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Dooonﬁor 13, 1947,

Dear Friendi=- W
o

, Your letter of the 2nd, arrived while I was having
a bout with the flu, I was oub of the house for the firet time
yeaterday, at the inauguration of Preeident @arey, who himself
had been out of bed only @& doy or two, after a flu attack.

wieh T could give your letter the sort of reply that 1t
deserves, dbut I know I sha 1 not be eble to do Lit. oy

what a pleasant triy that one must have been which you
took to Calexico and Mexicala. You'd get a lot more out of 1t
than we would, for we do'not ppeak Spanish. The only time we
have been across the byeder to the south was on our return early
lest year from our long trip east. We went over the Rio Grande
&b L. PuBo, and we did not find it such a Grande Rio as we had
expected. /4nd while my guess is that Juares is not the best-
part of Mexico, being too much infected with some of the woree
influences of the United States, still I do not think I should

like to live under the Mexican flag.

wish you were here where I could consult you on a matter
which comes to me by letter from a Mexican prison. I am offered
ﬁlBS,OQQ.gO %f I'11 help 2 man to get his trunk, which he claims
is in port and which he says contains three times
that sum and more. It &ll looks plenty crooked to me, and I'll
not be appearing in Mexico with the required $8,300,00 that 1t
will take to get things going. - There are a lot of Mexican offi-
eial looking papers, with seals and all that, included in the
last letter, which urges me to hurry, since the whole thing must
be completed the day before Christmas. If I had #8,300.00 and
all expenses above that, I'd not make the trip on present informa-
tion, since it looks as if I'd be involved in some lawbreaking

myself.

Gervas A. Carey was up from an attack of the flu only a
day or two before his dnauguration ceremony o~ I had been up a
bit on Monday, and gaining every day therafter. I am enclosing
copy of the progranm, which did not last as long as would have
been natural to expect in view of the two pages of printing.
Most of the speakers used discretion and had good terwminal facil~-
jties. My own speech, which I had written and which L read ==
I wanted to say the right things and to be able to prove Jjust
what I said if there were ever a2 question, was only fifteen min-
ubes iong. or. Carey's was longer, but not a bit too long. " The
program went very happily, with a reception follomwing the cere-
monies, and a banquet in the evening, with the members of the
board snd faculty and their wives and husbands staying for an in-
formal and unarranged program, the college choir and quartet and
Prof. Bulgin singing, and with each member of the board and fac-
ulty introducing himself and his wife (except in those rare ocases
like that of ¥rs., Calkins where it was the wife who was "on the
job." Joseph G. Reece made the same speech I have heard him make
a time or two before, telling how he was reared in a Quaker home,
attended a Quaker training school, graduated from a Quaker collgge,
but still knew next to nothing about the peculiar testimonies of
Friends. I can't understand how all that could have been, but

¥ 29 Naes vt do<&



e

he inaisted that Lt was, end made a plea for genuine Quaker edu~
cation, espeocially for our ministers, but wlso for all our young
lende. Well, Pacific College hak always, #o far as I know,
tried to give Quaker training. We sent more of our men and
‘;“"‘n proportionally into war relief that| any other college in
he world, we had a larger proportion of C.”.8. men in camp than
most of the colleges, and there is other evidence that our peace
bestimony, at least, had got acrose to some of our folks, I must
confess that the showing for the sons of Oregon Yearly Meeting
pastors was not impressive ~- I have been told that not one son
of one of our pnstors took the position of the conscientious ob-
Jector. I've not checked to be sure of that, but the man who
told me stated it as a fact. ‘oo

I suppose you saew my article, "On the Busis of Bilence"
in at least two of our Ameridan Friends papers =~ 1 am nob sure
whether tYe American 7riend used it or not. You may conclude
from that that I do not understand the movement for its revival
-= the revival, that is, of "meetings on 'the basis of silencge",
e term which I do not at all like, for reasons which the article
suggested, at least. There is something exceptionally fine im
the silence that is not "artificially inspired", the "living
silence" of which many Triends of each generation know. But to
insist that only in silencé is true worship possible, and ton
make a fetish and a ritual out of silence seems to me as far
from real Quakerism as is the "pumped up" emthusiasm of the
meeting where any half minute without vocal expression of some:
sort’'is considered "dead." There is such'a thing as a "dead®-
silence in s Quaker meeting, just as there may be a lot of
noise that is nothing else but. I have tried to insist that a
meebing for worshi, should not be "on the basis of silence”
nor "on the basis of noise", but one the basis of the lcadership
of the Holy Spirit, whether in silence or in speech. ¢

Yes, I recall the original action of the yearly meeting,
taken in our absence in 194Z, by which the effort was made &0
get rid by indirecticn of Robert H. Dann, Sceva B. Laughlin and
others, and of the subsequent action leading up to the expul-
sion from the Ministry of Robert Dann and the giving to Seeva
Laughlin of an official 0.X, of Oregon Meeting on Ministry and
Oversight not possessed by Fdward Mott, Gervas Carey, Levi T.
Pennington, or even Charles C. Haworth. -7éll, Sceva has gone
"tc his long home", Robert I suppose is now a membéer of the
new Pacific Coast Yearly Mecting, and everybody is haupy [?)e
I've never been favorable to the idea of dual membership, even
if some prominent Triends not only favor it but practice it.
(You know of the man who was approached by a member of the Dun=-
Kards wno asked him if he believed in foot-washing, and the man
replied, "I not only believe in it, but I practice it.")"

