with mus i c  and 
s torie s . 

PLAYING : S imp le wood puz z le s , 
bui l ding blocks , con­
s truct i on s e t s, s and­
b ox , s tuffe d animals . 
l arge wood beads , 
s p o o l s , c lothes p ins , 
p l as t i c  bottles  are 
good at this  age . 

2 3  

THREE 

S t i l l  "re a d s "  by 
te l l ing wha t  is  in 
picture s . Enj oys 
rhymes , nonsens e  
verse ,  making up own 
s tories . Alphabe t 
books begin to hol d  
intere s t .  P arent 
should ask que s tions 
whil e  reading to 
s t imulate chi l d ' s  
thinking . 

Begins to  draw 
dis t inguishab le 
obj ects , des igns , 
letters , though 
sizes  may b e  dis ­
propor tionate . 
Begins to  use paint 
brush. Crayon work 
i s  les s crude . 

Some three s  are 
beginning to s tay 
on pitch. May s ing 
alone , but s ings 
better in a group . 
S t i l l  enj oys re cor d s . 

S t i l l  enj oys many 
o f  the s ame toys . Also  
likes dol l s , punching 
bag , sma l l  wagon , r o ck­
ing hors e .  Likes to 
play s torie s  and a c t  
out parts . Likes t o  
imitate o thers. 



TWOS AND THREES , continued 

SOCIAL Dependent upon o thers; nee ds he lp dre s s ing , tying 
shoes , but toning coa t , blowing nos e , e t c . 

S t i l l  individual i stic  and s e lf- centere d . 
Often s eems negative : may s ay "no" when really 

means " I  can ' t do i t , "  " I  don't under s t and , " 
or even "why?" 

EHOTIONAL Uns t ab le emotion a l ly . Cannot be  sure of  b ehavio r  
from one momen t  t o  the next. Hence , the term 
" Te rrible Two s . " H ay do such things as thumb 
sucking , b e d  we t t ing , nose picking, showing 
off , getting into everything , tearing things up . 

Afraid o f  the unfami l i ar . Fear of being left  by  
p arent in a new environment . 

Sen s i t ive to  s urroundings . Reacts favorab ly or 
unfavorab ly t o  atmosphere , color , volume , e t c . 

Responds to love . Wants  to be  love d . Seeks 
attention t o  have this b a s i c  neecl me t. 

Ident ification w i th the male  and female  images 
are nee de d  for the deve lopment-o f  who l e s ome 
a t t i tude s . Pat terns in l i fe often e s t ab lishe d 
by thos e  he imit a te s . 

SPIRITUAL Chi l d  can learn t o  l ove God .  
Chi l d  trus ts  p ar en t s , teachers , and other s  through 

the needs they mee t . Thi s  tru s t  is  later shown 
in their trus t o f  God .  

Chi l d  can learn l ove by re ceiving love from parent s . 
To s e e  a loving father wil l  later help him 
respond to  a l oving heavenly Father . 

Chi l d  can be  t augh t  to  obey . A child  taught to 
obey parents  w i l l  later learn to obey God .  
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PHYSICAL 

MENTAL 

SOCIAL 

KINDERGARTEN : Fours and Five s  

The chi l d  l ik e s  to p l ay . All the world  i s  a 
whirlwind of  activi ty : running , j ump ing , 
cl imbing , twis t ing . Chi l d  i s  often noi s y  
and bois terous . 

Rapi d  deve lopment , fas ter at four and s l ower 
at five . Leg and arm mus c l e s  are deve loping 
quick ly , and the b o dy demands movement . Even 
a month ' s  difference may b e  s i gnifi can t  at 
this age . 

Limited  energy . The chi l d  has de l i cate heal th 
. and contracts  communicable  di s ea s e s  e as i ly .  
His growing body nee ds suffic i ent re s t  and a 
proper die t . 

Gir l s  are maturing more rap i dly than boys . 
Increas ing in abi l i ty to s ing a tune . 
Enj oys as s emb l ing cons truction toys and c an 

can handle small obj ects  and tie  shoelace s . 
Mos t  fives are l earning to  print in pub l i c  s chool .  

Asks many que s tions . Thi s  i s  the foremost method  
o f  learning. 

Increased vocabulary : 5 0 0  - 1 5 0 0  words , depending 
on b ackground . 

Limited concept s  o f  t ime , space , numbers . Concep t  
o f  time-span l imited  to  a day . 

Curi ous; has a keen imagination . 
Enj oys s tories . Fives  e s pe cial ly enj oy answering 

que s ti ons and t alking about the s tory they 
have j us t  hear d .  

Attent ion span i s  sus tained when h e  is  active ly 
involved .  Lis tening experience  needs  t o  inc lude 
re l at e d  pic ture s , obj e cts  to i l lus trate the 
words they hear . 

Thinks only in concre te terms; canno t dea l  in 
the abs tract realm .  

Group cons cious . Often s eeks out one or two 
chi l dren with whom to play .  Enj oys being with 
mvn age group , but is  s t i l l  quite s e lf-centere d .  

On a limi t e d  b as i s , leadership ab i li t i e s  may 
begin to  s urface in interac t i on with o thers . 

S trong de s i re for adul t approval; may show off and 
interrunt a great deal to ge t a ttent ion . 

I dent i fi e s  c l o se ly with mos t  a dmire d adul t . 
Often tes t s  adul t s : exhib i t s  unacceptab le 

b ehavior j us t  to  s ee how far he can go . 
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Fours and Five s , continued 

EMOTIONAL Frequent emot i onal outbur s t s : l ove and hate, 
j oy and s orrow ,  fear and p leasure , e t c. 
But in a few minute s, a l l  i s  forgot ten , 
and moves on to new intere s t s . Five 
begins to have fewer outbur s ts . 

M any fears . He is  afraid  of  the unknown , new , 
the dark , thunde r  and l ightening, b arking 
dogs , s trange peop le , e tc. *A chil d ' s  
fe ar s shoul d never b e  use d  to  frighten or 
manipulate h im .  

Occas ional j ea l ousy : l ack o f  p arental attention , 
as when a new b aby arrive s . May show j ealousy 
through negative b ehavior s uch as  b i t ing or  
hitting . 

SPIRITUAL Accepts  fact o f  God as  creator and loving Father . 
Some times i s  confuse d  as  to  the names and persons  

of  God ,  Jes us , Holy Spi ri t . 
At times , worries over the i de a  that God s e e s  

everything he doe s . 
Usually enj oys being in Sunday S choo� clas s . 

SEXUAL Chi ld i s  usua l l y  cur ious about "where he or  she 
come s from . 

Asks many que s t ions about babies .  
Is  curious about the difference s between mal e  

and female .  
Family unit  i s  a good b e g inning for bas i c  s ex 

information , whi ch c an be  gradual ly expanded 
upon as the chi ld matures .  
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AGES 6 and 7 

PHYS ICAL Can maintain attention and intere s t  for ten to 
fi fteen minut e s . 

Ceas e le s s activi ty , constant movement enj oye d ; 
s eeks s t renuous a c t ivity , but tires e as i ly .  

Coordination and mus cle contro l are deve loping . 
The movement o f  mus cles  in walking , running , 
c limb ing , throwing becomes almo s t  automatic . 

Growth i s  uneven , and his heart doe s  not grow 
in propor t i on t o  the re s t  of the body . 

Begins  to  los e  t e e th as a natural proces s .  

MENTAL Inten s e  eagernes s  t o  learn . Asks innumer ab l e  
ques tions . S e arches f o r  informat ion . 

Good memory . May l e arn to  repeat fact s without 
unders tanding the material . 

Enj oys repe t i ti on . 
Limi t e d  in under s t anding of time, s pace , and 

numb e r  concep t s . 
S t i l l  thinks concre t e ly , although abs tract 

thinking is  b e ginning to deve lop . 
Voc abulary is  b e coming we l l  deve lope d .  
Begins t o  s ee re l a t i onship be tween spoken and 

wri tten word a s  r eading ski l l s  increas e . 

EMOTIONAL Ins e cure . Eas i ly s timulated and quickly expre s s e s  
fee l ings emo t i onally . 

Experiment s  with new emotions . Often unab le  t o  
control emo t i ons . 

Making de cis i ons i s  di ffi cul t . 
Seeks independent ,  but often must b e  very depen ­

dent on others . 
Usually e ager , enthusias tic in b ehavior and fi l l e d  

with enj oyment o f  l i fe . 
Des ires  affe c t i on and guidance . Wi ll do whatever 

pos s ib le to  s ecure approval from adults , and 
peer  approval as  we l l . 

Be gins to s e t  s t an dards of  achievemen t for hims e l f .  

SOCIAL Struggling to  b e come a c ceptab le to peers and adul ts . 
Fee l s  that being f ir s t  adn winning are very imp o r tant . 
Al though s ex ant agon i sm may develop , boys and g i r l s  

generally p l ay we l l  toge ther . 
Very concerned with making friends . 
S t i l l  have s ome d i f f i culty in accepting group 

de cis ions i f  they differ from his own . 
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AGES 6 an d 7 ,  continued 

SPIRITUAL Beginning to deve lop a s ens e o f  value s . 
Thinks care fully about God and heaven . 
Can a c cept the fact that God s e e s  him , but may 

h ave difficul ty becaus e he cannot s ee God .  
Exp e c t s  his  prayers to be  answere d in a l i teral 

way , and immediately . 
Enj o y s  s tories  from the Bib le . 
Unders tands concrete  ideas , rather than abs tract . 
Bib l e  heroes s eem alive . 
Beginning to make decis ions concerning l i fe ' s 

a c t i ons and b ehavior . 

