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IRTRODUCTION

. PROELEM

The purpose of the followinp study was to determine (1) the ex-
tent of I'ible knowledge found smong high school ~tudents in the senior
high Sunday School classes of the Tvangelical United Frethren churches
in the Facific Northwest conference, and (2) to examine the correlation

of such Bible knowledge to certain aspects of the Christian life.
I¥, JUSTIFICATION FOR THE STUDY

4% least two personal factors provided the impetus for the fol-

lowing study. The first was an article in Fresbyterian Life, entitled,

¥

. . s enl - .
"Fow Well Do You Know the Tiklet®  The article recorded the experience
of & Frestyterian pastor who gave his congregeticn a Iible test consist-
ing of thirtye-three questions. His personal ceonclusion was as follows:

Study of Scripture is absclutely basric because the uninformed
faith is not worth kaving. It is basic because without it
there is an ineufficient motive for sharing and serving...

1t is therefore disquieting, if not alarming, to find = typ-
ical Fresbyterian concregation h&ving g0 much trouble with a
few bmsic guestiorns about the Lible.

ltocke E. Bowman, Jr., "How Well Uo You Enow the Fible,"
Fresbyterian Life, Ceptember 15, 1864, pp. 20-21.

21bid., p. 20.



The second personal incident came in connection with the
suthor's first pastorste. A short Fible tast of ten cuestions wsas
riven to the high school Sunday &chool class. As the Freshyterian

. s s - . 1
paster stated, the results were "disguieting, if not alarming."

m

Out of these two incidents ceme the logical question, Is thi
great lack of acquairtance with Sod's Word the rormal situstion
throughout the churches in the Fscific lorthwest Conference of the
Evangelical United Hrethren Church?

There is 2lso a very practical dJustification for a study of
Fiblical knowledge. In &n evangelical church, the Scriptures are vro-
claimed as the final authority in all matters of faith and practice.
Pafore a person is saved, he must have some cortact with Zod's Word.
desus Christ came to this earth to reveal urto menkind the leavenly
Father. The Eible records what Jesus said snd did =zs well as things
seid about him, before he came and after he left. The Eible, then,
is the written asccount of God's revelation. FEefore yvoung people,
the Eible is upheld as a guide for living. Therefore, it is very
i

apparent that knowledse sbout this "authority," "written revelation,'

and "guide" is absolutely necessary.
TIT. LIMITATICES OF THT STUDY

Every messuring device must have certain limitations in terms

11pia.



of rweograrhical area, sge 1imit, and other similar veriables. The
following study wes limited to senior high pupils in the Sunday Schools
of churches in the Pacific Northwest Conference of the Bvangelical
United Erethren Church. It was zlso limited to certair questions which
will be explained in chapter two.

The most important limitatiorn was in the area of intention. It
wes not the purpose of this study tc measure applination of Fiblical
knowledge. Only through more personal contact and individusl study
would it be possible to determine how a student used in his daily
1ife whet he had been taught in the Sunday School class or church
service. The following study was limited to measuring Pible know=-

ladge and the relation eof thst knowledge to certein veriables.

53
-3

IV, OVERVIEE OF TH DY

Yefore turning to the hody of the =tudy, a brief overview will be
helpful. Iollowing the intreduotory chapter, the =econd chepter dealt
with the method of procedure. The prasctical aspects of the thesis were

recorded, i.e., the construction of the test, the selection of the var-

izbles, and the procuring and recording of the test results.

The results of the study were built irto chepter three. First,
the hesic statisticael results wers recorded, botr on esch individual question
of the Tible test and upon the test 2s = whole. Also in this chspter

were the study of correlation and a comperison with secular students.

The fourth and firal chapter recorded the summary ard conclusions.



CHAFTER THO
METFOD OF PROCHDURE

The nature of a& study of Eible knowledge warranted an entire chap=~
ter concerning the msthod of procedurm. Eecause the facts and figures
contained ir such 2 study are primary materisl, it is important to lmow
how such knowledge was obtsined. Three areas will he covered: (1) con=
struction of the hest, (2) selection of variables, and (2) procuring and

recording the test results.
I. CORSTRUCTION OF THE TEST

There were numerous problems cornected with constructing the test.
How long should it be? IHow meny questions should it contain? How dif-

Ficult should the guestions beY That parts of the Bible should be cov~

The final form of the test, & copy of which is included in Ap-
pendix A, contained ten questions. The main reason the +test was not
any longer was the amount of time reguired to give the test. The length
of time to be spent in correcting and tabulating was also taken into
consideration. The ten questions corntszined 2 total of twenty possible
snswerse. Fiving the student five points for each correct answer made
the hishest possible score an even one hundred.

