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shmond, Indiana.

Dear Friends:--

) It ien't the usual thing, I am sure, but I am sending
the enclosed article to the Philadelphia Friend, the Friends Intelligen~-
Cer and the London Friend. If any or all want to use it, that will
all right with me. If none of them use it, and if you do not think 1t
Sultable for The American Friend, that alsc will cause no hard feelings.
= I am writing this because I feel that it needs to be said by somebody.
4 Perhaps it would carry more weight if 1t were sald, in better form,
, editorially. In any case I recognize that I am not the editor, to aoc-

| cept or reject, modify or to say the thing better in the editorial
columns,
Sineerely your friend,
Levi T. Pennington.
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"ON THE BASIS OF SILENCE,"

By Levi T. Pennington,

"Meeting on the basis of silence"ls an expression that has so in-
¢renched itself in the Quaker veocabulary that it 1s not likely to pass
out of Friendly language at any time in the near future. But in several
ways it is so lacking in accuracy and adequacy that it seems 1t should
be subjected to some critifcal éxamination.

In a restaurant where the writer used to take his midnight lunch
while working on a morning daily paper was a sigh which read, "We can't
trust you for two reasons. First, we don't know you. BSecond, we o "
My chief objectione to the expression, "meeting on the basis of silence
are slong the seme line. First, it is ot a meeting on the basis of
sllence. Second, it is. |

hip is not on the basls of
dership and of spiritual
together in a “meeting.

I submit that the true meeting for wor
sllence, but on the basis of spiritual lea

liberty for all the children of God gathered
Who are we, that we should tell God whether there shall be silence or

speech? Who are we that we should tell Cod's servant to be silent
when God bids him epeak, or to speak when God bids him be silent? No
’ the meeting for worshlp; no

one will question the value of silence in

one will question that God also speaks through htman lips as well as

in the sildence. The true meeting for worship 18 nelther "on the basis

of silence”, nor is it, as that smug expression would seem to indicate
The true meeting

of any other kind of meeting, "on the basis of noise, " ,
for worship is on the basie of spiritual guldance and spiritual liberty.

On the other hand, there ﬁxﬁ",gn’t‘he basis of silence; meetlngs in
which there seems %o be a feeling that God eannot speak through human
1ips unless He has first been given twenty minutes to prepare, or at
least has given His messenger that long %o prepare or be prepared. . -

§.¥__

We may ss well face the facts. We as Friends refused in ohﬁ'ft
. »

generation to use a speclzl language, a plural pronoun for a sin
for inetance; and later we did insist on a speclal language, 4
owned those who failed to use "the plain language.” We revolted:
following the styles in drese; and then we made ourselves the 8
of style to such an extent that the man or woman guilty of '

from pisinness of dress” was dlsowned, while many a supposed
Igrael” wes as proud of her plaln silk bonnet as ¢ r
women were of *helr Paris gowns or thelr Gallsborough
against form and ritual in worship, some Of us
formlessness and a ritual of pur lack of ual. Silence has .b e
for some as much of a ritual af the elevatlon of &n 8t in Cat | 8m.

These are rnot easy nor pleasant
tice so blessed as "ihe sile of the se

ber of us have seen positive : ion manif
three who insisted on silence e some full hes

inlturml orayer or praise to God. Perhaps a ®
elp us. et SR TR L
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