SEXUAL Concep t of  family as bas i c  uni t  i s  impor t ant . 
S t i l l  curious about where family memb er s  c arne 

from . 
Inter e s te d  in reproduction pro ce s s . 
Asks que s t ion s about animal mating . 
Fre quent handl ing of s ex organs . 
Laught er about toilet  fun ctions may occur . 
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PHYS ICAL 

MENTAL 

S OCIAL 

AGES 8 and 9 

A period of  s te ady growth . 
Coordination is  we l l  deve l ope d .  Rea c t s  with 

speed and accuracy . 
Act ive participation in intere s t ing proj e c t s . 
Adequate energy , enthus iasm , s e l f - confidence 

p e rmit him to be active . 
Somet ime s impatient at de lay or inab i l i ty to 

quickly accomplish  de s ired goal s . 

Age 8: 
Communication ski l l s  deve loping r ap i dly . 
Verbal abi l i ty exce e ds reading ab i l i ty . 
Int ere s ted in us ing verbal ski l l s. 
Like s l e arning game s . 
Ab l e  to take turns in a sma l l  group . 
Intere s t  span is  lengthening . 
Conce p t s  o f  t ime , space , dis tance are increas ing. 
Crea t ivity is  at  a peak . 

Age 9 :  
Beg ins to reason , and recognizes  the divers ities  

o f  a subj ect . 
Wi l l ing to lis ten to  i de as o ther than his  own . 
Enj oys looking up information , di s covering ideas . 
Sear ching for se l f- i dent i ty .  
Concerned about discover ing the truth . 
Anxious to  deve l op a code of  r ight and wrong . 

Age 8 :  
Intense  de s ire for peer group s tatus . 
Dependence on adult s  de creases . 
Has special  friends , spe cial  enemie s ,  usua l ly o f  

the s ame sex . 
Act ivities  and interes ts  usually wi th s ame s ex .  
Beg ins t o  deve lop s e l f-re spe ct , fee l ings o f  

fair p l ay , cons ideration , mutual accep t ance , 
cooperation . 

Accep t s  own l imitat ions and ski l l s .  

Age 9 :  
Ab l e  to cri t icize  s e l f  and permit fai lure . 
Lik e s  to make own de cis ions . 
Res p onds we l l  to adul t concern and int eres t .  
Group influence continues to b e  s tr ong . 
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Age s  8 and 9 ,  continued 

EMOTIONAL Emo t i onal growth surpas s e s  phys i c a l  growth . 
Eager to expl or e  the wor l d  around him . .  
Often experiments beyond his ab i l i t ie s . 

Age 8 :  
Torn b e tween nee d  to  be  a chi l d  and de s ire to 

be grown up . 
Diffi cul� to  accept evaluative cri t i c i sm from 

adul t s . 
Becoming more concerned for o ther s . 
Devel oping a s en s e  of fair p lay . 
Deve loping a value sys tem . 

Age 9 :  
More independent in making choi ce s . 
Becomes increas ingly aware o f  the l ar g er wor ld 

and i s  concerned with rights  and fee l ings 
o f  o ther s . 

Inter e s ted in far away p laces in the wor l d . 

SEXUAL Mode s ty is  very important . 
Sexual que s t ions b e come les s  fre quent .  
Changes in s ex g l ands o ccur .  
Gro th hormones are very active . 
Boys may b e  interes te d  in " dirty" books  and 

vulgar wor d s. 
Father may b e  asked about his p ar t  in 

reproduct ion . 
Gir l s  may begin mens truation , al though this 

is early . 
Dis cus s i on o f  s ex with friends may o c cur .  

SPIRITUAL Has que s t ions about things which wer e  previous ly 
accepted on faith . 

Can re ad from h i s  own Bib l e . 
Can accept forgiving love . 
Can grasp the his tory o f  the Bib le . 
Looks up to heroe s . 
Can b e  motiva t e d  to  Chris tian char a c t er and act ion . 
Can unders tand s ervi ce to o ther s . 
Can c omprehend the i de a  of the wor l dw i de church . 
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PHYSICAL 

MENTAL 

SOCIAL 

AGES 10  and 1 1  
Age 10: 
Heal thy and ful l o f  energy 
Motor control  we l l  deve lope d . Likes " do ing" 

activities  with much enthus iasm . 
Wi l l ing to par t ic ipate in a c t ivitie s involving 

b o th gir l s  and boys . 
Boys and gir ls usually the s ame hei gh t . 

Age 11 : 
Tires  eas i ly b e c aus e of  phy s i cal  changes .  
Gi.r l s  begin a phys ical growth spur t . 
Boys and gir l s  t end to  work and p lay s epar ate ly . 

Chi l dren at 10 and l l  are usual ly a c t ive , curious , 
enthus ias t i c , hone s t , and pre fer to  t alk , lis ten , 
and read , rather than engaging in work activitie s .  

Age 10 : 
Very verbal . Can expres s i de a s  and fee l ings 

through poetry , s ongs , drama , s torie s , 
drawing and painting . 

Anxious to  know the reas ons  for r ight and wrong ; 
des ires t o  make right cho i ce s . 

Re s pons ive to vi sual s timul i . 

Age 1 1 : 
Continue s t o  int ernalize facts , spe c i fi c infor-

mat i on , and concrete examp l e s . 
Begins to  think o f  s e l f  as  an adul t .  
Thinks through and accep t s  logical  conclus ions . 
Cri t i cal  t ime for the roo t s  o s  many important 

de c i s ions . 
Begins t o  deve lop de finit e  i de as about future . 

Age 10 : 
Has several centers  for s oc i a l  activit i e s .  
Make s fr iends eas i ly in peer group , but dis like s 

compe t i t i on .  
Concerned with fami ly clu s t er .  Parental feelings 

and j udgment s are impor t ant . 

Age 11 : 
Strong des ire to gain s tatus for s e l f  wi thin 

peer group. 
Readi ly c ompe te s with o ther s  and with o ther 

group s  as a member o f  a group . 
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AGES 10 and 1 1, continued 

Age 10 : 
EMOTIONAL Reaches an emot i onal b al ance . Happy with self; 

cooperative , e asygoing, content , friendly, 
agre e ab le . 

SEXUAL 

Age 1 1 : 
Experiences  uns te ady emo tions . 
Concentrates on intere s ting and meaningful proj e ct s  

for long periods of  t ime with enthus iasm . 

Gir l s  ought to  have s ome information about 
repro duction and intercour s e . 

Boys ought to have s imil ar informat i on about 
reproduct ion , intercour s e, mas turbation .  

" Dirty" j oke s may be quit e  intere s t ing to  chi l dren 
at this age . 
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PHYS I CAL 

MENTAL 

SOCIAL 

SEXUAL 

AGE 1 2  Through 1 4  

Rapi d ,  uneven growth . Average gain o f  12 pounds 
per year and 6 inches per year . 

Rapidly growing b o dy produce s  a large app e t ite . 
Rapi d  b one and mus cular deve lopment calls  for 

recreational activi ty . 
Gir l s  grow fas t er in e ar ly adoles cence and are 

generally taller and heavier than boys during 
thi s  t ime . 

Int ernal body i s  changing . Deve lopment of  sex 
glands is  s ingle mos t  important change . Gir l s  
develop s exua l ly one t o  two years ahe ad o f  boys . 

Heart  and lungs increase  in s ize , and glands 
b ecome more act ive . 

Awkward deve lopment re sul t ing from uneven growth 
o f  bones. 

Alternating energy and fatigue . Thi s  prote cts 
the b o dy agains t too much s train. 

Growing intel le c tual p ower . 
but mus t have a reas on t o  

New abi l ity to de al with the 
Capab l e  o f  logical  thinking . 

Can memorize well , 
do s o . 
ab s tract . 

Mos t  cri t ical period in l_ i fe . Que s tions 
authori ty; makes snap j udgment s  and conclus i ons . 

Active imagination . Often thinks the impos s ible  
to  be quit e  p os s ib l e . Daydreams of  adventure s 
and achievement . 

S trong sense o f  humor . Everything is  amus ing ; 
may l augh over nothing . 

Wants to b e  grown up and fee l s  superior to younger 
bro thers and s i s t ers . 

Deve loping s ens e o f  independence ; often rebells  
and pul ls  away from parents , family . 

Want s to i dent i fy with peer group ; s trong desire 
for attention and pre s ti ge in eyes of peers . 

Strong s ense o f  l oyal ty t o  peer group . 
Very s e l f-cons cious . 
A hero-worshiper; patterns l i fe after an i deal . 
Has spe cial friends . Usua l ly , young adole s cent 

gir l  is more interes te d  in the opp o s i te sex 
than boys are in her . 

Sex e ducation should be  hones t  and shoul d have 
reached comp l e t ion factua l ly . 

