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D e s p i t e t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i on o f  t h i s  l aw a s  p e r f e c t , i t  r equi r e s  

t h e  i n g r e d i en t  o f  p r a c t i c a l  works  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  ful f i l l e d  

( t e l e i t e , 2 : 8 ) .  B l e s s i n g  fo l l ows  the  " e f fe c tu a l d o e r, " n o t  

t h e  " fo r g e t fu l  h e a r e r "  ( 1 : 2 5 ) . T hus J am e s  u s e d  " p e r f e c t " t o  

i dent i fy t h e  u l t imat e , d iv i n e  s t an d a r d  o f  fr e e dom wh i ch wou l d  

b r i ng  b l e s s in g  an d app r o v a l  when p e r s on a l l y  i mp l emen t e d . 

T h e  fourth  r e f e r e n c e , i n  J ames  2 : 2 2 , s umma r i z e s  

Ab raham ' s  s u r r e n d e r  o f  I s aa c  b y  s t a t i n g , " Y o u  s e e  t h a t  fa i th 

was  w o r k i n g  w i th h i s  w o r k s , a n d  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  w o rks , 

f a i t h  w a s  p e r fe c t e d  [ e t e l e i � t h � ] . ' ' S e v e r a l  o t h e r  c on c e p t s  i n  

t h e  p a s s a g e  d e s c r i b e  t h e  r e l at i o n s h ip b e tw e e n  f a i t h  a n d  w o r k s . 

Ko rks s e rve a s  a g en t s g i v i n g  e v i d e n c e  t o  fa i th ( v .  1 8 ) . F a i th 

in i s o l a t i on o f  w o r k s  ( vv . 1 7 , 2 5 ) p r e v e n t s  j u s t i f i c a t i on ( v .  2 4 )  

and i s  thus  u s e l e s s  o r  d e a d  ( vv .  2 0 , 2 6 ) . By t h e s e  c on t ex t u a l  

c o r r e l at i on s  t h e  ap o s t l e  imp l i e d  t h a t  fo r f a i t h t o  b e  p e r f e c t  

1 3 3  i t  mu s t  b e  m a d e  c omp l e t e , un i t e d w i t h  w o r k s . Even demon s 

p r a c t i c e d  b e l i e f w i t h o u t  w o r k s  ( 2 : 1 9 ) . F a i th i n  i s o l a t ion o f  

p r a c t i c a l  c o n c e rn c omp r i s e d  fut i l i t y . T hu s  p e r fe c t  i n  t h i s  

p a s s a g e  imp l i e s  un i t y  w i t h  an e s s en t i a l  c o un t e rp a r t . 

T h e  l a s t  men t i on o f  p e r fe c t i on app e a r s  in  J am e s  

F o r  w e  a l l  s tumb l e  i n  many w ay s . I f  any o n e  d o e s  n o t  
s tumb l e  i n  wh a t  h e  s ay s , h e  i s  a p e r fe c t  [ t e l e i o s ] 
man , ab l e  t o  b r i d l e  t h e  who l e  b o dy a s  w e l l . 

T h e  cont ext  i nd i c a t e s  t h a t  p e r f e c t i on i s  t h e  ant i th e s i s  o f  

1 3 3 I n  2 : 2 3 t h e  a u t h o r  n o t e d  t h e  ful f i l lm e n t  o f  S c r i p t u r e  
w i t h  p l � r o �  r a t h e r  t h an t h e  s t rong e r  t e l e � . W i t h  t hi s  d i s t i nc 
t i on h e  r e t a i ne d  a b o l d  emp h a s i s  in t h e  a r g ument  f o r  c omp l e t i ng  
fa i th b y  w o r ks . I f  h e  h a d  u s e d  t e l e� f o r  f u l f i l l me n t , t h e  s t re s s  
on p e r fe c t i on i n  2 : 2 2 w o u l d  h a v e  b e en w e a k e ne d . 
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s t umb l in g . S t umb l ing  s u g g e s t s  un g a i n l y  moveme n t  o f  t h e  l e g s , 

a f a i l u r e  t o  r e c kon w i th t h e  t e rr a i n . P e r fe c t i on , on  t h e  o t h e r  

h an d , invo l v e s  t h e  ab i l i ty t o  " b r i d l e "  o r  cont r o l movement . 

C o n t r o l i s  i l lu s t r a t e d  i n  v e r s e s  3 and  4 b y  h o r s e s ' b i t s  and 

s h ip s ' rudde r s . T h e s e  c o r r e s p o n d  to t h e  p r o found i n f l uence  

of  t h e  s m a l l h uman t ongue . 

At t a inment  o f  p e r fe c t i on 1n  s p e e c h - c on t r o l  a p p e ars t o  

b e  b ey o n d  hope : " F o r  e v e ry s p e c i e s  o f  b e a s t s . h a s  b e en  

t am e d  b y  the  human r a c e . But no  one  c an t ame the  t on g ue . " 

( vv .  7 - 8 ) . Doub l e - t a l k  s e eme d i n e v i t a b l e  ( vv .  9 - 1 1 ) . Y e t  

J ame s d i d  no t d e s p a i r  o f  a t t a in in g  s u c h  s e l f - c o n t r o l . H e  o n l y  

d e f i e d  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  s e l f - i mp r ovement  t e c h n i q u e s  t o  r e ac h  

t h i s  g oa l . B y  s ubmi t t in g  t o  G o d  t h e  d o ub l e - m i n d e d  m i g h t  b e  

" f " d 1 3 4 p u r l  1 e  . 

Thus  p e r fe c t i on in  J am e s c onno t e s  matur i ty demon s t ra t e d  

1 3 5  b y  s e l f - c on t r o l  1 n  s p e e ch . J am e s  f e l t  j u s t i f i e d  i n  l o c a t i n g  

p e r f e c t i on i n  a sma l l  z on e  b e c au s e mas t e ry o f  t h i s  a r e a  l e d  

t o  ma s t e ry o f  t h e  who l e  b o dy .  Fe a s i b i l i ty o f  s uc h  p e r f e c t ion 

d e p en d s  up on p ur i fi c a t i on by G o d .  

Summ a ry . P e r f e c t i o n  i n  J ame s ' e p i s t l e  r e f l e c t s  a w i d e r  

va r i e ty o f  c onn o t a t i on s  t h an s e en  i n  H e b r e w s  o r  in P h i l ipp i an s . 

1 3 4  C f .  L an g e  and Van O o s t e r z e e ,  T h e  Ep i s t l e  G e n e ral  
of  J ame s , p .  9 4 . 

1 3 5T h e  w r i t e r  d i f f e r s  w i th Rop e s ' s t a t ement  t h a t  " th e  
i de a  o f  ' ma t ur i ty, '  ' a dul t  g r ow t h, ' e i th e r p hy s i c a l  ( l leb . 5 : 1 4 ;  
I C o r . 1 4 : 2 0 )  o r  s p i r i t u a l  ( I  C o r . 2 : 6 ; 1 3 : 1 1 ;  C o l . 1 : 2 8 ;  4 : 1 2 ) , 
d o e s  n o t  s e em p r e s en t  i n  J am e s ' u s e , w h i ch i s  r a t h e r  a k i n  t o  
t h a t  o f  i'lt . 5 : 4 8 ;  1 9 : 2 1, "  Rop e s , p .  1 3 8 . 
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T h e  P h i l i pp i an s  c o n c e p t  o f  u l t ima t e  o r  d iv i ne  p e r f e c t i on 

c o r r e s p onds  w i t h t h e  p e r f e c t  g i f t f r om a d i v i n e  s ou r c e  

( J a s . 1 : 1 7 ) .  T h e  H eb r ews c o n c e p t  o f  l on g - aw a i t e d  fu l f i l l ment 

c o r r e s ponds  w i t h  the p e r f e c t  l aw wh i c h  now t ru l y  l i b e r a t e s  

( J a s . 1 : 2 5 ) .  B ey o n d  t h e s e  s h ad e s  o f  m e an i n g  l i e s  t h e  c onn o t a -

t i on o f  comp l e t i o n . I n  J ame s 1 : 4 ,  the  s e c on d  u s e  o f  p e r f e c t i o n  

s u g g e s t s  1 1Conple t ely e qu ip p e d" t h rough  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  t r i al s . 

F a i t h  b e c om e s  fun c t i ona l ly comp l e te when j o i n e d w i th w o rks  

( 1 · 7 1 )  '-' .  '- � . C omp l e t e  matur i ty e v i d e n t  in  s e l f - c o n t r o l  i s  sug -

g e s t e d b y  t h e  f i n a l  us a g e , 1 n  J am e s  3 : 2 .  T he s e l a s t  t h r e e  

r e f e r e nc e s  i n  t h e  c a t e g o ry o f  c omp l e t i on c o r r e s p o n d  r e s p e c t i ve l y  

t o  t h e  r e l at e d  th emes  o f  t r i a l s , w o r k s , and  matu r i ty . P e r fe c -

t i on f o rmed a c ruc i a l  ro l e  i n  t h e  m e s s a g e  o f  J am e s  a s  h e  

e xh o r t e d  r e ad e r s  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  l i f e  o f  a comp l e t e d  C h r i s t i an .  

M a t t hew 5 : 4 8 

On e o f  t h e  mo s t  in c i s i v e  r e fe r e n c e s  t o  p e r f e c t i on was  

made  by J e su s  i n  M a t t h e w  5 : 4 8 :  " T h e r e f o r e  y ou a r e  t o  b e  

p e r f e c t  [ t e l e i o i ] ,  a s  y o ur h e av e n l y  F a t h e r  i s  p e r f e c t  [ t e l e io s ] . "  

E a r l e d e s c r i b e s  t h i s  s t an d a r d  a s  " o n l y  a c o uns e l  o f  d e s p a i r, "  

1 3 6  unl e s s  mo d i f i e d f r om i t s ab o l u t e  s e n s e . T h e  c on t e x t  p r o -

v i de s  c e r t a i n mo d i fying  f ac t o rs wh i ch s h o u l d  b e  e x am i n e d .  

T h e  c h ap t e r  c l i max e d  b y  t h i s  ve r s e  c on t a i n s  num e rous 

i n s truc t i on s  wh i ch j a r r e d  J e s u s ' aud i en c e  from  the  u s u a l  c u l t u r a l  

c o de . B l e s s i n g  a s c r ib e d  t o  t h e  p o o r  in  s p i r i t  ( v .  3 ) , the  

1 3 6 Ra l p h  E a r l e , "Mat t h ev.r, "  i'l a t t h eH t o  A c t s , V o l . I V ,  
We s l e yan B i b l e  C omment ary , e d . C h a r l e s  W .  C a r t e r  ( G r and Rap i d s : 
E e rdman s , 1 9 6 9 ) , p .  3 5 .  
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mourn i n g  ( v .  4 ) , and t o  t h e  p er s e c u t e d  ( vv .  1 0 - 1 1 )  c o un t e r e d  

c ommonly  c h e r i s h e d  v a l ue s . N ew r i pp l e s  app e a r e d  a s  J e s u s 

up s e t  u s u a l  l en i ency in  a n g e r , l us t , d i v o r c e , o at h s , r even g e , 

and  h a t e . He  l a i d  b a r e  and  c en s o r e d  t h e  s ub t l e  t hought  promp t -

1 n g  t h e  a dm i t t e dly  w i c k e d  a c t . I n  o r d e r  t o  g a i n  t h e  h e r i t a g e  

a s  " s ons o f  your F a t h e r  wh o i s  i n  h e aven , "  o n e  mu s t  r e p l ac e  

e n emy h a t r e d  w i th l ov e  ( v . 4 5 ) . On l y  l o v i ng  b eh a v i o r  w o u l d  

m a t ch t h e  p a t t e rn s e t by t h e  F a th e r , wh o s e  sun l i g h t  an d r a i n  

fe l l  i n d i s c r iminat e ly on e v i l and  g o o d ,  r i g h t e o u s  and  unr i gh t -

e ou s . T o  f a l l  s h o r t  o f  t h i s  s t an d a r d  w a s  t o  r e v o k e  o n e ' s  p a r t  

w i th t h e  h eavenly  F a t h e r , a n d  t o  j o i n  w i th t ax - g a t h e r e r s  and 

G e n t  i 1 e s ( vv . 4 6 - 4 7 )  . 

