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1ot we thenk you for your card of feptember 22, which hes just 1
me here, where T em visiting for a few deys with my daughter end her huebnnd,
ettending the Workers Conferecnce of New York Yenrly Meeting. : 3

: T have no quarrel-with the meetinz for worship that 1s held om the besie Ql.
epiritual guidence, Though moet of my 1ife hes been spent in so celled "pastoral g
meetinge, T have been gled to be in meetinge in Philedelphie, in vome of which T o
aid not speak 8 word ~=- #nd hed Philedelphie Friends tell me afterwerd thai tHey
wiched T hed., And when e western Friend sttends & meeting in the eeel end the man b
who ebyes et the head of the meeting seys, ee he seats the western Friend elongside . .
of him, "If thee feels led to speak in thie meeling we trust thet theg will feel :
free to do #0, &nd we hope thee'll be led", some western Friends feel that that 1s
not very far from "programming" a meeting, et lemet to the® extent of asking eome
men to be & speaker, y Y ;
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It'wes & revelation Lo me to be in & certein meeting in England, where they
hed e men'c edult school Cundey morning with en enrollment into the hundrede, in
which e1l sorts of thinzs were studied, Shekespeare, mechenicel drawing, history
of Tngland and whet not; a Sfundey school of hundreds for non=Friende far more tham .
for Friends; eql evening meeting Sunday with & printed program, including the ;
numbers of all hymne to be sung, the name of the speesker &nd his subjeet, and the
whole thing tebuleted from the opening hymn to the benediction; ean sdult school for .
womer numbering hundreds; eng institutionelized church, with all sorts of activities
sociel end ethletic and whaet not; end et one time on Sundey to sit in a group of {q
Priends numbering much leses then fifty, where we sst in & circle with no progrem, &
no eppointed leader, and very much of the time spent in silence. There seemed to
be the power-house for the whole enterprise. :

Thet T obect to, among other things, is the “programmed™ meeting ‘where there is
no chance for perticipetion except by designeted folke, or an "unprogremmed® meet-
ing where cilence ie so definitely progremmed as to meke it almost & ritusl == snd
T'm sure T've been in meetings where one wuld ‘have omitted the “almost.™ Ay

But here T'm telking fer too much, I did not want %o etir up cuntrov§v Lk
only wented tc seo 1f T could esay something that would help us to eee to it th
our meetings, es Fox or Penn seid, ere "held in the power of God." M

€incerely your friend,
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