Boys may experience emmis s ion of  s emen during s leep . 
Mos t  gir l s  wil l  be  mens truating . 
Curious about the ir s e xual capacitie s , and thus 

o ften engage in p e t t ing on dates . 
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AGES 12  Through 14 , con t inued 

SP IRITUAL Be ginn in g to mas ter ab s tract thinking .  
Can be  l ed in to  e i th i c a l  dis cus s ion s . 
Asks  many que s t ion s about God, religion . 
Thinks o f  Chris t  in t e rms o f  a courageous hero 

who die d on the cros s .  
Nee ds guidance to app ly the cro s s  personally to 

their mm live s . 
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PHYSI CAL 

MENTAL 

SOCIAL 

AGES 15 Through 1 8  

S lower growth . . Bone and mus cul ar growth are 
harmonized . 

Awkwardne s s  outgrown ; increased  phy s i cal coordi­
nation . 

Boys catch up with gir l s  in heigh t  and weight 
Appearance is impor t ant . Gir l s  concerne d wi th looks 

and figure ; boys with s i z e  and phy s i ca l  power s . 
Good hygiene is  neede d for good phy s ical deve lop­

ment : regular s che dule , proper re s t , die t , 
exercis e , e t c . 

Reasoning is  important . W ants  re a s ons, and rej e ct s  
authori t arian answers . 

Imaginat i on more creative and prac t i ca l . 
Still  immature in j udgment s  and conclus ions . 
Expande d out look ; i dealis t i c  and creative ; 

concerne d  for the future and wor l d  beyond se l f . 
Like s arguments and debate s . 
I s  subj e c t  to sugge s t ion ; does not appreciate 

adul t ' s  interrupt ion, but i s  influence d by 
thos e  of his group. 

Peer group attracts ; the cl ique be comes a way 
of  l ife . 

Home ties weaken . Usual ly dis counts p arents ' l ove 
and intere s t ; may fee l  negle cted  and mis treated .  
Ye t , i s  re luctant to give up p arents l s e curi ty 
anft guidance . 

Interesced in oppos i te s ex .  I t  i s  normal to fal l  
in and out of  love . 

Wants s o cial  approval , espe cial ly from peers . 
Trying to  find place in s o ciety . 
Increas ing des ire to help o thers ; de s ires  to do 

s ome thing for thos e  who are les s for tunate 
than he . 

EMOTIONAL Emotions are more qualitative , but s ti l l  intense 
and fluctuating . 

Se l f - e s teem and the des ire to  be  cons i dere d  adult 
are high priority factor s . 

W ants to  t ake every thr i l l  and new experience . 
Has more abi lity to control  emot i ons . May hide 

fee l ings and be s e cre t ive . 
Likes emot ional books and fi lms . Responds to 

emo tional appe als . 
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SEXUAL 

AGES 15 Through 1 8, continued 

Nee d  for adult guidanc e  in s ex e ducation is  
crucial . 

S trong s ex fee l ing and urges are fel t . 

SPIRITUAL Want to s tructure the i r  own activi ties . 
Capab l e  of  deeper ab s tract  thinking . 
Nee ds help in unders t anding the problems o f  

e thics . 
Chr i s t i an vocation i s  important . 
Cap ab l e  o f  deep emo t ional response to 

worship and Chris t i an leadership . 
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The age - level character i s t i c s  were comp i l e d  from thes e  s our ce s : 

Beechick, Ruth. Teaching Junior s . Denver : Accent Pub li ­
cations , Inc., 1 9 8 1 . 

Bee chick , Ruth . Teaching Kindergar tners .  Dencer : Accent 
Pub l ications , Inc . ,  1 9 80 . 

Bee chick, Ruth . Teaching Pres choo l er s . Denver : Accent 
Pub l i cations, Inc . ,  1 9 79 . 

Biehler , Robert F .  Chi l d  Deve lopment : An Introduction .  
Bos ton :  Houghton Mif f l in Co. , 1 9 7 6 . 

Dres cher , John H. S even Things Chi l dren Nee d .  Her a l d  
Pre s s, 19 7 0 . 

Hakes, E dward J .  
Education . 

An Intr o duction to  Evange l ical  Chr i s tian 
Chicago : Moo dy Pre s s ,  1 9 6 4 . 

Harre l l , Donna and Hayst e ad, We s ley . 
for Young Chi l dren . Glendal e : 

Cre at ive Bib le  Learning 
G/L Publi cation s , 19 7 1 .  

Irving, Rob G. and Zuck, Roy B .  Youth and the Church . 
Chi cago : Moo dy Pre s s, 1 9 6 8 .  

LeBar, Loi s  E. Chi l dren in the Bib l e  School .  O l d  Tappan : 
Fleming H .  Reve l l  Co . ,  195 2 .  

Peck, Kathryn Blackburn . B e t ter Primary Teaching . Kansas 
City : Beacon Hi l l  Pres s , 1 95 7 . 

Reed, E d  and Ree d , Bobb ie . Creative Bible Learning for You th . 
Glendale : G / L  Pub li c a tions , 19 7 7 . 

Zuck , Roy B .  and Clark , Robert E .  Chi l dhoo d  E ducation in 
the Church . Chicago : Moody Pre s s, 19 7 5 . 
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, 

HETHODS FOR USE HITH ALL AGE- LEVELS 

1 .  S tories can help e s tabl ish s uch values as righ t  or 

wrong , jus tice , bravery , kindne s s , and s o  forth . Thi s  is 

espe cial ly true during the early years . B ible s tori e s  can 

illus trate how l i fe i s  related to God .  S tories  help chil -

dren s ee that God rules over all o f  His cre ation . S tories  

will give a view o f  God Hhich o ther me thods may fail to  

give . l 

S t orytell ing has o ther s trengths as well . S tories  

help younger chil dren to  l i s t en ,  and increa s e s  their  at ten-

tion span s omewhat . Lis t ening to  s tories als o  helps  children 

develop the ability to retain a s e quence o f  i deas . Wi th 

appropriate que s t ions , children learn to communicate through 

speaking , whi ch in turn increa s e s  their vocabulary . 

Learning through s torytelling i s  mo s t  e ffe c t ive when 

the s tory reinforces  and coincides  wi th experience s from 

the chil d ' s  life . 2 S torie s are an excellent me thod t o  use 

for any age group, and are excellent for the family t ime 

at home . Paren t s  mus t remember , however , to adapt the s tory 

to the age-level t aught . For example , i f  the s tory is  to 

kindergarten children , it  i s  important to cons i de r  the 

Ruth Bee chi ck , Teaching Kindergartners , (Denve r : 
Accent- B/P Publications , Inc . , 19 8 0 ) , p . 48 .  

2 . 

Donna Harrell and VJesley Hays tead , Creative Bible 
Learning , (Glendale : Go spel Light Publ ications , 19 7 7 ) , p . l 3 8 . 
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appropriate age -level character i s t i c s  in the areas of  s ocial , 

intellectual , and spiritual developments . 

The characteris t i c s  indic a t e  that a four or five year 

old chil d  thinks concretely and has a limited  vocabulary . 

There fore , the t eacher neeQs t o  cho o s e  a s tory whi ch adap t s  

to the s e  requirements : a s tory wi th a s imple plo t , few 

characters, and s imple words . 

S tories  can b e  us e d  in almos t  any s i tuation. They can 

b e  us e d  as p ar t  o f  a lecture , a s  illus trations during dis -

cus s ion , o r  as re inforcement o f  the central les s on .  Because 

s tori e s  are s o  wi dely accepte d , p arents  s hould use  them 

o ften . 3 

2 .  D i s cus s ion is often init iated by asking a que s tion , 

b e cause que s t ions tap the mind . Thi s  res ul t s  in s t at ement s  

o f  opinion and pers onal pre ference . The di s cu s si on method 

i s  educationally s trong be cause the learner i s  involved 

personally in a group s e t t ing . However , the method may be 

weak in that no new information or ins ights  may be gained . 

The teacher can turn this weaknes s  into a s trength by 

us ing a que s t ion as a form of repe t i t i on .  When dis cus s ion 

is  ini t i a t e d, p o ints  from previous les s ons can be reviewed, 

repe ated ,  and emphas i ze d  for the learner . In the family , 

the goal of  the di s cus s ion metho d i s  to encourage the 

children to expre s s  themselves s o  that the p aren t can know 

what they are thinking and how they feel about the i s s ue 

3 
Roy B .  Zuck and Robert  E .  Clark , Childhood Education 

in the Church , ( Chicago : Moody Pre s s ,  1 9 75 ) , p .  1 9 8 . 
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b e ing dis cus s e d . 4 

3 .  Field trips are al s o  an e f fective learning technique . 

When children nee d to s ee and feel the wonders o f  God ' s 

cre a t i on , take them to a park , farm , or zoo . To help chi l -

dren unders tand the element s  of  adul t  wor ship s e rvice s , a 

vis i t  t o  the s anctuary is appropr i ate . They can see , touch , 

and t alk about the pulpit ,  choir loft , organ , al tar , and 

communi on tab le . 5 

Field trips are a l s o  effe ct ive for youth .  When dis -

cus s ing  topi cs  in the area o f  Chri s t ian e th i c s , take a trip 

to a drug or alcohol rehab il i t ation center . Such trips 

provide an environment and e ducational experience whi ch is 

not available in the home . Thes e  k inds o f  trips help to 

obj e c tive ly evaluate opinions on Chr i s tian e thics , and help 

to  il luminate prejudi ces and improper thinking . 

