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CHAPTER 1 

PURPOSE OF THE RESEARCH 

0�1S I nternat i onal , forme r l y  Ori enta l  Mi s s i onary Soc i ety , h a s  

been worki ng i n  Braz i l s i nce 1 950 . Th i s mi s s i on h as been di l i gent 

i n  i ts Chri st i  an wi tness and thousands of Brazi 1 i ans  h ave come i nt o  

a s avi ng knowl edge o f  Jesus  Chr i st , e i ther d i rect l y  o r  i nd i rect l y ,  

th rough OMS's outreac h . Upon l oo k i ng i nt o  the smi l i ng faces  of thes e  

Chri sti an s ,  I know that God h a s  b l es sed the mi s s i onari es ' work , yet 

a l l org an i zat i ons  h ave  areas  i n  wh i ch they are weak . I f  those  areas 

are to be strengthened , t hey f i rst  must be found . I f  those areas are 

to  be found , someone must l ook  for them . Dat a  i s  not al ways easil y 

found , nor i s  i t  eas i l y  organi zed i nto  a coh erent uni t ,  so  i t  i s  often 

just not done . Thi s has  been the case i n  Brazi l .  

The i nterest i n  c h urch growth has  sparked a number of fi n e  

b o o k s  o n  pri nc i p l es of c hurch growth and h as compared them to  exi sti ng  

c hurches and/or denomi nat i ons  here i n  the Uni ted States  as wel l as  

i n  many other  countr i es . As stewards of our t i me ,  money , and l i ve s ,  

we wi 1 1  be h e  1 d accountab 1 e for 1 azi  nes s ,  waste ,  and even a 1 ack o f  

d i l i gence,  so s i nce there are now too l s wi t h  whi ch c hurches and mis­

s i on s  can  be  judged as  t o  thei r effect i venes s ,  we s hou l d  use  thos e  

too l s .  

From 1 97 3  to  the  present , I h ave  been a mi s s i onary under OMS 

I nternat i onal  to Brazi l ,  and I h av e  work ed i n  vari ous  c apaci t i es ,  bot h  

l .  
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i n  the church and as  a mi s s i on ary . I want to study the OMS church 

( A  Igreja Mi s s i on ari a ,  or as  I wi l l  c a l l i t  through th i s  paper , The 

�li s s i onary Churc h ) and , OMS Internati on a l •s rel at i on s hip to  i t .  To 

do th i s ,  I found i t  necesary to research how The Mi s s i onary Church 

started , as  we 1 1  as  how and why OMS entered i nto  Brazi  1 .  Th i s  was 

done through read i ng back i s sues of The Mi s s i on ary St andard whi ch i s  

the  o l d name for OMs•s offi c i a l pub l i c at i on and research of  studi es  

of J apanese-Br az i l i an churches for The  Mi s s i onary C hurch c ame out of 

such a denomi n at i on .  

A study of The Mi s s i onary C h urch wou l d  not be comp l ete  wi thout 

a h ard l ook at i t s  growth i n  c hurche s , members , Sund ay schoo l s ,  and 

so  on . To be ab l e to  do  an adequate study on The Mi s s i onary C hurch•s  

growth , I obta i ned both  OMS • s  Brazi l f i eld annual  st at i st i c s  and  The 

Mi s s i onary C hurch•s annua l  stat i st i cs . Wi th  these two separate set s 

of f i gure s , I cou l d check one agai n st t h e  other for acc uracy . 

The fi gures and study on The Mi s s i onary Church c annot be fu l l y 

understood wi thout fi rst understandi ng how other Protestant churche s  

are do i ng i n  B razi  1 ,  and a 1 1  o f  t h i s needs some bac kground o n  Brazi l 

i tse l f ,  s o  the second chapter i s  devoted to  fi l l i ng th i s  i n .  

C hurch growth meth od s  and pri nc i p l es h ave  h ad a wi de  ranged 

i mp act  on p 1 ans by churches  throughout the wor 1 d .  U sing major works  

on t h i s ,  I want t o  set down major church  growth pri  nc i  p 1 es  and  cor­

ro l ate  these pri  nci pies wi t h  The Mi s s i onary Church to  see how the  

church compare t o  others . 

Upon hear i ng my p 1 ans , Joao L i berato ( Genera l  Superi ntendent 

of The Mi s s i onary C hurch ) asked for this paper to  study and eva 1 uate 
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i t  so that he cou l d  d i rect the c hurch's resources most  prof i t ab l y  i n  

wi nni ng soul s .  

I f  no one e 1 se  reads t h i s research p aper but the  Genera  1 

Superi ntendent , and he can prof i t  from i t , I wi l l  h ave found t h i s 

research to  be worthwh i l e ,  I too , want to wi se ly  use  my resourc e s ,  

but I real i ze that P astor L i berato wi l l  have a much l arger effect t h an 

I can ever have . 



C HAPTER 2 

BACKGROUND ON BRAZI L 

Eac h  country has  a un i que h i  story , thus  together wi th  i ts 

geography , re 1 i g i  on , soc i a 1 and economi c factors , h ave  produced i ts 

present culture . Brazi l i s  not un i que i n  i t s  s i ze or d i ver s i ty of 

people s , but t o  be able to  commu n i c ate wi th  a people , an understandi ng 

of that people must  be reach ed . No  one method of evangeli sm c an beg i n 

to  reach all of the i ndi v i duals  of d i fferent cultures , but under-

stand i ng that culture , or  subc ultures , can h elp to show the way of 

adapt i ng evangeli st i c  tools to  i t .  

Geography and Populat i on 

Tak i ng up over h alf of South Ameri c a  ( 3 , 286 , 00 0  square mi le s ) ,  

Brazi l i s  the f i ft h  largest country i n  the  world , followi ng the  Sovi et 

Un i on , Canad a ,  Ch i n a ,  and the  Uni ted States . 1 

1 08- 1 1 0 , 000 , 000 i nh ab i t ants  i n  1 980 puts Brazi l among the  

world ' s  largest  countri e s  i n  populat i on, bei ng  beh i nd  Ch i na , I ndi a ,  

t he  Sovi et Un i on , the  Uni ted States and I ndones i a ,  and about equal 

w ith  J apan . 2 

1 Wi lli am R .  Read and Frank A .  I neson , Brazi l 1 980 : The Pro­
testant Handbook ( Monrov i a ,  C ali forn i a :  Mi s s i on s  Adv anced Research 
and Communi c ati ons  Center , 1 973 ) , p .  1 .  

2A l oys i  0 Bi ond i '  110 Novo Retrato do Pa i s Que Nao se  Enxerg a ,  II 

Bras i 1 Seculo 2 1 , I I  ( July , 1 980 ) , 5 1 . 

4 .  
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A Portuguese explorer and nav i g ator , Pedro Alvares C abral was 

the f i rst European t o  d i scover wh at i s  now Brazi l ,  i n  1 500 . For the 

next 400 year s ,  settlement of t h i s vast expanse of land was conf i ned 

to  the most  access i ble area s  along the coast . Les s  than f i fty years 

ago , Londri n a ,  Paran a ,  OMS ' s  Brazi li an headqu arters , was a j ungle 

v i  1 1  age only 350 mi 1 es  from the  coast , and about 250 mi 1 e s  from the  

state capi t ol .  I t  i s  now a n  i mportant li ght i ndustr i al , agri cultural ,  

and  b ank i ng center wi th  over  400 , 000 i nh ab i t ant s . Tens  of thousands 

are movi ng i nt o  the  i nter i or as new areas  open up , and these growi ng 

areas are respons i ve to the Gospel . 

Brazi l ' s terri t ori e s  and states  are d i v i ded i nt o  f i ve 1 arge 

reg i ons , they are , North , Northeast , Southeast , South and Centra 1 -

west . Of these  f i ve reg i on s , t he  North and Central-west  have  64 per­

cent of Brazi l ' s land area but only ten percent of i t s  populat i on . 

Look i ng at the  map , i t  c an be noted that the  other 90 percent 1 i ve  

i n  the coast a 1 states whi ch make  up  the  Northeast , South east , and 

South reg i on s . 3 

Brazi 1 i s  a young country i n  t hat over two th i rd s  of i ts 

populat i on i s  under 30  years of age . 4 Th i s i s  an i mport ant poi nt t o  

cons i der i n  any study o n  church outreac h i n  Brazi 1 , bec au s e  t h e  age 

3Read , Brazi l 1 980 , pp . 3 - 5 . 

4Read , Brazi l 1 980 , p .  6 .  
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of a popu l at i on has  a great de  a 1 to  do wi th i t s acceptance of t he 

Gospe l . The younger the  peopl e  of  a n at i on i s ,  the  greater the  

potent i a l  and poss i b i l i ty of  that peopl e  accept i ng new  i deas and n ew 

ways . 5 

As a young n at i on ,  Brazi l i an s  are l ook i ng t o , and mi grat i ng 

to , the urban areas i n  l arge numbers , and are becomi ng more respon s i ve 

t o  the Gospe l . 6 

Urban - Rural  Compo s i t i on 

I n  1 940 , Brazi l ' s popu l at i on was overwhe l mi ng ly  rural wi th 

a 70 to  30 percent rural urban mi x ,  but by 1 960 , t h i s had fal l en to  

a 55  t o  45 percent mi x ,  and  by 1 970 i t  had  fal l en agai n to  a 44  to 

56 t . 7 percen m1x . As  of 1 980 , o n ly  35 percent were 1 i v i  ng  i n  rura 1 

cond i t i ons  and 65  percent were i n  urban areas . 8 I n  ten years , from 

1 960 to  1 970 , Brazi l i an c i t i es j umped from 3 1 . 3  mi l l i on i nh abi tant s 

to  52 . 1  mi l l i on and from 1 970 to  1 980 ( prel i mi nary government 

esti mate s ) to  70 . 2  mi l l i on .  I n  twenty years the  urban popu l at i on s ky­

rocketed by a l most  40 mi l l i on .  I n  40 years the urban - rural  mi x d i d 

a f l i p-f l op  from a 30 - 70  percent mi x to  a 65 - 35 percent one . 

5Read , Braz i l 1 980 , p .  1 1 6 .  

6Read , Braz i l 1 980 , p .  9 .  

7Read , Braz i l 1 980 , p .  1 .  

8B i ond i , pp . 46- 48 . 
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C i t i es wi th more than ten thous and i nhabi tants had a shoc k i ng growth 

rate from 1 950 to  1 970  of 243 percent ! 9 A 1 though i t  mi ght s eem that 

urbani zat i on at s uc h  a rap i d  pace wou l d  make i t  eas i er to  reac h  l arge 

mas ses of  Brazi l i an s , t h i s i s  not a l ways  proved true. Mi l l i ons  of 

persons are 1 i vi ng i n  apartment s and many more work two ful l t i me j ob s , 

these t h i ngs  seri ou s l y  reduce the t i me away from the job  pos s i b i l i t i es 

of i ntroduc i ng them to  the Gospe l .  Apartments , are u sual l y  organ i zed 

as condomi n i ums whi ch general l y  exc l ude outs i ders thus l i mi t i ng 

rel i g i ou s  acti v i ty to  the occupants. The real or i mag i ned necessity 

of hol d i ng down two jobs  cut s down on  the t i me avai l ab l e  to  evangel i ze 

them. 1 0  

L i teracy 

The trend i n  Braz i l i s  more and more towards a more l i terate 

peop 1 e. I n  1 92 0 ,  35 percent were 1 i terate. I n  1 970 , i t  was 67 per-

c ent. 1 1  The government est i mate for 1 97 7  was a l i terate popul at i on 

of 87  percent of  those  above grade schoo 1 .1 2  

S i nce t he Good News i s  g i ven i n  the wri tten form ,  t h i s ri s i ng 

1 i terarcy rate i s  i mportant t o  the  ch urch. Of course ,  the 1 eve 1 of 

1 i teracy V·J.ri es  from group t o  group and area to  area ,. but si nee bei ng 

9B i ondi , p. 53 . 

1 0Read , Brazi 1 1 980 , p. 1 0. 

1 1 Read , Braz i l 1 980 , p. 1 .  

1 2B i ond i , pp. 54-55 . 
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1 i terate has  been 1 i nked wi th  Protest ants and the  Roman Catha 1 i c 

C hurch l i nked wi th a strong b i as agai nst i t ,  evange l i ca l s have an 

advantage i n  t h i s rap i d l y  l i terate soc i ety . 1 3  

Rel i g i on 

The 1 970 census  c l ass i f i ed 85 percent of Brazi l as  Roman 

C atha l i c ,  1 1  p ercent as Protestant , and the  remai nder as Mormons  

( Latter Day Sa i nts ) ,  sp i r i t i sts , Jehovah ' s  Wi tne s sess  and  other 

sect s . 1 4  When one cons i ders the number of pract i c i ng Roman Catho l i c s ,  

the  above percentage poi nt gros s l y  exagerates  thei r t rue fo  1 1  owers . 

The s p i r i t i sts  wi l l  u sua l l y  say that they are C atho l i c  s i nce the i r 

medi ums are often consec rated i n  spec i a l  C at ho l i c  serv i ces . 1 5  Acti ve 

sp i r i t i sts  are e st i mated to  be as h i gh as  20 percent of the total pop­

u l at i on wi th  an addi t i onal  20 percent dabbl i ng i n  i t  now and then , 

a l though some researchers p l ace the  total  at a f l at one t h i rd of the  

popu l at i on . 1 6  

Th i s t i es  i nt o  a s urvey done by Roman Catha 1 i c s  that showed 

that o n l y  ten percent of the Brazi l i an Catho l i cs actual l y  practi ce 

1 3Roger Bast i de ,  The Afr i can Rel i g i on s  of  Braz i l ,  tran s . Hel en 
Sebb a ,  ( Ba l t i more : The John Hopki ns Uni versity Pres s ,  1978 ) , p .  368-
370 . 

1 4Read , Brazi l 1 980 , p .  2 .  

1 5 Frances O ' Gorman , Al u anda - A Look At Afro-Braz i l i an Cu l ts 
( R i o  De J anei ro: Livrari a Franci sco Al ves  Edi tora S .A . , 1 977), p .  63. 

1 6o•Gorman , p .  1 7 .  
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thei r fa i th . Other f i gures i nd i c ate a h i gher l eve l  of practi c i ng 

C atho l i cs ,  but they too , are qu i te l ow .  Bapt i sm i s  cons i dered v i t al 

i n  the  church , yet on ly  h a l f of  the  c h i l dren are bapt i sed .  Buri a l  

servi c e s  too , are i mport ant , yet on ly  35  percent h ave  Chri sti an 

funera l s .  I f  one were to  assume t h at a 1 1  those  buri ed by a pri est  

were acti ve Catho l i c s ,  i t  wou l d  st i l l  l eave 65 percent who  are  not .1 7  

Spi r i t i sm can be  d i v i ded i nt o  rough ly  two groups ,  wh i ch reach 

i nt o  d i fferent l eve l s of s oc i ety . Kardeci  sm , named after A 1 1  an 

Kardec , a n i neteenth cent ury French sp i ri t i st who emphas i zed sci enc e ,  

p h i l osophy , and rel i g i on ,  t h i s appea l s t o  mi dd l e and upper c l asses . 

The other group i s  actua l l y  an i mi st i c and was ori g i na l ly  i ntroduced 

i nto  Braz i l by Afri can s l aves . It reaches the l ower c l asses  and i s  

i ts e l f  d i v i ded i nt o  four group s , Macumb a ,  Qui mbanda ,  C andomb l e ,  and 

Umbanda ,  al though some wi l l  ca l l i t  a l l Umbanda .1 8  

A 1 though Read s ay s  that " There i s  no  c one 1 u s  i ve  evi dence at 

the  present t i me that s pi ri t i sm as s uc h  i s  i ncreas i ng , " 1 9  Frances  

0 '  Gorman , i n  her book , A l uanda ( copyr i ght 1 97 7 ) s ays t h at " there are 

at l east  300 thousand Umbanda c enters of wors h i p i n  the  country , "  and 

th i s i s  not i ncl udi ng " the  thou sands of terre i ros  ( meet i ng p l ace s ) 

1 7Read , Brazi l 1 980 , p .  1 3 .  

1 8o .  C i ri l o  Fo l ch Gomes , O . S.B . , ed . Macumba-Cu l tos  Afro­
Bras i l e i ros , by Va l del i C arva l ho  da Costa  S . J .  ( Sao Pau l o; Edi <;oe s  
Paul i nas , 1 9 76 ) , p .  3 7 . 

1 9wi 1 l i am R .  Read , V i ctor M .  Monterroso , and H armon A. 
Johnson,  Lat i n Ameri can c hurch Growth ( Grand Rap i ds : W i l l iam B .  
Eerdmans Publ 1sh1ng Company , 1969), p .  2ol . 
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t h at pop up over ni ght . " 20 0 1 Garmon 1 s f i gures s how a 20 percent i n-

crease of  sp i  r i  t i  sm  i n  on ly  n i ne years when compared t o  Read and 

I neson 1 S of  1 968 . Now much of  th i s " i ncrease "  cou l d  wel l be a 

w i l l i ngness  t o  be counted as a s p i ri t i st wh i ch h ad not been true  

earl i er ,  but  h ow muc h , i s  not known . Wh at i s  known , i s  that s p i ri tism 

h a s  i ncreased . 

The Protestant c hurch has  found fert i l e  ground i n  Braz i l and 

i s  rapi d l y  growi ng . P o l l s  i nd i cate that there are now more act i v e  

Protest ants than act i ve  C atho l i c s . 2 1  T h e  Protestants are d i v i ded i nt o  

numerous  denomi n at i on s ,  but they c an be  1 umped i nto  two mai n groups , 

the trad i ti ona l  denomi n at i ons  such  as Lutheran , Pre s byteri an , Meth -

odi  st , C ongregati  ana  1 and Bapt i st , and the P entecost  a 1 denomi nat i ons  

s uc h  as  the Assemb l i es of  God and the Four Square Gos pe l . The Mi s -

s i onary C hurch i s  b as i c a l l y  a tradi t i ona l  denomi nat i on wi th  heavy 

Pentecost a 1 undertones . Most Protestants are Pentecosta  1 .  Brazi  1 1 s 

l argest denomi n at i on i s  the Assemb l i es of God . 22  

E conomi c St atu s  

Braz i l s t i l l  h a s  l arge number s  o f  i t s  popu l at i on i n  t h e  l ower 

economi c c l a s se s , i t  i s  among these c l asses  that the Pentecosta l s h ave 

grown the fastest .  

20Read , Lati n Ameri c an C hurch Growth5 p .  25 . 

2 1 Read , Braz i l 1 980 , p .  1 4 .  