A velid ftest is one in which there is at leaet one guestion

which 1s easy for most of the students, at least one question which

o



5
is difficuit for most of the students, and s number of guestions which
f2ll somewhere in between. Since there was no reference msterisl zs to
the extent of Hible knowledge among high school students of the Facific
Northwest Conference, decisions concerring the difficultness of gquestions
were made by the auvthor. The first guestion Zealing with the two divi-
sions of the [ible was thought to be ezsy enovgh for almest everycene to
answer correctly. This proved to be true. Question number ten was de-
signed to be difficnlt for most everyone znd this 2lso proved to te true.
The remainder of the test attempted to evaluste ERible knowledge =comewhere
between easy snd difficult.

To ecover the ertire Tible in ten guestions is obviously an im-
possibility. IHowever, by takirg a question from most of the wajor
sections of the Zible, the whole of Scripture, in a sense, wa=z covered.
The first guestion dealing with the division of the Eible into the 014
and Mew Testaments 1s as general as any guesticn could be. The Fentateuch
is represented by questions two and three concerning Adam and Bve and
Mosas. Gusstion four deals with the writer of most of the Psalms. These
first four questions with & total of six answers make an attempt to
cover knowledre of the 0ld Testament. The remaining six cuestions with
2 total of fourteen answers desl with New Testamont facts. This im~
belance of New and 0ld Testement questions was based upon the assump-
tion that most studerts in the churches to be tested would have had
more teaching about and contact with the Few Testament tban the Cld

Testament. Quvestions five, eight, nine, and ten a<lk for facts cone-




tained in the Gospels. Paul's letters are represented by the sixth
guestion and a fact from the Acts of the Apostles is ezlled for irn the
seventh question. Agein, it is impossible to cover the Fible in ten

N

questions, but thae test wes constructed to determine the extent of

genersl Hible knowledge.

IT. SEBELECTION (

Lo

]

Variables, in conrection with this =tudy, were defined as "con-
trituting factors,” that is, those aspects of the normel Christian
‘n . - . . , . 1 . ,
life which would influence one's knowledge of God's ¥Word. Six of

these variahles were contained in the first guestion under the heading,

"Contributing Fectors:™ Sunday School attendance, morning worship at-

tendance, evening worship sttendance, prayer meeting atterndance, per-
songl devotions, and family mltar. Three possible answers concerning
these six variables were available: consistent, occasionzl, and seldom.
Bach student was asked to cirele the most correct asnswer in relation to
each of the six variables. Two additions could have improved this sec-
tiene. First, attendsnce at Youth Fellowship should have been included
ard second, = fourth snswer, "never," chould have been provided aleng
with consietent, occacionazl, and seldom.

Thae esecond varisble wars containsd in the guestion, How long have

you been attending your churcht Fecause the study was concerned with




7
Evanzelical lnited Frethren churches, the word "your" was included to
specify attendance at the church of which the student was now & part.

-

The third guestion under "Contributing Factors"

was an sttempt
to determine the kind of home from which the student came. The defi-
nition of a2 Christian home was left to the student. Room was also al-

lowed onr the test itself for interpretative detsils concerning a "yes"

or "no" arswer to the question.
IXTI. PROCTRING AED 2ECORDING THE THET RESTLTS

4fter the test and the variables had been firalized, the next
logical step was to reach the desired students. The most efficient wey
would have besen to directly contsct the teachers of the high school Sun-
day Schonl classes. DBrcause these pamer were not available to the auvthor,
the materisl was sent to the pastor of each church. & letter was en-
closed asking the pastor to give the meterial to the teacher and also
to make sure the tests were returned. This necessitated rmore hands and,
of course, more time. 4ll the tests were given durirg & regular “un-
day School class periecd. o one was to sign their nsme ard no one was
supposed to see the completed tests excert the one doing the research.

The largest and most time-dnnsuming part of the entire study
was the recording of the material conteined in the test and in the "Con~
trivuting Factors™ section. The first step was correchine the Hible
test itself. The number of correct answers was multiplied by five to

obstuin a raw score which was recorded on the test paper. Tach church



was treated as a unit. After correeting all the tests from one church,
the scores were added together and then divided by the numher of tests
to obtain an averapge for the individual church. The rame of the church,
the number of tests, the average score, the highest score, and the low-
est score were then recorded on a sgevarate sheet and connected to the
teste,

The next major step involved reoordiné each correct answer on a
tatulation shuet.l By deing this, the percentage of correct answers
for the entire test szmple could be determined. A =pecial tabuletion
sheet, similar in form teo the sample in ﬂfpendix C, was used to record
the selection of answers to guestion sixe. The students were asked to
name three of +the thirteen or fourteen lauline letters. Fach individual
ckolce was recorded.

In order that the raw score could te corrslated with the vari-
ables, a system of =coring in the variable =ection was devised. The
three answers, consistent, occasional, and seldom, wers piven values
of ten rointe, five points, and one roint, recpentively. The hichest
possible score was sixty. Tach tect was then given a certain score
for the variable section. This score was alszo recorded on the test®
itselfs

The basis of all correlation figures was the statistiecal tool

known as s scattergram. Scattergrams were built and used for every

s

lsee Appendix Co.
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, . . 1 . .
correlation involved in the research. As each test wazs received it

was recorded on each of the scattergrams.

