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CHAPTER T
INTRODUCTION

Religion has played a very important part in the historical
growth of the State of Michigan. This picturesque state was first
settled by the Homan Catholic Missionaries and fur traders as early
as 1610, Father Jacques ¥Marquetie founded the first mission at Sault
Ste, Marie in 1668, It was at the turn of the Eighteenth Century that
Michigan became established with the founding of Detroit as the center
of fur trading and sz place for peace talks between traders and Indian
tribes. |

Two days after the explorer Antoine Cadillac distovered Betroit
in 1703, St. Anne's, the first chureh, was located, St, Anne's is
next to the oldest parish that has heen maintzined continuously in the
United States,

The Methodist Episespal Church was the first Protestant church
which came in 1818. The Dutch Calvinists came to Michigan in 1846.47
and settled in ¥ent, Ottawa, Xalamazoo, and Muskegon Counties, At
Battle Creek, the Seventh.day Adventists established their headquarters
in 1855, Other groups have migrated %o Michigan at various times, such
as the Presbyterians, Baptists, Lutherans, Amish, and Mennonites,

Free Methodism was carried into Michigan by T. S. LaDue in 1862,
Others who helped in this cause were: The Reverend E. P. Hart and his
wife, ¥r, John Fllison and his wife, Mr., H, L. Jones, and Joseph Jones,
The first convert that greatly helped in the establishing of the Free



¥ethodist Church in Michizan was ¥r. John Plues,

The spreading of Tree Methodism continued and on June 22, 1266
the Michigan Conference was organized in a brick schoolhouse near the
camp grounds in the county of Monrce. There was no stopping this wovee
ment for it spread throughout the entire state of Michigan and into other

states of the union.
I, STATEMENT OF PROBLIM

Froblem of the 3tudy. It was the problem of this study to in-

vestigate the historical development of the Zouthern Michigan Conference
of the Free lMethodist Church from its beginning to the present time in
order to discover the reasons for its existence and the faeclors that
determined its growth,

Justification of the Study. Wilson T, Hogue in his two volumes

of the Higtory of the Free Methodist Church gave a brief account of the

history and development of the Free Methodist Church in ¥Michigan until
1884, Yot including the Minutes and Yearbooks, which gives statisties
and factual information about the church, and the conference periodical
the Vision, some information has been gathered on the progress of the
conference, but no complete history has ever teen published of the
development ©f the 3outhern Michigan Cenference.

The Conference Superintendent of the 3Jouthern Michigan Conference
has urged that a history be written on the Southern Michigan Conference
of the Free Methodist Church (see Appendix A). 1966 was the centennial

year of the conference's exlistence which gives an added incentive for

Lad



this written history,
Limitations of the Study. This study investigated the history

of the 3outhern Michigan Conference, A history of the Horth Michigan
and East Michigan Conference will be stwdied only to the extent that

they are related to the development of the Souther: #ichigan Conference.
IX, DEFINITION OF TERM3S USED

Genersl Conference, The General Conference is the largest
administrative btedy of the Free Methoedist Church, This body is come
posed of &1l the ministerial and lay delegates elected by the anmusl

conferences, with authority over all areas of the life of the church,

Anmal Conference, The Anmual Conference is composed of the

ministers of that conference and delegates from the various #ree Methow

dist churches. The business of the conference is carried on when they

meet once a year,

Southern Miehigan Conference. The Southern Michigan Conference,

formerly known as the Michigan Conference, embraces the two southern
tiers of counties; the part of Eaton County south of a line running east
and west five miles north of Charlotte; and the parts of Oakland and
Macomb counties east of Novi Hoad and south of a line running east and

west one mile north of Twelve ¥ile Road.l

1nook of Discipline., Free Methodist Church (Winona Lake: Light
and Life Press, 106L), pp, 19798,



North Michizan Conference. The North Michigan Conference em-

braces those ¢ounties lying north of the Ssuthern Michigan Conference
and west of a line ranning north and south parallel with the eastern
boundary of Eaton County, except the towns of Grayling, Frederick,
Gaylord snd Vanderbilt in Crawford and Otsego Counties, It also ine

cludes the Upper Penminusala and Drummond's Island.

East Michipan Conference. The East Michigan Conference em-
braces that part of Michigan lying north of the Southern Michigan
Conference and east of a line running north and south parallel with
the eastern boundary of Haton County. It includes the towns of Grayling,
Frederick, Gaylord and Vanderbilt in Crawford and Otsego Cﬁunties.3

General Superintendent. The General Superintendent has the

responsibility of the administration of the affairs of the church, The

title was changed to Bishep in 1907.

District Elder. The District Elder was in charge of all the

churches in a district. In the Southern ¥ichigan Conference this name

was changed to Conference Superintendent in 1943,

District, The District is a given area inside the conference

that contains the churches found therein.

Cireuit. %The Cireuit contains more than one society or preaching

peints.

Tbsd., p. 198, 3Tbid., ps 199



Society. The Society is an organized loesl congregation,

Total Membership. The combined numbers of membership from Adult,

Adult Preparatory, and, Jurnior Members of a Local Church.
III. ORGAWIZATION OF THESIS

Chapter tw contained a brief historical survey of (1) the events
leading to the establish ent of the Fres Methodist Church, (2) the in-
troduction of Free Methodism into Michigan, and (3) the esta¥lishing of
Free Methodism in Horth and East HMichigan into conferences,

Chapter three contained a history of the Hichigan Conference
which later kecame the Southern Michigan Conferencey This history
has included its program of soclal concern, its Christian educational
program, its missionary program amd its building projects.

Chapter four contained a historical review of each of the
thirty-one churches in the Southern Michigan Conferencs.

The econcluding chapter included the summary, conclusions, and
recosmendations for further study.

The appendix contained additional docummentary infor ation.
IV, HAJOR SOURCES FOR THE THESIS

For the most part, the information contained in this study was
from primary sources.,
Minutes, The Minutes is a co pilation of transactions that have

takken place at the annual conference of each conference in the Free



Methodist Church., In 1956 the name of Minutes was changed to that of
Yearwooks.

Vision. The Yision is the name of the conference paper published
monthly except August by the Southern Michigan Conferencé.

Personal Correspondence, This pertained to the study either in

& personal manner or to any further information that might be needed
from the loecal church to complete this study.

Personal Interview. Wherever practicable personal intervieus

with ministers and layman were held.
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CHAPTER IX
THE BEGINNIRG OF FREE METHODISH

This chapter was concerned with giving a2 better understanding
of the history of the Free Methodist Church. This chapter reviewsd the
history of the Free Methodist Church and the development of sald church
in the State of Michigan.

I. THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE FREE METHRODIST CHURCH

A history of the Free Hethodist Chureh must include a2 brief sur-
vey of the Hethodist Churchs The ﬁaﬁhﬁdist movement, started by Jobn and
Charles Wesley in 1739, was characterized by the love of (od that was
shed abroad in thelr hearts by the Holy Spirit. This vas what John had
to say sbout his conversion experience:

In the evening of May 2%, 1738, I went very unwilling to a society
in Aldersgate 3treet where one was readiriz Luther's preface to the
Epistle to the Romans, About a quarter before nine, while he was
describing the change which God works in the heart through faith in
Christ, I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ zlone for Salvation;
and as assurante was given me that He had taken away my sins, even
mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death.l

Shortly thereafter, John, and Charles who had been converted three
days before, started preaching asbout this heart warming experience. They
preached in whatever pulpits were opened to them, When pulpit after

pulpit was closed to thelr preaching, they turned elsewhere tv preach

Mesiie Ray Marston, From Age to Age 5 Living Witness (Winona

s

Lake: Light and Life Press, 1060), pe Hie
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their new-found experience.

It was this new message of Christian experience which the Wesley's
now proclaimed with such effectiveness that star ed the movement known
later as the Wesleyan Movement, Thlsz movenment was rapidly spresd by
two institutions ~ the class neeting and lay preaching, 211 members of
the soclely wers vlaced in classes of sbout twelve each, and over each
dlass a leader was sppointed. Lay preaching started in London about the
same time as the ¢lass mesting started in Bristol. It consgisted of une
ordained men preaching wherever there was opportunity to preach. These
laymen were presching for conversions and they were gebtiing them, These
two institutions, the ¢lsss meeting and lay preaching, accosnted for the
rapid growth and spread of Methodism throughont Great Britain and later
ﬁ%axiea,g

John Wesley preached that the basis of the Christisn faith was
the #ible as the Vord of God, repentance from gin and the assurance of
salvation for every believer, and, Christian perfection, which later
becaune the great doctrinal foeal point of Methodism, Jéhn, uwriting to
Charles said, "T find that our preachers believe in Christian perfection,
but they never preach it, ¥hat shall we do? Should we make an lssue of
1t or should we forget it?"° It is evident that the emphasis upon

Christian perfection was mot forgotiten, because it contimued as ome of

2i«filliam%%arren Sweet, Methodism gg America History (New York:
The Methodist Book Concern, 1933), ppe Hzmil,

BMaystan, op. €it., PP. 133-13h,
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the basic characteristics of Methodism and later of Free Methodism,
John Wesley emphasized the importance of the doctrine of Christian perw
fection to the new church in America and the leaders of the church
heartily accepted it.

Through the efforts of John Wesley, Charles Wesley, Ceorge
Whitefield, Francis Asbury, Thomas Coke, Robert Stravbridge, Phillip
fmbury, Captain Thomas ‘Webl:, Barbara Heck, Nathan Bangs and others, the
Methodist Episcopal Church was started in America about 1770, Their
efforts were rewarded, Many people became Methodists., In order to
strengthen Methodism in Adnerieca, they conducted camp.meetings and
built eolleges of which the Wesleyan University, ¥iddletown, Connecticut
is still the oldest surviving Methodist educationazl institution today.h

The main thrust of the American Methedist movement was its
emphasis on the doctrine and preaching of Christian perfection, However,
gradually the emphasis upon this message decreased and its significance
was not maintained,

There were several reasons why there was a decline in the spiritual
emphasis of this message. The first wass a change in attitude toward
entire sanctification. The second was the Zinzendorfian view of holiness.,
The third was the drift toward worldliness. These pasitions will now be

explained,

Three church historians have recently made an investigation of

@vargiliuﬁ Ferm, Pictorial History of Protestantism (New York:
Philosophical Library, Inc., 1957), Ps 22%




the doetrine of Christian perfection in the Hethodist Chureh fvom the
latter part of the eighteenth century to the middle of the mineteenth

century, They are: (1), Merrill E. Gaddis, “Christisn Perfectionism in

imerdes” (1929); John L. Peters, {hristian Perfection and imerica

Methodism (1956); and, Timothy L. Smith, Revivsliom and Social Heform

(1957}, The work of Merrill ¥, Jaddies investigsted and traced various
spiritual wmovements. The work of John L. Peters was limited closely to
the course of the doctrine of perlfection in American Methodism., The
work of Timothy L, Smith included the broader field of evangelism,
perfactionion, snd soeial refows in all denpminagtions, ut restricted
his account larzely to the period of iﬁ%ﬁnzﬁéﬁ.ﬁ

Both Peters and Smith agresd that duriny the early period of the
Yethodist movement the doctrine of entire sanctilication was not the
dominant thesme of preaching, The message of frontier preaching was
rorrally directed to sinners so that they would be sble to {lee the
ureth to come, rather than urglng believers toward @@?f@ﬁtﬁ@ﬁsé

Peters sbated that the decline of the Hethodist ewmphasis on heart
holiness was due to the fact that in 1812 the seetion on heart holiness
was removed from the Methodiet Diseipline. The plan wes to publish in
doctrinal trazctz the doetrine of perfection, bul for some unaccountable
reason this publication wes delayed until 1832, This delay helped to

fupther the decline of the dootrine during the interval of twenty ysayﬁa?

Hargton, op. elts, we 135 Ibid,
"mhid,
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L d

3addis stated that during the period of the eighteen forties ard
fifties, there was a genéeral dec¢line in the thinking of the Methodists
as to the importance of the doctrine of Christian perfection, This has
been supported by William Warren Suset, an authority on American church
history and Methodist history in particular, ¥e says, "In the two
decades previous to the Civil War . . . . Wesley's doctrine of Christian
Perfection was largely neglected and had become litile more than a creedal
matter among Methodist bod:’mes."8

(taddis attribwted the decline to several factors. These were:
(1) The autocratic pressure of Episcopal Methodism which had the tendency
%o crowd out of the church the more strongly perfectionistic, (2) the
passing of the frontier itinerancy, (3) the decline of the camp meeting,
{4) the decline of the class meeting, and, {5) the acceptance of slavery.9

According to Peters, Christian perfection was an ackn9w1edged.
but neglected sgtandard of Methodismm in the period of the eighteen twenties
and thirties., In the late eighteen forties, there came a quickening of
holiness teaching and promotion. W#ith this quickening, there alse came
active disagreement with the traditional Wesleyan teaching on Christian
perfection. This was expressed by Merritt Caldwell's Philosephy of

Christian Perfection (1848) in which he sets forth the view that sanctifi-

cation was a rectifying of tangled and conflicting tendencles of human

nature in conssquence of earlier sin, rather than a cleansing or eradication

)

8 Harston, op. ¢it., p. 136

Sweetl, Ops mno Pe 3@{30
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of an innate principle,
The new emphasis upon Christian perlection wes a renewal of the
Zinsendorfian view of holiness which stated:
We are sanebified wholly the moment we are Justified, ond nelther
move oy less holy to the day of our death; enbtire sanetification
and justification, being in onme and the ssme instant, 1l
Thiz stotement of the identifwving of vregeneratlon and sancitification

was put forth by u. C. Hosmer in the Jethodist Quarterly Beview and

summarized by Peltevs as follows:
All that iz necessary to szlvation is glven in regeperation. If
sanctification is necessary to sslvation, as its proponents claim,
then sanctification is given in regeneration, I sanebification
is given in regeneration, then there ig no essentisl difference
betwsen the tws, Therefore manchification and regeneration are
for all real purposes identical,l?

Along with thils spirvitual decline, there came 2 general laxness
toward social lssues that had been the mark of American Methodism,
Slavery was no longer an issue, even though John Wesley had denounced
it. The faet that the c¢h rch compromised with the slavery iss e had
the tendency to weaken its @iﬁnassﬁlg

The American Methodist's wltness was dulled in the semse that
their worship services lacked a spirituasl warmih and thelr personsl
lives revealed a spiril of self.satisfaction, When a United States census

revealed that the Methodist church was tke largest numerically in the

Opi4,, po 177, Hyarston, loc, cit.

12yarston, loc. cit.

Yovara Sanders, History of the Oregon Conference of the Free
ﬁe@gadisﬁ Chureh (Portland, Oregon: western Evangelical Seminary, 1965),
De 7
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country and owned the greatest amount of church property, the praises
of the Hethodist echurch were sung rather than the praises of QOd&l@

Amother problem that hort the Methodist church and caused it to
lose its distinctive message was the problem of secret societies. The
Gensral Conference of 1852 ruled that the church Diseipline did not have
a right to forbid a preacher from belonging to a secret society unless
it was knownm that the soeclety was in conflict with the church., Hegue,
in his first volume says:

flot only in the Genesee Conference had Methodist ministers in
considerable numbers identified themselwes with Odd.fellowship and
Masonry, but similar conditions prevailed quite generally through-
out the country . « . especially wes this true of the respected
(tenesee Conference; and there ean be little doubt that the division
in that body which finally spread through vwarious parts of Hethodism
resulted in the formation of the Free Methodist Church had its real
origin in these very cireumstances,:

There were those who saw very clearly that "the evile of the day"
were oreeping into the church, Ropid spirituel decline was much in
evidence. They wors longing to see the church return to its former
status of spiritusl power and purity, These people were Methodists who
from g desp and ablding comviction firmly believed that Methedisn wus
raised up for the proclamastion of the Cospel of Seriptural heliness,

The seed of conflict regarding the doctrine of holiness had been

sown long before the middle of the nineteenth century, btut in the year

Ysohn C. Mcteary, The Free Methodist Church (Chicage: 14 H. May
Street, 1908), pp. 15-16,

154180n T. Hogue, History of the Free Methodist Church of North

DA

America (Winona Lake: The iree Methodist Publishing House, 1941), L, P» 25
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1247, this conflict came to a head with the exprecsed views of Denjamin

Titus Roberts, o

e was a person who believed thei Seriptursl holiness
should be preached snd practiced., UWhen he was a gtudent at Wesleyan
University he experienced z deepening of his spiriteal 1life, A Methodist
revival had swept the campus with John Wesley Redfield as the evangelist.
The profound effect of this revival stayed with Roberts through the ine
tervening yesrs.

Upon graduation, ¥r. Hoberts was faced with the decision of either
going into Christian edwcation or into the pastorate., After much prayer
and facolty council, he decided to go into the pastorate. In Ape 1o Age

A Living Witness, Marston described this declsion as follows:

Full of hope and in happy igrorance of what awslted him within a
decade, B, T. Doberts decided to cast his lot with the Genesee
Conference; and a month after his graduation from Wesleyan ¥niversity
in 1848, vhen he was twenty-six years of age, he was admitted to the
Genesee Conference on trial.
During this time, the controversy among the ministers and, to
some extent, among the laity concerning moral, religious, snd, theo-
logical issues was greatly magnified., These issues became so important
that it finally resulted in a division of the ¥ethodist church., ©One of
the groups involved in this controversy was known as the "Regency" which
consisted of liberals; the other group was knowun as the "Kazarites® which

consisted of the conservatiVes.l8 B, T. Roberts was a member of the

16§onald ¥, Bastian, The Mature Church Member (Winona Lake: The
Free Kethodist Publishing House, 19673, Pa 17s

17

larston, op. eit., p. 175
18Carl L. Howland, The Story of Qur Church (Winona Lake: The Free
¥ethodist Publishing House, 195l ps 25
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the conservatives, He wrote and published an article entitled *Hew

School Methodism," in the Northern Independent published in Auburn,

New York, In this article he defined the views of the liberal party as
expressed in thelr public utterances and showed wherein the conservatives
disagreed with them (see Appendix B). % This article aroused mach
interest and indignation in both the ministers and the laity.

On the basis of this article, at the next amnual conference, a
charge of unchristian ond immorsl conduct was placed against B. T. Roberts.
The conference, now under the control of the * Regency,” voted the charges
sustained and sentenced him to be reproved bty the chair, Mowuwever, he
was appointed to a charge for the following year. _

The charge of unchristia and immoral conduct against Er,ynsberts
was renewed at the followlng annual conference. This was renewsd because
the article "Hew School Methodisw” had been repu lished by a George ¥,
Bstes, who was a prominent member of the Methodist Church. Mr, Roberts
denied the charge, detlaring that he had never ordered the republication
nor pais for it. ¥r, Estes testified that he had arranged for the re.
publication and had paid for it and he accepted the full responsi ility
of this charge., WNevertheless, Benjamin Titus Roberts was expelled from
the Genesee o ference, In 1910 the Genesee Conference of the Methodist
Church restored the parchme ts of the expelled mimisters and acknowledged

the wrong done to those deseribed as "among the best men” in the conference.zg

lgﬁcGeary, SEQ ﬁgts Pe 23‘

Eﬂﬁary Alice Tenney, Adventures in Christian Love (Winona Lake:
ILight and Life Press, 1964), p. 25




The expulsion of Robterts aroused much indignation, especlally
among the Methodist laymen of the Genesee Confe ence, S« K, Jo. Ches-
brough, £fifty years a member of the Methodist Church, czlled for a
convention of laymen to be held at Albion, Hew York on December 1, 1858,
This convention of laymen condemned the expulsion of Roberts and sup-
ported the article "New School Methodiss' because of its candor and
trathfulnessggl

During this time, many ministers, laymen and local oongregations
either were expelled from the Methodist Church or left on their own
account. In the Chicago-St. Louis area of the Methodist Church, one of
those expelled was the Reverend John Wesley Redfield's congregation at
3t, Louis, ¥issouri., uhen the door closed so that Red{ield could no
longer preach in the Methodist Chureh, he and his congregation withdrew
from the Methodist Church and later became part of the Free Methodist
Church, These psople were at a loss because their appeals to the Methow
dist Church were rejected., Along with others being dismissed from the
Methodist Churceh, they were not permitted to join any other Methodist
group. For some time these people labored in small bands usually informal
in manner. Realizing that they could not ge on forever by meeting in
small bands, interest was greatly enhanced in the possibility of forming
a new denomination, Therefore, a call went out t& any minister of lay-

men interested in considering the possibilities of orzanizing a new

Py

&
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church, In the late summer of 1560, a convention mebt a Pekin, Hew York.
The call that went out read as felilows:

A convention wlll be held at Pekin for the purpose of adopting a
diseipline for the Free Methodist church, to eommenoe at the close
of the camp meeting, August 23, ALl societies and bands that £i ¢
it necessayy, in order to promote the prosperity snd permanency of
the work of holiness, %o organize a Frse church on the following
basis, are invited to send delegates . . « Doctrines and usages of
- primitive Methodism, such as the witness of the spirit, entire
sanctification as a state of grace distinct from Justification,
‘attainable instanta ecusly by fzith; free seats and congregaticnal
singing, without instrume tal Music in all cases; plainness of dress
e « » an equal representation of ministers and mewbers in sll the
eouncils of the ¢hwreh . . ., no slave~holding and no connecticn
with geeret cath-bound societies . » « Fach society or band will be
entitled to send onse aalegata at least, and an additional one for
every forty m&mﬁerssz :

At this conmvention on August 23, 1860 the delegates voted that a
new chorch should be organized and they named it the Free Methedist
Church,

The first soclety of the Tree Methodist Church was formed at Pekin,
Hew York on August 26, 1860, Hany bande were coming into the Free Methow
dist Church by voting to sdopt the Discipline put forth by the convention
at Pelddn. These societles needed spiriteal gpidance and pastoral over-
gight and the logieal sequence was the organization of conferences to
provide for this demand, >

The first session of the Hastern Convention, now known as the
Genesee Conference, was held at Rushford, New York in 1860, The Western
¢ nvention, now known as the I1llimois Conference, was organized at b,

Charles, Illinois in June, 1861, The third convention, now known as the

Susquehanna Canference, was organized on April 10, 1862 at Uni n, New York.

g%’lm&w; O%s mcg P 5?# gBIbiéu Ve 62-



The fourth convention, now known as the Southern Michigan Conference,

was organized on June 22, 1866 near Ida, %iehig&m.zﬁ

II. FREE METHCDISH DEVZLOPED IN MICHIGAN

From the Illinois Conference Free Methodism came into Michigan.
In 1862, General Superintendent B. T. Roberts decided that ¥r. Thomas
S« Lalue should go and organize a Free Methodist society in the Southe
western part of Michigan because there were those who desired a Free
Methodist Church, At least, it appeared that there were some who wished
to become Free Mebhodists, However, when he arrived:
s o » he soon found that those who had been calling for the organiza-
tion of a ¥ree Methodist work in thelr midst were chiefly a few
disaffeoted members of another religious denomination, and nowise
£it to be received into the Free Methodist conmmection, 25
Henece, there seemed to be nothing left to do but to begin the
preaching of Seriptural holiness and try to build a Free Methodist
society on a sound ?:easi.s,.:ié
How long the LaDues preached in Michigan is uncertain. However,
they probably worked there only a few months before they left., Yet they
could not get away from the burden of preaching the Gospel of Christ to
the people in thls State, W, T, Hogne says in his second volume of

Free Methodist History the following:

Hrvid, pp. 62, 65, 68, 75,
2Hogue, ops Gites IT. pe 19
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He and Mrs, LaDue appear te have been deeply burdened for the work in
Michigan while there. Mrs, LabDue says, "V¥e often felt to pray that
God would glve us, as a people, the State of ¥ichigan in its entire
length and ¥readth, At that time bwt here and there one received
the trath gladly; but since then, undsr the faithful sni arduous
labors of other servants of the Lord, that prayer has been re-
markably fulfilled," 27
There were two further developments that helped prepare the way
for the Pree Methodist Church to come into Michig n. The first of these
was that a few years prior to the introduction of Free Methodism into
Michigan, some members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, lamenting over
the lack of spirituality, decided to organize a new denomination, They
¢ lled it the Methodist Episeopal Conformist Church. The word ® conformist®
be ng expressive of their determination to conform to the doctrines of
primitive Hethodism., For a few years in the Southeastern part of Michi.
g n they met with success with about three or four hundred people. Howe
ever, within a short period of time, they encountered much opposition
from the Methodist Ch rch and the world, By 1863 their membership had
greatly diminished and Henry Jones was the only remaining preachera38
The seosnd was that Mrs. ¥nell, a member of the Conformlist Church,
was visited by her sister from Buffalo, Hew York. The sister brought

with her a copy of the Earnest Christian, a periodical published by 2.