?2 . � Read , Braz1 l 1 980 , pp . 1 7-22 . 
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As i s  true i n  most soc i et i e s , the h i gher the  educati ona l , 
economi c ,  f i n anc i a l , and c u l t ura l  l eve l of an i nd i v i dual , t he 
1 ess  respons i ve he  s eems to  be to  the  Gaspe 1 mes s age . . . . 
Growth of the  Protestant church has  been gre atest among the  
masses - those  peop l e  who  suffer economi c ,  soci a l , and 
educ at i on a l  i nequa l i t i es and are not part i c i p at i ng i n  a fu l l  
measure i n  the  money economy . 23 

Read and I neson i n  Brazi l 1 980 , s ay t h at the way of c om-

mun i cati ng the Gospel  so  that i t  reaches  the l ower c l asses  genera l l y  

makes i t  a n  unsu i tab l e  method  to  reach mi ddl e o r  upper c l asses .24 T h i s 

i s  probab l y  one reason t h at the  Pentecostal s h ave not fai red we l l 

among mi dd l e  and upper c l asses  whi l e  the tradi t i on a l  denomi nat i ons 

have done wel l wi t h  the  mi ddl e  c l asses  but not done near l y  as we l l  

wi th  the  poorer ones . Th i s ,  of course , fi ts  i nto  the  i de a of homo­

geneou s  uni t s . The homogeneous un i t i s  a group i n  whi ch persons c an 

feel comfort ab l e .  They k now that  they are among 110Ur k i nd of fo l k s . 1 1 

There wi l l  be v ari ances of l i kes  and d i s l i kes , att i t udes , h ab i ts and 

opi n i ons  from person to  person . But the  v ar i ati on s  are wi th i n ac-

cepted cu l tura l  l i mi t s . Th i s  group i s  a uni t of  soci ety and has some 

characteri sti cs that are c ommon to  a 1 1  members . A h omogeneous un i t 

th i n k s  of i tse l f as be  1 ong i  ng together . Thi s mean s t h at most soci a 1 

contacts wi  1 1  be  wi th  those  of the  un i t as  wi 1 1  fri end sh i ps ,  and 

marri ages , so i nd i v i du a l s h ave  l i ne s  of i nt i macy wi th  others i n  the i r  

soc i  a 1 groupi ng . Consequent l y  when one person accepts  Chri st , those  

i n  his h omogeneous un i t wi  1 1  1 i sten to t h at person more read i ly than  

another . 

2 3Read , Braz i l 1 980 , p .  1 1 . 

24Read , Brazi l 1 980 , p .  1 1 . 
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Educ at i ona l , economi c ,  and even l anguage d i fferences can be 

i n  the extreme i n  Brazi  1 , so they must be t aken i nt o  con s i derat i on 

i n  any evange 1 i zat i on att empt . The trad i ti on a 1 denomi n at i ons  started 

thei r work among the poor , l ower c l asses  and "wi t h  few except i ons  

genera l l y  res u l ted i n  churches i n  the l ower mi ddl e c l asses  after two 

or three generat i ons . Through the force s  of educat i on ,  economy , and 

s oc i a l  evo l ut i on these  c hurches moved s l owl y upward t hrough vari o u s  

cyc l es . "  Read goes o n  to  say that i t  i s  d i ff i c u l t  f o r  good Chri st i an s  

not t o  r i se , but i n  that r i s i ng ,  c hurches often separate themsel ves  

from the  reachab l e  mu l t i t udes .25  

Protestant H i stori c a l  Devel opment 

Brazi l ,  l i ke most L at i n  Ameri can countri e s , has been h i s -

tori c a l l y  a R oman C atho l i c  country .  I nd eed , for over 300 years t h e  

Roman C atho l i c  Church  was t h e  on l y  rel i g i ou s  organ i zat i on a l l owed i n  

Brazi l .  The i mmi grat i on of German Prote stant s i nto  Braz i l has  changed 

th i s ent i re scen e .  

Lutherans 

German Lutherans began i mmi grat i ng i nto  Brazil i n  1 823 and 

by 1 83 7  h ad organ i zed the fi rst Protestant church  ( th i s does not i n ­

c l ude  c h urches that the Dutch  bu i l t  duri ng thei r aborted conquest of  

Brazi  1 or of the  French Huguenots who tr i ed  to  found  a co l  any near 

2 5w; 1 1  i am R .  Read , Nev1 Pattern s of C hurch Growth i n  Braz i l 
( Grand Rapi d s : Wil l i am B .  Eerdmans  Publishing Company , 1965), pp . 222-
223 . 
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present day Ri o de J anei ro , but were forced out) . 26 The German or­

g an i zed themse 1 ves under a 1 ay mi ni stry and 1 ater German mi ni sters 

j o i ned them . 27 

The L ut heran c hurch stayed un i ted unt i l 1 890 when a l oc a l 

past or 1 eft the  "mother .. churc h , and wi th i n a few years asked the  

Luthern Mi s souri  Synod to  send mi s s i onary he  1 p .  Th i s was  done i n  

1 899 . The mi s s i on estab 1 i s hed a semi n ary i n  Porto A 1 egre , and soon  

formed a Lutheran denomi n at i on c a l l ed the  E vange l i ca l  Lutheran Church  

Of B . 1  28 r az1 . 

The Ameri c a l Lutheran C h urch beg an s endi ng  mi s s i on ari es to  

Brazi l i n  1 958  t o  the  p arent Lutheran body c a l l ed the  E v angel i c a l  

Church  o f  Lut heran C onfes s ion i n  Brazi l .  These mi .s s i i  ci n ari  e s  work i n  

cooperati on wi t h  the  nat i ona l  c h urch and serve i n  vari ous  functi ons . 2 9  

I n  general , the Lutherans h ave kept to  the  German - Brazi li an 

communi t i es and h av e  not tri ed t o  evange l i ze other group s . I ts 

membersh i p  i s  l arge l y  nomi na l . They 1 eave nearly a 1 1  the respon-

s i b i l i t i es for  church work wi th  t he pastor . Th i s i n  i ts e l f stunts  

c hurch growth , b ut  Lutherans h ave  about 300 , 000 c ommun i c ant members  

wi th  a quarter of t hem i n  t he  Evange 1 i c a  1 Luthern Churc h . Most  

26Read , Braz i l 1 980 , p .  1 8 .  

2 7Read , Brazi l 1 980 , p .  26 . 

28Read , Brazi l 1 980 , p .  26 . 

29Read , Braz i l 1 980' p .  2 7 . 
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Lutherans l i ve i n  the south . 30 

Congregat i onal i sts  

The  E vange 1 i ca  1 Congregat i on a 1 Churc h  i n  Braz i l st arted i n  

1 855 wi th  a Scott i sh Presbyteri an mi n i ster . I t s  efforts h ave been 

i n  R i o de  Jane i ro ,  Anapo l i s ,  and Rec i fe areas of Brazi l .  It has been 

characteri zed by sma l l c hurches and s l ow growth . 

years , the church has  on ly  50 , 000 members . 3 1  

After over 1 00 

The E vange l i ca l  Uni on of  South Ameri ca  g i ves mi s s i onary sup-

port t o  th i s churc h , but i t  i s  more of  a s erv i c e  mi s s i on work i ng i n  

bookstores , school s ,  B i b l e i nst i t utes  and the l i ke . 32 

Presbyteri an s 

Short l y  before the Ameri can  C i v i l War broke out , the Pre s ­

byteri an C hurch  i n  t h e  Un i ted States  o f  Ameri c a started work i n  R i o 

de  J anei ro . Work was d i ff i cu l t i n  t he  c i ty ,  but rural  areas were 

respons i ve .  I n  1 86 9 ,  mi s s i onari e s  from the  Presbyteri an C hurch i n  

the  Un i t ed St ates  ( Southern ) beg an work i n  Camp i nas  ( a  c i ty about 50 

mil es  northwest of S ao Pau l o ) . It was i n  conj unct i on wi th  the work 

i n  R i o de J ane i ro ,  these two works merged to form the  Presbyter i an 

30Read , Brazi l 1 980 , p .  2 7 . 

3 1 Read , Brazi l 1 980 , p .  2 5 .  

32Read , Braz i l 1 980 , p .  25 . 
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C hurch of Braz i 1 .  33  

Fri cti on deve  1 oped  between mi s s i onary and  Brazi  1 i an church  

1 eaders h i  p and  i n  1 903 many Brazi  1 i ans  pu l l ed out and  formed the  

I ndependent Presbyteri an Churc h . 34 

The Presbyteri an C h urch of Brazi l and the mi s s i onari e s  devi s ed 

a p l an i n  1 9 1 6  t o  avo i d dup l i c ati on  of efforts .  I t  ca l l ed on the mi s­

s i onari e s  to  p 1 ant new c h urches and h and them over to  the nat i on a 1 

c hurch when they became se l f support i ng ,  as wel l as estab l i s h needed 

i nsti tut i ons  such  as schoo l s and hospi t al s .  The nat i onal  c hurch was 

respon s i b l e  for runn i ng the nat i onal  organ i zat i on and for further i ng 

the  a l ready estab l i s hed c hurc he s . W i th  th i s d i v i s i on of l abor , 

Presbyteri an mi s s i ons  not on ly  st arted many new churches , but bu i l t  

up  a strong educat i on a 1 program that has  1 ed many Presbyteri ans t o  

be l ooked up t o  i n  Brazi l i an soc i ety . 35 

Both the  denomi n at i ons  h ave  cont i nued to  grow , but w ith  t he 

adopt i on  of the  Brazi l P l an ,  the ori g i na l  c hurch has  grown faster . 36 

There are s everal other smal l Presbyteri an denomi nat i on s . 

They are usua l l y  1 i mi ted to  the  South or Southeast whi  1 e the  other 

33Read , Brazi l 1 980 , p .  2 8 .  

34Read , New Pattern s , p .  57 . 

35Read , New Patterns ,  pp . 84-89 . 

36Read , New P atterns" pp . 1 1 4- 1 1 5 .  



1 .7 .  

two are found throughout Brazi 1 .  Sti 1 1 , more than 65  percent of it s 

300 , 000 members are the  Southeast . 37 

Methodist 

Circuit riding preac hers c aused the Methodists  to  grow phe­

nomenal l y in the United States  and this same method was used to  st art 

the  Meth odists in Brazil in 1 867 . These activities were centered in 

the  states of Sao Pau l o ,  Minas Gerais , Rio de J aneiro , and Rio Grande 

do Su l , however , the  mis s ionaries soon moved into the  estab l ishment 

of a l arge institutional  program of education . The energy and 

finances to  sustain this program caused the  Methodist s t o  c ut back 

on c hurch p l anting , thus  this church has  not grown as much as it cou l d  

have . I t s  80 , 000 members are l oc ated main l y  in the  Southeast . 38 

Baptists  

Southern Baptists  opened their Brazil ian work in 1 88 1  in Rio 

de Janeiro , but now have churches in every state  and terri tory of 

Brazil , under the Brazil ian Baptist C onvention . This church  is the  

umbre l l a  under which miss ionaries of many different types of  Baptist 

denominations  and mis sion s  now wor k , but Southern  Baptist s stil l make 

up  a l most  h a l f of the 700 Baptist missionaries working in Brazi1 . 39 

3 7Read , Brazil 1 980 , p .  29 . 

38Read , Brazil 1 980 , p .  2 7 . 

39Read , Brazil 1 980 , p .  25 . 
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Thi s  c hurch has put a heavy emphas i s  on evangel i sm and i s  

growi ng rapi d l y ,  but most l y  among the mi dd l e c l as s .  E s t i mates of i ts 

present member sh i p  exceed 500 , 000 now . 40 

The Assemb ly of God 

Thi s c hurch i s  the succ e s s  story of Brazi l .  I t  began i n  1 9 1 1 ,  

by 1 930 , i t  had 1 4 , 000 members . 4 1  The growth d i d n o t  stop , for by 

1 940 , the  church had grown to nearly 70 , 000 members and by 1 950 t o  

1 60 , 000 members . I n  1 960  they numbered 500 , 000 members42 and i n  1 970 , 

745 , 000 members . 43 A l though fi rm stat i st i cs are hard to  f i nd about 

recent membersh i p ,  the As s emb l y  of God now has  over 3 , 200 , 000 members  

i n  Brazi  1 .  44 

There has  never been many mi s s i onari es  work i ng i n  t h i s churc h . 

I n  1 970 there were o n l y  2 2 , and they v�orked i n  s upport i ve ro l es , i n  

trai n i ng l ay l eader s , and i n  an exten s i ve l i terature program . 45 

Thi s c hurch  rel i es a l mo s t  exc l us i ve l y  on l ay l eadersh i p  for 

c hurch exten s i on  and i t  has  a wi de  appeal among the poor and work i ng 

40Read , Braz i l 1 980 , p .  24 . 

4 1 Fred E .  Edwards ,  The Ro l e  of  The Fai th  Mi s s i on  ( South 
Pasaden a ,  Ca l i forni a :  Wi l l i am Carey Library , 1971), p .  11. 

42 Edwards ,  p .  1 20 .  

43Read , Braz i l 1 980 , p. 32 . 

44oona  l d A .  McGavran , Understandi ng C hurch Growth ( Grand 
Rapi ds : Wi ll i am B .  E erdmans  Publi shing Company , 1980), p .  320. 

45Read , Brazil 1 980; p .  32 . 
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c l asses . 46 

Congregacao Cr i sta  

Loui s Francescon , an i mmi grant from Ita ly  t o  the Uni ted 

St ates , had a Pentecost a 1 exper i ence i n  C h i c ag o  i n  1 907 . Fo 1 1  owi ng 

t h i s experi enc e , he  was 1 ed to work among other It a 1 i ans p 1 ant i  ng 

churches ( the  Chri st i an C hurch of North Ameri c a  came out of thi s )  i n  

Ca l i forn i a  and Pennsyl van i a .  Bec ause of God ' s  defi nate gui di ng , Lou i s 

fe l t  c a l l ed t o  a mi s s i onary journey to  Sout h Ameri ca . He vi s i ted and 

preached i n  I ta l i an beg i nn i ng i n  Buenos  Ai res and l ater Sao Pau l o .  

Sp l i tt i ng a Presbyteri an churc h  i n  the  Bras d i stri ct , Francescon 

st arted a new c hurch c a  1 1  ed the  Congregacao Cri sta no Bras i 1 ,  \vh i ch  

means the Chri st i an Congregat i on of Brazi l . 47 By the 1 930's , the  

c hurch vJas mov i ng more and  more i nt o  the  u se  of Portuguese and th i s  

c h ange c aused i t  to  h av e  i mpact on those  who were not of I tal i an 

descent . 48 

As of 1 973 , the  rapi d l y  growi ng church h ad over 500 , 000 com-

muni cant members , b ut more than  two-th i rds of them l i ve i n  the  

Southeast . 49 

46Read , New Pattern s , pp . 1 32 - 1 34 .  

47c .  Peter Wagner , Look Out! The Pentecosta l s Are Comi ng 
( C aro l Stream , I l l i no i s :  Creati on  House ,  1973), pp . 23-24. 

48Read , Braz i l 1 980 , p .  32 . 

49wagner , p .  24 .  
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Thi s denomi n at i on has no  pai d l e adersh i p ,  s o  a l l church 

act i v i ty i s  done under l ay l eadersh i p .  5
° 

Laymen are the ones who st art 

c hurches . Thi s I be l i eve i s  one of the reason s the church  i s  growi ng  

so fast . 

50
Read , Brazi l 1 980 , p .  33 . 



C HAPTER 3 

THE M I SS I ONARY CHURCH 

Whi l e  OMS offi c i a l l y  entered Brazi l i n  1 950 under C ar l  H ah n ,  

some fru i t of i t s f i rst mi s s i onary f i e l d ( Japan ) had al ready preceded 

i t .  I n  the ear l y  part of the twenti et h  century ,  Brazi l ' s  government  

i nv i ted thous ands of Japanese t o  i mmi grate and by 1 925  over  40 , 000 

had . Most of them sett l ed  i n  the state  of Sao Paul o .  A sma l l handfu l  

o f  these i mmi grants had been converted under Juj i N akada ( the  l eader 

and fi r st b i shop  of OMS's J apanese churc h ) ,  and the i r desi re wi th the  

hero i c efforts of  Takeo Monobe , a mi s s i onary sent from Japan , founded 

the Japanese Ho l i ness  Church i n  Brazi l .  1 

Unti l Worl d  War I I ,  the  J apanese Ho l i ne s s  Church stayed wi th i n  

i ts eth n i c group , b ut l aws restri cti ng the  use of the Japanese  

l anguage forced the church  i nt o  the u se  of Portuguese in  Presi dente 

Prudente. W i t h  the  use  of Port uguese i n  the serv i ces , there was no  

reason not to  beg i n to  evange l i ze thei r Portuguese speak i ng nei ghbor s , 

and s o  a two c u l ture c h urch deve 1 oped . Thi s was not a perfect 

so l ut i on to  the prob l em ,  bec ause many of the o l der Japanese i mmi gran t s  

c ou l d  n o t  underst and  Portuguese , and Brazi l i an c u st oms were s o  

marked l y  di fferent from the i rs .  On  the  other s i de of  the  matter , 

1 Fred E .  Edwards ,  The Ro l e of  the  Fai t h  Mi s s i on ( South  
P asadena ,  Ca l i forni a :  Wi l l i am Carey Library , 1971), p .  81. 
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Brazi l i an s  often thought the Japanese too d i fferent from the Brazi l i an 

way of l i fe . Desp i te these  d i fferences , the Brazi l i an part of the  

church grew and  in  1 943 was  organ i zed i nt o  a separate congregat i on . 

Th i s  so l ved many probl ems but the congregati on was i n  need of a 

Brazi l i an pastor . Thi s happened i n  1 945 .2 

L i tt l e  by l i tt l e ,  Brazi l i an s  began t o  come i nt o  the de-

nomi nat i on ,  and  as new congregat i on s  formed , t h i s process  acce l erated . 

By the  ear l y  1 9501 s ,  there were enough Brazi l i an members and con­

gregat i on s , that the  Braz i l i an pastors began to  pus h  the  denomi nat i on  

towards a more Brazi l i an stanc e . Thi s d i d not s i t  wel l  wi th the  

Japanese who fe l t  the nec es s i ty to  ho l d on to  the i r c u l t ure , l anguag e , 

( after the  war , the  J apanese cau l  d agai n ho  1 d servi ces  i n  J apane s e , 

whi ch they d i d )  and denomi nat i ona l  organi zat i on .  W i t h  the  confl i ct 

i n  cu l t ures , the  Brazi l i an s  1 coked at the  J apanes e  as bei ng u n ­

reasonably stubborn . T h e  mi d 1 950 1 s s aw t h i s s i tuat i on worseni ng. 

Of the th i rteen organi zed c h urches of  the denomi n at i on ,  four of them 

were a l l Brazi l i an s . Both Brazi l i an and J apanese fe l t  t h at i t  was  

on l y  a matter of t i me before the  Brazi l i an s  cou l d  force  the de-

nomi nat i on i nt o  a more Brazi l i an pos i t i on by s heer n umber s . Th i s  

cou l d  have caus ed a rupture i n  c hurch re l at i ons  wh i ch was not wanted 

on e i ther s i de so i n  1 956 , the J apanese Ho 1 i ness C hurch ch anged i ts 

name to  the E vange 1 i c a  1 Ho  1 i ness  Churc h  of B razi 1 and formed i t se l f  

i nto  two wi ngs , Japanese , and Brazi l i an . 3 Both groups  benefi ted s o  

2Edwards ,  p p . 82-83 . 