F our e l ements  1n  t h i s  c on t e x t  r e f i n e  t h e  imp l i c a t i on 

o f  p e r fe c t : f i r s t , i t  1 s  t o  b e  c on t r a s t e d  wi th t h e  i mp e r f e c t  

e x t e rn a l  cus t oms o f  t h e  d a y ; s e c on d ,  i t  d e r i v e s  from s up e r -

n a t u r a l h e r e di tary l ik e ne s s ; t h i r d ,  i t  i n c o r p o r a t e s  l o ve for  

the  r eb e l ; and fourth , e xc lu s i on from c e l e s t r i a l  s on s h i p fo rms 

t h e  o n l y  a l t e rn a t i v e  to b e ing  p e r fe c t . 

T h e  p a r a l l e l  mes s ag e  in  L u k e  6 : 3 5 - 6  r e t a i n s  t he 

empha s i s  on  unqu a l i f i e d  l ov e , b u t  a l t e r s  t h e  men t i on o f  p e r -

f e c t i on :  

fut l o ve your enem i e s , and d o  g o o d , and l en d , exp e c t 
ing  n o t h in g  in  r e turn ; and  y o u r  r ew a r d  w i l l  b e  g r e a t , 
and  you w i l l  b e  s on s  o f  t h e  Mo s t  H i gh ; f o r  H e  Hims e l f  
i s  k ind  t o  un g r a t e fu l  and  e v i l men . B e  m e rc i ful , 
j us t  a s  your F a t h e r  i s  m e r c i fu l . 

L u k e  s e em i n g l y  l m-J e r e d  t h e  h ur d l e  fo r s on s  h i p , and " t hus s e ems 

- - 1 3 7  t o  e xp r e s s  mo re  a c c ur a t e ly t h e  m e an 1 n g  1 n t end e d . "  

1 3 7 C ampb e l l ,  p .  7 3 0 . 



B u t  C amp b e l l  w i s e ly c on t i nu e s ,  " I t  i s  a s  c l e a r l y  imp o s s i b l e  

f o r  Men t o  b e  me r c i fu l  a s  G o d  i s  me rc i fu l  a�� for t h e m  t o  b e  

1 3 8  p e r fe c t  a s  Go d i s  p e r f e c t . "  

8 2 

Chr i s t ' s  i mp e r at iv e  r e ma i n s  o v e rwh e l m i n g l y  l o ft y , even  

when mo d i f i e d  f r om ab s o l u t e  p e r fe c t i on to  a p e r fe c t i on o f  

l o ve o r  me rcy . Requi r e men t s  o f  h o l in e s s  ( L e v . 1 9 : 2 , wh i ch 

i s  r emarkab l y  p a r a l l e l  t o  M a t t . 5 : 4 8 )  and  r i gh t e ou s n e s s  

(Mat t . 5 : 2 0 )  s e t  s im i l a r l y  l o f t y  s t an d a r d s . P e rh a p s  t h e s e  

h o l d  t h e  c l ue  t o  t h e  a t t a inme n t  o f  p e r fe c t i on i n  l ov e . Jus t 

a s  G o d  g rac i ou s l y e n a b l e s  h e l p l e s s  man t o  p re s en t  h i ms e l f  h o ly 

and r i g h t e ous t h r o u g h  C h r i s t , H e  may a l s o  b e  d e p e n d e d  on f o r  

f t . . l ov e  ( c f .  Rom . 5 ·. c: ) . 1 3 9  p e r  e c  1 on 1n  _, Wh e n , t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  

h i s  c on s c i ou s  ab i l i ty , a man c o op e ra t e s o b e d i e n t ly a s  a chann e l  

o f  G o d ' s  unqua l i f i e d  l ove , t h e n  h e  s h a r e s  i n  t h e  s on s h ip con -

t i n g e n t  on  p e r fe c t i on . C a l v i n  o f fe r s  a s i m i l a r  b u t  s l i gh t ly 

d i lu t e d  i n t e rp r e t at i on : 

How e v e r  d i s t a n t  w e  a r e  f r om th e p e r fe c t i on o f  Go d ,  
w e  a r e  s a i d  t o  b e  p e r fe c t , a s  h e  i s  p e r f e c t , when w e  
a im a t  t h e  s ame o b j e c t , w h i ch h e  p r e s en t s  t o  u s  in 
h ims e l f  [ un d e r s c o r i n g  o r i g i n a l ] . 1 � 0 

1 3 8 I b i d .  
1 3 9 'f ] . h l d  b . d . . 1 1 s  s o u  e v1 e w e  a s  a s y n e r g 1 s t 1 c  a r r angement 

r e qu i r in g  c o op e r a t i o n (Mat t . 5 : 4 4 , 4 6 , 4 7 )  and o b e d i en c e  ( I  J o hn 
2 : 5 ; c f . O r a  D .  L o ve l l , "The  P r e s en t  P o s s e s s i on o f  P e r fe c t i on 
i n  F i r s t  J o hn ' ' , We s l ev an Th e o l o g i c a l  J o u rn a l , V I I I  ( Sp r i ng , 
1 9 7 3 ) ' pp . 3 8 - 4 4 ) . 

1 4 0 J o h n  C a l v i n , Comment a ry on  a Ha rmony o f  t h e  
E v ange l i s t s , � la t t h ew , Nark , and Luke , Vo l I ,  t r a n s . Wi l l i am 
P r i ng l e  ( G r and Rap i ds : E e rdmans , [ n . d . ] ) , p .  3 0 8 ;  c f .  John 
P e t e r  L ang e , Th e  G o s p e l  Ac c o r d in g  t o  Ma t t h ew , Vo l . I ,  A Comment ary 
on the  H o l  • S c r i p t ur e s , the  N ew T e s t amen t , e d . J oh n  P e t e r  L a n g e , 
t ran s . P h i l ip S c h a  � e w  Y o r k : Ch a r l e s  S c r i b n e r ' s  Sons , 1 9 1 5 ) , 
p .  1 1 8 .  
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T h e  c o nn o t a t i o n o f  p e r f e c t i on i s  c l a r i f i e d  b y  t h r e e  

o !: u ·'l:·t i t i o n p r e s une s a d e f i c i e n c y \\ h i c h  n e e d : t o  b e  s a t i s -
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1 4 ]  - - - . . ' 
P h 1 1 1 p  L d g c umb e H u gn c s , P a u l ' s  S e c o n d  L i s t l e t o  

-�}!_5' �-�-�1 t !1 i a n s , T h e  \ e \\- l n t e r n a t i or8T o m m c� Tt a r '" o-ii -- t i:·e >J ev: 
T e_s l::::.�-�� ---���--e ::-_ , c --Yed -IT:·--E;t or]'eho u s  e raJ1-,T-'RcipTd:s : -----_f: e r dm a n  s '  

�' c �. , p .  4 5 1 . 
l 4 2 T j  i 1 1 4 7 - d -,· , � J _._ u .  ' p p . .., - . 
1 4 3 �  

::, e d o r e , p .  2 0 . 
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t h i s  c a t e g o ry h e  l i s t e d  i n s u l t s , d i s t r e s s e s , p e r s e cu t i on s , 

and  d i f f i c u l t i e s  ( 1 2 : 1 0 ) . S e c on d , p e r fe c t i on i s  m a r k e d  by 

an i r en i c  a dequac y . G r a c e  ( c h a r i s )  and p ow e r ( dunam i s )  

i de n t i fy t h e  s upp l y  p r o mi s e d b y  G o d  ( 1 2 : 9 , 1 0 ) . G o d ' s  s upp o r t i ve 

g r a ce K ou l d  s at i s fy Pau l ' s  encumb e r in g  we akn e s s b y  a n  adequa t e  

s upp ly o f  p owe r .  S u c h  a p r omi s e  d i s mi s s e d P a u l ' s  anx i e ty s o  

t h a t  h e  \\' a s  "we l l  c on t en t  w i t h  w e aknes s "  ( 1 2 : 1 0 ) . S im i l a r  t o  

c on t e ntment ,  G o d  d e s c r i b e d  H i s  g r a c e  a s  " s u f f i c i ent . "  B o th 

t e rms f a l l into  t h e  r e a l m  o f  p e r fe c t i on ,  s p e c i fy in g  a n  i r e n i c  

a d e quacy o r  comp l e t e ne s s . T h i r d , t h e  c l au s e  " p ow e r  1 s  p e r -

f e c t e d  i n  K e akne s s ' ' f i n d s  a c l o s e  p a ra l l e l  i n  t h e  purp o s e  c l au s e , 

" t h a t  t h e  p owe r o f  C h r i s t  may dwe l l  i n  me . "  F o r  C h r i s t ' s  p ow e r  

t o  b e  p e r fe c t e d  me an s t h a t  i t  r e s i d e s  i n  t h e  o n e  who  s u f f e r s  

w e a kn e s s . A h ap a x  l e g omenon i s  u s e d  t o  i dent i fy t h e  in fus i on 

o f  p owe r , and may b e  mo r e  l i t e r a l ly r e n d e r e d  " t o  t ab e rna c l e "  

( ep i s k �n� s � ) . 1 4 4  T h e s e  t h r e e  e l em en t s  f rom t h e  c ont e xt re f i n e  

p e r fe c ti o n in  1 2 : 9  t o  i mp l y  tho r o u g h  s a t i s fac t i on o f  a de f i c i ency 

by the  indw e l l in g  o f  G o d ' s  c or r e s p o n d i n g  a d e qu a cy fo r man 

1 4 4 c 1 ar k e  d e s c r i b e s  t h i s  as o v e r s h a do w i n g , C l ark , 
C o r i n t h i an s  t o  R e ve l a t i on , und e r  H e b . 1 2 : 9 .  Hug h e s  c o mment s ,  
" T h e  Ap o s t l e  s e ems  t o  h av e  in  m i n d  a p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  p ow e r  o f  
C h r i s t  d e s c e nding  up o n  h im and t a k in g  up i t s  ab o d e  i n  t he fra i l  
t ab e rna c l e  o f  h i s  b o dy du r ing t h e  c o u r s e o f  h i s  e a r t h l y  p i l g r i m 
ma g e  ( c f . 5 : 1 ) ,  a s  t h e  s h e ch inah o f  t h e  d i vi n e  g l o ry d e s cended  
up on the  m e r cy - s e a t  in  the  t a b e rna c l e  o f  Mo s e s  du r i n g  t h e  w i l 
de rne s s  w ande r i n g s  o f  t h e  p e op l e  o f  I s ra e l  on  t h e i r  way t o  t h e  
p romi s e d l and . T h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  s h e c h i n ah w a s  a gua r an t e e  
o f  t h e  p r e s en c e  o f  t h e  G o d  o f  C o venant  i n  t h e  m i d s t o f l l i s  peopl e 
in a l l  H i s  favour , p r o t e c t i on and p ow e r " , Hug h e s , p .  4 5 2 . Qu otin g 



8 5  

( e . g . , p ow e r ) . 1 4 5  

S ome d e duc e t h a t  p e r f e c t i o n  h e r e  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  t e rm i n a -

t i o n  o f  p ow e r  s p e n t  in  o v e r c om i n g  t h e  s ub j e c t ' s  r e s i s t ance 

t ow a r d  G o d . Wh e n  the s ub j e c t  a s s ume s a p o s t u r e  o f  fu l l  sub -

m i s s  i on o r  \\'e akne s s , the  power  may then  b e  chann e l e d " t hroug h "  

h im t o  r e ach o t h e r s , r a t h e r  t h an " o n "  h im t o  p r o du c e  s ubmi s 

s i on . 1 4 6  Y e t  t h e  n a t u r a l  s en s e o f  t e l - r o o t  w o rds  d e a l s  wi t h  

d . 1 . . 1 h . . 1 4 7  e n  1 n g  a s  cu m1na t 1 on r a t 1 e r  t a n  t e rm1 n a t 1 on . F o r  t h i s  

r e a s on t h e  w r i t e r  d i s ag r e e s  w i th t h e  i n t e rp r e t at i on o f  p owe r 

t e rm i n a t e d  1 n  i t s  e xe r t i on o n  t h e  s ub j e c t . R a th e r , p e r fect i on 

r e f e r s  t o  the  fu l f i l lment o f  a d i v i ne p o t en t i a l  fac i l i t a t e d  

b y  i t s t h o r ou g h  i n dwe l l in g  o f  a w e a k  s ub j e c t . T h i s  p o t ent i a l  

1 s  m o s t c omp l e t e l y d i s p l ay e d  w h e n  r e l i e d o n  mo s t  c o mp l e t e ly . 1 4 8  

J .  H .  B e rn a rd _ (\::' i t h out  c i t e ) , H u g h e s  cont inue s ,  " P h i l o  s ay s  t h a t  
t h e  s a c r e d  s ke n e  w a s  a s ymb o l  o f  G o d ' s  i n t en t i on t o  s end down 
t o  e a r t h  f rom h ea v e n  t h e  p e r fe c t i on o f  ! l i s d i v i n e  v i r t ue ( Qu i s  
d i v . h a e r . 2 3 ) , " Hughe s ,  p .  4 5 3 ,  unde r s c o r in g  a d d e d .  _ Tl].e � e  
o b s e rvat i on s  unde r s c o r e  t h e  d i v i n e  i n t e n s i ty o f  e p i s kenos e ,  
a n d  l i k ew i s e  o f  t e l e i t a i  b y  p a r a l l e l  i n f e r en c e . They  a l s o  l ink 
p e r f e c t i on w i t h  c o mmun i o n  w i t h G o d .  F o r  fu r t h e r  d i s cu s s i on , 
s e e S e d o r e , p .  3 9 . 