T. Robverts. This copy wes handed to Henry Jones who read it carefully,
Shortly thereafter, he urote to Mr. FRoberts for a copy of the Free

Methodist. After having studied the Church Diseipline, he wrote agein

“Thogue, loe. cit,

Brrsd., pp. 2021,



to Mr., Roberts reguesting that a Free Methodlst preacher coms to that
areas, The Reverend E. P. Hart had been corresponding with Henry L. Jones
and arrveangements were made for Hari to hold a series of meetings at Ida,
Michigan, This permisgion was granted E. P. Hart at the 1862 Annual
Illinois Conference by General Superintendent Roberts,

HMr. and Mrs, Hart arrived by irain, at Ida, Michigan, Jamaary 24,
1863, They were disappointed that mo one was thers to mest them. After

inguiring, they were directed to the residence of My, Jones., The walk

te this place was more than a mile in lengbh., Onece when walking through
the snow, Mr. Bart sat down and sald, "¥Het, this looks rather dublous,
doesn't 1LY  TDmmediately, his wife, picking up the gear started walking
down the track, singing, "While thare's a track I'1l never go back, but

go on at the risk of my 211." uith renewed courage, they resumed theilr
trek, They wore warmly received at the elder Jones' home and learned

that Henry Jones was holding revival services at East ¥ilan. The Harts'
went to where the services were beling held and became deeply and spiritual-
ly involved, At the conclusion of the protracted meeting the people

were interested in forming a Free Methodist Soclety, They asked the Harts!
to stay so that they conld immediately organize a Free Methodist Society.
It was shortly after this sppeal that the Plues' school-house in the
community of Ida was opened for some specizl services, It was heve that
deep conviction came upon the people and many sought for forgiveness,
bmong those who sought forgiveness were the wife, twin daughters, and,

one or two younger children of Mr. John Plues., Mr, Plues was 2 man of

strong personality. Mr, Jones had previously said to Hr. Hart, "If this



man should get saved, it wuld stir this vhole commundity.” TUpon Mrs,
Plwes' conversion, she went and begged fergiveness of her husband and
inguirsd 17 shs might resd the Bible and have prayer bhefore rotiring for
the night. Mr, Plues was rebellious and would not aecept her forglveness,
In strong words he said, "I'11 never forglve you, and there shall be no
reading from the Pible and praying in my house,” Preathing a silent
prayer, she vebired Loy the night., Uz, Plues could not sieep. He roiled
and turnsd in agony and finally called to his wife saying, "Do you think
those preschers wuld come and pray for me?"  She sald, "why yes, John,
and I will pray for you, oo, After holding on in earnest prayer, he
was Zloriously converted. John began to ery ocut, 'O wy neighborsi my
neighbors! we must go and pray for wy neighbors.” Immediately he rose
and went to one of his neighbors with whom he had so long been ab
variance and said, "0 Tlwothy, how we have livedi h&w we have lived!”
and shortly theresfter these two men were onoce sgain r@emaeii@é.gg

This pardiculay event was of tremendous sigpificance in the
establishment of the Free Hethodist Chureh in Hichipgan. NMr, Plues be-
came & lesding Free Methodist layman and was 2 prominent person in the
formation of the Wichigan Conference,

¥y, Plues contimued his earpnest missionary activities, and within
a short time many families were converted, A nuwber of those who were
converted advencsed the cauge of Free Methodism in Michigen. IEllsworth

Leonardson was one such man whe was converted during that time. He

el )
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lsbored several years in Michigan, Ohlo, Kansas before becoming a dis.
trict elder in the Southern Californis Conference, Others converted in.
cluded an elder brother of E, lLeonardson and his brother.in.law who
went to the Congregationalists,->

Through God's providence, Mr, Hart resipgned his pastorate in
Marengo, Illineis and, with his wife, was zble to devote full time %o
this home missionary venture. The first soclety of the Free Methodist
Church in Michigsn was organized at the Plues' school-house with about
fifty mewhers (see Appendix C for picture). The Harts' continued to
travel across the State preaching in schoolhouses, and wherever they
could f£ind other places to hold preaching services.

Begldes the spiritusl benefits that resulted from this mission,

it was alse a means of advertising Free Methodism in the 3tate of Michigan,

A eall came to the Haris' to go to Hillsdele, Michigan to organize a
spelety., They went but deemed it unwise to form a soclety at that time
because of the lack of response. This trip proved important, however,
because they et John Ellison who was to become a pro inent leader in
the for ation of the KMichigan Co::i‘erentz\ear,.,:32
T weeks after th s sxperience Mr., Hart invited Mr, Ellison and

gsome other friends, with whom he had become acquainted, to a grove meet-

Ppavera P, Hart, Reminiscences of EFarly Free Methodism (Chleago:
Free Methodist Publishing House, 191457, pe 103,

33‘%%‘3.3?&&1'@3 Plews, Master brkmen (Winona Lake: Light and Life
Press, 1960}, p. 6b.
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ing at ¥, Ida, Michigan, near the Raisin River. On returning home, Mr.
Ellison preached full salvation in his owmn cherch and a number received
the baptism of the Holy Spirit, ¥Mr. Ellison was put out of his church
by the higher officials because they did not like this type of preaching.
Mr, Ellison, with some of his converts, then held their meetings in the
Blunt schoolhouse in Branch Countys They desired a church home so they
called for ¥r, Hart to eome and organize a;saciety;BB

These are the main events that led to the formatlion of the ¥ighi-
gan District of the Illinmeis Conference. At the Illimeis Conference in
1864, Joseph Jones went as a delegate from the Michigan field, ¥r, Hart
was elected distriet chalrmen and was gent to the Michigan Distriet. The
appointments for the Michigan District were: ¥Fichigan District, E. P,
Hart, chairman and evangelist; Raisinville, Y. D. Bishep and Henry J@nes*BQ
During this year, My, Hart went far and near opening up new areas for Free
Methodism and holding revivals, which resulted in more organized cireuits.
At the next annual conference held at Marenge, Illinois L. T« Frink and
John Ellison were the lay delegates from Michigan District, Ny, Hart
reported that there were around two hundred people in full connection or
on probation in the District. Since there were plans of opening a new
wrk in Indiana the appoinitments read: Michigan and Indliana Distriet,

%« P, Hart, chalrman; Huron, H. L, Jones; Ralsinville, Lenuel Frink;

Morenci, to be supplied; Van Buren, to be supplied; Ramson, W. D. Bishop;

SBHarts QQ* MQ! Pl 136"'13?'
3%3.&%: OD» %*& Pe 65,
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Coldwater, John ﬁlli&sm*gﬁ

The Michigen Conference, Ome of the resolutions made at the Sixth
Anmuzl I1lineis Conference was: "That this conference recommend to the
General Superintendent and Ezecutive Committee to organize a Conference
in Michigan as early as Juns, 1%55,“36

Following this eonference, Mr, Hart kept busy preasching and wit-
nessing to many individuals across Michigen, Indisna, and, Ohic. The
first parsonage that the District ouwned was bought by the Raisinville
cireult durdng this conference year., The parsonage was located at
Raisinville. ¥ulfilling the previous resolution of organizing a Conference
in Michigan and in connection with a camp-meeting, the Michigan Conference
was organized, June 22, 1866, This organization took place in a little
red brick schoolhouse at a country cross-roads town in Monroe County at
Raisinville {see Appendixz D). Oeneral Superintendent Roberts was the
presiding officer, From this meeting it was resolved that the secretary
be instructed to resquest that the Illinois Conference would transfer the
preachers now laboring within the bounds of the Michigan work o the
Michigan ﬁﬁnﬁerence.B? This was done a2t the September 20.22, 1866

I1linois Ganfgv&ﬂﬁgésﬁ £t this firgt session of the Michigan Conference

3%art, gp. gite. pp. 152153

Béﬁinutes of the Illinois Anmual Conference (Marengo, Illincis:
Conferance %iﬁﬁ%es, i@ﬁ@ﬁ, Ps I,

37Of£icia1 Reecrds. Free Methedist Church, Michigan Conference,
ps 10., the official church records beginning 1866,

Pysnutes of the Tllinois Ammusl Conference (Aurora, Illinods:
Conference MANULGS, L006), De 2hs
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(see Appendix E) the ministers were stationed at the following circuits:
Raisinville, Lambertville, Huron, Forrest, Ramson, Coldwater, Van Buren,
Berry, and, the States of Ohio and Indiana.

Even though the c¢onference year was short, during this time the
first Frez Methodist Church in Michigan was built at Sherwood, Branch
County, under the 1labors of the Reverend John Ellison,

With a spirit of aggressiveness that many exemplified, the message
of Scriptural holiness was spread across the State and many new cireuits
were opened to the gospel.

The North Michigan Conference. About 1868, Mr. A. W, Perry and

Mr, Layman Parker, with thelr families, came from western New York and
settled at Coopersville, Michigan, They were staunch Free Methodists

and greatly desired that the Free Methodist Church should be established
in that part of the 3tate. They called an ordained deacon W, R, Cusick
from the (Genesee Conference in Few York to come to their place with the
purpose of starting a new Free Methodist society, W¥W. R. Cusick had ex-
pected to secure the services of General Superintendent Roberts for the
special services. Failing in this, and upoen the advice of these two
brethren, he called E, P, Hart to be the speaker. The services were
greatly blessed and were very influential in establishing and enlarging
the work of %the conference in that seetion of the State.39 It was through
the work of Gusick, Perry, and, Parker that a church was built at Coopers-

ville. From this place the work spread throughout Northern and Eastern

- ,
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Michigzan,

The growth of Pree Methodism in Michigen was phenomenal (see
Appendix 7). The records showed that up to the time of the division the
conference membership consisted of thirty-five ordained ministers, twenty
probationers, and, a total Chureh membership of 2,?9ﬁ.g3 It was cone
sidered necessary by the conference leaders that the Hichigan Conference
e divided so that another conference could be organized with the State.
The organization of this confsrence took place at St. Johns, Michigan,
September 27, 1876, This conference was known as the North Michigan Cone
ference and included the work of what is known as "the base 1ine' running
from East to West across the State and glso included the Dominion of
Canada (see Appendix D). The ¥Wichigan Conference retained its original
name,

The Hast Michipan Conference. The following eight years in the

North Hichigan Conference showed large growth and it seemed advisable to
form another conference within its confines, The organization was effected

September 18, 1884 at Gaines, %ichigan.ul This conference embraced the
territory from o line running due north from ¥ the hase line' to Lake

Huron and from the southern point of the boundary line between Inghem

and Eaton Counties, This conference was called the Fast Michigan Conference,
while the Michigan and ¥orth Michigan Conferences retained their original

Nnames,

“togue, op. cit., IT. p. 9
b
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The Ohio Conference., The work in the State of Ohio had been inw

creasing and spreading so that at the 1876 session of the Michigan Con-
ference 535 people had become Fres Methodists, There were a nuuber of
churches that had been erected and dedicated, which signified that the
wrk of the Free Methodist Church was fairly established. Much of this
wrk was remcte from the central part of the conference and of the dige
tance involved, it seemad advisable that the work in the State of shlo
be formed 285 a separate confarence., At the Fourteenth Annual Session of
the HMichigan Conference held at Holland, Chio, the resolution was made
®that the General Conference be requested to organlze a new conference

L2

out of the terrilory embraced in the State of Ohio.” General. Conference

sction was glven and on Oectober 2, 1879, the Ohio Confsvence of the Tree
Wethodist Church organized at West Windsor, Ohio,?

The Indlana Conlerencs, At the very first session of the Michipgan

Confersnce in 1068, men had been appointed to take some cireuits in the
northern part of Indlana. The sork of ithe Free Methodist Church con-
timued to spresd throughout the State and in 1886 the conference rew
guested thalt the General Clonference organize out uf the territory another
confersnce in ﬁ%@ northern pard of Indlana. Hecessary action was taken
and on October 27, 1387 the North Indiana Conlerence of the Free Methodist
Il

Church was orgenized st ¥nox, Indiesna,

Y2ty tes of the Michigan Conference (Holland, Ohio: Conference
Minutes, 1578), pa 6.
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This conference had a hard time surviving and to an extent it
was a fsilure, In 1913 the General Conference was petitioned to dissolve
the North Indiana Conference, The Executive Committee from the General
Conference granted this petition for dissplution of the conference with
the desire that at some other time this conference could be reorganized.’
They decided to amnex the divided portions to the Illinois, Webash, and,
Michigan Conferences,

However, in the formation of these conferences the conference in
the south part of the State retained its name of the Michigan Conference
of the Fraee Methodist Church, The name remained the same until 1950,

ulten by action ¢f the conference the name was changed to that of the

Southern Michigan Conference of the Free Methodist Chuwrch,

aﬁﬁﬁgﬁag OB Séﬁta II, Pa 13»8»
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CHAPTER III
HISTORY OF THE SOUTMERN MICHIGAN CONFERENCE

In a period of one hundred years, there are many historical events
in the life of a church denomination or conference that are worthy of
mention. This chapter reviewed those factual events which gave a broad
overview of the progress of the conference,

This chapter was divided into the following areas: (1) The period
of organization (1866-1837); the year 1887 was the last year the con-
ference was divided; (2) the period of growth and stability (1888.19%0);
during this period the records showed a fluctuating increase in membership
which revealed an overall increase; and, {(3) the period of accelerated
growth and outreach (1951-1966); in this period the conference membership

showed the greatest increase since its conception.
I. THE PERIO® OF ORGANIZATION, 1866-1887

Organization and Work of Conference. The Michigan Conference of

the #ree Methodist Church was born on June 22, 1866 at the brick school-
house in Raisinville, Monroe County, Michigan., In connection with this
birth, a conference session was held with (General Superintendent Roberts
presiding, The meetings were opened by reading the Scriptures and with
prayer by General Superintendent Roberts, E. P. Hart was chosen as
secretary., This method of opening the conference session was a fommat
which other conferences followed. For a complete list of all the sessions,

presiding officers, and secretaries (see Appendix #}.
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The ministerisl brethren who had s seat in this first conferencs
were: Henry L. Jopeg, John Elliszon, Gdwerd P, Hart, G, 5. Giltchell,
Wllian Bishop, and, L. 7. Prink, The lay delegates of this session
were: Joseph Jones, Jobn Pluez, Jacch bsk, Volloway Sewver, Jacsh
Ledsingring, Thonmas Riley, ond, P, Dirkett,

B, Ts Roberts, B, P, Harl, ond, Jobn Plues constituted the firet
stetioning comittes. VWAllize Bley, Jomes Mley, Samuel Riley, ¥William
Baker, £, L. Ath, and, Foasell Wilcox were preachers admitted o the
conferencs on tyial, John Fllison, and Sepuel Frink remsined on trial,
Henry L, Jones, Jemes Riley, B, 3. 0itehell, ¥illlem D, Pishop, and,
Edwerd P. Hart were admitted inte the conference in full comnection. This
aetion was the esmpletion of 2 previous actien of the Tllinciz Conference.

The Michizan Conflerence wae Just one Dstrict of the Illincis
Conference of which . P. Hart mas the chalimsan, 4t thls session of the
first Wichigen Conlerence, the ministers were stationed on the Michigan
Hetrict a2t the following places: Ralsinville, Lambertville, Huron,
Porrest, Domson, Coldwvater, Ven Puren, Tarry, and, the 3tetes of Okie
and Tndians, The ministers thet served these places were called upon
to serve entire counties and some entire ﬁ%aﬁ@%;l

h of the follevwing information was limited tecause there uas
a lack of detailed historiesl dnfommation. However, the major decigions
thet were made and considered most important were included.

The second session of smnugl conferente convened at Sherwod,

iwia&tgg of the Michiecan Conferenge (Raisinville, Michigan:
‘ %&ﬁ;%ﬁ%‘; W* :;3* #
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Michigan on September 25, 1866, This conference was opened by singing,
the reading of fod's Word, and, with prayer by Joseph Travis. At this
session Es P. Hart and Jolm Plues were elected delegates to the (eneral
Conference of CctoWer 10, 1866, Again the preachers were appointed %o
various churches within the Michigan Eistrict.2
At this conference, the State of Work Committee suggested that
among the people there was a spirit of praise to Almighty God for the
establiskment and the rapid advancement of the work in the conference,
They telieved that the reason for this success was largely attribwted
to the falthfulness with which they adhered to their kasic doctrinal
position of Scriptural holiness and proclaiming this message as God's
truth, They reaffirmed their reason for existing by re-stating that they
were thrust out o hold up the Bible standard of religion expressed in
the motto, "Holiness to the Lord." In their oun smrds they said:
The faithful sustaining of this great doctrine, and the witnessing
to the blood of Christ ¢leansing frem a2ll unrighteousness, distinguish
us mainly from other churches. To maintain our position we must
faithfully disecountenance, and bear testimony against sin in all its
form,
This session, as other sessions, expressed the general tone of the
conference, It was optimistic in nature, They looked forward to the
next year of labor with much antieipation,

At the third session of conference in 1867 each pastor was re-

%zeicial Reeords, Free Methodist Church, ¥ichigan Conference,
ppe 1415, the official ohureh records beginning June 22, 1866,

Hinutes, 1866, pe 473
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quested to submit a report of his pastoral visits made throughout the
year, On molion the District Chelrman was authoriged to devote his full
time to the District which he served, Agzain each minister was appointed
to a circuit which embraced one District; the District Chaiyman was B, P.
ﬁart.;F

At the 1868 ammudl session, the preschers were stationed to the
various clirenits which embraced three Districts, The three Districts
were: The Colduater District with E. P, Hart as chailrman; the Saginaw
District with Russell Wileox as chalrman; and, the Indiana Distriet with
Cs 34 Gitchell as chalrman, 4lso, at this session, William Bishop had
gone to California for health ¥sagons and it was moved and carvied that
he be permitted to sct as a missionary while %h@regg

The fifth session of the Michigan Annual Confevence in 1869 was
held in comnection with the Ridgeway camp meeting near Mooreville, ichi-
gan, The conference commenced at 2:00 P.M,, September 10, 1869 with
General Superintendent Poberts in the chair, The resolution was nmade
that those ministers who were deficient in their studies te required to
bring then up to date in the cowming yaar;é

The sixth session of conference held on September 29, 1870 was
chaired by E. Pe Hart until General Superintendent Foberts could arrive,
At this session the following delegates were elected by ballot to re-

&ﬁinatﬁs, 1867, pPs 3227 f%inutes, 1868, ppe. 32-39,

6Minutes, 1869, p. 27.
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present the conference at the coming General Conference: Hinisterial
delegates, E. P, Hart, John Ellison, and, C. 3. Gitchell; lay delegates,
Jogeph Jones, John Plues, and, J. Leisenring. E. P. Hart remained the
District chairman of the Toledo District while John Ellison was elected
chairman of the Grand Rapids District.’

The seventh session in 1871 was presided over by %, T, Hoberts.
At this session, it was voted to be in favor of having tuo General
Superintendents and at the next General Conference B, T, Roberts and
Z, P, Hart were elected to £ill the office, Previous action taken at
General Conference was ratified by the conference in regards ¢ the
question of tobaceo, The change that was voted upon and passed would
make it unlawful for any one using tobacco to join the Free Methodist
Chureh. This year preachers were sent to four Districts which were the
Toledo District, Coldwater District, Grand Rapids District, and,
CGinelnnatid Bistrict.8

At the eighth session in 1872, the chairman of the Committee on
Education reported that Spring Arbor was selected as the site for the
establistment of a 50&@@1.?

The twelfth session on September 20, 1876 was presided over by
General Superintendent Roberts, With the formation of the Horth Michigan
Ganference, the number of bistricts decreased, Burton R. Jones was the

chairman of the Spring Artor and Three Rivers Districts, J, We Bell was

?}imﬁt’a&; 13?@; Phe BO*B?i %inutes; 1871, Pive 32“%&
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the chairman of the Toledo and {leveland Districts, 4« V. Leonardson
was the chairman of the Horth Indiana District, and, J. A. Wilson was the
chairman of the 3outhern Indiana Distriet.lor
At the thirteenth session on October 3, 1877 for the first time,
General Supsrintendemt E. P, Hart presided. It was reported that the
work in the State of Ohio was rapidly increasing.ll
At the fourteenth session in 1878 the conference reguested that
the General Conference organize a new conference out of the State of

Ohio, Also they rec¢ommended that each preacher collect ten cents per

member to help pay off the indebtedness on the church at Jackson,

Mt chigan,1?

when the sixteenth session in 1880 was held, thirteen preachers
and fourteen delegates presented their credentials. The conference
made apology to Be. T. Roberts because there was no one to meet him at

the station and that he had te welk the six miles to the place where

the e¢onference was teing held.fl:3
The seventeenth session held in 1881 was presided over by (eneral
Superintendent E, P, Hart, The following resolutions were presented:

That & as members of the Mlehigan Annual Conference assembled, do

ask the next General Canference to change the rule on tobacco by
striking out the words, "for the gratification of a depraved appetite,”
and, that we as a conference believe it ®lll be best as a church to
use the old collection of Methodist hymns and ask the next General
Conference to make it the hymn-book of our denomination.l¥

Vysnutes, 1876, pp 64-72, I 'Minutes, 1877, pp. 82-92,
124 nutes, 1878, pr. 79-88. lBﬁinateSs 1880, pp. 37-4d,
lkginutes, 183L, pp. 35-40.
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At the eighteenth session in 1832 a further recommendation was
given with vegards to the hymnal., They re-emphasized that the General
Conference should take measures to publish a Free Methodist hymn-book.
L« T. Frink, A, B, Mathewson, snd, Bdward Mathews were clected winisterial
delegates and M, L., Hart, Di W, Abrams, and, Clark Jones were elected
lay delegates to the General Conference of 1892,15

The nineteenth session in 1883 was held at 3pring Arbor, Michigan
with General Superintendent E. P. Hart presiding. These people felt a
need for their own camp~grounds, They resolved that a ¢committee be ap«
pointed by the President to wait upon a Mr. Wileox, who had offered to
bear half the expense, and with him select and purchase a suitable site
for a camp-gr@unﬁs.lé

At the twenty-first session in 13885, it was voted to have tw
traveling chairmen or District chaimen in the persons of E. Mathews and
A %radfield.17

This period was not only a time of spiritusl growth but a time of
physical growth. BReginning in 1866 with six preachers and a few laymen,
the Michigan Conference grew to a total membership of 941 with 31 ministers.
See Appendix F for a list of membership for this period. Even though
the growth was not rapid it gave evidence of real stability.