4 .  Slide s  and films trips are e xcellent medi a sub s titu-

t ions for Bible s torie s , and are jus t as e ffe c t ive . They c an 

b e  us e d  to te ach Bible s torie s , Bib le  background , cus toms , 

and ge o graphy . They can als o  help teach practi cal Christian 

principle s through portrayal of  re al-life s i tuat ions . They 

show B ible s cene s  and teach new s ongs by visualizing them . 

They may als o  b e  use d  for making a family production which 

emphas i ze s  a par t i cular a p art i cul ar point of a l e s s on .  

Two principles are important when s e l e cting a films trip . 

A .  Elwoo d  S anner e t  al . , Exp l oring Chris tian Educat ion , 
(Kan s a s  City : Be acon Hill Pres s , 1 9 7 8) , p .  19 8 .  

5 
S anner , p .  20 8 .  
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Firs t ,  s elect a films trip whi ch f i t s  the age -leve l . Then , 

s ele ct material s  whi ch serve a de finite p�rp o s e  in the 

family t ime . The material shoul d  s upplement the teaching . 6 

Films trips are b e coming available t o  the general publi c  in 

many Chri s tian supply s tore s , and at  mo des t prices . 

5 .  Flannelgraph material s  have s uch a wide varie ty of 

use s  that every one coul d  b enefit  from them . Bible s tories , 

obje ct le s s ons , memory work , map s tudie s , b iographie s , and 

mis s i ons can b e  pres ente d in inte re s ting and e ffective ways 

to  all age group s . 

Flannelgraph material s  are p i e c e s  of  s ub s tantial s i ze d , 

light weight material whi ch have b een covered with flannel , 

fel t , or  o ther s oft , napp e d  fabr i c . Picture s , symbol s , 

let ters , and o ther objects  are als o  b a cke d wi th this  

material . S ince thes e  kinds o f  cl o th adher to each other , 

the figures and objects can be  pla c e d  on the flannelgraph 

board as  a s to ry or les s on is  pres ente d .  

S ince it  i s  easy to  make flannel graph objects  and 

figure s , time toge ther as a family can be  spent in develop ing 

a s to ry or le s son . Thi s  makes preparation t ime valuable . 

All ages can contribute in the cut t ing , coloring , and 

pl anning o f  ne ce s s ary parts  for the p articular s tory . 

Thes e  figures can be prepare d in many ways . Printing 

ver s e s  on s trips o f  paper ; words ; clouds ; buildings for the 

Elmer Towns , The Succe s s ful Sunda S chool and Teachers 
Guidebook , ( Carol S tream ,  Illino i s : Cre ation Hous e , 1976  , 

p .  2 86 . 
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b a ck ground ; and s o  forth are example s  o f  the ver s a t il i ty o f  

thi s  metho d .  Pictures cut from magazines and o ther s ource s 

may b e  e s pecially e ffective when mounted for the flannelgraph . 7 

6 .  The bulle t in board can b e  e ffe ctively used  within 

the family context . It can be  place d upon the wall , hung 

from the ceiling , and place d on an eas el .  Material s  that 

will clari fy and s ummarize weekly les s ons , or  s timulate the 

thinking proces s e s , may be  place d on the family bull e t in 

b o ar d  to  provi de review and to  ai d in applying the les s on 

truth to  the daily live s  o f  the learner . 

For ol der age group s , maga z ine and newspaper art i cles 

whi ch are dire c tly related  to the l e s s on or  dis cus s ion in 

family t ime may b e  e ffe ctively dis played .  Preparation of 

bulle t in boards is a good  opportunity for families  to  spend 

t ime toge ther in a cons truct ive , learning environment . 8 

7 .  Memori zation is  a teaching method  whi ch i s  not 

always looked upon with appre ciation . However , i t  can be 

very e ffe ct ively used at all age levels . A s elected Bible 

pas s age which relates to the aim o f  the les s on and which will 

help clarify and make application to daily l i fe , can be 

b ene f i c i al to the learner . Memorization of the books of the 

Bible helps in locating re ferences  quickly . 

Memorization is  more use ful for the ol der ages , as 

7 
Gene A .  Ge t z , Audio-Visual Me dia in Chris tian E ducat ion , 

Chicago : Moo dy Pres s , 19 7 3 ) , p . lOl . 
8 

Ge t z , p .  9 7 . 
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children below firs t grade have a limited  vocabulary . Als o ,  

memorizat ion i s  mos t  e ffe c t ive when the availab ili ty of  

time and motivat ion poten t i al are at their peaks , which 

i s  usually among elementary chil dren . 9 

8 .  Obj e c t s  les s ons are another e ffe ctive me tho d whi ch 

can b e  used  e ffe c t ively a t  home . They can be  us e d  e specially 

with elementary chil dren . Such les s ons are mos t  e ffective , 

o f  cour s e , \vhen they are clo s ely relate d to  the central p o int 

of  the le s s on .  

The tes t o f  whether o r  not an obj e c t  les son i s  appro­

priate is thi s : Will the child ' s  mind be  left mos t  likely 

on the intere s t ing obj e c t , or on the les s on intende d  to be 

learned ? 10 

The obj e c t  shoul d b e  familiar , and the illus tration 

taken from the obj e ct  mus t  b e  s imple and easy to  unders tan d .  

Use  only one obj e ct  t o  teach one truth . For younger chil -

dren , use obj e c t s  that are not symbol i c , and whos e  value i s  

real . (This i s  i n  accordance with the appropriate 

intelle ctual characteris t i c s  for the age levels . ) 1 1  

9 .  Us e o f  que s tions and answers is  �articularly valuable . 

Thi s  i s  b ecause people learn be s t  when they are involve d .  

Que s tions and answers give the learner an act ive role in 

Donald H .  Joy , Meaningful Learning in the Church , 
(Winona Lake : Light and Life Pres s , 19 74) , pp . 62 , 6 3 .  

10 
Loi s  E .  LeBar , Chil dren in the Bible S chool , ( Old 

Tappan , : Fleming H .  Revell Co . , 195 2) , p .  287 . 
1 1  

Towns , p .  2 8 1 . 

43  



his  own e ducat ion . 

Que s tions may be  used  to de termine whether a pers on 

rememb e r e d  and unders tood what the teacher had to  s ay .  

Que s t ions can al s o  tell the teacher whether a s tudent unde r -

s tood  what was r e a d  i n  a textbook , reviewe d o n  a s creen , 

or obs e rved on a field trip . A teacher ' s  que s tion can open 

the learner ' s  mind to explore the nature of God .  

A chil d ' s que s tion c an reve al t o  the p arent a point 

of int e re s t  and concern , whi ch indicates  the chil d ' s 

readines s  to  learn . Ques ti ons bring the learner into the 

1 . h h h . k "  . 12  e arnlng proces s ,  w et er e l S  as lng or answerlng . 

Properly dire cted que s t ions can as certain what 
the pupils have learned ,  gui de them in further 
learning , corre ct mis concept ion s  and imperfe c t  
unde r s t anding , help them to  s e e  interrelation­
ships among fact s , aid in organizing thinkini

) and lead to  frui t ful expres s i on o f  learning . 

10 . In role play , a problem s ituation i s  acted out , 

and then followed by identification o f  characters and dis ­

cus s ion o f  the s i tuation portraye d . The goal of  role-play 

i s  to s olve a problem and to  provide opportunity for 

p articipants  to enter into the feelings of o thers . Role 

play for chil dren is to dramatize  the Bible s tories  being 

s tudie d .  The natural feelings  of children are expre s sed 

during the role pl ay . Thi s  i s  a metho d  that can be  

1 3  
Towns , p .  2 6 8 . 
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utilized  e ffe c tively in the f amily worship time . l4 

E ducational methodology i s  r i ch with technique s which 

can b e  s ucce s s fully applied wi thin the family s ituation . 

Parents  who use a variety o f  app ropriately s elected methods 

will find family worship times t o  be  enj oyable for family 

members, as well as highly e ffe c tively in terms o f  impact 

upon the lives of the family memb ers . P arents have avail­

able a wealth o f  material s  on the marke t whi ch will give 

detailed ins truct ion and sugges ti ons for the use of methods 

at  every age level . For a chart whi ch sugges ts appropriate 

and inappropriate me thods for e a ch age level , see Appendix C .  

14  
Martha M .  Leypoldt , Forty Ways to Teach in Groups , 

(Valley Forge : The Judson Pre s s ,  1 9 6 7 ) , P .  9 7 . 
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LES S ON PLANS 

Philoso2hy of  Learning 

S tatistics  prove that pe ople learn and retain more when 

they are direc tly involve d in learning . He re tain : 

10% o f  what we re ad 

20% of what we hear 

30% of  what we s ee 

5 0% o f  what we s ee . and  hear 

70% o f  what we hear and s ay 

The 

hear 

9 0% o f  what we s ay and 

diagram below illus trates the above 

teacher 

see  I s ay do hear 

s tatis tics . 

learner 

s e e  

� ins t ruct i on --------+-� 

s ay 

I 

do 

do 

���----------�------ feedb a ck ----�--------------�--� 
I 

1 

The diagram is exsplained thi s  way : the teacher ins tuc t s  

the learner by what he s ays  and does while communicating t o  

the learner . The learner he ars and sees  this communication 

from the teacher . The s tudent then gives fee dback to the 

teacher by what the s tudent s ays  and doe s . The teacher hears 

and s e e s  this  from the learner , evaluates i t , then begins the 

pro ce s s  again by ins truct ing the s tudent . 