A nuvmker of lesse-involved fTacts were alsgo recorded. The scores

[op]

Frietisn rome were noted.

of those who indicated they were part of a
In like warner the scores of those from non=Christian or partially
Christien homes were recorded. Average scores of individual churches
were tabulsted with reference to the size of the “undsy Tchool and the
georrarhic2l location. In two of the Pible knowledge quertions there
were wrong answers which were coneirtently given. These were nobted and
recorded.

A11 tabuvlations and scattergrams were left open until the final
test was received. At that time Tthey were compleved. The results were

recorded in chepter three.

See Appendix D.
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I. BASIC STATISTICAL ERSULTS

Someone has said, "Liars can figure, eut figures can't lie."
Although it h=zs been proven many times that figures can be easily misin-
terpreted, it is still true thst, correctly presented, figures can re-
veal many important aspects of a problem.

A very high percentage of returns was realized in this study of
Biblical knowledge. Of the eighty-one churches in the Facific North-
west Conference of the Evangelical United Erethren Church in 1864-~85,
sixty=-six responded, better than eighty-~two per cent. In these eighty=-
one churches, in 1964, there were 1,125 young people enrolled ir senior
high Sunday School classes.l In that same year the percentage of those

enrclled in the entire Sunday School who attended on any given Sunday

ha]

. . 2 . . . .
was sixty-eight per cent. Assuming this figure to be approximate for

t

the senior high class meant that the average attendance for that class
for the entire conference was 771 per Sunday. TFroem the sixty-six churches
who returned the tests sent to them, 653 individuvually completed tests

were received. Approximately, therefore, eighty-five per cent of the

lofricial Froceedings of the One Hundred-Twelfth Anpual Session
of the FPacific Northwest Conference of the Zvangelical United Irethren

Church, 1965, p. xiii.

21bid., p. xiv.



high school students in the Sunday Schools of the churches in the Pac-
ific Northwest Conference of the Twvangelical IU'nited Frethren Church

took the test upon which this study was bassd.

Results on each separate guestion. As stated before, the first

curstion deslt with the two parts of the Bible. 1In correcting this
question, as well as all the others, extreme leniency was the rule.
For example, whereas the absolutely correct answer should have been
"0ld Testament™ and "New Testament,” answers such as "01d" and "New,"
or "C.7." and "N.T," were also credited as bsing correct. There
were 844 correct answers to the first part (0ld Testement ) and 642

correct answers to the second vart (¥ew Testament). Thus, 98.6 per

&

cent of the students correctly answered the first part and 98.5 per
cent correctly answered the second part. There were very few incore-
rect answers. The guestion was either answered correctly or left
blank. Here, then, is the evidence for the statement made previous-
ly, that the first guestior was easy enough for almost evervone to
answer correctlye.

In the secornd question, the test asked for the names of the par-
ents of Cain =nd Abel. Of course, the correct ancwers were "Adam" and
"Eve." Of the 653 students who took the test, 509 gave the correct
answer "Adam," and 508 responded correctly with "Eve." Respactively,
the parcentazes were 77.9 and 77.5. It would seem that "Adan" and

e

Zve" would always be connected zs close as "bread" and "butter," but

not so. iMany times only one part was given ard scanetimes one of the
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two was connected with some other person. In this cquestion, 2s in a
number of the others, was revealed the common fault smong students of
all ages of not really reading the question. Some of the wrong answers,

' indicate that

such as "Abreham” and "Joseph," or "Moses" and "Jacob,'
little attention was given to what the question really snid.

Crly ore answer was required in the third question. "Moses"
was the correct reesponse to the question concerning the men who led
the Iesraelites out of Lgypt. There were 558 corrzct snewers (85.4 per
cert). Fumerous incorrect =answers were given to this question. Fear-
ly every major male character in both Testaments was lizted.

The fourth question asked for the name of the writer of most
of the Psalms, i.e., David. Although this question was not intended to
be one of the more difficult, only 87.4 per cent of the students an-
swered correctly (440 out of 852 ). Here again, various incorrect an-
swers were given. The most common wrong snswers were "Paul™ and "Feter.'

Four answers were called for in the fifth question. The students
were asked to 1list the first feur bhooks of the Hew Testament, which are
Matthew, ¥ark, Luke, and John. At this point, 1t should be said that
spelling was of minor importance as far as this study was concerned.

If the word was in any way recognizable as the correct answer, credit

was given. "Matthew” was very often misspelled, but, surprisingly, not

i

as often as "Luke." Tor come reason, many studewts thought it was "Luck.

It was also interscting thet meny studerts knew one or two of the books

btut not the rest. "Vatthew" was bect known with 588 responses (9C.C per
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cent). "John" was next with 584 correct answers (€9.4 ver cent); then
came "Luke" with 582 correct enswers (8%.2 ver cent), ard finally, "kark,"
with 582 answers {(89.1 per cent). This guestion, more than ary other,
revealed the fault of not reading the question. In a number of cases,
students answered with the first four books of the (ld Testament instead
of the first four books of the Tew Testament. Generally speaking, any-
one knowing the first four books in the 0ld Testament would also know
tre names of the four Cespels, which meant that not reading the guesticn
actually decreessed the score by twenty points. As in the first guestion,
there were very few incorrect guesses to the fifth question. DHRianks were
uevally left instead of wrong answers.

