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n Western civilization from art to the thoughts and actiong of men.

How can anyone fully eppreciate Christiznity without some knowledge of
the firet preachers and their message? Mr. Hatch has well pointed cub
that Yno movement in history is intclligible without some knowledge of
its beginnings.M

The theeclogien is also interested in the content and character

of Yew Testameny preaching. In order to understand the great doctrines

re
e
o
Py
Jos»
m
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=
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ps
~

cf Chr! and their importance, he must know what was contsined
in the orizinal Christian message.

The averege'person is interested in knowing something ahbout the
earliest phase of his religion. He then is in a vosition io better

eveluate such an expression as "ihe post-Christian eral,

P-
2]
—
[

¥inally. the greatest reason for doing this stuay e vreacher

himeel{. There is wanting a Bibdlical theology of Treaching to justify
thie amount of time the minister is called upen to spend in 2itle study.
The zuthor, numbered among this group, has had a persenal interest in
rnewing what the message of the Hew Testanent preachers was and how

they deliversd it. Of supreme imvortance was the desire to know what

Chriet irtended vreaching to be.
IT. HETHOD OF PRCGCZTDURE

The nethnd of solution in Chapter II was to determine the con-

ement vreaching by an investigation of the objects of
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the verd generslly translated Ypreach" and an examinztion of the



3
recorded sermony plus passeges related te the content of presching in
the Now Testament.

Chapter III had the burden to findéd the more vrominent character
istice of MNew Testzment preaching by en overall irveéti{ etion of the
New Testumend with particular emphasis upon those passeges using the
word generally translated "preach"

Fipally, in the summary the facts that have come to lignt in

the study were condensed &nd tebulated first, in resvect to the con-

@

tent of tus B bllcal theology of vpreaching and second, from the stand-

For the sske of clarity, certsin definitione will be given.

Bibiical Theology. Dr. A. H. Strong in his &ystematic Theclogy

gzve the Ffollowing definition of 3iblical theelogy:

Biblical Theclogy aims to arrange and clce01~y the facte of
revelation, coniining itself te the Scriptures for iits maie-
rizl, and treating of doctrine only so far as it wes develoned
at the closa of the avostclic age

Preaching. "“Preaching" refers to tne rehearsal of “the story

¢f God's redecming action in Christ that this becomes 2 living reality

Hepkins Strong. Systematic Theology (Pniladelphia;
, p. U1,

L
Doreld G. Miller, The Way To Biblical Preaching {¥ew York:
Abingden Press, 1957), ». 14.



Content of Presching. "The centent of preaching" refers to the

actual messe2ge reccrded as delivered by the ovreachers in the New Test-

&

alkenv.

Charzcter of Prezching. "The character of preachin*" refers to

the descrintion of prominent traits and or cheracteristics displayed
by the preachers.

Objects of the Verbs Generslly Translated "FPreach'. "(bjects of

the verbs generally trenslated 'vreach'! refers to what the Authorized

Verzsicen of the Blble has rendered as the verson, place, or thing of

ST

the verd "przach' in the New Testament. This is not to imply that no

]

consideration has been given to English versicns and to the Greek text

e translations.

-
>3

behin

Corroborating Passszes. YCorroborating passages" refers Lo

.

certain selected portions of the Paulizne Zopistles which suvport the

content of presching found in the Acts of the Apnstles,
IV, DIELIMITATION OF SITDY

Tais study weae limited to veing as itz basis the word trans-

loted "preach" in the New Testament of the Authorized Versicn of 1611.

The Yegtle Greek text and The New Testament In Four Versions were

consulted, bat "preach" as found in the Authorized Version remained
tne basis, Thisz limitaetion dictated omittlng The Epistle of James,
The Generzl TIpistie of Jude, The ¥irst, Second, and Third Epistles of

John, end The Revelation of Szint John The Divine.



It was not in the scepe of this writing tc give an extensive
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veporting the fiandings of the content
of the preaching in the Acts of the Apostles. but only tc give certain
corrobtorating passzges.

e

Yo =t

<

empt wzs made to projesct a distinction between tezching

and preaching in the New Testenment.
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1. JTRQDUQTIUW

content of the Gospel

Avostles, it becomes necessary o go back in tine fro
cenbury 4o the first, what is it that the Apostlzg a

3 w““"MI 3

Ao

preached by the

eth

n
aid

the twent

are preaching?

Vhat are they saying to the people? The Few Testament will te the
source wzlerial nsed to snower these gquesticns on ths content of the
preaching,

A large bedy of material 11ls fo emination, The firvst

.
¥

y determine the objrets of ihe verbs

PR AESE

tated Ypreach! in the Wow Qestament. In addition o this, the serronsg
in the Acls of the Aposiles will be red along with corrolioreting

content of the Gaspolg, Hebeews, and Pelter will be co
171. THY ACTS OF THR APOSTLES

Qur study will be confined o the Acts of the

section. In the Acis of tha Apostles there are four

o 1

nducted.

Aoostles in this
main wvords wsed

IF. D. Coggen. The Ministry Of The %Word (Loudon: The Caubertury
o e el
P“"E““?Q 19 !‘5}, p\a Tl
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the Verbs Generally Tronzlated "Preuch!

ot
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In the papyri this veid

is used of a sleve coming

2

with news ©0f a generalls victory. In the Yew Tecstament it is used in
various weys, but the cne pertinent to this study is the 'mention of ths
cbjects of the proclamal iun.“3 The meaning ing
L - N

or anncunce good nevs It wiil be necessary to list the references
;n oricr %o look for the sdjecits of this vern. The underscoring was
nod in the original but added by the auther for clarity.

Aete Bl ¥And daily in the temple, and in every houss, they
ceazed not to vesch and preach Jesus Christ.!

hcots 8:1 “iherefore they that were scattered abroai wenbt cvery
where preaching the werd."

Acts 8:12 "put

concerning the king

Pbaplticed,

P

T
e

ke nreached in 211 the ¢i

Fvararasresmn v v smmina

when %hey believed Philir

of God, and the

n Fhilip opened his mouth, and

nilip was found &t Azolus:

nexpe of Jssus Chylel, 1E

‘F \e,j we

. women. !

R

begen at the saus

& unto him Jesus."

sing througn

and pas:

i1l he came to Caesarea.l

itieg,

2yiiliem Bareley, A New Testameat Wordbook (New York: Marper &
Brothers, n. d.), p. 2.

BWil]”;m F. Arndt and FP. Wilbur Ging LJLP, & Greek-Inglist Zeziccn
of tha lew Testament and Other Barly ‘hristiasn Lite grature (Ch1c1
fre Universicy of Cnicago Preas, JU57), D. 3’?

Joid. Mhe prefix that a zocd message is the odject.

Xence & verb~chject relat necessa ~y v to transls t it althouéh
one word in the Greek. {tc glve consent); oien{to do goed),

8
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Acts 10:36 "Dhe word which God sent unto the children of Israel

presching psace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:)®

PRETINVARS

Aets 11:20 "And some of them were men of Cyvrus and Cyrene,

which, vhen they were come to Anticch spake unto the Grecians, preaching

- e

the Lord Jesus. !
Lets 1M4:15 "And saylng, Sirs, why do ye these things? We also
are men ¢f 1ike passions with you, and preach unto yeu thav yc stoudd

turn from these vanities unto the living God, which made heaver, and

earth, znd the sea, and all things theti are therein:"

Licts 15:3%5 "Paul also and Barnabas continued in Antioch, teachine

and prez cnx*r the word of the Lord, with many others slso."

Acts 17:18 "Then certein pailosephers of the Foloureons, and of
the Stoics, enceuntered him. And some said, What will this boddler say?
other some, H2 sceneth t¢ be & settexr forth of strange gods: bweczuce he
preachod unto them Jesus, and the resurrection.”

It ¢en be seen that in nine out of the ten occurrences given the
objects or the content of the preaching is descrided. The passaze in
chapter eight and verse forty werely states that Philip preached in all
the cities. The resvlis could be summarized as follows: (1) Four of
the nine pooseges roveal the object to be Jesus in four variations:
Jesus (8:35), Jesus Chriet (5:42), The Lord Jesus {11:20), and Jesus
and the resurrection (17:18). (2) Two passsges the object given of the
preaching is the Word. It is speken of a2s "the word" in &:Y% end as "the

vord of the Lord" in 15:35., (3) In the remaining three references hints
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ere given as %0 the content. In €:12 it is "the kingdem of God, eand

-
the name of Jesus Christ." "Preaching peace) by Jesus Christ' is the
object in 10:36. Pinally, the refevence in 1H4:1% ylelds the obLject to

be veventence, "that yeo should turn from these vanities unte the living

God. "

(2) Xatzgzello. The mewning of this word is to proclaim, sanounce,

or publish., It is used in the FNew Testzment to proclaim a thing or
perscen &s en object. 6 There are gix cccurrences in the Book of the
Lcots of the Aposties.

Acts U2 "Being grieved that they tanzhi the peovle, and
Rgiﬂgbed throvgh Jesus the resurrection from the dead.®

Aoty 13:5 "And vhen they were at Salamls, they 1 the

word of God in the synagogues of the Jews: end they had alsa Johu 1o

Acts 13:28 "Be it known unte you thervefere, men and brethren,
that through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of tius

Acts 15:36 "And some deys after Paul said uanto Barpabas, Lot us
go again and visit cur brethren in every ciiy where we have prezched

the wvord of the Lerd, znd see how they de.M

17:13% "put when the Jews of Thessaleorica had knowledse that

5 . : . . X

inat is this "peacet" c¢f. H. A, Y. Meyer's conment that it ie
tine whole Yessianic selvationt made known through Christ to the childreon
of Isvacl 2)

2

donyn A e
Arndt and




the word of God wes vrezched of Paul at Berez, they came thither alsc,
end stirred up the vecple."

Acts 17:3 '"Opsning end alleging, that Christ must needs hsave

suffered, and risen again from the desd; and that this Jegus, when I

preach anto you, is Christ.

From these six rsferences the following conclusioas avpear:
(1) Therc is one reference wiih the simvle ocbject "Jesus" (17:3), that
He is the Christ. (2) One object is given as “the word of Cod" (17:13).
(3} Two references contain as their object the word opreached {13:9,
15:35) "They preached the word of God" and "where we have preached the

word of the Lord." (U) One object is given as "the resurrection of the

I
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2
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dead." (H) Pinzally, the remainin
fihz forgiveness of sins' (13:38).

