i,

GEORGE Fox

UNIVERSITY Digital Commons @ George Fox University
Levi Pennington People
8-4-1947

Pennington to Fredrick Sainty, August 4, 1947

Levi T. Pennington

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington

Recommended Citation

Pennington, Levi T., "Pennington to Fredrick Sainty, August 4, 1947" (1947). Levi Pennington. 159.
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington/159

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the People at Digital Commons @ George Fox University. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Levi Pennington by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ George
Fox University. For more information, please contact arolfe@georgefox.edu.


http://www.georgefox.edu/
http://www.georgefox.edu/
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/archives_people
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgefox.edu%2Flevi_pennington%2F159&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/levi_pennington/159?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgefox.edu%2Flevi_pennington%2F159&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:arolfe@georgefox.edu

-

e FETR TIptafA«aanprdiTOR Haatoary Puw wsp pesl s ATRORSEN !
GUGR PTVR acuwaLy prow M) seat YO rROVS N ONS SR Al : _.

INTASRGE Y 2Y TP WL PLaty IV Autran 18 TEReTE tul At aneree’ A
: T U1 LERS £} £ i \ A 1 1p 18 Dnnes e Ar Lo "

} 5 (ATRAY] o BPETES OB . Am.l 4, 1“70

m" ""1.“}.9.. Vi : _ ey e ah 3

” ‘ Your very iniir01t1n’ letter of July 20 has Jjust
reached us, and it wae good $o hear from you again, and bo know
something more about how things are going in Fngland, and especi -
ally anong Friends. .

You must have had s verg interesting snd prolibavie
time at Tondon Yearly Meeting, SSOh gathnriggn ou .z Lo be an
unfailing source of help, inspiration and encouragement, as they
always would be if the right spirit were unvaryingly menifested.
Unfortunately that is mot always the case. Bome, whatever thelir
professions, come together more dntent on their own way than on
finding the will of God and doing it. $

The last session of Oregon Yearly Meeting was not free
from self-seckingy though there was less of it in some ways than
st other times., Fdward Mott has not been yearly meeting clerk
for the past two years. He was succeeded by Gervss /. Carey,
which to ny way of thinking was a tremendous improvement. The
element that had driven Emmett Gulley out of the presidency of
the college had had three differest men under consideration for
the presidency, but none of the three was willing to accept the
position unuer the circumstances. -When the anneunccment was wade
in the yearly meeting that Gervas A. Carey was elected tou the -
presidency, there was a distinctly audible gasp all over the
house, for most of the folks did not know that his name had ever
been suggested; and then there was such applause as 1 never re=

member to have heard in any yearly meeting that I have ever at-
tended. He a2ssumed his duties right after yearly meeting, and
seems to be doing a good job. He may not be able to bring the
college out of the mess it is in, but I know of no man who would
nave a better chance to do it than he. The yearly meeting can
more nearly agree on him than on any other man I know ¢f in the
world. He has had little experience as an administraior, but
that was true of every one of his predecessors in the presi-
dency here.

.pen some of us went to see him, he reminded us that
in his defence of Zmmett Gulley in the yearly meeting two years
ago, he had said that he would not accept the presidency of
the college for $16,000,00 a year, supposing it were offered to
him, which he was sure it would never be. I $0ld him of the
nurse who was caring for wounded, dirty, gangrenous patients
in = hospital overseas, when some one watehing her at work,
said, "I'd not do that sort of thing for a million dollars.”
"Weither wouid I", replied the nurse. We told him we knew he'd
not accept the presidency for $15,000400, and he'd not ge$
more than s very minor share of that sum; but we hoped he'a
accept the task to save the institution. And he-did.