The sixth cuestion was eimiler in nature +to the fifth. It called
for three books written by Paul. The question stated that "thirteen
books in the Few Testament were written by Faul the 4postle." Although,
in the opinion of many, Hebrews should rnot be included in Faul's works,
because the question is still open-ended, credit was given for “"hebrews"
as an answer. Three of Paul's writings are double letters; I and II
Corinthians, I and I1 Thessalonians, and I and IT Timothy. However,
since each book of each pair is a wvnit by itself, credit was given for
an answer of only one part, il.e., I Corinthiars or II Timothy. This
gvestion proved to be much more difficult thern intended. There were
372 correct enswers of one book written by Paul (57.0 per cent). In
other words, sliphtly more than hslf of the students could name one

of the possible fourteen hooks. HNHaturally, the percentace of those
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able to nrame two or three of Paul's writings was even less. There were
205 students who correctly named two of the Looks (46.7 rer cent),
and 166 who could name all three (25.4 per cent). f{ne out of every four
was able to name three of the thirteen or fourteen books written by the
Apostle Faul. There were some interesting sidelights to this question.
First, one wrong answer was very predominsnt. A total of 168 students
gave "Acts" as one of the hooks credited to Faule In more than half of
these cases, the students gave two other correct answers. Very seldom
were there two correct answers and a bhlank or a wrong answer other than
"hcts." Another interesting point was the freguency of choice arong the
rossible fourteen answers. Poliowing is a listing in descending order
in terms of pumber of choices: Romans (211), I Corinﬁhians (172),

Time

hy (68), Galatians (£6), II Cor-
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inthians (42), Hebrews (27), Titus (28), I Thessalonians (24), Colos=
ciapne (23), IT Timothy (11), Fhilemon (&), and IT Thersalonians (1).
Question number seven actuvally required somethine =lightly more

than Fiblical knowledge per se, in that the name of a szpecific day on
the chureh calendar, Fentecost, was called for as an answer. liowever,
the record of whet happened on that day when the Holy Spirit descended
vpon the church is recorded in the Eible, Jjustifying the question as
one testirg Bible knowledge. In a section of the Evangelical United
Erethren Church that lcoks upon itself as a "holiness people,” +the

results of a question dealirg with the beginrings of New Testament

"holiness" should be very reveasling. Slightly less than half of the
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students answered correctly. Cut of 652 pupils, there were %26 correct
responses (49.8 per cent ). There was a sreater variety of wrong answers
on this question than any other. Some of the more frequent wrong res=
porses were "December 25," “Christmas Day," "Haster," and "Sundayv.”

The eighth question asked for the naming of the disciple who
betrayed Jesus. The correct answer, Judas, wae given by 441 pupils
(68.8 per cent)e. 1t cavees one to think about the teaching prosram of
the church when it is discovered that more students know about the
treacherous act of Judas than about the Holy Spirit descending upon
the church. Cuwe of the more frequert wrong answers to this cuestion
was "Feter." lividently, students confused the betrayal of Judas with

L]

the denial of Peter. A surprising rote was the spelling of "Judas.”

Such misspelled answers ss "dewdus," "Judus,” and "Judous" were not

UnNG ONMon
In gquestion numher nine, the nemes of the three prominent dis=-
cipies with Christ at His transfiguvration were requested. As a help=-
ful hint, the first letter of each neme was given. The students were
asked then to complete the name. Of the three, "John," "James," and

"Feter,” "John" was best known {571 correct answers, 87.4 per cent).

th 448 correct re-ponses (68.8 per cent), "James" was second.

"Peter" received the least number of correct answers (%88, 52.4 per

cent). Altkough not intentionally, the giving of the letter "F" as

the first letter of the third disciple's name arparently brought to
$E

mind YFaul" instead of "Peter" o mery students. & tokal of 201
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pupils gave "Pavl" as ore of the discicvles.

The lest guestion, as stated before, wes intended to be the most
difficult. Two ouotatlons were given, the sixth Featitude by Jesus,
and the "Great Confession" by Peter. To have correctly answered, the
student was suprosed to identify the person who spoke each of the quo-
tatiors. The second part of the guestion did prove to be the most dif-
ficult guestion in the entire test. There were only 121 correct answers

(18.5 per cent). The response to the first part was much better (233

correct answers, 51.0 per cent).

Qverall test results. Emch of the twenty blanks wes given a

value of Iive pointe which made 100 the hishest vossible score. As
the envelopes {rom each church were returned, each test was correct-
ed and given a numerical score based upon the number of correct
answers. After all the tests from one church were corrected, the
scores were added together. The sum of the scores was then divi-
ded by the number of tests to obtair an average score for each in=
dividual churche.

