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WEPCRT OF THE INTERRATIONAL COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHIS ABUSES

IR RUANDA SINCE OCTOBER 1, 1990

Since the begluning of the war in October 1990, move than 2,000 civilian
victimg, largely of the minovity Tutsl people, havs baan eyotamatically massacre
Kuanda. Large sumbers of officialx have been impllecated in directing these kil
but only tvo have been removed from their positions and neither one of thwm has
stood trial for his crimes.

Avmed milliias of the policical parties, especially of the former single ps
the MRND, and its ally, the CDR, are permitted to terrorize people in many parts
of thu country with ap affective resction from officials rcoponsible for public-
security. :

According to the International Commission, which has just coupleted an inve
gation. in Rusnda, thece abuses result frvm s delibarate policy of the yegimo, di
against both the minority Tutsi and ita political opponents. President Juvenal
Hsbyarivana and his {mmediate culvursge are ultimately reaponsible for these gby.

The Rwandan army massacred between 500 and 1,000 Bahima, o people velated t
the Tutsl, in the region of Mutara at the begianing of the war; these people, um
wvece destroyed as they f£led thaiv homes because they were accused of belng “accor
of the invading force of the RPF. In snother incident, the Rvandan aramy killed 1!
RP: soldiers after thay had surrandeved and laid down thel: azus. In gcill other
soldiers have killed those targeted by civilian authoricies as enemies, ecither i:
military camps or hy asasseinating thew at their howes. ’

The soldiers of the RPF bave also baen guilty of violatiag humaniccrisn law,
bisplaced persons teatified to having witnessed summary execytions of family memt
cavried out by RPF soldiers., Otheva displayed the scara of wounds raceived from o
by xFF soldlers. Stfll others related having seen people kidnapped by the RPF, p;
ably to be taken Lo Uganda. At the heslth centar of Nyarurewme, RPF soldievs kille
sevon patients, 5 of them children, in Decamber 1991. They have also degtroyed an
piilaged the property of civilians.

The International Commisaion

The abugses in Rwanda vere documented by an indepcndent Internatliocnal Comaiss
that inciuded ten jurists snd specisliots of eight diffuxunt nacionalitias, The
Coumigsion was sponsored by four non-governmental human vrighte organizatienss Afr:
Watek, a division of Human Rights Watch, New Yurk; the Inter-Aivican Union of Bow:
Rights, Ousgadougou; the International Center for Human Rights and Demoeratic Dewe
ment, Montrealt and the Internacionul Yedavacion 0f duman Righte, Paris. The Cow
was eutadlished in reaponse to an urgent request from five Rwanden human rights a
atione.

The Commission based its yopott on investigatiouz carried out in Rwanda from
Junuary 7 te January 21, 1993. It collected orsl and written testimony Eron huadr
of witnesses and gathered substential and diverae written documcntation f{ncluding
adminisrrative tepurts, judicial vecords sud official corresponderca.

Sycteuatic MNagoacren

Actacka agefust the Tutsi of Kibilira commune cost hundreds of lives and dest
ed virtually all the property of many other people. Local and vegionsl] guthoritie:
instigatad and directed these attacks. The attacks were ropeated {n Mprch 1992 ao
well as at the eund of Dacember 1992, .

From tho end of January to mid-March 1991 massacres dacimated the Bagogwa, &
aub-group ot Tutsi who lfve scatterad throughout northweatern Rvanda. An estimatac
500 people were killed, with young men being tha principal targets. Tho mititary ¢
noarby military camps were the principal instigators of these killings, with the
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sctiva assistance of local authorities. Blsewhere local suthorities ordered peop
to kill their neighbocs, telling chem chis wes parc of cheir usyganda or communa
work ohligation.

The tragedy of tho Bagogwe was Lldden for some time because the guthorities
vere able to faolate the reglon since it was a combat zone and thus to coatinue -
ing the raporto of massascres. Yhu Commiassion discoverved irrefutable evideace of
massacres: it located agnd excavated mase graves, one in Klnigi in the backyard o
8 iocal govermment officiul, onocher in Mutura, vhere the bodies of ten vietims
had been.dumped. These discoveries zupport assertions that there are other auch ;
to be found In uumuarous places.

In Mareh 1992 saveral hundred Tutsi were massacved in the tegion of Bugeser:
Many housce wece burned and 15,000 people had to flee to sheltsrin thurches and s
The operation was directed by the local governwmént officlal, assisted by forcee ¢
the Iaterahamwe, a wilitia of the former single party, the MRND, In addition sol¢
from the milltatry camp of Gako, disguised in civilian clothes, attackod the loeal
people, following after a uniformed patrol that digarmed and dispersed the people
had gathered together in groupa for self-defense.