The key in thi s  pro ce s s  i s  the involvement of  the s tudent 

in learning . To allow the learner only to lis ten , s e e , talk 

1 
Howard Maye s & James Long , Can I Hel2 I t  I f  They Don ' t 

Learn ? , (Wheaton , Illino i s : S crip ture Pre s s  Publications , 
197 7) , P .  75 . 
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or do , i s  not ade qua te . There needs to be a comb ination o f  

all o f  the s e  fac t o r s  for a more e ffe ctive learn ing proce s s  t o  

take place . 

On the following page s  are examples of  le s s on plans 

which a t t empt to quide the p arent in creating les s on plans 

that are according t o  the above learning proce s s . Al s o , thes e  

les s on pl ans help the learner in improving e ducational skills 

such as  reading and wri t ing . The les s on plans further help 

in e s t abl i shing truths in God ' s  Word whi ch will prepare the 

learner to mature in the chris tian life . 

Guide to  Wri t ing Le s s on Plans 

Le s s on plans may be  wri t ten by  following thi s  outline . 

1 .  S el e c t  an age-level . 

2 .  De ci de on a teaching aim . An aim i s  s imply the 
p o in t  or p o ints  to be  learned .  

3 .  Make a s chedule for a t  lea s t  a week in advance . 
Example :  

The Chris tian Family 

Week #1 : 
Week #2 : 
Week :/1=3 : 
Week :/14 : 

The Child 
The Parent s  
Bible Famil ies 
Family At titude s 

4 .  De c i de on the le s s on plan s tructure . Example : 

The Chris tian Family 

Aim 
Open in prayer 
Ac t ivity for learning 
Appli cati on 
Clo s e  in prayer 

5 .  Plan an act ivity . 

1 .  Be sure i t  is  related t o  the aim . 
2 .  Be s ure i t  is appropriate  to the 

age-level . 
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The twenty- four les s on plans on the following page s 

have b e en prepare d according to the gui de p reviously dis ­

cus s e d  and are to b e  use d  a s  example s  in how t o  plan a one 

month s che dule . 
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�-leek I ,  Les s on :ffl 
Age : 9 , 10 , 1 1 

Chi ldren in the Bib le  

Aim : After  the comp le tion of  thi s les s on the chi l d  will  
know : 1 .  that a l l  people are born into the wor l d  

a s  s inners . 
2 .  that they nee d to  be  forgiven . 

fee l : a de s ire to  be  forgiven . 
� to ask Chris t for forgivenes s  during p rayer . 

I .  Open in prayer . 

II . Act i vi ty : Cro s s  out all  of the numbers whi ch appear 
below .  After the numbers  are cro s s e d  out , 
wri te the s crip ture vers e  in the s pace 
be low and locate it  in the Bib le . 

Be4h o l d , 5 2 I43 was 7 9 shap9ed  8 3 in54 ini6quit 2y 7 2  

a3nd 4 7  in 6 2  s 8in5 2 di d9 3my48 mo2 th4er 7 2  con9 cei4ve 

6 8me . 

Circle  the corre ct reference : P s alm 5 1 : 5  

P s a lm 5 8 : 3  

4The42 wic 3k7ed9 5  a8re 26 e s t 2ran6ge d 7 5  f8r2om29 the 
� 

6 4w3omb ; 9 5 th3ey 5 7go24 a s 3 tr9ay9 8 a s 4 5 5 2  oo7n83  

as 4 7 t 9hey 2 6 a8re5 7b 203r4n , 49sp5 ea3kin�942 i le45 . 

Circle  the corre c t  re ference : P s alm 5 1 : 5  

P s a lm 5 8 : 3  

Ask the que s t ion : Hhen we are born as  chi l dren , what 
q.re we like ? 

Make the s tatement that all peop le are s inners . 
Rea d  Romans 6 : 2 3 .  
But ;;.;e do not nee d  to remain s inners . 
Share the hope o f  s alvation through Chris t .  

I I I . End w i th prayer . 
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Week I ,  Les son #2  

Children in the Bib le 

Aim : Chi l dren wil l  know : that s inful b ehaviour can bring dis ­
tre s s  t o  p arents . 

fee l : a de s i re t o  ask for forgivenes s  
I .  Prayer ao:-As for forgivenes s ,  if  nee de d ,  at praye r . 

I I . Act ivity : Look up the s crip ture verse  and fil l  in 
the b l anks with the corre ct word for 
the b l anks . 

Proberb s  lO : lb I I  . a s on in the 

heavines s  o f  his  " 

Proverb s 1 7 : 2 1 "He that b e ge t t e th a doe th 

i t  t o  his  and ·the 

o f  a foo l hath no " 

Proverbs 2 9 : 1 5b " a left t o  hims e l f  

Word choice s : fool i s h  
mother 
foo l 

h i s  mo ther 

j oy 
chil d  
father 

s orrow 
bringe th 
shame 

Ask the chil dren que s t ions whi ch will produce the 
fo l l owing answers : 

1 .  A chil d  who acts  l ike a foo l  does  not produce j oy 
for his /her p arent s . 

2 .  A chi l d  who act s  foolishly brings shame to  
his /her mother . 

3 .  A chi l d  who acts  foolishly bring sorrow to 
his /her father . 

*Be sure to  give your children a de finition o f  foo l /  
foo l i sh be fore asking the que s t ions . 

" 

I I I . App l i cation : Are we be ing foo l ish by doing any of the 
above act s ? If  we have , we nee d  to ask 
God to  forgive us , and s top doing such 
things . 

IV . C l o s e  with praye r . 
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Week I ,  Les s on #3 

Chi l dren in the Bib le  

Aim : Chi l dren wil l know : what the c ons equences  of  be ing 

fee l : 
do : 

I .  Open with prayer . 

wis e  are . 
a de s ire to b e  wis e . 
ask God for he lp in b eing wis e  
an d forgivenes s  i f  nee de d .  

II . Act ivity : Look up the s cripture ver s e  in the B ib le . 
Wri te the words which are under l ined s o  that they 
are uns cramb l e d . \..Jri te the corre ct spe l l ing b eneath 
the incorrec t . 

Proverb s lO : la " . . A s iew s on maketh a dlga father . 

Proverbs 2 3 : 24 , 25 " The thfaer of  the righteous shal l 

greatly j orei ce , and he that bege t te th a wis e  ldi ch 

shall have YQi o f  him .  Thy father and thy o thmer 

shall  be  l adg , and she that bore thee shall  reice j o . "  

Proverb s 2 9 : 1 7 " rrectco thy nos , and he shal l give 

thee sert , yea , he shall give dl ieght unto thy los u .  

Ask the chi l dren que s tions  whi ch wil l  produce the 
fol l owing answers : 

1 .  A wis e  s on makes a happy mother . 

2 .  A wise  chi l d  make s a happy father . 

I I I . App l i cation : Explain what wis e  means , and ask what 
chi ldren can do to become wis e and make their p arent s 
happy . 

IV . Clo s e  with prayer . 
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Week I ,  Le s s on #4 

Chi ldren in the Bible  

Aim : Chi l dren wil l  know : they are to  honor their parents . 
fee l : a de s ire to honor their parents . 
do : ask God for he lp during prayer . 

I .  Open with prayer . 

I I . Act ivity : Look up the s crip ture verses  and wri te the 
proper word  in the b lank . Find the word in the block 
puzzle  and circle  i t . 

Exodus 20 : 12 1 1  thy father and that thy 

__ may b e  upon the 

thy God give th thee . 

Ephes i ans 6 : 2  "Honor thy 

is the firs t 

A L A N D F H L M P M 

N H B E F L 0 N G S 0 

C 0 M M A N D M E N T 

S N L 0 T C F V D W H 

L 0 R D H N T U A A E 

T R C G E X D J Y H R 

Y M T P R 0 M I S E I 

whi ch the 
---

and mother ,  whi ch 

wi th I I  

Exp l ain t o  chi ld what honor means , and that the Word 
s ay children mus t honor their mo ther and father . 

I I I . App l i cation : As a teacher , you mus t lead the children 
to ask thems elve s , "Am I honoring my mo ther and father ? "  
I f  no t ,  I nee d  to ask forgivenes s  and s tart honoring 
them in recognizab le ways . 

IV . Clos e  in prayer . 
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Week I ,  Les s on #5 

Children in the B ib le 

Aim : Chi l dren will  know,: what does i t  mean to  obey p arents .  
fee l : de s ire to obey parent s . 
do : ask God for he lp during p rayer .  

I .  Open with p rayer . 
\ 

II . Act ivity : Break the code be low and find out what God ' s 
Word s ays that children should do . Each numbe r  means 
the letter whi ch is  written b e l ow it . To break the code , 
wri te the proper le tter under e ach numb e r . Then , circle 
the correc t  re ference . 

Code : 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1 1  1 2  

a b e y o u r p n t s 

" Ch i ldren , 2_ � l 4 4 5 6 7 8 1 7 3 9 1 1  12 

in all things . " 

" Ch i ldren 5 2 3 4 

Ephes ians 6 : 1  
Colo s s i ans  3 : 20a  

4 5 6 7 8 1 7 3 9 1 1  12  

in the Lord , for this i s  right . Ephe s i ans 6 : 1 
Colos s ians 3 : 20a 

I I I . Us e the lec ture method , with he lp  from the flannel­
graph . Te ll  the chi ldren what i t  means to  obey 
p arents . �vrite  down s ome examp le s  and p lace them on 
the flanne l  board at the appropriate t ime . 