1 4 5  P l umme r  t r ans l at e s , " Wh e r e  t h e r e  i s  w e aknes s ,  s t r e n g t h  
r e ac h e s  c omp l e t e n e s s , " b e c aus e G o d ' s  e t e rn a l l y  c o n s i s t ent p oH e r  
t h en b e c om e s  mo r e  d i s t in gu i s h ab l e , Al f r e d  P l umme r ,  A C r i t i c a l  
a n d  Ex e g e t i c a l  C o mment a ry on  t h e  S e cond Ep i s t l e  o f  S t . Paul t o  
t h e  C o r i n t h i an s , The I n t e rn a t i on a l  C r i t i c a l  C ommen t a ry Se r i e s , 
e ds . F r a n c i s  B r own and A l fr e d  P l u mm e r  (N ev.' Yo rk : C h a r l e s  
S c r i b n e r ' s  S on s , 1 9 1 5 ) , p .  3 5 4 . C a lvin  emp l oy e d  t h e  s ame 
e mp h a s i s : " P e r f e c t e d  h a s  a r e f e r en c e  t o  t h e  p e rc ep t i on and 
a p p r e h e n s i on o f  mankind , b e c au s e  it i s  n o t  s o  p e r f e c t e d  un l e s s  
i t  o p e n l y  s h i n e s  f o r t h , s o  a s  t o  r e c e i v e  i t s  due  p r a i s e , 1 1 J ohn 
C a l v in , C omment a r  o n  t h e  E p i s t l e s  o f  P a u l  to t h e  C o r i nth i ans , 
V o l� I I ,  t rans . Jphn P rj ng l e  G r an Rap i ds : E e r  mans , 1 9 4 8 ) , 
p . .) 7 8 ,  unde r s c o r i ng o r 1 g 1na l . 

1 4 6  - 1 4 7  S e d o r e , p .  5 1 . C f .  p .  4 4 . 

1 4 8  One may n o t e  a s t r i k i n g l y s im i l a r  c on s t r uc t i on in 
J o hn ' s  f i r s t  e p i s t l e : " B u t  wh o e ve r  k e e p s  H i s  w o r d , in  h im the  
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s e t t in g s , thre e s i gn i fi cant t hem e s  app e a r  from an o v e rv i ew o f  

N e w  T e s t ament us a g e . Wh i l e  t h e s e  t h eme s r e s emb l e  c a t e g o r i e s  

n o t e d  i n  e a r l i e r c o nn o t a t i o n  s t u d i e s , t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  h e re a 

m o r e  c omp r eh e n s i v e  s c op e , a n d  b r i dg e  m o r e  t han on e b o o k . 

T h e  f i r s t t heme c on c e rn s  t h e  d i v i n e  s t a n d a r d . P e rf e c -

t i on  i nv o l ve s  r e c o gn i z i n g  i n  a s ub j e c t , o r  d r aw i n g  a s ub j e c t  

t o , a n  i n t en d e d  s t andard o f  d iv in e  comp l e t i on o r  fu l f i l lment . 

I n  H e b r ews  the  i n a dequa t e  f o rm e r  c o venan t was  r e p l a c e d  b y  t h e  

n ew c o ve n ant w i th i t s  a t t en d ant a s p e c t s  o f  p e r fe c t i on . On l y  

in  t h e  n ew c o v enant d i d  w o r s h ip e r s  f i n d  fu l f i l lmen t o f  d ivine  

s t andards  f o r  r e c o nc i l i a t i on fo r e s h a dow e d  i n  the  o l d  c ovenant 

( c f .  Heb . 7 : 1 1 , 1 9 , 2 2 ;  9 : 1 5 ;  1 0 : 1 - 2 ) . The s t an d a r d  i n  Hebrews  

is  r e p r e s en t e d  b y  r e c onc i l i a t i on .  I n  J am e s  1 : 1 7  t h e  c oncept  

the  l o ve of  God  has  b e en  t ru l y  p e r f e c t e d  [ t e t e l e i � t a i ] .  By 
t h i s  1..: e knoh· t h a t 1-.1 e a r e  in H i m" ( I  John 2 :  5 ) . I n  b o t h  I I  
C o r inth i an s  and I J ohn p e r f e c t i on p e r t a in s  t o  a d i v i n e  qua l i ty 
( i . e . , p o w e r  and l ove , r e s p e c t i v e l y ) . I n  e a ch c a s e  p e r fe c t i on 
i s  d e s c r ib ed i n  t h e  p a s s i ve vo i c e , "made  p e r fe c t "  b y  s ome a g e n c y  
o t h e r  t h an t h e  r e c ip i ent , and  t h e  r e c ip i ent  p l a y s  a dep enden t 
o r  o b e d i ent  ro l e . T h e  r e c i p i ent  i s  an i n d i v i d u a l  in  b o th 
ve rs e s . L ach r e fe r en c e  l in k s  p e r fe c t i on w i th i n t i ma t e  c om 
mun i on :  t h e  p ow e r  o f  C h r i s t  dwe l l s  o n  t h e  s ub j e c t  i n  I I  
C o r i n t h i an s , and t he sub j e c t  ab i d e s  i n  G o d  :in I Jn. T h e  I John 
p as s a g e  supp o r t s  an int e rp r e t a t l On or"mak e c o mp l e t e "  o r  
" t h o ro u g h l y  d i s p l ay "  fo r th e I I  C o r i n t h i an s  us e o f  p e r fe c t i o n . 
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o f  s t andard  app e ar s  w i t h r e fe r e n c e t o  Go d ' s  p e r f e c t  g i f t s . 

T h e  g i f t s  a r e  c omp l e t e  b e c aus e t h ey me e t  a s t an d a r d  o f  d i v i n e  

s u i t ab i l i ty .  T h e  d i v in e  s t andard  i s  a l s o  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p e r -

f e e t  l aw in  J am e s  1 : 2 5 .  T h e  a f fi rma t i on " p ow e r  i s  p e r fe ct e d  

i n  w e a kne s s ' ' ( I I  C o r . 1 2 : 9 ) a l s o  invo l v e s  a d i v i n e  s t andard . 

Pow e r  r e ache s Ch r i s t ' s  d iv in e  s t an d a r d  o f  a d e qu a c y  i n  man ' s  

moment o f  w e akne s s . P e r f e c t i on i n  e ac h  o f  t he a b o v e  s e t t in g s  

1 s  d e t e rmine d b y  t h e  a t t a inment o f  a d iv in e  s t an d a r d . 

The  s e c o n d  t h eme invo l v e s t h e  ma tur i ty o f  C h r i s t i an s . 

P h i l i p p i an b e l i ev e r s  w e r e  d e s c r i b e d  a s  p e r f e c t  o r  m a t u r e  b e c au s e  

o f  a s i n gu l a r i ty o f  i n t en t  t o  p u r s u e  t h e  c a l l  o f  G o d  ( Ph i l . 

3 : 1 5 ) . The  aud i enc e o f  H e b r ew s  fa i l e d  t h e  mat ur i ty t e s t  

b e c au s e o f  inexp e r i en c e , i n a b i l i ty t o  d i s c e r n  g o o d  f rom ev i l , 

and  s l owne s s  t o  b e c om e  i n s t r uc t o r s  ( H e b . 5 : 1 1 - 6 : 1 ) . J ames 

u r g e d  r e ad e r s  to e x e r c i s e  c a r e fu l  s e l f - c on t r o l i n  s p e e c h . T h i s  

woul d b r in g  matur i t y  o r  p e r f e c t i on ( J a s . 3 : 2 ) .  A s  no t e d  i n  

t h e s e  i n s t an c e s , p e r f e c t i on may c onn o t e  matur i ty a s  d i s p l ay e d  

1 n  d e t e rm in a t i on and s e l f - c on t ro l . 

The th i rd t h eme r e l a t e s  t o  commun i on o r  f e l l ow s h ip . 

Commun i o n  c omp r i s e s  t h e  mo s t  s i g n i f i c an t  th eme i n  N ew T e s t am e n t  

p e r fe c t i o n . I n  Ph i l i p p i an s  c ommun i on app e a r s  i n  P a u l ' s  de t e r -

rn i n a t i on t o  know C h r i s t  fu l l y ( P h i l .  3 : 1 0 - 1 2 ) . When  u l t ima t e  

c e l e s t i a l  p e r f e c t i on w a s  a t  l as t  a c h i e ve d ,  i t  w o u l d  c ons i s t  

o f  " t h e  t rue c o nn e c t i on w i th C h r i s t , t h e  t rue  f a i t h  i n  Him , 

t h  t k 1 cl f LJ " 1 1 1 4 9  e rue · no \\' e g e  o r. 1m . 

1 4  9 G · · d d . h - b �� ·  · 1 1  1 2 5 2 6 r e l J  anus , quo t e  W l t  o u t  c 1 t e  y p' U e r , pp . - . 
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Hebr ews p o r t r ay s  C h r i s t  t h o rough l y  i d en t i fy i n g  w i th 

s u f f e r i n g  human i ty . Such p ro found c ommunion b y  i n c a rn a t i on 

qua l i f i e d  H i m  t o  s e rve  as  t h e  p e r f e c t e d  m e d i a t o r  ( H e b . 2 : 1 0 ,  

1 4 , 1 7 ;  5 : 8 - 9 ) . On t h e  b a s i s  o f  C h r i s t ' s  m e d i at i on , man c an 

r e c e i v e  a p e r fe c t  o r  c l ea n s e d  c on s c i en c e  ( H e b . 9 : 9 , 1 4 ) . H e  

m a y  t h en " d r aw n e a r  h' i t h  a s inc e r e  h e a rt  i n  ful l a s s u r anc e 

o f  f a i t h, " and e n t e r  Go d ' s  p r e s e n c e  ( H eb . 1 0 : 2 1 ) .  T h i s  " c o n -

f i dence t o  ent e r  t h e  h o l y  p l a c e "  ( H e b . 1 0 : 1 9 )  d e no t e s  t h e  

s t unn ing  p r i v i l e g e  o f f e r e d  t o  man : i n t i ma t e  c ommun i on w i t h  

h i s  C r e at o r . I n  H e b rews  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  p e r f e c t i on f o r  man 

r e s e mb l e s  j u s t i f i c a t i on and fo rms t h e  b a s i s  o f  d i v i n e  f e l l o w -

s h ip . 