‘These attacks were timed to coincide in several areus at once; the same prot
for the attacks vere used from one to anothar; » very significont number of offi¢
' . both civilign and military, werxe {mplicated; with only two exceptions, no guilty
‘ ciata have beetn vemoved snd no attacksre, avem thosa who confessed thalr guilc ha
been brought to trial or punished: all this evidence led the Commiséfon to conclu
i that the attacks resulted from a deliborate policy put into elfeut aL the very hi
levels. The objective of this policy of exacerbating tensiong between Hutu and Tu
i3 =0 attempt to strangrhen the powver base of the regime among Butu and to provid
an axcuse for slowing down the process of democxatic reforam.

The Reseau Zera and the Climate of Terror

The arwed party militlas, especislly the Interahawmwe of tha WRND, have carri
out political killings and have created a permanent state of fear Ia many parte o
the countxy by pfllaging and destroyiag the homes of supporterd of other parties.
have sat up {11egal darviers on public roads where thoy extort money from or admd;
boatings to Tutsl uvr political opponents who attcmpt to pass. With the grovth of !
Interahsmve, othar psrties have aleo ¢reated their own mititias that sometimes cn
exactions un menders of parties oppoeed to their own. Rwanda has thua deen launche
8 dounward spiral of violence where parties incrcasingly are using forca to achiev
thulr political onds. These wilitias ere clearly forbidden by the lew on political
pacties, yat the government has not disbsnded them.

The testimouy gathered by the Commission confirms the axistence of 3 cirele o
tuanty or so peoplo around the Prusidemnt who organize massacves, confroutations wi
the osposition and assassinationa. According to some witneassex, the head of atate
himsalf partfcipstes regulasly in che moetings of this secret organization, called
the Rescau Zero.

Uithout any doubt the highest state guthorities are Inciting Rwandans to hate
and attack each other. This dlsconras of hate hao etrongly lanflusnced thu brhavior
of local and regional authorities, the army and the population {tself,

The Total Misery of the Displaced

%

A large purt of the Ruandan population hoe fled the wur cone and now survives
in total miseyy in csmps for the displaced. Hundreds of thousands have suffered {n
{ntolarable conditinns for many montho, some forx as lung as two and a halt years.
Hundreds of chousands more have had to flee following the recent violation ‘of tha
ceasefire by tha WPF. At the prcaocnt time about une of every seven Rvandang is a
displaced person.
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Events since January 21

The Commission ended Lts investigstion with Sce¢ depevtura from Rwasda on
January 21. Beglaning the next day, it heard of nev massaeres in nosthwectorn Rwan
snd of sutmary executions, including that of one of its witacsses. Since the renew
ot conbat on Pebruory B, the charges of violations by both the Rwanden goverameat
the RPF have aultiplied. Glven vhat tho Cowmnlssion learned, its members are not
surprised that the cycle of vidlence appears to de coutiuuing and ladoed, gettluy
worse. Siace the Comnission itself has had no opportunity to iavestigate theas
charges,however, it askes 0o Judgweut on Lhe velidity of Lhe accusations dut werel
sxpresses the hope that some uf cthe charges will prove to be at the least exaggera
1f not tolally withour foundation.

Recoamandatiaons of tha {lammianion

To the President of Rwanda!
~ that he apeak out clearly and sincerely in favor of pesce aad humgn rights -
« thet he condemn publicly snd sincerely all cases of communal violence,
whether attacks againat Tutsl or against members of a glven party
~ that he fulfill his responaibility to guarantge the security of ail citizen:
without distinction, and easure that his subordinates do the saus

- that he insist upon the prosecution snd punishmant of guilty officials
~ that he immcdiately dissolve the armed militia Intevahamwe of his own pasty

Tu Lh¢ Government of Rwanda:
= that they dlesolve all parcy ailitia
~ that they prosecute and punish guitlty otticisls
. - that they provide for rastiturion ¢r compensation to vxctins for loss of
property or damage to their persons
- that they reintegrate employees vho lost their positions following illegal
deteutions
- that they pursus the {nvestigations of mass graves begun by the Internationt
Conmisnlon
To thc Rwandan Patriotic Frout:
- that they cease summary executiona, kidnappling of civilians, and the
pillege and doatruction of property
~ that they stop attacking civilian targets
« that they halt temoving granpr of prople tn Uganda
- that they punish those reaponsible for abuses

To the intermationai connunity:

v

- chat they condition further aconomie aid da an improvemont im the vewvpsct o
human rights and an end £o abuses described {a this report

- that thoy cenoo providing militery sid to both helligerents :

- that they encourage both parties to continue nagotiations for peace at Arunr
and press for implesentacion of the accords resached thera,
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