You'd not know the campus today unless you approached
it from straight in front. Coming up from River Gireet, first,
before reaching the campus, you'd come &0 Edwards Hall, a big
residence bought two years ago and made into 2 dormitory for
women students. On the athletic field of former years are three
houses for G.I.'s (soldiers of the recent war) each house pro-
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viding accommodations for fhur families. Then there i» & musio
building; then a kitohen-dining hall building; then & 1ibrary
building, these six wooden bulldings coming from Camp Adair near
Corvallis, and erected on the campus by the foderal government .
The former dormitory for women is next on bhat side of the ptreet,
and opposite to it is being erected the new science bnild&asg
this Lo be of brick and not a Camp Adair building. Farther Lo
the north is the new gymnasium, nlso & permanent bulilding, of
conerete blocks; and beyondthat three more Cam) Adeir buildings
for G,I.'s, these twelve families not being students.

o These new buildings will meke the older ones much more
efficient. The removal of the library {rom the main building -
will provide three new class rcome, the removal of the physics
laboratory another, and the removal of the home economice lab~
oratory another. The removal of the music and biology from the
south wing of the original college building will make thal en-
tire building available for men's dormitory, and will provide
sccommodations for 32 more men. And the removal of the kitchen
ana aining room from the women's dormitory will make the whole
first floor of that building available for additional dormitory
rooms for women students. The small building that was used as a
chemistry labratly will be moved to ancther location on the cam-
pus, and will provide living quarters for two more families.

11 this, of course, costs money, and they are trying
hard to raise it. If there had been no persecution of President
Gulley, it would not have been long until the college would have
had an additional $250,000.00 to $500,000400, which has now
been lost because of the indignation of the man who was making
this gift beczuse of hies confidence in Emmett Gulley and in me,
whom he had known for more than a third of a century.

Well, We are wishing the very best things for Gervas
Carey. 7ish we could have a oit more confidence in the board
that did the things that drove EZmmett Gulley from his job. 4ll
this building program was instituted by him and carried well :to=-
ward a conclusion. Indeed all six of the G.,i. houses and the
library, and the big gymnasium were buwalt before he retired,
end work on the others was under way.

I do not remember the contents of my last letter Lo you
and I should probably have written a bit differently if I had
supposed that its contents would be shared with others. Still
I do not see how it will do harm for the facts to be known, and
I am sure that I tried to confine myself to facts.

I was cgertainly interested in what you told us about
the .eace testimony of Friends over there, and of the records
of the Friends members of parliament. That half of them should
have voted for peace-time comscription and only three against it
is = shocking sort of thing to folks who have looked upon London
Yearly ¥Meeting as the stronghold of ocur peace testimony. One
on this side of the water would hardly feel like Jjudging harshly.
¥ou seem so much nearer to danger over there, though with modern
means of destruction it would be almost as easy to strike our
great centers as to strike London.

The pressure that the government is putting on for
universal military training, which in itself is, of course,
peace time conscription and more, is tremendous. OUpposition
to this liberty-destroying proposal has not beem toc vigorous
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of 1ate, though some of us have no inclination to sbate our zeal
iniﬁf.w::‘:::. f""““ in the house committee on military af-
T to be n..ﬁ?' With meny persons end orgenizations still want=
ing hld' noet of them in opposition. The proponments of
the measure been given much more time than the opposition,
and the stopping of the hearings was on the basis that the ones
who had not yet spoken would have nothing new to offer., dJust

b il M lew sevsion of Congress the matter will come upy again,
iﬁdkgg:t what form it will assume I think nobody is wise encugh

‘ It takes a very deep-seated conviction to keep a man
brue to his pacifist principles under the stress of war or the -
threat of war. 1In 1928 I heard Cherwoed Bddy in one of the -ns@
impregsive addresses I ever listened to, as ne syoke tu the gtu-
dents of Pacific Oollege. Hé was telling of various religious

experiences he had had reion, his call to the mission
ad, his conve ’ convictions he ‘tald of

field, etc. In connection with his peace
his ancestry, with military men and ideals back of him for gener-
ations, of his own convietien when World War I came that he'mnlt
help to defeat the Germane, of the doubts that assailed ‘him e;en
as he did his work of morele-building through the Y.K.C.As; of
the cumulative evidence as the years passed afier tne war, coa
vincing him that the war method was hopelessly wrong, and he -
concluded that part of his address with substantially theaek'g? :a
"Allcr Len years, fighting every in¢h of the_way, aﬁtff-necie &
slow of heart tc believe, I have Egc:mi 2327;232g ::Z:n':iea: ss
a and 53

lways and everywhere wrong, the dejeotionof Kirby Page

nor participate-in it." I remember
when, in answer to my inquiry, he had to inform me that Eddy