(%) hergcqo This is the mogt common word in the New Teztomeut
used %o describe the act of vrezchinz. Tt means to snanounce, to make
krnown, or to proclaim aload publicly and svread the story widely. It
is voedl of proclématinn that iy religious in nsture. IV is used of
procicmation or nreaching of the older prov
or EBreiield, and of the contemvorary vreachers in the Now Testamsnt.

r. Hunber gives the following definition: "“to PROCIAIN with authoriiy

te 811 &nd sundry a message with vhich cne has been cnt'usﬁed."g Dz,
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Preaching is like a chosen herald of =2

con sdds that it is &

Uh e re ci.lff!

Yeid}

[

received.”

dots €:H Wihen Pallip vend

T aiole nl
]‘/\” i Eninl

Eikmcarsssm S amarei me girth

Aot

“that he 3

A
At

1 P
throogihou
dohn preac

S

e

uneing

e}

4v\,
L4

surmoning
SOme new
ing voldly and in the name of the King

v
rs

parable in ore word:

a king riding throagh
men to arms or o*oclai ing a victory,
faver or demanding fresh tritute, sgpeak-

vhatever woerd he has

2 wurd for preachinz uvsed in Acts of the Apostles occurs

ig "4o herald."

S

ral meaalng

Lens

Ciie

dewn to the city of Samaris, and

Javist unte them ¥
s 9:Z0 "And straisghivay he presched Christ in the synagogues,
the Son ef God."
s 10:37 ¥That word, I say, ye know, vhich was published
531 Judea; end begesn Trem Galilee, after the Ddaption which
shod Y

Acts 10142 "And he commanded us to preach unto the peoplic, and

e ththy thet 1t 1s he which was ordained of God to be |

the juodge of

the guick and dead.”

Acts 15:21 "For Meses of 0l& time hath in every city them that
preach him, being read in the synagogues every szbbath day.

Acta 19:13 "Then certain of the vegabond Jews, exorcisis, inok
wnon then to Aall over them which had evil spivits the name of the Tord
Jesns, saying, We adjure you by Jegvs whom Paul preacheth.!

Pgesse Burton *ea srspoon, Seat Forth to Preach (New Yorlk:
Harper & frothers, 1954), p. 62. te



Lcis 20:25 "And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I

, shall see my fece no more."

£u

have gone preaching the kingdom of Go

o

:3) "Preaching the kiwgdom of God, and teaching those

o
v

Acte &
thinge which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all cbnfidenee, no
man fordidding him."

Gf these eight references only five are relevant to our purpese.
The other three have three differcunt objects. One hzs no cbject
(10:42), canz refers te the preaching of Jeouhn the Badtist (10:37), 2nd
one to preaching which found its center in Moses (15:21).

Thres of the five relevant to our purpose have as their object
the simple word "Christ® (8:5) or "Christ in the synagogues. that he

is the ¢

:13).  The

O

on of Ged" (S:e0), or elsc sinply "Jesus" as in (1

Ey

two remeliuning references have Ythe kinzdom' (20:25 R.5.V.) and "ins

kirngdon ef God" (22:31).

(4) 121e8. Tre meaning of this fourth word is to "spezak! and

. 010

thereby "aszert, prcclaim, sey something. Dr. Coggen made th

Tt is uvsel freguently in the straighiforwerd sense of "speskw
ind or Malking", and is itself su§gestzwc ¢f the informality
of the ezrly Christian preaching.l*

In 2811 of the TYollowing vassagss where a fora ¢ 1&LQ‘ is used the

futhorized Versicn transiated 1% a form of preasch, while Dr. Marshall

s

0 ; . . r
04rrat and Gingrich, op. cit., p. 46,

1Gogzen, cp. cit., p. 63.
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tiyensleted 1t a form of the xord TSrol e It is more correct {o j$ake

the nmeening

Acte
vord of the
nany village

3

is euegzelis

in the gimple sense of speaking and talking.

8:25 "And they, when they had testified and preached the

L et

Tord, returned to Jerusalem, and uT‘dCth the zospel in

e

g of the Sascritans. The second ccourrence of "preached!

e

13316 "Now they which were scattered abrcad vpon the per-

secution that arosc aboui Stephen travelled es far as Phenice, and

Uyrrug, and
only."

Lchs

Antid och, preaching the word to mone tut wnto the Jews

13:42 ¥And when the Jews were gene cut of the synagogue,

the Gentiices Pesought that these words might be precched to them the

P

Acts 14:25 "ind vhen they had pre eached the werd in Pergz, they
vent down inte Attalia:!

£otz

16:6 %Now when they had gone t hroughout Phrygis end ihe

region of Galatls, and were forbidden of the Koly Ghost to nreach the

vord in fLsiolt

One coeurrence (13:42) throws no light on our study of the

cbjects cf

iize verd translated upresched. O0Ff the other four passages

the object ic Ythe word” or "the word of the TLord" (8:25; 11:19; 14:25;

s

12

531, H3Z.

“HMarshall, Alfred,
(tondon: Sawual

Bsgster and %OP%
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The evidence presented on the objects ¢f the verbs generally

translated "preachi®t in the Book of Acts hzs indicated thats
(1) The most favorite way of giving the content of the preach-
The

irz in the Acts of the Apostles was by the phrase "the wordh.

1]

description Yof the Lord" or Yof God" was used to describe what kind

of

word was presched. Thus it is sugzgestive that the preaching of Acts
wzs the word which camé from God, not just zhoutd Eiwm.
{2) An equally pououler way of statini the odject of the preach-

ing ir the 2ets of the Apostles was to give the nsme "Jesus". Sowelines
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& gimple canbter Tor New Testement preseching, yeb profcund when taken
in its entirety cf meaning.

(3) The connection between “Jesus! and "ihe word' wvas very

close. Ses Acts H:1-U vhers the coutexi indicates that Ypresched
through Jesus the resurrection {rom the dead" and “many which heard the

word? wags ons and the same thins.

Acts 10736 states "The word vhich Ged sent unto the children o
o

preazching peasce by Jesas Christ." Here Peter's defin

the word equsls veace by Jecus Christ. Finally Acts 1§G:10 dncludes the

Y

phrase ¥all they which dwelt in heerd the word of {the lord Jesusz.h

ton

2
S1

&

(%) Teking the other chiesie 21l together in e third group,



(=
1

they become extensions of the flrst two. When the Kingdom of God was
prezched it was because Christ had taught it. When they preached
"peace" or "forgiveness of sing" it was dene threugh Jeous.

myfuxmdizon of the Sermons in The Acts tf “the Avostle

=enipation of the sermons in the Acts of the ALpostles to

+3
b
fe
w
@

deternine the content of prezching is done with the assumpiion that
these sermons are not complete discourses dut often a svumary form.
They arc, nevartheless, points which the speakers orilginelly gave,

(1) Peter on the Day of Fentecost (Acts 2:14-1M0) saw a fulfill-
men$ of C1d Pestament prophecy. Verse 16 states, "This is that which
was sooken by the provhet Joeel In effect Pater wes saying ihet whail
vaz teldng place on that day was whal they had read in their own
Scripturzz. He concluded by stating that Gud had made this Jesus wvhom
they knew wbout both Lord and Christ

The Jewish idea of the Hessizh was gleaned from their own QL4
Testameat Scripiurecs. Dr. Coggan guoted Sir Fdwin Hoskyns as stabtiag
that the early preachers! idea of the Hessiah wus "smelted and sublimed
from the ore of the 01d Testament Scripiures.! Iane firet emphss
then of the body of the sermon by Peter on Peatecest wes on the fulfill-~

ment ¢f the 0ld Testanment oreclemation of the coming Messiah. A study

of the other sermons in the Acts of the Avosiles will a2lse revezl this,

leoggan, op. ¢it., p. G6.
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gince Peter's sermon was taken as an exaaple.

(2) The second emphasis of the sermons in the fcts of the Aposties
was & reference te the earthly life of Jesus as evidence that He waé the
pronised Messgiah. Althouvgh they were not concerned te &well on it,
mention was made of the words of Jesus in Acts 20:35 "... remember the
words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than
to receive." Mention wes 2lso made of the works and wenders of Jes
vhere Peter said that Jesve of Nagereth was "a man approved of Gaod among
you by miracles and wonders and signs" (Acts 2:82). Peter explained
ancient proprhecy and ended vwr by stati "anto you first God, having
reised uw his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you. in turaning away every
one of you from his iniguities" (Acts 3:26).

Reference is made to the fact that Jesus went about doing good:
"How Gnd anointed Jesus of lNezareth with the Holy Ghoest and with powcy:
vhe weant abouvt dolug gocd, and healing all that were couressed of the
devil; for Gud was with hin" (Lcts 10:38).

It can be geen from these few refevences although thin and sparse
that there was emphasic in the sermoune contazined within the Acts of the
Apostles on the earthly life of Jesus. These early preachers wars not
L, 14
in igoerance cooncerning it,

(3) While there wzs an ewphasis upon Jesus! Llife in the sermons

found in the dcte of the Apositles, there was also emphasig upon Hisg

L ,
. o, Bristol, "Prinit tien Preaching and the Ipistle
¢

feture, Yol. 68, Pt. 11 (June,

t
1943), o. 93.
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death. These early vreachers saw it not 2s a tragedy dut &s a triuvnph
cortzining the hand of God. It is recorded in Acts 2:23, "Him, being

€cliveraed up Dy the determinate counsel and forelncwledge of God, ye
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taken, and by wicked hards have crucified and slain. Azain it
ig writien, "For to do whatusever thy hand and thy councel determined
befere to be done' (Acts U:28).

To adeountely present the early vpreacher's intervrstaticn of tne
death of Carist would talce us into ancther ares far beyond the scope
of this mwonogrevh. However, they recognized the vicarious =zepect.
Considsr wvhere Paul stated, "feed the church of God, which he hath
purcheced with his own blood" (Acts 20:2%). -Note the words of Philip
in exgplaining the good news of Jesus unto the Bthionian ewauch who was
puzzled over Isaiah 53, "Dhen Philip opened his mouth, and tegaa
game gcriviture, and preached unto him Jesus" (4cts 8;35).

.

ennouncenent of "remission of sins® through the nume of Jesus in the
tenth chanter and verse forty-three. The same thouzght 4s also seen in
17:3% where the zeme vhrase occurs.

(4 e fourth emphasis the author found in the szrmons in the

f the Adcstles was upon the resurrecticn and exaltation of Christ,
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These cnncepts are ¢ be taken togetner. C. H. Dodd has ovinted ont

. 15 . .
that they go tesgether in an eschatolegicel setting. 5 Peferences will

shing and ITts Develooment (Londen:
D. 47. Tne author has interpreted Dodd
o *almed with the convictieon that
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te given Tirst for the resurvreciicn and secend for the exaltaticn of
Christ.