Just why young Friends who come under the influence of
the "silent meeting” absent themselves from the regular meetings
of the church I am sure yould require an answer that would not be
simple. And I do not know the answer, but I have some ideas on

the subject.

In the first place, they discover some of the good of
the silent meeting which many of our meetings, perhaps most of
those west of the Atlantic Coast and still more emphatically
those west of the Mississippi, and perhaps still more those
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west of the Rooky Mountaine have lost, 1f we ever had it, whioh
in many osses would be doubtful. Just ae ie likely Lo be the
oase when a good bthing ie® disooVered, it gets more emphasis than
it really deserves. If one weré Lo try to presoribe aus well as
to diagnose, my suggestion would be that we seek to seoure the
advantage of the eilent meeting without antagonizing anybedy, and
at the same time hold our folke all to the main work of ‘the

churche.

‘ A pecond reason for tliese folks absentirig themselves from
the main meetings of the church lies in the poverty of many of
these services, often emotionally, etill more frequently intele
lectually. Friends always have had some of the ablest preachers
in the world. But they also have always hud sowe of the poor=
est. This has grown partly out of a misinterpretation uf one .of
Georpe Fox's statements, that Oxford or Cambridge could not make
a ministér. It's as true today as it was then that education:
camuvt make a minister; but it ise as true now as then that educa-
tion can make a minister better than he could possibly be if he
were not educated. To winister to the bodies of men, we require
that a2 man have a high school and collegé education, with a four
years course of medical study and a two years interneship -- at
least that is the regular course for the regular physician. But
meny have thought that = good Christian experience and a desire
to'advance the Kingdom of God is all that is required to make a
men a minister; which is like saying that having good health and
wanting to help folks constitute the requirements for being a

physiciane.

dany of our preachers are pitifully lacking in intellec-
tual capacity or training. They do not have ‘either the matter
or the skill to feed the mind of man -~ and we are enjoined ‘to
love the Lord with all our mind as well as witkh all our hearts.
You and 1 have hoth heard sermons of half 'an hour's length which
did not contain five minutes worth of real food, mental or spire
itual. You know the story of the man who came to a certain Qua-
ker quarterly meeting and gave a long talk in the morning session
on the inadequacy of the support of the pastors of that yearly
meeting, tRe average being little more than $300.00 per year at
that time. During the intermission between the meeting for wor-
ship in the morning and the afternoon business session, some of
the members were talking about the morning "message" and one old
farmer of the group said, "Yes, I heerd what the preacher said,
an' lookin' at it one way, it seems like $300.00 a year is mighty

poor preacher pay.  But I've been around the yearly meetin' a‘good

deal, an' L've heerd a lot of the preachin' and in my judgment -
ab $oUU.U0 a year, it .comes high." }

-~y
il

w“ell, the poverty of our church services is one reasom:
for non-attendance, not only of the folks who have come under
the influence of the "silent meeting" but of a lot of others.-
Not only in the matter of preaching, but in the matter of music,
care for detsils of many sorts, real friendliness of the member=
ship, and such things, do we fall short of what our meetings

might be to make them more attractive, in the bes ¥
that word. ey ' n.t“,mzn;tga;
! Teng Nef
‘nother thing which I think tends to en
our young people is an overemphasis on dogmatic
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theolo rines, OSome of our preachers get "wise above
that uﬁ§§§11g°3:13c.n? There is little of the humility of :hn
Apostle Paul, who could say, "and I think I have the mind o
Christ." . man ocan speak what he knows, but when he gets too s
sure of hie interpretation of what it may be impoesible to inter
pret fully, he is on dangerous ground, "If a man does not hfvo
the bclio% that the story of Johah is a historiocal ltatonln&_.{
actual faot, he cannot have faith enough in Christ to be saved
was 2 statement that I heard once in a meeting of the miniutor=
of Oregon Yearly Meeting, and the speaker was heartily "amened
for it. “Repent and believe on Jonah and the whale" is not the
way 1 read my bible., "If I should find that the bible taught or=-
ganic evolution, I'd throw away my bible and not believe any of
it" wae a statement made to Preific Cillege students. "I'm not
an animal" was the statement made in a Pacific College commence-
ment address. And one could multiply cases where statements are
made dogmatically which meny educated young people {in0 it ime
poseible to acecept, and which they are told that they must ac-
eent or be damned. Such preaching inevitably drives some folks

away from the church. o

Ny guess is that most of the difficulty is, as you sug-
gesl, deeper than anything that I have mentioned, unless it is -
this last. Unquestionably there is much laxness on the part of
some of our members in their attitude toward the bible, just-as
there is a fetis@-worship of the book on the part of others. "I
believe every word in the bible, from cover to cover" is usmally
accompanied by some real or metaphorical pounding on the pulpit.
You know the story of the man who was defending a client of his
in court, and who said,"6n the highest% authority we are assured
that 'All that a men hath will he give for his life.'" The op-
posing counedd stated that he was glad to know what his opponent
considered the highest authority, and reminded him that that
Statement, which the whole boo. of Job and much other evidence
proved to be a2 lie, was spoke hy Satan. Over against the fetish-
worship of the book is a tendency to reduce it to a purely-human
set of documents, with no real authority, any more than that of
any other book of real moral and spiritual value.