J ame s ' r e f e renc e t o  fa i th p e rf e c t e d  by w o r k s  s ug g e s t s  

" un i ty v; i t h  an e s s e nt i a l  c o unt e rp a r t "  a s  a conn o t a t i on o f  

" p e r fe c t "  ( J a s . 2 : 2 2 ) . Al t h ough t h i s  un i ty d o e s  n o t  invo l v e  

p e r s ons , i t  n e ve r t h e l e s s  s up po r t s  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  c o mmun i on 

among p ar t i e s  r e l a t e d  in  p e r f e c t i on . 

T h e  four t h  key  s e l e c t i on ,  M a t t h ew 5 : 4 8 ,  a l s o  s t re s s e s  

commun i on i n  p e r f e c t i on .  T h e  f e a t ur e  wh i ch d i s t in gu i s h e d  G o d ' s  

p e r f e c t ion was  H i s  unqua l i f i e d  k i ndn e s s t owa rd man k i n d . Ch r i s t ' s  

fo l l ow e r s  l i k ew i s e  w e re  t o  r e l a t e  t o  fe l l ow - me n  w i th unqu a l i f i e d  

k i ndn e s s .  T h i s  s o rt o f  c o mmun i o n  w i t h  m en w o ul d enab l e  t hen t  

to s h a r e  c o mmun i on in r e l at i on t o  G o d  as s on s . 1 5 0  

1 5 0A s  n o t e d  e a r l i e r , p e r fe c t i on c l o s e l y p a r a l l e l s  t h e  
indw e l l ing  o f  C h r i s t ' s  a d e q u a cy i n  I I  C o r . 1 2 : 9 . T h e  c o n c e p t 
o f  indw e l l i n g  a l s o  s ug g e s t s  commun i on ( c f .  John  1 7 : 2 3 ) . 
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T h e  t hr e e  t h em e s  o f  p e r fe c t i on e me r g in g  f r o m  N ew 

T e s t ament s tudy i n t e rtw i n e  t o  f o rm a c o h e s i v e  who l e . T h e  

r e m a i nd e r  o f  t h e  c h a p t e r  w i l l  c on s i d e r  t h e  i n t e r - r e l a t i on s h i p  

o f  t h e s e  t h eme s un d e r  t h e  s p e c t rum o f  p e r fe c t i on . 

T h e  e l em e n t  o f  d i v i n e  s t an d a r d s  focus e s  o n  G o d ' s  

t r an s c endence  in t h e  d i vi n e - human r e l a t i on s h i p . D i v i ne ch a r 

a c t e r  c anno t b e  c om p r o m i s e d i f  t h e r e  i s  t o  b e  g en u i n e  r e p a i r  

o f  t h e  c o s m i c  f r a c t u r e  c au s e d  by m an ' s  s i n fu l  a l i en a t i on .  

R e c o gn i t i on o f  t h e  d i v i n e  s t an d a r d  c on fe s s e s  w h a t  K i e r k e g a a r d  

d e s c r i b e d  a s  t h e  i n f i n i t e  qua l i t a t i v e  d i s t i n c t i on s ep a r a t i n g  

G o d  and man . Al s o , t h i s  i n i t i a l  f a c e t  o f  p e r fe c t i on i dent i f i e s  

a s  d iv i n e  t h e  s o u r c e  and q ua l i t y o f  r e g e n e r a t e d  man ' s  adequ a cy , 

w h e t h er i n  pur i ty ( He b . 1 3 : 1 4 )  o r  p ow e r  ( I I  C o r . 1 2 : 9 ) . T h e  

d i v i ne s t andard f o rms t h e  qua l i f i c a t i on o f  c h a r a c t e r  t o  b e  

a c h i ev e d  i n  man . H o l i n e s s  and love  may b e  i s o l a t e d  a s  s p e c i f i c  

r e fe rence  p o in t s  i n  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i on . 

�la t u r i t y  d e s c r i b e s man ' s  inc l i n a t i on t ow a rd t h e  

d i v i ne s t andard . When c on fron t e d  b y  t h e  s t and a r d  i nvo l ve d  

in p e r fec t i on , m a n  may r e sp oo d w i t h amb i va l en c e , d i s da i n , o r  

w i t h  a d e t e rm i n e d  s i ngul a r i ty o f  i n t e n t  t o  p u r s u e  t h e  qual i f i c a 

t i on s e t  b y  G o d . T h e  d e g r e e  t o  whi ch a man m a r s h a l s  h i s  c on 

duct in  p u rs u i t  o f  t he qual i f i c at i on s i gn i f i e s  t h e  e x t ent t o  

wh i ch h e  d i s p l ay s  m a t u r i ty p e r t a i n i n g  t o  p e r f e c t i on . Man 

adm i t t e d l y  i s  p o w e r l e s s  t o  r e a ch p e r fe c t i on conc l u s i v e ly . Y e t  

h e  d o e s  h o l d  c e r t a i n  r e ins  o f  g o a l - s e l e c t i on .  H e  i s  r e s p ons i b l e  

t o  man a g e  t h e s e  r e i n s  i n  a cours e re s o l u t e ly t en d i n g  t oward 

t h e  d i v i n e  s t an d a r d . � la t ur i ty r e pr e s en t s  m an ' s  v o l i t i onal  
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d e t e rmina t i on t o  c o o p e r a t e  1n t h e  syne r g i s t i c  a c h i evement o f  

a d i v ine  s t an d a r d . 

C ommun i on o r  fe l l ow s h i p  b e tw e e n  G o d  and man forms  t h e  

g o a l  o f  p e r f e c t i o n . G o d  s c heme d r e s t o r a t i on o f  t h e  s i n - fractur e  

t o  p r o du c e  f e l l ow s h i p . H e  t r ave r s e d  t h e  d e s o l a t e  w a s t e l ands  

of  human r u i n  to  p l a c e  man  onc e a g a in in  p r o p e r  r e l a t i on t o  

H i m .  Un i mp a i r e d  c o mmun i o n  i n  t h e  vo cab u l a ry o f  l ov e  c h a r a c 

t e r i z e s t h e  r ep a i r e d  b ond b e tw e en C r e a t o r  an d c r e a t ur e . C o m 

mun i on i s  thus  t h e  g o a l  o f  p e r f e c t i on , comp r i s e d o f  re s t o r e d  

int imacy b e tw e e n  G o d  and m a n  m a d e  p o s s i b l e a s  m a n  in  matur e 

d e t e rm i n a t i on s y n e r g i s t i c a l l y s a t i s f i e s  t h e  qua l i f i c a t i on s e t  

b y  t h e  d i v i n e  s t andard  o f  G o d ' s  c h a r ac t e r . 

T h e  s tudy o f  p e rf e c t i on t o  t h i s  p o in t  h a s  emp h a s i z e d  

t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  n a t ur e  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  a s  o u t l in e d  i n  S c r i p t ur e . 

Y e t  s imp l y  t o  s t a t e  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  nature  o n l y  p a rt i a l l y 

ans w e r s  t h e  o r i g i na l c o n fu s i on s u r roun d i n g  B ib l i c a l  p e r fe c t i on . 

One mus t  a l s o  b e  a b l e  t o  e xam i n e  i t s  a t t a inab i l i t y .  The  

fo l l ow in g  c h ap t e r  fo rms a r e spons e t o  t h e  q ue s t i o n  of  a t t a i n 

ab i l i ty . 



CHAPT ER 4 

THE ATTA I NAB I L I TY O F  B I B L I CAL PERFECT I ON 

The  n a t u r e  o f  p e r f e c t i on a s s um e s n e w  c l a r i ty wh en 

e xam ined  i n  the  S c r i p t u r e s .  Yet  the  que s t i on p e r s i s t s : I s  

B i b l i c a l  p e r fe c t i on human l y  a t t a in ab l e ?  T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  th i s  

s e c t i on i s  t o  e xamine  two ind iv i dua l s  t o  d e t e rm i n e wh e th e r  

t h e y  ma t c h  t h e  e l emen t s  o f  p e rf e c t i on a s s emb l e d from O l d  and 

N ew T e s t ament  s t udy . Tho s e  e l emen t s  cons i s t  o f  d i v i n e  s t an d 

a r d s , ma t u r i ty ,  d e vo t i on , and commun i o n  ( in c l u d i n g  t h e  "p re 

s en c e  o f  G o d "  conc e p t ) . �!a t ur i t y  and d e vo t i on s h ou l d  b e  c l a r i 

f i e d  t o  avo i d  c on fu s i on : m a t ur i t y  invo l v e s  p e r s on a l  i n t e gr i ty 

o r  d i s c ip l in e  and an advan c e d  comp r e h en s i o n  o f  s p i r i tu a l  

i n s t ruct i on ;  d e v o t i o n  r e fe r s  t o  sub m i s s i on o r  l oy a l ty , e s p e c i 

a l l y dur i n g  p e r s e c ut i on .  

One c h a r a c t e r  h a s  b e e n  s e l e c t e d  f r o m  t h e  O l d  T e s t am e n t  

and one  from  t h e  N ew . D an i e l  w a s  s e l e c t e d  b e c au s e o f  h i s  

s i ngul ar  l ea de r s h i p , and b e c au s e num e r o u s  e p i s o d e s  d e s c r i b e  

h i s  c h ar a c t e r  i n  a comp a c t  s e c t i on o f  t h e  O l d  T e s t ament . T h e  

s e c ond i nd i v i du a l , P au l , was  s e l e c t e d b e c aus e o f  h i s  impact  in  

the  e a rl y  c hur c h , and b e c aus e of  t h e  ex c e l l e n t  New T e s t ament 

d e s c r i p t i on of h i s  c h a r ac t e r . I n  e a c h  c a s e , b i o g r aph i c al d a t a  

w i l l  b e  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h at i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  B i b l i c a l  r e c o rd . 

DAN I EL 

T h e  e x i l e , D an i e l , w i l l  b e  c o n s i de r e d  f i r s t . The 

fo l l ow i ng p a r a g r a p h s  s e e k  t o  d e t e rm i n e  from t h e  B i b l i c a l  r e c o r d 

9 1  
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wh e th e r  D an i e l  d i s p l ay e d  p e r fe c t i on a s  d e s c r i b e d  by t h e  con -

t ex t u a l  s t ud i e s  o f  t h e  O l d  and N ew T e s t amen t s . A l though 

the  a va i l ab l e  ma t e r i a l  p e rt a i n i n g  to  D an i e l  is  b r i e f ,  h i s  

e xp e r i en c e s  b r in g  a n  unc ommon i mp a c t  b ec au s e  o f  h i s  e x i l e  

s e t t i ng . T h e  B ab y l on i an c ourt was  n o t  c o n duc i v e  t o  s e rving 

the  God of  I s r a e l . 

D i v i ne S t and a r d s  

T h e  d i v ine  s t andards  fa c e t  o f  p e r fe c t i o n  i nc l ud e s  

i de a l  p e r fe c t i on fo un d  o n l y  in  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  G o d . Thus , 

t h e r e a r e  n o  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  Dan i e l  a c h i e v in g  a d i v i n e  c h a r ac t e r . 

L a c k  o f  t h i s  s o r t o f  p e r f e c t i o n  i s  p r op e r . 

D i v i n e  s t andards  a l s o  invo l ve ab i l i t i e s i n  humans wh i ch 

ev i d e n c e  d i vine  o r i g in , a l t hough t h e y  d o  n o t  m e a s ur e  up t o  t h e  

ful l n e s s  o f  t h o s e s am e  t ra i t s  foun d  i n  G o d .  T h e  p e r f e c t i on o f  

l o ve  i n  �la t th ew 5 : 4 3 - 4 8  and p ow e r  i n  I I  C o r i n t h i an s  1 2 : 9  a r e  

i l l u s t r a t i v e . I n  t h i s  conn e c t i on , D an i e l  c o n fe s s e d  t h a t  h i s  

p o r t i on o f  w i s do m  an d i n s i g h t  d e r i v e d  t h o r o ug h l y  from a divine  

s ou r c e  ( 2 : 2 8 , 3 0 ) . 1 5 1 

�Ia t u r  i tv 

D a n i e l  d i s p l ay e d  p e r f e c t i on invo l v i n g  m a t u r i ty 1n  tw o 

a r e a s . Wh en s ch e m in g  c ommi s s i on e r s  and s a t ra p s  t r i e d  dil i g ent ly 

to f in d  c aus e for demo t in g  the  a l i en ,  t h ey " c o u l d  f i n d no 

g r ound o f  a c c u s a t i on or e v i den c e  of c o r r up t i on ,  i n a s much as 

h e  w a s  fa i th ful , an d no  n e g l i g enc e o r  c o r r up t i on w a s  t o  be 

f o un d  in him" ( 4 : 4 ) .  Dani e l ' s  r e c o r d o f  c onduct b e f o r e  h i s  

1 5 1 f } h " 1 "  f p 8 3 2  C . t 1 e  um1 1 ty o s .  1 : . 
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p e e r s  was  f l aw l e s s . N o t  e v e n  a t e chn i c a l i ty c o u l d  b e  b r oug h t  

a g a i n s t h i m .  Th i s  h i gh de g r e e  o f  p e r s onal  i n t e g r i t y unde r 

s c o r e s  t h e  matur i ty e v i denc e d  in  D an i e l  in h i s  p r o fe s s i ona l 

r e s p on s i b i l i t i es . 