Acts 2: 2427, R. S. V., "But God raised him vy, having looséd
the pangs of death, bvecause it was not pessible for hin to be h21d by it.
For Dévid says concerning him,

'T saw the Lord always beforc ne,

for hes is at my ri ht hand thet I may not be shake:
therefove my heart was glad, and my iongue reJo1ca
nereover my flesh wlll dwell in hope. '

Aete 3:15 M .,. God heth reised Trom the dead; whereofl we are
witnesses."

Aets U110 "... Tesus of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God
raised from the desd ..M

Aoty 13:30 "But God reised him frem the dead.

heds 17431 YZBecsuse he hath spneinted & dsy, in {the which he will
judge $he verld in vighteousness by that man vhom ke hath ordained;

vherecf re heth given aszsurence uvwnto 211 men, in that he hath raised ninm

5

from the ee=d.M

The references t0 the exaltation of Charist ave as follows:
Acts 2133, 36, "Therefere being by the right hand of God exalted

«e. God hzih podes thel ssme Jesus, vhom ye have cirucified, both Lord and
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Aete 3313, Y... the CGed of our fathers, hath glor

Jesve ..M
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hets U311, N. M. B., "This Jesu

burilders which hes become the keystone--"
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Actas H131, kR, S. V., "God exalted him at his right hzand as Leadexr
and Sevior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.”

Acts 2218 "And I auswered. Who art thou, Lordt And he s&id.untc
me, Y ern Jesus of Nezaveth, whom thow persecutest.!

Both concepts, the resurrecticn and the exaltaticn of Jesus Christ,
go together in an eschatological setting. €. H. Dodd siressed that thae
Messisnic Age will shortly reach its conswatien in the vetura of Christ.16
AT that time Christ will come again as boin Savicur and Judge:

Wawma heaven must receive unitil the time for estadbliching 21l
that God spaks. by the mouth 27 his hoiy provhets from of old
{acts 3:23, R. S. V.).

And he comwanded us to preach to the peonle, a&nd o testify

that he 1s the one ordsinsd by God te be judzge of the iiving
!

and the dead (Ackts 10:12, R. S. V.).
(5) The fifth emphasis found in the sermons is repentince as
gesn fren six relerences.
Acts 2:38 "hen Peter sld unto them, Repent, and be baptized

1 - N

n the nane of Jesus Chxrist for the remission of sins,

buls

every ore ¢of you
and ve ghall receive the gift of the Holy‘Ghost. For the vromise is
uwnio you, ond to your chi]d“pn, and to &ll that are fer oif, even as
pany as the Lord ovr God shall call.V
Acts 3:19, 2528, ¥, ®. B., Y"Repent then and turn to God, so thai
your sing muy be wiped out ... 'you ere the helrs of ithe prophets: you

are vithin the covenant which God made witn your fathers, when bhe said

te Abrehsm, "And in your ofispring 1l the fawillies on earth shall find

61p1q., p. k2.
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blessing.' When God raised up his Servant, he sent him to you first,

to bring you bleusing by turning every one of yeu from your wicked ways.'
Acts 5:31, R. S. V., "God exalted’him &b his right hand as lLeader

and Savier, to give repentance to Israel end forgiveness of sins."
Acts18:U3, R. S. V., "To hin all the prophets bear witness that

every one who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his

o

ane.

cis 20:21 "Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Grecks,

.

repentence toward Cfod, and faith toward cur Terd Jesus Christ.'
Acts 26:20 "Dut shewed first unto them of Damascus, snd at

Jerusalen, &nd throughout &1l the coassts of Judea, and then to the:

o

hat they snould repeunt and turn to God, and dc works meet

‘Ja

Gent

"

JIS&
for repentance.

¥ it be reaem-

e

Importance is addel to this periticular emphasis
tored thaet repentance is thousht of as a reorientation of the wholsz
voruocn from a cexter made up of zelf to one of Christ.

In trirging this sectien t2 a close, it was observed that at
least vwo of the five emphases discussed ere contained in Paul's sermeon
on Marg Rill. Verses 30 end 31 ere peviinent to sur subject, and they
read, "4nd the timea of thiz ignorence God winked at; dut now commandeth
a1l m2n every vhere to repent: Decsuse ne nevh appeinted a day, in the which
be will jodgs the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained;
wherszof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raiszd hinm

from the Gead."
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The fourth emphasis upon Christ's resurrection ie proclsaimed in

varge 31, "be hoth reised him from the deed.¥” There can be no doubt

e

W

)

t...n.

that pisg avdience understood this t¢ Ve his emphasis ceuse of what
fellowed: "When they heard about the raising of the dead, some scoffed;
and others said, 'We will heer you on this subject some other timc!'!

(Lcots 17:32, ®. B. B.). The fifth emphasis, repentance, is centained

in vers2 30, "now commandeth 2ll men every whare to revent."

Summary

The cvidsence prescunted on the axamination of the sermons in the
Acts of the Apcstics bes indicated that:

{J) Poter Legan his sermon c¢n the Dzy of Pentecost by anncuncing
fulfillment of 01d Testzment prophecy connected with the work of Jesus
> Jewish Messish,

:1uded in the sermons from the Acts of the Apostles was
the earthly 1ife of Jesus

sutaincd the preclsmation of the dcath of
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Jesuy 2s being in the determinats counsel of Cod

f4) The vesurrection of Jesus Christ was preached. and added to

(5) Repentance was an essential ingredient ¢f the sermons in the

ir roots deep within the 0ld Pestznent. 1)

this seruon which have tneix I
God ¢f creation, v. 24. £) The goodness of that God, v. 25. 3) The unity

of the human race, v. 26. %) Day of judgment. v. 30. %) Resurrection.
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JIT. THE PAULINE EPISTLES

An extremely important gource on the BilLlical thceolozy ef preaching

ig the Pauline Epistles. The procedure will be to deternime the odjects

05 the verDs gonerelly trenslated ‘preach’ and uO axomine certain cor-

:

roverating passages which suonport the content of presaching in the Acte

of the Apvstles.

Objects nf ithe Vorbs Generally Tranclated "Presch"

In the Pauline Epistles there ave three main verbs uwsed for the
activity of preaching. Since all three words have been defined in
chapter ¢wo, it will not be nszessary to give their meaunlng again.,  Th
underscoring was not in the original bad added by the euther for emphasis,

(1) Buageelize, There are twenly occurrences of this word.

Romens 1115 "Ho, as much as in me is, X am rexdy to presch ths
gosvel te you that are at Rome also."

Pemans 10:15 YAnd hew shall they prsach, except they be sont?

5 it is written, How beaubiivl are the feet of them that preach the

o]

guspel of merce, end bring glad tidings of good things !t
Romans 15:20 "Yea, go have I strived to presch the gospel, not
vhere Christ was nesed, lest I should tuild upon another man's foundaticn. "
T Sorinthians 1:17 "FPor Christ sent me not to baptize, dut to

H

prezch the guspel ...

I Corinthians 9:16 "For though I preach the goupel, I have nothing

Lo glory ofs for necessity is laid upon me; yeo, weg is wnto me, 3T I

PR



preach not the gospel I"

I Corinthians 3:18 "Whet is my reward thent Verily that, waen
I preach the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ witheut char é -
I Corinthiens 15:1 “Moreover, brethren, I declare uuio you the
gospel which I preached unto you. which alse ye have received, and
vherein ys stand .M

I Corinthians 15:2 "By which a2lso ye are saved, if ye kecp in

mesery what I prasched unto you, unless ye have believed in vain."

II Coriathians 10:16 W7o preacu the gospel in the regions beyond

s - - 1
IT Vorinthiang 11:7 "... because I have preacied to you the
gospel ¢f CGod freely?®
Gzlatians 1:8 "But though we, or zn angel from heaven, preach

eny other gospel unio you than that which we hove preached unto you,
let him he accursed.

Galatiane 1:9 %,,. If any man preach any cther gogpel unto yoa
then that which &e heve received ..M

Galatianel1l "But I certify you brethren, that the gosvel

ched of me is not efter man."

Gelatians 1:16 "Te¢ reveal his Son in me, that T mignt presch him
emong the hcathen ...W

Galabicns 1:23 ",.. That ke vhich perseculed us in times past now

preachetn the faith which once he des stroyed. !

et g s W ap s

Galetians Y113 "Ye know how thrcugh infirmity of the flesh I



preached the ”Ospei unto you at the first

Ephesians 2:17 "And came and preached peace to you vhich were
afar off, and to them thet were nigh."

Ephesians 3:8 "Unto me, who am less than the lezst of 2ll saints,
is this grace given, that I should szdch among the Gentiles the unsearch-
able rickes of Christ.!

In nineteen out of the twenty occurrences glven the ¢bjlect is
deseribed. The passage in I Corinthians 15:2 states that they must
keep in memory what was preached unte them. The results ceuld be swa-
marized as follows: (1) Fifteca of the twenty occurrences have the object
Neospel” or & variation such as "gospel of peace (Rom. 10:15) or "gzospel
¢f fod" {2 Cor. 11:7). (2) One has the object "Son' (Gal. 2:16). (3)
One has the object "the faith" (Gal. 1:2%). (U4) ®ne has the object

W

Fphesianyg 7:8 yields

5e]

fpeace” (Tph. 2:17). (B) Finally, the references in
the o®ject #riches of Christh.

(2) Felegozelld. There are four references including this Gresk

T Corinthiens 9:1#'"Even so bhath the Lerd ordained that they
vhich preach the gospel should live of the gospel.!

Puilippisns 1:16 Y"The one precch Christ of contention, not sincerely,
supnesing ¢ add affliction to my bonds.Y

Fhitipodesns 1:18 "What then? notwithotending, every vay, whether

in preteancs, or in truth, Christ is opreached; and I therein do rejcice,



eb
Colossians 1:28 "Whow we preech; warning every man, and tesching

oy

may present every man perfect in Chrlst

@

every man in all wisdom; that w
Jesus. Y

Prom these referentes the fo1lodﬁvw conclugions can be drawn:

O

{1) There is cne reference with the object "gosvel" {I Cor. 1),

L4

(2) Two refercnces show the object to be “Christ® (Phil. 1:15, 2:18).
(3) In the lust reference the object is not given. but the implication

fron the previcus verse is "Christ in you" (Col. 1:27,28).
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(%) Ferussd. There are nineteen cocurrences of {hi
Poulire Toisiles.