¥issions. The missions program of the conference has always been

uppermost in the minds of the leaders. Various aspects, which showed

6

Yiinutes, 1885, p. 143,
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that these men were missionary uinded, were taken from a few excerpis
from the different conference sessions, Hach of this information was
duplicated from year to year, and revealed their interest in both home
and foreign missions,

‘ Missions were first mentioned at the third session held on August
23, 1867, It was reported ihat the extent of their labors consisted in
a center from which stretching out in every direction thers was a mis.
sionary f£ield, They felt that as far as possikle the calls from east
and west and north and south that were coming to them should be met. To
meet these needs the following resolutions were made:

*That we break no more ground than can be cared for, that we take
special interest in those churches that are raised up, and, that
we urge all our churches to take a collection for missionary pur-
poses and press upon our maﬁgevs to contribute largsly for this
heaven-brought enterprise.”
At the seventh session a request was made to hold a missionary
service on October 1, 1871, at four o'elock, P.M.19
The missionary program of the conference was centered mainly upon
the conference itself until 1882 when foreign missions was first men-
tioned. It was recommended that a certain amount be apportioned to each
circult and that a missionary offering be taken during or on a special
day., This was indicative of the missionary emphasis that was given at

the eonference during this period,

Missionary giving during this period increased from $63.65 in

1%G£fiei§g Records, p. 22, beginning 1866,

190¢£¢101a1 Records, p. 69, beginning 1866,
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1871 to $112.99 in 1887, This missionary giving included toth home and
foreign missions.

Christian Education. The Christian Education program of the cone

ference was considered of utmost importance. irst reference was made
to it at the second session in 1866 when the first mention of 3unday
Schools wuas given, The Christian ¥ducation program of the conference
was broadened with the mention of education in 1871 when the men felt a
need for a school that was religious,
The Sunday School committee reported at the second session of
eonference as follows:
Whereas, the Sabbath school under divine direction teing an element
of great moral power toward moulding the minds of the young, and
thereby preparing the way for the more successful preaching of the
Word of God, and triumphs of the Redeemer's ¥ingdom on earth, there.
fore, resnlved that we earnestly request our people to make a more
zealous and persevering effort for the establishing and maintaining
of Sabkath schools, Secondly, that we discontinue that chapter of
literature of a fictitious character that is being introduced into
Sabbath schools at the present day and recommend that no books bte
used that are not true in the facts related as well as in moral
thought, 20
In subseguent conference years the emphasis upon the 3unday School
increased, It was thought to be one of the most effective agencies of
the work of the local church, At the sixth session a resolution was
passed that the minister preach at least one semmon about the importance

of the work of the Sunday school during the coming year. It was their

estimation that Sunday school conventions and freguent gatherings of

2003£ieial Reecords, p. 13, beginning 1866,
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earnest Sunday school labsrers was productive of much ga@ﬁ‘21

At the seventh session held in 1871 the Sunday school committee
suggested that femalies be employed wherever practicable as superintendents,
believing that they manifest a greater interest in children and are more
strongly attached to them than men.gg

The next few years of conference this cowmittee continued to urge
all connected with the Sunday sechool to put forth a more earnest zeal so
that more could be converted, They said that the Sunday school should
be geared to the children, They believed it was easier for children to
be converted than older people. They also recommended that each society
should conduct Sunday schonl sessions at such an hour when all of its
members might attend., It was suggested that both old and young be present
in the Sunday school hour and that some should take part as teachers and
the others as scholars.23

Sunday school scholars in 1867 numbered 230 while in 1337 they
numbered 1027 {see Appendix P).

At the ¥riday session of the seventh annual conference in 1871 a
meeting was planned for Monday morning to consider the subject of ed-

ucation. A committee of L. Ts Frink, E., P, Hart, Charles Mattice, J. T.

tates, and, D, W. Frinklane were appointed to work in the area of

2l$fficiai Records, p. 48, beginning 1866,

220023 cial Records, pp. 66.67, beginning 1366,

zzﬁfficigg Records, p. 148, beginning 1866,




education.

The Michigan Annual Conference of the Free Methodist Church, with
authority of said conference and that the citizens of Spring Arbor, ¥ichi-
gan, with authority of said citizens conferred at a public meeting held
in the Methodist fZpiscopal Church at Spring Arber on Monday, the 2nd of
October, 1871 discussed the possibilities of establishing a school. The
following remarks summarizes the conclusions that came from this meeting.
#irst, there was agreement that a school or seminary should be established
and maintained of a rank or grade not below an Academy of this State as
occasion shall demand. Again, the school should ke under the full control
and management of the conference, and the eonference shall have authority
to adopt such rules and regulations for the govermment of the school as
they shall judge t¢ be necessary for its perfect order of discipline,

The conference further agreed to raise and appropriate two thousand
dollars for the purchase of furniture, books, apparatus, and, additional
land for the sthool, In case the school shauld ke discontinued, the
conference was given full right to remove or dispose of any of its
property,

They were in further agreement that the citizens of Spring Arbor
purchase the property for this school which was formerly omned by the
Free Will Baptists, 1If the people of Spring Arbor would not accept the
articles of sgreement as mentioned above, that this committee, with G. &.
Gitchell and J. ¥, Vickery added to the committee, be then authorized to

take measures to establish a school at some other peint.gﬁ

2Kopeicisl Records, pp. 71-74, beginning 1366,
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At the eighth session of anmual conference in 1872, the conference
pledged its earnest, hearty and active cooperation to the committee on
education to take measures of establishing a schosl within the bounds of
the State of Michigan. By the tenth session, the school at Spring Arbor
was wurchased from the Free Will Baptists, and those buildings that were
there were repaired and made usable,

The conference ¢ontinued %o take an active stand in helping the
school 4n whatever manner they could be of assistance. This emphasis
continued from year to year. The conference continued to support the
school with moral and finanelal assistance.

Christisn Litersture. Christian literature was first mentioned

in 1867 when it referred to denominational publications. At the third
session in 1867 of annual conference a committee was established on

publications, At this time the Earnest Christiasn was the denomination's

only publication. It was a magazine of uncompromising deportment and
one that scattered holiness truths, which aroused the desires of these
who read it to a life of full commitiment to Christ,

Therefore, the conference resolved to ¢ontinue its reception and
use every effort to advance its cireulation so that its precepts could
be followed., | |

These people f£21lt a need to have a weekly paper, They resolved
that as a conference they wuld agree to have a weekly paper if the fol-
lowing would be agreed upen: First, that it be strictiy denominational,
and second; that all necessary busginess be either under the jJurisdiction

of a committee appeinted by the General Conference and carried on under
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their intended design or left in the hands of the executive committee.25
The conference did not have to make this publieation because the JGeneral

Church published a paper which was later called, The Free Methodist, This

hecame the official religious publication of the Fres Methodist Clureh,
This publication has contimued to be the official publication of the church
and is now miblished svery two weeks.
4t the seventh session, this committee sald in its report:
We are fully persuaded that our publication The Free Methodist, and
Barnest Christian supply a real want in the religious literature of

the age, and should be in 21l our families and circulated as widely
as possibvle outside our denomination, &

At the second session of conference, the tradts committee made the
following report:

Because the present age needs % be led into the channel of truth and
for the most part the printed materizl that iz on the market today is
unfit to read, we need to use tracts that will both conwvict of sin
and will lead sinners to CGode In thig light, it is recommended that
each preacher take up a collection on his circuit the coming yeer to
procurs ﬁu?ﬁ tracts as w111 tend to countersct the sins of the pre-

sent dayagi

Secret Societies, At the seventh session of c¢onference in 1871,

the committee on secret socleties took a strong stand against all secret
societies, They went on record by saying the following:

We condemn all secret, oath-bound scecieties, both in prineiple and

and practice because these societies are antagonistic not only to

our holy religion, but to our republican institutions. By their

sham religlous rites and cersmonies they btelie and heap contempt

upon our holy religion as they tend to discredit what real Christianity

2hesicial Records, pps 24-25, beginning 1866,

géﬁfficial Records, pp. 65-66, beginning 1866,

27ogricial Records, pp. 13-14, begimning 1866,
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should reveal . , . As Christians, e hold %o those doctrines of
Bod's Holy uord to whigﬁ these secret orders are opposed to in both
principle and nature,”®

Some of these on this committee used to belonz t¢ certain secret

societies and they revealed some of the Order's practices when they said,

" These secret societies lead their haltered and tlinded candidates into

their dark precincts, require them to kneel at their sacrilegious gltars

and

ing

enter into a covenant of death and make a league with hell.’gzg

Therefore this cosmittee resolved that:

as a conference of Christian ministers and laymen, we pledge our-
selves to mske use of all legitimate means in our power to oppose
these treasonable and irreligious orders, Also, that we recognize
and support the Christisn Cynosure of Chicago, as the peoples ex~
ponent of the prineiples of ¢ivil and religious freedom %o hich we
stand committed,0

At the tenth session of c¢onference, this committee made the followe
report:

Free Masonry is the parent of all miner secret combinations, « « «
Masonry is antirepublican and treasonable . . . its secrets are utterly
worthless, and its ceremc¢nies trifling, repulsive, and, blasphemous

« » « the claims of Masonry being paramount, as often as they are,

a lodgeman cannot be a loyal citizen, an impartial juror or truthful
witness « « o Masonry claims to be ancient: yet as Grand lLodge
Masonry or spetulative Pree-masenry, it had no existence earlier

than 1717, It claims to be chgritable and benevolent, but it is ex-
clusive and selfish in nature,

In the following sessions, the committee of the conference on

secret societies continued to voice their objections; The general thought

z%inutes, 1871-’ Ps hzv 29?&1‘2&'&63‘ lg?lt Phs @2*43:
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concerning the lodges was that the lodge is opposed to the wirk of the
church. This svemed to be the main emphasis against the lodges and was
brought to light 2t every conference session during this period. The
twontieth session declared the thought that 211 secret societies were
an assault on God's claim as set Zorth in the Bitle, 7

Temperance. At the fourth seszion in 1868, the temperance committee
gave the following report:

We balieve intemperance to be an evil which is annually sweeping off
thousands of both sexes and all ages into a drunkard's grave and we
beliave it to be the duty of every friend of his ¢country and the race,
and egpeclally of every gospel minister, to exert all the moral power
he can possibly command against the prevailing evii,>?

The menbers ol the conference resolved that they as ministers and
members of the Free ¥ethodist Church, must denounce the growing of grain
for distilling purposes and the cultivation of hops for beer making, It
also denounced the growing, selling, and, using of tobacco., Furthermore,
it beliwved that each of them should eocoperate with every eiffort that is
put forth to stay the infectious influence of intemperance and that it
should congider to remedy the situation with a stringent prohibitory law
to which they would give thelr hearty suppart.Bh

During this time the 1iqnor’industry was powerful., The various

reports which came from the conference from year to year revealed this

BEEina%&s, 1384, p. 142,
3Xpre1cial Records, p. 22, beginming 1366,

B%inutes, 1385, p. 146,
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fact, Their resclutions were usually in some form of either not using
or adhering to it or to demounce it in all of life. They suggested |
that all the ministers preach against it whenever possible and to promote
prohibit.ion.35

Memoirs, It is impossible to recognize everyone who has had a
part in the forming and the continuation of the conference. WWithout a
doutt there were those who served faithfully in the conference, btut bew
cause of lost records, and maybe no records at all, there is no way at
this time to evaluate their work,

Robert D, Howe. On Hovember 29, 1870, ¥r., Howe passed to his

eternal reward., He was born in Westmoreland, Pepnsylvania and at the
age of twenty-nine was converted. He married Mary Marman on September 10,
1829 and four years later they moved to Washtenaw County, in Michigan
where he and his wife labored quite extensively. He was in the Wesleyan
Methodist Church for a while, but later he joined with the Free HMethodist
Church tecause hz felt that they held the nearest approach to 01d Metho
dism,

His preaching was uncompromising. He was a warm supporter of
reform movements, His religious experience wes c¢lear and thorough and
36

he loved to preach upon the theme of entire sanctification.

Henry L. Jones{ Henry L. Jones departed from this life April 1,

1874 at the age of 42 at his residence in Ida, Michigan. He died in the
Lord and with full vieclory in his heart., It was said, "truely a good man

Bﬁﬁiﬁu%es, 1871, pp. bi.45, Béﬁinﬁtes, 1874, pe 49,
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haz fellen, the cross has gotten the victory, snd, he has lald down the
armor and has taken the erown,”

58 @ loesl elder, he jJoined the Free Hethodist Church on July 24,
186h under the efforts of E. P, Hart., He entered into traveling cone
nection and, three years before he passed sway, he had taken 2 super-
snnuated relations with the ¥Michigan Conference, Hven though he was
not styled as an sloquent speaher, he possessed those gualities of love
which endeared Mu fo &a&y*ﬁ?

Mgrion D. Daldwin, Yarlon D, Raldwln wen®t to be with the Lord on
March 27, 1937 at his sisbers home in Decztur, Hichigen. Ye was elghleen
when he became converted and at 23 he fell eslled to the minlstry., In
1390, he joined the ¥lehigsn Confersnce to which he belonged until his
death,

While serving on the Vayne Cirouit inm 1825, his health failed and
with hopes of sessining 1t, he went Lo the Dalotas. Telng prevelled upon
to take a pircuit, he took eharge of the wrk at Glivel and did an aseceptable
Job. EHiz hezlih 414 not get better so he velurned to Soring Avbor and
then shortly therealter he went to hisz sisters home. After he had passed
gwey, it was wriitten of him:

fis wes o good man, He truly gave his body 2 living ssorilice to Cod.
His eonvictions of wigﬁt and wrong weye e&a&r, and nothing could move
him é?@ﬁ the course he considered to be right, He dared to stand

alome, He lose in biw s frue ﬁf@%@@rg g faithfvl latoresr, snd, a
devoted minisbter of Jesus Chelst,

E? Mimutes, 1987, o ‘wé &ﬁimmm 1887, ppe 1?5;»-»-1?&



II. THE PERIOD OF GROWTH  (1688.1549)

State of dork. During the sixty.third aenmual session of the

¥ichigan Conference in 1927, the State of Work commitiee sugpested that
the confevence was in a g@néra& need for a resl revivel.

This esmmitiec emphasized the gll.important fact that ineressed
gpirituality wust go alony with any real @?@@@@é&ﬁ?; The conference
should pray for s greater oulpouring of the Holy Spirit. They also
szid that this revival must begin with the minister. It was urged of
each pastor to try and optdo, A7 posgible, thelir most spiritusl wmember
in genuine plety, The idesl standard of vevival will only be brought
forth by praver, falth, and, perseverance snd the exerelse of these
will ecarry to & real revival.

Externglly the people mainteined a whwlesomes standard of separation
from the world. Tles worn by the ministers were pleain ones, The mesbers
were united in the exclusion of instrumentsl muslic from public worship
and in every way to bold to the principles of genuine Free Methodism,

Oyganioslly the conference had twenty-five clrovils with mony
fine fivst-dlass preschers, However, gome of these cigouits were in
coor condition., With eo meny fine preachers it wes difficult for the
stationing committes to decide who would go to whieh plage, The Conlevence
recomnendoed that the District Hlders be suthorized to relee money on the
stronger eircuits ¢o help extend revival campaigng at those polnts where

; i3
gsuch campaipne were most likely o be ﬁrai%fa&.gf

Finntes, 1927, p. 6k,
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Conference gt Work. The twenty~fourth annual session in 1888, was

held in the Methodist Episcopal Church in Hartford, Michigan, October 3-6,
1888 with E, P. Hart presiding, This Conference resolved that it was

not consistent with its position as a church on the matter of dress that
preachers and members wear the beard trimmed in the form of mustaches,
goatees, and, sideburns,

Preachers were assigned to the Spring Arbor and Detroit District
with Burton R. Jones as District Chairman and the Coldwater and ¥alamazoo
District with A, Bradfield as District Ghairman,ﬁg

George W. Coleman served as President in 1892 of the twenty-eighth
session of conference held in the Seminary chapel at Spring Arbor, Michi.
gan, It was ordered that zach minister preach uwpon the subject of Christian
Education near Thanksgiving Bay and at that time take up an offering for
the Spring Arbor Seminary. Because the Iree Methodist Discipline was

explicit in regard to instrumental music in all public services, it was
the opinion of the conference that the introduction of organs and choirs
into the churches for funerals or other occasions was an infraction of
our Diseipline and was not to be permitted.

Being opposed to all secret societies and their unchristian con-
duct, it would be inconsistent to allow a secret society to hold a funeral
in any of the churches, The Spring Arbor and Detroit Districts were to
be chaired by P. E. Vincent and the Coldwater and ¥alamazoo Districts

were chaired by 3. As Mcﬁee.ul

“0ys wtes, 1888, pp. 88-93. ‘hinutes, 1892, pp. 17-25.
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7‘ The thirtieth annual session was held at ¥ilan, Michigan, August

26 through September 1, 1894, Because of the good transportation and
postal service by the government, it was the mind of the ¢onference that
the Publishing House should remain in the city of Chicago, Illinoi.s.f’T’2

The thirty.first session in 1895 was held at Adrian, Michigan
with George Coleman presiding, In this conference, the name of the one
in charge of a district was changed from that of District Chairman to
District Elder.’”

TQ@ thirty.sixth session was held near Hontgomery, Michigan on
fugust 2% to September 3, 1900, in connection with 2 camp meeting. dJ.
Craig was appointed %t¢ cooperate with J, A. Watson of the North Michigan
Conference in obtaining from the Michigan Legisiature the passing of a
law which would incorporste the Free ¥ethodist Church in %ichigan‘h@

In 1901 at the thirty.seventh session James Cralg reported that
the Legislature had passed an act incorporating the Free Wethodist Church
in the State of Michigan,™

At the thirty-eighth session in 1902, most ©f the ministers united
with the Minister's Mutual Aid Society c¢onsisting of the Wisconsin, Illinmeis,
Towa and Michigan Conferencss.,

Sessions of the forty~first annual conference uwere held at Battle

Creek, Michigan in 1905 with General Superintendent E. P, Hart presiding.

&gﬁinntes, 1894, pp. 83-89. ajMinutess 1895, pp. 40-U45,
M&iimtas, 1900, pp. 123-129. 4552imtes, 1301, pp. 53~59.



52
The followlng resolution was unanimously passed:

Whereas, it has heen intimated that our bkeloved senior General
Superintendent, Eduard P. Hart, may not preside at our ¢snference
again, therefore, resolved, that we, The Michigan Conference, mow
in session at Battle Creek, Michigan, and the visitors in attendance,
do hereby express our appreciation of the unifor: kindness, ability
and impartislity displayed by our president during the many sessions
in which he has taken par : 2nd we assure him and his helpmeet that
they will always have a large place in our hearts as they have had
in the past; and our prayer is, that our heavenly Pather will e¢on~
tinue to comfort and deal kindly w&%b them during their remaining
years, which we hope will be many.

At the forty~sixth session of conference in 1910, the delegates
for the fGeneral Conference were instructed by the conference to cast
their vote for the reelection of Burton R, Jones as Bishop of the Ch%:xrrsl'x.j"8
The H¥ichligan Conference met at Hillsdale, Mishigan for the forty-
seventh session in 1911, On motion it was owvdered that sach congregation
take up an offering t¢ help pay those preachers' sar fare who come a
distance, who did not recelve suffielent amount of money on thelr cireults
to afford such expsnse in ﬁrav@ling.kg
In 1914 the £iftileth session was held at Jackson, ¥Hichigan with
Bishop Wilson T. Hogue presiding, Of the first preachers that were there
in the forming of the Michigan Conference, only Bdward F, Hart was alive
at that time, It was ordered that this conference request the General
Conference to change the boundary of the Ohlo Conference to include Fort

Wayne, Golumbis City, and, Robert's Chapel olrouits, which are now a part

of the Michigan Conference, in view of the geographical location, Mini-

N .
&?m§ 1€}O§, ppi ﬁ“'6u’i &u@?ii‘mtﬁﬁ; 3«92«91 ’pa Rlé.
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gterial delegates to the next General Conference were D. S. Warner and
We He Wilson, Lay delegates were Otis Hoadley and C. L. ngaodﬁﬁg

At the fifty-fifth session in 1919, the conference resolved that
it would endorse the "Mission of Redeeming Love Assoclation' as repre-
sented by M, Simpson Allen, and it approved the opening of a *#ission
of Redeeming Love* in Detroit in the near future and pledged t¢ suppert
1,5 _

The £ifty-~ninth session in 1923 was presided over by #ishop Walter
A, Bellew. H, Montgomsry was elected as a member of the executive
committee. He was placed on the cormittee so that he would be in a
position to regquest that the territory embracing Ferndale, a submrb of
Detroit, be in¢luded within the boundary of the Michigan Conference.

This regquest was granted so that the boundary reached north to Twelve
¥ile Road, This intluded the Ferndale area.

The conference took action that an Easter offering be raised on
each circuit for the ¥rodstock Children's Home, The secretary was also
instructed to write the management of the Homes and reguest that no fur-
ther canvass be made of the conference for the coming year.52

At the sixtieth session in 1924, David 8. Warner was nominated
to succeed himself as a trastee of Spring Arbor Seminary and Junior
College, His term had expired, -

At the sixty-second session in 1926, the conference ordered the

Phinetes, 1912, pp. 173-183, Minutes, 1919, pp. 85-9k.
Egﬁinu%es, 1923, pps 104113, 53ﬁinutes, 1924, pp. 47-55,



following resolution be sent to the 1927 General Conference:

In view of the quadrennial disturbance concsrning our Disciplinary
regulations on instrumental music in church worship and that there
is an ever-increasing disturbance which is produced bty a minority
that seems determined to agitate, and because our senior bishop

Wse As Sellew has warned us that the introduction of instruments into
public worship in any part of our work by official sanction would
cause an immediate division of our denomination inte two separate
org nizations, and whereas our denomination 1 unity is @n indispensable
requisite to success, therefore, We, the members of the Mischigan
Anmual Conference, hereby petition the coming General Co ference to
submit the matter of the use of instruments in worship to the annual
conferences with 2 view of placing this regulation azmong our re.
strictive rules,”

At the sixty-sixth session, 1930 E, A. Andrews and Frank L. Baker

vere elected as ministerial delegates and E, H. Clark and Sidney Cook

were elected lay delegates for the 1931 General Qonference.55

At the seventy~-sixth sessi n of annual conference in 1%40, the
following resclution was passed:

Whereas the problem of entertaining the Michigan Conference is be-
coming inereasingly diffiewlt . + « be it resolved that the preachers,
their wives and children under fourteen years, delegates and their
wives or husbands, and, any having official relation with the con-
ference, be housed in the dommitory rooms to be furnished by the
school, That all young people fourteen years and over who will re~
gister for YPMS activities be provided special entertainment in
dormitory barrvacks at nominal rates, That we approve 2 plan whereby
visitors may rent rooms in the village under the direction of an

en ertaiymen committee which shall have power to fix rates and be
authorized to take care of &%g unforeseen problems connected with
entert ining the conference.-

The eighty-third session of amnusl conderence in 1947 was held on

the conference campgrounds zt Jackson, Michigsn, This was the first

5&%ih§tﬁ§, 1926, pp. 83-92, 55@ingt&s, 1930, pp. 136144,
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session there.

