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July 20, 1947,

Mr. R, W? Roes,
Box 535,
New “ort Riehey, Ilorida.

Dear Mr, RoOS8i=-

Your letter of the Z2nd., has just reached me, and al~
though 1 have no hope that it will have any real effect, I am
replying, since your letter ought to have the courtesy of a re-
ply, since it contains so many pointed remarks.

1 had no thought of boasting of my service for the relief
of people overseas, and I was familiar with both the seriptures
wihich you quoted. It has always seemed to me that the Townsend
advocates 1 have known were not particularly interested in the
suffering world outsice our own borders, Your statement about
self preservation reminds me of the story of tie lawyer who
stated in his argument, "We have it on the highest authority

that all that a man hath he will give for his life," When the
oppusing attorney spoke he said he was glad to know what was
regarded as the highest authority by his opponemnt. (It wae

saten who said "all that a man hath will he give for his life,"
and not alone the book of Job but the lives of millions of others
have proved it to be the lie that it always.was.) !

it must be interesting to have such a certainty of ones
own wisdom as to class all who disagree as either ignorant or
unintelligent, lost of the teachers, most of the ministers,
nearly all the ecomomists, most of the lawyers, most of the
doctors == and S0 on -- are either unintelligeat or ignorant;
only the Townsendites are both intelligent and informed, How
nice it must be to be in such & fine group, such an immensely
superior group. Thc ones I know c¢o not rate so high, but I
have your word for it, Personally I have not felt that I was
uninformed about the movement, for I have read some of the
literature that purported to be an accurate statement of the
aims, methods, etc,, of the movement at the time, Of course
you know it has changed so much that it is much like the boy's
one bladed knife which had had three new blades and two new
handles, but was still the same old knife,

The last paragraph of your letter (excluding the postseripts)
regarding the fool and the seven men who can give a reason leaves
me in no doubt as to your application of it, though I confess
that I should nct make exactly the sanme apglic:tion. I do not
think that I am condemning without information.

ippin wThe Townsend Plan in Brief® doe t
tell i zrlx;pﬁaﬁ’is, bui for bthe oSG HaPthSTe1 ¥ nlkes 1w
boasts as to what it is claimed that it will do, l‘kc nir:.l £
profits for every husiness, higher fees for all profess qho ’
higher wages end more stable working eonditions for every i:;
lower prices on consumer gqoél."ithal§ ¢ol@§ng ﬁhl¢l910r§; s
one penny. And tnhe folks who believe ., are the on

telligent and well informed people
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~As I think I remarked in a previous letter, I eonsider M
& hall never be really eivilimed till we take proper care of
;5 .:, :g , ; ‘the infimm, tm‘-mm.; tlim :t; u:::rl Dmtt:» Z

Plg of a certain age, irrespective of need, to expeet to spen

0uru-§‘v’ u-rf.u.*":é w:fn about everybody getting .?-6 y end
taluge costing less though all business ineome igftaxed =« it
Just doesn't make sense, el

Ve are so far apart in our thinking that I suspect it will
do no good for us to eontinue the discussion of this plan whiieh
to you means the cure for our eeonomic ills and to me means the
greatest economic ill with whieh we are threatened.

b .
N

Sineerely yours,

Levi T. Pennington.
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