D i s c ip l in e  1 n  t h e  s p i r i t ua l r e a lm a l s o  d emo n s t rates  

matu r i ty . D an i e l  s h ow e d  matur i t y  o f  d i s c i p l in e  wh en , des p i t e  

a t h re e - we e k  r e s i s t an c e , h e  c on t i nu e d  t o  p r ay i n  d e ep earne s t  

( 1 0 : 3 ) .  One  may a l s o  n o te s p i r i t u a l  m atur i ty i n  h i s  e f fe c t u a l 

i n t e r c e s s i o n  ( c f .  9 : 4  f f . ) . 

D e vo t i on 

D an i e l  d i s p l ay e d  d e v o t i on b o t h  t oward  men � d  God . When 

D an i e l  d i s c l o s e d  t o  N ebuchadn e z z a r  the dr e am o f  t he g r e a t  s t a t 

u e  h e  c a r e fu l l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  p u rp o s e  w a s  t o  s e rv e  t h e  k i n g , 

n o t  t o  e xa l t  h ims e l f  ( 2 : 3 0 ) . H i s  a t t i tude s h ow e d  an i n t e g r i ty 

o f  l oy a l ty , n o t  d i v i s i on b e tw e en s e rv i c e  and s e l f - a g g r andi z ement . 

Y e a r s  l a t e r  h e  s t o o d  b e fo r e  t h e  s am e  k ing  t o  i n t e rp r e t  an o t h e r  

d r e am . When h e  p e r c e iv e d  t h at t h e  d r e am p rop h e s i e d  d e c l in e  

f o r  N ebuchadn e z z a r  h e  p r o t e s t e d , ' 'My l o r d , i f  o n l y  t h e  dream  

a pp l i e d  t o  t h o s e wh o hate  y ou , and  i t s  i n t e rp r e t a t i on t o  your  

a dv e r s a r i e s ' '  ( 4 : 1 9 ) . P e rh ap s  D an i e l u s e d  f l a t t e r y  t o  avo i d  

r e p r i s a l  f o r  b r i n g i n g  a d i s m a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i on .  Y e t  h i s  un s t int 

i n g  h o n e s � d i m in i s h e s  t h e  p r o b ab i l i t y  o f  f l a t t e ry . D an i e l ' s  

s in c e r e  s ubm i s s i on t o  h i s  r u l e r  c a u s e d  h im t o  d e s i re h i s  

p ro s p e r i ty r a t h e r  t han dem i s e . 

D e vo t i on t o  G o d  app e a r s  1 n  two s i t ua t i o n s . S o on a f t e r  

h e  and h i s  c ompan i on s  arr i v e d  a t  B ab y l on t h ey w e r e  p re s c r i b e d  
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a r o y a l  d i e t . T o  e a t  t h e s e  m e a l s  w a s  t o  b e c ome d e f i l e d . 

D an i e l  r e s o l v e d  t o  honor  G o d  ( 1 : 8 ) . H e  w ou l d  h ave  s a c r i f i c e d  

advanc ement  and p e rh a p s  h i s  l i fe ( c f .  1 : 1 0 )  t o  ma i n t a i n  

d e vo t i on t o  G o d . 

Dan i e l ' s  d e vo t i on t o  G o d  s t o o d  t h e  t e s t  o f  c e r t a i n  

d e a t h  a s  h i s  C h a l de a n  p ee rs c o ns p i r e d  a g a i n s t  h im .  D e s p i t e  a 

r o y a l  e d i c t  h e  c on t inue d h i s  d i s c i p l in e  o f  p r ay e r , ' ' kn e e l i n g  

on  h i s  k n e e s  t h r e e  t im e s  a d ay , p r a y i n g  a n d  g i v i n g  t h anks  b e fo r e  

h i s  G o d , a s  h e  h a d  b e en  d o i n g  p r e v i ous l y ' '  ( 6 : 1 0 ) . E v e n  K i n g  

D a r i us a c kn ow l e d g e d  h i s  c ou n s e l o r ' s  d e vo t e d  s e rv i c e  t o  God  

( 6 : 2 0 ) . Th e s e  e p i s o d e s  d emon s t ra t e  Dan i e l ' s  p a t t e rn of  in t e g -

r i ty i n  d e v o t i on .  

C o mmun i on 

Dan i e l ' s  f r equent  p r ay e r s  f o rm t h e  pr imary e v i dence  o f  

h i s  c l o s e  c ommun i o n  w i t h  G o d .  When N e b u c h a dne z z a r  d e t e rmin e d  

t o  e x e cu t e a l l  t h e  w i s e m e n  o f  B aby l on ,  D an i e l  and h i s  comp an -

i on s  t o o k  r e c o ur s e  t o  p r ay e r  ( 2 : 1 8 ) . N o r  w a s  t h i s  a fut i l e  

a l t e rn a t i v e . Soon  G o d  d i s c l o s e d  t h e  k i n g ' s  d r e am w i th i t s  

i n t e r p r e t a t i on .  D an i e l  g a i n e d  p r e s t i g e  a s  we l l  a s  s a f e ty . A s  

n o t e d  ab o v e , t h e  Heb rew p r a y e d  o n  a r e g u l a r  s ch e du l e ,  e v e n  when 

t h e r e  w e r e  n o  g r e a t  p r ob l em s  ( 6 : 1 0 ) . I n  t h e  s ame p a s s age , h e  

d e t e rm i n e d  t o  c on t inue p ra y i ng a t  t h e  e xp en s e  o f  h i s  l i fe .  

C h ap t e r  9 i n c l ud e s  an e x t e n d e d  p r a y e r  s h ow i n g  Dan i e l ' s  dep t h  

o f  i nt e rc e s s i on .  H e  d i s p l ay e d  c o n f i d e n c e  t o  app r o a c h  God  w i th 

1 5 2  an u r g ent  r eque s t  f o r  m e r cy . 

1 5 7  - c f . pp . 5 1 - 5 2 a n d  7 4  r e g a rd i n g  p er fe c t i on a s  a 
b a s i s  o f  c on f i denc e b e fo r e  G o d . 
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Reve l at i on s  and v i s i on s  form a s e c o n d a ry e v i de n c e  t o  

D . 1 '  . . . 1 G d 1 5 3  an 1 e  s 1 n t 1rnacy  w 1 t 1 o . E x t e n s i v e  s e c t i on s  in c h ap t e r s  

7 ,  8 ,  and 1 0 - 1 2  t e l l  o f  D an i e l  t a l k in g  w i t h  a n g e l s , and 

r e c e iv in g v i s i on s  and  i n t e r p r e t a t i on s . I n  7 : 9 h e  re c o rd e d  

s e e i n g  t h e  An c i e n t  o f  D ay s . Th e s e  e xp e r i en c e s  unde r s c o re 

D an i e l ' s  i n t imacy i n  G o d ' s  c o un s e l . 

D a t a  from t h e  l i fe o f  D an i e l  s h ows  t h a t  h e  demon s t ra t e d  

p e r f e c t i on s u g g e s t e d  i n  e a ch o f  t h e  f o u r  f a c e t s . D an i e l  

a t t a in e d  B ib l i c a l  p e r f e c t i o n . I n f o rma t i on from  t h e  l i f e  o f  

P a u l  w i l l  b e  e x am i n e d  fo r t h e  N e w  T e s t ament  c o un t e rp a r t  o f  

Dan i e l .  

PAUL 

P e r f e c t i on in t h e  Ap o s t l e  P a u l  w i l l  b e  e x am i n e d  by 

t h e  s am e  c r i t e r i a  u s e d  i n  D an i e l ' s  c as e . Ev i d e n c e  for  t h i s  

c on f i gur a t i o n  o f  p e r fe c t i on a pp e a r s  i n  t h e  b r o a d  s c o p e  o f  Paul ' s  

w r i t ing  and  i n  t h e  b o ok o f  Ac t s . T h e  c r i t e r i on o f  d i v i n e  

s t anda r d s  w i l l  b e  c on s i de re d  f i r s t . 

D i v i n e  S t andards  

P aul ind i c a t e d  t h a t  h i s  m i n i s t ry d e mons t ra t e d  s t andards  

of  e f f e c t ivene s s  o n l y  a t t r ib u t ab l e  to  d i v i n e  e n ab l emen t . On 

o n e  o c c a s i on h e  \vr o t e , "We  h ave  t h i s  t r e a s u r e  [ th e  Go s p e l  o f  

J e s u s  C h r i s t ] i n  e ar t h e n  ve s s e l s , t h a t  t h e  s urp a s s i n g  g re a tne s s  

1 5 3 rur t h e r  e v i d e n c e  may b e  f o un d  in G ab r i e l ' s  r e p o r t  
t h a t  t h e  e x i l e  w a s  " h i g h l y  e s t e em e d "  b e fo r e  G o d ( 9 : 2 3 ;  c f .  
1 0 : 1 1 ) . Such a h i gh c omp l i me n t  i mp l i e s  c l o s e  c o mmun i on w i th 
God . 
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o f  t h e  p ow e r  may b e  o f  Go d and no t from ours e lv e s "  ( I I  C o r .  

4 : 7 ) .  Go d ' s pow e r  app e a r e d  in  s t a r k  re l i e f  a l on g s i d e  Paul ' s  

a dm i tt e d  p e r s on a l  w e ak ne s s ( I I  C o r . 1 2 : 9 - 1 0 ) . T h e  fo l l ow in g  

s t a t emen t s  s how h ow c l e a r ly t h e  a p o s t l e  r e l i e d  o n  d i v in e  

enab l ement : "Our a de q uacy i s  f r o m  Go d ,  \vh o  a l s o  made  us 

a de quat e a s  s e rv an t s  o f  a new c o v enant"  ( I I  C o r .  3 : 5b - 6 a ) ; 

My me s s ag e  and my p r e a c h i n g  w e r e  n o t  i n  p e r s ua s i ve 
words  o f  w i s do m , b u t  i n  d e mons t ra t i on o f  t h e  S p i r i t  
and o f  p o w e r ,  t h at your  fa i t h s h o u l d  n o t  r e s t  o n  the  
w i s dom of  men , b u t  on the  p ow e r  of  God  ( I  C o r . 2 : 4 - 5 ) . 

As n o t e d  i n  t h e  s tudy o f  D an i e l , d i v i n e  s t andards  

c annot r e a s onab l y  b e  n o rma t i v e  fo r t h e  e x t e n t  o f  human ab i l i ty ,  

b ut o n l y  f o r  t h e  s ou r c e o r  qua l i ty . T h e  examp l e s  s t a t e d  ab o v e  

demon s t r a t e  t h a t  P a u l ' s  p ow e r  i n  p e r s on a l  l i fe an d m i n i s t r y  

s t e mmed from a d i v i n e  s ou r c e , a n d  t hus me t d i v i n e  s t andard s .  