In 1388 church membership was 1216 and in 1949 it was 1752 which
was an increase of zbout & per year (see Appendix F).

Christian Bdueation., The Sunday school continued to ke an important
influence in the training and shaping of peoplets lives, The committee
on Sunday schools urged from year to year that the ministers preach upon
the importance of the Sunday school and urge their people to support it
to their fullest extent.

In 1890, this committee issued the following thoughts comnected

with the Sunday school program:

The Sunday school as it is, yields valuable fruit, end we are con=
fident that with careful eultivation it might be made to yield much
more fruit, if the right agencies could bte employed; and that some
of these agencies are: A careful presentation of the needs of the
school %o the society by the pastor or superintendent, preaching
expressively to the scholars . , . selecting the right teachers for
the various ¢lasses, conducting prayer-meetings in the interest of
the Sunday school, holding teachers' msetings whenever practiecable,
conducted by the preacher, if possible, ¥We believe it to be the duty
of the preacher to set before his people their responsibility to God,
to church and to children . . . We recommend the practice of selfw.
denial especially with regards to Sunday dinmers and Sunday wmorning
naps. We regard love as the best motive power and urge those of our
people who do not possess sufficient love to impel them to work in
the Sunday school gg examine themselves with regard to their love to
fiod and his cause.

Subsequent years gave evidence of the fact that the emphasis placed
upon the place of the Sunday school in the life of the church was not
wasted effort. As the local pastors promoted the Sunday school, en-

couraging results were forthcoming.

The beginning of this period (1838.19%) showed Sunday school

STysmates, 1947, pp. 120-170. - Minutes, 1890, pp. 108-109.
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scholars numbering 1076 and at the close of this period they numkered
50564

The emphasis upon religious education was centered at the Seminary
in Spring Arbors The conference continued to give financial assistance
to the school and it eontinued to urge the people within the conference
to give as much as they could possibly afford. The conference recommended
that the people should send their children to Spring Arbor, However, if
they wanted a higher education than they could receive at Spring Arbor,
they were admonished to go to the Free Methodist College at Greenville,
Illinois, The conference leaders felt that by geing to these Christian
schools the students would be able te secure a good Christian education
and at the same time they would become grounded in spiritual things.

Spring Arbor Seminary later extended its course of study to ine
clude the level of a Junior College, The reader is referred to Dr. Mead
Killion's thesis for a detailed history of the school at Spring Arbor.
Dr, Killion's thesis is located in the Spring Arbor College library.

Missions. Hissions continued to be a major emphasis of the con-
ferénce. The amphasis upon missions included a renswed interest in
foreign missions along with a conti ed interest in home missions, Howw
ever, the anmual reports of the committee for this perind were of such a
nature that only the finanecial information was put into the conference

Total wissionary giving from all agencles in the church for both
home and foreign missions totaled $154,94 in 1888, while the total glving

for missions in 1950 was $17,485,66,
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Camppround, Information concerning the Michigan Campgrounds wuas
scarce, which limited the details on this section.

For a pericd of time the conference did not have a conference
campground, The Kglamagzoo District hed its oun campgrounds at Vieksburg,
Michigan. The Detroit Distriet had its grounds near the Willow Run
Bomber Plant, Hoth of %h@é@ gites were sold and the conference purchased
forty.four acres near Jackson, Michigen which later bvecame the conference
campgrounds, Beth districts made the "Hew compgrounds® a special project,
It was the result of both distriets giving their support te the project
that the grounds were developed, E. A. Cutler gave leadership concerning
the purchase of the present campgrounds,

In 1845 the first Board of Directors of the Camp Meeting Assoclation
uwere ¢lected, Those elected were: "E, A, Culler, R, B, Cox, L. D, Gordon,
L. H, ¥nox, Hellie Culter, 1946; ¥, L, Stephenson, J. B, Cunninghsm, 1945;
L. . Fuble, A, F, Smith, 1949: A, ¥ Crandall, B, R. ¥Willioms, 19%?.“5?

vithin the year, the first construction was begun on the grounds,
Much of the ordginal work aboul the grounds was done by the ministers of
the conference, At the writing of this thesis, the grounds are nearly
half developed. However, there is no indehtedness on them,

In a letter to Conference Superintendent %W, Dale Cryderman, R. B,
Cox said:

The spirit of the Southern Michigan Conference mas born dwring the
years when many ministers worked beyond thelr actual strength with
no thought of remuneration, so that future generations might have

Prtnutes, 1945, pe 147,
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a place for collective worship within the bounds of our conferance,-
vhereas both original campgrounds performed the function for the
people of the conference yet from a certain point of view they tended to
divide the conference, Vhen these two original campgrounds were soléd 2
new one at Jaskson was purchased, It had the affect »f uniting the cone
ference, This drew 211 people young and old %¢ = central place where
eonference in comnsetion with camp meebing and camps could be held,

Points of Interest. In 1911 charities were mentioned in comnection

with the work in YWoodetock, T1llinois. ' Recause the spirii of the Christian
ig that of self.denial and henevolence, it would be right to give as much
as possible to the orphanage and old people's home abt Woodstock, Each
church now takes an Haster offering for the wrk at HWoodstook each year.

Reforms during this perlod conserned itself with the questions of
liguor, tohacen, secret socletiss, evil speaking, dress, Christian glving,
reading materials, and, Sunday deseecration. In gensral the conference
spoke out against these things which they believed were contrary to the
Bible, They aloo pledged their support to any Just movement that would
cause the final destruction of any evil,

The quwestion of instrumental music in the worship services received
a lot of discussion during this time. In 1926, the conference recommended
that the (General Conference submit this matter to the annual conferences

with the view that each conference decide the question for itse&fﬁél in

63?&?&&&&1 corrsspondence of Raymond B, Cox, Temperance, Michigan,
to W. Dele Cryderman, Spring Arbor, Michigan, August 31, 1946,

61%&&&%@%, 1926, p. 86,
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the twenty years to follow, the cause for instrumental music in Chwrch
services continued to be discmssed throughout the church until 1943 when
the General Conference voted 88 to 84 to approve instrumental music on a
two-thirds vote of the loeal church, if the local church in the ¢onference
had approved music by a majority vete., In 1947, the General Conference
removed the requirement that an annual ¢onference must first approve in-
strumental music before a church within its eonfines could vote to have
an instrument. How that the General Church had 1lifted the ban on in-
strumental music, they issued the following principle for the guidance
of music selected:

The purpose of music in divine service is to inspire and to sustain
worship. Therefore participation in musical exercises, vocal and
instrumental, shall seek to contribute to reverent and exalted wr.
ship and not to the display of talent, however execellent, The
primary purpose of musical instruments in divine service to support
and guide the human voice, whether in congregational or special sing-
ing. Only man of all earthly creatures can worship, and those
respongible for plamning the church's program of music and those :
directing the same will therefore subordinate the instrument to tg%
human volce as a means to the worship of God in the congregation.

In 1943, the conference woted that each pastor be granted a suit-
able amount for car expense and that they be granted tws weeks vacation
with pay provided for by the local aharcb;éB

In 1950, the conference superintendent was granted a two weeks

paid vacation.éa

62_Leslie Ray Marston, From Age to Age a gg @itness (¥inona
Lake, Indiana: Light and Life Press, 19
63foicial Records, p. 32, beginn ng 1866,

6bbffieial Records, p. 316, beginning 1866,
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The conference has had the distinetion of having a three generation
fomily of ministers within its bounds, WWilliam Orydermen pastored some
years before he passed away., WNis son ¥, Dale Cryderman was 2 pastor be-
fore his election as conference superintendent in 1956, His son Bill
presently is pastoring the Pree Vethedist Church in Jackson, Michigen.

Memoirs. Charles Parker Tiffany. He wes born in Oswege, New York

on April 3, 1854 and passed away at Spring Arbor, Michigan, February 13,
1890, FHe was graduated from Chile Seminary in 1877 and from Rochester
University in 1831, He united with the Free Methodist Church and con-
tinued to he a faithful laborer as a Christian, minister, and, teacher,
At the time of his death, he was associate principal of Spring Arker
Seminary. It was said of him that he was faithful as a man of CGod and
a competent gchool teaaher.65

Sauyer. He was born in Harvard, Massachusetts on April

19, 1827 and passed sway at his home near ¥ilan, Michigan on May 20, 1910,
After he joines the Michigan Conference, he spent eighteen years of faithw
ful service in the conference, Shortly befere his Jeath while spealking
about his life to his wife, he said, "God haz been letting me look over
ny record, and with all the opposition and persecution that I have en-
dured, I ¢an say, it has paid. A glorious dauning awaits me, I shall
soon be there.*

Augustus Bradfield. He wes born in the State of New York, July,

1838 and passed awey at his home in Decatur, Michigen on March 2, 1917,

65&3&&%@&, 1890, p. 110, 66%inutas, 1910, pe 217,
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Tor twenty~seven years he labored with much efficiency in the Michigan
Conference, as toth a pastor and District Elder.67

J. Baker, He was born in Schroon, MNew York in 1845 and passed away
at Spring Arbor on September 25, 1916, His thirty-three years of service
in the conference saw many éaveﬁ and sanctified and broughf into the
church, He was also instrumental in the erection of many new church
buildings. His true spiritual cendition was révealed in his last words,
% Amen, Precious Jesuﬁ.”ég

B, H. Alberts. He was born January 25, 1870 and passed away on
July 19, 1927, At the age of twenty-three he unifed with the ¥orth
Michigan Conference, He served in the Columbia River and Washington Conw

ferences tefore coming to the Michigan Conference.69

Hirsm Montgomwery. He was born at Tyrone, Ontario on April 17, 1863

and passed away at Detroit, Michigan on May 31, 1929, His ministry lasted
over forty years and during that time he never missed a district meeting
or roll call at the time of annual conference, His work included the
pastorate, district elder, a member of the Executive Committee, and,
vice-president of the Board of Directors of the Free Methodist Publishing

70

House.
R. L. Schamehorn. He was born April 1, 1861 and passed away in
Spring Artor, Michigan on November 29, 1936, For the most part his

ministry was lakoring in the ¥ichigan Conference. His funeral was largely

67ﬁinutes, 1917, p. 56. 68ﬁinutes. 1917, ppe 58-57.

6 70

“Minutes, 1927, pp. 62-63. Minutes, 1929, p. 67.
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attended"?l

Parmenas Vincent, He was born in Hillsdale County in ¥ichigan on

October 3, 1851 and passed away at his home in Spring Arbor on January 16,
1937. His thirty.three years were spent in serving the ¥ichigan Conference.
He was held in high esteem by all who knew him.’2

E. H. Foulks He was born at Holland, Ohlo on Octover 11, 1855 and
passed away at Detroit, Michigan on May 29, 1937 He travelled the cir«
cults of the Michigan Conference for a number of years, Nany were saved
and sanctified during his miﬁistryﬁ?B

Selah 4. ¥eles. He was born July 8, 1849 and passed away at Spring

Arbor on July 18, 1937. He served for four years in the Civil War. Soon
thereafter he was converted and joined the Free Methodist Church. His
entire ministry was within the Michigan Conference, Someone said of hinm,
"He was one of the most faithful ministers of the gospel and a devoted

Christian for many y@arg,ﬁ?@

IIT, THE PERIOD OF OUTREACH AND GROWIH (1950.1966)

State of VWork. The work of the conference continued to show

physical and spiritual growth, This growth was the result of much hard
work and a large volume of prayer. The 1 nging for a revival was mane
ifested by both layman and preacher,

It believed that the ministry should econtinue to hold the high

Thisnutes, 1927, pe 55 72034,
"3, v,
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standard of Justification and holiness as set forth in the Bible and as
the church's fore-fathers had held to it in the bteginning of the organizing
of the Free Methodist Church.

Conference at Work, During this period, there were tw Conference

Superintendents, T. A. Cutler held the Superintendency until 1956 when
W. Dale Cryderman was elected to that office,

W, Dale Cryderman, Yerdon R, Dunckel, Virgil L. Raley, and Earl L,
Habecker, 3r., we@re the ministerial delegates elected for the General Conw
ference of 1960, Hugh A, White, D. D, Gibbons, Carroll %, Fortress, and,
E. H, Hunn, Sr. were the lay delegates elected to represent the conference
at the one-~hundredth guadrennisl session of General Conference which
convened in Winona Lake, Indiana in 1960,

Yuch work was done in the development of the physical equipment
of the campgrounds, Camp.meeting and conference have been held followw
ing one another in the same two week period. The grounds hawe been made
into lots and many btuildings have been built on the lots, The ground
has been equipped for tents, cottages, and, trailers which make for a
better camp.

A beautiful parsonage was built in Spring Arbor as a home for the
Conference Superintendent, The conferencé office is located there,

The auxiliary departments of the conference have eontributed to
the outreach of the ¢onference, The Women's Missionary Society has given

a4 new thrast to mlssions by its active interest and conference wide pro.

73§inutes, 1959, p. 189,
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gram, The Light and Life Men's Fellowship has re-emphasized the man's
place in the total outreach of the church, The Free Methodist Youth has
made its contrikution in the area of #ible Youth Quizzing and special »ro-
jects. The Christian Youth Crusaders Organization has sponsored a pros
gram for boys and girls, This program has done much to keep toys and
girls interested in the church. It has great promise of projecting the
Christian witness from the conference level around the wworld,

Christian Education. The Sunday school has continued to be of

major importance to the work of the conference. It continues as an
effective means whereby people can hear the truths of the Bible., With
an ever increasing emphasis on Bihkle knowledge and teacher training, the
Sunday school has promise of a continued outreach. In fact this has
happened in the conference. Sunday school attendance in 1950 was 3468
while in 1966 the attendance had increased to 5570 {see Appendix 7).

In the area of education, giving to the college at 3pring Arter
continued to inerease so that in 1965 money that was given to the school
totaled more than $5.00 per conference member,

Pinances. The finance cemmittee eontinued to give strong leader-
ship in the area of financial matters. Pastors! salaries rose to a mini.
mum of $75.00 per week,

In the area of missions, the conference gawve much support to the
mission work of the church, Money that was given for this purpose reached
an all time high., This was primarily due to the fact that many local
churches placed a stronger emphasis upon missions. This was seen in scme

of the local churches that were reviewed (See Chapter Four),
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Foints of interest. Total church membership continued to grow

so that in 1966 the membership was 3690 (see Appendix F).

During this time the conference paper was called The Vision and
the editorship was taken from the pastors and placed in the hands of the
conference superintendent.

Reforms, The ¢onference continued to stand firm for those reforms
which were in keeping with the Bible. In 1965 at the annual conference
a Social Action Cormmittee was organized. Its function was to concern
itself with the economic, political, and, social problems of the day as
they relate to the work of the church and to the lives of the people.

Its attention was to be given to the probtlems arising from the use of
aleohol, tobaceo, and, otheyr narcotic drugs. to race relations, economic
and social affairs, and, related problems which concern Christian people,

Memoirs, J. B. Cunningham, He passed away during the year 1950~
1951, He was a faithful pastor and district superintendent of the Michi-
gan Conference before moving to the Georgia-Florida Conference where he
held the same office of superintendent, He was sent as delegate to the
(teneral Conference several times and was nominated to serve on the Board
of Administration and also served on the Cormission on Mission. His
works will follow him because he was a real Christian gentleman, an
earnest preacher, and, a real friend.76

A. R. Hamilton., He passed away during 1952-1953. He was a faith-

76§inutes, 1951, p. 179,
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ful member of the Michigan Conference for many years. He was g man of
praver znd of zealous work for the Lcrda??

¥e F+ Abbott. FHe was a falthful wmember of the Michigan Conference
before his death in 1953.1954, He was an excellent preacher of the Vord
of God and his pastoral concern was appreclated by every congregation
which he sez::"cred.'?‘8

Cs E. Furguson, He passed away to his reward in 19541955, He
transferred to the Michigan Conference in 1920 and served it very capably
as pastor and District Superintendent, He was a man of personal con
victions and he approached his ealling in an urgency that revealed he
did not like to waste time,’~

E. 3+ Jennings, He was characterlzed as a man after God's own
heart, #He died while holding membership in the iichigan Conference in
1955. He was a good and faithful pastor and was an inspiration to many
of the younger winisters of the conference.80

Frank L. Daker. He passed away in the year 1955-1956, He labored
as a pastor and district superintendent for over twenty years, The

remaining twenty years of his life was spent in the interest of missions.

It may just be that the one statement that he made to the ministersof

the conference will be remembered more than any other, He said, "I saw

you when I wss praying this morning'“al

?7ﬁinntes, 1953, p. 190. 7$ﬁinutes, 1954, p. 194,

?yﬁin&t@s, 1955, p« 145, Sﬁﬁinutes‘ 1956, p. 150,

8lypsa,
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. J. Moran. He passed away during the year 1953.1956 while

pastoring the Battle Creel Free Hethodist Church., Even though young at
death, it was zald of him that in 5 few yvears of his ministry there was
more aeccomplished than sowe would accomplish in a full 1ife time, His
clear preaching of holiness, his sincere advice %o those with epiritual
problens, and, his gentle loving sgpirit are qualities that endeared him
to manyagz
L. L« Kelly., He passed away in 1958.1959 while in retirement after
giving forty years of serviece in the Michigan Conference, He was called
a saintly man and his loyalty never waversd to the church or conference.83
0. H. Eenney. He went to be with the Lord in the conference year
1959.196G, His inistry in the conference was short but full of victory.
He led many to a saving kmowledge of the Lord and consequently was known
as & winner of 3suls.8h
Henry Steel. He passed away in 1963 while serving with the Oriental
Missionary Society. He served two pastorates in the Michigan Conference
and knowing that he did not have long to live, he left the pastoral mine
istry to pursue the challenge of hie heart in missions.85

David ¥. Wells, He went to be with the Lord during the conference

year 1965.1966, His first charge was at Tecumseh, Michigen in 1911 and
thus a long end distinguished career of pastoral service was started in

the Hichigan Conference. He had personal evangelism upon his heart and

821144,  yearbook, 1959, p. 196.

%&Yéarba@k, 1965, p. 282, 85¥éarbaok, 1963, p. 368
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everyvhere he went he sought to teach Christians the art of soulwwinning,
He was a clear preacher and enjoyed preaching atout the 35econd Coming of
Christg86

Church Extension, The last sixteen years has revealed that adw

vancement has come in the ares of church expansion, ZEvery church within
the conference has made some improvsment during these years, Hogt of
the churches in the eponference have entered into a building program with
many of these building programs completed., ¥%ithin this period of time
all but twe churches have gither undergone a building program or they
are now in one. Some of these societies have undergone more than one
building program to accommodate the increase in numbers,

Through relocating some churches and the establishing of others,
the conferenc¢e has seen its greatest growth. The Portage work was the
relocating of the old Vicksburg society. The people from ¥icksburg and
some Free ¥Methodist people from the Xalamazoo Free Methodist Church that
lived near Portage united their efforts and built a new church in Portage.

The work at Pulaski was started in this period by two Free Metho-
dist men, U, Dale Cryderman and Charles fingsley were the two men who
started a Sunday school in FPulaski, Pulaski, being not too far from
Spring Arbtor, made it a good area where ministerial students at Spring
Arvor could go on Sundays for some practical exmperience in in-service
training. After a few years of this arrangement, the c¢onference took

over this work and the Pulaski Church hecame part of the conference.

8§Yéarb99k, 1965, p. 382,
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The Deerfield society was a relocation of the Fetersburg and Town-
line society in 1961, By relocating the church, this scciety has strengthen-
ed itself znd efforts are gratifying,

‘Hiles was the newest church in the ¢onference, Seme people from
Hiles wishing that an Fvangelical Church be started at Wiles, Michigan,
called upon the Free Methodists for assistance. Through the efforts of
the conference superintendent and other individuals, a society was torn
in Miles, Michigan. Plans were being finalized on the building program.

The Conference'!s Roard of Evangelism has teen making a study of
Saline, Livonis, and, Taylor Towmship as possible sites for further out-

reach of Pres Methodism in the Southern Michigan Conference.
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CHAPTER IV
THE HISTORY OF THE LOCAL CHURCHES

A comprehensive review of the history of each local church sug-
gests the accomplishment of that particular church, This chapter gave a
broad review of each local church that is now in existence as to its date
of beginning, reasons for early young leaders, and other data that is
signifiéant in the progress of each congregation. The following questions
were asked in each personal interview: What building programs have been
started and completed? What are the plans for church building in the
future? In what special projects has your church been involved? What
unusual or unique experiences have happened in your churgh? And, who
are the people that have been called from your group to full time Christian
service?

One of the difficulties in such a writing was to make a distinction
between a cirecuit and a lo¢al church, Those churches that might have
been included in a circuit have not been mentioned because of the lack of
information and many churches were not established churches but only
preaching points. Therefore, the churches discussed in this chapter were
listed in the order of their appearance as they became local churches
that eventually made what is now known as the Southern Michigan Conference,
Many relocations and merging of churches on the various circuits accounted
for a smaller number of churches in the conference, Recause of the scarsity
and variety of information, the following historical reviews of each church

was varied as to its content,
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The churches discussed in this chapter were listed in the order

of their appearance,
CHROROLOGICAL, ORDER OF CHURCHES

Sherwod. The organization of a Free Methodist Society at Sher-
wood, Michigan was the result of 2 series of evangelistic meetings held
by Ellison and Forbes early in 1866, A church was built which was the
first Free Methodist building ever erected in Hichigan. At the second
session of annual conference, Joseph Travis using Haggal 2:9 for his text,
preached the dedication message, and then led in the dedication of the
church, The indebtedness of the bullding was c¢leared when tw hundred
dollars was raised during the conference session. Ir the middle of this
church a partition ran through the center the same height as the back of
the seats. This divided the men from the women during worship. The men
worshipped on one side while the women sat on the other side as they
listened to the same speaker.

Peter Rumsey, Christian ©. Hagenbaugh, and, one other person were
the first trustees of the church., Mrs. Sanderson, grandmother of Pishop
Dmeritus Leglie R4 Marston, was an early member of this church,

At the fourth annual conference, Burton R, Jones was appointed
pastor of this church. After a successful ministry in the conference as
pastor and district chairman, he was elected General Superintendent of
the Free Methodist Church in 1894,

Jeremiah Baker was pastor when the church was moved from the

center of the lot %o the corner of the same lot, Later a parsonage was
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built adjacent to the church., Frank L. Baker, the son of Jeremiah RBeker,
vas converted in this church. Franl became a minister and served the
church as pastor, district chairman, and., secretary for the (General Board
of Missions of the demnomination.

In 1890, the first foreign missionary offering was taken, which
amounted to $7.50 and it was given to Harry Agnew who was a pioneer
missionary of the #res Methodist Church in Africa,

#¥illiam ¥ortz was the first Sunday school superintendent of the
church, The Sunday school is first mentioned in 1891 in the official
Minutes of the church.