3 Edwards ,  p .  83 . 
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we l l from th i s  d i v i s i on that they dec i ded to make a fri end l y ,  l eg a l , 

break between the  two wi ngs . Thi s happened i n  J anuary of 1 95 8 .
4 

The Brazi  1 i an wi ng became The Ho 1 i ness  Church , Brazi 1 i an Wi ng . Four 

years 1 ater , the  c hurch adopted " The  Mi s s i onary C hurch " as i ts n ew 

name . 5 

The new denomi nati on  was " adopted" by OMS as i t s  own , b ut 

whi l e  The Mi s s i onary C hurch too k  a s pec i al  p l ace wi th  OMS , the de­

nomi nati on fel t i ndependent . I n  fact , The Mi s s i onary Church 1 ean ed 

heavi 1 y on OMS for both f i  nanci  a 1 support of i ts pastors  and the  

fund i ng  and l eadi ng of  the evangel i st i c  teams . 

The churc h  grew . Members h i p h ad a conti nuous  upward growth . 

( Tab l e  # 1 ) .  Th i s was not numeri ca l l y  astoni s h i ng , b ut i t s  decad a l  

growth rate was . It i s  t o  be  expected that when a c h urch starts wi th  

a h andf u l  of  members ,  the  addi t i on of  a few more members wou l d  make 

an i mpres s i ve  growth rate . The Mi s s i onary C hurch thus  h ad a dec ada l  

growth rate of  1 , 1 70% duri ng the f i rst  decade of  i t s  exi stence . It 

grew from 92 members i n  1 956  to 1 , 1 85 members i n  ten years . The graph 

of members h i p ( graph # 1 ) seems to  break down i nto three sect i on s , 

1 956 -- 1 96 2 , 1 96 2 - - 1 97 1 , and 1 97 1  to the present . 

The f i rst i s  c h aracteri zed by rel ati ve ly  s l ow growth , 

v i rtu a l l y  a l l of that i n  t he fi rst two or perhaps three years . It  

4 Edwards ,  p .  92 . 

5Pedro Kl assen , " A  I grej a Mi s s i on ar i a Esta  Crescendo" ( B . A .  
Degree Papar , I nsti t uto e Semenari o B i b l i co de Londr i n a ,  1 974 ) , p .  
65 . 
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TABL E 1 

M EMBERSHIP O F  THE  MISSIONARY CHURCH 

Yea r Members 

1 956  92  

1 957  207 

1 958 ? 

1959  3 10 

1 960  273  

1961  341  

1 96 2  349 

1963  5 97 

1 964  809 

1 96 5  1 , 005  

1 96 6  1 , 1 85 

1 967  ? 

1 968 1 , 496 

1 96 9  1 , 558  

1 970  1 ,6 1 4  

197 1 1 , 680 

1972  1 ,854 

1973  2 ,07 1 

1 974  2 , 202 

1975  2 ,2 5 1  

1976  2 , 694 



MEMBERSH I P  O F  THE M I S S IONARY CHURCH 

( continued ) 

Yea r 

1977  

1 978  

1979  

1 980 

Members 

2 , 861 

3 , 060 

3 , 6 2 1  

3 , 785 
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c an be noted that despi te a good growth from 1 956 to  1 958 , the next 

three years grew by on l y  t h i rty - n i ne members . The l ac k  of data  for 

1 958 i s  unfort unate i n  tryi ng to anal yze th i s ,  because  there i s  no 

way of knowi ng whether the 1 958  members h i p i s  c l oser to the  1 957  tot a l  

or t h e  1 959. S i  nee 1 958 i s  t h e  year that the Brazi 1 i an Wi ng of t h e  

J anpanese Hol i ness  C hurch became The Mi s s i onary Churc h , t he  stat i sti c s  

wou l d  b e  i nva l uab l e .  I t  seems that even though the  format i on of The 

Mi s s i onary C hurch was done i n  a fri endl y  fas h i on ,  t here were sti l l  

negat i ve effect s that l asted for s ome t i me .  

Ti es  t o  a fore i gn c u l t ure c h urch ( Japanese ) stunted the  

Brazi l i an Wi ng ' s  growth , s i nce that ran  contrary t o  the  pri nc i p l e  of  

homogene i ty .  There are d i st i nct d i fferences between J apanese and 

Brazi l i an cu l t ures whi c h  c an cause  i nadvertant , but bad fee l i ng s. 

A g ood e xamp l e of th i s i s  that of t i me - consci ousness  ·in i ts c i t i es . 

Th i s has  not yet affected the  countrys i d e .  I ndustri a l i zat i on  d i d not 

beg i n unt i l 1 964 and the J apanese Ho l i ness  C hurches were most ly  i n  

t he  country , or i n  rural or i ented town s . The J apanes e  consc i entous l y  

were i n  c hurch by the  set t i me t o  beg i n  the  serv i c e ,  whil e the  

Brazi l i an s  wou l d  beg i n t o  arr i ve  at  that t i me .  I n  the  Brazi l i ans  mi nd  

set , i f  one  arri ved wi th i n twenty mi n utes  of the  marked t i me ,  they 

were on t i me .  To the  J apanes e ,  the  Brazi l i an's att i tude seemed di s ­

respectfu l .  

I n  add i t i on t o  t h e  prob l em of a l ac k  of  homogenei ty ,  the 

church h ad to devel op i t s  own admi n i strat i ve structure whi ch took both 

t i me and manpower . · The manpower factor was further aggravated by the  

fact t h at the church dec i ded to  bu i l d  and  run an  orph anage . 
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The semi - 1  og ari tmi c graph ( graph #4 ) demonstrates even more 

v i v i d l y  the near stagnate rate  of growth duri ng the fi na l  three years 

of th i s sect i on .  Th i s s hows l evel i ng between these years wh i l e  a more 

accurate pi cture waul  d show an i ncreas e . Such a 1 i ne  i ndi cates that 

1 958 wou l d  have had about 290 members . I f  t h i s were the  c ase , the  

denomi nat i on grew more in  1 95 7 - 1 958 than in  the next four years . 

The next sect i on ,  1 962 - 1 9 7 1 , i s  al so  marked by i ni t i a l rap i d  

growth , wi th i ts 1 ast years a 1 s o  s 1 owi ng down . Th i s i s  even more 

obv i ous  i n  the semi - 1  ogari thmi c graphs .  ( Graph #4 and #5 ) . The up-

ward c urve , after an i n i t i al l y  very pos i t i ve swi ng i n  1 962- 1 963 , 

beg i ns.. t o  f l at ten out each year after that unt i l the  end of that 

sect i on .  What l oo k ed s o  pos i t i ve i n  graph # 1 , now l ooks  to be  

seri ous . The M i s s i onary C h urch s hows a year by year drop i n  i t s  rate 

of i ncrease unti l the l as t  year . It d rops from a 7 1  percent i ncrease 

i n  1 96 2 - 1 963 to a 3 . 8  percent i ncrease i n  1 970- 1 97 1 . ( Graph #2 ) .  

Coup l i ng th i s wi t h  a nat i on a l  b i rthrate of 3 percent duri ng th i s t i me ,  

and a heavy i nternal  mi grat i on wh i ch averaged 1 percent o f  t h e  tota l  

popu l at i on  per year i nto  the  areas where T h e  Mi s s i onary C hurch has  

its  c hurches s hows t h at The Mi s s i onary C hurch d id  not k eep up  wi th 

the total popu l at i on  growth for the l ast  three years . 6 

The quest i on that comes to  mi nd i s  why d i d  th i s growth rate 

fal l so drast i c a l l y? Obvi ously part of the  answer i s  that the  l arger 

a denomi nati on , the h arder i t  i s  to  keep up  a h i gh growth rate , so 

6Al oys i o  B i ondi , " 0  Novo Retrato do Pa i s Que Nao se Enxerga , "  
Bras i l Sec u l o  2 1 , I I  ( Ju l y ,  1 980 ) , p .  50 . 
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t h at even i f  a c h urch keeps i ncreas i ng it s membersh i p  by increas i ng 

numbers , i t s  rate  of growth c an fa 1 1 .  Every year i f  a h undred new 

members are added , i t  makes a sma l l er percentage of the  who l e .  Both 

mi s s i on ar i es  and churc h  l eaders h ave an exp l anat i on for th i s fal l i n  

annua 1 growth rat e , but i t  bo i  1 s down t o  the  fact  t h at i n  the  ear 1 y 

1 960 ' s  Pentecosta 1 s began t o  be not i ced i n  Brazi  1 for thei r growt h , 

and Mi s s i onary C hurch l eaders wanted t h at k i nd of growth . Some of 

these  1 eaders brought i n  Pentecosta 1 preachers and c ustoms such as 

hand c l appi ng , l oud prayers ,  and a l ot of emot i ona l i sm .  OMS mi s ­

s i onari e s  became deep ly  concerned . The concern t urned t o  a convi cti on 

t h at th i s i nf l uence was wrong and OMS personn e l , espec i a l l y  those i n  

I . S . B . L .  worked agai nst  i t .  Fri cti on deve l oped , and worsened unt i l 

the  d i sti n ct poss i b i l i ty of a s p l i t  between the  c hurch and mi s s i on 

arose . God brought a reconci 1 i ati on  between the  1 eaders of the two 

factions , but s ome pastors cou l d  not bel i eve that the mi s s i onary 

leader was real l y  s i ncere . I n  an effort to  he l p  heal  the  wound s , that 

mi s s i onary returned home to  work at headquarters for the next four 

years . 

The th i rd sect i on ,  ( Graph #5 ) 1 97 1  and 1 980 , s h ows a general l y  

upward ri s e . O n ly  1 97 5  s eems t o  be out of the  norma 1 pattern , but 

1 ooki ng  c l o ser the years 1 972- 1 975  h av e  the s ame 1 eve 1 i ng off curve 

as  i s  seen i n  1 957- 1 959 and s i mi l ar to  the one i n  1 968- 1 97 1 . Yet the  

d i fference ends  there . A 1 ook at the rate of growth for those  years 

( Graph #3 ) s hows t h at on l y  one year had a growth rate of under s i x  

percent ( 1 974- 1 97 5 ) and the  average yearl y  growth was 9 .  3 percent . 

The l ast  four years aver age a year l y  growth of a l i ttle over 8 . 6  

Portland Center library 
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TABL E  2 

ORGAN I ZED CHURCHES OF THE M I S S I ONARY CHURCH 

Yea r OMS S ta tistics Mis s ionary Churc h  
Statis tics 

1956 4 4 

1 957  4 4 

1 958 ? ? 

1959  5 5 

1 960 6 6 

1 961  7 7 

1 962 7 7 

1 963 9 9 

1 964 ? ? 

1 965 18  13  

1 966 1 3  1 5  

1 967 ? ? 

1 968 24  15  

1 969 1 5  1 6  

1 970  19  19  

1 97 1  24  ? 

1972  24  24  

1 97 3  2 9  29 

1974 34 34 

1 975  34  43 
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ORGAN I ZED C HURCH E S  OF  THE  M I S S I ONARY CHURCH 

( continued ) 

Yea r OMS Statistic s �li s s  i onary Church 
Statis tics 

1 976 39 39  

1977  46 46 

1978 50 50 

1979 49 50  

1 980  54 54 
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percent . W i th  a popul  at i an growth rate of th i s t i me frame of bare l y  

over two percent and a decrease i nterna 1 mi grati on , any growth above  

three percent wou l d  be above bi o l ogi c a l  growth . 

Growth c an come i n  three ways : bi o 1 og i  c a  1 that i s  through 

bri ng i ng up c h i l dren i n  the  church; through transfer i ng  i n  from other 

c hurches;  and  t hrough ev  ange 1 i sm .  A h e  a 1 thy church s hou  1 d be ab 1 e 

to  keep most of i ts ch i l dren , but the  bul k  of i t s  growth s hou l d  be 

through evange l i sm .  Unfortunat e l y ,  except for 1 957 , there  are no  

stat i st i c s  o n  convers i ons  for  The Mi s s i onary C hurch but there are  

stat i st i cs for " Seeker s "  ( tab l e  #3 ) and for  " Bapt i sms " ( t abl e #4 ) .  

Seekers are those  who sought the  Lord , and do n ot necessar i l y  equa 1 

convert s , a l t hough that wou l d be  true w i t h  most of them . Pedro 

Kl assen , present dean of I . S . B . L .  made a study i n  1 974  on The Mi s-

si  o nary C hurch . He  equate s  seekers  wi th  convert s , but h a s  thi s to  

s ay .  

We must recogn i ze t h at t h i s i s  not very fai thfu l t o  
real i ty because of t h e  fact t h at t h e  stat i st i cs i n  t h i s area 
a l so  are not sound . In genera l , the workers  i n  thei r reports ,  
presented an approx i mate number of converts i n  round numbers . 
For t h i s reason , t here i s  n o  exact number of convert s . St i l l ,  
the  numbers t hat we have are not so  far from real i ty that they 
c annot serve as a bas e  for some con s i derat i ons .? 

Pedro K l a ssen was  deep ly  concerned i n  t he  four year fa l l of convert s 

from 1 969 to 1 973 . Ttre number of converts h ad fa 1 1  en t o  a ten year 

l ow .  He  conc l udes h i s eva l uat i on of the stat i st i c s  by these remark s .  

7 Kl assen , p .  74 . 
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TABLE  3 

SEEKE RS IN THE  MISSIONARY CHURCH 

Year 0�1S Statistic s Mis sionary Churc h  
Statistics 

1 956 28 28 

1957 41 4 1  

1958 ? ? 

1959 340 340 

1 960 344 344 

1 961 443 443 

1 962 ? 443 

1 963 1 , 463 1 , 463 

1964 ? 1 , 120  

1 965 '993 880 

1 966 942 942 

1967 ? ? 

1 968 1 , 1 2 5  1 , 137  

1 969 2 , 572  2 ,672 

1970 1 , 995 1 , 995 

1 97 1  1 ,084 ? 

1972  1,469 1 , 489 

1973 800 7 50 

1 974  797  797  

1975  942 942 
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SEEKERS IN THE MISSIONARY CHURCH 

( contin ued ) 

Yea r OMS Statis tic s  Mis s ionary Church 
Sta tistics 

1976  1 , 57 1 1 , 57 1 

1977  no record no record 

1978  no  record no record 

1979  no record no  record 

1 980 no record no record 
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I n  1 97 3  the number of converts has  fal l en to  on ly  750 .  
This is  the  l owest figure in  ten  year s . This is  to  s ay t h at 
each one of our organized c hurches won on ly  2 5  sou l s in 1 97 3 . 
I t  a l s o  s ays that it took  a l most  four bel ievers t o  win each 
convert in 1 973. 8 

B aptism is a necess ary ordinance of The ��; ssi  onary C hurc h , 

s o  a l l those  who h ave  not been baptized , in a Protest ant churc h , mu st  

be  baptized before entering into membership with The  Mis sionary 

C h urch . Thus the  figures o n  baptism wou l d corres pond f air l y  wel l with 

those  evangel ized , converted , discip l ed ,  and brought into the  churc h . 

I n  Jesus•  p ar abl e of the  four soil s ,  we l earn that not a l l 

persons wi 1 1  accept God • s Word and fewer sti 1 1  wi 1 1  persevere . That 

must be part of  the  cone 1 u s  ion in comparing the Seekers with the  

Baptized . Often  t here are three , four , or five times as  many Seekers 

as  those  B aptized . There is the  possibil ity that s ome Seekers cou l d  

h ave gone bac k  into sin , and h ave  been  counted a s  a Seeker sever a 1 

times during a three or four year period , but the  most obvious con­

c l usion is that the  c hurch fail ed to nurture the  new born babes , and  

they died . Stil l ,  The Missionary C hurch has  baptized 5 , 475 in -

dividual s since 1 956 , and that is not counting the  four years with 

n o  statistic s . 

There are more persons who. were baptized t h an the  active 

members in the  c hurch ( 5 ,  475 v s . 3 ,  785 ) . These reasons inc 1 ude: 

death , transfer t o  other denomin ations ,  returning to  t heir past sin s , 

and not becoming a member after baptism . As the  c h urch  grows ol der , 

8Kl assen , p .  7 8 .  
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TABLE  4 

BAPTISMS IN THE MISSIONARY CHURCH 

Yea r Bapti sms 

1956  1 5  

1 957  1 9  

1 958 ? 

1959  31  

1 96 0  3 1  

1961  77  

196 2  1 8  

196 3  1 64 

1 964 ? 

1 96 5  18 1 

1 966  286 

1967 ? 

1968 270  

196 9  358 

1970  228  

1 97 1  1 33  

1 972  3 1 4  

1973  320  

1974  ? 

1 97 5  2 5 9  

1 976  433 



Year 

1977  

1978  

1979  

1 980  

BAPTI SMS IN  THE  M I SS I ONARY CHURCH 

( continued ) 

Baptisms 

598 

367 

698 

503 

45 . 
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deat h  wi l l  p l ay a l arger ro l e ,  but for now ,  the l argest source of l os s  

i s  through transfer s . One pastor i n  t h e  state o f  M at o  Grosso  com­

p l a i ned that numer i c a l l y  h i s c hurch had  not grown i n  the two years 

t hat he h ad been there , yet he h ad taken i n  over forty new members . 

The probl em was that over forty o l der members  had moved away . 

Church members h i p i s  natural l y  i mport ant i n  f i guri ng church 

growth , but the number of organi zed churches and preac h i ng poi nts are 

a l so  i mportant . ( tabl es  #2 and #5 ) .  There are s ome di screpanci es be­

tween OMS Brazi l F i e l d  stat i st i c s  and The Mi s s i onary Church ' s  

stat i st i c s ,  and wh i l e  both  are recorded , the  author favors The Mi s­

s i onary C hurch ' s  stat i st i c s ,  bec ause  they are  more cons i stent . The 

one except i on i s  the  year 1 975  i n  whi ch the author fee l s t hat the 

d i g i t s  for 34 were i nadvertent l y  swi tched t o  43 , so  for that year 

OMS ' s  s tat i st i c  of 34 i s  accepted . Both s et s  of stat i st i c s  show a 

general l y  upward trend . 

The growth rate ( graph #8 ) for organ i zed churches i s  a heal t hy 

annua 1 rate of 1 1  . 5 percent . I n  numbers  of  c h urches , i t  means that 

The Mi s s i onary Churc h  grew from 1 9  to  54 c hurches i n  ten years . I n  

1 97 1 , 1 97 5 , and 1 97 9  there were n o  new c hurches  organ i zed . 