Remans 2:21 %.,, thouw that preschest a man sheuld not shezl,
dost thouw shealfd

Rumens 10:8 Y. .. Dhe word is nigh thee, even in thy mewth, end
in $hy hezri: that fs the word of faith, which we preach.®

Romzne 10:14 "... and hew shall they hear without 2 preschor?®

e ez 3 . 4

Rowans 10:15 "And how shall they preach, except they be scuplh

T

I Corinthians 1:2% "3ut we prezch Christ crucified, unbe the

Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Gresks foelishness,Y

I Corinthians §:27 Woul I keep wxder my body, and bring it into

ubjecticns lest that by zany means, when I have p~erchvu to others, I

AT s H e G TGS
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zhoald be & castavey.t
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I Cowinthians 15:11 WTherefore whether 1t were 1 or they, so we

preach, 2nd so ye belleved.®

I Corinthians 15:12 "Now if Christ be preached that he rose from

A e G AT



II Corinthians 1:19 "For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was
rresched among you by vs ..."

1I Corinthizns 4:5 "For what we preach is not ourselves, but
Jesus Christ as Lord, vith ouraelves’as your servants for Josug® sake
(R. 8. V.).

I] Corinthians 11:M4 "For if he that cometh preacheth another
Jesus, whom we have not preached ..."

Gajatians 2:2 "find I went vp by revelation, and communicated

unto then that gospel which I preach among the Gentiles ...Y"

Galatians 5:11 "And I, brethven, if I yet presch circumcisina,

vhy do I yet zvffer wersecution? then is the offence of the cross

Philippians 1:15 "Gome indeed preach Christ cven #f euvy and
strife; and some also of good will:®

Coiossians 1:23 "*If ye continue in the faith grounded and sef-
tled, end ve n:tvmoveh avay from the hove of the gospel, which ye have
heard, =ad wnith was precched to every crezture vhich is under heaven;
vhereof 1 Paul am made z minister!

I Thesaulonians 2:;9 "For ye remember, dbrethren, our labour and
trevall: for lhbouring night and day, becausge we would net be charge-
able wato any of you, we presched unto you the gospel of God. "

I Timothy 3:16 "And without controversy great is ths mystery of

godliress: God was manifest in the flesh, Jjustified in the Spirit, seen

of anzel

«@

y preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world,

Ecwm ey
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received up into glovry."
I1 Mimothy L4:2 "Preach the word; be instznt iu season, out of
seazon; remwrove, redbuke, exhort with £11 longsuffering and doctLinﬂA"
0f these nineteen occurrences only tnlrtecn are relevant to our
purpose. The sther six either have novobjeCt or do not apply to our
discussion {Rom. 2:21, 10:14, 10:15; I Ccr. 9:27, 15:11; Gal. 5:11).

E

tka

ght of the thirteen occurrences of EﬁfE;“O relevant te our
purpose have to do with "Jesus Christ" as the cdject of the verd o

a2 varieticn. I Corinthiens 1:23 has "Christ crucified", 15:12 has
Christ rison frem the dead, IX Corinthians 1:19 has "Son of God, Jesus
Christ®, and 4:5 has “"Jesus Christ as Loxd" (R. S. V.). Both cocur-
rences of iho verb in II Corinthisuns 11:% have Jesus as their objzct.
The reference in I Timothy 3:106 has "Goa" which is trunslated "He" in

ttie keviced Standard Versicen, and the implicabtion ig to Christ, The

eighth reference is simply to "Christ!.

3 o>

The remaining five references give as their objects "the verd of
fzith" (Rom. 10:8), "that gospel" (Gal. 2:2), "hove of the gospell
(Cod. 2:23), "gosvel of God' (I Thess. 2:9), and "the word" (II Tim.

Y:2).

Sunmary

F s JR 4%}

The evidence presented on the objecte of the verbs generally
translated "preach" in the Pauline Epistles has indicated that;

(1) The most freguent way of giving the content of the preaching

>

in the Fauline Epistles was by the word "guspel'. The description "of

God" or Yol peoce" was used to describe vhai kind of gospel was preached.
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(2) ?le next most frequent occurrence of stating the edject of
the preaching in the Pzuline Epistles wzs to give the name "Chricth,
Scumetimes the fuller nsme "Jesus Christ" or just "Jesus" was used. The

phrese "crucified" and Yas Lord" tell in what manner Christ was vreached.

4n Exemination of the Content of Corroborating Pascages ]
The first passage is Romens 1l:1-H "Paul, & servant of Jesus Chrisi

called %o be an z2postle, separated unto the gospel of God, (which he had

2.

Zu

promised afore by bis prophats in the holy scriptures)", verses 1 an
The emphasis in these two verses is upon fulfillment of the 01d Testement
proclamation of the Messiah heurkening dack to the promises given long

DAY

age by the provhete in the holy scripiures. The 3des is this, that this
gosnel scoken of by Faul had Veen anncunced veforehand in {he 014 Testa-
ment throush the prephets. New the fulfillment hae come in Jesus Christ,
the Messizh, of whom Pauwl is His servant.

Continmuing with verse 3 which states: "Councerning his Son Jesus
Christ our Lord, which wes made of the sead of David according to the
flesh." Tris verse enmphasizes the eartnly life of Jesus.

Verze U utrxt("*' "And declared to be ithe Sen of God with power
sccording to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead."

Boih the death, recurrection and exaltation of Christ are present in

-

The second passszge to be censidered in the Pauline ZEpist

=3

es is
I Corinthiens 15:3, 4: "For I delivered unto you Tirst of all thet which

I 21lso received, how that Christ died for ovr sins according to the
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Seriptures: end that he was buried, and that he rese asgain the third
day accerding te the Scriptures

The phrase Yaccording to the Scriptures” needs to be tzken ih
the light of Isalzh 53. Jesus shows his death in kae'28:37 &s fulfili-
ment of Scripture, "Yor the Scripture says, 'aad he was counted among
the ovtlavws,! and these words, I tell your, must find fulfillment in me:
jindeed all thuat is written of me is being fulfilled.! (W.E.B.) It is
indiceted here thal Paul is referring 10 fulfillment of the Old Testament
idea of the Messish in Christ.

Christ's death and resurrection are both vresent. His death is
"C

found in the phrase hrist died for our sins." His resurrection ig

seen in the cecount Just given of how "he was burisdt and that “he rese

he third oassege is I Corinthaing 1:28 “"For the preaching of
the cross i¢ to them that perish, foelishnesz; dbut unto us which ave

ssved, 3t is the vower of God." Hers the emphoeis ig vpon the death of

Christ The phrase "the word of the Cross! carries & votent mossags.

Le

Lr. Coggen remarked concorning this phrases
By i%t, 8% ¥sul means, not the word which he sesics te preach
ebout the Cross, but the word waich the Cross_itself ever
preaches, its cun seli-authenticating Gosvel.

C’ ’.‘

Galatlans 3:1 envphosizes the crucsitied Christ as being the cone
- -~

iR

tent of Paulls preaching It is recorded &3 follows: YO foolieh

-

v—n g s aren

Cctu an, op. cit., p. 68,
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have paraphrased this passage from Galatiens 3:1 in the following man-
ner: “There is no painter who with his colours cen so lively set out
Christ unto you as I have painted Him by my preaching."e0

Anether reference to the content of preaching in the Pauwline
Boistles is Rowmans L4:24, 25 "But for us slso, to vhom it shall be im-

puted, if we believe on him that reised up Jesus our Lord from the

dead: ¥Who was delivered for ocur offencas, ara was raised again for our
Justification.t
The demth and resurrection of Christ is emphesized with the

concent of death for sins &nd the idea of Jusvification. There 1o also
tre implication ¢f fulfillment of the Messiah in Christ with the use
of the verb “was delivered" (Isaiah 53:12).

The next rafercnce is Romans 8:34 Wno is he that condemneih?

pete

1% is Christ that died, yea »ather, that is risen zgain, who is even at
the rizht hand of Ged, who 2lse maketh intercession for us.' The con-

teat coniuing: (1) Christ Jesus is the one who died, (2) He was raised

Archibald Themas Robertson, Word Fictures in the New Testument
¢: Broadmwan Press, 1930), Vel IV, p. 291.

‘Cogzan, op-. cit., p. 70.
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from the dead, (%) He is exalted at the rizht hand of God. and (1) He
mekes iniercession for us.

The next passage is Romans 10:9 "That if thou shalt confess with
thy mouth the Leord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God
haih raised him from the dezd, thou shalt be saved.¥ The preceding
verse is Impertant: “But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even
in thy wmouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we
preach." The "word of faith" which was vreached by Paul and his asscci-

ates was & message of faith. Pavl gives two pillars of the gospel

{f

message! man oust believe that Jesus was raised from the dead aund confess

Him as Lord. The two pillars are ihe resurrection and the Lordshlp of

Another reference is found in I Thessalonians 1:9, 10, "For they
themsslves shew of us whab manner of entering in we hzd wato you, and
how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God; Aund
to wait for his Son frowm heaven, whom he raised from the dezd, even Jesus,
which delivered us from the wrath to ceme.® The content can be summa-
rized: (1) Pavl was alive with the hope of the second coming of Christ.
(2) Paul witnessed to the féct of the resurrection o Jesus from the
dead. (3) Paul alluded to the judszment day with the phrase "wrath to
co.rne."'?1

In close connection with the avwove teaching on the return of

Christ, it chould be noted that the expectation of His coming was central

“aovertson, vo. cit., p. 14
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in hoth of the Thessalonian Kpistles especielly I Tnessalonians 1:9-~10.
The expectation of the Lord's coming is closely related to belief in

the resvrrection and in fact is derived from it. This expectation is

/

‘not everyvhere so strikingly placed as it is in ithe Thessalonian letters.
A text which expressed the same truth is Colossions 1:27 in a different

form with the ohrase "Christ in you, the hope of glory" (cf. also Titus

3:7).5¢

v

One item remzins in which great emphasis 1s given 1o the Lord-

ehip of Christ. This can be zeen from & number of references in the
5

Panline ¥pistles but II.Cor. L4:5 peints to the vreaching in particuiar.

It states, "For what we preach is not curselves, but Jesus Christ as

Lord ..." (R. &. V.). Another reference emphasizing the Lordship of
.
Christ is Rumans 10:9, PIf you confess with your lips that Jesus ip Lord

arnd believe in your heart {hat God raised him from the dead; you will be
saved" (R. $. V.). %The semc construction is given in Philipoians 2:12,
‘nhi that every tengre shouvld confess that Jesus Christ is Lovrd, to the

glery of %od the Pather."

Svnmmary

A stn s Gt

%he evidence vresented on the examination of the content of

represenietive passages in the Pauline Fristles has indicated that;

i}

1
ny

7 e

"J. Kahmann, CSSR, The Bible on Preaching of the Word (De Pere,
: 5%. Norbert Abbey Press, 19057, p. &2.

Wisconsin

et (I Gor. 12:3, 1:2, 8:6, 16:22; Col. 2:6; Phil. 2:6-11).
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(1) Stress was placed woon the fulfillment of the 01d Testament
proclzmation of the Messiah in Jesus Christ.