As k the chi l dren if  they can think of  t imes when they 
have been dis obedient . If  they can , exp l ain how they 
c an re ce ive forgivenes s  from God . 

IV . C l o s e  in p rayer . 
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Week I ,  Les s on #6 

Chil dren in the Bib le 

Aim : A review for emphas i s  on chi ldren in the Bib le and 
what i s  expe cted  of  them . 

I .  Open in prayer . 

II . Act ivi ty : 

1 .  On a chalkboard or large pie ce of  p ape r , write  
the maj or vers e s  used during the week . Ask the 
chi ldren to read e ach one , and then exp lain what 
it means . 

2 .  Wi th your help , have the chi l dren make a bulletin 
board  or c o l l age whi ch i llus trates what they have 
been learning dur ing the week . Thi s  should  be an/ 
enj oyab le t ime for the ent ire fami ly . The proj ect  
should  indicate things chi l dren c an do t o  show they 
nee d to b e  a b l e s s ing and not a cur s e  to their 
p arent s ; show how they can b e  a j oy and make parents  
happy ; show what it  means to obey their parents . 

I I I . C l o s e  with a special  refreshmen t  time . 
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Week I I , Le s s on #1 

Parent s  in the Bible 

Aim : To i dentify res pon s ib i l i ty parents have in the 
family in teaching God ' s Hor d .  

I .  Open in prayer . 

I I . Act ivi ty : Find Deuteronomy 6 : 6, 7 .  P lace the words b e l ow 
int o  the b l anks in the s cr ip ture vers e s . 

"And  the s e  whi ch I thee thi s  

shal l b e  i n  thine and thou 

shalt 

and shalt 

thine 

and when 

Words : 

thou 

up . " 

teach 
command 
walke s t 
r i s e s t 

them dil i gently unto thy 

o f  them when thou s i t te s t 

and when thou by 

down , and when thou 

heart 
t a lk 
l i e s t 

day 
, house 

children 

in 

the way , 

I I I . Have a fami ly dis cus s i on about the res pons ibi l ity o f  
parents  to  teach God ' s Wor d  t o  their chi ldren . Re late 
thi s  point to  the le s s ons  of the previous week . 
Chi ldren need  to l i s ten t o  the ir parent s , e s pe cially 
when parent s  are giving ins truc tion in God ' s Word . 

IV . App l i cation : The fami ly , e s pe cially parents ,  need to  
take the s tudy of  God and h i s  Word s erious ly .  

V .  C l o s e  in prayer . 
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Week I I , Les s on #2 

Paren t s  in the Bib le  

Aim : To demon s trate  a corr e c t  chil d  training method . 

I .  Open w i th prayer . 

II . Ac t ivity : Read Colo s s ians 3 : 21 and Ephe s ians 6 : 4a .  
Point out a l l  the words whi ch contain the l e tt e r  "r" . 
Wri t e  the s e  words down . Then , circle them in the 
b l o ck puz z l e  below .  

D I S C 0 U R A G E D 

A S Y N W E F N R H Y 

P A 0 C R A N G E R 0 

0 X E P A W B E B D U 

K U F A T H E R S K R  

I L M C H I L D R E N 

P R 0 V 0 K E I L Z 0 

I I I . As a fami l y , dis cus s thos e  things whi ch make family 
memb e r s  angry or dis couraged .  

IV . App li ca t i on : Name ways  in whi ch ange r  and dis couragement 
wi l l  be h an d l e d  if e i ther deve lop wi thin the fami ly . 

V .  Clo s e  in p r ayer . 
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Week I I , Les s on #3 

Parent s  in the Bib le 

Aim : To dis cus s and iden t i fy the use o f  chas t i sement as  one 
of the p arental  respon s ibilitie s . 

I .  Open with p rayer . 

I I . Act ivi ty : Look up the reference s b e low ,  and match 
each one with the corre ct verse by drat-ling a l ine 
b e tween the two . 

I I  S amue l  7 : 14 

Proverb s 2 3 : 14 

Prove rb s 2 2 : 15 

Proverb s 2 3 : 13 

Proverb s 2 9 : 1 5 

Proverb s 19 : 18 

" Chas ten thy s on whi l e  there i s  
hope , and l e t  not thy s oul spare 
for his crying . " 

The rod and reproof g ive wis dom , 
but a chi l d  left  to hims e l f  
bringeth h i s  mother shame . "  

"Thou shalt b e a t  h im with the 
rod , and sha l t  de l iver his  s oul 
from she o l . " 

"Foolishnes s  is  bound in the heart 
of a chil d , but the ro d of 
correction sha l l  drive it far 
from him . " 

"Withold not correction from the 
chil d ; for i f  thou b e a te s t  him 
Hith the rod , he shall no t die . "  

" I wil l  be his father , and he 
shall be my s on .  I f  he commit 
iniquity I wi l l  chas ten him 
with the rod o f · men , and with the 
s tripes o f  the chi ldren of men . "  

I I I . Le ad dis cus s i on on how family members  fee l  about 
di s c ip l ine - both chi l dren and parent s . Poin t s  to 
make c l e ar : 

1 .  Paren t s  are respons ible . 
2 .  D i s c ip l ine i s  to e liminate foo l i s hnes s  from the hear t . 
3 .  The purpose  of  dis cipline i s  to s ave the s oul 

from he l l . 

IV . App l i cation : \men di s cip line is  nece s s ary , it  s hould b e  
viewed i n  thes e  terms . 

V .  C l o s e  in prayer . 
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Week I I , Les s on #4 

Parents  in the Bib le  

Aim : To demons trate that one of  the p aren t a l  respon s ib i l i t ie s  
i s  t o  provide correc t  di s cipline within the fami ly .  

I .  Open in prayer . 

II . Ac t ivity : Break the code and find out why a father 
does or does not chas tis e his s on .  

Code : 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
o t 1 v h e a 

"He tha t  spare th his  rod .2_ ]_ .?.  .2_ .?.  .2_ his s on ;  

but he that l l 4 £. .?. .2_ him cha s t ene th him e ar ly . " 
- Proverb s  1 3 : 24 

"For whom the Lord 3 1 4 6 2 5 He chas teneth , and 

and s courgeth every s on whom he receive th . I f  ye 

endure cha s t ening , God dealeth with you as s ons ; for 

what s on i s  he whom the father chas teneth not ? "  
- Hebrews 12 : 6 , 7  

I I I . Lead a que s tion and answer time , with the fol l owing 
point s b e ing covered : 

1 .  Dis ci p l ine is  done out of  love . 

2 .  Be caus e God love s us , he di s ciplines us , and the 
s ame i s  true with our earthly fathers  . 

.3 . A father who does not dis cipline his  chil d  does 
not l o ve the chi l d . 

IV . App l icat i on : Parent s  are to be sure they dis p l ine 
in a s p ir: i t of  love . Childre.n should respond p roperly 
to  dis ci p l ine . 

V .  Clos e  in prayer . 
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Week I I , Les son #5 

Parents  in the Bible 

Aim : Fami ly members  wi l l  have a b ib l i cal view of  the 
hus b and , wife relationship . 

I .  Open with prayer . 

I I . Act ivity : Re ad Ephe s ians 5 : 22 - 3 3 . Te s t  your s e l f  by 
answering the fo llowing que s tions with yes or no . 

1 .  Are husbands to love thei r  wives ? 
2 .  Are wives to  submi t t o  husbands ? 
3 .  I s  the husband head o f  the wife ? 
4 .  Should a man leave his  father and mothe r  to b e  married ?  

I I I . Le ad  a dis cus s i on whi ch de f ines the s e  two things : 
1 .  What does s ubmit mean ?  
2 .  What doe s  head mean ? 

IV . Appl ication : Are there t imes when father has not 
demons trat e d  l ove to  mother ?  Are there t imes when 
mother has refused  t o  submit to  fathe r ?  

V .  Clo s e  in prayer . 
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Week I I , Les s on #6 

Parents  in the Bib le 

Aim : Review of the week ' s· les s ons whi ch emphas ize 
the respons ib i l i t i e s  of  parent s .  

I .  Open with prayer . 

II . Act ivity : Role  p l ay .  
Paren t s  role  p l ay for chi ldren a s i tuation whi ch 
demons trat e s  love and one whi ch doe s  not . 

I I I . Di s cus s ion of  wha t  chi l dren s aw and fe lt whi l e  watching 
the role  p l ays . 

IV . C l o s e  in prayer . 
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Week I I I , Les s on #1  

Fam�lies in the Bib l e  

Aim : Family memb ers  wil l  b e  able to s tate  and write : 
1 .  God t akes care o f  thos e  who obey Him . 
2 .  God i s  ab le  to i dentify with their trails  

as wel l  as tho s e  in s crip ture . 

I .  Open with prayer . 

II . Act ivity : Turn to Hebrews 1 1 : 1 ,  8 - 1 6 . The numbers on 
the puzzle te l l  you what vers e  each word i s  in . 

10 

I I I . Dis cus s some of  this  fami ly ' s  s trong characteri s tics : 
1 .  Faith in God .  2 .  Obe dience t o  God .  