To ascertain the conference average, the averspe scores of all
sixty=six churches were added together and divided by sixty-six. The
conference average was 70.24. The peculiar workings of chance were
seen in some related firures at this point. There were sixty-six
(numeer of took= in the Bible) churches thet responded. Thirty-nine
(number of 0ld Testament books) churches scored atove the corference

average and twenty-seven (number of Vew Testament books) churches
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scored below the conference aversge.

The highest average for any single church was 28.00. The low-
est average for one church was 50.C0. The median of the church avere
age scores was 648.50 which meant that half of the churclies were below
o

88.50 and half were atove. Xotice that the median is slightly lower

than the average.
Various other comrarative tabulations were mede. One such study
involved the average scores of those from Christian, non-Christien and
partially Christisn homes. These fipures were hased upon the answers
to question three of the "contributing factors" cectiorn of the gquestion-
naire. Students from Christian homes had the highest average, 71.51.
These from partially Christien homes scored an average of 69.28, while
those from non-Christian homes were lowest with an average of 68.865.
The difference between the average scores of students from Christian
hemes and stwdents from non-Christian homes was slightly more than
half the value of ore single question (2.66).
Another comperative study dealt with the difference of scores
between students from rural churches =1d students from city churches.
™

The city churches came out on top with an everage of 70.83. he

veraeze for rural churches was 68.41, a difference of 2.42.

The Fecifiec FHorthwest Conference is divided irto three dis-
triects which are called the north, the east, and the south. The
average score of each district was obtained, shown in the following

comparison: east district - 71.57, north district - 65.99, south
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dlstrict - 6¢.5€.

To ascertain if the size of the church had any effect upon the
student's PFible knowledge, a compsrison was made on the basis of the
avsrape attendance in Sunday School during 1964. Churches with an
average attendance of less than fifty had an average =score of 68.36.
Those in the 51-1CO categeory had an average of 7C.24. 1In the next
group, those Sunday Schools with an average attendance of 101-150,
the average score was 69.61. In churches with a Svnday Zchool of
151-200, the average was 70.24. ¥Finally the largest Sunday Schools,
201 and up, produced the highest average, 71.12. Here again, how-

ever, the difference was comparatively slight (2.77).
II. CORRELATICN RESULTS

Definition of a correlation. The concept of co-relationship

B T o T e

was developed in the latter part of the nineteenth century by Sir

Francie Galton and the pioneer stati=tician, Karl Pearson. The study

and work of these two men led to the theory of and yrovided the basis

for what is known as correlation. Correlztion is =imply defined as

the relatiornship between two variates, for example, height and weight.
Innumerable studies of correlation have been made. The results of such

studies are found in nearly all test manuals as well as in most educa-

1
tional material.

1o.c. Ross, Yeasuremert in Today's Schools (Englewood Cliffs,
New Jersey: Frentice-Hall, Incorporated, 1954,, pp. 85-6.
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In the study represented by this thesis, the theory of correla-
tion wes used to determine the relation between the student's score on
a Fible test and the normal aspects of a Chrirtisn life. Such activi-
ties as Sunday School attendence, worship attendance, Rible reading,
ard prayer were censidered to be a part of the weekly routine of an
average Christisn young person.

Three warnings concerning the uvse of correlation are made by
most statisticians. First, correlation cannot he interpreted directly
as a percentage. An r (the letter civen to denote correlation) of O
represents no reletionship et all, but an r of 60 does not indicate
a sixty per cent relationship. As r's zet larger, a small gain means
a considerable increase in the degree of relztionship. Therefore an
r of «80 indicates much more than twice the relationship of an r of
40,

The second warning is that correlation dcss not necessarily
mean causation. There are often other factors which should enter into
the picture. /n example from a statictics texthook provides an il=-
lustration.

It is probably truve that in the inited States there is a mod=-
erate positive correlation between the average saslaries of
teachers in various high schools and the percertages of their
graduates who go on to college, but to ssy thet these =ztudents
attend college because their teachers sre well pzid is as inac~
curate as to say that their teachers are well raid because many
of their graduates attend college. The =itwtion is complex,
but one promirent factor is the financial condition of' the com=-

munity, which to considerable extent determines ability to pay
Loth teachers' salaries and college expenses.

1Tbid., p. 88.
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Fowever, while correlation does not directly establish a "causal" re-
lationship, it may furnish clues to causes. Ctudies of correlation
are therefore used for explorstory purposes, attempting to find reasons
why certain conditions exist.

The third warning is somewhat définitive as well as cautionary.
£ negative r is just as meaningful as a positive r. DNegative correla-
tions reveal an inverse relationship between two factors. Positive r's

indicate a direct relation, but both have egual predictive value.

Correlation of score and attendance. As stated before, a system

of scoring was devised for the first part of the contributing factors
L2 . . .

section which dealt with the frequency of attendance at various church

services plus personal devetions and family altar. Three possible an=-

swers were provided: consistent, occesioral, and seldomes The three

answers were respectively given values of ten, five, and one, making

'hest rossible score.

sixty the hi

i

In the study of the correlatior of score aml overall attendance,
as well as in all other correlation studies, the use of a scatter-
gram was erployed. A sample of such a tool elong with explaratory

. . . 3
comments way be reviewed in the arrendix sectione.