’ Spencer ¥ulholland was born to the Reverend and Mrs, We Ss
Malholland in 1906 while they were serving this circuit., Spencer was
a pastor in the East Michigan Conference of the Free Methodist Church,
taught in toth Spring Arbor and Greenville Colleges, and, at present is
the Conference Superintendent of the Georgia~Carolina Conference of the
¥ree Methodist Church,.

Carroll Fortress was born to the Reverend J. . Portress! mhile
they were serving this circuit. Carroll has been a faithful memter of
the Free Methodist Church and presently is a member of the Free Methodist
Church in Spring Arbor, Michigan,

In 1917, Leon Voorheis began his long«time ministry in the con.
ference., He is the father.in.law of Dr, David McKenna who is the President
of Spring Arbor College.

In 1945 when Luella Heltzel was in charge of the circuit, ground

was excavated for a basement to take care of the expanding Sunday scheol,
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The old round oak heating stove was exchanged for a furnace, a Sunday
school bus was purchased, and it was voted to have instrumental music
in the c¢hurch,

Under the leadership of Henry Steel, the Methodist Church that
wag across the street was purchased and with the help of many people the
church was remodeled, The dedication of the church was on ¥ay 16, 1954
by the late Bishop Mark 2. Ormston.

The present parsonage was built under the pastorsl leadership of
Merlin C. Baker in 1963,

In 1965 the church was given a Lowery organ in memory of ¥r, and
Mrs., John A. Stanton, The church purchased the lLeslie speakers that were

needed to go with the orgaﬁ,l

Coldwater. The ministry in Coldwater, Michigan was started in
1966, a eity located %0 miles south of Battle Creek, Michigan. dJohn Ellison
was the first pastor of this Free Methodist Society. This society was part
of the Coldwater Cireuit that also included Horth and South Quiney, Dorance,
Sherwood, and Eekford, Due to a laek of faeilities, the people worshipped
in the Wesleyan Church until 1896 when a small building was purchased,

During the ministry of X. H. Cammon, parents of two of the present
members of the church were converted; Mr, end Mrs, Willlam Phelps parents
of Mrs, Hdna Voorheis whom with her husband Leon D, Voorheis pastored for
39 years and ¥r. and Mrs, John Enecht, parents of Mrs. Lura Shumway who

lP@rsgnal correspondence of XYathryn Ladyman, Sherwood, Michigan,
to W. Dale Cryderman, Spring Arbor, Michigan, May, 1966,



has been a faithful member of the church,

The Reverend C. W. Miller wasg pastor in 1897 and during this
year a small building on Perkins Street was purchased and used for wr=
ship.

In 1906 under the pastoral leadership of J. R. Poet, 2 new
church bullding was completed. This circuit wes divided into the Algansee
and Dorrance Cirasuit, and, Coldwaster and Bethel Circuit, ¥r., Ralph Voorhees,
a membeyr of the church, started his active service in the Frse Methodist
Chorch by acting as the assistant Sunday school superintendent during this
time,

It was interesting to note that while the Reverend Hiram Voorhees
was pastor in 1920 that the entire church program operated on a budget less
than one hundred sfollars for the entire year.

De J, Vankntwerp made a most outstanding impression upon the
community and the life of the church. His pastorate lasted from 1927-
1930 and was graced wlth much success. Attendance increased beyond the
capacity ¢f the huilding.

Leon D, Voorheis had a suceessful ministry while serving this
circuit from 19311934, A strange incident ogeurred during the ministry
of Rev, Voorheis, A stranger came into one of the services and asked for
the floor. Pastor Voorheis felt it unwise to grant this reguest. is
the gentleman left, he stomped the floor and directed this quotation
against the church: %"And whosoever will not receive you, when ye go out
of that city, shake off the very dust from your feet for a testimony

against them,™
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A basement addiiion for grester Sunday school facilities was added
during the thres years of servics vendered by J. Moran from 1950-1953,

Under the pastoral leadershlp of the Reverend CGerald Hartman there
was continual growth in the Sunday school, It wes during this time that
the decision was made to sell the church and to build a new one, The
1ot st the cormer of Fremont and Parkhurst was purchased and many de-
cisiong relative to the building of the church were made.

'In 195 #, Clement Parr was appointed to this society. It was
during this time that the decision was made to have the Free Methodist
people in Dorrance, ¥ichigan sell their property and merge with the
Coldwater society., DBoth church properties were sold and a new church
was built., This church was ready for worship in 1961, It was located
near the high school on ?f@m@nt¢2

In 1965, a new parscnage was completed next to the church, It

was a four bedroom ranch styled home with full basement and a two-car

garage.3

¥ilan, In 1870, the Milan Society of the Michigan Conference was
organized under the leadership of Burton R. Jones., Many of those who
were converted at this time remained true to God and the church in the

years that followed.u

a?ersonal correspondence of Earbara Parr and others, Coldwater,
Michigan, to W. Dale Cryderman, Spring Arbtor, Michigan, March 30, 1960,

3Perscnal corrvespondence of Wayne E. Meadows, Coldwater, Michigan,
to the author, July 9, 1966,

kﬁurton Rensselaer Jones, Incidents, Life and Labors of Burion
R. Jones (Chicago: Free Methodist Putlishing House, 15097, Ps 155s
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Records were lost for the most part concerning the history of this
congregation. In 1898, J. ¥, Boyer was appointed to this cireuit as pase-
tor. A few years later, the aspointments read: ¥ilan and Raisinville,

G+ Laubach. The following towns have been c¢onnected with this circuit:
Fast ¥ilan, Azglla, Ralsinville, Oakville, and, other places in this
general ares,

A new church was completed in 1958 and during this building pro-
gram, a bullding scross the street was purchased, In 1965 a new four
bedroom parsonage was complebed which was valued at $4:8,000,00 by the
5

insurance adjustor,

Spring Arboy. Mr. Hart conducted a protracted meeting during the
winter of 1870.18371 near Concord, Michigan, which resulted in regular
meetings in an old stone schoolhouse about a mile west of Spring Artor,

The hisgtory of Spring Arbor Géllege and church at Spring Arbor
have paralleled each other and needs to be discussed in relationship to
each other.

4 movement was started in 1871 to establish a denominationsl
school within the sonference., Two o0ld buildings, formerly used by the
Free Will Baptists, and ten acres of property at 3primg Arbor spelled
the beginning of this denominational school. In the summer of 1873, a
short term school was held., The fall term opened with about 60 boarding

students; Within ten years the enrollment was 2 litile over one hundred.

Spersonal interview of Mildred Miller, Milan, Michigan, to the
author, July 23, 1966.
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In 1922, the first church was built in Spring Arbor, Continued
growth necessitated the snlarging of the stone structure in 1943, uithin
a short period of time this bwilding was not large enough and the services
were transferred to the chapel on the college campus, The present church
was completed under the pastoral leadership of H. T. Sebree in October,
1963.6

In 1965 the total membership of the church was 478, The Sunday
school enrollment was 701,

Ain educational unit was being planned for the near future. The
land has bean secured and the plans have been adopted by the society.

Cne of the strong aspects of the Spring Arbor church is their
emphasis upon missions. In 1965 the missionary goal of 530,000 dollars
was surpassed, This was the largest amount ever given by one church

7

within the conference in a one week periaed,

Jackson, The Tree Methodist Church was started in 1873 in Jackson,
Michigan, ILost records make the beginning history of the church limited,
The church that was formerly used for worship was scld to the colored
peeple and before they could pay for it, the building burned. The insurance
from the btuilding yielded $2,000.00, which was used in the btuilding of the
new church,

¥While they were walting for the new church to be built, the con-

6?ersana1 correspondence of David M. Wells, Spring Arbor, ¥ichigan,
to W. Dale Oryderman, Spring Arbor, Michigan, nd.

??ersonal interview of Herbert T. Sebree, Spring Artor, Michigan,
to the author, July 13, 1966,
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gregation held their church services in a room at the WCA. There was 2
lot of opposition to building a church for fear that the proper finances
eould not be raised,

A nucleas of five families carried this burden and soon plans were
started for a church bailding in 1949, Through a lot of hard work and
some” smusing incidents, the Lord helped these people. A church was
erected in May of 1950, The church was useable, but not finishad. 3ince
that time, with the help of special projects, they have added to the
church and property, a steeple, P. A. system, loud speakers and chimes,

a plano, some Sunday school buses, three more lots, a different parscnage,
nursery furnished, a pastor's study, an addition built for an enclosed
exit, and, a retaining wall built on the back edgze of the property. MNore
recently szome redecorating and other improvements have been made on the
church property. Plans concerning the tuilding of a larger church were

finialized and the building will start scson.8

Temperante. The first Free Methodist work in this area was in
the vicinity of Ida, Michigan, near the Raisin River., In 1879 several
Free Methodist families Liegan to hold services in the Center School on
what is now called the Temperance Road. These people f£elt their need of
having their own permanent building for worship. Construction began in
1880 on some land that had teen given by Joseph and Elizabeth MeClanathan.

After $600.00 had been raised, the churchts trustees voted that the

3Persanal interview of Bill Cryderman, Jackson Michigan, to the
author, July 14, 1966,
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church btuilding be constructed. It was completed in 1882 at the cost
of $1,000,00, The Reverend (., A. Olmstead was appointed pastor in 1883,
During the year Mrs. Clara Weathereld was the evangelist for the revival
services, During these services, Mrs, Fatie Fisher was converted, making
her the {irst convert of this church, The first parsonage was btuilt in
1892, A north wing was added to the church in 1397 while L. H. Mulholland
wag pastor,
In 19473, the furnace and furnace room were added to the church.
In 1947 plans were completed to raise the church and put a basement under-
neath 1t. Other improvements included: The installation of rest rooms,
bitchen, baleoony, and, an avtomstic oil farnaa@.g
In 1954, another unit was added to the church, while Larry Burr
was pastor, the church's ministry of Christian Zducation and Worship was
enlarged., In 1959, a six-acre relocation site was providentislly secured
and plans were made for the building of a new church, It is generally
agreed by the people of the localidy that this building site is one of the
best in town. The new church is nearing completion and should be comne
pleted by the 1966 conference year, The sanctury will hold approximately
362, There will be a full basement, which will provide for adequate
room for educational and fellowship facilities. The congregation is also
planning t¢ have a balcony and a baptistry. ©One unique observation atout
this building program is that from the start, when the 3hell 0il Company

came to buy the old church property, all of the decisions pertaining to

9?erscnal correspondence of Lawrence E. Burr, Temperenee, Michigan,
to W, Dale Cryderman, Spring Arbor, HMichigan, nd.



this project have passed unanimously.

A new parsonage was completed in 1966 which was located near the
church on the church!s property.

In 1971, Clara tHlayden answered the call to the ¥ission field and
gave seven years of service in the Dominican Republic, Other workers
who went out from this circuit included: Sidney McClanathan who pastored
at Hudson and Owosso, Michigan; Dempster VanAntwerp who pastored many
circuits in Michigan; Harry B. Ansted who was the former President of
Korea University: and, Eugene 3tevenson pastoring the Clinton Church in
Washington. The prospects are that three more young men answered the

call to the Cheistian ministry,L°

HBattle Creek, General Superintendent Zurton R. Jones came to

Battle (reek, ¥ichigan and organized the first Free Methodist society
in the winter of 1377. Meetings were held for a number of years in an
old Quaker Chureh,

Mr. Albert Zenton, one of the charter membters of the Free Methodist
Church at Pekin, New York, and his wife were two of the earliest members
of the Battle Creek church,

¥hen the Reverend D. J, VanAntwerp was sent to the church in 1901
as pastor, there were only seven members, Within three years the member-
ship increased to 26,

This Free Methodist society was incorporated as a church on

loPersonal interview of Raymond B, Cox, Temperance, lMichigan, to
the author, dJuly 173, 1966,
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Octokber 31, 19073 under the name "First Free Methodist Church of Rattle
Creek, Michigan.® At this time a topard of trustees was elected. This
board c¢onsisted of the following: W. H. Hall, chairman; E, H. Clark,
secretary; and, D, J. Vanintwerp, tressurer.

4 lot was purchased on River Street known as the Hiclman property,
In July of 1904 work was immediately begun and with a short peried of
time the property was ready for btuilding. The size of the church was
32" x 50" end the height was 17' stove grade mark, The full basement
was divided indo c¢lass vooms snd 2 furnace yoom. The building was of-
wod, veneered with cement blocks and bricks., The cost of the building
was around #£4,000,00. The Heverends Frank Raker of Xalamagzoo and J, W.
Boyer of Hew Boston volunteered one week!s work each, while most of the
other work was done by members of the society and friends of the city.

The church was dedicated on ¥arch 5, 1905 with the Bisheprﬁ. e
Jones preaching the dedicatory sermon.

In 1940, the Lord put a burden upon the heart of Pastor R. B, Cox
to move out of the River Street location. #ith the challenge from one
of his sermons entitled: "Let Us Arise and 2uild,” a building fund was
started, .

Land was purchased for this project at 285 Capital Avenue, and
on Qctober 5, 1947, the ground breaking ceremony was held with pastor
Earl Habecker, Sr. turning the first shovel of dirt,

¥uach of the labor on the building was donated and on April 3, 1949,
the first worship service was held in the new $60,000.00 church,

On May 15, 1949, the church was dedicated with Bishop L. R. Harston



preaching the dedicatory sermon. At that time, $4,50.00 was raised
for the building fund,

In 1960 the YMoran Memorial Annex was completed which serves ad-
equately as a three level Christiazn Tducational Unit,

In 1965, a meditation telephone ministry was started by pastor
Robert ¥. Marston, son of Bishop Emeritus L, R. Harston, This ministry
has been very effective,

In 1965.1966 the parsonage femily-dining room was cample%eﬁall

Kalamazoo, Mr. Marion Baldwin organized the first Fra@‘ﬁethaaist
society in 1883 at Kalamazoo, Michigan made up of five charter members.

The following year a number of Free Methodist families moved to
Xélémaig@, which increased thelr membership to sixteen., Heetings were
af first held at Portage Street, but soon thereaftep they moved to a
chapel on Jackson Street. The first church was a 26' x 40' building
that was located on East Walnut Street. This property was paid for in
1903 while James Crailg was pastor. In 1904 a lot was purchased on the
eorner of Jagper and Jans Streets. The Hast Walnut Street building was
moved to this loecation to serve as one of the recoms in the new church
that was being built. The congrepation continued to worship in this
church aﬁti1k195?; when this site was sold to the ¥pjohn Company for
57 2,000.00,

In July, 1955, under psstor R. C. Morel, a plot of ground was

il?@r%onal ¢orrespondenice of Hohert V, Marston, Battle Creek,
Michigan, to the author, July 20, 1966.
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purchased on HMaple Street and work staried on a new sanctuery. This church
building was completed in a few years when Henry Steel was the pastor,

A new parsonage was built in 1960 under the pastoral leadership
of G. H, Bonney.

Pelrl Mercer Leiss served as a2 missionary %o China from 1933“1927&13

Adrian. V¥rs, Clara VWetherald held the first Free Methodist service
in Adrian, Michigan in 1833. These services were held in an upstaire room
near what is now 128 South Main Street. The 1883 conference appointed
Gs D, Mark as pastor to this cireuit.

The chureh which was used for worship was located on the east side
of Ann 3treet, between Frank and Church 3treets, This charch was dedicated
in 1887 by ®Burton R. Jones.

In 1894, the original church was torn down and a more substantial
tuilding was erected. This church was completed in six weeks while ¥Frank
Paker was pastor, This church was dedicated by the late Bishop George
Coleman, This building still stands and is now used by the Adrian City
Friends,

Rachael HNash, a falthful member of the ¥Free Methodist Church for
many years, willed the church enough money to bulld a mew church. The
lot was purchased at the corner of South Locust and Frank Streets where
in 1912 the church was built. This church, known as the Rachael Hash

Memorial Free Methodist Church, was dedicated by J. T. Logan. This

1z?ersonal interview of G. H. Bonney, Kalamazoo, Michigan, to the

author, July 12, 1966,



o
W

church is where the people are worshippling today.

The socletly owng three houses nesr the chureh. The first house
wag purchased during the pastorate of W. L. Stephenson and is used as
the parsonage. The second house was acquired during the pastorate of
R. B. Cox for parking and expansion,

In 1965.66 a seven aere plot was purchased outglde the e¢ity limits
in a fast growing area for the building of a2 new church, Pastor Earl
Habecker, Jr. and his peoplé expect to be in a building program in the

2
neay futmrﬁ.ld

South Haven, The Free Methodist Church in Zouth Haven, Michigan
had its beginning in 1887 urder Daniel Feathers when a tent meeting was
held in South Haven on z spot where the First Baptist Church now stands,

In 1888 the church was orpanized into & Free Methodist Society.
Among the charter members were: HNr. and Mrs, William Cleveland, Willard
Andrus, the George Vorboys, the Parkers, the George Jeeleys, the William
Linesmeyers, the W, Crawlfords, the M, C, Hotts, the John Harts, and,
¥rs. Luey Buckman,

In the following monthe meetings were held in the Hurlbert Hall
over Wrirht's store located on the corner of Pearl and Fhoenix Streeis,

During the pastorate of R. L. Schamehorn, the old Congregational
chapel was purchased, This brick structure was moved from the west side

of Pearl to its present location on Broadway. After wmuch work on the

13?@?39&31 interview of Earl Habecker, Jr., Adrian, Michigsn, to
the author, July 12, 1966,
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building, the church was dedicated in March, 1898 by the late Bishop
Burton R, Jones.

Une name that was long remembered was that of Charles W, Miller,
Bomeone s5id of him, "He worked until his fingers nearly bled, handling
brick, He was a hustler, nothing satisfied him like work, and then some
more work after that."

A parsenage-chapel was completed in 1961-1962 which was the first
unit of a long range program made possible by the direction of the Con-
ference Board of Aggressive Evangelism, Iloyd Knox officiated at the
dedication service of this building project.

The Young People's (roup in 1964.1965 sponsored a banguet honoring

the town's basketball team which had won the State Basketball Ghﬁﬁ@i@ﬁsﬁig.la

Waterviiet., In 1385 the Watervliiet Free Methodist Church was
built, Meny citizens from the community made the building poseible by
their gifts and labors. Mrs. Primer was holding special revival services
and the result was the formation of this society. The society was made up
of thirteen charter members, The first pastor of the church was the
Reverend G, 4. Olmstead.

In 1936 with William Clark as pastor the church was remodeled,

In 1937 while Elsworth Moran was pastor the church was moved back from
the street and the basement was improved,

When Willism Cusick was pastor in 1944 the Coloma Soclety was

1uPersana1 interview of James Sims, South Haven, Michigan, to

the author, July 15, 1966,
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merged with the Watervliet Society, A parsonage was purchased with the
money that came from the sale of the Coloma property.

In 1947 when Marion Andrews was pastor, the church was remodeled
and two rooms were added to the back of the building,

- In 1957 an Activities Building was constructed on the ground be-
hind the parsonags.

Tn 1965 a new church was dedicated by Rishop Bdward C. John.lo

Hillsdale. In 1891 the Free Methodist Church of Hillsdale, Michi.
gan‘held services across the street from the Post Offiée; During the
period'fram 1920.1925, the church experienced a continued criéis. In 1924
thé’eonference debated whether a pastor should be sent theré for the
coming year because of the interest of the people, Three ladies met for
prayer and prayed that the church would not be discontinued and that a
pastor wuld be sent, The conference sent David ¥Wells and his wife to
the Hillsdale church as supply pastor.

Verdon Dunckel was at Hillsgdsle for seven years c¢ommencing in
1944, During his pastorate there was a steady growth in membership.

The twin brother of the pastor, Mr, Vernon Dunckel, was the zssistant
for the last three years of the pastorate, Mr, Dee Helmick and Mr, Elmer
Pearson were worked efficiently as Sunday school superintendents, during
this period. They served for nine and eight years respectively. Iuch

of the credit for growth must be attributed to them.16

15Conference Office,

16Pers@nal correspondence of Frank L. Baker, Battle Creek, Michigan,
to Mrs, Edith Redman, Millsdale, Michigan, September 4, 1953,
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In 1941 the Sunday school attendance was 76, By 1930 it had
increased to 244, A new church was built in 195 at 150 Union Street.

It was valued at $50,000.00, and had facilities for twelve Sunday school
class rooms.

B, A, Parrott was pastor when the following improvements were
made: A Sunday school unit was attached to the church, the church bought
a church house annex, and a parsonage,

This chureh completed an interesting project., They, with some
of the towm people, furnished the Holy Light Seminary in memory of Mr.
Elmer Pearson a leading layman in the church.17 The church house annex
which is presently being rented may some day be used for the associate

past:::r.}'g

Ypsilanti. The Ypsilanti society was organized in 1904 by a Mr.
Anderson, who pastored this charge for five years., The first group of
members met in a store building on North Huron Street in the eity, In
1907 they were sble by the help of some donated labor to build a church
on 3t. Johns Street. The 1907 church was replaced in 1954 by a new church,
It was during the pastoraté of Marion E. Andrews that the present church
was completed in 1954. When the church was dedicated in Pebruary, 1954

by Bishop Emeritus Leslie R. ¥arston, many congratulations were bestowed

1?E‘:‘kersi)nal interview of Mrs. Edith Redman and ¥rs, RButh Pearson,
Hillsdale, Michigan, to the author, July 15, 1966,

laﬁelegates report of E, He Munn, Sr,, Hillsdale, ¥ichigsn, to
the 1966 Michigan Annual Conference, June 27, 1966,
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upon the eongregation from the town officisls for a good job well &mma¢1?

In 1956 & parsonage was built near the church,

The Ypsilanti church has helped to start both the Ann Arbor and
the Wayne Free Methodist Churches.

Two pastors died while serving this circuit, %, W. Crydemuan,
father of U, Dale Cryderman, and ¥, L, Stephenson.

My, Yayne Thompson teaching near Temperance, Michigan and NMr.
Clarence ¢, Chanbers teaching near Ypsilanti, Michigan were former ministers
in the conference. They were former members of this church,

On February 28, 1965 the church had a homecoming %o honor the
various ministers and friends who had belonged to the church through the

years, At this time, the mortgagze on the church was hurned.zﬁ

Three Qaks., As the result of revival services in 1907 by C. S.
Huston, who was at that time pastor of the 3pringville, Indiana Free
Hethodist Church, 2 church was starited at Three Oaks, Michigen. There
were five charter members. They held thelr services in a one room schoole
house on West Linden Street. This schoolhouse served as the church until
1859 when a new church was built.