IV . Are there t imes when we , as  a fami ly , have fai led t o  
have faith or be  obedient ? I f  s o , w e  mus t  ask for­
givenes s .  

· V .  C l o s e  in prayer . 
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Week I I I , Les s on #2 

Famil i e s  in the Bib le 

Aim : God dis cip l ines whos e  who do not obey Him . 

I .  Open with prayer . 

I I . Act ivity : Family members  j oin together to  make 
characters for a flanne lgraph s tory of  Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of  E den . (Genes i s  3 ) . 

Characters nee de d : serpent , tree s , woman , man , 
fig l e ave s . 

I I I . Review : 1 .  Who was b anished from the garden? 
2 .  Why were they banished ?  
3 .  What diffe rences were the re b etween the 

garden and the p lace t o  whi ch they were 
banishe d ?  

IV . App l ication : Make a l i s t o f  ways in whi ch we s how 
obe dience t o  God . 

V .  C l o s e  in prayer . 
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Week I I I , Le s s on #3  

Fami lie s  in the  Bib le  

Aim : Each family member wi l l  b e  ab l e  t o  i denti fy and write 
wha t  character i s t ics  were s trong in Joshua ' s  fami ly . 

I .  Open with prayer . 

I I . Act ivi ty : 

Turn in your Bible to Joshua 2 4 : 1 5 .  Find the words in th at 
ve r s e  that wi l l  fit in the s quare s be l ow .  

1 
2 

3 
A 
5 
6 

7 
8 
9 

1 0  
1 1  

�I ' I 

w 

I 

l 
l 

s 
E 
R 
v 
E 

1 2  
13 
14 I I� 1 11 II 
15 
16 
1 7  
18  

I 

l J 
0 
R 
D 

Fi l l  in the blanks be low with the word o f  that number . 
"But as for 11  and m y  2 , 8 . 
1 1/ - -the 'b - -

--rr "(Joshua 
24:TS). - - - - - - - - - - -
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I I I . Wri te a s entence wh i ch de s cribes the s tronge s t  char­
acteristic of  Jo shua ' s  fami ly . ( They chos e  to  s e rve 
God and no one e l s e . ) 

IV . Application : De c i de as a family to s e rve Go d . 

V .  Close  in prayer . 

6 4  



Week I I I , Les s on #4 

Families  in the Bib le 

Aim : Each famil y  member wil l  be  ab le to : 
1 .  i dentify with Noah ' s fami ly and thei r  re la­

t i onship with God .  
2 .  l i s t  Noah ' s fami lys ' s trong characteris ti cs . 

I .  Open with prayer . 

II . Act ivity : U s e  picture s to  tel l  the s tory o f  God ' s 
j udgment on the earth by s ending a flood . Te l l  
how Noah and his  fami ly were spared be cause of  
their obe di ence . 

Review que s t i ons : 
1 .  Why did God s end j udgment on the earth by  us ing a 

flood?  Read Gene s i s  6 : 1- 7  and wri t e  down your 
answer . 

2 .  Why was N o ah spared by God ?  Read Genes is 6 : 8  and 
fi l l  in the b l ank . "But Noah found in 
the eyes o f  the Lord . "  

- - -

3 .  Read Gen e s is 6 : 14 and f i l l  in the b l ank . 
"Make thee an _ _ _  o f  gopher wood  . . . " 

4 .  Read Gen es is 7 : 2 and fi l l  in the b lanks . 
" thou and thy house into  the ark ; 

for the e  have I-s een righteous be fore me . "  

I I I . Appl i cation : Ob serve thes e  points : 
1 .  Noah and h i s  fami ly were not s inful l ike  the res t  

o f  the people . 
2 .  God aske d Noah to bui l d  an ark and Noah obeye d .  

They l ive d in the ark during the floo d .  
3 .  God pro te c ts thos e  who obey Him . 

IV . We are res p on s ib le to  be  as obedient as  Noah . 

V .  C l o s e  with p r ayer . 
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Week I I I , Le s s on #5 

Fami l i e s  in the Bible 

Aim : To know and i dent i fy wi th the sp iri tual chara c te r i s t i c s  
o f  Corne lius and h i s  hous eho l d . 

I .  Open with prayer . 

II . Act ivi ty : Read Act s  1 0 : 1 , 2  and note the spiri tual 
charac teris t i c s  o f  Corne lius and h i s  hous eho l d . 
S tar t ing with the f i r s t  l e t t er , cro s s  out every 
o ther let ter . 

adyenvio s umt man 

j fi e s avro e l d  God 

bgcahvpe t o  the p oor 

kpnrxab y s e t d  t o  God 

I I I . App l i c at ion : Do we do the s e  things wi thin our family?  
If  not , what can we do to  change the s ituation ?  

IV . Clo s e  in prayer . 
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Week I I I , Le s s on #6 

Fami l i e s  in the Bib l e  

Aim : To s tate what happene d to  the Phi l ippian j ailer  and 
h i s _ hous eho l d  be fore and after conve r s i on .  

I .  Open with prayer . 

I I . Act ivity : Re ad Act s  1 6 : 24- 34 

Have the fami ly help deve lop a char t which shows wha t  
the j ailer was like be fore and after be ing s ave d .  

The Jailer 
Be fore 

Put Paul and S i las 
in pri s on ( 24)  

Tie d  them up ( 2 4 )  
Harmful ( 2 7 , 2 8 )  
Tremb l ing , afraid 

( 2 9 )  

Wha t  made the di fference ? 
the b l anks to  find out . 

After 

Bap t i ze d ,  with family ( 3 3 )  
Washed the ir s tr ip e s  ( 3 3 )  
Fe d them ( 3 3 )  
Rej o i ce d  ( 34)  

Re ad ver s e  3 1 , and fill in 

I I  on the Lord Jesus Chr i s t , and 

thou shalt b e  s ave d ,  and thy _ _ _ _ _  . 

I I I . App l i cat ion : Which s ide o f  the char t does our 
fami ly r e s emb le ?  

IV . Cl o s e  in praye r . 
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Week 4 ,  Le s s on #1 
Age : 9 ,  10 , 1 1  

S piritual attitudes for the Chri s t i an family. 

Aim : To know that : 
--1-. - the Chri s t ian family ne e d s  church wor ship . 

2 .  the Chr i s t ian family nee ds fe l lm.;rship . 
fe l l : a de s ire to atten d  church and have fe l l ow­

--- ship . 
do : ask Go d for forgivene s s  and help i f  nee de d .  

I .  Open with prayer . 

I I . Ac t ivi ty : Read the Bib le ver s e s  ab out go ing to  chur ch . 
Then , wi th your pen c i l ,  try to find the path 
to chur ch in the maz e  b e l ow .  Begin where i t  
s ays s tart and d o  no t c ro s s any l ine s . 

"Le t us mee t  toge ther in the hous e o f  Go d . "  
Nehemiah 6 : 10 

' ' I  was glad Hhen they s ai d  unto me , l e t  us go into the 
hous e o f  the Lord . "  

P s a lm 1 2 2 : 1  

+ s tart 

0 0 

I I I . App l i cation : How impor tant is  Church worship and 
fel lowship , do wee attend church ? 

IV . C l o s e  in p r ayer . 
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Week 4 ,  Le s s on #2 
Age : 9 , 10 , 1 1 

Spiri tual atti tude s for the Chris tian fami ly . 

Aim : Lis t  ways e ach memb e r  o f  the family can b e  l iving 
for God . 

I .  Open with P rayer . 

II . Ac tivity : Re ad Roman s 1 2 . Mat ch the beginnin g s  and 
endings o f  the vers e s  from Romans 1 2 . When 
mat che d corre ct ly , there will  b e  twe lve 
things you c an do to l ive pleas in g  t o  God . 

1 .  Be a .  kindly affe c t ione d (v . 1 0 ) . 

2 .  Not b .  to  no man evi l for evi l (v . 1 7 ) . 

3 .  Cont inuing c .  with them that rej o i c e  (v . 15 ) . 

4 .  Given d .  not your s e lves (v . 1 9 ) . 

5 .  Ble s s  e .  things hone s t (v . 1 7 ) . 

6 .  Rej o i ce f .  p e aceab ly wi th all  men (v . 1 8 ) . 

7 .  Be no t g .  evi l wi th goo d (v . 2 1) . 

8 .  Re compens e  h .  wis e in your own conce i t s  (v . 1 6 ) . 

9 .  Provi de i .  ins tant in praye r  (v . 1 2 ) . 

10 . Live j .  them that pe r s e cute you ( v .  1 4 ) . 

1 1 .  Avenge k .  s lo th ful in bus ine s s  (v . 1 1 ) . 

12 . Ove rcome 1 .  to  ho spi tality (v . 1 3 ) . 

I I I . App l ication : Are any o f  the above s tatement s  l a cking in 
my Chri s t ian l i fe ?  

IV . C l o s e  in prayer . 
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Week 4 ,  Le s s on #3 
Age : 9 ,  1 0 . 1 1  

Spiritual a t t i tude s for the Chri s ti an f ami ly . 

Aim : To know : 
1 .  everyone nee ds the armour o f. God to l ive a 

victorious Chri s t ian l i fe . 
2 .  and i den t i fy the armour o f  Go d .  

fee l : have a de s ire for God ' s pro t e c t ion 
do : r e ly and ask God for His  pro t e c t i on . 