The firet two variatcs to be considered in thie study of cor-

l1vid., pp. 88-89.
2See Appendix B.

3See Appendix D.
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relation were the raw score on the Eible test ard the overall attend-
. , . . .. .
ance score., In this case, an r of .48 was obtained,” indicating a
positive relationshir between Bible knowledge and Sunday School at-
tendance, church attendance, etce.

According to Helen M. Walker ard Joseph Lev, "a very small r
may be significant if the sample is very large. Thus, for 500 cases,
r = .09 is significant, but still too small to be useful for most

nz
purposes.’

To determire the relationshir of each of the six parts (Sunday
School attendance, personal devotions, etc.) to the Rible test ccore,
scattergrams were built for each one. The rssults were as follows:

3 . .
Sunday School attendance and score, r of .32;  morring worship attend-
4 . .
ance and score, r of .24;  evering service atterndance and score, r of
5 . 6
«30;" prayer meeting attendence and score, r of .27; frequency of per-
. 7 . .
sonal devotions and score, r of .21; frequency of family altar anrd

score, r of .16.8

lzee Appendix L.

Helen V. Walker and Joseph Lev, Elementary “tatistical Methods
(Vew York: Henry Folt and Company, 1958), p. 264.

35ee Appendix E.

4see Appendix F.

5See Appendix G.

Bcece Appendix H.

"cee Appendix I.

8See Appendix J.
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Notice particularly that all the corrrlation coefficients (r's)
between sirgle asvects of the contributirg factors rectiorn and the
score ware much lower than the overall sttendsnce and =zcore coefficient.
In other words, a well-rourded Christian life had more effect on Fible
knowledge than did any single aspect of that life.

There was an interesting note in connection with the correlation
of family =ltar to the score on the BEible test. Q(Qut of 482 students
who indicated they lived in a Christian home, seventy-two reported

havirg a consistent family altar, less than fifteen per cent.

Correlationugg score and vears‘gg attendance. The second guestion
in the contributing factors section dealt with the length of time the
student had heen attending his or her church. Fo distinction was made
concerning frequency of attendance. The intent was to determine con=-
nection with an Evanpelical United Erethren Church.

Many students, in answer to this guestior, replied, "all my
lite," or "since ckildheod," or scmethirg cimilar. Assuming the soph-
omore year to be a conservative average for high school classes in
Sunday School, these answers weare given a value of fifteen years.

The avereze number of years of attendance in Evangel ical United
_ Frethren churches of students in high school funday School classes in
Pacific Forthwest congregstions was ten and one-half. [Fased upon the

study through another scattergram, the correlation coefficient between
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years of attendance and the score on the Zihle test was .23,1 indicat-

ing a moderate degree of reletionship.
ITI. A COVPARISON WITH CTEER HIGE SCHCOL STUDRNTS

One of the greatest rroblems in this study was the lack of
materiel with which to compare ths results obtaired through the research.
In an attempt to rrovide some kind of picture thzt could serve as a
basis for comparison, the test upon which this thesis was based was
given to some high school students other than those in Fecific North-
west Evangelical United Brethren churches.

Two groups of students were selected. The first was a senior
problems class from Sherwood High School. There are approximately
200 students in Sherwood Eigh which is located in the small town of
Sherwood, Cregzon. TFrom the class, forty-six students volunteered to
take the REible test. OCnly the ten Rible knowledpge questions were
used.2 Becauvsze of w¥arious reasons, the contributing fectors =section
was deleted.

The average score for the forty-six “herwood students was
4%.59. The score is comparable to the church average of 70.24.

The second group of students were members of two study hall

classes at Frenklin High in Portlewnd, Cregon, a school with a student

lsee Appendix K.

2See Apperdix A.
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body of more than 2,000. All classes were represented by this sample
of fifty-four students. They scored an sverage of 51.85 or the Rible
test.

To compare the efforts of the Sunday School pupils with those
of the secular high school students, ceveral tesbles were devised.
Through these tables, especially the one cortsined in Apperndix O, it
can readily be seen that the big difference hetween the church relat-
ed students and the regular high school students was in their answers
to gquestior number five which asked for the first fowr books of the
Few Testament. The Sunday School pupils gave from thirty-six to
thirty-nine per cent more correct answers than did the students from
the higl schools. INotice also the plus-thirty per cent differences
between the two grouvps in their answers to questions four and seven.
The former asked for the writer of most of the Fsalms, David, and the
latter called for the name cf the day upon which the Holy Spirit was

2iven to the ochurch.