Mr, O, ¥« Pace, who was the pastor, gave dirsction and guldance
when the society purchssed a house and two adjoining lots. The house was

used a3 the parsonage. A church was constructed on the adjoining lots

Neus ttem in the Ypsilanti Press, February 22, 195k,

gaﬁerasaal interview of Hrs, Iven Disbrow, Ypailaﬁti, Michigan,
to the author, July 5, 1966.
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with the help of pastor Joseph Uraybill, This ssciely has built a lovely
new church, Presently they are in the process of enlarging the present
tuilding %o meel 3 growing constiluency,

The Three Oaks Society was in the Horth Indians Conference until
1961, when by aetion of the Ceneral Conference of the Free Methodist
Church, and a favorable vote by the loeal soelety, conference boundaries
were. changed snd the Three Daks Soclety bvecame & part of the Southemn

Michigan Conference, >

g@zgg. In 1910 seven charter members Qiythe %aymé'ﬁw@iaty pure
chased a suilding on Main and Clark fmr a sum reported to be $1,300.00,
This was used as the church, In one year this hmilﬁing ﬁag completely
péiﬁ for, Some years later the church was woved s¢ that it could face
Main Street, At this time 2 basement was put underneath it. 4 parsonage
was built in 1935,

In separate years the old church parsonage was sold and the money
wag put inte o program Zoy the building of a new church and paramnage,
A wlot of lasnd wae purchased in g fast groving subdivision where the
church snd parsonage were btnilt. In March of 1959 the church was ready
for gervices, The church was dedicated the following Hovember. It was
Zully oquipped and was valued over $200,000.00. In 1962 a parsonage was

built, 22

gz?ersaﬁgl correspondence of Mearl Bradley, Three Oaks, Michigan,
to W, Dale Cryderman, Spring Arbor, Michigan, May, 1966,

22?&?3ﬁﬁal interview of Robert Maxwell, Wayne, Miéhigan. to the
author, July 12, 1966,



o1

Parkway Heights. The Parkway Heights Free Methodist Church was

formerly the Second Free Metbpdist Church of Detroit, Michigan. This
church was organized in 1912 under the pastoral leadership of W. G.
Worboy. ¥hen this church was in the planning stages there were those

who opposed such a venture., It was then that District Elder H. HMontgomery
made this statement, ®there never was a child born into the world without
pain, and even though there will bte pain, there is going to be born on

the west side of the eity of Betroit a Free Methodist Church.® Shortly
thereafter, a church building was ¢onstructed on the west side at the
corner of 15th and Buchanans In 1916 this building was dedicated with the
late Bishop Walter A. Sellew officiating.

In 1949 the society voted to sell the preperty and relocate the
church, & building site was purchased at the corner of Ozlman Boulevard
and Meyers Road, WMeanwhile, the Sunday services were held in the MeFarlane
School, QOther aetivities were held in the basement of the parsonage,

In 1951 they discovered that there were tuilding restrictions in the sub-
division deed which gave any minority community group legal basis for
threatened litigation. Therefore, they felt that the test thing to do
would be to find another place to locate. A thorough investigation was
made in the fall of 1951 by pastor Marvin L, Galbreath and Conference
Superintendent E. A, Cutler. The decision was to relocate, A study was
made and after a sampling of several ecommunities it was decided t¢ pur-
chase the property at the corner of Plymouth Road and Appleton Avenue,

At this time, it was decided to change the name of the church from the

Detroit Second Church to the Parkway Heights Free ¥Methodist Church, in
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keeping with the subdivision area where the new church wsuld be located,

Hr, Luclan Pouttelgler was emgaged as bullding superintendent,
and on March 12, 1952 construction began on the huilding, While the
church was being constructed services were held in the George Fisher
School and in the parsonage tasement, The nev church was sufficiently
completed so that on Christmas Sunday in 1952 servlices were held in it,

On May 24, 1953 the church was dedicated by the late Bishop Fmeritus
Mark EZ. Ormmsion,

In 1954 the parsonage was sold and a new one built near the
church, In the spring of 1957, a 40' x 70" wing was added to the church,
This was dedicated in 1955 by Bishop Emepitus Leslie R, Marston. This
wing provided recreational facilities for the young people, and, it gave
more space for Sunday school rooms.23

This church was given a large hoost a short time ago when 36
Methodists Joined the Parkwsy Heights Church,

The heayy debt which was incurred at the time of the bulilding of
the new church has been greatly reduced in the past few years,

There is a strong missionary emphasis in this church, Florence
Carter went from this church to Seattle Pacific College, then o Portuguese
East ifrica as a missionary. Melvin and Betty Pasterious served one term
as missionaries. Henry and Dorthay Orrin went to the mission field under
the VISA program, Dr, Lionel and Fhyllis Hurd are under appointment to
Africa. Larry Orrin is spending 1966 in Turkey with "Operation Moblization®

: 23?ersonal correspondence of ¥rs, (ladys Harvie, Detroit, Michigan,
to W. Dale Crydemman, Spring Arbor, Michigan, nd.
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distributing Christian Literature. Foth Dale and Dorthay Cryderman,
Conference 3uperintendent of the Southern Michigan Conference, were ¢one

verted in this church.za

Benton Harbor. Under the lesdership of ¥llen Burns and Allice

Rarbar, the Free Methodist Church was started in 1913 as a mission in a
store on Pipestone Street,

The present church was purchasedain 1915 from the Church of God.
The present parsonage was built in 1922 while W, L. 3tephenson was pastor,

Between 19241926, the church was remodeled inside with the pulpit
being changed to the other end &f the church and a room built on the far
end, making more room fof the platform. Durihg this time, the Michigan
Annual Conferehce was held hére, in the Graece United Brethren Church, with
the late Bishop Pierce presiding. ’ |

L, D, Gordon served the church in 1942 for four years and during
that time rooms were added to the parsonage.

Mr. Marold Velman served the church in 1952 for three years. It
was during his ministry that the present addition was built, new seats
were installed, and, the church made its greatest numerical growth.

¥arion E. Andrews has served the church since 1959, During his
ministry the church purchased two Sunday School buses. A weekly, twenty-
five minute radio broadcast was started entitled "Pastoral Counseling.,"

The architects' drawing for the building of a new Semi-Colonial

Hpersonal interview of John M. Baker, Detroit, Michigan to the
author, July 15, 1966,
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Church was approved by the society this past yesr. The church will have
a geating capacity of 500 with two 507 x 100" wings on each end or side
of the church when completed.
Jean Cleaveland went out from this society as a missionary %o
Urundi, Africa.25
Robert and Dora Wesche's membership was here when they went to

¥enya as missionarles in 1967.

fnn Arbor, The Ann Arbor Free Methodist Church was started in
1917, The first revival service was held in the ¥William Sneider's home
by District Superintendent Frank Baker, HMeetings continued in this home
until ¥r. Sneider offered to ¢lear out the upstairs storeroom over his
plumbing shop., This was made into a chapel. 7

The Free Methodist Church on Huron Street was built about 1926,
This church served the society until 1963 when a new church was completed.
T s diamondeshaped church is located on Newport Road, It received a
Merit fward in the 1961 Annual Church Design Contest. A tunnel under the
carport which provides entrance to the church, will eventually provide

access to an educational building.Eé

Perndale, In 1920 five or six families moved from the Detroit

Pirst Chureh area to the Ferndale area and immediately felt the need of

25Psrsonal interview of Marlion E. Andrews, Benton Harbor, ¥Michigan,
to the author, July 13, 1966,

26Personal interview of David Jeffords, Ann Arbor, Michigan to the

author, March 23, 1967,
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having a Free Wethodist Church closer %o where they lived. Cottage prayer-
meetings were started and the pastor from the Detroit First Chureh was
invited to preach to them on Sunday afterncons,

In 1923 a Sunday school was organlzed and services were held in the
Martin .Road School, On fpril &, 1924 pastor H, Voorheis of Detroit #irst
organized a soclety and s charter was drewn up with eleven members.

In 1925 the Michigan Conference sent E, ¥. Faulk to the Ferndale
and Redford Clreuit., During the next several years the church grew, which
demanded a largsf piaee for worship, Among those who Joined the.seciety
duriﬁg this time were the Hugh Whites. Mr. White has been a 1eadiﬁg lay.
man in the e¢onference and denomination,

Avlot was secured at the corner of Marshall Street and Hilton Hoad.
The neuw church was dedicated on April Z1, 1929 by the late Bishop A, D.
Zahnizer,

’ It was while Williem Cryderman was pastor 1923.1931, that the pro-
perty at 486 East Marshall was purchssed for a parssnége.

In 1931 ¢, E. Fergwson was appointed pastor aﬁﬁ during his four
years of ministry the morigage on the church was paid, These were dew
pression years and many were out of work, When the banks closed their
life savings appesred to be lost, This proved to be g blessing for the
church. Zven though deposits were not paysble in cash, anyone who wished
could sign over his account to the church and receive full credit to apply
on the church's mortgaze, By this manner the morigage was pald., On
December 18, 1933 the late Bishop A. D, Zahnizer burned the morigage.

The first broadsast of " The Light and Life Hour' was made on the
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first Sunday afterncon in Oclober, 1944 under the dirsction of Dr. LeRoy
He Lowell in this church,

Conbinued growth of the church and Sunday school made it necessary
to enlarge the faeilities, This was done under the pastoral leadership
of Vivgil L. Raley, The old church was sold and a plot of ground was
purchased at 195 toodward Heights Rlvd. in Ferndale, Michigan., A new
church w s erected and on Marech 9, 1958 Bishop Emeritus L. R. Marston
dedicated 1it,

The church and Sunday school h ve made significant progress under
the pastoral leadership of Ralph V. Cleveland, The youth activities
btuilding, parsonage, and, an addition to the youth bullding £ér wore
Sunday séﬁagl rooms were major bullding progroms within the past seven
years, During this time the membership has doubled and there has bsen an
inereage. in lay and pastoral c¢alling, This church was the first one in
the confersnce to double 1ts membsrship in one decade beginning in 1960
when the (eneral Conference established a goal that every church double
its membership in 2 c‘%@&aﬁ&,ﬁ?

Bonald and Marion Rebert answered the call to the Christian ministry
while attending the Ferndale Church. Hon and (race Joodrich are plamning
on foreign misslonary service, FElaine Innes is at the present time under

the VISA program and is working with the Saskaichewan Enéian@»gg

g?ﬁgwﬁn 8y Lamson, ed. "Our World Mission,”" The Iree HMethodist,
(oetober 25, 1966), p. 16.

Bpersonsl interview of Ralph V. Cleveland, Ferndale, Michigan, to
the author, July 14, 1966,
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Alblon. On August 18, 1921 the Free Methodist Church was organized
in the Alblon G.A.R, Halls It was through the efforts of C, B, Ferguson,
the assigned pastor, that this class was mede part of the conference,

The first Sunday school was established on September 14, 1921 in
the Kirkbride home at 1712 Adams Street., Thoss who were eleclbed to £i1l
offices in the chureh were: Ur, F. J, Weaton, Sunday school superintene
dent; Hr, Doolittle, assistant Sunday school superintendent; ¥Mrs. Carrie
Yirkbride, childrents ¢lass teacher; ¥», John %irkbride, teacher of the
adult elazs; and, Mrs. Ada Logan, sseretary and treasurer of the Sunday
school,

The pastors from Rattle Creek and Spring Arbor preached regularly
in Albion for the next five vears.

The first permanent place of wrship for the people was in the
house on the corner of Chestnult and Jonia., This also gerved as the pare
sonage, In 1939 the Official Poard spproved the construction of a new
charech at 214 Bast Chestnut. Mr, Bdwin Logan was the construction fore~
man, This building 28' x 42' was to be built on the lot which cost £150,00,
Under the pastoral leadership ef L, D, Uordon, construetion began on the
church, The society borrowed $800,00 and with some voluntesr labor the
church as soon cowpleted. This wus the first pastorate of Ceonference
Superintendent ¥, Dele Cryderman and it was during this time the wortgage
on the church was hurnt,

Reve O. H. Yenney and wife pastored when two Sunday school buses
were purchased in 1952 for $575.00,

Under the pastoral leadership of Charles Williams and his wife a
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large house was purchased for a church amnex, This building cost $6,750.00
of which $5,200.00 was borrowed. By 1958 it was cleared of all indebtedness,

In 1964 the Rice Creek Fres Methodist Church was merged with the
Alvion church, 7The building of a new church is in the planning stages.
When the loan money has been secured for the building then construction will

stari'.a.'?'9

Hazel Park, This church was the result of a vision that Mr, J, ¥.
Salton had one day ag he was looking at a corner lot in a swampy area of
a little Detroit suburb, He believed that soon (od wuld raise up a Free
Methodist class at this place. Shortly thereafter, doors were opened and
3unday school was held in two different homes in the next three years.

One dagy the Lord told Mr, Salton that it was time to bwild a church,
His eyes regted upon a lot at the corner of Pearl and Stevens in United Oaks,
Michigan., This property was g cholee piece of land and it sppeared double
ful if he could secure this tract of land, Mr, Salton went to the omners
and was told that if he wanted some land for a church he ¢puld have it,
Because of free land and a good nucleus of people to work with, 2 new church
was born.

On November 23, 1925 the people met before Anna E, Jordon, a leoeal
Hotary Publie, and drew up the by-laws to govern this newly organized First

Union Free Methodist Church of United Qaif:s.:353

P oepsonal interview of David Webb, Albion, HMichigan, to the author,
July 13, 1966,

Ppersonal correspondenoe of Larry Wingate, Hazel Park, Michigan,
to the author, Hovember 8, 1966,
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In 1953, this church became part of the Michigan Conference, 3Re-
cause of poorly kept records, history concerning this church was limited

since 1925. Church growth has been slow as was shown in Appendix G.

Redford* While Redford was only a village outside of Detroit, a
group‘ied by My, and Mrs, Kuipers met for Sunday evening meetihgs in the
home 6f W+ Go Snedecor, There was no other place of worship in the area,
This 1little group was organized in August, 1924 as a soc¢iety under the
leadership of District Elder W. C, Muffitt,

The first pastor was the Reverend E. M. Faulk and his wife, who &t
that time had both the Ferndale and Redford Churches, The following year
the circuit was reorganized into $wv local soeleties and each had their
oun separate pastor.

Theﬁ held their wrship services in a small twilding that was
erected on the Snedecor property until 1927 when a 20' x 46' building was
econstructed on ann adjoining lot.

Under the pastoral leadership of E. S. Jennings and his wife a .
larger lot at 17377 Westbrook was purchased, His successor R, D, Van Der
Roeet gave the leadership in the construetion of the brick chureh which
included a basement, Much of the work was done bty the pastor and laymen
of the church, This church was dedicated in Cchtober 1941 by the late
Bishop Emeritus Mark D. Qwvmston. ‘

In 195 pastor E, L. Habecker, Sr. and congregation built an educa.
tional annex t¢ the church., 7This edwcational unit was a brick structure
which hammonized with the original church building, It was 30' x 50' with

a full 10! basement, which had space for the primary department, kitchen,
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and, two rest rooms. The entire upstairs was used for the Junlor and
Junior High Departments of the Sunday school. It gave sdded room so that
the F.M.Y,, C.Y.0. clzsses, and, other church functions could have room
for their respsctive mestings and gatherings, These facilities were also
used by some of the orgenizations in the community.

Some of the activities of the church that have muade it a growing
church were: (1) Tws community surveys have been made in one year with
good results, (2} publication of current events reach a large number of
people through the mailing 1list, (3) careful followup of absentees and
new prospects, by cards, literature and eells, (4) each year there is a
well-conducted Daily Vacation Bible School held for the ehildren of all
faiths, énd, (5) a regular cottage prayer meebting was held each week.

Within the past few years the sanctuary has been newly redecorated,
a new suspended c¢eiling with florescent lighting has been added, a public
sddress éystem was installed, and, every Sunday school room has been
improved‘Bl |

Mrs, Bessise Clark is the only surviving charter member Qf the

church.32

Linecoln Park, In the summer of 1925 three families came from the

Detroit Second Church and held cottage prayer meetings in Lineoln Park,

There were some [ennoniles whoe attended these meetings and they contri-

B&P@r$0ﬂal interview of Vincent . Meyers, Detroit, Miechigan, to
the author, July 14, 1966,

BE?ﬁwsanal interview of Charlie Holsted, Detroit, Michigan, to
the author, July 173, 1966,
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buted spirituel encouragement to them,

During these years Hr, Otlo Saterbsk attended the Detroit 3econd
Chureh and fell lead to come to the Lincoln Park arvea fo begin az Sunday
achools In good weather this Sunday school was held in 2 tent next to
the Pearce's home, and in bad weather they were held inside the home,

It was here that the Linecoln Park Pree Methodist Church was organiszed
with seven charter members,

A store building was rented which was located on Fort 3treet nesar
Cicotto. Shortly thereafter, another store building was rented for serw
vices on the corner of Southfield and Austin,

In 1928 a lot was purchased and 2 basement church was built only
two Ylocks firom the store where the services had been held, under the
direction of ¥r, Saterbak.

In 1929 David ¥, Wells and his wife were appointed to the Redford
and Lineoln Park area as pastor, The following year the Linesln Park
area was. separated from the Redford area and made into a cirewit,

In 1932 the first house was rented for the parsonage. In 1933 the
e¢ircuit was left "to be supplied® and during this year a house was pure
chased in Detroit and moved to Lincoln Park, This house wms used as the
center of worship,

W¥nder the pastoral leadership of J. B, Marris the upper structure
of the new church was begun, It was completed under pastor %W. ¥. Abbott
and in July, 1943 the church was dedicated.

The educational unit was built during the time that Ralph Cleveland

and his wife2 was the pasbor.
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In 1959 D, A. Parrott and his wife were appointed to the church,
In 1960 the house next to the church was purchased, Later two lots were

purchased near the church and & parsonage was built.33

Garden City. In 1928 while A. W. Downer was pastor of the Redford
Free Methodist Church, cottage prayer meetings were started in Garden City.

In 1933 the society mas incorporated. One hundred feet of Zfrontage
on inkster Boad and Beechwood, were purchased fyrom the State of Michigan
and it was here that they moved a frame sanctuary at the cost of &775.00.
An additional forty feet of frontage was purchased for a parsonage, which
was caﬁpleted in 1951 while Luella Heltzer was pastor.

In one decade this farming community grew to 40,000 with literally
100,000 within easy reach of the church, The Michigan Conference looked
upon this location as a vital area ripe for church extension. In 1957 the
Men's Fellowship of the conference and the Board of Agressive Evangelism
raised $20,000.00 for the purpose of relocating this church and the huilde
ing of a new one, Under the pastoral direction of Hobert Marston, this
project was completed,

The Sunday school atte ance increased, the number of cherch members
grew, and, dozens of families were won to Christ and the church. The
church facilities were not large emough, so a new church house-parsonage
was begun in 1960 and completed in 1961, This building has seven class.

rooms, In the back of it there was a medical c¢linic, Other improvements

33Persemal interview of D, A, Parrott, Lincoln Park, Michigan,
to the author, Jwly 13, 1966,
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included paved parking for 100 ecars, padded pews, landseaping, and, a
new Warlitzer Organ with chimes,
This conference project proved to be a wise venture. It has con-

tinued to yield significant spiritual di?idends.ja

Chariotte, About sixty years ago, a ¥Wr. Joe Hawkins of Vermontville,
Michigan prayed that there might bs a Free Methodist Church built in
Chariotte, Michigan., His faith assured him that shortly there would be
a Free Methodist Church, Shortly thereafter a Mr. Bolce Lovett of
Battle Creek drove to Charlotte to hold cottage prayer meetings in the
home of the Willism Cains,

In 1935 Lawerence ¥, Gibbs was appointed pastor at Grand Ledge and
Charlotte by the Horth Michigan Conference, Services were held on Sune
day afternoons in vhat was the Harris Avenue Baptist Church, The free
Methodist Church was organized at Charlotte July 26, 1936 by pastor Gibbs,

At the foll wing conference Harold Fleck was appointed pastor,
Unfer his leadership a2 new church was built and it was dedicated on June
M, 1940 by the late Bishop Emeritus Mark D, Ormston.

The first parsonage was built in 1941 under %the leadership of
pastor Walker H, Jordon,

Through the generosity of a layman Mr, Bert Post, ground was nade
available for the btuilding of a new church, Soon after the church was

built, an addition was added onto it, which gave added auditorium space

2
’uPersenal interview of Clemment Parr, Garden City, Michigan, to

the author, July 13, 1966.
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and Sunday school rooms.

The General Conference of the Free Methodist Church of 1951 was
held at Hillsdale, Michigan and at that time Charlotte was admitted as
a member of the Michigan Conference,

Vincent Meyers served this society for six years, During his pas-
torate a building was purchased next to the parsonage and remodeled for
an activity building. At that time there was a marked interest in the
young people. This group of young people developed into one of the most
outstanding youth groups in the conference., Many of these young people
accepted responsibilities in the church and community and others have
gone into full time Christian service.35

In 1964 pledges were signed for a proposed church, The land was
secured in tw sections across from the Juﬁior High 3chool on the Battle
Creek Highway, This past year pastor Byron J. Hurd and congregation
broke ground for the building of a new church, The building cost nearly
$121,000.00. While in this building program, they have rented the base-
ment of the Federal Savings and Loan Building for the Junior High Depart-
ment of the Sunday school., In the midst of these building programs the
church has continued to maintain a full schedule of activities for all

36

church departments,

Dearborn, Mrs. Ethel Allen was converted in January 1928 in a

35Perscmal correspondence of Elizabeth Myers, Charlotte, Michigan,
to ¥, Dale Cryderman, Spring Arbor, Michigan, 1952,

36Personal interview of Byron J. Hurd, Charlotte, Michigan, to the
author, July 16, 1966,
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holiness-believing Methodist Church, Shortly thersafter, she and her
family moved to Dearborn, Michigan, She found that the churches in the
area were not holiness centered. Hsar soul longed for this tyse of preacha
ing and she prayed that in God's Providence, He would give to Dearbtorn a
holiness centered church, God was already answering her prayer, and in
1936 a man, who had started a mission on Michigan Avenue, approached
pastor L. L. Kelly of the ¥Wayne Free Methodist Church and asked him if he
would be interested in continuing the mission work. fThe pastor and his
congregation, realizing the opportunities for such a work in the city wmade
famous by Henry Ford's motor empire, agreed to hold services on Sunday
afterncons and prayer services on Friday nights, These ps&ople were asw
sisted by the other Fres Methodist Churches in the area.

Mr, and #Hrs, O. E, Hilgrove, who were members at the Wayne Free
Methodist Church, living in Dearborn, had begun to invite a number of
neighborhood children into their home each Sunday for a Bible lesson,
These children became part of the Sunday school after the Dearborn Church
was built,

In 1938 at the Annual Michigan Conference it was decided to start
a church in the Dearborn area, and that would be sponsored by the ¢one
ference. A family gave some land for the purpose of beginning a new
church, Eventually this was sold and three lots in a more suitable area
were purchased én Quter Drive, A portable schoolhouse was purchased in
Ann Artor and moved to Dearborn.

After this building was remodeled Lloyd ¥nox held a waek of special

services in it, The conference appointed Herbert Parks as its first pastor.
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On QOctober 2, 1938 the society became a reality with ten charter members.
Within a half year at least a dozen other people joined the church or
transferred from some other society., ¥, Dale Cryderman was one person
who had worked on the building project from the beginning, Although his
membership had not yet been transferred, he was elected their first Sunday
school superintendent.

In March 1942 a basement was dug for the parsonage just in time
to avoid wartime restrictions. W%hen the house was completed it was debt
free., This was achieved because much of the labor was donated and the
professional laborers charged only a token wage for their services.

A new church was begun in 1951 and was styled along Colonial lines.
In 1951 the church was dedicated, i

Under the pastoral leadership of Frank VanValin, a $250,000.00
building project was completed in 1965, which included a new sanctuary
that holds 603, The space of the educational plant was doubled. The
old parsonage was removed and four additional properties were purchased,

A new parsonage was inc¢luded in the previous buildingvproject.