(2) ¥enticn was made of the surthly life of Jesus as coming from

the Davidic line.
(3) The mos% Teverite content of these Pavline passazes was

concerningz the death, resurrection and exaltation ef Jesus., A descrip-

tive phraze was accasionslly added to glve meaning to His death such as

‘delivered for our offences" or "raised for our justification" (Rom. “:25).

(1) Reference was made t0 the intercession of Chrisi.
{5) The Lerdship of Christ wes proclaimed.
{6) The second coming of Christ was taught.

.

h e i Lem dp A s e o Juy g
{7} An allusion o the Judgront was glven.

Content of Praaching in General

Tre Gospel of Nork orencd with the fulfillment of proghecy, “As
it is written in Icalah the prophet, 'Behold, I send my umessenger before
thy face. who shall prepace thy way' (Mark 1:2, R. S. V.). Next in the
order of evertz in the Geepel of Yark came John vpreaching a uaptism of
repentence {(1i4) end the coming of Christ (1:7). Key phrases were "preach
the baptism of vepentance® and “cometh one mighter than I." After Jobhn
was errested, Jesus preached "the gospel of the kingdom of God" with the
admonition tn "repent" and "beliceve the gospel! (Mark 1:1l, 15).

The twel Jisciples were ge as reacl &t men showld repentt
The twelve discipl r nt out to prezch "that men showld repentt
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(Mark 63512). Au act of love is connectzd with ths next cccurrence of
preaching. Jesus replied, YWhereccever this gospel shall be preached
throughout the whole world, this alsc that she hath done shall be
spoken of for a memorial of her" (Mark 1U4:9). |
From chepter 1 to 8:%® of the Gospel of Mark the content was
conzerned with Jesug as one vho ceme to minister. The remainder of the

fl

Gospel of M

f\J
,._4
[

records Jesus' passion. The expended emrhasis given to
the passion of Christ corresponds to the prominent vlace afforded the
cross in the Acts of the Apcstles and the Paulinec Epistles. The Gospel
of Mark related enother ides common to the Acts of the Apostles and the
Pauline Foistles. It was the revurreutlop of Jesus. After His resur-
TeCtion appearance He gave instruvctions o pyeclainm the gospel in &1l
tne world to everyeone (Nark 16:15). Verse 20 of Yark 106 recorded, "ihey
went forth, 2nd preached every where.!

Few matericl in ths Cogmels of Matthew and Luke intrcduce the
Davidie lin2 of Jesus. The gencaleogies serve to testify to this fact
Another element is the azveal to the fulfillment of the 01d e gisment
idea of the Messiah, aspecially s¢ in the Goswel of Matthewtzu The
thres Gospels so far scem to yield the following preseatetion: (1) the
life, death, &rnd resurrection of Jas wes the fulfillment of the 01d

Testement hepe of the Messiah, and (&) He would be of the Davidic line.

Most certainly the Fourth Gospel reflects its harmony with the




othor three CGospels. It was established by Matithew, Mark, and Luke that
Jesus was the Messiah of the 01d Testement. In the Prologue of John's
Cogpel is found the same truth. The lLogos or ithe Word of God which was
the factor in creatica;, hed been expressed throughr the prouhuts Was
coning howe to His people whe did not receive Fim as the Messiah. After
this John records the haptisw of Christ by John the Baptist. He then

unfelded the teaching of Jesus along with miracles by Jesus.

Content of Jesug' Preaching

The preeching of Jesus had an ethical demand and an eschatologica

sanction.eﬁ The ethical demand was to repen?, and the eschatclogical
saaction was the feot of the Kingdem of God Yeing at bead (Mett, L:17).
Repentence is understood 1o be a compleie reorientation of the woral
digposition. Wae Flugdom of CGod is nore difficult, end it hag been the
ebject of wuch contreversy., There can be found elements of eschatological
dimension ard also elements of non-egschatological magnitunde.

An observation of the mesning of the werd “kingdea' in its original

milieu way prove helpful. The Arsmaic malkutha in Jewieh literature

e - 26 . .
always means "kingly ruleil. In the Targum of Onkelos hzodus 15:18,

WThe Tord shell reign for ever and ever! ic paraphrased thus, "His

N . (4 . )
malluth stands for ever snd ever.! 1 The phrase "to take the yoke of

n
v

Robert H. Mounce, The Issentizl Nature of New Testameatl Preacliing
(Grand Repids: Xerdrcsns, 1962), p. 30.

261454, p. 33.
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the Xinzdow ¢ God upen oneself" meant to accept the Torah as Ged's
revealed will and recite €ally the Shema (Deout. 6:%) plus acknowledge
God =28 Jeord and King ?5 In the New Testawrens, the nobleman of Luke 15:

11-27 went int» a far country to receive “"kingly power' (R. 8. V.).

Taylor in his Jesvs and His uacﬁlfzce‘ page 9, concludes that in the

T8

overvizlning majority of Jesus! sayings about the Kingdor numbering
more than fifiy of the sixty references, "the thouzht is thet of the
Reign ov Rule ef God."29

Eezides the linguistic evidence, the history of the concept iun
chren thousht roveals, aceording to Dodd, that Y'Hie kiozly rule will

Ve

e nenitested to the coufusion »f all ev:], ig the burden of all preph-~
A0, , s an , ST

eoy. P Vhen Chvist proclaimed inet the Kingdewm of God wan at hand 1S

echiced the ciiractic culmivation of the Jewicsh expeciaticn, and thoere-

fore hod an eschatologicsl idsa. Yebt, this expoctatlon neaded wmaedifics..

tion. The important thing, in zny event, is vhat Jesus weant, not what

his contenporaries vwndervstocd.

Swumeary

The evidence presented en the content of preaching in the Gospels

he fwlfillment

C‘('

(1) fhe 13fe, dezth, and resurrection of Jesus was




(2) The Messiah would be from the line of David.

(3) Resentance playecd & signifi

fute

cent part in the preaching of

Jesus and His discinles.

{..l.

M v ) s L] ) i}
(4) Jesus was sent to procizim spiritual deliverance.

V. PETER AND ‘i:’.,RI";’S .

Peterts opening chapter dealt with fulfillment of 0id Testanment
provhecies. A portion read: "This salvation was the theme which the
prophcts pendered sni explored ... foreteiling the sufferings in store
for Christ and the splendours ts follow ... And now it has beem cpenly
announced to you ithrough preachers vho brought you the Gospal in the
rower of the Hely Spirit sent from heaven! (1 Pster 1:10-12, W. H. B.).

Yor Pater the center of the Gospel is Jesus the Messliah, “"Foraz-
much 2z yo know that yo were not rodeemed with corruptillie things, as
silver and gold, frowm your vain conversatlon received by tradition from
your Fathers; Bui with the precicus bleod of Christ, as of a lauwd with-
out blamien and without spet" (I Peter 1:18, 19). Resurreation and

s taught in the thivd chapter, "Baptism, which
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corregponds to this, now zaves you, not as a removel of dirt from the
body but sz en eppeal to God for a clear conscience, throuvgh the resur-
rection of Jesus Chyist, who has gone into heaven and is at the right

hand of CGod, with angels, authorities, and povers subject to hinm" (I Peter

The laet jvdegment is taught in the feurth chapter, "Who shall
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zive account to him that ie ready to judge the quick and the dead. ¥For

G

the time ig come that judgment must begin at the house of CGed: and if
it first begin at us, what shali the end be of them that ohgy not the
gospel of Godt" (I Peter 4:5,17)

In Eebrews the note of fulfilliment of provhecy rings out in the

first verse. 5od has speken in the past in wmany ways but now in his

Son. The avihor is gathering up a basket of fulfilled prophecies in
nis opening remarks. Warning is given in 2:3 over neglect of salvation.
As far &s preaching was concerned the Gospel was preached unte them
(4:2). A vromice of entering into God's rest was vroclaimed (Y:6).

Son of Man is mentiomed in 2:6. Obedience to the Father was character-
jetic of Christ ond was the determining factor (%:8, 10:7). His death
on the crecs was to deal with sin (12:2, 13%:12). The resurrection of

Jesus from the dead and Hig exaltzation is given in 13:20, 1:3,13, &:1,

The evidence preseantcd on the content of nreaching in Hebhreus

and Peter han indicated that:

4 Pestanent proochecics found their fulfillment in the
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The last jadzment is taught.
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A vromise of entering into Cod's rest is proclaimed.



CHAFTER IIX

THZ CHARACTER OF Nad TISTAMNINT PRAACHING

I. IKTRODUCTICH

Looking &t the apostolic preaching fron the standpoint of
activity rather than content, whai ere the meve prominent chwrooier-

AT T o M3
dnilew Lill

istics? There are certain recognis s¥ymbols on every

which gre & grarantese to the holder that what hs has is

Like menner theve are csrlain characteristice by wvhich the New Pegtn-

n

ment pracching mey be distinguished from that which is false, It i
the burden of this chapfber to find cubl vhatl {(hose prominent charantst

istice are. Tf these chovacteristics can be ascertaines, will tnoy

o b . 1 . -~ - L. . T .. Ay R T
nat sarve vy oritorie for all vreaching ia cvery sge which seoks to zo
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IT. THE L0085 (7 THE APOSTLES

In preccning to Jewich audiences a polenic quality was

ot

ccurs ten times in the Acts of the Avostlesn,

P4y of Saint Paul., It means to dlscuse o7 Lo cone
2

»
I3

c¢unt & discussicrn which would likely end in disputations or controveruies.

3

’.n

3ix ¢

91594

moly "to spoak" or "preach! (Acts 1Z:4).
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the ten cacurrences have reference to Paul's work for Christ in the
cewish synagogues.

Cf varticular instence is Acts 17:2-3 because of the time ine

Paul, as his manner wesz, went in unto them, and three

,..n

velved: Yand
gzbbath dnys reasoned with them out of the Scriptures, Opening and
alleging, tuat Christ must needs have suffered, end rissa again from
the desd; aund that thie Jesus, whom I »preach unto you. is Chrigt."
Peul recsoned with them for three sabbath days. The word is alsc used
{fcts 20:7,9) of Paulis preaching et Troas, and agzin of his defense
before Telix (hete 2Li2R).