had deserted his pacifist position entirely, and was supporting

World Var II.
Tow apt your words are in regard to the afpe;-effects
of the way, physical, mental, spiritual. Crimes, suicides,
mental derangements and all sorts of other evils are cropping
up in unexpected places, and in great numbers. IT was ;o have
been expected that marriages made as so many were just before
menftoRk their departure from America would lack permanence. And
we 'should not have been surprised, though it seems that each new
generation is, that war, which contravenes every moral lawy -
should break down morals, making property, virtue and life itself
bling is rampant all over the United States, many
a state, Uregon among them, taking a share of the profits from
the gambling on the dog and horse racing. Consumption of liquor
multiplies more than nine times since the repeal

DETHEBRE BT ¢
of Bgaggni ¥§gthe establishment of state sale of hard liquor ==

ana
his increase is in hard liquor only; the consumption of beer and

light wine has multiplied many fcld. That is in Oregon, a2nd this
is not the worst stale along that line; bad as we are, conditions

are much worse in California.

"ell, if we had to believe that God was dead, we'd be
in a very bad way. Outside of our trust in Him the prospects
iur bue Dumen race Ab$-not bright. A. Ruth Fry's “No War or No
¥orld" is a statement "too nice and yet too true", as Shakespeare
makes one of his characters say, using the word “nice" in its
true meaning, rather than as we Americans use it colloquiaily
when we say it is a nice day or that that is a nice view.

™

very cheap. Gam
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ooy e never cease to regret that we did mob to your
home while we were so near it. But we were su 'ttn:‘-t&-' of the
time that we had to miss a good many things that we very much
wanted to see and to do. ’hen the Smiths at Wickham Hall, Witham,
invited us to spend another day with them, we were just too worn
cut to make the trip from London out to their home, much as we
wanted to be with them sgain. And so it went many times. In
Ireland I knew that I wanted to see the Giant's Causeway, the
lakes of Killarney, and Blarney Castle. (I had forgotten the '
Round Towers.) #hen we got to Cork, both our energy and our
meney were 8o completely exhausted bthat i wus going to miss both
the lakes and the castle if ¥iss Beal had not insisted that we -
make the trip, which we did, and have been no end glad of it
ever since. Well, that's tov long an introduction to what I
intended to say, that we hope you get the repairs made Lo your
house that you desire. W¥e had to have our house reroofed last
year as we had to have it painted the yeéar before, and both cost
an amount thzt would have been uhbelievable ten years before.

Put I must nct ramble on and on. We came back yesters
day after a week of rest at cur little plage over at the coast,
vhere we were the least active of any of my life when I 'was
not in bed, I believe. Soon I must go oubt with a new man who
is to take a field position with the State Heifers for Hedlel
compaign, supposedly to get him started in the ‘way that-ne should
go. When this work firast started in Oregon, I helped their first
ficia wan, an interesting young fellow, to organize this countye.
I knew t.e right pecple, we got a fine commitiee organized, and
we sent from this gounty the first carload of heifers that went
from Cregon. And néw the state committee feel that I ought to-
receat, so they semt me to Grants Pass to organize that county; »
and now they want me to gc with this new man to organize scme
county, “olk or ¥arion or Tillamook, and 1 have agreed tc do what
I can, though it will not be done as it was here, where I knew
my ground so well. .

Be sure that you and your wife have our very best wishes
always. W¥e hope that your health is goed == you did not tell-us
much about yourselves personeally. 1 shall never Dde entirely free
of some of the effects of that attack of polymeuritis which kept
me in bed fo. five months, much of the time in utter torture,
but I am able to do many things now that would have killed me
outright ten years ago. Rebecca his not been'nearly so well as
we could wish for weeks now, bul shée does seemf to be improving,
and we hope she will continue to gain. She is'up all the time
and doing her regular duties in the home and in the church, es-
pecially as head of the local service committee and convenor of
the foreign service section of the Oregon branch of the American
Priends Service Committee recently organized. But she does not
have her custimary energy and buoyanty. (Do you suppose we both

are older than we were when we were married more than 4z years ago?)

"ith love and best wishes from both of us to boilh of you,

Sincerely your friend,

Prederick B. Sainty,
51 Stanley ’‘venue,
Potslade, England.
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