I .  Open in p r aye r . 

II . Activi ty : Re a d  Ephe s i ans 6 : 10 - 19 . Draw a c ir c l e  around 
the wor ds a s  you find them . ( every letter 
shoul d be c i r c l e d  when the puz z le is finishe d .  
S ome words will  overlap ) . 

S P I R I T I S 

A S N I 0 L B S 

L A R M 0 R R E 

V G D A S D E N 

A 0 A L H A A S 

T D R L I Y S U 

I H T F E E T 0 

0 E S A L T P E 

N L T I D 0 L T 

A M A T W W A H 

B E N H E 0 T G 

L T D B E R E I 

E S W 0 R D I R 

I I I . App l i cat i on : Are we u l t i l i z ing Go d ' s a rmor for prot e c t ­
i on . 

IV . Clo s e  in p raye r . 
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Week 4 ,  Le s s on #4 
Age s : 9 , 10 , 1 1 

Spiritual a t t i tude s for the Chris t ian fami ly . 

Aim : E a ch member o f  the fami ly wi l l  l i s t  s ix f a c t o r s  whi ch 
con s t itut e s  a b e l ieve r  in Chri s t .  

I .  Open in praye r . 

I I . Act ivi ty : Re ad 1 Timo th 4 : 1 2 .  Timo thy was t o  b e  an 
examp le o f  the b e lievers in s ix things . Us e 
the code b e l ow to  read the words . 

Code : A C D E  F H I N 0 P R S T U V W Y 
Y W V U T S R P 0 N I H F E D C A 

C 0 I V 

W 0 P D U I H Y F R 0 P 

W S Y I R F A 

H N R I R F 

T Y R F S 

N E I R F A  

I I I . App licat ion : As a be l iever , do I l ive up t o  the examp le 
e s p e c t e d  of  Timo thy ? 

IV . C l o s e  in prayer . 
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Week 4 ,  Le s s on #5 
Age : 9 , 10 , 1 1 

Spiritual attitude s for the Chri s t ian fami ly . 

Aim : I dent ify tho s e  fact o r s  that Chri s t  exspects Chri s t ians 
to accomp l i sh be fore the j udgment . 

I .  Open wi th prayer . 

I I . Act ivity : Open the Bib l e  to Mat thew 2 5 : 31- 4 6  and read 
what Chri s t  has  to  s ay about the j udgment day . 
Then draw l in e s  b e tween the words that fit 
together . 

HUNGRED LEFT HAND 

THIRSTY TOOK ME IN 

STRANGER EVERLASTING FIRE 

NAKED VI S ITED ME 

STICK DRINK 

PRISON RIGHT HAND 

SHEEP E TERNAL LIFE 

GOATS MEAT 

RIGHTEOUS CAME UNTO ME 

CURSED CLOTHED ME 

" Inasmuch as ye have done i t  unto one o f  the leas t o f  
the s e  my b re thren , y e  h ave done i t  unto me . "  

Mat thew 25 : 40 

I I I . App l i cat ion : Are we r e a dy for the j udgment ?  We are pre­
p ared b y  not  only b e l ieving in Chri s t  but 
a l s o  do ing what he asks . 

IV . Clo s e  in prayer . 
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Week 4 ,  Les s on #6 
Age : 9 , 10 , 1 1 

Spiri tual att itude s for the Chris tian fami ly . 

Aim : Review le s s ons on the Chr i s t ian fami ly . 

I .  Open wi th prayer . 

I I . Ac tivity : Us e flanne l graph and review main points  o f  the 
p as t les s ons on the family . 

Week 

Week 

Week 

Week 

#1 : 

l .  

2 .  

3 .  

4 .  

#2 : 

l .  

2 .  
3 .  

#3 : 

l .  

2 .  

3 .  

4 .  

5 .  
6 . 

#4 : 

Chi l dren are s inner s  l ike everyone e l s e  ( P s a lm 
5 1 : 5 ;  5 8 : 3 ) . 
A chi l d  c an b e  a cur s e  (Proverb s 1 7 : 2 1 )  or a 
b le s s ing ( Proverb s 1 0 : 1 ) . 
Chi l dren are to  honor the ir parent s  (Ephes ians 
6 :  2 ) . 
Chi ldren are to  obey the i r  paren t s  ( Coloss ians 
3 :  2 0 ) . 

P arents  are re s p on s ib l e  for teaching their 
chi ldren God" s Word ( Deuteronomy 6 : 6 , 7 ) .  
P arent s  nee d  to  use d i s cip l ine ( II S amue l 7 : 14 ). 
Parents are to  l ove e ach o ther (Ephes ians 5 : 2 2-
3 3 ) . 

Abr aham had faith in God and obeye d Him (Hebrew 
1 1 : 1 ,  8 - 16 ) . 
Adam and Eve were punished b e cause  of  ther di s ­
obe dience ( Genes is 3 ) . 
Jo shua ' s s t atement , "we wi l l  s e rve the Lord , "  
( J o shua 2 4 : 1 5 ) . 
Noah ' s  fami ly were s pare d di s truc tion be caus e 
o f  the ir ob e dience to  God ( Denes is 6 : 1 - 7 ) . 
Corne lius ' fami ly b e l ieve d in God (Ac t s  10 : 1 2 ) . 
The hous eho l d  o f  the Phi l ippian j ai ler had a 
change o f  heart  b e c aus e o f  Chri s t  (Ac t s  16 : 3 4 ) . 

Chri s t ian fami l ie s  nee d church worship and fe l l ow­
ship ( P s alm 1 2 2 : 1 ) .  

We nee d God ' s  he lp for protect ion (Ephe s i ans 6 : 10 -
19 ) . 

We shoul d l ive for God ( Romans 1 2 ) . 
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Be examples  o f  a be le iver in Chri s t  ( I  Timo thy 4 : 1 2 ) . 

Be prepare d for the j udgment day (Mat thew 2 5 : 3 1- 4 6 ) . 

I I I . App l i cation : Doe s  this fami ly indi cate any weakne s s e s  
in the ab ove p o int s . 

IV . C l o s e  in praye r . 
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APPENDIX A 

Corre l a t ion Be tween Greek \>.lords Re lating To Chi l dren 
(Ado p t e d  from J .  Fugate , " Child  Training , "  page 2 8 3 . )  

teknon teknion 
Tt� Vo V ( a  child ; progeny) T ( �  VLOV ( l it t l e  chi l dren) 

, , huio s  
V�os ( s on ;  kinshi p ; hei r )  

b repho s 
"B PE ctJ os 

( in fant )  

b i rth 

paidion 
lro...l� L O V  

(hal f - growen) 

lfa_L b tl.. f '  Ov 
paidarion 
( l ittle 

b oy )  

11a..t 6 L 6 k'l 
paidiske 
( little  

girl)  

p a i s  
11 "'- "-S 

(youth) 

1 2 / 1 3 

age t ime l ine _j 

V t}  11" L O  .f 
nepios  

( irnmature ) 

v e £tv i. 6" K o.s 
nean iske 

(young man) 

7 5  

aner 
o.. v c. p 

( adul t  man ) 

1 9 / 2 0 30 

I 

t'l". o p ci. o Lcv 
koras ion 

(young women) 

1' £  )-.. f. L O S' 
te leios 

(mature ) 



APPENDIX B 

Surge in Violence 

Vio len t cr�me s reported (per 100 , 00 0  per s ons ) 
Violent crime s inc lude murder , rape , robbery , 
and as s ault . 

3 6 3 . 5  

5 8 8 . 5 

--

19 7 0  19 7 1  19 7 2  19 7 3  19 74  19 75 19 7 6  19 7 7  19 7 8  1 9 7 9  19 80 

Adop te d from , " U . S .  News & Wor l d  Report , "  Oct . 2 7 , 1 9 8 0 , p . 5 8 . 
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APPENDIX C 

Me thods mos t  commonly us e d  in Sunday s chool wi th di ffe ren t age - group s  

Me tho d Beginners Primary Junior Junior High S enior High 
4 $ 5  6 - 8  9 - 1 1 1 2 - 14 15 - 1 7 

Brain s torming X X 
Buz z group s  X X X 
Cas e h i s torie s X X X X 
Chalkboard X X X X 
Chart s  X X X 
Conve r s at ion X X X X X 
Choral reading X X X X 
Deb ates · x  
Dire c t  B ib le  s tudy X X X 
Di s cus s ion X X X X 
Fie l d  trips X X X X X 
Fi lms trip s , s li de s  X X X X X 
Flanne lgraph X X X X X 
Han dwork X 
Interview X X X r--. 
Le c ture X X r--. 

Mural s , bulle t in b o ar d  X X X X X 
Map s X X X X 
Memorization X X X X X 
Mode l s , pupp e t s  X X X X X 
Mo t ion rhymes X X 
Obj e ct le s s ons X X X X X 
Pane l s  X X X 
P i c ture s tudie s X X X X X 
P l aying Bible s torie s X X X 
Prob lem- s o lving X X X X 
Proj e ct s  X X X X 
Que s t ion- answer X X X X X 
Quiz X X X 

Reports  X X X 

Review X X X X X 

Ro le p l ay X X X X X 

Ski t s  X X X 

· S toryte l l ing X X X X X 

Sympo s iums , forums X 
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