An assistant pastor was hired in 1964, This has enabled the church
to perform an effective ministry in community outreach,

There are plans now being finalized to begin a new congregation and
church in Taylor Township about five miles away. This church will te the
product of the Dearborn congregation,

A distinetive emphasis of this church was their eultivation of the
entire family, ¥Wednesday evening was family night. Everyone in the family

had a place to go and had something to do, The church's emphasis upon the



107

entire family has become the model for the ¥ree Methodist Church around
the world, Apart from a Free Methodist Church related College, this

church is the largest Free Methodist Church in North ﬁ;merica.37

Bangor. The Noack family along with others had been praying that
a Freé Methodist Church would be raised up in Bangor, Michigan, At the
Michigan Annual Conference in 1946 Mr, Leonard Soldan was appointed supply
pastor for the Bangor Circuit, The Conference Board of Evangelism had
surveyed this field and had laid the ground work for a new church,

The Free Methodist Church in Bangor was officially on December 5,
1946 organized by Conference Superintendent E. 4. Cutler,

The present parsonage served as the church and parscnage until
August 1949 when a new church was completed. The church is a cinder block
type of building. This church was dedicated on November 13, 1949 by Dr.
W, C. Mavis,

The major part of the construction of a new sanctuary was completed
~during the pastorate of Herbert L. Wewland.

In 1960 Earl . McBonald came to this society and under his leader-
ship the following was completed: (1) Considerable remodeling of the
foyer, (2) a Wurlitizer Organ was purchased, (3) a floor covering was in-
stalled in the church, (4) the new church and the old chapel in 1963 were
bricked, (5) new folding chairs were bought, (6) a forty foot light spire

was built, (7) a brick bulletin board was put up, and, (8) the ground

37Personal interview of Frank VanValin, Dearborn, Michigan, to the
author, July 13, 1966,
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around the church was landscaped.

One of the unisue projects of this church has been their "pew pro-
ject,"® A local land-owner znd a friend of the church donated to the church
a stand of red oak trees for the purpose of supplying enough lumber for the
pews of the church, A local custom cabinet maker pledged to build the pewus
out of this woods These pews were heavy, laminated,‘and, padded, They

saved the church over $3,000,00, In 1966 these peus were dedica‘c,ef.h}3

Pulaski., Through the vision of W, Dale Cryderman and Charles
Kingsley a Sunday school was started at Pulaski, Michigan., This was a
pléce ahére ministerigl students from Spring Arbor could come and receive
some prectical experience,

| The nucleus of the church was made up of the Ed lLogan's and the
Stanford Densmore's who lived in the community. Soon thereafter other
Free Methodist families moved into the community, and with the help given
by the Spring irbor students and a few laymen from Spring Arbor, a church

was built,
In 1953 the Michigan Conference assmmed responsibility for this

work, Up to this time, this work had been in charge of the Spring Arbor
students, dJohn ¥W. ¥yndman was appointed pastor in 195% andé in 1955 the
society was organized with 14 charter members., In 1955, a lot and base«
ment were purchased, In 1957 work uas started on the upper strueture,

The basement was enlarged and the upper part of the church was finished

s

Jg?&r&enal eorrespondence of Earl ¥, McDonald, Rangor, Michigan,
to ¥, Dale Cryderman, 3pring Arbor, Michigan, April, 1966,
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enough so that by 1958 services could be held, In 1960 the chwrch was
dedicsted by Bishop Emeritus Leslie R, ¥Marston.

A parsonsge plan has been accepted by the soclety and will be come

pleted before 1947,

Deerfield, In the spring of 1588 a group of Christisn people met
in tﬁ@ home of Henry Thﬁmpsen for a'time of protracted meetings, This
meeting lasted seven weeks; ?raﬁk Jay was the first convert.

The people continved to meet in different homes in the ares for
prayer mestings for one year. In the summer they would meet in Thompson's
grove every other Sunday for preaching. Soon thereafter it was voted to
build a church st Townline, Having dene this, they wished to join with
the Free Methodist Denominstion. After they had joined, Furton R, Jomes,
the District Eider, dedicated the church.

The church growth was slow, bult it continued for many years. Later
this chureh united with Petersburg in 1941 which they called the Petersburg
and Townline Free Methodist Church., Then in 1961 the church voted unanimouse
ly to accept zn oifer of property in Deerf{ield by the Deerfield Gospel
Temple., The offer consisted of the Free Methodist taking the Deerfield
Church and making it 2 Free Methodist Church, Also the parsonage was given
to the Free Methodist for the sum of £73,000,00 providing that the former
pastor Earl ?r&kag be granted to live there until his death,

In 1965, 2,1 acres of land was purchased next to the church. The

3§Fers@m&l correspondence of Edith Deunsmore, Hanover, Michigan,
to W, Dale Cryderman, Spring Arber, Michigan, nd.
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church will be expanding their faeilities in the near future.aﬁ

Portage. The Poftage Free Methodist Church was made up of those
individuals that belonged to the Vicksburg Free Methodist Church and the
Free Methodists who already lived in Portage.

The Vicksbhurg Society was an outgrowth of a tent meeting in 1912
held by several laymen from Kalamazoc and Zpring Arbor. The church was
organized im 1912 at Vicksburg, Michigan with 24 charter mewbers,

Church services were held someplace in towm and, in 1915 a building
WAS pdrch&seﬁ ifrom the Pace Printing Company and converted into a church,
Tn 1941 a youth building was built, Progress had been very slow in the
churéh at Vieksburg and these people started thinking sbout relocating in
some other aresa.

There uere several familiss that belonged te the Xalamazoo Iree
Methodist Church who lived in Portage, These people were challenged with
the prospect of having a Free Methodist Church in the community where they
lived., Uorking with Conference Superintendent Oryderman, the old Vickse
burg property wuas sole and these people went to Portage and with the Free
Methodist families already there, a new church was built,

A loeal school building was rented. The gymnesium was used for the
worshlp service and the class rooms used for the Sunday school. In August
of 1962, a2 three bedroom ranch iype home was purchased st the cost of

$19,000.00,

bﬂ?eraamal correspondence of Joseph Be Graysill, Deerfield, Michigan,
to the suthor, December 17, 1966,
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In ¥ay of 1967 a three acre church site was purchased. In 1964

the church was dedicated by Bishop Emeritus J, Paul Taylor. The seating
capacity of the church was two hundred thirty-five. The church was carpeted
from wall to wall and the platform area was made more attractive by a brick
planter enclosing the choir area, It was equipped with a nursery near
rest room facilities, The pastor's study was located near the front of the
church aznd is easily found and available to other areas of the church. In
the basement, there are eleven class rooms, a youth chapel, and space for
three Sunday school departments., Total cost of the building was in the

neighborhood of %a,ooo.ao.m

Niles. The Niles Free Methodist Church was the result of the fore-
sight ¢f the Sguthern Michigan Conference when it was presented with the
rossibilities of building a Free Hethodist work in Niles, Michigans ©On
January 2, 1966 the Niles Free Methodist was organized. This project was
under the guidance of the Conference Board of Aggressive Evangelism and
the Conference Superintendent,

This congregation called upen the Free Methodist Church for leader-
ship in the building of the ¥ingdom of Ged in Niles, Michigan. This group
of people was dedicated, and within a few months their dedication was re-
vealed in their attendance in all of the church's services.,

The conference provided a portable Sunday school unit for its

immediate needs. This stood along side a little chapel which was formerly

hl?ersonal interview of Merlin C, Baker, Portage, Michigan, teo
the aunthor, July 13, 1966,
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used by the Friends. Recently the church purchased five acres of land on
the Niles-Buchanan Road west of Niles. Plans are now being finalized to

start the construction of the Niles Free Mathodist Church,.z"'2

ugParsgna‘l interview of B, G. Hartman, Niles, Michigan, to the
author, July 12, 1966,
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CHAPTER V
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

It was the purpose of this study to investigate the historical
development of the Southern Michigan Conference of the Fres Methodist
Church frem ite beginning to the pressnt time, for the purpose of dis-
covering the reasons for its existence and the factors that determined

I. OSUMMARY
. Religion has played a very important part in the historical de-
velopment and growth in the State of Michigan. BRoth Catholie and Pro~

testant missionaries came to Michigan and established their religious
movements,

Two of these missionaries were the T, 3. LabDuez who were répresenta-
tives of the ree Hethodist Church, They came to Michigan preaching the
Gospel message of biblical holiness, which reflected the spirit of the
Free Methodist Church, Two other missionaries were the Reverend Edward
P. Hart and his wife who were instrumental in helping the Free HMethodist
Church become established in the State,

Chapter Two contained the beginning of both the Hethodist and Free
Methodist Churches., A brief summary was given about the beginning and
development of the Methodist Chureh. It was started by John and Charles
Wesley with their distinctive message of perfect love. The Wesleyan Movew

went was assisted in its growth through the c¢lass meeting and through lay
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preaching, Be¢suse of a deviation within the Methodist Church f£rom its

original Wesleyan emphasis with respect to Christian doctrine, worship,
and, experience, it made it imperative that a new church structure ke
created in order to perpetuate the distinctiveness of the Wesleyan Movew
ment. This found its expression in the formation of the Free Methodist
Church,

Through the effective ministry of Hart and others many people were
converted to Christ., within one year the group had multiplied to such
proportions that a separate district was formed and was called the Michi~
gan District of the Illinois Conference of the Free Methodist Church,

The growth of the ¥Michigan Conference was phenomenal so that by
1887 it had helped to start the Horth Michigan, Ohio, and, Indiana
Conferences.

Chapter Three emphasized the period of organization, growth,
stability, and, aceelerated growth and outreach of the Southern Michigan
Conferences Because of its accelerated growth the Michigan Conference
was divided into the Horth Michigan Con erence and Michigan Conference,
Then the Morth Michigan Conference was divided into the North and East
Michigan Conferences while the conference to the south still retained
the name of the Michigan Conference, However, in 195 the Michigan Cone
ference changed its name to the Southern Michigan Conference,

Baphasis was placed upon the importance of the Sunday school., They
were first mentioned in 1866, Contimned promotion of the Sunday school
was revealed in the Sunday sehool statistical numbering,

Throughout its history, special emphasis was made on both home
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and foreign missions. In some of the local churches it was diseclosed that
their emphasis on wissions resulted in some people goling out as missionaries,
In other churches distinctive emphasis resulied in a larger missionary bude
get.

During the Friday session of the seventh annual conference in 1371
a meeting was planned for Monday morming to consider the subject of ed-
ucation, A committee was set up to investigate this area. The result of
this organization was the founding of a school at 3pring Arbor, Michigan.
HMajor emphasis has been placed upon this school throughout the history of
the conierence and continued emphasis still is given.

The area of Christian Literature was not overlooked by the ton.
ference, A committes was formed which functioned in the area of sanctione
ing good Christian literature.

At the seventh session of c¢onference in 1871, the committee on
secret socleties took a strong stand against all secret societies. This
stand on the secret socigties still stands teoday.

The fourth session of annual conference in 1868 denounced all types
of intemperance, The dencuncing of intemperance was preached from the pul-
pits from that time to the present. Totbacco and lisuor were the two main
evils that were discussed the mosts A social action committee was formed
in 1965 and its function was to concern itself with the economiec, politiecal,
and, social problems of the day as they relate o the work of the church
and to the lives of the pecple.

The last sixteen years of the conference revealed a renewal of

church expansions ¥very church within the tounds of the conference made
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some improvement during these years, Most of the churches either built
or bought new churches, parsonages or both, Plans are now being finalized
in many churches for the enlarging, remodeling, or, the construction of
new btuildings,

The campground located near Jackson, Michigan have greatly en-
hanced the unity of the conferenice. These grounds are located near the
middle of the conference which make it accessible for everyone.

| Chapter four contained a review of each of the thirty-one churches
of the conference, The emphasis upon felocating and werging of societies
accounts for the number of churches, With very few execeptions, there is

a Free Methodist Church in most all of the larger cities in Michigan.
II. CONCLUSIOHS

Through the research completed, the conclusions that have been
drawn from this investigation are:

1, The Methodist Church expelled several of their leaders, The
reasons given for expulsion were moral. However, the real issue was theoe
logical, The accused i@aﬁe&é were convinced that they must preach the
doctrine of scriptural holiness. Because they inéisted that this emphasis
was btasic to their Christian faith, they were exilef from the Methodist
Church, It ie therefore concluded that under certain gonditicns it is
sometimes necessary to sllow oneself to be separated from a parent church
body in order that the integrity of the Christian message be preserved.
This conclusion is drawn in spite of the overwhelming trend to sacrifice

doctrinal eonvictions in favor of organic union,
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2. I% was observed that the Free Methodigt Church in Michigan had
a rapid growth due to the sfforts of both clergy and laity. Therefore it
is concluded that the secret to church growth is an active aggressive
cooperative witness of woth the clergy and laity.

3. It was Zfurther ohserved that the Southern Michigen Conference
of the Pree Methodist Church was consistently missionary minded throughe
out its history. Recauses of this emphasis young people felt the eall to
missionary service and the menbership expressed its missionary compassion
through intercessory prayer and genercus financial contributions to misw
gionary causes. Therefore it is concluded that a missionary minded church
will produce missionaries,

Ly It was alsc observed that the Scuthern ¥ichigan Conference of
the Free Msthodist Church had a deep interest in Christian Education. This
interest resulted not only in active Junday schools but zlso in the estabe
lishment of an accredited liberal arts cocllege st Spring Arbor, Michigan.
This c¢ollege has helped provide an educated leadership for many of the
local churches, bpth ministerial and lay, Therefore it is concluded that
an active interest in and support of Christian Bducation at all levels
is imperative if the Christian church is to enjoy adeguate and gualified
leadership.

5+ 1t was observed that one of the sscrets of the growth of the
Southern ¥ichigsn Conference in the last 16 years was the strategic re.
location of some local aongregations, and the merging of others. It is
therefore concluded that in this day of extreme mobility and centralization

of population in urbsn centers it is imperative that the church be on the
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alert continually to shifts of its membership and movements of population
t¢ insure continued growth in the future,

6. It uas observed that the purchase of a conference campground
at Jackson, Michigan had a unifying effect on the whole Southern Michigan
Conference. It is therefore concluded that a ecommon ecampground for a unit
of church organization can be a unifying sgency if it 4s used to draw
people from all sections from its constitueney to a central location for
camps and conferences, |

7. It was observed that in some instances local congregations grew
to capacity in present church buildings, btut made no plans for building
expansion until they were over~crowded. By the time an adequate building
progran got under way, some of the people were lost %o the church, It is
therefore concluded that local churches should constantly be alert to the
necessity for expansion especially when they enjoy periods of graduzl or
unusual growth and activate plans for expansion before a saturation point

is reached,
III, AHBAR FOR FUHTHER STUDY

The recommendations which follow are suggesztions for further study,.

1, A further investigation ¢ould be made of the auxiliary amms of
the conference such as the Women's Missionary 3ociety, the Free Methodist
Youth, the Christian Youth Crusaders, and, the Light and Life Men's Fellowe
ship, q

2 A speecizlized and more comprehensive study of eaech local church,

including historieal aspects which had to be omitted in this study because
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of limitations of time and space.
3. A study of the history of the very successful denominational

radio program " The Light and Life Hour."
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APPENDIX A

Oetober 29, 1965

Mr. Richard Roth
L200 S, E. Jennings Ave.
Portland 22, Oregon

Dear Richard:

PP SAV O OGCINE M EROPORPEDRTEN RV ENGCT IR RV SRSV NP U PETEUDNGEID ORI DEROTFOIIREOTIDY

Whatever happened with your idea about writing a history of the Southern
Michigan Conference? We would like to work with you on this if it seemed
practical in your school year.

BVISFPRORNLQENDOENOEFIPRBDENOLAGECOOOAONADIRHQEOV RSO NIOPTOOIEROS R OLAVEIOISIRROGONY
)
Sincerely yours,

Dale Cryderman, Supt.

1Per$9na1 correspondence of i, Dale Cryderman, Spring Artor, Michi.
Michigan, to the author, October 29, 1965,
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AFPENDIN B

The IZollowing is the article, "Hew School Methodism," pubtlished

in the Xoribern Independent which gave the basis for the Free Methodist

Chareh,
HEWSCHOOL METHODISH

Ths best seed, sown from year to year on poor soil, gradually de-
generates, The acorn, from the sgtately oak, planted upon the arid plaln,
becomes a stinted shrub, Ever since the f£2l1l, the human heart has proved
a soil unflavorsble to the growth of truth,

Hoxious weeds flourish everywhere spontaneously, while the useful
grains reguire diligent cultivatlon,

Correct principles implanted in the mind nsed constant attention,
ot monstrous errors will overtop them and rool them out. Every old
nation tellg the tale of her own degeneracy, and points ts the golden
age when truth and justice reigned among men,

Beligious truth is not sxempt from this 1lisbility to corruption.

"God will take care of his own cause,” is a maxim often quoted by the
cowardly and the compromising, as an apology for their hase defection,

When His servants are faithful %o the trusts reposed in them, it is glorious-
ly true; when they waver, His cause suffers. The churches planted by the
Apostles, and watered by the blood of martyrs, now outvie heathenisa

itself in their corruptions. MNo other parts ¢f the wrld are so inaccessibile

to gospel truth as those eountries where the Romish and Greek Churches hold

dominion,
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As a denomination, we are just as liabhle to £21l by corrupting in.
fluences, as any were that have flourished vefore us, Ve enjoy no immunity
from danger. A4lready there is springing up among us a class of preachers
whose teaching is very different from that of the fathers of Methodisam,
They méy be found here and there throughout our Zion; but in the Genesee
Conference they aet as an assoclate body. They number about thirty. During
the last session of this Conference, they held several secret meetings, in
which they ¢oncerted a plan %o carry their measures and spread their docC-
trines. They have openly made the issue in the Conference. It is divided,.
Two distinct parties exist. With the one or fhe other every preacher is
in sympathy. This difference is fundamenfal. It does not relate to things
indifferent, but to those of the most vital importance, It involves no-
thing less than the nature itself of Christianity,

In showing the doctrines of the New~School Methodists, we shall
quote from The Adwvoeate of the seet, published at Buffalo., This is the
organ of the party. It is sustained by them. They act as its zgents.
there their influence prevails, it is ciroculated to the exclusion of other
religious papers. Its former title was "The Buffalo Christian Advocate,?
But since its open avowal of the new doctrines, it has significantly drop-
ped from its caption the expressive word, "Christian.,” This 9mi$$i@n‘is
full of wmeaning. It is, however, highly proper, as we shall see when we
examine its new theory of religion, We commend the editor for this in.
stance of honesty. It is now simply "The Advocate;® that is, the only
Advocate ofvthe tenets it defends.

The ¥ew-School Methodists affect as great a degree of liberalism
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as do Theodore Parker and ¥rs. Newman. They profess "charity® for every=
body except their brethren of the 0ld Sehool, IXn an article on " Creeds,"
published in The Advocate of April 16th, under the signature of %,, the
Rev, writer - a prominent New- chool minister ~ lays it on te "the sects
whose watchword is a creed,” in a manner not unmorthy of Alexander Canpe
bell himself, He says, "Ho matter how holy and blameless a man's life
may be, if he has the temerity to gquestion any tenet of 'orthedoxy,’
he is at once, in due ecclesiastical form, consigned to the Devil, as
a heretic and infidel, Thus are fetters of a spiritual despotism thrown
around the human reason, « « « And so it has come %o pass, that in the
estimation of multitudes, the teachings of Paul are eclipsed by the
theories of Calvin, snd the writings of John Wesley are held in higher
veneration than the inspired wrds of 3t., John,” Is not that a modest
charge?

But their thecry of religion is more fully set forth in the lesd-
ing editoriszl of The Advocate for May li4th, wnder the title, "Christianity
a Religion of Beneficence rather than of Devotion," Though it appears
as editorial, we have good reason to believe that it was written by a
leading Hew-School member of the (enesee Conference. It has not been
disavowed by that party. Though it has been before the public for
wonths, ne one has expressed a dissent from its positions, It is fair
to presume that it represents the views of the leaders of this new move.
ment.

It says, "Christianity is not characteristically a system of de-

votion. It has none of those features which must distinguish a religion
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grounded on the idea, that to adore the Divine character is the most
imperative obligation resting upon human beings. It enjoins the observance
of but very few sacred rites; nor does it prescribe any particular mode for
paying homage to the Deity. It eschews all exterior forms, and teaches
that they who worship God must worship X¥im in spirit and in trxth.”

The 01d-School Methodists hold, that "to adore the Divine charactey®
is the most imperative obligation resting upon human beings; that Christian-
ity has all of those features that must distinguish a religion grounded
on this idea, That he who worships God rightly, will, as a necessary con-
Bequente, possess all social and moral virtues; that the gospel does not
leave its votaries to choose, if they please, the degrading rites of
heathenism, or the superstitious abominations of Popery; but prescribes
prayer and praise, and the observance of the sacraments of baptism and
the Lord's Supper, "as particular modes of paying homage t¢ the Deity.”
That there is no necessity for antagonism, as Infidels and ¥niversalists
are wnt to affimnm, between spiritual worship and the forms of worship
instituted by Christ,

The following sneer is not unwrthy of Thomas Paine himself, It
falls below the dignity of Voltaire. ‘' Christianity in nowise gives
countenance to the supposition, that the Great Jehovah is so affected
with the infimmity of vanity, as to receive, with peculiarly grateful
emotions, the attention and offerings which poor human creatures may pay
directly to Him in worship.®

The skove may be sufficient to show what Christienity is not, in

the opinion of these Wew-School Divines, Let us now see what it is. " The
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characteristic idea of this system is benevolence; and its practical reali.
zation is achieved in heneficence. It consecrates the principle of Charity,
and instructs its votaries to regard good works as the holiest sacrifice,
and the most acceptable which they can bring to the Almighty,”

"Whatever graces may be necessary to constitute the inner Christian
life, the c¢hief and principal one of these, is love to man. . + « The
great condition upon which one becomes a participant of the gospel sal-
vation, is some practical exhibition of sell.abnegation, of self.sacrifice
for the good of others, Co sell all that thou hast, and give to the poor,
were the only terms of salvation which Christ proposed to the young man
who, otherwise, was not far from the kingdom of heaven,'

The 0ld-School Methodists hold thsat benevolence is only one of the
fruite of true religlon, but by no means the thing itself. In their view,
*the prinecipal grace of the imner Christian 1life® is love to God; and "the
most acceptable ssorifice” we can render Him, is a broken and contrite
heart. They teach that the great ¢endition upon which one becomes "a
participant of the gospel salvation® is faith in Christ.preceded by re-
pentance., They read in the gospel that the young man referred to, was
comsanded by Christ to "Come, take up the cross and follow me.,” The
giving of bis goods to the poor was only preparatory to this.

The Hew-3chool Methodists hold that Justification and entire
sanetification, or holiness, are the same; that whem a sinner is pardoned,
he 3¢ at the szme time made holy; that 211 the spiritual change he may
henceforth expset, is simply a growth in grace, Vhen they speak of

"Holiness,” they mean by it the same as do evangelical minlsters of those
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denominations which do not receive the doctrines taught by wesley and
Fletcher on ‘this subjeect.