Perhaps you were not present when one of Oregon Yearly
Meeting's pastors was meking things all clear (?) to a group of
young people and others who were listening to him. He started
with God, perfectly good, and of course with no tendency to evil
in any way. This perfectly good God created perfectly good angels,
who had in them nothing to respond to evil if there had been any
evil in the universe, which of course there was not, for God
had not created anything evil, and could not, in the Very una=
ture of God. Then, by some process which he failed to make clear
L0 me, this preacher stated that this perfectly good angel, with
no tendency to evil if there had been any evil, which there was
not, became a perfectly bad devil, and tempted man, to the latter's
inevitanle destruction. Well, believe it or not, there were' .
young people in that group who did not believe that the bible
teaches quite all of that, and if it did, they would think that
the teaching was merely some human being's attempt to clear up
what he knew of life and what he believed of Gods =~ . o0

CTT e SASE _BEE EeR BT ep
If I were guessing, ande. too,fwggi;‘u id mis
1'd guess that the real reason for any falling off from
we Oﬁght to be, young people as well as older bﬁ.l.i?;ji ﬁiltlkin‘




back from complete obedienc

@ to all that God requires., "
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do get mor me of Christ to complete surrender of heart and 1ife
mo.g P th. emphasis in most of our meetings than they do im
genuine "l:vi;:l:?ioﬁgzﬁigsan' though Ky §uens o ERER L e
usually able to spenk tnro:gnoﬁ.'fm;ﬁ"ffp':?“ oleazly Whan Ke b

There i® one more phase of the matter whioch I think is
§ri::§: f;&turo of the difference between two elements of the
bt hag u;oh. Youth, espceially, desires and requires actions
v P 01 een many churches, Friende emong others, wnere the
b tiqu rement seemed to be attendance at and participation
] eetings of one sort and snother, and some slight contribu=

on of a financial nature, the latter not insisted upon. Well,
good as all that is, it ie not enough for young people who really
want to be doing things. The response to appeals for help in
war relief service, service to the interned Japenese, service in
labor csmps and all that sort of thing seems to ume to Lndicate
;hat the church has lost much by not furnishing tangible projeets
;.nmwgli;ch young people can engage, using hands as well as heart

I alnse.

But surely I've talked on paper long enough. Anyhow, it
is now Sunday morning while I write this last paragraph, and 1
must do the things that are toc be done before we leave for the

morning meeting.
7ith love from both of us to both of you,

gincerely your friend,

Charles C. Haworth, : The misdeeds of one man or set
2271 Worth Beechwood Drive, of men is no adequate excuse for
Hollywood £8, California. the misdeeds of esnother man or set
: of men, but wrong very often does
I did not mention such things as gen=<
erooked politics, and such things,
The history of Oregon Yearly Veeting,
ig one of the things which drive
folks away. One could be specific. How can one expect loyalty
to the church from the children of Tmmett Gulley, in view of all
that he has gone through? How can one expect enthusiastic sup-
port from the daughter of Robert Dann, Sceva Laughlin, and a
lot of others that we could name. Oregon Yearly Meeting violated
its promise to Indiana Yearly Meeting, and decades afterward h
‘to ask Indiana's forgiveness. I have heard two leaders in the
evangelistic and church extension board give each other the lie,
both of them pastors and both aspirants for the politidQ‘in
yearly meeting superintendent. Opposition to the Five Years
Meeting was largely on the basis of falsehood and misrep nta=
tion, actual lies being told about people who were can
for the foreign mission field and others who were leé
the work of the Five Years Meeting. -
of B. Willis Beede to feel good about &
that was done to their father? You p

result in other wWronge
uine nypocericy, falsehood,
which I consider wieked.

28 of other yearly meetings,
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:‘Dlrintoadcnt carried about with him a statement, sworn to be-
ore a notary, that I had required a girl student of Pacific
College to gerve intoxicating liquor. And one might mentiom
Many things, and in high places, which would not have been &
Credit to Tsmmany Hall. Uncharitable, unchristian, dishonesst
acts on the part of those who claim about everything in the cat-
&logue of Caristian graces and experience are an alienating ine
i1luence, perhaps the strongest of all, But one does not need
60 dwell on such things to you. Nobody that I know is clearer
of any such offenses than you; I know of nobody who would be in

more definite opposition to them.
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