S i nce many preac h i ng po i nts  deve l op  i nt o  c hurche s , there 

s hou l d  be a corro l at i on between the two . Comp ari ng graph s of the 

number of preac h i ng poi nt s ( graph # 1 1 )  \'li t h  the graph of organ i zed 

churches , ( gr ap h  #6 ) i t  can be seen t h at each year t here was a drop 

of major  proport i ons  i n  preach i ng poi nts  ( 1 961 -62 , 1 970- 7 1 , and 1 978-

79 ) no new churches  were organ i zed . From i 95 7  to  1 980 , The Mi s s i on ary 

Church fai l ed to  organ i ze at l east one new c hurch duri ng the  fol l owi ng 
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TABL E  5 

PREAC H I NG POINTS OF THE  M I SSIONARY CHURCH 

Yea r Preaching points  

1956 4 

1 957 1 3  

1 958 ? 

1959  23  

1960 1 9  

1 961  39  

1962 14  

1963 67 

1964 ? 

1965 64 

1 966 82  

1967 ? 

1 968 1 00 ( 10 1 )  

1 969 105  ( 10 3 ) 

1 97 0  8 4  + ( 1 1 0 )  

1971  56 

1972  66 

1973  ? 

1 97 4  7 4  

1975  8 3  

1 976 1 15 
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PREACH I NG POI NTS OF THE  M I SS I ONARY CHURCH 

( continued ) 

Year Preaching  points 

1977  107  

1 978 1 10 

1979  82  

1 980 93 

* Not a 1 1 c hu rc hes  were recorded by OMS that yea r .  
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years 1 96 1 -62 , 1 964-65 , 1 966-68 , 1 970- 7 1 , 1 974-75  and 1 978-79 . On ly  

i n  1 974-75  was  there an  i ncrease i n  preac h i ng poi nts  but no  i ncrease  

i n  organ i zed c h urche s . Th i s c l ear ly  s hows that the more p l aces t h at 

the  Gospe l  i s  preached , the  more c hurches wi l l  be organ i zed . 

The number of preac h i ng poi nt s  ( graph # 1 1 )  t i e s  i n  very 

c l ose ly  w ith  seekers too ( graph #9 ) . I t  i s  unfortun ate t h at there 

are no f i gures from 1 97 7  to  the  present , yet a p attern between the  

bJo graphs  c an be  d i scerned . -rt i s  s i mp l e :  a r i se  i n  preac h i ng 

poi nts  bri ng s  a r i s e  i n  s eekers . 

Preac h i ng poi nts  h av e  an even c l o ser rel ati on s h i p t o  bapt i sms 

( graph # 1 0 ) . C omp ar i ng the  graphs  of the  two , ( gr aph s #1 0 and # 1 1 ) ,  

one c an see a near l oc k step  rel at i on s h i p up  unt i l 1 972  v1hen  the two 

vary more . Organi zed churches ( graph #6 ) do not have such a rel at i on ­

sh i p .  I t  i s  i nterest i ng to see t h at the  two years ( 1 965 and 1 966 ) 

t hat stat i st i c s  separated bapti sms between the  c hurches and the  

preac h i ng poi nts , preac h i ng poi nts h ad over 36  percent of  a l l 

bapt i sms , and i n  1 966 they h ad a l most  h a l f  of them . I f  t h i s were t o  

be true throughout , i t  wou l d  be i mpres s i ve i ndeed , but there i s  no  

way of  knowi ng . 

Sunday schoo  1 s are started where preac h i ng poi nt s h ave bee n  

successfu l ,  so  they h ave p l ayed an i mportant part i n  t h e  l i fe o f  T h e  

Mi s s i onary Churc h .  I n  fact , except for the  fi rst  year , there h av e  

been mm�e Sunday Schoo 1 s t h a n  organ i zed churche s . Th i s  c a n  mean that 

Sunday s choo 1 s grow i nt o  organzi ed c hurches , but t hat can on 1 y be a 

pos s i bi l i ty .  Unti l 1 97 7 , Sunday schoo l  enro l l ment ran ahead of church 
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TABLE  6 

SUNDAY SCHOOLS OF THE  MISSIONARY CHURCH 

Year OMS Statistics  Mis s i ona ry Churc h  
Sta tistic s  

1 956 ? 2 

1957  6 6 

1 958 ? ? 

1 95 9  1 1  1 1  

1 960 17 18  

1961  1 9  1 9  

1 96 2  1 8  1 6  

1 963  ? 20  

1 964 ? 32 

1 965  40 ? 

1 966  34  39 

1 967 ? ? 

1 968 ? 43 

1 969 49 40 

1970 ? 42 

197 1 44 ? 

1972  39  42 

1973 46 46 

1 974  45 ? 

1 975  45 53  
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SUNDAY SCHOOL S  OF THE MISSIONARY CHURCH 

( continued ) 

Year OMS Statistics Miss ionary Church  
Statistic s  

1 976 61 61 

1977  53  53  

1 978  53  53  

1 97 9  5 2  52 

1 980  54 ? 
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TABL E  7 

SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 

Yea r Sunday School  

1 956 1 5 1  

1 957  199  

1 958 ? 

1959  577  

1 960 754 

1961  904 

1 962 872  

1 963 1076 

1964 167 5  

1 965 1 3 5 1  

1 966 1897 

1 967 ? 

1 968 ? 

1 969 2070 

1 970  ? 

1 97 1  1 933  

1972  2262 

1 97 3  2492 

1 974  2 5 1 2  

1975  . 2241  

1 976 2734 



Year 

1977 

1 978  

1979  

1 980  

SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 

( continued ) 

Sunday School  

2886 

2925  

2 966 

3 2 1 3  

56.  
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membersh i p ( note tabl es #7 and # 1 ) .  In  the  ear l y  year s , Sund ay 

school  enro l l ment often ran over twi ce  as h i gh as church membersh i p ,  

but from 1 966 to 1 977  the two drew c 1 o ser and c 1 oser  together cu 1 -

mi nat i ng wi t h  the  two bei ng v i rtua l l y  equal  from 1 97 5  to  1 97 7 . From 

1 97 7  to 1 97 9  { the l ast d ate for whi ch Sund ay schoo l enro l l ment i s  

av ai l abl e )  c hurch members h i p passed Sunday school  enro l l ment and i n­

creased i ts l ead . Thi s g i ves  the  i mpress i on that Sund ay schoo l , i n  

and of i t se  1 f ,  d i d  not bri ng up  church membersh i p .  Th i s i mpres s i on 

however , may not be true . Sunday schoo l s  were more c l ose l y  t i ed t o  

preac h i ng poi nt s  t h an they are today .  But i n  the 1 ate 1 960 ' s  thi s 

c h anged . Numbers of Sunday schoo  1 s s how 1 i tt 1 e c hang e  from 1 966 t o  

1 97 2  { gr ap h  # 1 2 ) . In 1 97 3 ,  Sunday schoo l s were agai n ga i ni ng i n  

numbers , but there no l onger was such  a t i e  i nt o  preac h i ng poi nts . 

The Mi s s i onary C hurch does not now l oo k  at i t s  Sund ay schoo l s 

as  a way of growth . Sunday schoo l  i s  pri mari l y  a too l  of educat i ng 

C hri st i ans and thei r fami l i es ,  as  wel l as  h av i ng Chri st i an fel l owshi p .  

Both average Sund ay schoo l  attend ance and average worsh i p  

serv i c e  attendanc e  f i gures caul  d have been useful  but they were not 

kept except for a few year s ,  whi ch makes ana l ys i s use l e s s . 

Two stat i st i c s  that can h ave  an effect i n  c hurch growth are 

numbers  of pastors , bot h  ordai ned and 1 ay- pastors , and numbers of 

mi s s i onari es . These stat i st i c s  are avai l abl e .  There i s  aga i n  some 

di screpancy between mi s s i on and church stati st i c s , but most years 

agree . 

Stat i st i cs s how , { t abl e # 8 )  and the  graph { graph # 1 4 )  

demonstrates a genera l l y  upward trend i n  tot a l  number of pastors unt i l 
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TAB L E  8 

PASTORS OF  THE  M I S S I ONARY CHURCH 

Yea r O rda i ned  Lay- Pa stors Total 

1 956  0 4 4 

1 957  1 3 4 

1 958 ? ? ? 

1959  2 6 8 

1 960  4 6 10  

1961  7 3 10  

1 962  7 4 1 1  

1963 9 9 18 

1 964 ? ? ? 

1 965  9 ( 8 ) *  9 ( 14 )  1 8  ( 22 )  

1 966 1 1  1 1  22 

1967 ? ? ? 

1 968 9 ( 9 )  10  ( 7 )  1 9  ( 16 )  

1969 11 ( 12 )  1 1  ( 10 )  2 2  ( 2 2 ) 

1970 9 ( 1 3 )  9 ( 10 )  18 ( 23 )  

1971 1 5  1 5  30 

1972  15  9 24 

1973 ? ? ? 

1 974  12  1 1 3  

1975  1 2  9 2 1  

1 976  1 3  1 1  24 
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PASTORS  O F  THE M I SS I ONARY CHURCH  

(conti nued ) 
Year Orda i ned Lay- Pa s tors Tota l 

1977  13  1 0  2 3  

1 978  2 1  1 1  32 

1979  24  13  37 

1 980 2 3  1 7  40 

* Those  i n  parenthes i s  a re s ta t i st i cs  from The Mi s s i onary Church fi l es 

tha t d i ffer from OMS stati s t i c s . 
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1 97 1 , fol l owed by a s harp three year dec l i ne , reac h i ng a l ow of 

th i rteen pastor s . From 1 974 to  1 980 , t here has  been a s h arp  r i se  more 

t h an maki ng up for  the  prev i ous  three year dec l i ne .  

Obvi ous l y ,  a s harp dec 1 i ne i n  pastors must affect a de­

nomi nat i on ,  but  membersh i p stat i st i cs show a ga i n of 348  duri ng th i s  

t i me .  What s hows up  i s  a s h arp  decrease i n  preach i ng poi nts  and an  

extreme l y  s harp decrease i n  conver s i ons  ( seekers ) a s  wel l as i n  

b apti sms . C l e ar l y ,  the more pastors there are , the  more preach i ng 

poi nts  c an be estab l i s hed , resu l t i ng i n  more conversi on s  and bapt i sms . 

There are not enough ordai ned pastors to  fi l l  each church pu l p i t unl ess 

some pastors h ave severa l  c hurches so th i s l i mi t s  how much t i me they 

c an spend i n  estab 1 i s h i  ng preac h i ng poi nts . L ay-pastors are however 

l i mi ted  to one church wh i ch i s  u sua l l y  a sma l l one . He then has t h e  

t i me · to estab l i sh s everal  preac h i ng po i nts .  Consequent l y ,  the  sharp 

drop i n  l ay-pastors  hurts the denomi n at i on ' s  evange l i st i c outreach 

i n  a proport i onate l y  l arge amount . Al though there i s  a l ac k  of dat a 

on mis s i onary numbers ( t ab  1 e #9 ) from 1 964 through 1 968 , appearances  

s uggest there was l i tt l e  ch ange e i ther way i n  thei r numbers . However , 

wh i l e  t he  numbers of pastors  were fa l l i ng ( 1 97 1 - 1 974 ) , mi s s i onary 

personnel was r i s i ng from 1 969  through 1 972  ( graph # 1 5 ) . 

I n  Brazi l ,  few OMS mi s s i onari e s  h ave been pri mari l y  i nvol ved 

i n  evange l i sm ,  so i t  i s  understandab l e  that they h ave  not h ad a di rect 

i mp act  on church evange l i sm and growth . Thi s i s  a major  weaknes s .  

The mi s s i on ,  i f  i t  i s  trul y  concerned w ith  church growt h , must put 

more personne l  i nt()  evange l i sm .  I f  noth i ng e l se  i s  done but the  

i nsp i rat i on and  cha l l enge of n at i ona l  l eaders to  evange l i ze .  
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TABL E  9 

OMS M I S S I ONAR I ES 

Year Number 

1 956  14  

1 957 15 

1 958 ? 

1 959  14  

1 960 1 1  

1961  1 2  

1 962  1 5  

1 963  14 

1 964  ? 

1 965  ? 

1 966 ? 

1 967 ? 

1 968  ? 

1 96 9  1 3  

1970  1 5  

1 97 1  1 7  

1 97 2  2 0  

1973  17  

1 974  17  

1 97 5  1 3  

1 97 6  1 6  



Year 

1 977  

197 8  

1 97 9  

1 980 

OMS M I S S I ONARI ES 

( conti nued ) 

Number 

18  

19  

18 

1 1  

64 . 
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Looki ng at a l l of the  dat a can be confu s i ng ,  but there seems 

to be two strong trends that stand out . The fi rst trend i s  t h at 

membersh i p has  been ti ed t o  organi zed church growth . Brazi l i ans  h av e  

no d i ffi cu l ty accept i ng Chr i st a t  a preach i ng poi nt , but a preach i ng 

poi nt i s  not necessari l y  a permanent th i ng , wh i l e  an organi zed church 

i s .  McGavran s ays i n  The Bri dges of God , that " Peop l es are not goi ng 

to  commi t thei r dest i n i es to  a fa i th  wh i ch i s  here today and gone to-

morrow . " 9 Th i s  h as proven true wi th  The Mi s s i onary Churc h . Even 

wi th  extremel y  l arge convers i on numbers i n  compari son to  the s i ze of 

the denomi nat i on ,  church membersh i p  growth was on ly  a fract ion of those  

who were converted . Perhaps i f  churches h ad been rapi d l y  organi zed 

t here wou l d not h ave  been such a l os s  of the h arvest . 

The other trend has  been ment i oned ear i l er . I t  i s  that both 

conver s i ons  and bapt i sms are t i ed to  the number of preach i ng poi nt s .  

These preach i ng poi nt s  are t i ed to  the pastorat e ,  and i n  part i cu l ar 

t o  the 1 ay-pastors , so dec reases i n  1 ay- pastors 1 ead t o  decreases i n  

convers i on s , and the  oppo s i te a l s o  ho l d s  true . 

There are several  n at i ona l  contexual factors that may we l l 

h ave p l ayed a p art i n  The Mi s s i onary Church growth . The mos t  obvi ou s ,  

i s  t hat The Mi s s i on ary Church i s  scattered through the states of  

P aran a ,  S ao P au l o ,  Mato  Gros s o  do  Su l  and  R i o Grande do Su l , a l l of 

wh i c h  h av e  experi enced l arge i nf l uxes of i mmi grants from Brazi l ' s 

Northeast . Whi l e  The Mi s s i onary C hurch does not h ave  a \'/ork i n  that 

area , Those  i mmi grants are more open t o  the  Gospel . An i nt erest i ng 

9oona l d A .  McGavran , The Bri dges of God ( New York : Fri endsh i p 
Pres s ,  1 955 ) ,  p .  46 . 
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a spect of  th i s i s  what Roger Bast i de found i n  h i s study of Afri can  

re 1 i g i  on s  i n  Brazi l . Protest ant i sm has  come to be  1 ooked upon as " t he 

rel i gi on of the book and therefore of a l i terate peop l e . " 1 0  Bast i de 

s ays  that  C atho l i c  pri est s are portrayed as  country h i c k s  on nat i ona l  

med i a ,  wh i l e  Protestant pastors are portrayed as  act i ve  c i ty men , 

g i v i ng a favorab l e  i mpres s i on ,  even among C atho l i c s . 1 1  

Most Mi s s i on ary churches are l oc at ed i n  c i t i es and due  to  the  

exp l o s i ve growth i n  the c i t i e s , the  churches h ave added new members . 

Some i nst i tuti ona l  factors must a l so  be  cons i dered . Mi s -

s i onary church rel ati ons  were extreme l y  tense i n  t h e  l ate s i xt i es and 

aga i n  i n  1 976 . Dur i ng the f i rst  tense t i me church growth was af­

fected , but i t  d i d  not seem to  be  affected the second t i me .  Two de-

nomi n at i onal  dec i s i on s  were made i n  1 965  that probab l y  had · a 

conf l i ct i ng effect on church growth . One dec i s i on was for the  

d enomi n at i on as a who  1 e t o  mov e  i nt o  soci  a 1 work start i ng  wi th an  

orphanage  a l ready st arted by the  Mar i nga  Regi on . Th i s  was to l ead 

to  sever a 1 other orphanage s , a home for unwed mothers , nurseri es , a 

h a l f-way house for rel eased conv i ct s , and a home for j uveni l l e de-

1 i nquent s . Th i s i s  qui te a work for s uch  a sma 1 1  denomi n at i on ,  and 

h as drai ned money and effort from the  church . Perhaps if they h ad 

not been st arted , the church cou l d  h ave  grown f aster , but the  peopl e  

1 0Roger Bast i de ,  The Afr i c an Rel i g i on s  of Brazi l ,  tran s . He l en 
Sebr a ,  ( Bal t i more : The  John Hopki n s  Un1 versity Pres s , 1978 ) ,  p .  373 . 

1 1 Bast i de ,  pp . 365- 368 . 
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f e lt:  t he  sp i r i tua l  neces s i ty to  reach out and he l p those  i n  need . 1 2  

The other i mportant dec i s i on was t o  make a b i g  push  to u s e  

1 aymen i n  t h e  c hurch . These men wou l d  be encouraged t o  go  i nt o  " the  

ordai ned mi ni stry ,  i f  t hey h ad proved themse l ves c apab l e of  the  

mi n i st ry . .. I n  otherwords ,  if  a l ayman showed promi s e , he  was made 

a l ay pastor and g i ven a preac h i ng poi nt or t o l d  to deve l op one . I f  

h e  succeeded h e  cou l d  b e  ordai ned . 1 3  I n  cons i deri ng how l ay pastors 

c an effect the  rate of c onvers i on s ,  t h i s dec i s i on was  an extreme l y  

v a l uabl e one . 

OMS at one t i me h ad a mi s s i onary who worked on p l ant i ng  

c hurches through  evangel i st i c teams . Th i s was espec i a l l y  useful i n  

start i ng works  i n  t ot a 1 1  y new areas but th i s \'las d ropped by the  

mi s s i on by 1 970 . The Mi s s i onary C hurch started it  u p  agai n on thei r 

own i n  1 973  and i t  l asted unt i l 1 97 8 .  N o t  a l l of  t h e  c hurches  started 

by these  teams h ave  been abl e to succeed , b ut many h ave . 

The pri  nci  p 1 e means of addi ng c hurches  today i s  through 1 ay 

p astors bu i l d i ng up preac h i ng poi nt s .  

1 2McGavran , The Bri dges of  God , p .  65 . 

1 3McGavran , The Bri dges of God , p .  65 . 



C HAPTER 4 

THE BRAZ I L  F I ELD M I SS I ON OF OMS 

Unti l Wor l d  War I I ,  the  Ori ent i a l  Mi s s i on ary Soc i ety h ad 

opened f i e  1 ds o n l y  i n  the  Ori ent , i n  the  countri es  of  J apan , Kore a ,  

and C h i n a .  But trave l s  by Lett i e Cowman , wi fe o f  the s oc i ety • s  

founder , h ad brought her i nt o  contact w i t h  those  i n  need of s a l vat i o n  

i n  other p art s of  t h e  worl d .  H e r  heart was drawn south of the  border 

to  Me xi c o , where crusades were he  1 d ,  a l though no fi e 1 d was opened , 

but the response t o  the Gospel  was so  strong l y  pos i ti ve ,  t h at Mrs .  

