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Beiférs for Relief, - ~ 2t d ;
612 Dekum-Building, « " = 0. PiE W 81 - : et
Third and Washington, s : &8 - :
Portland, COregon.
Dear Friend:-~-
. : Naturaily I am wondering, as are the rest of us,
what is the decision of ¥r. Blickensivaif councenring Lhe Housition
which-we offered him yesterday. I hope he takes the job, for 1
believe he can swing 1%, =nd we certainly need a real money getller
for the work just now. id : 6 1 :

IR

; we came back from the short visit to the coast on the
3rd., ratuer expecting that tnere woula be a'meeting of the com=
mittee early that week, with a decision from Nr. Blickenstaff at
once, and I thought that I might get to work with him, if that
seemed the wise thing, by the wmiddle of last week. Then I hoped
that it mizht be this week at the latest. “Sow we don't: know what-
to expect. 1 need toc e back here late this month, om oOr before
the 29th. and our monthly meeting comes September 3, and I am -
the presiding officer of that. There are some important gatherings
of our church in Richmond during September, the ten days session
of the Friends '‘orld Committee for Consultation, Indiana Yearly
Meeting, and ihe centennial celebration of Bariham Ccllege, and 1
have been urgea Lo attend ail of Lhese.

I doubt very much whether this man Blickenstaff will
want me with nim when he starts his job, if he does accept it.
He is a different san {rom Wagner, much older and. with much
wider experience, and he knows Cregon betier than I do. Haybe 1
&m unnecessarily worrying, because thére has been nothing said
for a considerable time acout my working with him, and I'm guessing
that the whole idea has been forgotten by everybody except myself,

Di@ you ask me for some notes on what Gilbert Bowles
said, or did [ dream it? nyhow, here are some of the things.
He is & man who knows Japan as few ‘mericans do. He went there
in 1901, married a woman who had alreudy bDeen there five jeurs,
they were there till 1941, wore than 40 years, ana since Pearl
Larbor he has been in Hawaii working with Japanese until early
buls year, wnen ne went oacx to Japan for a six months visit,
traveling extensively, meeting old friends and making new ones,
and because of his familiarity with the people getting a better
insignt into thes real feelings of the people than most folks wogld

have a chance for.

In his address at the Y.Mu.C,!, lancheon he dwelt on
four W's, ¥ant, Weariness, W¥aiting and Will.

i ¥ant, he spoke of their need of practically

“‘ffﬁ‘ihl§:£:01.’ | g, shelter, household mnecessities such
soap, u ils, fuel ' , periodicals, etc., etc. He

ning of goats to supply ths

%



]

3 A
AR ﬁ&; Rt

»

- R i il L S e S IR S Al o

- : .ff" » "ﬁr,‘ f 9 + A : : g‘--v o X 5 $ e .." ’ ”.,iﬂ.fk r.",,
desg ."7_“_‘5‘?}: IR’ troy' spQ*” poorn” 54 s tu' Bret’ cpt™ Y4
éSpeTate need for food, especially for children.
G - O . - IR ¢ 4 y

Bk _ Under weariness he spoke of the exhaustion that has re-
e ted from the strenuous exertions fof the war under circumstances
of food shortage and lack of other necessities, the exhaustion that
Cumés from the perils and the uncertainty of the long years during
and since the war, the strain of danger from bombs, fire, famine,
ete., and the strain of fear of what would result if Japan should
0Se the war and their country should be overrun by an enemy of whose
ierceness they had been amply instructed. S
Under Waiting he spoke of the uncertainty of 1Jaan's
present situation under.occupation, with no treaty of ‘peacée signed,
no knowledge of what is Lo be exacted in the vay of reépératiéns, no i
knowledge of what plzce Japan' is to be ailowed fo have iA €he world |
of nations, All are watchfully waiting (0 sce what She future |
may hold for the Japanese people. R A |
|

s Under Will, he declared that there is a good deal efii”
hopefulness among the people, in spite of the terrible conditioms
that are being faced. Théy are not ' "lying down on the job”, but
are trying earnestly to "come back" as rapidly as is possible. !

i One thing he emphasized was the lack of the bitterness
which he feared that he might find in evidence éverywhere. Heé did
not deny that there may be some in the background of the minds of
some of the people, but he did not discover evidences of it, though
he got very near to folks both high and low. The mass of the'peo-
Ple were not in favor of the war, with all that it mean$ to every
inhabitant of the islands, and the war lords were never high in
the love of the people., Some of them are more hopeful now than
they- were before the war.

) He discussed infant mortality, relerring to the Govera-
#ent Rhite Paper which revealed the fact that in the grades -in
schocl from the third to the sixth, measurements show that height
&nad weight are a year below normal, with consequent lack of wigor
&nd ability to withstond diseese. The infant mortality rate is
very high everywhere.
He told interesting incidents of his experience in this
visit to Japsn, mentioning the names of "sther Rhoads and other
workers over there, including Nicholson who is gecing with the next
shipment of goats. ’nd I was es.ecially interested in his account
of LARA, which I learned was lLicecnsed Agencies for Relief of Asia,
though its work is now slmost entirely confined to Japan. He told
of the 13 bodies united in Church World Service, including the
Auerican sriends UService Committee, the Brethren Relief agencies,
Christian Science, Girl Scouts, the Catholic agencies and the two
labor organizations, all of whose aid is handled by LARA. All
forms of relief are turned over to the Ministry on Health and #el-
fare, and is administered them by L'R:, He also told us thaet
CARE is to be extended to Japan, though its operation is not yet
started. He told of the greal increase in tuberculosis, but the
decrease in the number bdeing treated in the hospitals because of
the scarcity of food for these institutions. "“Many families are
being rebuilt by the relief sent from this country”®, he said, "but
there are millions in need who are geiting nothing.”

e warned us not to be discouraged if there was no per-
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sonal reply when a gift of food or other help is sent, Often DIGI 

help goes to a family not one of whom can read or write lish,

He suggested the sending of a reply card t at can be readily filled
in and mailed; and 1 believe he said that these can be secured at
the postoffice when a peckage is sent by mail, though 1 have not
checked at the postoffice to find if I understood correctly.

Again he expressed his certainty that the sending of
goats to Japan was just the proper thing. A goat can live almost
anywhere, subsisting where a cow would starve to death.

Speaking again of the freedom from bitterness on tue
part of the Japanese, he said that this bitterness might develop
if conditicns becowme unbearable., They are virtually our prisoners,
Cumpesded Lo surrenaer because of military snd economic blockade,
&8s General Macirthur's men had to do, as he explains; we must
treat this prisoner nation better than some of our prisoners in
Japan and the Philippines were treated. We must, as Kagawa is
trying to do, apply cur Christianity to life.

\ Gilvert Bowles had more time when he sjoke to the folks
at our home Saturday evening. He said substantially what he said
at the Y.¥.C.?, there, but enlarged consideradbly on some of it.

Hebecca and I both want to get out to the coast again
this month if possible, and unless I hear from you with some def-
inite demands on my time, I think we shall be guing early next
week. My mail will be forwarded, and anything you may want to say
in writing will reach me not more than 24 hours after 1'd have got
it at home.

Sincerely your friend,

e

Levi T. Pennington.
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