Peul confounded the Jews proving that Jesus was the Chrigt in

the pinth thapter ard verse twenty-two. 1In Corinth ard

28 znd 193 tke story is the sume. Toward the end of nis carsaey Fanld
vas £9111 trying to cenvince the Jews {(Acts 28:23). Whzx Jewish ou-
resition wes Involved, prseching becane poleuiln, i”f?, preaching Yook

.

on the flavsr o act Jusl annouucement of some histericel cvent dut

erguling, testifyling, pleading, and proving vecame warits of carly

2

precching.

ny

- was dialoglstic. Notv onlv did dizleg~

e e et

rut it algo meant Yio conveorse with,

: b) ‘ P,
or discuse." Dy, Bruce Melzger in his Lexical Aids for Students of

e L. Y S U

¥ew Tentament Greek hee rendered the English word #dislectic" as comling

A—— e 47 P M Pt BT P ot

2. . .
Rovevrd H, vancc, lP“ ot Toetqmgn‘ Preach-
ne {Grand Reoids: Berduaane, 19

7
hyndt and Gingrich, loc. cit.
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from dinjeg A dictionary definition of dislectice includss the

idez ¢f a questicn and answer perlod. so &8 to determline the velidity
of ideas presented.
Although cur English word "dizlect! comes from the Greek noun

digiektos, Dr. G. Abbett-Smith in hig Manuval Greex Lexicon ¢f the Xew

L Y

PSR ISEN ——

Testement hes indicated the dialektos was derived frem or related (o

S e . A, N B

dial e?omuu.B The meeninzg, then, of dizlegomal is enlarged to include

an excaznges of ideas as in a diainogue as well as being volaemic in
nedure wien onc person does the talking.

Un the cccasion of EButychus falling asleep during the Apostle
Pzul'ls preaching as recorded in Acts 20:7-12, there i¢ no indicatien

t was nere disovericon or leciur-
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thav volenirs wes

ing, DIr. William Barclay in his commentary on Tas Ackz of the Apos

o s ety dit Gt o o

< 1, P S, . . ES AP - (43 A
vrote of this cocesion gy follews, "We must nnt take 1t thal Peul spoke,

A‘.'l}

2 1Y were, even on. There would be tzlk and discuesion bubl Tusychus

Prults preaching in Acts 20:7-12 wes not related (¢ the evangel-

o
o

=
[}
>
]
o
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ism of the Jows, dub he was telking to believers. The Hew Tes

prezching, then, ¢ometimes took on the charecter of discussion cr

Matzgesr, Lexical Aids for Students of Wew Testzuent

LESL .

1+ Bruce M. Metzger, 1955H), p. N,

12 -
G, Kbboti-Smith, A Venual Gresk Lexicen of the Mew Testament
(Zdivbureh: . & 0. Clark, 1G54), D. 10G.

6“*7?4*t RBarclay, The Acts of hv hoostles {Philadelphia: The
Veetminster Pross, 1975), n. 1637
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(3) A third cheracteristic of Yew Testsnent preacaing wvas
avestolie, uvsed by the zuther te mezn a sense 6f divine commission.
The classical Greek use of the woré apostle was ef a navel expedition
or a ship rezdy for departure. In the New Testament the term is used
of one sent with a ammission;7 A divine commission was evident with

-~

Peter's preaching when he stated that the risen Lord had commanded then

to preach to the people (Lcts 10:42). This commissioning is noticeatle

180 in Peul. God had chousen him for a special purposa (Acts 9:15).

v

This cemmissicen could be suppleraried with guidance by the Spirit (Acts

11:12) and encourage& through subsequent visions (Acts 18:9-10).

That Paul was frue t0 hies commission is evident from his work at
Brhesus where he served the Lord Ywith all humility and with teers and
wlth triale® (Acts 20:1C, R. S. V.). What characterized Paul was also
trve of the early Cimrch., They snswered the threat of impriscument Dy
Unreaching the wof&" (Acts 8:4). Both the Apostles and the Wew Testoment
Chﬁrch were censcious of a diviue commlssion.

(4) The éarly vreaching was characterized by belédness. The noun,
parrhesiz, 1g used boith as "free uttersnce! znd as “coursge, confidence,
9

Yoldness, ond feevlessness."”

The early preachers in thz Acts of the Apostles prayed for bold-

ness; "Ard now lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy

(SRS

Thrpdt end Gingrich, op. cit., p. 99.

&
Mounce, ioc. cit.

Jarndt and Gingrich, op. cit., pp. 635-536.
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servants, that with 2ll boldness they may speak thy word" (Acts L4:29).
They preyed for this boldness and there is evidence that they were
richly endowsd with it (Lcts 4:31,"And when they hed prayed, the place
waze shakern where they were assembled'together; end theynwere all filled
vith ¢he Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldnecss.'),
The Apostie Peler earlier on the Day of Pentecost had experienced this
boldness when he said, "Let me spesk frecly unto you" {Acts 2:29). It
was said ¢f Pzul az he cpent his last deye in Rome tiiat he preached and
tayght the things which concerned Christ with confidence (Acts 28:31).
It could be translated "with boldness" since it is the seme Grock word.

The wverb form, parrbesiaremal, 1s used to describe the preach:ing

in the Acts of the foostles. In Acts 9:27 it is stated of Prul ihat

he hul presched boldly et Demascus" or in 9:29 where "he spake beldly

in the name of the Lerd." Other references include 13546 whers "“pPaul

and Barvabes waxed bold*, 1l:3 where they were "speaking boldly", 18:26
where Spollos "bezan te speak boldly", and 19:8 where Paul agein "svake
veldaly". It wus sold in avother place of the apostles cencerning voldness
{hat they had 0 much it caused some to mervel. The reference is 4
iYow when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that
tliey were unlearned znd ignorant men, they marvelled; and they %ook
knowiedge of them, that they had been wilh Jesus." Boldness was &
charzactericstic mork of the prezchers whosc records we have in the Acts
of the Apcsties.

{5) %he Hew Testement preaching waas elevated., This elenent of

elevation is secn in the Greeck word, enophtheggomal, which means to
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Torth or declare boldly and to declarc with enthusiasm. Dr. AL T,
Robvertson wrode of this wverd as "used of eager, elevated, iapassioned

11 .
utterance.” He continued by stating thet Lucian used it of a vessel

vhen 1t strikes a reef., Dr. K. A. ¥. Meyer commented on a apophih

as %o purposely chosen word For loud uiterance in the elevated stnte of
1e .

References using this word are three in nwsber. The underscoring
was not in the originsl.
Acts 23k And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, sud began

to spesk with 0th°‘ tongues. as the Spirit gave thew utterance

Acts 2,14 "But Peter standinz us with the eleven, 1ifted up his

£

Ju antn thew, Ye men of

2 e .
VG10e, nivd

Judea, and all ye that dwell at

Jerusalon, be this known unto you, and hearken to my worde M

£ ey . . -
Acte 20:2% ¥But he T an not zad, most nedle Festuvs; but

,af IH}L“ the words of truth and soberness.h

Not culy were the Apostles elevated, dbubt here they bvecame wrophets
in the Old Testenent sense. The word was used “of vbe erucle~giver,

w13

diviner, prophet, exorcist, end other Vinspired! persons.

v. 101.

h
1 “Architald Thormas Robertson, Word Picturer in the MNow TP‘¢4“fhh

.

Press, 1930), Vel. 11i, ©

Heinrich Avgust Wilhelm Acy ¥, Criticsl and Zxegstical Handbook
to the acts of the Apostles (New Yook: Funk & Wagnslle, 1889), m. AL,
1

“&ryndt and Gingrich, Joc. cit.



(6) The preaching was vowerful. On one oczesion when Jasus
suddenly cpuveared to His disciples after His vesurrecticn from the
dead, He gave them a promise. He told them of the coming ovromise of
' God, but they were to stay in the city of Jeruszlem until they were
1

Wendued with power frem cn high.t Wes this vromise fulfilled? Pive

references in the Book of lhe Acts of the Avostles will be giwven to

then ...V
Lcte 6315 "And the saying oleased the whole multitvde: and they

chose Stevdhen, a man full of faiih and of the Holy Ghost ..."

But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, locked up

stedfasyly into hesaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing

o N

- ) § gn - . L P 3
Lets 11:24 YFor he was e good man sud full of the Holy Ghest an

L

Acts 13:9 "Phen Saul, (who &lso is ca2lled Paul,) filied with the

Hely Ghost, set his eyes on him.®

[0

It cen be seen from the refersnces that four persons are mentiovned
as being full of the Holy Gunost. Peter was "filled with the Holy Ghost!
(L:8). Siephen was "full of the Houly Chost® (6:5, 7:55). Barnabas wos

"full of the Holy Ghost" (11:22, 2L). Thz fourth person, Paul, was also

"filied with the Heoly Ghost" (13:5).

Luke 2449, See alsc Acts 1:8.



46

These men were fuvll of the Holy Spirit, aand the implicatien is
that {hey were full of power in fulfillmwent of the promice of Jesus.

GYre megr=tor's Gz eek Testament has a comment concerning Stephen in

chapier seven &énd verse fifty~five as follows:

Ir: the pewer of the Holy Chest, with which Stevhen is reodresented
es being full, as in life so in death, he saw (translation of

Greek, "the glory ¢f God%), in which He had apvearcd to Abvahar,

I

The idea prosented is thst Stephen's power was the power of the Hely

The reference to Pazul showed the vower he had vhen faced with an

emergency situeticn such as in Actls 13:Q where he confronts Elymas the

-

sorcersr. Robertson wrete of this

jvx of power 1o meet this emcrgency. Here wae
tyoical b in Romar life, whs

= then, J
. :iad help of (
3 b

" 3 e "
Barjesus.

Jesus had indeed fulfilled His promise and these vreachers were "ondusd

-

with oower from on high' which was the power resulting from bdbeing filled

with the Holy Spirit.
(7) The New Testament preaching was kortatory. This charactere

istic of the carly oreaching is taken from the Greek word parakalea.

e

This word hes the mecning of %to call to, t¢ teseech, to exhori! and "to

PN

1 - e - ,
comfort! in common Greek usag [ In the New Testeament it nad the mean=-

1 v ) kg 1]
Swe Roterison Nicoll, ed., The Expesiter's Greak Testanent (CGrand
Repids: Wm. ¥. Zerdmans Publishing Comvuny, 1867y, v. 201,

Rovertson, op. cit., ». 181

1' - : - -
“lGefhard Triedrich, ed., Theological Dictionary of the MNew Teglo~
ment (Grond Ropidst Wa. B. 3 1G67Y, Voi. %,

p. 13-



b
ing of to c=zil to one's side, exhort, entrecat, comfert, encourage or

to console‘l8 It is used twenty-one times in the Acts of the Apostles.

I4 is distinguished frem one asking for help, and it is used for the
3 . + + 3 2 . . 3 1-__19
wooing preoclamation of salvation in the Avostolic preaching.