Cowman prayed for God to  open up  f i e l d s  i n  Lati n Amer i c a .  1 God d i d 

open the  door t o  OMS , fi rst i n  Co l umbi a ( 1 945 ) , then Braz i l ( 1 950 ) , 

Ecuador ( 1 952 ) and f i na l l y  Hai t i  ( 1 958 ) , a l t hough Mrs . C owman herse l f  

on ly  l i ved to  see  the start of t h i s . 2 

The n ame Ori enta l  Mi s s i onary Soc i ety seemed i nappropri ate for 

a mi s s i on p l ann i ng t o  open fi e l d s  i n  L at i n Ameri ca ,  but the  soc i ety • s  

supporters around the  wor l d knew i t  under i t s  ori g i na l  n ame , and 

chang i ng it  wou l d  cause too much confu s i on so  the s oc i ety created 

another mi s s i onary n ame for i ts Lat i n fi e l ds , the I nter-Amer i c an Mi s ­

s i onary Soci ety . 

1 Fred E .  Edwards , The Ro l e  of The F a i t h  Mi s s i on ( South 
Pasadena , C a l i forni a :  W i l l i am Carey Li brary ,  1971 ) ,  p .  84 .  

2oMS Outreac h , Apri l 1 98 1 , p .  30 . 

69 . 



70 . 

Rev . C . P .  Cu l ver and Dr . Roy Adams made a survey tri p through 

South Ameri c a  i n  1 942 and recommended t h at Brazi l . be OMS ' s  next Lat i n 

f i e l d .  Rev . C u l ver en l i sted the  a i d of the mi s s i on ' s  f i rst nat i ona l  

c o-worker , Rev . Jonathas Thomas de Aqui no i n  1 945 , and th i s man was  

s upported by OMS for  f i ve  years before the  f i rst mi s s i onary came . 

H i s mi n i stry was 1 arge l y  evange 1 i sti  c i n  whi ch he  c a  1 1  ed young men 

i nt o  fu l l t i me Chri st i an serv i c e . 3 So when OMS ' s  fi rst mi s s i onary 

coup l e ,  Rev . and Mrs . C ar l  H ahn , stepped off the boat i n  R i o d e  

J ane i ro i n  1 950 , t here w a s  a l ready a smal l group ready to meet them . 4 

The Hahns  were soon j o i ned by other s , and the  mi s s i on soon 

s aw res u l ts . These resu l t s were a B i b l e  Hous e , a co l porteur , three  

organi zed churches , s ever a 1 other preac h i ng poi nt s , a radi o program , 

evange l i st i c  meet i ngs � Sp i r i tu a l  L i fe Convent i on s ,  and OMS ' s  uni que 

E very Cre ature Crusade . 5 OMS d i d not or i g i n at e  a 1 1  of th i s ,  though . 

The churches and preach i ng poi nts  were the  work of a Sa l v at i on Army 

pastor , Rev . C arl  ( " Daddy " ) Cooper \IJho  g ave them t o  the mi s s i on .  The  

evange 1 i st i  c meet i ng s were from Rev . Jonatha s ' work . The S p i  ri tua  1 

L i fe Convent i ons  l i k ewi s e  were g i ven t o  the  OMS mi s s i onari es by 

" Daddy " C ooper . 6 

3Edwards ,  p .  85 . 

4c ar l  H ahn , " Brazi l I s  C a l l i ng "  The Mi s s i onary St andard , Ju ly­
August , 1 950 , p .  1 2 .  

5B . H .  Pear son , " God ' s  Open Door I n  Brazi l "  The Mi s s i onary 
Standard , November , 1 95 1 , p .  5 .  

6 Edwards ,  p .  88 . 
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OMS was off t o  a good st art , on  a foundat i on whi ch h ad been 

1 ayed by other s . Or . Pear son , the f i rst fi e 1 d d i rector of Brazi 1 ,  

was advi sed not to  form another denomi n at i on s i nce  there were a l re ady 

too many . 7 So  even though formi ng a denomi nat i on was  one of OMS ' s  

goa l s ,  i t  was not i mmed i ate l y  done . 8 E i ght years passed b efore a 

denomi nat i on was  organi zed , and by then , the Brazi l i an fi e l d  of OMS 

was strongly t i ed i nt o  an i nterdenomi nat i onal  B i b l e Schoo l - semi nary 

and i t s  deve l o pment . 

I . S . B . L .  

I n  1 953 , the  property for what wou l d  become OMS ' s  B i b l e Scho o l  

- semi nary was bought . Trai n i ng nat i ona l s has  been an i mportant part 

of OMS ' s  mi s s i onary strategy of reach i ng a nat i on for Chri st , so th i s 

move was a l og i ca l  one , what was not , was the  l oc at i on of the pro­

perty . Most of  the  mi s s i onar i es assumed that the  school  \•wu l d  be i n  

or  around the  S ao P au l o  area whi ch was a l ready a l arge c i ty of 

mi l l i on s  and growi ng r ap i d l y ,  b ut mi s s i onary Robert Mi l l an ,  who was 

l i v i ng i n  Londri n a , was contacted by a Chri st i an t here who offered 

a bui 1 d i ng for a semi  nary at a very reasonab 1 e pri ce . Londri na  was  

the  center of northern Paran a ,  but i t  was  st i l l  a sma l l town . I t  had 

st i l l  been j ung l e  l es s  than twenty years previ ou s l y .  St i l l ,  i t  seemed 

.., ' Me l va Web b , A H i story of  t he Brazi l F i e l d  1 950- 1 97 5 ,  Lond­
r i n a ,  Paran a ,  Brazi l ,  1 975, p .  1 - 1 3. 

8 H ahn , p .  1 2 .  
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t hat God was 1 eadi  ng t owards Londri n a .  No  one knew that i n  twenty 

years Londri n a  wou l d  h ave a popu l at i on of over 400 , 000 ! 

T he school , when i t  opened i n  March , 1 954 was ca l l ed I nsti tuto  

e Semi n ari o B i b l i co de Londr i n a  { I . S . B . L . ) or the  B i b l e  I nst i tute and  

Semi n ary of Londri na . I t  was started on an i nterdenomi n at i ona l  bas i s ,  

and i t  became the  mai n thrust of the soci ety i n  Brazi l .  

OMS has  h i stori ca l l y  h ad a three fo l d  empha s i s on evangel i sm .  

The OMS Manual  states  these goal s .  

1 .  To  establ i sh B i b l e i nst i t utes and B i b l e  semi nari e s  
for the trai n i ng o f  a n at i ona l  mi n i stry ,  

2 .  To found an i nd i genous church , 
3 .  To evangel i ze systemat i ca l l y  and i nten s i ve ly  i n  every 

fi e l d and to  use , where poss i b l e ,  the Every Creature Crusade . 9 

So  I . S . B . L .  f i t n i ce ly  i nt o  OMS ' s  p l an for evange l i sm,  but  

wi th  s ome mod i f i c at i on .  I n  other f i e l ds , OMS , through i ts Every 

Cr eature Crusade evange l i sm ,  was respons i b l e  for wi nni ng many t o  

Chri st , and then i t  organ i zed those  new converts i nt o  churche s . Thes e  

were brought together i n  trai n i ng ses s i on s ,  o r  B i b l e Schoo l s  to  equ i p 

those  c a l l ed t o  mi n i ster to  the  churches . I n  Brazi l ,  bec ause  of op­

positi on , the mi s s i on d i d  not i mmedi ate ly  organ i ze t he nuc l eus o f  

be 1 i evers g i ven i t  b y  " Daddy " Cooper a n d  Rev . J o n  at h as i nto a 

denomi n at i on .  Nor d i d  the  Every Creature Crus ade real l y  funct i on a s  

i t  h ad i n  other f i e l d s .  Th i s meant t h at wh i l e  mi s s i onary effort went 

i nt o  deve l op i ng a g ood B i b l e  School and semi nary ,  the graduates were 

not goi ng i nt o  an OMS d enomi n at i on . Th i s was a l l evi ated somewhat whe n  

9
oMS I nternat i ona l  , Manual  of  OMS I nt ernat i ona l  I nc . , J u l y  

1 7 ' 1 980 ' p .  1 .  
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the  Japanese Ho l i ne s s  C hurch made I . S . B . L .  i ts offi c i a l semi n ary , b ut 

i t  was not on the  s ame rel at i on s h i p as  other fi e l d s . 

When the Brazi l i an wi ng of the Evange l i ca l  Ho l i ness  Church 

became The Mi s s i onary C hurc h , i t  assumed a s pec i a l  re l at i on sh i p wi th  

I . S . B . L .  The n at i ona l  l eadershi p  fel t that i t  shou l d  h ave some s ay 

i n  runn i ng the schoo l . T h i s was resi sted by the  mi s s i on unt i l 1 97 3  

when P astor Arno Deg g au became the  dean , but even then OMS ran the  

semi n ary . The  mi s s i onary l eader s h i p d i d not feel t h at any Brazi l i an 

i n  the church was capab l e of doi ng the job . 1 0  

Fri cti on occurred off and on ( 1 975- 1 976  was a cri t i ca l  t i me )  

wi th  the  mi s s i on l eadersh i p  tryi ng to  move t owards i t s  goa l s and the  

church t owards i ts ,  i n  regards t o  I . S . B . L .  Th i s  pro b l em was  resol ved 

i n  1 980 wi t h  a defi n i ng of mi s s i on - church  goal s .  OMS to l d  the  

church t h at i t s  mai n goa  1 was the cont i nu i ng of  i ts mi n i stry of  

trai n i ng Brazi l i an s ,  and th i s wou l d  be  on an  i nt erdenomi n at i on a l  

bas i s ,  wi th  a s pec i a l  pri v i l eged re l at i onsh i p  wi th  T h e  Mi s s i onary 

Church . The church wou l d recei ve  scho 1 ars h i  p s  for i ts students and 

wou l d  h ave  one - t h i rd representati on on t he school  board . The Mi s ­

s i onary Church was not total l y  s at i sf i ed , for they wanted I . S . B . L .  

t o  be  the i rs , s o  i t s  curri cu l um wou l d  meet more of the  church • s  need s , 

and wou l d make better pastors for the  c hurch . Superi ntendant Joao 

L i berato sa i d afterwards , t hat now both knew where the  other stood 

1 0Joao L i berat o , Genera l  Superi ntendant of The Mi s s i onary 
Church , person a l  i nterv i ew ,  Londr i n a ,  P ar an a , Brazi l ,  J u ly  20 , 1 980 . 
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I . S . B . L .  now averages about 5 0  student s wi th 40 percent comi ng 

from The Mi s s i onary Church . Th i s does not i nc l ude the extens i on  

semi nary that started up  i n  Sao Pau l o i n  1 98 1 . I t  i s  st i l l  sma l l ,  

w i th  on ly 1 6  student s ,  but i t  i s  expected to  grow l arger than I . S . B . L .  

i n  Londr i na .  1 2  

Of the e i ghteen mi s s i on ari e s  now i n  Brazi l ,  four husb and-wi fe  

teams  and  two s i ng l e  l ad i e s  are act i ve l y  work i ng i n  I . S . B . L .  Th i s 

s hows the  emphas i s t h at OMS i s  p l ac i ng on trai n i ng pastors . 

C amps 

Camp i ng mi n i stri e s  now occupy a very 1 arge s hare of OMS ' s  

f i n ances i n  Brazi  1 as  we 1 1  as  two mi s s  i nary coup 1 es  and two J apanese  

- Brazi l i ans . 

The Braz i l F i e l d  had not p l anned to  go  i nto such a mi n i stry , 

but a c amp at the  far western edge of the  state  of Sao  Pau l o  was of­

fered free to OMS . I t  was bad l y  i n  need of repai r and far from any 

Mi s s i onary Church so OMS v i ce presi dent E ugene Wi tt i g d i d not want 

t o  accept i t .  The Brazi l F i e l d  however , fel t t h at God was g i v i ng them 

a new opportuni ty and urged the  approv a 1 at headqu arters .  I t  was  

approved wi th  the  mandate that the  Brazi l F i e l d devel op  churches i n  

the  area  t o  uti l i ze the  c amp . W i t h  th i s i n  mi nd , Camp Panorama bec ame 

1 1  Li b erato . 

- 1 2Letter from Mrs . Me 1 va C 1 evenger , s ecret ary on the Brazi 1 
F i e l d  of OMS , t o  Dave Graffenberger , March 1 2 ,  1 98 1 . 
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OMS ' s  i n  1 969 . 

Mr . and Mrs . Max Edwards were l arge l y  respon s i b l e for ren­

ovat i ng the c amp and deve l op i ng i ts mi n i stri e s . They tri ed to  deve l op  

churches i n  the area too ,  1hey d i scovered t h at t o  b e  a ful l t i me job , 

so  they turned t hei r fu l l  attenti on of gett i ng C amp P anorama goi ng . 

S i nce  there were few Mi s s i onary C hurches  wi th i n a dri v i ng d i s ­

tance from P anorama and t h e s e  were smal l ,  t h e  Edwards went to  Bapt i st ,  

Presbyt eri an , I ndepend ant Presbyteri an and Evange 1 i ca 1 Ho 1 i ness  

C h urche s . From these , they recrui ted c ampers and trai ned counsel or s .  

Every c amp i ng s eason s aw hundreds accepti ng C hr i st . Unfortunatel y ,  

there was no growth for The Mi s s i onary Church from th i s ,  and attempt s 

of fo 1 1  owi ng up  of converts once they 1 eft c amp was met wi th a 

s i ngu l ar ly  l ac k  of s uccess  except wi th  those  near E vangel i ca l  Hol i ne s s  

Churche s . Most counse l ors  c ame from th i s denomi n at i on s o  they cou l d  

draw the teenagers i nto  the  coun se l or ' s  home church . 

One of the  Mi s s i onary C hurches from Sao P au l o  wanted to h ave  

a retreat t h at wou  1 d a 1 s o  be  ev  ange  1 i s  i tc and  ta l  ked wi th  �1ax about 

thei r p 1 ans . From th i s came what i s  c a  1 1  ed the  1 + 1 camp s . E ac h  

Chri st i an , t o  be  ab l e  to  g o  to  camp , must bri ng a non-Chri st i an who 

wou l d  g o  at e i t her  a reduced rate or free . The res u l ts were phe­

nomen a l ! Most non-Chri st i ans  became converts and s i nce they al ready 

h ad fri ends h i p wi th  those of the churc h , when they returned , they h ad 

l i tt l e  or no troub l e  f i tti ng  i n  wi t h  the  youth group . 

These res u l t s  exc i ted Mi s s i onary C hurch l eaders who then saw 

the  pos s i b i l i ty for thei r churches  i f  a camp c ou l d  be bui l t  c l oset 

to  church concentrat i ons . 
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An Ameri c an l ayman , see i ng the potenti a l , bought s i x  a l queres 

( rough ly  30 acres ) sout h  of Londri n a  and gave i t  to  OMS for anothe r  

c amp . Th i s i s  ca l l Camp Sha l om .  Max Edwards p l anned th i s  camp ' s  

devel opment too , but soon went on furl ough . The author , who ran Camp 

P anorama i n  the  1 97 7 -78  c amp i ng season ( December through F ebruary ) 

then took over C amp Sha  1 om ' s  deve 1 opment through June of 1 979 whe n  

h e  t o o  went home f o r  fur 1 ough . Wh i l e  Max h ad started the bui l di ng  

program ,  i t  was  not  ready for campers unt i l s hort l y  after Schoenborn 

took over . 

C amp Sha l om was then t i ed c l ose ly  to The Mi s s i onary Churc h . 

Counse l ors  were trai ned from that church , h av i ng been s e l ected by their 

p astors . A 1 1  of  the  camps p 1 an ned by the staff were for The Mi s ­

s i onary C hurch . Other churches or para-church groups u sed the camp 

too , but pai d a fee that he l ped to subs i d i ze Mi s s i onary Church camps 

and Sha 1 om ' s deve 1 opment . The goa  1 was to  bu i  1 d up  the  i ndi  vi dua  1 

churches i n  The Mi s s i onary Churc h . 

One i nc i dent i s  worth record i ng . Pastor Samu a l  C abra l  of the  

Londri na B ander antes  C hurch and  Roger Schoenborn p 1 an  ned for  a 1 + 1 

camp of j un i or h i gh age youth s  of that worki ng c l as s  s ecti on of town . 

There was on l y  room for 40 c ampers at t hat t i me and P astor S amuel got 

36 k i ds t o  come - 1 8  Chri st i ans  and 1 8  non-Chri st i ans . Roger was 

s hocked to  fi nd that the age s p an went from th i rd grade to  j uni ors  

i n  h i gh schoo 1 ! He h ad p 1 an ned for juni or h i  ghers wi th  s ports and 

vari ous  acti v i t i es for that age grou p . The l arge age s p an c a l l ed for 

much i mprovi s at i on .  

I n  ta l k i ng wi t h  the  coun s e l ors  before the  c amp , Roger repeated 
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the goal  of the  camp was to  get a l l of the c ampers t o  accept Chri s t , 

and that  they were to  work t owards that , but make the  c amp a good 

enough experi ence t h at i f  some d i d  not do s o , they wou l d  sti 1 1  want 

to come b ack . I persona l l y  fel t t h at a 50 percent rate of convers i ons  

wou l d have  been a success , but before the  c amp was  over , a l l 1 8  h ad 

accepted C hri st ! 

S i x month s  l ater , another j un i or h i gh age 1 + 1 camp was he l d  

by B anderantes ( Pastor Samuel s aw that i t  shou l d  be for j us t  one age 

group after the  f i rst  camp ) and wi th  room i n  another dormi tory now 

avai l ab l e ,  there were 44 campers .  Near l y  a l l of the  f i rst campers  

who were j un i or  h i gh age  came back , brought fri ends and the  resu l t s  

were the  s ame - 1 00% conver s i ons ! 

The two camps h ad two d i fferent ph i l osoph i es . C amp Panorama 

was pri mari l y  evangel i st i c - i nterested i n  wi nn i ng sou l s .  T here was 

an i nterdenomi n at i ona l  emphas i s ,  whi ch encourages c ampers to  joi n a 

church , but not n ecessari l y  any one i n  part i cu l ar .  Even i f  camp 

di rectors h ad tr i ed  to funne 1 c ampers  i nt o  Mi s s i onary Churches , i t  

wou l d  h av e  been i mpos s i b l e t o  do , s i nce no  Mi s s i onary Churches were 

c l o se  by mos t  c ampers • home s . 