Ma t u r i ty : 

Matur i ty 1 n  P a u l ' s  l i f e  app e a r s  i n  h i s  ab i l i t y  t o  

t e ac h  t h e  do c t r in e  o f  Ch r i s t  and i n  h i s  s ingu l a r  f o c u s  1 11 

f o l l owing Go d .  At t h e  o ut s e t  o f  h i s  m i s s i on ary a c t i v i ty h e  

w a s  g r oup e d  w i th p ro ph e t s  a n d  t e a c h e r s  a t  Sy r i an An t i o c h  

(Ac t s  1 3 : 1 ) . I n  T h e s s a l on i c a  Paul  " r e a s o n e d  \v i t h  t h em from 

t h e  S c r i p ture s , e xp l a in i n g  and g i v ing  e v i den c e ' '  (Ac t s  1 7 : 2 b -

3 a ) . He r e a s on e d ,  p e r s u a de d , p r e a c h e d , and t au g h t  wh i l e 1n  

E p h e sus and Ror.1e ( Ac t s  1 9 : 8 - 9  an d 2 8 : 3 1 ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ) . H e  

e x p r e s s e d  t o  t h e  P h i l ipp i an s  h i s  s i ng u l a r i t y  o f  focus  i n  

f o 1 1  0\v in g G o d  : 

I p r e s s  o n  in  o rd e r  t h a t  I may l ay h o l d  o f  t h a t  f o r  
wh i ch a l s o  I w a s  l a i d  h o l d  o f  by C h r i s t  J e s u s  . 
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fo r g e t t i n g  w h a t  l i e s b eh i n d  and  r e a c h i n g  f o rw a r d  t o  
what  l i e s  a h e a d , I p r e s s o n  t ow a r d  t h e  g o a l  o f  t h e  
upw a r d  c a l l  o f  G o d  in  Chr i s t  J e s us ( Ph i l . 3 : 1 2 b - 1 4 ) . 

Ma t u r i ty e v i d e n c e d  b y  t h e s e  e x c e rp t s  c o up l e d  w i th r e s o l u t e  

devo t i on fur t h e r  d e mon s t ra t e s  p e r fe c t i on . 

D e vo t i on 

Paul ' s  d e vo t i on app e a r s  p r i ma r i ly i n  h i s  f a i t h fu l n e s s  

t o  s e rve  Ch r i s t  d e s p i t e  p er s e cut i on . Whe t h e r  h a r a s s e d  a t  

P i s i d i an An t i o ch , I c o n i um , Ly s t r a ,  Ph i l i pp i ,  J e ru s a l em ,  o r  

Rome , t h e  a p o s t l e  s e rv e d  h i s  L o r d  r e s o lu t e l y  ( c f .  Ac t s  1 3 - 1 4 , 

1 6 , 2 1 - 2 3 ,  2 8 ) . I mp r i s onme n t , hun g e r , w h i pp i n g s , an d s h i p -

w r e c k s  c ou l d  n o t  d i s s u a d e  h im ( c f . I I  C o r . 6 : 4 - 5 ;  1 1 : 2 3 - 2 8 ) . 

H i s  own l i fe i l l u s t r a t e d  h i s  advi c e  t o  b e have  in  "und i s t r a c t e d  

devot i on t o  t h e  L o r d "  ( I  C o r . 7 : 3 5 ) . Even h i s  t i t l e  d ep i c t e d  

d e v o t i on : " b on d - s e rv an t "  ( c f . G a l . 1 : 1 0 ;  P h i l . 1 : 1 ) . T h e  

d e vo t i on invo l v e d i n  p e r f e c t i on w a s  f a i t h fu l l y  d emons t r a t e d  by 

P a u l . 

Commun i on 

Pau l ' s  c ommun i on w i t h  G o d  app e a r s  in  h i s  p r a c t i c e  o f  

p r ay e r  a n d  i n  t h e  vi s i ons  h e  r e c e i v e d . One  o f  t h e  f i r s t  

de s c r i p t i on s  o f  t h e  c onve r t e d  S a u l  w a s , " B eho l d , h e  i s  p r a y i n g "  

(Ac t s  9 : 1 1 ) . A f e w  y e a rs l a t e r  h e  j o in e d  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  church 

a t  An t i o c h  1n conc e rt ed p r a y e r  and f a s t i n g  (Ac t s  1 3 : 1 ) . P ray e r  

a n d  p r a i s e  fo rm e d  t h e  b e s t  re c o u r s e f o r  P a u l  a n d  S i l as when 

cons i gn e d  to  a Ph i l i pp i an j a i l  (Ac t s  1 6 : 2 5 ) . 

V i s i on s  from G o d  a l s o  s ug g e s t  a s t rong  l ink o f  d i vine  
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c ommun i on . Wh i l e  Paul  was  i n  C o r in t h  the  L o r d  s p o k e  t o  h im 

i n  a vi s i on ,  e n c o u r a g i n g  h im t o  s p e a k  b o l d l y  ( Ac t s  1 8 : 9 - 1 0 ) . 

The  L o rd " s t o o d  a t  h i s s i de "  on  t h e  n i gh t  f o l l ow i n g  t h e  

Sanh e dr in h e ar i n g  and  s t re n g t h e n e d  h i m  w i th t h e  p r om i s e  o f  

aud i en c e  a t  Rome a l s o (Ac t s  2 3 : 1 1 ) . P aul  r e c e i v e d  s up e rnatural  

me s s ag e s  on two  o t h e r  o c c as i on s  a s  w e l l ,  a l t h o u g h  G o d ' s  vo i c e  

o r  p e rs on w a s  n o t  d i r e c t l y apparent . Wh en d e l i b e r a t in g  ab o u t  

G o d ' s  d i r e c t i on a t  T r o a s , Pau l r e c e i v e d  a d r e am gu i d i n g  h i m  

t o  s a i l  fo r Ma c e don i a  (Ac t s  1 6 : 9 ) . L a t e r  a n  a ng e l  app e ared  t o  

h im p rom i s i n g  s a f e t y  dur i n g  t h e  h e avy s t o rm a t  s e a  ( Ac t s  2 7 : 

2 3 - 2 4 ) . I n  C o l o s s i an s  P au l  r e f e r s  tw i c e  t o  th e i mp a c t  o f  

r e ve l at i on as  i t  i n f l u e n c e d  h i s  und e r s t and i n g  o f  t h e  G o s p e l 

( C o l . 1 : 1 2 )  a n d  c au s e d  h i m t o  v i s i t  J e ru s a l em ( C o l . 2 : 2 ) . 1 5 4 

Paul  w a s  comm i t t e d t o  expanding  h i s b on d  o f  fe l l ows h i p 

w i t h  Chr i s t . H e  c on f i rme d h i s  d e t e rmina t i on w i th t h i s  l i fe 

mot t o : " T h a t  I may know H im "  ( Ph i l . 3 : 1 0 ) . 

P au l , l i k e  D an i e l ,  d emon s t r a t e d  p e r f e c t i on a c c o r d i n g  

t o  t h e  f o u r  c r i t e r i a  wh i ch eme r g e d  f r o m  B ib l i c a l  s t u dy . T h e  

a t t a inab i l i ty o f  B i b l i c a l  p e r fe c t i on i s  thus  s u s t a i n e d .  A 

t h e o l o g i c a l  s yn t h e s i s o f  B ib l i c a l  p e r f e c t i on w i l l  b e  d i s cus s e d 

i n  t h e  fo l l ow in g  c h ap t e r . 

1 5 4 P a u l ' s  v i s i on on  t h e  D amas cus r o a d  (Ac t s  9 : 3 - 6 ) and 
the v i s i on w h i l e  b l in d  in D ama s cu s  (Ac t s  9 : 1 2 )  h a v e  b e en  
omi t t ed s i n c e  t h e y  o c cur r e d  s o  e a r ly in  h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi t h  
C h r i s t .  E a r l y  r e f e r e n c e  t o  p r ayer  (Ac t s  9 : 1 1 )  may b e  d i s coun t e d  
f o r  t h e  s ame r e as o n , e xc e p t  t h a t  p r ay e r  ( un l i k e  v i s i on s )  invo l ve s  
an act  o f  t h e  w i l l . Wh en app e a r i n g  s o on a f t e r  on e ' s  c onv e r s i on ,  
p ray e r  g iv e s  s t r o n g e r  e v i d e n c e  t o  commun i o n  t h an d o  v i s i ons . 
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A THEOL O G I CAL SYNTHE S I S  

Any a d e qua t e  t h e o l o gy demands s oun d unde r s t an d i ng o f  

t h e  B i b l i c a l  c on c ep t  o f  p e r fe c t i on . Sh e e r  w e i g h t  o f  u s a g e  

i n  S c r i p t u r e  r e qui r e s  t h a t  a t t en t i on b e  g i v e n  t o  t h i s  t o p i c .  

I n  t h e  O l d  T e s t ament a l on e , Turn e r  o b s e rv e s : 

O f  t h e  more  t h an 1 , 0 0 0  o c c u r r e n c e s  o f  s ynonyms d en o t ing  
s ome p h a s e of  p e r f e c t i on , a t  l e a s t 8 0  r e f e r  to  man ' s  
c h a r a c t er . G od ' s  i d e a l s f o r  man , a s  r e f l e c t e d  in 
s y n o nyms for  p e r fe c t i on , a r e  t o o  p r o m i n e n t  i n  t h e  
O l d T e s t ament t o  b e  i gn o r e d . l 5 5 

P e r fe c t i o n  d e s e r v e s  c a r e fu l  s t udy b e c au s e  o f  t h e  " w i s t fu l  

d e s i r e "  e v o k e d  b y  i t  i n  " o r t h o do x  a n d  s e c t a r i an a l i k e . " 1 5 6 

0 1an ' s i nn a t e  de s i re  t o  ach i e v e  t h e  i d e a l  s t i r s  a l on g i n g  t o  

un d e r s t an d  what  c on s t i tu t e s  i d e a l  e x i s t en c e , a n d  wh a t  i s  the  

e xp e c t a t i on to  wh i ch h e  may  a s p i r e . 

Th i s  c h a p t e r  w i l l  a t t emp t t o  c o a l e s c e t h e  an a l y s i s  o f  

p e r fe c t i o n  i n  e a r l i e r  chap t e r s . Unl i k e  p r i o r  c h ap t e rs , t h i s  

s e c t i on w i l l  g i v e g r e a t e r  e mp h a s i s  t o  t h e  vi ews  o f  va r i ous 

t h e o l o g i an s . The s yn t h e s i s  w i l l  pu r s u e  t h e  n a t u r e  and a t t a i n -

ab i l i ty o f  t h e  B i b l i c a l  i d e a l . 

1 5 5r u rn e r ,  T h e  V i s i on Wh i ch T r an s f o rms , p .  5 1 . 
1 5 6 F r e d r i c  P l a t t , " P e r f e c t i on ( C h r i s t i an ) , "  Ency l op e d i a  

o f  R e l i g i o n  a n d  E t h i c s , e d .  J am e s  H a s t i n g s , Vo l .  I X  ( N ew Yo r k : 
Ch a r l e s  S c r i b n e r ' s  S ois ,  1 9 2 8 ) , p .  7 2 8 .  

9 9  



1 0 0 

T H L  NAT U RE O F  B I B L I CAL PE R FE CT I ON 

F our face ts compr is e the n atur e of B ibli cal per fection : 

it der iv es from div in e s tan dar d s , it for g es a man date for 

m atur ity , it dem an ds dev otion , an d it faci litates comm un ion . 

Som e w ould i n clude glor i fy i n g  G od as a fur ther facet of per -

157 
f ection , s in ce it r epr es ents man ' s  ultim ate g oal. 

P er fect i on D er iv es F r om D iv in e  Stan dar ds 

The char acter of G od for m s  the s tan dar d for perfection . 

l i e  s er v es as author an d judg e of perfection . Thus for man 

" the pr elu de to perfect i on is [ his ] v is ion of G od. "
158 

l\lan ' s  

per f ection m ay s atis fy div in e s tan dar ds of q uality as it 

d er iv es f r om G od. Y et ,  becaus e of G od ' s tr an s cen den ce , m an 

may n ev er pr ofes s th e extent or 4 uan tity of per fecti on pre s en t  

in th e divin e. T he exten t of m an ' s per fec tion i s  ther efor e 

r elativ e in n atur e. Tur n er commen ts r eg ar din g thos e in the 

Old T es tam en t  des cr i bed as per fect : 

T heir perfection is wholly der ivative fr om the G od 
of I s r ael ; m an has n o  intr in s ic m er it to m ak e  hims elf 
r ig hteous . Thos e r elativ ely r i g hteous or " per fect" 
a r e  s o  only as a r es ult of div i n e  g r ace, n ot of thei r 
own m er it or achiev em en t. P er fection ther efor e, s o  
f ar as m an is con cer n ed ,  is n ot a con cept which den otes 
completen es s ,  abs oluten es s ,  or flawles s n es s . l59 

157
" The glo r y  of G od is the en d an d pur pos e of all 

cr eation , "  Roy an d A um an n , p. 2 3 ;  cf. An dr e\·: )\lur r ay ' s  defin ition 
o f " t r ue r e 1 i g ion " : " t h e who 1 e hear t , t h e \v h o 1 e v.: i 11 , the \v h o 1 e 
life giv en up to the glor y an d s er v ice of G od , " l\lur r ay , p .  2 6 . 