The first reference is Acts 2:40 where Luke describes the vreach-

r es "with many other words did ke testify and exhort." (The

pars
(6

ing of Pet

underscoring in these references isc not in the originazl.)} Barnabas is

o

characterized in Acts 11:23% as "exhorted them 2l1l1." He seesmed to have

ked a speclal giff fer werk like this, being called fThe son of couscla-
tion" (Acts 4:36). Paul was involved in exhortation. Speaking to recent
converte, Paul is characterized as "Confirming the sowls of the discivles

te continue in the faith" (Acts 14:22). Also it is

exhorted the Macedonian brethren. In the twentieth

o
o
ty
jte]
<
[
o2

recerded that
chavnter there is much exnmortation. JLuke épecifically states in Acts 20:2
cencerning Paul that Ywhen he had gene over.thOSe varts &nd had given
their much exhortation, he came into Greece." There =re vlzces where

parakaleo does not sppear in the text dbut exhortation tskes place. Paul

<

ras definitely exherting the elders at lelitus when he sent to ZXphesus

znd called them down to heer him at the clese of his third missionary

tour (Acts 20:17-3%). A. T. Robertscn commenting on verse 31 stated:

"Tavl has concluded his defence of himeelf and his warning. Now he
n20

exhorts on the basis of it (die) because of which thing.

18, 0dt and Gingrich, cv. cit., po. 622-623.

lgFriedrich, oo, cit., ». 7%5.

20, | —_—
Robertson, op. cit., ©v. 354,
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Two other men are mentioned in Acts 15:3%32 &s being involved in exhorta-

tion: %“And Judas and Silas, beinz proohets also themselves, exhcried

o S

the brethran with many werds, and confirmed them.
The other sixteen references to parsizaleo d¢ not pariticularly

sertain Lo hortatory preaching. 3Bul enovgh evidence has been presented
- by & 2

3

to show thai Peter, Barnabas, Judas and Siles, and Pavl were involved
in & hortatory wministry.

{8) Another characteristic of New Testament preaching was testi~
-monizl. The Greek word Egﬁturea means to bear witness or testify con-

o s

. e X .
cerning someone or something. 1 It was written of Peter on the Day cf

Pentecost that “with many other words did he testify" (Acts 2:10).

22
- . [
Dicuarturnuo is vsed hera to mean & solemn attestaztion or witnesgs,

Perhrys mere than Just a witnesss is involved here but it is z protest
cszinst falss views ¢f those Peter was addressing. The same word is

used by Paul te cheracterize his owr ministry in his =2ddress to the

A <

*

Ephesien elders at Mileius where it is recorded that he was "Testifying

T A Y

bath to the Jews, and also to the Grecks" (Acts 20:21).
After decl;ring his Roman citizenship and giving bis defence in
chapters 22 and 23, Faul was caught in the great dissension that follewed.
He was rescued by the soldiers and spent the night in the castle for his
owns protection.  Paul neesded comfort, and the Lord adpeared to nim that
"Be of good cheer ... feor as thou hast testified of me in

izht ssying,

Jerusalem, so nust thou tesr witness also a2t Rome" (Acts 23:11). Here

3] . \
““Arndt and Gingrich, op. cit., po. U93-4gl,

22hobertson, oo. eit., p. 36.



k9

is spproval of Paul's witness in Jerusazlem and his method of testifying.

ol

Jesust "and ye shall be witnesses" (Acts 1:3). Testimonial was character-

istic ¢f New Testament preaching.

The evidence vresented ¢n the nature of zpostolic vreaching in
the Acts of the Avostles has indicated that:

{1} In preaching %o Jewish svdiences a volemic quality wes
eeplayed, Jesueg as the Christ was emphasized.

(2) In oreachivg to believers a dialagistic method was sometines
used when not related to the evangelism of the Jews,

(%) Hew Testement preaching in trhe Acts of the Apostles wvas
apostolic, 1t hed a sence of divine commission. Man did net enter into
this winietry of his own sending. Only those who were commissioned by
God were the lew Testanent heralds.

(4) The sarly preaching was characterized by doldness. Oub of
an inner compulsion came the New Testament witness in the face of
oprosition snd kardship. The New Testament preacher had a strong con-
fidence in the things concerning Christ which nothing daunted.

A(“) The New Testument preaching was elevated. This elevation

hearkened beck to the orephets in the 014 Testament.
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{6) The prezening in the Aets of the Apost

is, i% wag Spirit-fillsd preaching vhich made it

fulfillment of His promise h=zd endued them "with pover from on

50

Christ in

high.!

Po be filled with the Loly Spirit was to be {illed with vover.
(7) The New Testement preaching was hortatory. It encouraged

the believars to continue in the faith and

trirls of affliction.

(8) Testimonial was charzcieristic of Kew Tostament pre

The early preachere gave thelr witness of Christ and protested against
false views of themselves end Christ.
I17. THE PAULINE EPISTLES

{1) oOne of the preminent characteristics of HWew Testement
prezching found in the Pouline Tpistles wes recdiaggs 1o »reach the
gospel. Romeng 1:1% staies "S50, as much &s in me is, I am ready ito
preach the gosvel to you that are et Rome also." The Greek word,

means‘"ready, willing, ezger of the spirit Here it is
used in the sonze of "my eagernesst, meaning the eegerness of the Apostl
23

Yot only was Paul

Pan:l

to preacn th e gosvel

It is taken in.the sensz not of gainins glory for himself or
felr the Homans would ma%e beiter Christisns, bul it was tecan

cit., v. 713.

— i

grich, oD.

songht to comfnrt them in

aching.

ready, but he was eager.
because he

se of his

Thet

IS
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(2) A second cheracteristic of New Testament preaching found in
the Pauline Foistles was apostolic. It is stated in Remans 10:15 "And

how shail they vorezch, except they be sent? as it is written, How beauti-

iy

ful are the fzet of ther that oreach the gcspel of veace, and bring glad

tidirzgs of good things!" Pavl states here in a question form that it is

5

1ecesssry %C have 2 commission in order to preach.

1

For Pzul his authority to preach resided in his apostleshin. He

st and had been transformed %y Him (I Cor. 9:1). Throusgh

bie

Had seen Chy
the testimony of such a man oreaching could be conducted with mwower

.which was the power of the Holy Spirit (I Thess. 1:5). To¢ the Corinthians
Le deélared thet the words of his preachinz are "not in the words which
nants wisdom teacheth, tul which the Holy Ghost tescheth ..." (I Cor. 2:
133, Panlis zuthority éid not reside within his own skills az an orator,

tut in the passing on of vhat he himsclf had received (I Cor. 15:3).
‘aul's avtncvity came as an apostle, "one who is seni".

Like the vrophets before him, Paul had received an vrgent call

to preach. He says he has been "entrusted with a commission" (1 Cor,

1)

©:17, R. §. V.). UHe cried out in ths previous verse, "Necessity 1
l2id voon me. %Yoe to me if I do not oreach the gospel" (I Cor. 9:16,
R. 5. V.). Me-could declare to the Galatians "I must meke i% clear %o

yov, my friends, that the gospel you heard me vpreach is nd human in-

venticn. I 4id not tske it over from any man; no man taught it me; I

~Y
o S . . - -
Victor Paul Farnish, "Frophets, Avostles, and Preachers,"
: £
Intergretetion, Vol. 17, No. 1 (Jenvary, 1903). »p. 5&-55.
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received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ! (&=21. 1:11-12, N. ®. B.).
{(3) A third cheracteristic of preaching in the Panline Epistles
vas & ploneer spirit. Paul states in Homans 15:1G, 20 "... from Jeru~
salem and as far round as Illyricun.l have fully preachéd the gospel of
Christ, tbus making it my ambition té preach the gosvel, not where Christ
has elrecady Beer named, lest I build on another man's foundation" (R. S. V.).
Paul varticularly sought to vreach in new regions. He was called to be
an zpostle, not a pastor.
(1) Another characteristic of New Testament preaching fouvaud in
the Fanline ¥oistles was reliance upon the power of God. The meszage
" demanded Taith, and thus it was necessary that it »e deveid of worldly
wisgdom, o dress up the messcge vas to rob it of its power. Peul staied,
¥ror Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with
wisdon of wordce, lest the cross of Christ shouvld be made of none elvectl
(1 Cor. 2:17). Again he wrote, "And my speech e&nd my preaching wes not
vwith soticlirg words of men's wisdem, but in demonstration of the Sypirilt
and of power® (I Cor. 2:4). The purpose he 2lso stated: "That your faith
should not stznd in the wiéd-m of men, but in the power of God" (I Cor. 2:5).
The trnought running through Paults mind seemed toc be that where
the cross is preached humen wisdom can no longer stand, and he is anxious
to shew thst he did not use any 11licit mesns in preaching the goswel
to the Corinthiens., Hic words, however, had beea accempanied with
Ydemonstration of the Spirit and of power." This was not Paul's per-
sonal puwer tut the power of the Holy Spirit. Thus the truth of Paul's

preaching was wiinessed to oy Ged. He could make the claim “For our



53

gospel came not wnto yeu in word eonly, dut =lso in power, and in the
Holy Chost; and in much esgurance; as ye know what manner of men wve
wvere among you for your sake' (I Thess. 1:5H).

Dr. Robertson made the foliowing comment cencerning Paul's

Preaching was Paul's forte, but it was not as a pretentious
philesovher or vrofessional rhetorician that Fzul apveared
before the Corinthisns (I Cor. 2:1-5). Seme who followed
Apollog nay haove been guilty of & fency for externsl show,
though Apollos was not a mere performer and jusggier with
words, DBul the Alexandrian method =s in Philo did run t?r
dislectlec gubtleties and luxuriant rheteric (Lightfoot).')

(5) lMention is made of a characteristic of Paul's prezchiug as

“being self~control, In I Cor. 9:27 Psul states "I druise my own bedy
and malke i1 know its master, for fesr that alter ovreaching to others
I should 7ind mysell rejected® (W. Z. B,). The word "biulse' mcsns

te deliver & olow to that part of the {ace wnich is wader the eyves.

body ir linz. Just as athletes kecep their ovody under control sc Faul
- . 3 " 1) 27
Goes in ovder tc 1live as a truve Christian.

This discipline was not arbitr ary and self-inflicled, dut it

he Wirst Xopistle o the Coriathisns
& Comvany, 15537, D. 215.

2op, v, Grosheide, Commentary
{Grand Rapide: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publis

on
hin

eT1vid., v. 216.

PRUE—



~of this verse thal Ythe three particivie

5

(6) Another characteristic of New Testument preaching found in

the Peuline ZIpistles was hortatory. This characteristic ig teken from

nargnaia which has been defined in the previous scction. Zvery reference

to 33£§E§z§§ in the Pauline Zpistles will not be dealt with, but only
those characieristic of Hew Testement preaching.

