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August 11, 1947.

Near Joete=

Tho advance came today, and I read to Rebecca your
article, “Ien Years in the Wilderness is Not Enocugh." de both
enjoyed it, appreciated it, and 1t did us good.

There 18 a tree on the ten ncres owned by a former pas-
tor of this meeting which is one of the biggest things in the way
of "acreage" that I've seen in a blue moon. Just how much ¢~_)1Z
100 feet it is from the end of its branches that grow east P
the ones that grow toward the west 1 do not know, but i'm sure it
is nearly 150 feet in its spread. I have a little peach tree in
the garden from.which I picked all the peaches standing on the
ground, well over a bushel of them, and they are now in glass cans
and will make delicious eating mext winter. The big tree will
drop a lot of leaves tonis fall, of a sort that do not make good

compost.

well, 1 believe in big churches, churches in the city,
churches for the rich, who in many cases are really more in need
of real Christian ministry than the pecple who are poor and live
in the country. But it is the churches in the couantry and the

small country towns that really produce the fruit.

Anybody whe doubts that can satisfy himself by asking
the next hundred preach&€g he meets, the next hundred teachers, the
next hundred missicrnaries, the next hundred Christian business men,
or any other group of the folks who are really doing things and
trying to live on & Christian baeis)where they were borm and orougunt
up. ESome of them will be from the cities, of course, where the

big advantages are. But most of them -- "ag it was in the beginning,
is nouw anu ever shall bpe" =-- gome from the open country or the small
town. XNewy York coudd not rum without its country boys, nor could
Chicago, iladelphia, or any other great city you care to name.

As you suggest, there are some "city fellers" who could
not work successfully im cocuntry churches to save their lives, just
a8 there are some men who were definitely cut out for country work.
A lot of them go to the city, 2nd are in many cases successful,
especially in o financial way. But the man who was really intended
for the country ought to stick teo his job. It may not be showy,
it may not swing the big crowds, but it swings the big influence.

'ell, whe should I spread il these words om paper’ You
know every thing I"Ve said which is true, ss your article plainly
shows. My guess is that some day, in the neot too dim and distant
future The Advance will have your name in it again without waiting
for the obit.

1've peeled peaches, picked and sorted and stored pears,
diced cantaloupe, chopped nuts and done other nutty things all day,
and I'm tired. DBut Rebecca has dcne the harder work of actually
putting up the things which we shall be putting down next winter.
(Wish you could help us eat these fruits when the time gomes to
emply the cans and get them ready for next year.) OCur bartlett



	Pennington to Reverend J.P. Pennington, August 11, 1947
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1587140339.pdf.u4wyQ