Aecording to the 0ld.School Methodist, merely Jjustified persons,
while they do not outwardly commit sin, are conscious of sin still re-
maining in the hearte-such as pride, self.will, and unbelief. They
continually feel a heart bent to backsliding; a natural tendency to evil:
a proneness to depart frow Cod, and c¢ling to the things ¢f earth,.-.Those
that are sanetified wholly are saved from all inuwsrd sin, from evil
thoughts, and evil tempers, ¥o wrong temper, none contrary to love,
remains in the soul, All the thoughts, words and actions, are governed
by pure love,

The HWew-3chool ministers have the frankness to acknowledge that
their doctrines are not the doctrines of the Church, They have undere
taken to correct the teachinge of her standard authors. In the same
editorial of The Advocate, from which we have quoted so largely, we read:
B0 in the aﬁa?gises and means of grace instituted by the Chureh, it is
clearly apparent that respect is had, rather to the excliation of the
rveligious sensibilities, and the culture of emotional plety, than the
development of genial and humane dispositions, and the formation of habits
of active, vigorous goodness,®

Here the evils complained of are charged upon " the exereises and
means of grace, instituted by the Church,” -.They do not result from a
perversion of the means of grace, hut are the effects intended to be
produced in their institution. It is the Church, then, that is wrong.-

and so far wrong that she doss not even alm at the developaent of proper
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Christian character, " The means of grace,"! in the use of which as Asbury,
an 0lin, a Hedding, and a host of worthies departed and living, were
nurtured to spiritual manhood, must be skolished; and others, adapted to
the development of genial and humane dispositions,® established in their
place. The lodge must supersede the class and the love~feast; anid the
old~fashioned prayer-meeting must give way to the social partyi! Those
who adopted or founded “the exercises and means of grace ingtituted by
the Chureh! ~.Paul snd Petergkthe Martyrs, and Reformers, Luther and Wesley,
Calvin and Bdwards--zll have failed to comprehend the true idea of
ChriStiahity; for these all held that the sinner was justified by Faith
in Christ, and not ke " some practical exhibition of seli-abnegation.”
The honor of distinetly apprehending and clearly stating the true genius
of Christianity, was reserved for a few divines of the nineteenth century!
In our next we shall show the usages and results, so far as de-

veloped, of Hew-School Hethodism,
USAGES*RESILTS

Differing thus in thelr views of religion, the 0ld and New~School
Methodists necesssrily differ in their measures for its promotion, The
latter build stoek churches, and furnish them with pews to accommodate a
select ©ongregation; and with orgsns, melodeons, violins, and profes~
sional singers, to execute difficult pileces of music for a fashionable
audience, The former favor free churches, congregational singing, and
gpirituality, simplicity snd fervency in worship. They endeavor te pro-

mote revivals, deep and thorough; such gs were common under the labors of
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the Fathers; such as have made Methodism the lea ing denomination of the
land, The leaders of the Wew Divinity movement are not remarkabile for
promoting revivals; and those which do, occasionally, occur among then,
may generally be characterized as the editor of The Advocate designated
one which fell under his notice, as "splendid revivals.® Preachers of
the o0ld stamp urge upon all who would gain heaven, the necessity of self-
deniale-non-conformity to the world-~purity of heart and heliness of life;
while the others ridicule singularity, encourage by their silence-~and
in some tases by their owm example, and that of their wives and daughtersw-
" the putting on of god and costly apparel,” and treat with distrust all
professions of deep Christian experience, When these desire to raise
monsy for the benefit of the Chureh, thsy have recourse to the selling of
peus to the highest hidder; to parties of pleasure, oyster suppers, fairs,
grab-tays, festivals and lotteries., The others, for this purpose, appesl
to the love the people bear to Christ, In short, the 0ld-School Methodists
rely for the spread of the gospel upon the agency of the Holy Ghost and
the purity of the Church, The Hew.3chool Methodist appear %¢ depend upon
the patronage of the worldly, the favor of the proud and the aspiring,
and the various artifices of worldly policy.

If this diversity of opinion and of practice among the ministers
of our densmination was confined t¢ one Conference, it would be com.
paratively unimportant, But urmistakable indications, show that prosgperity
is producing upon us, as a denomination, the same intoxicating effect that
it too often does upon individuals and societies. The change, by the

(enersl Conference of 1852, in the rule of Discipline requiring that all
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our houses of worship should be built plain, and with Iree seals; and that
of the last General Conference, in the section respecting dress, show that
there are alfa&éy‘taa many amonz us, who would take down the barriers that
have hitherto separvated us from the world, The fact that the removal is
gradual, so as not to sxcite too much atten ion and commotion, renders
it none the less alarwing,

ivery lover of the Church must feel a deep anxiety to know what
is to be the result of thisz new order of things., If we may Jjudge by its
effects in the Genesse Conference, since it has held sway there, it will
prove disastrous to us as a denomination., It so happensd, elther by
accident or Ly management, at the division of the (enesee Conference,
elght yesrs ago, that most of the unmanagesble veterans, who could nelther
be indueced to depart from the heaven-honored usages of Yethodism, Ly the
speclious ery of "progress,” nor to wink st such departures by the nild
expostulations of Bli, “wWhy do you thus, my son?® had their destination
upon ﬁh& east side of (eneses River. The first year after the division,
the East Genesse Conference had twenty superasmnuated preachers; ihe
Genesee Confervence but five, "Men of progress,” in the prime of life,
went west of the river and took possession of the Conference. For the
wost part, they have borne sway there ever since, Of late, the young men
of the Conference, uniting with the father«-and thus united, comprising a
majority of the Conference--~have endeavored to stop this "progress’ away
from the old paths of Methodism, But the "progressives’ make up in
management what they lack in numbers, Having fr e access at all times

to the ears of the Eplscopacy, they have succeeded, for the most part, in
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controlling the appolntments to the districts and most important stations.
I?, by reason of his obvicus filness, any impracticsble adherent of
primitive ¥ethodian has been sppointed to a distriet or first.class sta.
tion, he has usually been pursued, with untiring diligence, and hunted
from his position befove his constitulionsl term ewpived,

- In the bounds of the lenesee Conference, the pecple generally are
prepossessed in favor of Methodism, During the past sighl years, there
have been no exbernal canses operating there against our prosperity, that
do not operate at all times and in all places, ¥Within this perdod, the
nowinal increase of the Chureh in thatl Conference has been but ssvan
hundred and eighty. The Hast Oenesee Conference has had an inerease, withe-
in the same time, of about tuwe thousand five hundred., In order to have
simply kept pace with the population, there should have been, within the
bounds of the Gencsee Conference, one thousand six hundred and forty.three
more members than there are at present, That is, in eight years, under
the reign of Yew Divinity, the Church has suffered, within the bounds of
t is one Conference, a relative loss of fifteen percent in members,

The Seminary at Dima, 2t the time of the division seeond to none
in the land, hes, by the same kind of management, been brought to the
brink of {insncisl rein,

We have thug endeavored to give a falyr and impartisl representation
of Wew-School Methodism, Its prevalence in one Con erence has alrsady,
as %@ have seen, involved it in division and dissster, Let it generally
prevail, and the glory will depart from Methodism, She has a special

mission to accomplish., This ie, not to gather into her fold the proud
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and fashionable, the devolees of plessure snd anbition, bud, "o spread
soriplure holiness over these lands,” Her doctrines and her usages, her
hymns, her bistory and her spirilt, her noble achisvements in the past
and her bright prospects for the future, all forbid that she should adopt
an accommodating, compromising policy, pandering to Lhe vices of the
times, Lebt her go on, as she has done, insisting that the grest cardinal
truths of the gospel shall recelve a living embodiment in the hearis and
lives of her members, and Methodiem will contime %o be the favored of
Heaven, and the joy of the earth. But let her come doun from her position,
snd recelivs to her communion all those lovers of pleasure, and lovers of
the world, who are willing to pay for the privilege, and it needs no
prophet's visgion to foresee that Hethodiem will become a dead and corw
rapting body--endeavoring in vain to supply, but the erection of splendid
chmrehes, and the imposing performance of powerless cersmonles, the mani-
fested glory of the Divine presence, which once shone brightly in all her
zanctuaries,

"Thus saith the Lord, Btand ye in the ways and ses, and ask for the
old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest

for your souls.”
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AFPENDIX D

A map that shows the important places mentioned in the thesis,
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MICHIGAR COXFERENCE RECORDS, 1866-1966

APPENDIY E

President

B. T« Roberts

T,
T.
T.
T,
T,
T
T.
Po
T.
P,
T
P.
T.
P,
T,
P,

P,

B, T. Roberts

Roberts
Roberts
Roberts
Roberts
Roberts
Roberts
Roberts
Hart
Roberts
Hart
Roberts
Hart
Roberts
Hart
Roberts
Hart

Hart

Place Date
Raisinville, June 22, 1866
Michigan
Sherwood, September 25, 1866 Joseph Travis
Michigan ‘

Coldwater, August 23, 1867
Michigan

Raisinville, September 10, 1868 B,
Michigan

Ridgeway, September 10, 1869 B,
Michigan ’
Springfield, September 29, 1870 E,
Ohio

Spring Arbor,September 23, 1871 B,
Michigan ‘ '
Delta, September 25, 1872 B,
Ohio

St. Johns, September 25, 1873 B,
Michigan ’
Coopersville,September 23, 1874 B,
Michigan

Spring Artor,September 1, 1875 E.
Michigan ‘

Delta, September 20, 1876 B,
Ohio

Ridgeville, October 3, 1877 E.
Ohio '
Holland, September 25, 1878 3B,
Ohio

South Guiney.0ctober 8, 1879 E.
Michigan

Oakville, October 6, 1880 Be
Michigan

Spring Arbor,October 5, 1881 E.
Michigan A
Lawerence, October 4, 1882 Ho
Michigan

Spring Arbor,October 3, 1883 Ee
Michigan

Coldwater, October 1, 1834 E.
Michigan

Milan, September 9, 1885 BE.

Michigan

T.

Roberts

Secretary

P.

o P

He

Hart
Hart
Hart
Gitchell
Jones
Jones
Jones
Francisco
Jones
Jones
Springstein
James

J ames
James
James
James

James

Bradfield

Eradfield

Bradfield

Pradfield



22
23
2%
25

8 R

2
29
90

31

32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39

b
L2

43

L5

Decatur,
Michigan

October 6, 1886

Spring Arbor,0October 5, 1887

Michigan
Hartford,
Michigan
¥Kalamazoo,
Hichigan
Holloway,
Michigan
Sherwod,
Michigan .

Octobker 3, 1833

September 4, 1889
September 10, 1890

August

Spring Arbor,August 24, 1892

Michigan

South Quiney,sugust

Michigan:
Milen,
HMichigan
Adrian,
Michigan
Jackson,
Michigan
Kalanazoo,
HMichigan

Michigan
Addison,
Michigan

Montgonmery,

Michigan

* Adrian,

Michigan

South Haven, September 10, 1902

Michigan

23; 1893
August 29, 1894
August 28, 1895
August 19, 1596

August 18, 1897

~ Spring Arbor,dugust 10, 1898

Au ust 30, 1899
29,
August 21, 1901

August 1900

Battle Creek,fugust 26, 1903

Michigan

Spring Arbor,August 17, 1904

Hichigan

Battle Creek,August 23, 1905

Michigan
Coldwater,
Michigan
Kalamazoo,
Michigan
Ypsilanti,
Michigan
Adrian,
Michigan

Septambeg 1, 1906

Aagust 28, 1907
August 19, 1908
August 25, 1909

26, 1891

E. P, Hart

B, T, Roberts
E. P« Hart

Geo. We Coleman
B. T. Roberts
E. P, Hart

Geos We Coleman
EQ T; Hogue

E, P, Hart

Géo . | W, Coleman
B. R. Jones

%e Pe Hart

Geo. ¥We -Goleman

We Ae Sellew

B, R; Jones

E. P. Hart

Geo. We Coleman

We A, Sellew

jee)

+« R+ Jones

E, P. Hart
We Ts Hogue
We A; Sellew
B« R. Jones

William Pearce

A.
A.
A
As
A
A,
A
A
A,
A,
Iy
A,
A
A
A
A,
A.
A,
A.
A
L,

Fe

F.

Bradfield
Bradfield
Bradfield
Bradfield
Bradfield
Bradfield
Bradfield
Bfadfield
Bfadfield
Bradfield
Bradfield
Bfadfie&d
Bradfield
B;adfield
Biadfield
Bradfield
Bradfield
Bradfield
Bradfield

Bradfield

1he

Hy Mulholland

L, Baker
L. Baker

L. Baker



51

52
53

55

By R

59
60

61

62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69

Coldwater, August 24,
Michigan
Hilledale, August 23,
Michigan
Ypsilanti, August 21,
Michigan
Spring Arbor,August 20,
Hichigan
Jackzon, August 19,
Michigan

Battle Creek,iugust 13,
Michizen

Hishawaka, August 9,

Indiana

Detroit, August 15,
Michigan ‘

Spring Arbor,August 28,
Michigan '

Spring Arbor, August 27,
¥ichigan .
Ann Arbor, August 25,
Wichigan -
Fort Yayne, August 24,
Indiana

Spring Arbor, August 30,
Michigan :

Amn Arbor,  August 15,
Miehigan *

Spring Arbor,August 20,

Michigan

Penton Harbonlugust 19,
Mighigen
Ann Avbor, August 18,
Michigan

Spring Arbor,jugust 17,
Michigan
Spring Arvor,August 15,
Michigen
Spring Arbor,August 14,
Mieckigan ‘
Spring Arbor,August 20,
Michigan
Spring Arbor,August 19,
Michigan
Spring Arbor,August 17,
Wichigan
Spring Arbor,lugust 16,
Michigan

1910
1911
1912
1913
1914

1915

1916
1917
1918
1919
1920

194

1922
1923
192&
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930

1931

1932
1933

147

B¢ R. dones Fs L, Baker
W, A, Sellew Fs Lo Baker
B. Re Jones ¥, L. Baker
William Pearce F, L, Baker
We Te H@gua ?; L. Baker
We Ao Sellew  F, L. Baker
Je S; MeGeary F; L. Baker
William Pearce F. L. Baker
W, T. Hogue F; L. Baker
We A, Sellew ?; L. Baker
W Hi Clark F; L¢.Baker
william Pearce ¥, L. Eaker
D. 5. Warner ¥, L, Baker
A A, S@li@% F. L. Baker
W, H. Clark F. L. Baker
William Pearce [, L, Baker
». 5, Harner Fe L. Baker
We As Sellew e L. Baker
William Pearce ¥, L. Bzker
G. W. Griffth  F, L, Baker
A, D, Zahnizer F; L. Baker
B. J, Vincent Fo L; Baker
William Pearce F. L. Baker
G. W. Griffth ¥. L. Baker



70
71
72
73
h
75
76
77
78
(¢

81
82

83
8l

85

87

89

91

92
93

Spring Arbow,
Michigan
Spring Arbor,
Michigan
Spring Artor,
Michigan
Spring Arbor,
Michigan
Spring Arbor,
Michigan
Spring Arbor,
Michigan
Spring Arbtor,
Michigan
Spring Arbtor,
Michigan
Spring Arbor,
¥ichigan
Spring Arbor,
Michigan
Spring Arbor,
Michigan
Spring Arbor,
Michigan
Spring Arbor,
Michigan
Jackson,
Michigan
Jackson,
Michigan
Jackson,
Michigan
Jackson,
Michigan
Jacicson,
Michigan
Jackson,
Michigan
Jackson,
Michigan
Jackson,
Hichigan
Jackson,
Michigan
Jackson,
Michigan
Jagkson,
Michigan

1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940

Adugust 15,
2%,
19,
15,
August 18,

August
August

August

Augnst 16,
August 2;,
August 20,
August 19, 1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947

19438

Aogast 18,
August 16,
August 15,
August 21,
hugnst 13,
August 18,
10, 1949

August 3, 1950

August

August 15, 1951d

August 13, 1952
August 12, 1953
August 4, 1954
tugust 10, 1955
Augast 15, 1956
Augast 21, 1957

1941

4, D, Zahnizer
M, D, Ormston
M. D, Ormston
R. He Warren

L. R Harston
wWilliam Pearce
M, D, Ormston
L, R. Marston
C. V., Fairbairn
William Pearce
My Ds Ormston
L. R. Marston
G, Hoyt Watson
Jde Paul Taylor
R. Be. Campbell
L. R Marston
A, S, Hill
Byron 5. Lamson
M. D, Ormston
L., R, Marston
€e V. Fairbairn
Je« Paul Taylor
Edward C. John

L. R, Marston

W
fa

L. Baker
L, Baker
L. Baker
L, Baker
L, Baker
L, Baker
L. Baker
L, Baker
L, Baker
J. Moran
J. Moran
J« Moran
J. Moran
J. Moran
J, Horan
J. Moran
J. Horan
J. Moran
J. Moran
J. Horan
J. Horan
J. Terman
J, Terman

J. Terman

148



dagisnn,
¥iehlipan
Jaokeon,
Hichigan
Jagkson,
Wichigan
Jatkson,
Hichigan
J%ﬁgimng
Hichigen
Jagkson,
Hichigen
dackson,
Michigan
Jackson,
Hichigan
Jackson,
¥ichigsn

xﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁg 1866.1955;

m
p-g

wpnat 13, 1958
fugust 12, 19%9
August 17, 1960
duly 19, l?&i‘

July 18, 1962
CJuly 17, 1963

July 15, 1964
Jﬂlg 1’4’; i@éﬂ
July 13, 1966

Jemas
Roysl
He S
We Sa
Lo Re

Lo Be

i

Pe Gregory Y. J. Tersan
3, Melson W, J. Teyman
Yendsll We do Torman
Tendall We o Terman
Harston We do Terman

Harston Earl Hsbecker, Jr.

Bdward C. Jobn  E, L. Habecker, Jr.

Zdward C. Jobn ., L. Habecker, Jr.

Paul M, Ellis Es L, Habecker, Jr,

Yearbook, 19561966,
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APPENDIX 7

The following are the statistical records of membership and Sunday
school schelars in the Michigan Conference, later renamed the Southern Michi-
gan Conference from 1866 through 1966, The twoc heavy horizontal lines divide
the years into the three periods 1866-1837, 1888.1949, and, 195041966,

Year  Membership 3cholars Year HMembership Scholars
1866.67 663 230 18991900 953 %3
186768 769 534 1900-01 - 1009 1112
1868..69 1073 1008 1901-02 1002 1131
186970 10673 958 190203 1002 978
187071 1287 736 190304 1007 978
1871.72 1438 953 190405 995 1005
187273 1632 1211 190506 1076 o9l
1873-74 1873 1485 190607 1050 958
1874.75 2239 1768 1907.08 1127 1153
1875.76 1485 1095 1908.09 1174 1260
187677 1533 1191 190910 1156 1149
1877-78 1423 1513 1910-11 " 1106 1075
1878-79 879 962 1911-12 1094 1102
187980 921 871 191213 1119 124
188081 918 888 1913-14 1384 1704
1881.82 953 881 191415 1421 1634
1882..83 1038 837 191516 1437 1882
1883.8L 965 1065 191617 142 1884
188485 1049 961 191718 1466 1981
1885.86 1173 U7 - 1918.19 1443 1992
1886..87 1100 1027 1919-20 1405 1932

) 1920-21 1408 1982
1887..88 1216 1676 192122 1230 2116
1885.89 1054 1162 1922.23 1208 2355
1889-90 1118 919 192324 1281 2651
189091 1001 1183 1925.25 1267 2826
189192 U2 1001 192526 1282 2957
189293 919 1041 192627 1365 3472
1893-94 1047 1164 1927-23 1438 3870
189495 1044 1272 - 1928-29 1456 ° L2os
1895.96 976 1059 1929-30 1512 Lzss
1896.97 979 1170 1930-31 1608 4389
1897-98 970 1077 1931-32 1619 4686
1898.99 957 1142 1932-33 1587 496




Year

1933-34
193435
193536
193637
1937-38
1938-39
1939-40

19k041

1943 42
1942473
19434k
194405
194546
19k 47
194748
194849
1949..50
195051

Membership

1598
142y
147h
1514
1592
1645
1678
1659
1663
1714
1674
1668
1653
1663
1693
1678 "
1752
1798

Scholars

4568
bog3
2975
3993
L4319
L7o5
L7013
4oh1
4366
3440
4071
3476
i

565
L6ko
5055
5056
506

Yoar

1951-52
1952-53
1953- 54
195455
1955456
195657
1957..58
1958-59
195960

196061

196162
1962.63
1963.64
1964.65
1965.66

Hembership

2096
2256
2383

2477

2528
2590
2681
2758
2771
2899
2897
3163
St
3690

151

Scholars

5801
6562
7315
8060
7743
8108
8371
8653
8756
934k
9407
9532
9324

905
3%



STATISTICAL RECORDS OF MEMBERSHIP OF BACH LOCAL CHURCH IN THE

APPERDIZ G

CONFERENCE IW FIVE YEAR INTERVALS BEGIWNING WITH 1951

Adrian
Albion

Ann Arbor
Eangeé
Battle Creek
Benton Harsor
Charlotte
Coldwater
Dearborn
Deerfield
Parkway Helights
Redford
Ferndale
Garden City
Hazel Park
Hillsdale
dackeon
Yalamazoo

Lineoln Fark

Eb8e s8R

57
73
62

50
78
109
35

108

59
135
43

1956

85
60
74
L9
157
68
76
84
163

lbq
123
138

119
103
114
114

1961

78
60
77
57

iz
76
99
93

215

L3

161

122
175

56

53
149
107
140
13

1966

8{3 i

92
58
63
158
104
113

98

352

54

162
115
A3

69

45
18k
120
150
141

152

-



Milan

Hiles
Portage
Pulaski
Sherwood
South Haven
Spring Arbor
Temperance
Three Oaks
Watervliet
Wayne

Ypsilanti

1231

59

25
20
199
u7

43

64
57

1956

1961

91

33
39
10
327

63‘

7

102

55

24
477

65

52
53
143

153
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APPENDIX H

The following men passed away while holding membership in the Conference,

R, . Rowe 187071 Re L, Seamehorn 1936.27
Hs L. Jones 1373-?42 Bs M. Paulk 193637
Hathan Greadeless 188182 We E. Hosmer 1942473
M, D, Baldwin 188687 E. L. Bibbard 194314
C. P. Tiffany 1889-90 Peter white 194344
4. B, Matthewson 189192 W, L. Stephenson 194657
*De W, Abrams 1891«92‘ We Co Muffitt 1949.. 50
John Ellison 1892~.93 Je¢ By Cumningham 195051
Anson Omans 1899-1900 A. R. Hamilton 1952-53
Jacob Lelisenring 190102 We Fo Abbott 195354
Se Be Smith , 1906.07 Cs E. Ferguson 195455
He %agyar 1909~10 F. L, Baker 1955-55
G« K. Thompson 1909.10 Ee S, Jennings 1955-56
A, Bradfield 191617 E. J. Horan 1955-56
J. Baker 191617 L. L. Kelly 1958..59
As V. Leonardson 1919-.20 O+ H. Kenney 1959-60
H, Wontgomery 192829 H, C, Steel 1962.63
P. T. Vincent 193637 D. M. Wells 1964-65

#0n trial in the Conferencs
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