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R34k, ins Tk Bomes
B ot [l

;ruwwuﬁw ed the question and knew
et ised by sny ,,Ig-th‘tt-, ngcht come befure the
- . . 1 hope you will find time to reud this lett
~ because what I think aboul tiis move is of imp:
~  becsuse I xnow 1 aw saying what millions of ob

8 if they made hemselves heard, as I try to do.

'~ . 1ions of folks who think thut the adoption of universal mil-
) SR 4tary training would be the worst step that has eéver been tLakea
in our history, and I am certainly one of Lthese.. '

Yay 1 mention some of‘the,atahdyointa fram{Jgich I
think this move is hopelessly objectionable? R e

. MILITMRY., If one were to grant that the un;} fexee ©7.
5 ' that can save the United States in thess times was the mils v
"~ itary, which I do not at all grani, and that our Balvation 7 sid
* _ lay in preparaticn to destiroy on a2 scale thu«l uo olaser naticn L
: M gould match, still universal military training is not the L R
a ‘ anawer. If war comes, it will be = war of specialisis; of &
air pilots or pilotless aircraft and missiles, &pd greal K
armies of soldiers wculd only give greater opportunily for ey
wholesale massacres. Tilere are, of oourse, two ends Lo be 55 |
achieved by universal military training, neither of which
is desirable. One is to give employment bto an army of "brass
hate” who oucght to bBe in productive employment, rather than >
in employment that is 2 drain on 2ll the rest of us, The . 7
other is Lo increcase the militaricm of our country, a thing =i o
to be avoided as we would th

é the plzgue. , 3

ITTERVATIONAL., Universal military trainiag evdlas ¢ 1
not fail to be provocative to other powers, especially to - =i i
those whe =lrz2ady eye the United States with smspiclons. If" =
one waubs bo <now the effect cn others; he hds only teo thi
what the szme move weuldd have oan us if Russia, for instan
were as much richer than we as we are now richer thaa Rus
sie and were to make the move that this propesed iaw w
provide for us if it were sdopted. The inevitable a
such a move on our part will be greater effort on
of other nations to meet our warlike preparations
like move, and off we are on another great inter:
arvament race that will result, has alx
in another war. b # o s

X




food, ¢lo 1ter. mo end the o
: ) v
life. !ﬁn%-am.g t ie '-buw:: to
»'jzaing{’¢ n'>»rori‘1u'f§:n«imd mar-

- from swpport of this measure would be "dying in the Lord."

service of humanity would make Americs sufe frow
of attack ~« nohody would want to atbtack us, It ie
plane on which to think, this matter of dollars snd cents; dut
it 18 & plane on which there is & lot of thinking being done,
and & lot more will be done if this measure is pessed and goes
into effeot. People want relief from the burden of high taxes,
not the sddition of biilions for military training in time of
peace. I'm not & prephet nor the son of a prophet in matiers
economic and political, but if this measure is poesed, with Lhe
diiilone of dollare phet it will involve, I shall mise my guess
if taose whoe faver it dec nct suffer for it politically in the
future. If it were the right thing to support it, even if it m
meant political suicide, cvne would want to support il, and we
eould say of him, '"Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord.”
But I can't feel that the political death that might result

NMORAL. I do not have to tell you that military 1life, ' 4
in training camp or on the field, is not a good place for the '

development of high morzl character. Recently a relative eof i

mine, back from the war .in Purope, was with his wife entertain- 1§{;
ing a lobt of young men who wanted his advice, which he gave in 671
these wurds, "Drink lots of hard liquor, and ehange your women . skt
often." (His wife is not now living with him.) That, of course, s
you cen say is the exception, not the rule. Butbl the increase e

in drunkenness among the scldiers, the increase in vinereal
disease in spite of all the prophylactic precautions, and mate
ters of that sort =- I do not need to go into that scrt of thing
in this discussion. And you are not fooled, I am sure, though
some gullible people arey, by the "front" that is being put up
by the show place of military training, where you'd think that
military training vas going to make Sunday Schcol boys out of
our prospective soldiers. You know that uriversal military
training wonld not and could nobt be carried ¢n on any such
basis as it is there, and if it could it would cost wmultipiied
billions over what is proposed by the present bills thal haye
heen framed. o e

i've not nandled this argument diplomatically. 18l
have asiked you, "Do you think that meny military officers &
supporting military training on a universal scale in or
they may hold their jobs?" 1 should have said, “Is il
t-at the military establishment is using money approp
for military purpeses instead in an effort tc bring
universal nilitary training?" I should have said,
your judgment would be the aggregale cost of uniwv
training, and how much would that be per adult o
Dnited States?" But you are tco big a man o
matter of lack of tact and diplomacy. 1 hope ¥y
whole matter the thought that it deserves, and
come to feel, as I do, that universale mil

e SR .



And. the pnm{u Sares sy i
NoBt of us snuw BO um. atmuh aowr z',
no n.lnt sure whether we have a sabis. to_'ai.l¢V1‘

Witk Nindent pupnoel vagards and veot ‘wum

8incerely yours,

Levi T, Pennington,
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