IV. A PICTURE CF THRE AVIRACE STUDRNT

Although no one is sverage and nothing is normal in this day
and age, it is still mpossible to construct a picture of an average,
normal student with facts heretofore presented in this «tudy. OCnly

the church relsted students are under consideration at this point.

lsee Appendixes k¥, N, and C.
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The average student has been connected with an lvangelical United

Brethren church for ten and one=~half years. Thers is a seventy-eight
per cent chance that he or she resides in a Christian home. Un the
ten-question Fitble test used in this =tudy, the average student scored
70.24, meaning he or she answered correctly questions one, two, three,
four, five, eigzbt, and nine. The average pupil, even with ten and
one-half years of church connection, could not name ore book written
by Faul, could not name the day of the descent of the Holy Spirit,
and could not identify the rerson who uttered the Featitudes nor the

disciple who spoke the "Creat Confession."




CHAFTER FOUR

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

I. SUMHARY

As presented in the statement of the problem at the beginning
of this thesis, the aim of the research conducted as the basis of this
study was to determine the extent of Bible krnowledge possessed by stu=~
dents in the high school Sunday School classes of Ivangelical United
Erethren churches in the Pacific Northwest Conference. The correlation
of such knowledge to certain variables, aspects of a Christian life,
was a secondary purpose.

The guestionnaire method of research was emploved to obtain the
necessary information. Wighty-two per cent of the churches ir the con-
ference under consideratior responded with approximately eighty-~Tive
per cent of the high =chool students in those churches taking the test,

The average score for all church-related students waes 70.24 out
of 2 possible 1CC.C0. Iy comparison, 100 secvlar high school students,
celected at random, scored anr mvera:ze of 47.77 or the same test.l

The studies of correletion revealed that the overall, total
program of the church had more effect upon Eible knowledge than did
any sirgle aspect of that program. It was also apparent that the

number of vears of church atterdance was not a really significant

Toee Appendix A.
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contributing factor when relsted to Eible knowled:e.

II. CORCLUSIONS

First of all, it is obvious that, generally sveaking, the churches
in the Facific Northwest Conference heve failed in the divirely assigned
task of teaching children and young people the ord of “od. If a per=-
son has been cornected witg a church for ter and one-half years, ke or
she should he ahle to name Jjust one of the letters written by Faul.

That seme person onrght also to know that it was Jecvs Christ who =aid,

"Plesced are the pure in heart, for thev shall ree God" (¥etthew 5:8).
In the second place, it is evidently common thinking that teach-
ing the Bible is the tesk of the church alone. Less than fifteen per
cent of the Christian families with high school students in Sunday
School classes of the churches in the Pacific Northwest Conference

have a consisternt family altar. At what other functiors in the home

yvoung yerson made aware of the content of the FHiblef?

He
[0}
ct
jan
D

The church, then, has two rossible paths of action, both of
which need to be well-planned and well-promoted. The first is to
encourage the practice of family worship in the home. It is so much
easier for two parents to teach two or three children the TFible for
a few moments eack dav than it is for one funday Tchool teacher to
minister to five, ten, or twenty vourg pecple once a week.

The oth=r needed action is for the church to re-evaluate and

revise, if neceseary, itsprogram of indoctrination. If the church
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is to meet the challenge of havirg almost the entire responsibility
for teaching the FEible to vounz veople, it will tzke a better rprogram

ther has been used in the past.

the following list of subjeots for further study.
1. The pattern of Hible-teaching in the Sunday School.
2. The program of teacher=training in relaticn to Fible
knowledge .
2+ Why the great decline in the family altar?
4, The use of scholastic tests snd measurements in the

Sfunday fSchool.
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AFPELDIX A

Instructions:

1.
2.

K

Test

Answer each question to the best of your ability.

Do not be embarrsssed. Only the person sonducting the research
will see the papers.

Do not sign vour name.

Questions:

1.

10C.

The Fible is divided into two parts. They are the
and the .

Cain and Abel were the sons of and o

The man God chose to lead the Israelites out of Hgypt wae &
tost of the Fsslms were written by .

Fame the first four books of the MNew Testament: a.

be. Ce de. ®

Thirteen books in the MNew Testament were written by Faul the
Apostle. Tame three: s. b Ce o

The Holy Spirit descended on the Church on the day of .

Cne of the twelve disciples betrayed dresus. Iis name was .

Three prominent disciples of Jesus were with bim at the Transfig-
vration. Comrlete their nsmes: a. J b. d co F .

Identify the persens who spoke the following sentences:

a. "Flessed are the pure in heart, for they shall
see@ God."

b. "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."
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l. Circle the most correct answer:

a.
b‘
Ce
d.
e.
T

Sunday School attendance
Forning worship attendance
Evening worship attendancse
Prayer meeting attendence
Fersonal devotions

Family altar

IDRIX

G CONTRIRUTING

FACTORS SECTIOH

Consistent
Consistent
Consistent
Consistent
Consistent
Consistent

2. How long have you been atternding your church?

2s Do you come

4. Fl

esgse

comment on any
your knowledge of the

ible.

¥OT SI0R

from & Christian home?