15 81-.j - 2 1  1 c t.::. ,  p. . 
159,.-

Th \, . . l " J . 1 ·r· f - o  1 ur n er , e 1 s 1 on ;\ 1 1 C 1 r an s  a r ms , p .  j • 
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11 l a n  d e m c n s t r a t c s  p e r f e c t i on d e r i v i n g  1 r o m  ci :, v i 1 1 e  :-; ·c. a n d a r J s  a s  

h e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  d e p e n d s  o n  t h e  p u r i t y a n d  p ow e r w l 1 j c h  s p r 1 n g  

o m  C o d . 

P e r f e c t  i on f o r  e s  a \l a n d a t e f o r � Ia t u r i  t Y  - -· -··- - �--- - - - - --�---�-·- ·--·- -- -·-·--·--- ----- ---- ---··· ___ ___:;__ 

?1 l a t u r i t y f o n:1 5 a n  i n  t c g r a 1 c o m  p o n e  n t o f B i b 1 i c a 1 p e r -

f e c t i o n .  I t 5 u g g e s t s a n a t  u r a 1 p r o c e s s h. h j c h e v e n  t u a 1 1  y 

r e a c h e s  a p r e d e t e r m i n e d  l e v e l o f  d e v e l o pm e n t  ::; n d  p e r s i s t s  i n  

f u r t h e r  d e ve l o p m e n t  o r  Ji: a t u r i  t y  b e y o n d  t h a t  g o a l . T h e B i b l e  

e s t ab l i s h e s  a m a n d a t e  f o r  m a t u r i t y  a s  i t  s e t s  p e r f e c t i o n a s  t h e  

g o a l o f  C h r i s t i a n  d e v e l o p m e n t . A s  s t a t e d  b y  a R o m a n  C a t h o l i c  

t h e o  1 o g i a n  , ' '  . .'.. t h i n  g i s s a i d t o b :: p e r f e c t 1 .. h e n  i t h a s a l l  t l1 e 

b e i n g , a l l  t h e  r e a l i t y w h i c h J 6 () 1 s d u e  i t a c c o  r d i n  g t o .i. t_-..; m t u r c.' 

f o r  t h e  a ud i e n c e s  o f  H e b r e w s  a n d P h i l i pp i a n s , p e r f e c t i o n c o n -

n o t  e d lil a  t u r i t r \\' i t h i t s i n  g r e d  i e n  t s o f  j n t e g r i t : · , cJ i s c i p l i n c  , 

a n d  s p i r i t ua l  c omp r e h e n s i o n . T h e s e  t r a i t s  f o r m  t h e  l e v e l  o f  

d e ve l o p m e n t  n e c e s s a ry f o r  t h o s e  wh o w o u l d  b e  p e r f e c t . 

P e r f e c t i on D em a n d s  D e v o t i o n 

D e v o t i on e m e r g e d  a s  a n  a t t i t u d i n a l  a s p e c t  o f  p e r f e c t i o n 

1 n  t h e  O l d  T e s t am e n t s t u d y . I n  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n o f  p e r f e c t i o n , 

;,Ju r ra y  a p p e a l s  fo r t h e  " e n t h u s i a s t i c  d e v o t i o n  o f  t h e  wh o l e  h e a r t  

t o  G o d . "
1 6 1  

A s  T u rn e r  r e m a r k s , " P e r f e c t i o n i n v o l v e s  m o t i v e  

a s  
1 6 ?  

m u c h  o r  m o r e  t h a n  p e r f o rm a n c e . "  - D e v o t i o n a p p e a r s a s  s ub -

m 1 s s 1 o n o r  p e r s i s t en t  l o y a l t y  J u r i n g  a d v e r s e  c i r c um s t a n c e s . 

1 6 0 
R o y o  a n d  A um an n , p .  1 2 1 . 

1 6 1 , . � 6� ''1u r r a y , p . ..:. . 
1 6 2

Tu r n e r , T h e  Y i s i o n  \\' h i c h  T r a n s fo r m s , p .  4 6 ,  u n d e r 
s c o r i n g  o r i g i n a l . 
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D e v o t i on dur ing  d i s t r e s s  i s  invo l v e d  i n  o n e  o f  e i g h t  p r i nc i p l e s  

o f  p e r f e c t i on a s s emb l e d  b y  F l ew i n  T h e  I de a  o f  P e r f e c t i on .  

lVh e n  F l ew r e f e r s  t o  " t h e  dy i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  t emp o r a l  r e a lm i n t o  

t h e  e te rna l "  a s  a p r i n c i p l e  o f  p e rf e c t i on , h e  i mp l i e s  the  

r e c o gn i t i on t h a t  thro ugh a rdent  devo t i on even  " t h e  C ro s s  i s  

1 6 3 an i n t e g r a l  e l emen t in  t h e  i de a l  l i fe in  t h i s  w o r l d . "  E v e n  

c o mmon a g on i e s  o f  e ar t h l y  l i fe m a y  s t i mu l a t e  s p i r i tua l pro g re s s  

" i f  a c c e p t e d  a s  me d i a  o f  our  c o mmun i on w i th G o d . " 1 6 4  B ib l i c a l  

p e r fe c t i on d emands t h e  in g r e d i en t  o f  s uc h  d e vo t i on . 

P e r f e c t i on Sanct i on s  C ommun i on 

F l ew b o rrO \\· s t h e  t i t l e ,  " T h e  Cu l t  o f  t h e  P a s s i n g  

' 1  " d . b ' . . 1 f f . 1 6 5  0 0ment ,  t o  e s c r 1  e ano t n e r  p r 1 n c 1 p  e o p e r  e c t 1 on . F o r  

F l ew t h i s  r e s emb l e s  B r o t h e r  L av n e n c e  ' s  c on t inual  " p r a c t i c e  o f  

t h e  p r e s en c e  o f  G o d . " Roy l i n k s  p e r fe c t i on c l o s e l y w i th awa r e -

n e s s  o f  G o d : 

T h e  o n e  n e c e s s ar i l y  f l ow s  from t h e o t h e r ,  f o r  i f  a 
p e r s on i s  c onvin c e d  t h a t  G o d  s e e s  h im ,  h e  w i l l  
endeavor  t o  avo i d  t h e  s l i gh t e s t s in o r  i mp e r f e c t i on 
and w i l l  s t r i ve to  b e  a s  r e c o l l ec t e d  a s  p o s s i b l e  in  
G o d ' s  p r e s en c e . I f  p t op e r l y  u s e d , t h i s  s p i r i tu a l  
p r a c t i c e  w i l l  k e e p  t h e  s ou l  in  a s p i r i t  o f  p ra y e r  
a n d  w i l l  l e a d  i t  t o  c o n t emp l a t i on a n d  int ima t e  un i o n  
w i t h G o d . l 6 6 

G o d ' s p r e s e n c e  p r o v i d e s  t h e  a c a d e my i n s t ruc t ing man 

1 6 3  F 1 ew , p . 4 1 3  . 
1 6 4 I b i d .  
1 6 5  F l ew , p .  4 0 6 , from Arthur Ch an d l e r , T h e  C u l t o f  t h e  

Pa s s ing  ?'-loment ( Me t huen , 1 9 1 4 ) . 
1 6 6 Roy and  Aumann , p .  5 6 5 . 



f . 1 6 7  l n  p e r  e c t l on . Y e t  i t  a l s o  c o n s t i t ut e s  t h e  g o a l  o f  a l l  

d e ve l opme n t  i n  p e r f e c t i on . H e b r e w s  e xub e rant ly ann o un c e s  

t h a t  b e c au s e o f  p e r fe c t i on i n  Chr i s t , man may n ow app r o ach 

t h e  p r e s en c e  of  G o d  w i t h  b o l dn e s s  ( H e b . 1 0 ) . Paul ' s  s e a r c h  

1 0 3  

fo r c o n f i d e n c e  b e f o r e  G o d  l e d  h im t o  d i s c a r d  p a s t ach i e veme n t s  

in  fa vor  o f  pu r s u i ng t h e  i n t ima t e  know l e d g e  o f  C h r i s t ( P h i l .  3 ) . 

G o d ' s  e t e rn a l  obj e c t i ve  f o r man i s  r e s t o r a t i on o f  commun i o n  

'" i t h  H i m .  Turne r o b s e rv e s , " T h e  B ib l e  i s  c onc e rn e d ,  n o t  s o  

mu c h  w i t h  t h e  produc t i o n  o f  a p e r f e c t  man , b u t  t h e  un i on o f  

t h a t  man w i th the  p e r fe c t i o n  o f  G o d . " 1 6 8  P e t e r  F o r s y t h  

dec l a re s : 

G o d , though H e  w i l l s  t h a t  w e  b e  p e r fe c t , h a s  no t 
app o i n t e d  s i n l e s s n e s s  a s  H i s  o b j e c t  w i t h  us i n  t h i s  
wo r l d . H i s  o b j e c t  i s  commun i o n  w i t h  u s  through  
fa i t h  . . lve do  n o t  need  G o d  c h i e f l y  as  means  
t o  our  h o l i n e s s .  B u t  w e  n e e d  G o d  f o r  H i ms e l f . 
H e  d o e s  n o t  o f f e r  u s  commun i on t o  make  us h o l y ; H e  
mak e s  u s  ho l y  f o r  t h e  s ak e  o f  commun i on . l 6 9  

On e may i n f e r  from  J o hn We s l e y ' s  i n t e r p r e t at i on o f  

p e r fe c t ion t h a t  l ov e  forms  t h e  l anguag e  o f  t h i s  

T h e y  t h a t  l ov e  G o d  w i th a l l  t h e i r  h e a r t  
as  t h ems e l v e s  a r e  s c r ip t ur a l ly p e r fe c t . 
t h e r e  s u r e l y  a r e ; o th e rw i s e  t h e  p romi s e  
b e  a m e r e  mo c k e ry o f  human we a k n e s s . l 7 0 

1 6 7  l\lurray , p .  2 3 .  

c ommun i on : 

and a l l me n 
An d s uch 

of God wou l d  

1 6 8Turne r ,  T h e  V i s i on Wh i ch T r an s f o rms , p .  5 1 . 
1 6 9 P e t e r  F o r s y t h , C h r i s t i an P e r fe c t ion ( 1 8 9 9 ) , quo t e d  

b y  F l ew ,  p .  x i i i .  
1 7 0 J ohn We s l e y , T h e  L e t t e rs , I V , e d . John T e l fo rd  

( L ondon , 1 9 3 1 ) , p .  2 0 8 . q u o t e d  b y  H a r a l d  L in d s t r �m ,  We s l ey 
and Sanc t i f i c a t i on : A s t ud y  in t h e  Do c t r i n e  o f  S a l v a t i on 
( L onJ.on : T h e  Epwo r t h  P r e s s,  [ n . d . ]) , p p . 1 5 1 - 5 2 ; c f .  h"e s l ey , 

A P l a i n Ac c o unt o f  C h r i s t i a n P e r f e c t i on ,  p .  1 4 . 
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P e r f e c t i on ma rks  t h e  s anc t i on o f  an exq u i s i t e  c ommun i on b e tw e en 

G o d  and man . Howe v e r ,  unl e s s  t h e  p e r f e c t i on d e s c r i b e d  in 

t h e  p r e c e d i n g  four  f a c e t s  c an b e  a t t a i ne d ,  it r e ma i n s  an 

e l us ive  dr e am ,  " a  m e r e  mo c k e ry o f  human w e akn e s s . "  

THE ATTA I NAB I L I TY O F  B I B L I CAL PERFECT I ON 

Th e  B ib l i c a l  d i s cus s i on o f  p e r f e c t i on do e s  n o t  c o n -

e l ude w i th mat e r i a l  p e r f e c t i on . N o r  d o e s  i t  l im i t  i t s e l f  t o  

r e mo t e  gener a l i t i e s  w h e n  d i s cu s s i n g  f i gurat i v e  p e r fe c t i on .  