C amp Sha l om • s  effort s were focu sed on not on ly  wi nni ng soul s ,  

but on i ntegrat i ng them i nt o  The Mi s s i onary Churc h �· I n  t h i s way , new 

converts cou l d  be  nurtured and cons erved . Th i s requ i red a c l ose  con­

tact w i th  Mi s s i onary Church pastor s , and exp l anat i ons  t o  them on how 

C amp S ha l om was tryi ng to  funct i o n ,  so  that the  pastors cou l d  do thei r 

p art i n  the  nurtur i ng proces s . 

The Brazi l F i e l d of OMS after much sou l  searc h i ng and 
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admi tti ng to i tse l f that desp i te  much work and money , Camp Panorama 

was not produc i ng measurab l e  fru i t for The Mi s s i onary C hurch dec i ded 

t o  sel l the camp . The Evange l i c a l  Ho l i ness  C hurch enthu s i ast i c al l y  

bought C amp Panorama , and wi th a v i s i on for reach i ng young peo p l e 

through t hei r churc h , shou l d make Camp Panorama more product i v e .  

Theo l og i cal  Educat i on by Extent i o n  

Semi nary trai n i ng i s  t h e  accepted method o f  rai s i ng up  pastors  

for  churches i n  North Ameri c a  and  Europe , but it  has  not  been  a com­

p l ete s ucces s  i n  Lati n Amer i c a .  P art o f  t h e  prob l em i s  t h at many 

churches  have o n l y  a 1 ay- pastor and cannot support a pastor on thei r 

own . Th i s i s  c ompounded by the  Lati n cu l ture wh i c h says  that an  

educated man does  not  work wi th  h i s h ands . Graduates  from semi nary 

then do not want , and ·wi l l  ofte n  refuse a church wh i ch c annot ful l y  

s upport them ,  thus  sma l l c hurches s uffer . I f  the l ay-pastor l e ave s  

t h e  church  to  study a t  semi n ary ( wh i ch i n  i ts e l f i s  d i ffi c u l t ,  s i nce  

h e  usua l l y  i s  marri ed and  has  c h i l dren i n  schoo l ) the  church i s  l eft  

wi thout a pastor . Then too , most  semi nari e s  are i n  1 arge c i t i es ,  and 

after three to  four years 1 i v i  ng  there , most graduates wi  1 1  refus e  

t o  g o  t o  the smal l er towns . 

Thea 1 ogi  ca  1 Educat i on by Exten s i on ( T .  E .  E .  ) was deve 1 oped t o  

h e  1 p country p astors ,  1 ay- pastors ,  and others fee 1 i n g  the  need for  

B i b l e  trai n i ng t o  get i t  w i thout h av i ng  t o  d i srupt thei r church and 

thei r fami l y  by mo.v i ng to  a l arge  c i ty .  Semi nary profes s or s  go out 

t o  centra l  l oc at i ons  once a wee k , or at some predetermi ned t i me ,  and 

teach  these church 1 eader s . Th i s has  the added benef i t s  that t h e  



79 . 

student c an put to  use  what he  has  l earned r i ght away , and the 

teac hers usua l l y  must g i ve  l essons  that are pract i ca l . 

Th i s  method of trai n i ng man i n  theo l og i ca l  matters was ac­

cepted by OMS i n  Brazi 1 as  a way to trai n the  1 ay p astors of The 

Mi s s i onary Churc h . By the  ear l y  1 970 ' s  three  mi s s i onar i es were 

work i ng near l y  fu l l t i me on th i s ,  but resu l t s were s l ow i n  comi ng . 

T .  E .  E .  student s were not on the s ame 1 eve 1 of educat i on as  the sem­

i nary st udent s ,  and thei r grasp  of theo l og i c a l  concepts were at a 

l ower l ev e l . Despi te  these prob l ems , T . E . E .  was l ooked at a s  the on l y  

way to  trai n most of these men . 

Gradual l y  as  mi s s i onari e s  went on furl ough or l eft the  fi e l d ,  

duti es  were h anded over t o  Brazi l i an s  t o  teach and admi n i ster T . E . E .  

Brazi  1 i ans now to  run the  program , but use  mi s s i  onari es  from other 

mi s s i ons  to areas w i t h  no OMS personne l . I t s  students are a l l from 

The Mi s s i onary C hurch and has  an enro 1 1  ment of j ust over 1 70 .  Thi s 

i s  much h i gher than the s emi n ary enro l l ment , s i nce i t  t akes muc h  

l onger to comp l ete t h e  equ i va l ent work . 

Tel emens agem 

Rev . Jesse ( Mi ke )  Murphy h ad been work i ng w ith  an i nterde­

nomi n at i ona l  s i ng i ng group ( for wi tnes s i ng i n  h i gh schoo l s ) , a radi o 

program ( for pus h i ng  the s emi nary ) , and a youth styl e c offee house . 

A l l of t h i s was done under OMS . I n  1 976 , h i s p l ans  for an evan­

ge l i st i c program c o l l apsed when the Londri n a  stat i on refused to se l l  

ai r t i me .  After much prayer , M i k e  fel t  l ed to  deve l op a te l ephone 

mi ni stry . Th i s he c a l l ed Tel emensagem . 
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The i dea  of Tel emensagem was s i mp l e .  A short s i mp l e  de-

vot i onal  wou l d  be recorded and  anyone ca l l i ng that number wou l d hear 

the  mes s age . At the end of the  mes s age  the voi ce  g ave a number to  

c a l l for personal  counsel l i ng .  

The response  was staggeri ng ! 

worki ng and a new l i ne h ad to  be  added . 

The recordi ng was constant l y  

Thous ands took the add i t i on a l  

step and c a  1 1  ed the  counse 1 or . Of these thousand s , hundreds prayed 

a prayer of forg i veness and were p l aced wi t h  couns e l ors . Unfor-

tunate l y  many of these 11 Converts 11 wanted t o  remai n anonymous and 

fol l ow-up cou l d not be done . Th i s rai ses  doubt as to  thei r s i nceri ty 

as Chri st i ans ,  but i f  they h av e  not real l y  accepted Chr i st , the seed 

of the Gospel  has been sown . 

Conservat i on of the  fru i t has  been a preoccupat i on wi th  those  

i n  Te 1 emensagem . A 1 1  of the  c ounse 1 ors  were e i ther OMS personne 1 ,  

I . S . B . L .  student s , or  Mi s s i onary C hurc h pastors , yet i f  the new 

convert has t i es  wi th  other churches through fri end s , or re  1 ati ves , 

they were encouraged to  go  ther-e-. Consequent ly  few ever c ame to  vi s i t 

Mi s s i onary churches and fewer bec ame members . 

The  mi s s i onari e s  were s t i l l  awestruck at the  response to the  

s i mp l e Gospe l  mes s age  and  dec i ded to  do  the s ame th i ng i n  S ao Paul o .  

The response was greater sti l l ! Four ful l t i me men were requi red for 

counsel i ng and fol l ow-up . 

F i nanci a l  d i ffi c u l t i es ,  made i t  i mposs i b l e  for OMS t o  conti nue  

fund i ng Tel emen s agem in  Londri n a ,  so  Rev . Murphy g ave  i t  over t o  

Mi ssao Anti oqui a ,  a Braz i l i an mi s s i onary soci ety . 
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A l ong h ard needs to  be  taken of Tel emensagem . I t  pur-

pose  and goa l s need to be c l ear ly  stated . Once t hat i s  done ,  OMS 

s hou l d  eva l uate  Tel emensagem ' s  purpos e  to see i f  i t  i s  cons i stant wi th  

OMS ' s  purpose as  a mi s s i on . I t  shoul d then eval uate the goal s to 

determi ne  i f  they are bei ng met . 

As wi th  C amp Panorama , i t  may be nec e s s ary for OMS to di vest 

i ts e l f  of  a good program ,  to str i ve  for the  best . 



CHAPTER 5 

SOME CHURCH GROWTH PR I NC I PLES  

" Go i nt o  a 1 1  t he  war 1 d and preach the good  news  to  a 1 1  

creat i on " ( Mark 1 6 : 1 5  N . I . V . ) .  The more fami l i ar K i ng  J ames Vers i on 

s ays " Go ye i nto  a l l the wor l d  and preach the  gospel  to  every crea-

ture , "  as  Mark recorded i t .  Th i s i s  the  1 ast  command of Jesus  to H i s 

d i sc i p l e s . 

S i nc e  t h at t i me ,  s ucceed i ng waves of mi s s i onari es  have  pus hed 

the  boundar i e s  of pagandom further and further bac k . I n  the f i r st  

century , Chri st i ani ty j umped the  c u l tural  gap between J udai sm and t h e  

He l l eni st i c wor l d  a n d  bec ame predomi n ant ly  non-Jewi s h . I t  was an  

urban fa i th , and i t  moved a l ong trade routes from c i ty to  c i ty .  From 

those  central  l oc at i on i t  s pread i nt o  towns and even i nto the  

countrysi de .  1 By the  th i rd c entury , mas s conver s i ons  of  who l e  peopl es 

was happen i ng i n  p l aces l i ke Armen i a ,  but th i s d i d not cont i nue . 2 The 

church d i d  grow , but acceptance by the  secu l ar wor l d  of Chr i sti ani ty 

brought the  c h urch to the poi nt of accommod at i on wi th  t he worl d ,  and 

the church  stagnated .
3 

1 Kenneth Scott LaTourette , A H i story of Chr i st i ani ty ,  Vo l . 
I ,  Beg i nn i ngs  t o  1 500  ( New Y ork : H arper & Row , Publ 1 shers , 1975 ) ,  p .  
75 . 

2LaTourett e ,  p .  79 . 

3LaTourette , p .  242 . 

82 . 
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W ith  the  convers i on of I re l and , that i s l and  bec ame the  maj or 

force for s preadi ng · chri st i ani ty to northern and central  Europe as  

wel l as  revi ta l i zi ng other
4 

" Chr i sti an "  areas , i n  the s i xth and  

s eventh centuri es  but mi s s i onary acti v i ty dec l i ned after I rel and • s  

s ubmi s s i on  to  Rome . 5 

The Reformati on brought a renewal  of Chri sti ani ty and sparked 

the Roman C atho l i c  c h urch i nto  renewed mi s s i on ary act i v i ty ,  but Pro-

testants were content to mi n i ster among t hems el ve s . I n  t he n i neteent h  

century , th i s atti tude c h anged . Mi s s i  onari  e s  such as  Wi 1 1  i am Carey 

and Adoni  ram J ud son went i nto new areas to wi n the 1 ost for Chri st . 

M i s s i onary st i rri ngs  swept t hrough Chr i stendom and thous ands l eft 

thei r h ome 1 and to preach the  Gospe 1 to those who had  never heard . 

Western  European C hr i sti ani ty h ad moved , h owever , from tri  ba  1 ,  or 

peopl e movement dec i s i on s  on rel i g i on ,  to  i nd i v i dual  ones . Those wi th  

whom the  mi s s i onari es  worked sti l l  thought and  acted as  a peo p l e .  Thi s 

made potent i a 1 converts c hoose between abandon i ng thei r peop 1 e ,  re­

l at i ves , and c u l ture , or C hri st i ani ty .  As Dona l d McGavran sai d i n  

The Bri dges of  God , 

Converts fel t that they were jo i n i ng not merely a new re­
l i g i on ,  but an ent i re ly  fore i g n  way of  l i v i ng - - proc l ai med 
by fore i gners , l ed by fore i gners and ru l ed by forei gners . 
Converts c ame a 1 one . Often even the i r wi ves  refused to come 
wi th  t hem . Natura l l y  c onvers i ons  were few . A v i c i ous  c i rc l e 
was e st ab 1 i s hed : the  few becomi ng Chr i sti  an one by one set 
such a pattern that i t  was d i  ffi cu  1 t  for a Chr i  stward move­
ment to  be  started , and by the  1 ac k of a movement c onvert s 

4L aTourette , p p .  2 72 -27 3 . 

5John T .  McNei l l ,  The C e l t i c  Churches ( Ch i c ago : The Un i ver s i ty 
of  C h i c ag o  Pres s ,  1 974 ) , pp . 111-116 . 
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cont i nued to come one by one and i n  very sma 1 1  numbers .  I n  
many parts o f  t h e  f i e l d  i t  was a s  p sycho l og i c a l l y  d i ffi c u l t  
for a person t o  become a Chri st i an a s  i t  wou l d be for a whi te 
man i n  South Afri c a  to jo i n a Negro Church knowi ng that h i s 
ch i l dren wou l d  i ntermarry wi th  the b l ack ch i l dren . The person  
not  on ly  became a C hr i st i an , but  he  was  general l y  bel i eved 
to  h av e  " j oi ned another race . "  When , among peop l es whi ch 
i ntermarry on ly  amongst themsel ves , a man becomes a Chr i sti an , 
h i s o l d moth er i s  l i ke l y  to reproach h i m ,  s ayi ng , " Now whom 
wi l l  your sons  marry?  They c annot get wi ves  from amongst u s  
anymore . "  6 

The mi s s i onari es  had  expected a great i ngather i ng of sou l s ,  

but the expected , d i d not occur . What d i d h appen was the  devel opment 

of a new approach to  mi s s i on s , one c a l l ed by McGavran the  Exp l oratory 

Mi s s i on-Stat i on  approac h . I n  t h at mi s s i onary method , the  mi s s i on  

wou l d acqui re a p i ec e of l and ( us u al l y  wi t h  much di ffi c u l ty )  to bui l d  

the  base  of operati ons . Th i s center wou l d  h av e  the mi s s i on ar i es homes 

for that regi on , as  wel l as  a churc h , schoo l , l i v i ng quarters for  

he l pers , hosp i t a l , and anyt h i ng e l se  that mi ght be needed . Extens i ve 

and often d i ff i cu l t tours were made i nto  the  s urroundi ng terri tory . 

C hri sti ani ty was so  d i fferent from the accepted rel i g i on ,  and so t i ed  

to the i nv adi ng  c o l on i a l ru l e  t h at those  who embraced the fai th were 

norma l l y  ostrac i sed and  forced out  of thei r home s . These  fol k s ,  

a l ong wi t h  orphan s ,  rescued wome n ,  and s l aves freed by the mi s ­

s i onari e s  usua l l y  c ame to  t h e  mi s s i on stat i on  to l i ve .  T here they 

were t aught v ar i ous  trades and formed the  g athered co l ony . 7 Thi s  

6oonal d A .  McGavran , The Bri dges of God ( New York : Fr i endsh i p  
Pres s , 1 955 ) , p .  49 . 

7McGavran , The Bri dges  of  God , pp . 45-46 . 



85 . 

method was often the on ly  pos s i b l e  way to  evange l i ze and was char­

acteri sti c  of the great century of mi s s i ons . For t h at day and age , 

the  strategy was a good one . I t  was ab 1 e t o  fi nd those  peep 1 es who 

were respon s i ve to  the  Gaspe 1 ,  and i t  demonstrated over a peri ad of 

years a stab l e ,  l ast i ng fai t h . Men cou l d  see j ust what Chr i st does 

to both groups and i ndi v i du a l s . 8 

The prob l em wi th  the Expl oratory Mi s s i on-Stat i on approach 

arose when the  mi s s i on s aw t h at i t s  evange l i st i c efforts were not 

meet i ng wi th a great success  i n  numbers . Th i s l ed the  mi s s i onar i e s  

to  be  eas i l y  d i verted i nt o  bui l d i ng great i nst i tuti ons  of vari ous  

k i nds , such  as  orphanages , schoo l s ,  and  hospi t a l s .  These  were vi s i b l e  

proofs o f  the  mi s s i onar i es effort s . From these  i ns i tuti ons , i t  was 

hoped that the foundat i on of a great church was bei ng bui l t .  " I ndeed , 

the so  1 i d nature of a c hurch based on fami n e  orphans and one-by-one  

convert s ,  as  opposed  t o  t h at bu i  1 t on a group movement out of  an 

i l l i terate peop l e ,  became a matter of cons i derabl e pri de , and l eaders 

consci ous l y  turned from seeki ng " l arge number s  of i gnorant converts . " 9 

Whi l e  these  efforts were worthwh i l e ,  t hey di d not g i ve b i rth to any 

peopl e  movements  towards Chr i st . 1 0  

McGavran poi nts out that  members of the  c hurches formed by 

8McGavran , The ;Bridges of  God , pp . 46-47 . 

9McGavran , The Bri dges of  God , p .  5 1 . 

1 0McGavran , The:Bri dges of  God , p .  53 . 
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the  gathered c o  1 ony appro ach wi thi n three generat i ons  h ad no non­

Chr i sti an rel at i ves  at  a l l .  L i nks  wi th  non-Chri sti ans  were a l l ,  or 

near l y  a l l gone . A separate communi ty that th i nks  of i ts e l f  as suc h ,  

and i nt ermarri es on ly  wi t h  i ts e l f has  been formed . Th i s i s  a n ew 

peopl e . 1 1  

I n  The Bri dges of God , Donal d McGavran stud i ed c hurch -mi s s i on  

grm-1th . He comes to  the  conc l us i on t h at i f  C hri st i an i ty i s  to w i n 

the worl d ,  i t  must be  through peopl e movement s .  ( Because of  negat i ve 

response  to  th i s term ,  another has  been co i ned - - mu l ti - i ndi vi dua l  

mutual l y  i nterdependent dec i s i on s - but  for  conven i ence s ake ,  and 

brev i ty ,  th i s paper wi l l  conti nue to use  peop l e  movement s . )  

There are fi ve great advantages that peep 1 e movements  have . 

One advantage i s  that the  peop l e movement provi des Chr i sti an i ty wi t h  

permanent churches i n  dozen s , hundreds o r  even thousands o f  v i l l ages . 

These c hurches are not dependent upon mi s s i  ens  for thei r economi c 

l i fe , a l t hough they are usua l l y  of a l ower l evel  of  edu c at i on than  

mi s s i on run c hurche s . 1 2  

The c hurches have the adv antage of bei ng  natural l y  i ndi genous .  

I n  the  Mi s s i on-Stat i on approach , the  c onvert s , as i nd i v i dua l s ,  are 

brought i nto a sett i ng general l y  domi n ated by f orei gners . N ew Chri s ­

t i ans i n  peop l e  movements are sti l l  i mmersed i n  thei r own c u l ture and 

1 1 McGavran , The Bri dges of God , p .  57 . 

1 2McGavran , The Bri dges of  God , p .  87 . 
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rare ly  s ee the mi s s i onary . Thei r way of l i fe as  i t  pertai n s  to  food , 

c l othes , vocab u l ary cont i nues  on wi t h  l i tt l e c h ange . Th i s mean s that 

mi s s i  onar i  es  don • t h ave  as  great i nfl uence on them i n  regard to t he 

c hurch des i gn etc . so  the  c hurch l oo k s  l i ke i t  i s  a part of the com­

muni ty ,  and the  song s s ung  i n  i t  are hymns sung to  l oc a l  tunes . Th i s  

makes i t  eas i er for the non-Chri s tian to  accept Chri st i an i ty . 1 3  

C l ose ly  tyi ng  i n  wi th  the  advant age of peop l e  movements bei ng  

i nd i genous i s  t hat these mov ements  h ave  wi th i n them a natural  spon-

t aneous expans i on .  Peop l e movements  requi re new converts t o  be  formed 

i nto  c hurches whi ch of nec e s s i ty must be sp i r i tual l y  fu l l y  equi pped . 