Although 3t is not explicitly stated that Paul preached in a
besceching manner, ke certainly wrote in cne to the Corinthians: "iHow

P

then vie are ambassadors for

(@]

hrist, as though God did be eech you by us:
wve pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God" (II Corinthians

R:20). He continuved in chepter 6 "we thecn, es workers together with him,

beseech you alse ..." (II Corinthians 6:1).

-

e

Mores swecific is the charscleristic of Povlis ministry in I Theo-

salontans 2111, "Ag yo lmow how we exhorted and comforted and charged

wr s v R N A Dot LA % I R NrnAe e
every one of you, &s a Tather doth bis childrsn. A, 7. Rebdorison wrote

¢ )
(48}
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ter's preaching {exhoriing, sncouraging or consoling, wiinessing cr

Pzul in writing to Timothy is careful %o include exhoriaztion in
his Jngtrections to him., It is naturzl to assume that this was a charac-
teristic of Pzul which he wished toc pass zlong to Timothy. His lnstructions

ware 10 "Preach the word; be iastsnt in sesson, out of season; reprove,

rebuke, ffgggt 1ith 2ll longsuffering and dectirine" (IJ Timothy 4:2).

hiteld Thermas Rotertsen, Word Pictures in the New Testament

ESQ
(¥ashville: Breadman Press, 1930), Vol. 3V, D. &0. o




Surmary
Tre evidence presented on the nature of New Testament preaching
in the Puuline Epistles has indicated that:

{2) & second characteristic of New Tesiament preaching was apostolic.

(3) A third characteristic of preaching in the Pauline Epistles
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was o nionger spirit thet manifested itself

(4) Another characteristic of New Testament preaching in the
Fguline Zpistles was reliance upon the power of Goé. Paul used the
power of God so nis converts! Taith "chould not stend in the wisdom of
men, oot in the vower of God" (I Cor. 2:5).

(5) A fifih characteristic meutionsd in the Peuline Lsistles
concerning preesching was self-control. Just as an athlete keeps his

btody ander control so Paul does in ovder %o live as a trve Christian-

(6) The preaching in the Pauline Ipistles was hortatory.
IV. THi CGOSPIIE AND PETER

(1) one prominent charscteristic of preaching found in the Gospels
wvas the isgusnce of oower to the twelve disciples before sending them
cut to preach, Matthew recorded, "And when he had called unto him his

twelve disciples, he gave them power against unclesn spirits, to cast

them cut, ard to heal 211 manner of sickness and 2)ll menner of disease.

o8

And a5 ye g0, preach, saying the kingdem of heaven is at hand" (Matthew



10:i, 7). ™Mhe Cosvel of Mark recorded the choosing of the iwelve “to
be with nim, and that he might send them forth to preach, and to have
vover Lo hesl sicknesses, znd to cast out devils® (Mark 3:14, 15). :The
Gospel of Luke alsc recorded the sending out of the twelve, "... gave

them power and authority over )1 devils, and tc cure diseases. And he

sent them to preach the kingdom of God, &nd to heal the sick" {Tuke 9:

1, 2).
(2) Jesus was conscicus of beinz znointed %o nrezch the gospel.
In the Nazareth synagogue, He rezd from the proohet Isaiah, "Tne Spirit

of the Lorcd i= upen me, because he heth anointed me 1o preach the gosvel
“to the pror; he hath sent me te hesl the brokenhearied, to preach deliv-
erance Lo the captives ..." and "To vreach the acceptadble year of the
Lord" {Iuke 4;28, 15). 7his conscioucness of mission kept Jesue moving
for He said, "I must vreach the kingdom of God $o other cities zlgo;

for therefore am I sent (Luke %;U3).

(3) A third characteristic of prezching found in the Gospels

wes herzldic. The Greck word E§£BEE§ means to proclaim or 1o be a herald
es defined in cheapter II, It occurs eight times in the Acts of the Apos-
tles as h e been listed in the previous cheoter, rine times in the Gospel
T Matthew arnd Luke each, ninctecn times in the Pauline Zpisiles, and
cne time in the First Bpnistle of Peter. But the most frecuent occur
rence of ke ussd in any one benk of ths Biwle is in the Gospel of Mark
vars fourteen times.
The freguent cccurrence in the Gospel of Mark of kEruss8 could be

accounted for on the bssis of Markls desire o get cuickly to the action
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and also upon the intended Reman auvdicnce.€9 The herald was not peculiar
to Christianity as seen in the account of the martydom of Polycarp when

s herald into the erena tc annouviice three times that

e

the vroconsuwl seat h
Polycarp was & Christian. However, enough evidence is found in the Gos~
pel of Mark aloas to charucterize Jasus' vreaching in the Goepels as

herecliic.

(S

(4 A fourth charzcteristic found in the Gosvels was horiatory.

The clearest reference te hortatory preaching concerns John the Bavtistls

el

ministry., Luke gives in his Gospel a swamary of John's ministry. He

vrote "And mapy other things in his exhortation precched he unto the

nment preaching found in the
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Eniuties ¢of Peter wis that the good news was vrocleimed in the power of
the Holy Snirii., Peter could not forget Fentecost becavsze he wrobe in

D)

hig ¥First Tolstle that certain matters have been made plain

Q
=3
frda
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"
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ers "ty them that have preached the gospel vihto you with the Holy Ghost
sent down from heaven" (I Peter 1:12).
(€) Peter'!s preaching was hortatory. He wrcte "By Silvanus, a

faithial brother unto ysu, as I suppose, I have written briefly, exhort-

o

ing, and tegtifying that this is the true grace of God wherein ye stand"
(I Peter 5:12). His purpose in writing to these Christians is to exhort

them to live for Christ in the midst of versecution. It would not be

o
, 9Merri11 C. Tenney, Xew Testazment Survey (CGrand Rapids: Ww. B.
Perdmans Publishing Co., 1801), v. 157.
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unressenadle to assume that Peter tzlked the way he wrote, especielly in

the light of Luke using the very same word for exhortation in descridbing
Petor's preaching "With many other words did he testify and exho rt" (Acts
IS '}lg>

‘i. -

(7} Ancother chazracteristic c early vreachirg found in the Epis-

Hig

tles of Petsr was testimonial. The Greck word epimartd”ﬁn means

3 e

. “he prefix eni strengthens an LJCmcnt in martureo.

s e R et

is only feund in the following reference: "By Silvanus, a faitbhful brother
uwnto you, as I supvose, I have written briefly, exhorting, and tes txf\xpé
that this ic the true grece of God wherein ye stand® (1 Peter 5:12)}

Feter charecterizes his writing as "exhorting and testifying!
whiciu &re

te same two words used by Tuke to describhe hig preacanling in

Acts @:LD,

The evidencs presented on the nature of New Testament preaching
in the Gospels and Peter has indicated thal:

(1) One preminent characteristic of preazching found in the Gos~
vels was the issuance of power te the twelve diacinles before sending
them out to preach,

{2) Jesua wes conscious of being ancinted to oreach the gospel.

{3) Jesus' preaching in the Gospels wes heraldic.,

Gerherd ¥riedrvich, ed., Theologic .1 Dio ionary of the New Testa-
- — Py
ment (CGrand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdwans Publishing Co r; oy, 1957), Vol. &,

o. Ko,

Ja



(4) John the Raptisi's vreaching was hortatory.

{5) A chavacteristic of New Testament preaching found in the
First Ipistle of Peter was that the good news was proclaimed in the
power of the Holy Snirit.

(6) Peter's preaching was hortatory.

(7) Peter's prezching was testimenizal.



CELPTER IV
SULHARY AND CONCLUSICHS
I.  SUMMARY

In Chepter II, prezching was viewed from the stendpoint of
centent, using the New Testement as sourcs mebterizl., The evidenae
iunficated that:

(1) fThe object of the verbs generally translated "preceh! in
“bhe New Teslemsnt reveazled the content to be "the word" with the descrip-
tion VYof the Lord" or "of Ged" used to describe what kind of woerd wae
rreschad, 2nd that

{2) Yhe name WJesus" wos &lwo used, scmebtimes lengthened o

Hresus Christy ey Yihe Sen of Cod¥, and that

(3) X¥vuch of the content was an extension of the Tirst 4vo
fiﬁdinas, and that

(W) =y té- word "gzospelt with the descriptien "of God! ar "of
pezce" was used to describe vhat kind of gospel was preachkad, and that

(5) Ry the name "Chidst", with the phrase 'erueified" and "as
Lord" to {1ell'in vhat naaner Christ was prcached,

The content of Wew Testsment preaching contained fulfillwment

~
o
~r

W}

of 01d Testzment prophecies proving that Jesus was the proniscd Messiah.

n

{7) The Vew "estzment preaching euphasized the earthly life of

Jesus as coning from the line of Daviad,
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(8) .The New Testament prezcning contained the proclametion of
the death, resurrection, and exaltation of Jesus along with a descrip~
tive message "delivered for our offences" or "raised for our justi-
fication".

(9) 1Included in the New Testement nresching was a coming judg-

(10) Renentance wzs an essentizl irgredient of the Hew Testauent

preaching

(11) Yew Testement preaching proclazizmed spiritual deliverance and

entering inte God's rest.

(1¢) A part of the conitent of New Testament preaching was the

intercesszsion of Chrict.

few Tcetament preaching preclaimed tne Lordshio of Chricst.

-~
[
\~N
~
L-:'
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2

e second coming of Christ was part of the content of the

—
[o)
£
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In Chapter 117, the New Testament prezching was examined from
the standpoint of character rather than content. The evidence prssonted

in this chapler indicated that:

1 In nreaching to Jewish audiences a volemic quality was
T & e qQ

(2) 1In preaching to believers a dialogistic method was scmeiimes
used when not relsted to the evangelism of the Jews.
(%) 9he Mew Testament preaching was apostolic

{4y The early preaching was charactesrized by boldness.



(5) The New Testameﬁt preeching was elevated.

(6) The YNew Testament preaching was powerful.

(7) The New Testament prezching was hortatory.

{8) The New Testament preeching was testimonial.

(9)‘ the New Testament preeching was characterized by a readiness
te preach the gospel.

(10) & tenth characteristic of lew Testament prezching was self-
control.

(1i) Tne New Testament preaching was heraldic.

I11. CONCLUSIONS

The object of the verbs Y"to presch" and the subject matter of the
germonsg in the New Testament all centsr in the Word of God which is
Jesus Christ. It ic tune cuther'c conclusion then, that the content of
the Biblical theclogy of preaching is Jesus Christ.

The Biblical threclogy of vreazching is to bte identified by these
characteristics: it was empowered with the Holy Spirit, endcwed with a

sense of divine cummission, beld, elevated, hortatery, testinoniazl,

herzldic, dialogistic, merked by a readiness to vrezch, and self-

O

controlle
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