YOUR NAWE

Occasional
Occasional
{Occasional
Occasgional
Occasional
Cccasional

3
N

Seldom
Seldon
Seldom
Seldom
Seldom
Seldom

other factors you think might bave influenced



11.
12.
13.
14
15.
18.
17.
18,
19.
20,

APFEIDIN ©

AFLE TABULATION

123456789 1C11

xl-ET;T

12 12 14 15 18 17 18 19 20

C’ﬂTl

LM
e i e

Adam

Fve

Moses

s "

Davie

Fatthew

Yark

Tvke

John

Cne

Two

Three

Fentecost

Judas

John

James

Feter

Jesus

Feter

Notes:
1. Fumber 11,
written by

2. Four marks

one bhook written

Faul; nvmber 13,

and a tally were

by Faul; number 12, two books
three broks written by Faul.

e St

entered in each square.
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SANMPLE SCATTERGRAL
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Explanation:

1T The Two variates are height and weight. In 10C cases, there were
1C who were between 60 and 65 inches in height and who were also
between 100 and 109 pounds in weight. Iiach of the other souares
represent a similer comparison, i.e., in the lower left square,
there were 2C cases 50~54 inches in height and 120-129 pounds in
welighte

2. The purrcse of the scatterpgram is to plot the distribution of cases
for sny two variables. It is also called a bivariate freguency
distributione.

3. The scattergram is used extensively hecause of its accuracy. Z=ight
of the ten figures used to compute the correlation coefficient are
crosschecked through the scatterzram (¥, &, C, and D).

4, By the vse of capital letters, the complicated formula for cowputing
the correlation coafficient,

NSPxryx'y! = (Sfxx! ) (Sfyy!)
TV (x )2 = (S’ B (FeTy (y7 j2 = (€fyy ")}

T =

MD o~ AC
“V{TNE=RZ ) (FE-C2)

is reduced to the less complex formula, r =
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SCATTRRGRAM FOR TEE STULY OF THE CORRLLATION FETWERN

SUNDAY SCHOCL ATTENDANCE

2
Syt Sx? rx(x')

AND SCCHRE

1

#G

0T

0 24 C

179 179 107

812 406 856

1644 548 2538

R

16

107

214

10

17

22

282

26328 1187 2501

D 4 K

Consistent
Occasional

feldom

ED = AC
N TVESRZT(FESTE)

4115%
V16626045053

41153

ot o &
128942 2

622 o

LSTT

)

ot

1582

D
1351

o

S293

A

28

%01

20T

9921 88T1%

6488

X5

IXS&H

o
(03]



AFFENDIX ¥

SCATTERCRAM 2O TFD STUDY OF THE
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AFPENDIZL L

SCATTERGRAM FOR THE RTUDY OF THE CORRELATION BETWEEK
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Attendance Scores
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AFFENDIX M

COEPARISOY OF PRECENTAGE OF CORRECT ANSWERS

ON BACH INMDIVIDUAL BLAVE

¥ranklin High Sherwood Liigh

1. 96.3 l. 92.5

2. 98,7 2., 9%.5

A. T7C.4 4, £8.7
B, BR.Z 5. 69.5
8. 407 6. 21.5
7. 50.C 7. 52.1

8. B3.7 8. 52.1

10. 5C.0 10. 60.0
11. 27.7 11. 28.2
12, 20.4 12. 17.4
1z, 14.8 13. 8.7
14, 24.1 14, 10.%
15. 65.5 15, 45.8
16. 79.6 16. 72.9
17. 46.32 17. Z4.8
18 46 .3 le. 2%.9
12, 5C.0 12. 26.1

20 12.9 20. 4.3



Churches
1. 98.6
2. $B.5
Be T7e9
4., T77.8
5. 85.4
6. 6764
7. 20.C
8. &9.1
9., 89.2
1C. 89.4
11. 57.0
12, 46.7
17, 25.4
14, 4¢.8
18, 66.6
16. 87.4
17. 658.8
18, 59.4
19. 51.C

Co

2

APFEMDIX N

T ARISON CF PERCENTAGE OF

QK BACH

INDTVIDUAL

CORRECT ANSWERS

BELAXK

1=

T

Schoole (combined)

1.

95

95

65

65

77

50

28

19

12

18

a1

77

41



Fetween Churchas and

COMFARIS

AFFERDIX O

CkH OF PuRCLHTAGE

HACH TNDIVIDUAL

Schools

12.

1%,

14.

15.

Schools

Schools

Schools

Schools

Schools

Schools

Sechools

Schools

Schools

Schools

Schools

Schools

Schools

Schools

Sehools

Schools

-5'6

~27 7
-13.4
-31.8
-15.6
-10.4

-?7 08

—12 tO

-9.5

DIFFERENCES ON

BLANE

46

Between Franklin snd Sherwood

Sherwood

Sherwood

Sherwood

Sherwood

Sherwood

Sherwood

Franklin

Sherwood

Shervwood

Even

Frarklin

Sherwood

Sherviood

Skerwood

Sherwood

Sherwood

Sherwood

Sherwood

Sherwood

Sherwood

"11..7

"11 07

-12.8

"'3.0
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