Th i s  means  a c omp l et e  trust i n  the  H ol y  Sp i r i t • s  gu i d i ng .  I t  i s  a s-

s umed , i ndeed it  i s  often d emanded t hat these  groups of n ew converts 

mu l t i p l y  themse l ves . Th i s  expan s i on i s  natural . The  desi re to wi n 

the i r own fo 1 k ,  and the opport uni ty for wi tnes s i ng  i n  i nt i  mate con­

versat i ons  wi th  thei r uns aved peers are present to  a h i gh degree . 

Th i s i s  d i ff i c u l t to  ach i eve i n  c hurches from the  Mi s s i on  Stat i on 

approach . These c hurches mi ght be free of a 1 1  mi s s i on contra 1 ,  11  be 

f i l l ed wi th  the H o l y  Spi r i t  and abound i n  des i re t o  wi n others to  

Chri st , . .  and  yet because they h ave  become a separate peop l e ,  they just 

do not h ave  the  bonds wi th  any nei ghbori ng  peep 1 e and fi nd  i t  d i f­

f i c u l t t o  form new c h urche s . 1 4  

1 3McGavran , The Bri dges of God , p p . 87- 88 . 

1 4McGavran , The Bri dges of God , pp . 88-89 . 
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The  pos s i b i l i t i es i n  these  movements for growth i s  enormou s .  

Peop 1 e movements are enci  rc  1 ed wi th  growi ng poi nts , among the i r  own 

peop 1 e ,  who are a 1 ong the fri nges of the movement . Th i s  happened i n  

Act s  among the  J ews  of Judea and Ga  1 i 1 ea . From there , J ews of other  

countr i e s  were reac hed , both  on the  day of Pentecost and  a s  a resu l t  

of persecut i on . Th i s  i n  turn l ed Jews to  wi tness  to God-feari ng  

Genti l es who  then accepted C hri st . 1 5  

A l though peop l e movements c an reach vast numbers qui c k l y ,  

often pocket s of unconverted are l eft . Thi s l eaves room for i ntern a l  

growth . 1 6  

The h ardest way for growth i s  by bri dg i ng . McGavran defi n e s  

bri dgi ng as reach i ng i nto  other peop l e s  to a l arge enough extent for 

" the bapt i sm of  enough groups i n  a s hort enough t i me and a sma 1 1  

enough area to create a peop l e  movement i n  the  other communi ty . " 1 7  

There are other poss i b i l i t i es for growth for the  l eaders of 

the  peop 1 e movement fi nd  " that after the  c hurc h has  attai ned power 

and s i ze  the normal proc e s se s  of growth , i nc l ud i ng the b apt i sm of i n­

di  v i  dua  1 seekers on the  fri nges of the  c hurc h , often produce mor e  

qu i et reg u l ar i ng atheri ngs  year after year t h an was the  case  duri ng 

the  per i od  of the  greatest exuberance of the  movement . " 1 8  

1 5McGavran , The Bri dges of God , p .  90 . 

1 6  McGavran , The Bri dges of God , p .  90 . 

1 7McGavran , The Br i dges of God , p .  9 1 . 

1 8McGavran , The  Br i dges of  God , p .  9 1 . 
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The l ast advant age of peopl e movement s that McGavran l i st s  

i s  t hat they provi de a so l i d  p attern f o r  becomi ng a Chri st i an . Non ­

Chr i st i ans  c an see that Chri st i ani ty i s  not a c h ange i n  l i vi ng 

standards  made pos s i b l e  by mi s s i on money , but a c hange of the  i nner  

man  made pos s i b .l e  by God ' s  power . Th i s i s  seen  through  the  regu l ar 

wors h i p of God , the  regu l ar hear i ng of the  B i b l e ,  t he  sp i r i tua l  c are  

by the  p astor , habi t s  of prayer and  personal  devot i on ,  the g i v i ng of 

the t i the  to  the c h urc h ,  the d i s c i p l i n i ng of the congregat i on ,  and 

the e l i mi nat i on of un-Chri st i an modes  of behav i or .  It i s  t h i s l i fe 

i t se l f ,  centeri ng i n  the v i l l age c hurc h , t hat i s  seen t o  be  the mai n 

feature of the  Chri st i an rel i g i on . 1 9  

Evange l i ca l s are often i n i t i a l l y  appa l l ed at the  i dea of  

peop  1 e movements  ( wh i ch i s  the  reason  for now c a  1 1  i ng  them mu1 t  i ­

i nd i v i dua l  mutu a l l y  i nterdependent dec i s i ons ) because of the  bel i ef 

t h at these  new Chri st i ans c annot actu a l l y  be  tru l y  born agai n .  Of  

course  s ome probab l y  are  not born  agai n ,  but  becaus e  of t h at mutu a  1 

dec i s i on ,  those  who are n ot s aved are more recept i ve t o  the  Gospe 1 

because of  the  neces s ity t o  be part of the group . I t  must  be noted 

t h at whi l e  these dec i s i on s  may be made wi th  an i nc omp l ete  k nowl edge 

of who Jesus  i s ,  and wh i l e  these  dec i s i on s  may be made wi t h  l i tt l e 

B i b l e k nowl edge , these th i ngs  are not necessary to become a Chri sti an . 

C h i l dren do i t  i n  t he  Uni ted  States , so  adu l ts e l s ewhere c an a l so do  

i t .  

1 9McGavran , The Bri dges of God , pp . 9 1 -92 . 
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The process  of recogni z i ng Chri st  as the  s o l e  sp i r itua l  

soverei gn  of  thei r l i fe i s  ca l l ed 11 d i sc i p l i ng . 11 T h i s i s  the  start 

of a Chri sti an ' s  new l i fe .  The Chri sti an ' s  dai l y  wal k i s  ca l l ed 

1 1 perfect i ng . 11 Th i s i s  not stat i c ,  but i s  an on-goi ng proc e s s  of put-

t i ng i nt o  dai l y  pract i ce  what the Holy Spi r i t  has  taught the C hri sti an 

i n  a l l a spects of l i fe from the B i b l e ,  church , prayer , or even con­

vers at i ons  with  oth er s . 

Movi ng a mi s s i on i n  the  d i recti on of encourag i ng peop l e  move­

ments i s  not an easy task , b ut McGavran gave several  suggesti ons . 

One of the  most obv i ous  i s  to put more mi s s i onary resources where the  

growth i s .  Empha s i z i ng the neces s i ty of f i ndi ng where a peop l e  

movement i s ,  McGavran states  that i t  wou l d  be both trag i c and wastefu l  

for a mi s s i on to make major moves to  real l oc ate  much of  thei r 

resources to h e l p a peop l e movement onl y to f i nd t h at the  movement 

h ad stagnated . 20  

T i ed wi t h  the  i de a of putt i ng mi s s i on resources where the  

growth i s ,  c omes a pri ori t i z i ng of the  peop l e s  or groups  whi ch need 

he l p .  Some groups c an be keys  to  wi n other groups  or an ent i re nati on 

to  Chri st , whi  1 e other groups are i mportant because  they c an be won 

now . An i mportant quest i on that needs to  be as ked i s ,  1 1From the poi nt 

of v i ew of the  greatest  pos s i b l e  extens i on  of Chri sti ani ty duri ng the  

foreseeab l e  future wh i ch growi ng  c h urches shou l d  rece i ve  pri ori ty?2 1  

20McGavran , The Bri dges of God , p� 1 1 2 - 1 1 3 . 

2 1 McGavran , The Bri dges of  God , p .  1 1 5 .  
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Dona 1 d McGavran he l ped to open the wi ndows to new v i stas on  

C hurch growth , but the  termi nol ogy was  not yet deve l o ped , at  1 east  

not i n  rel at i on to stud i e s  on c hurch growth . C .  P eter Wagner h a s  

he l ped to  def i ne needed terms , a n d  h i s stud i es h ave he l ped to broaden  

know l edge on c hurch growth . One term that h e  has  he l ped to defi ne  

i s  the  homogeneous un i t .  Th i s i s  a group that thi n k s  of i tsel f a s  

be l ong i ng together , so  dec i s i ons  that affect t h e  group affect eac h 

member . 

Wagner devel oped a c h art on the pri nci p l e components of  

" ethc l as s  . .  i dent i ty i n  the  Uni ted St ates . 22  

The " pi e "  s 1 i ce s  h ave  been  arbi trari l y  a s s i gned proporti ons  

of  the  c i rc l e wi t h  a stronger empha s i s on  soc i a l  c l a s s  and ethni c 

group i ng than w ith  the  rura l - urban ori entat i on and reg i ona l  i denti ty . 

I n  other countri e s , the proport i ons  wou l d  be  d i fferent . Brazi l ,  for 

examp l e ,  wou l d  be much l arger proport i ons  for rural -urban ori entati on  

and  reg i on a l  i dent i ti es ,  and  a sma l l er ethn i c  group sect i on ,  but each 

reg i on of Braz i l wou l d  be  d i fferent . 

The subcategor i es  are even more di ff i c u l t  to measure . Rac e ,  

for a Dane wou l d  probab ly  b e  l es s  a factor i n  t h e  Un i ted States  than 

for an I ndones i an .  As s i mi l at i on i nt o  the Ameri c an soc i ety wou l d  be  

l es s  a strai n on a Be l g i an than  an Eth i op i an .  

Dr . Don Hohensee , i n  h i s c l a s s  on Contemporary Trends i n  

22c .  Peter Wagner , Our Ki nd of  Peopl e :  The Eth i ca l  D i mensi ons  
of  C hurch Growth i n  Ameri c a (Atl anta : John Knox Pres s ,  1979) , p .  61. 

Ethc l as s  i s  a term that Wagner borrowed from Mi l ton  Gordon 
i n  As s i mi l at i on i n  Ameri c an L i fe .  Th i s  descr i bes an Ameri c an homo-
geneous uni t .  
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E T H C L A S S  
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Mi s s i on s  g i ve  s i x  i denti fyi ng marks  of a homogeneous uni t .  

1 .  There i s  a un i que v i ew of i t se l f .  I t s  se l f - i mage i s  

d i fferent from other group s . 

2 .  Marri age i s  u sua l l y  wi th i n the  uni t .  

3 .  There i s  an e l i te ,  or  power structure , poss i b l y  b ased on  

wea l th , or age  that great l y  i nf l uences or  d i ctates group deci s i ons . 

4 .  L and r i g ht s  { owner s h i p ,  o r  stewardsh i p of the Land ) are 

d i ctated by a uni form set of cutoms or l aws . 

5 .  Mores on  sex are uni form . 

6 .  There i s  a consc i ousness  of bei ng a peop 1 e .  The i n-

d i v i dual s feel a p art of a s pec i a l  group , and that no  other i s  qui t e  

1 i ke i t .  2 3  

Understandi ng that there c an be  d i fferent homogeneous un i t s  

wi t h i n a soci ety c an he l p i n  underst andi ng E - 1 , E - 2 , and E - 3 .  The 

symbo l  " E "  stands  for " ev ange l i sm , " and the  numbers stand for d i f -

ferent c u l tural  d i stances from t h e  person who i s  i n i t i ati ng the  

evange l i sm .  E - 1 , or evange l i sm one ,  means  evange l i sm done by persons  

wi t hi n  thei r own c u l ture , or homogeneous uni t .  Both  E-2  and  E -3  con-

trast  wi th  E- 1  i n  that they represent the  type of ev ange l i sm that i s  

necess ary for wi nni ng persons  to Chr i st who are from a d i fferent homo-

geneous uni t of c u l ture t h an the  evange l i st .  E - 2  and E - 3  are cro s s  

c u l tural  evange l i sm ,  and th i s  type o f  evange l i sm i s  c a l l ed bri dg i ng . 2
4 

23oona l d Hohensee , Mi s s i on ary and Semi nary Profess o r ,  i n  a 
l ecture ( " Contemporary Trends i n  �1i s s i ons " ) at Western E v angel i c a l  
Semi n ary , Port l an d ,  Oregon , September 22 , 1 980 . 

24c .  Peter Wagner , Your C hurch Can  Be Heal thy ( Nashvi l l e ,  Ten ­
nes see : Abi ngdon , 1 979 ) , p .  b . •  
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E - 2  and E - 3  d i ffer on l y  i n  degree . E - 2  represent cros s-cu l tural  evan-

gel i sm t h at i s  c l oser to  the evange l i st s  homogeneous uni t  than the  

other . Al l c u l tural  d i s t ances are  not  equa l . An  i l l ustrati on c an 

e as i l y  s how the  d i fferenc e . For examp l e ,  an Ang l o-Ameri c an from 

Port 1 and , Oregon who went to S ao Pau l o ,  Braz i 1  to  ev ange 1 i ze the 

Brazi l i an s  wou l d  be  doi ng evange l i sm of the E-2 type . There are di f-

ferences i n  c u l ture , but h av i ng a strong European and Lat i n  i nfl uence 

on the two c u l tures prov i de many poi nts  of s i mi l ari ty .  I f  the s ame 

person were to go i nt o  Brazi l ' s Amazon j ung l e to evange l i ze the  tri b a l  

I nd i an s , the  mi s s i onary wou l d  be i n  a n  E - 3  s i tuat i on . 2 5  

O f  cours e , o n e  does not h ave to  1 eave the  Un i ted States to  

fi nd an E -3  s i tuat i on .  The Western C onference of The E vangel i c a  1 

C hurch h a s  a mi s s i on work i n  the  Southwest among the  Navajoe . An 

Ang l o-Ameri c an wor k i ng i n  t h at s i tuat i on wou l d be i n  an E - 3  s i tuati on . 

S i nce Ra l ph  !tJi nter fi rst  i ntroduced these terms i n  1 974 at 

the  Laus anne I nternati  on a 1 Congress  on Wor l d  E v ange l i sm ,  another " E "  

has  been added , E -0 , and E - 1  h a s  been d i v i ded i nto  two part s . E -0 

i s  an i nternal  evangel i sm ,  such as  wi nn i ng the c h i l dren of church 

members for Chri s t  as  wel l as peop l e  a l ready i n  the  churc h who h ave  

never been born agai n .  E - 1  has  been d i v i ded i nt o  expan s i on ev angel i sm 

and exten s i on evange l i sm .  The d i fference i s  t h at i n  exten s i on evan­

ge l i sm ,  a group reaches out and p l ant s churches  wi t h i n the  c u l ture 

2 5wagner , Your Church C an Be  Heal t hy ,  p .  52 . 
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whi l e  i n  expan s i on evange l i sm a l oc a l  group reaches  out to the com­

muni ty around them . 26 

" Redempti on and L i ft "  i s  a term often u sed i n  church growth 

art i c 1 e s , but not a 1 ways understood . When Jesus  comes i nto  a man ' s  

l i fe ,  that man becomes a new creat i on .  He  i s  redeemed due to C hri st ' s  

s av i ng acti v i ty i n  the  h uman heart . As Dona l d McGavran i n  Under-

stand i ng Church Growth s ays : 

The fel l owsh i p  of the  church buoys h i m  up . The bret hren 
g ather at h i s beds i de to pray for h i m  i n  s i cknes s . H e  reads 
or hears the  B i b 1 e and rea 1 i zes t h at God i s  for h i m  and i s  
avai l ab l e  to h i m .  He  real i zes he  i s  a son o f  God and beg i n s  
t o  act as  such  -- beg i n s  t o  1 i v e  for oth ers . H i s communi ty ,  
i n  wh i ch many others have accepted Chri st , becomes a better 
and better p l ace to  l i ve .  Al l these redempt i on s  occur i n  i m­
perfect measure , to be s ure , but they occur . 27  

Th i s new creat i on , i n  h i s repent ance , turns  from h i s s i n s .  

H e  no 1 onger c h ases  women , and fi ghts  wi th  h i s nei ghbors . H i s re-

l i ance on the Ho ly  Spi ri t  to  d i rect h i s l i fe l ead s h im  to ga i n v i ctory 

over h i s pri de , dri n k , gamb l i ng and other s i n s . 

" L i ft "  i s  the  benef i t s  that come �vi th becomi ng a C hri sti an  

due to  c hurch or mi s s i on acti v i t i es .  These  act i v i t i es may i nc l ude 

hosp ita l s ,  school s ,  and other i nsti tuti ons  to serve and he l p the 

general publ i c ,  but espec i a l l y C hri st i an brothers and s i ster s . 

L i teracy c 1 asses  are started i f  the  peop 1 e are i l l i terate , becau s e  

the  new converts need to be  ab l e  t o  read the  B i b l e .  

26oona l d Hohensee , Mi s s i onary and Semi n ary Profes s or i n  a 
Lecture ( " Key C hurch Growth Concept s " ) at Western Evangel i ca l  Semi nary , 
Port l and , Oregon , September 1 5 ,  1 980 . 

27oon al d  A .  McGavran , Understandi ng C hurch Growth { Grand 
Rapi ds , M i c h i gan : W i l l i an B .  E erdmans Publ i shi ng Company , 1 980 ) , p .  
296 . 
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" I f these  are i 1 1  i terat e ,  they are t aught to  read . Thei r 

c h i l dren , attendi ng church and mi s s i on schoo l s - - or i ncreasi ng l y ,  

t ax-sup ported schoo l s - - become grade-schoo l , h i gh-schoo l , and col l ege 

graduat es .  Perhaps they go  to Chr i st i an voc ati ona l  schoo l s and become 

mech an i c s , radi o techni c i an s , or arti s an s . G i r l s ,  sent to nurses '  

or teachers ' trai n i ng schoo l s ,  and snapped up by the r ap i d l y  expandi ng  

g overnment heal th  and  educ ati on programs and get good sa l ari e s . Ab l e  

men and women r i se to pos i t i on s  of i nternat i onal  note i n  the C hurches .  

A few or  many , dependi ng on the  country , enter government servi ce and 

ho l d pos i ti ons  of i nf l uenc e . The weal t h  of Chri sti ans ri se , they be­

come mi ddl e-c l ass  peop l e .  Members  of the Chri sti an c ommun i ty ,  who  

have not  persona l ly  done s o  wel l ,  neverthel e s s  s h are i n  the  genera l  

sense  of wel l -bei ng . A l l  th i s  I am c al l i ng 1 i ft . " 28 

The pt· ob l em that redempti on and l i ft c auses  i s  that i t  c an l ead 

to a separati on  from the or i  g i n a  1 homogeneous uni t .  Thei r 1 anguage 

c h anges a s  obscene ta l k fa l l s  away . I f  they are among a pri mi t i ve 

peop l e ,  they become c l eaner as  they l e arn of germs , f l i es and wast e . 