B o l d l y , i t  a\v a r d s  t o  c e r t a i n  men t h e  a s c r ip t i on "p e r fe c t . "  

Turn e r  c l a r i f i e s  s u c h  a s c r ip t i on s  in t h e  O l d  T e s t am e n t  by 

s t at i ng : 

A man d e s c r i b e d  a s  "p e r fe c t "  i s  one wh o i s  o u t s t and ing 
fo r h i s  l oy a l t y , g o o dne s s , s i n c e r i ty ,  r i g h t e o u s n e s s , 
and l o v e , l i k e  G o d  i n  t h e s e  mo ra l and e t h i c a l  qual i 
t i e s . 17 1 

Conc e rn ing  N ew T e s t am e n t  us a g e  h e  p o s i t s , "The  c o mmand p re -

d h · b · l ·  f 1 "  " 1 7 2  H . s upp o s e  t e p o s s 1  1 1 ty o c omp 1 anc e . e c o n t 1 nues : 

Th i s  i s  n o t  a n  a b s o lu t e  p e r f e c t i on , b u t  a r e l a t ive  
one - - man c an b e c ome we l l - p l e a s in g  t o  God  a s  a man . 
A l i fe i s  p o s s ib l e  in  w h i ch , b y  t h e  g ra c e  o f  G o d , s in 
i s  no  l on g e r  o p e ra t i v� 7 and e v e ry ac t i on i s  in  h a rmony 
\\' i th t h e  l aw o f  l ov e . ' .) 

T u rn e r  i s  n o t  a l on e  i n  h i s  as s e s s me n t  o f  B ib l i c a l  p e r f e c t i on , 

a s  i n d i c a t e d  by J .  I .  P a c k e r ' s  c omme n t s : 

The  B i b l e  n owh e r e  r e l a t e s t h e  i d e a  o f  p e rf e c t i on 
d i r e c t l y  t o  l aw ,  nor  e qu a t e s  i t  d i r e c t l y  w i th 

1 7 1  Turn e r ,  T h e  V i s i on Wh i ch T r an s forms , p .  5 1 . 
1 7 2  . I b 1 d . , p .  1 3 7 , r e g a r d i n g  llla t t . 5 : 4 8 .  
1 7 3 I b " d  1 5 9 l . ' p .  . 
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s in l e s s n e s s . . . . T h e  p r e s en t  p e r f e c t i on wh i ch , a c c o rd 
ing  t o  S c r i p t u r e , s ome C hr i s t i an s  a t t a i n i s  a ma t t e r  
n o t  o f  s i n l e s s n e s s ,  b u t  o f  s t ron£  f a i t h , j oy fu l  
p a t i enc e , a n d  o ve r f l ow i n g  l ove . l 7 4  

T h e  e a r l i e r  s t udy o f  Ph i l ipp i an s  3 n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  

e xp e r i e n c e  o f  p e r f e c t i o n  f o r  P a u l  coul d on l y  b e  v i ew e d  a s  

i n t e rminab l e  du r i n g  t h i s  l i f e  ( c f .  p .  5 5 ) . We s l ey e c h o e s  t h i s  

c on c e p t  o f  dynam i c  p e r fe c t  i on h' i t h  t h e  s t a t  em e n  t ,  "T h e re i s  

f . } . } d d . f . 1 . I f  1 7 5 n o  p e r  e c t 1 on w 1 1 C 1 o e s  n o t  a m 1 t o a c o n t 1nua 1 n c r e a s e .  

F l ew app r op r i a t e l y  r e fl e c t s  th i s  in  h i s  t h i r d p r i n c i p l e  o f  

p e r fe c t i on : "No  l im i t s  c an b e  s e t  t o  t h e  mo r a l  o r  s p i r i tu a l  

t t . t f C l  . t . . 
h 1 · f " l 7 6 a a 1 nmen s o a 1 r 1 s  1 an 111 t e p r e s en t  1 e .  

Th e e xam i n a t i on o f  Dan i e l  and Paul  a c c o r d i n g  t o  the  

f o ur - fo l d  c on c e p t  o f  B i b l i c a l  p e r f e c t i on s t r ong l y  en d o r s e s t h e  

a t t a i nab i l i ty o f  t h e  i de a l  in  t h e  p r e s ent  l i fe .  Y e t  i t  mu s t  

b e  q u a l i f i e d  a s  F l e w c on c l ud e s : 

Our  r e l i g i o n  o f f e r s  an i d e a l t h a t  i s  r e a l i z ab l e  in 
t ime , and t o  b e i n g s  o f  f l e s h  an d b l o o d , on  t h e  c o n 
d i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  ful l i d e a l  f o r  human b e i n g s  i s  neve r 
t o  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  a t t a i n e d  in  t h e  l imi t s  o f  t h i s  
e a r th l y  l i fe . I t  i s  an i d e a l  r e s t ing  o n  t h e  g r a c e  
and t h e  p r om i s e s  o f  G o d , a G o d  who s e  c ommand o f  
h o l in e s s  i s  m o c k e d  i f  men r e g a r d  th ems e lv e s  a s  fo r 
e v e r  [ s i c ]  d e s t i n e d  t o  morgl  frus t r a t i on an d d e fe a t  
i n  t h e i r  p r e s en t  b a t t l e . l l / 

1 7 4  J .  I .  P a c k e r , " P e r fe c t i o n , "  T h e  New B ib l e  D i c t i onary , 
e d .  J .  D .  Doug l a s  ( G r and Rap i ds : E e r dman s , 1 9 6 2 ) , p .  9 6 7 . 

1 7 5 we s l e y , A P l a in Ac c o un t  o f  C h r i s t i an P e r fe c t i on ,  p .  2 .  
1 7 6 F l ew , p .  4 0 2 . He fur t h e r  no t e s  a p e r s on a l  s en s e  

o f  unw o rth i n e s s  a s  a c on c omi t an t  o f  p e r f e c t i on , pp . 4 0 8 f f . 
1 7 7 I b i d . , p p . 4 1 5 - 1 6 .  
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CONCL U S I ON S  

Vague  exp e c t a t i on s  f o rm a c h i e f  c au s e  o f  d eb i l i t a t ing  

f ru s t r at i on amon g  s ub o r d i n a t e s .  Wh e n  a s ub o rd i n a t e  i s  

i gn o r ant  o f  s t and a r d s  u s e d  t o  eva luat e h i m , h e  i s  l i k e l y t o  

s en s e  c on s i de r ab l e anx i e ty . Al s o , h e  m a y  d ev e l op in c o r r e c t  

a s s ump t io n s  o f  e xp e c t at i o n s  g ov e rn i n g  h i s  r o l e ,  i mp a i r i ng  

e f fe c t i v en e s s  b e ca u s e o f  anx i e ty over  f a i l u r e  to  me e t  s e l f 

imp o s e d  s t an d a r d s . 

D i m  no t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  G o d ' s  i d e a l  may e a s i ly l e a d  t o  

t h e  s ame w h i r l p o o l  o f  de s p a i r . T h e  p u rp o s e  o f  t h i s  s t udy h a s  

b e e n  t o  c l a r i fy G o d ' s  int e n d e d  i d e a l  f o r  t h e  Ch r i s t i an .  B y  

p l a c i n g  p r i m a ry e mp h a s i s  o n  d i r e c t  an a ly s i s  o f  S c r i p t u r e  

p a s s a g e s , r a t h e r  t h an o n  h i s t o r i c a l  do c t r i n e s  o f  C h r i s t i an 

p e r f e c t i on , t h e  w r i t e r  h a s  a t t emp t e d  t o  d e t e c t  f i r s t - h and t l1 e  

n a t u r e  o f  B i b l i c a l  p e rf e c t i on . Th e f o u r  eme r g i n g  t h e me s  o f  

d i v ine  s t an d a r d s , matur i ty , d e v o t i on , an d c ommun i on f o rmed an 

e va l uat i on g r i d  t o  t e s t  t h e  a t t a inment o f  p e r fe c t i o n fo r two 

i nd i v i du a l s  in  t h e  B ib l e . As a c o n s e qu e n c e  o f  t h i s  s t udy 

t h e  w r i t e r  i s  l e ft w i th t h e  in e s c ap ab l e  c onc l us i on t h a t  B ib l i c a l  

p e r f e c t io n  r ep r e s en t s  t h e  e xp e c t at i on fo r C h r i s t i an s  a s  o r da ined  

by G o d , dynami c a l l y a c h i ev ab l e  in  t h i s  l i fe , and  c on s t i tut ing  

the  p r e eminent  c h a r a c t e r  of  e t e rn i t y . 

1 0 6  



1 0 7  

An e xamin a t i on o f  t h e  B i b l i c a l  do c t r in e  o f  p e r fe c 

t i on , a s  i n  t h i s  s t udy , l e a d s  t o  t h e  r e c o g n i t i on o f  two 

imp e ra t i v e s . F i rs t ,  B ib l i c a l  p e r fe c t i on s h o u l d  d e s c r ib e  t h e  

b e l i eve r ' s  p e r s on a l  c ommi tment . A s  h e  p e rm i t s  h i s l i fe t o  

b e  g o v e r n e d  b y  d i v i n e  s t andar ds , h e  i s  enab l e d  b y  d i v ine  

a de q uacy . E x e r c i s i n g  d i s c i p l i ne , in t e g r i ty , a n d  a t t ending 

t o  s p i r i tu a l  i n s t ru c t i o n , h e  a c h i e v e s  p e r fe c t i on ' s  man date  

f o r  ma t u r i ty . A c c e p t in g  t h e d emand fo r d e vo t i on , he  wi l l ful ly 

s ubmi t s  t o  G o d , and ma i n t a i n s  a de t e rm i n e d  l oy a l t y de s p i t e  

a dv e r s i ty . An d , h e  w e l c om e s  and r e v e l s  in  t h e  c o mmun i on w i t h  

G o d  s anc t i on e d  b y  p e r fe c t i on . Th e in c omp r e h e n s i b l e  h onor  o f  

b o l dn e s s  i n  G o d ' s  p r e s en c e  dwa r fs any adve r s i t y o n e  may enc o un 

t e r . 

S e c o n d ,  B ib l i c a l  p e r fe c t i on s h o u l d  b e  p ro c l a imed b o l d l y . 

Th e s ub l i me i n t r i c ac i e s o f  G o d ' s p r o v i s i on and t h e  e xp e c t a t i on 

o f  c omp r e h en s i v e  d e vo t i on on  man ' s  p ar t  mus t  i n f o rm men ' s  

minds  and t rans f o rm men ' s  w i l l s . Wh en p e r s on a l c o mmi tment 

l in k s  w i t h  b o l d p r o c l ama t i on ,  t h e  op ac i ty o f  B ib l i c a l  p e r fe c 

t i on w i l l  b e  t r ans f i gu r e d  i n t o  a c rys t a l  d o c t r in e  wh i ch wi l l  

en g ende r h o p e and e r e c t  a s p an o f  int i ma t e  commun i on acros s 

t h e  c h a s m  s ep a r a t i n g  G o d  and man . 
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B r i g g s , C h a r l e s  Augus t u s , and Emi l i e G ra c e  B t i g g s . I n t e rn a 
t i on a l  C r i t i c a l  C omm entarv o n  t h e  B o o k  o f  t h e  P s a l ms . 
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T h e  I n t e rp r e t e r ' s  D i c t i onary 
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C a l v i n , J ohn . C ommen t ar i e s on  t h e  B ib l e ,  t r ans . var i ous . 
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Th e We s l e y an B i b l e  C ommen t a ry . 
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Te s t amen t s  w i th a C ommen t ary and C r i t i c a l  N o t e s . 6 vo l s . 
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