Marr i age rel at i ons  ch ange . The  l i st goes on , and the  separat i on be­

c omes a broad gu l f . 29 

Redempti on and l i ft i s  not b ad ,  and i t  shou l d not b e  hal ted , 

because t here i s  a remedy for the  prob l em i t  c au se s . I t  i s  si mp l y  

that the  church must conti nue w i nni ng convert s at s uch  a r ate from 

28McGavran , Understandi ng C hurch Growt h , p .  297 . 

2 9McGavran , Understandi ng Church  Growth , p .  299 . 
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the homogeneous uni t i n  wh i c h the  church work s ,  t h at despi te the 

" l i ft "  of  second and thi rd generat i on C hri sti ans , there wi l l  sti l l  

be  many persons  i n  the church wi th  whom non-Chr i st i ans  c an fee 1 

comfort ab l e . 30 

Church growth advocates bel i eve that the  church c an ,  and 

shou l d  grow , but research i s  nec e s s ary . Research to asc ertai n the 

ch aracteri sti c s  of a l oc a l  c hurc h , or a denomi n at i on , so  that it can 

be determi ned what group wau l  d be  most recepti ve to  a wi tness  from 

the churc h .  Research i s  necess ary to  fi nd unchurched areas , a s  we 1 1  

as  why some churches  grow and oth ers  do not . A l l areas  of churc h  l i fe 

need to be  studi ed and anal yzed . McGavran s ays : 

The C hurch c annot affort to  b 1 under ahead evange 1 i zi ng 
the c i t i es wi th her eyes  c l o sed . To t hrow as much l i ght as 
pos s i b l e  on wh at evangel i sm i s  effecti ve and what i s  not good 
stewardsh i p .  F ai l ure to acqu i re l i ght wou l d  i n  these days  
be c a l l ed ,  i n  the b us i ness  worl d ,  c r i mi na l  neg l i gence . Our 
L ord wou l d  regard i t  no l es s  seri ous l y . 3 1  

There c an be  no better way o f  concentrat i ng efforts and 

putt i ng as i de good th i ng s  for better ones t h an sett i ng goal s .  I f  

c hurches are to  effecti ve l y  evangel i ze ,  they must ga i n members . They 

s hou l d set membersh i p goal s .  S ett i ng these  goal s wi l l  foc u s  thei r 

efforts to the  t as k .  

Goa 1 sett i ng c an be d amag i ng t o  the  ego of pastors as we 1 1  

as  the  c h urch body , bec au s e  i t  force s  the  measurement of the  past . 

30McGavr an , Under standi ng C hurch Growt h ,  p .  3 1 0 .  

3 1 McGavran , Underst and�ng Church Growth , p .  322 . 
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Th i s can  be the  i mpetus though , t h at i s  needed to ga l vani ze a godl y ,  

but i neffecti ve  peop l e .  They may be forced t o  set thei r pri ori t i e s  

i n  l i ne wi th  God ' s  - - wi nn i ng t h e  l ost , and perfecti ng them i n  t h e  

c h urch . 

Ho l i st i c  evange l i sm must b e  c arri ed out to  the  s pec i fi c  end 

t h at a l l peop l es s h a l l be d i sc i p l ed .  The many unre ac hed peop l es ,  the  

b i l l i on s  who  have yet to be l i eve stand i n  rebuke to u s  and a cha l l enge 

to  a l l Chri sti ans  to reach them.  

Goal  sett i ng h e l p s  p astors and mi s s i onar i e s  k eep the i r  
pri ori t i e s  p l eas i ng to God . I t  keeps them from gett i ng l os t  
i n  a j ung l e  of  mai ntenance j o b s  and good works . I t  he l ps  mi s ­
s i o l og i st s  remember that un l es s  the d i sc i p l i ng o f  p anta t a  
ethne i s  the steady ai m ,  they are , perh aps  agai nst  the i r  
wi ll s ,  engaged i n  v ague h aman i t ari ani sm or i ntel l ectu a l  
exp l orat i on ,  not wor l d  evange l i zati on . Whatever Chri sti an s 
do or teac h  i n  Ameri c a  or  any other l and , goa l  sett i ng hel p s  
them remember that thei r great Head ever 1 eads them and the  
Ho ly  Spi ri t ever i mpe l s them to worl d ev ange l i zat i on . 32 

From the  1 oaks i n  c hapter three on the numbers  of 11 seekers II  

( convers i on s ) , one c an get the  i dea  of an i n i t i a l peopl es movement 

wi t h  the Mi s s i onary C hurch b ut the h arvest was not a l l conserved , 

st i l l  from th i s t i me c ame the L i berato fami l y  wh i ch bes i des gi v i ng  

many members to the  Mi s s i onary C hurc h , gave  the  C hurch two pastors  

and  a general superi ntendent . 

Many of  the  ear l y  converts were country peo p l e ,  so  t he church 

has ai med at reac h i ng  those k i nds  of peopl e .  Th i s has met wi th mi xed 

s ucces s . The Mi s s i onary C hurch has  succeeded i n  w i nn i ng many peop l e  

i n  the country , but Brazi 1 i s  becomtng an urban and i ndustri a 1 nati on , 

32McGavran , Understandi ng Church Growt h , p .  4 1 3 .  
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so  the c hurch has  l o st many members through moves  to c i t i es where no  

Mi s s i onary c hurch was  near . To  compound the  1 a s s  of members  i s  the  

fact  t h at as  new 1 ands  for  farmi ng open up , many members moved west  

to try and  make  a better l i fe . 

Despi te mi s s i on urg i ng s ,  c hurch l eaders were rel uct ant to put 

the i r  resources i nto c i ty wor k s . They knew that they c ou l d  wi n sou l s 

i n  the country and sma l l town s ,  but l arge c i ti es were unnerv i ng .  Wi t h  

success  i n  the  c i ti es , t h e  church i s  begi nni ng to put new emphas i s 

on growth there . 

The  Mi s s i onary C hurch appeal s to wor k i ng  c l as s ,  and i n  some 

c i ti es ,  l ower mi dd l e c l as s ,  peop l e .  I t  i s  especi a l l y  effect i ve wi th  

those  who h av e  rura 1 root s . I f  i t  i s  to fo 1 1  ow c hurch growth 

pri nc i p l es ,  i t  s hou l d  concentrate on those peopl e  i n  new areas  

spr i ng i ng up on the  peri meter of  a 1 1  1 arge Brazi  1 i an c i t i e s . Muc h  

effort h a s  been expanded i n  tryi ng to  start new ch urches i n  sma 1 1  

towns i n  new areas recent l y  opened up for homesteadi ng where church 

member s h ave moved , but the churches  h ave  been strugg l i ng .  The church 

has  found a homogeneous un i t  wi t h  whi ch i t  c an grow . I t  needs to now 

exp l o i t  i t  more . 

Many OMS Mi s s i onari e s  h ave wanted a n i ce mi dd l e c l a s s  

denomi n at i on or a t  l east a coup l e  of churches that wou l d reach t h e  

mi dd l e  c l as s . Much t i me ,  effort , money , and personnel  has  been spent 

i n  ways  to  reach these i nd i v i  dua 1 s through s i ng i ng groups , a coffee 

house , and Te 1 emen s agem . Many h undreds have sought the Lord through 

these  means ,  but few h ave  jo i ned The Mi s s i onary Churc h . If the  mi s ­

s i onar i e s  cou l d  real i ze that g i ven  t i me ,  many c hurches  wi l l  r i se i nto  
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a h i gher soc i a l  c l as s ,  bec ause of " Redempt i on and L i ft "  then perh aps  

more of i ts resources cou 1 d be app  1 i ed  to those  who are respon s i v e  

now . 



CHAPTER 6 

CONCLUSI ONS  

In  l oo k i ng at  c hurch s tati st i c s ,  p art i cu l ar l y  the  semi -

1 ogari thmi c graph of membersh i p ( graph #5 ) , and the  fi gures of con­

versi on s  ( tabl e #3 ) ,  it  becomes pa i nfu l l y  obvi ous  that The Mi s s i onary 

C hurch h as prob 1 ems . Membersh i p i s  growi ng , but not much more than 

popu l at i on  growth . Granted , The Mi s s i onary C h urch h as a number of 

c hurches i n  sma 1 1 ,  rura 1 ori ented , towns and these towns are not 

growi ng , but th i s l ac k  s hou l d be  more than made u p  w i t h  t he number 

of churches  and  congregat i ons  i n  and around major , and  growi ng , 

popu l at i on  centers such  as  Mari nga ,  Londr i n a ,  and Sao P au l o .  Severa l  

t i me s  membersh i p growth has  spurted ahead w i t h  a good rate o f  i ncrease , 

but the rate  i ncrease has  not been s u st ai ned . A det ai 1 ed  study of 

th i s needs to be  made to uncover a l l of the pert i nent fact s about 

th i s ,  from t h i s prel i mi nary study , the  data i nd i c ates  that The Mi s ­

s i onary Church must v i gorou s l y  p l ant c h urche s , i f  i t  i s  to  have a 

heal thy rat e  of growth . The d at a  a l s o  i nd i c ates a so l ut i on .  The 

c hurch mu st devel op and trai n l ay pastors wi t h  the  i de a  of starti ng 

preac h i ng  poi nt s .  Many , of these poi nt s  wi 1 1  deve 1 op  i nto organi zed 

c hurche s . 

Some c hurch l eaders  want to  bui l d  up  l arger central  churches , 

so  t h at pastors c an be  fu l l y  pa i d by the churc h , and after that i s  

done , to  p l ant smal l er ,  s ate l l i te c ongregat i on s .  Th i s  has  not yet 

1 0 1 . 
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worked for The Mi s s i onary Churc h , nor i s  i t  pos s i b l e ,  under th i s p l an , 

to p l ant as many churches a s  i s  poss i b l e  u s i ng l ay pastors . 

Us i ng l ay pastors c an pos e  prob l ems . The most  seri ous  i s  that  

these  men  do not  h ave the theo l og i ca l  trai n i ng ,  or the too l s to con­

t i nue  to  feed thei r f l ock for  a l ong peri od of t i me .  Th i s probl em 

c an be so  1 ved t hrough the  T .  E .  E .  progr am ,  but on ly  i f  the pastors 

t hemse l ves  see the  neces s i ty for further trai n i ng .  The Mi s s i onary 

Church cou l d ,  as  an organ i z at i on ,  i ns i st on a cont i nua l  proc es s ,  of 

l ay trai n i ng ,  g i v i ng T . E . E .  as an opti on for the l ay pastors , o r  

deve l op t hei r own system of  trai n i ng .  OMS h as t h e  expert i se  i n  th i s 

fi e l d ,  and s hou l d be used . 

I f  f i gures on  seekers are correct , The Mi s s i onary C h urch i s  

l oo s i ng a wi de  host  of p o s s i b l e members .  Further research shou l d  

b e  done t o  detemi ne  exact l y  h ow many convers i ons  there are , and where 

they are from . On ly  i f  t h i s i s  done , c an i t  be determi ned to wh at  

extent t here i s  a prob l em .  If  t here i s  ( st at i st i cs i nd i c ate  there i s ) 

the church and/or mi s s i on wi l l  need to  deve l op a program of  nurturi ng  

these  b abes i n  Chr i st . I be  1 i eve that the best way to  n urture them 

i s  through the  c hurch , so organ i z i ng churches wou l d be  i mperat i ve .  

I n  Acts ,  we repeated ly  see the apost l e  Pau l  concentrat i ng h i s 

effort s  i n  the  c i t i es . C i t i es are k ey poi nts to  a countt·y . I n  the  

c i ti es , P au l  worked most l y  among  those  who  were most  respons i ve to  

the  Gaspe  1 .  Th i s  needs to  be  The Mi s s i onary Churc h ' s  strategy . 

Wi nni ng those i n  sma l l towns i s  good , but those towns c ou l d  be  better 

reached i f  the  c i t i es \-Jere reach ed fi rst . W i th  Brazi  1 a 1 ready an 

urban nati on , the  c hurch must ask i t se l f  i f  i t  c an g i ve more personne l  
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and money to deve 1 op i ng more c i ty c hurches i n  major , growi ng pop­

ul at i on center s . I f  the church c annot spare the  personnel , b ut sees 

the need , i t  c ou l d  ask the  mi s s i on to  beg i n  agai n the  Every Creature 

Crusade whi ch h as been so  s uccessfu l  i n  other countri e s . 

I t  seems as  i f  The Mi s s i onary Church h as 1 ost i ts ardor for 

evange l i sm .  I t  must reg a i n i t .  A strong evange 1 i sti  c thrust c an 

on l y  come from those  who h ave a v i s i on ,  a g i ft ,  and a burden for 

evange l i sm .  OMS c ou l d  s end one or two fami l i e s  i nto Brazi l for j ust  

p l ant i ng churches , and g i v i ng a cha l l enge and  i nsp i rati on to  

Brazi l i an s  to  do  the  j ob .  

There are those wi th i n the  church and the mi s s i on who deep l y  

desi re mi dd l e  c l as s  congreg at i ons . Th i s i s  pos s i b l e  today i n  severa l  

of t h e  central l y  l oc ated c hurches i n  Mari nga , Londri na , and S ao Pau l o ,  

to  n ame a few . I t  i s  poss i b l e  because  of " Redempt i on and Li ft . "  

Second generat i on c h urch peop 1 e are growi ng u p  w ith  a much hi gher 

1 eve l of educat i on than t he i r  parents .  The c hurch must wi n these 

church c h i l dren for the  Lord . C amp Sha l om has  been extreme l y  usefu l 

i n  wi nn i ng these  c h i l dren , but more emphas i s  needs to be  put on  

nurturi ng  them . C amp Sha l om c an on l y  reach effecti ve l y  the  Londri n a  

and Mar i nga  reg i ons , s o  some means  must be  found t o  reach t h e  others . 

Both the  c hurch and the mi s s i on must set some s hort r ange and 

l ong range goal s that are both reachab l e  and measurab l e .  For examp l e ,  

sett i ng a goal  of add i ng ten percent to  the membersh i p each year for 

the next f i ve  year s . Th i s i s  re asonab 1 e ,  bec ause  the  church has  done 

better than  ten percent i n  the recent p ast . Thi s goa 1 c an a 1 so be 

e as i l y  measured . 
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Often , the sett i ng o f  goal s h a s  been d i ffi c u l t  for many 

c hurches and mi s s i ons . To he l p form goal s ,  some of these  groups h ave  

as ked themse l ves  th i s quest i on .  " I f Jesus  were t o  t arry f i ve more 

years , what wou l d  He  h ave u s  do i n  t h at t i me ? "  Both OMS and The 

Mi s s i onary Church shou l d ask that quest i on .  

To p l an for the future , one must  know the past . Research now 

needs t o  be done on i nd i v i dua l  c hurches and reg i on s . W i th  th i s dat a . 

goal s c an be set for i nd i v i dua l  c h urches of reg i ons . 

These goal s shou l d then be u sed as a standard by wh i c h church 

and mi s s i on propos ed projects  and p l ans  wi l l  be  j udged . If some pro­

j ect , no matter how dear t o  the  heart of those who proposed i t ,  does 

not contri bute towards the goal , the p l ans  for i t  shou l d be dropped . 

Th i s i s  not s ayi ng that g o a  1 s i n  and of themse 1 ves  are s ac rosanct , 

but i f  they h ave  been made wi t h  much thoughtful  cons i derat i on ,  and 

much prayer by God ' s  peop 1 e ,  one must assume that God gu i ded the  

process  of  maki ng the goal s .  

The churc h  does not h ave  a suffi c i ent number of pastors , yet 

many are heav i l y  i nvo l ved i n  soc i a l  programs . Thi s i nvo l vement takes  

t i me and  effort away from the  pastor , and  must  adverse ly  effect the  

churc h . I f  t he  c hurch i s  t o  grow ,  as  I be 1 i eve i t  c an , t he  church 

must eva  1 uate e ac h  soci  a 1 program i n  1 i ne  w i t h  i ts goa  1 s .  The 

Mi s s i onary C hurch may h ave  t o  e l i mi nate some of the programs , or turn 

them over to  soc i et i e s  who s e  purpose i s  that s ort of  th i ng , but wi t h  

The Mi s s i onary C hurch ' s  smal l s i ze ,  i t  c annot both strong l y  evangel i ze 

and cont i nue to  expand i t s  soc i a l work . 

OMS i s  not exempt from an overemphas i s  on one  th i ng to the 
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detri ment of another . Both camp i ng and the  semi nari e s  are good , and 

are needed , but the mi s s i on  must sh i ft i ts major emphas i s  from i ts 

educat i onal  i nst i tut i ons  i nto  evangel i sm - an evange l i sm t h at pl ants 

churche s . The mi s s i on has  al ready di vested i tse l f of  Camp P anorama , 

so  now i t  needs to  seri ous l y  study Tel emens agem to  see i f  i t  i s  

he l p i ng t o  p l ant churches . Such  quest i ons  as , " How many church 

members  have been added because of i t? , "  and 11 How many congregati ons 

or churches  were formed by i t ? "  need to be as ked . After a thoughtfu l , 

thorough study of Tel emen s agem , the mi s s i on must dec i de i f  Tel e ­

mens agem i s  worth t h e  t i me and money . 

God has  used OMS t o  spearhead peop l e  movements and reap great 

h arvests  for H i m .  God has  u s ed The Mi s s i onary C hurch to  wi n thousands  

to  a sav i ng knowl edge of Jesus  Chr i st . Let  us  hope , and  pray for God 

to  use these two , to  s park another great movement to  C hri st so that 

Braz i l c an be reached wi th  the  Good News of  Jesus  Chr i st . 
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Ri se  of Worker ' s  I ncome 

Percentage of Workers Rece i v i ng 

0 - 50% 
of 

mi n i mum s al ary 

50 - 1 00% 
of 

mi n i mum s al ary 

1 00 - 200% 
of 

mi n i mum sa l ary 

200 - 500% 
of 

mi n i mum s a l ary 

more t h an 500% 
of 

mi n i mum s a l ary 
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1 97 1  1 976  

6 . 5% 1 . 5% 

1 7 . 9% 8 . 9% 

3 1 . 5% 29 . 7% 

28 . 6% 35 . 2% 

1 1 . 3% 23 . 8% 

Sourc e : Al oys i a  B i ondi , " 0  Novo Resto Do Bras i l � " Bras i l 2 1 , 
2 ( 1 980 ) , 5 7 - 58 . 

I t shou l d be noted t h at the  mi n i mum s a l ary i s  adjusted for i n -

f 1  ati on so  these  stati st i c s  are not skewed by i nf l ated cruzeiros . 
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APPEND I X  B .  

Concentr at i on of I ncome 

The r i chest ten percent of Braz i l and thei r percentage of the  

i nc ome of the  country . 

Year Percent of  Nat i ona l  I ncome 

1 960 45 

1 970 50 

1 97 2  5 1  

1 976 54 

Source : A l oys i a B i ondi , "0  Novo Rosto Do Bras i l , " Bras i l 2 1 , 
2 ( 1 980 ) ' 53 . 
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