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CHAPTER I 

I NTRODUCT ION 

For some time considerable attention has been given to the tremendous 

Protestant Evangelica l  advances in Latin America .  Mil lions (after having been 

genuinely  converted to Christ) are abandoning the established c hurch and are join-

ing Protestant Evangelica l  movements (proc laiming the new found joy of sins 

forgiven to their neighbors and friends) . Most of these Evangelica l s  are in the 

Pentecostal c hurc hes; and most of these are in the Assemb lies of God Churc h .  

This phenomenon has aroused many church leaders around the wor ld to 

stop and take note . Even Roman Catholic leaders , having done research on 

individual converts to the Pentecostal s ,  are amazed at the living faith , the high 

moral standards, and their thrifty economy .  

I .  PROB LEM 

Statement of the Prob lem . I t  was the problem of this study to investi-

gate the history and phi losophy of Latin American missions of the Assemblies of God 

to determine the reasons for its phenomena l growth . To accomplish this purpose 

it was necessary to investigate its methods of evangelism , training of converts for 

leadership, conservation of converts , establishment of c hurches, and the recruiting 

of ministers . An auxi liary purpose was to determine whether these methods can be 



applied to the problems of Assemblies of God church growth in other parts of the 

world . 

2 

Justification of the problem . The numerica l  growth of the Assemb lies of 

God in the United States, as wel l as in some other parts of the wor ld, has been on 

the increase . Yet its increase has not been nearly as phenomenal at any time in 

the denomination's history as that of Latin American Assemb lies of God . Therefore 

ministers and members of the Assemblies of God c hurches in the United States have 

asked the q uestion, "Why the difference in c hurch growth ? "  I t  has been suggested 

that an investigation be made into the Latin American c hurches to determine what 

factor produced this phenomenal growth . Rea lizing that the popu lation increase 

in America is greater than the church membership increase, a need for such a study 

became an imperative . 

1 1 . DEF I N I TI O N  OF TERMS USED 

Evangelica ls . Those who bel ieve that sa lvation from sin is by faith in 

Jesus Christ and that the Bible is the fina l authority in the matters of faith and 

practice . Evangelica ls a l so bel ieve the fol lowing doctrines to be essential :  the 

virgin birth, the trinity, the deity of Christ, the personality of the Holy Spirit, the 

substitutionary or vicarious death of Christ as an atonement for those who bel ieve, 

Christ's bodi ly  resurrection from the grave, His ascension into heaven, the personal 

return of Christ, the resurrection and judgment of a l l  men, and the existence of 



heaven and he l l  as we l l  as a personal experience of a spiritual rebirth and the 

know ledge of s ins forgiven .  

Pentecostal s .  Evange l ica ls  who be l ieve that a person who has rece ived 

Christ into his heart and l ife can ask God for the separate experience  of the i n­

fi l l i ng of the Ho ly  Spirit . This experience w i l l  be evidenced by the speaking in  

other tongues or languages as  the Ho ly  Spirit gives utterance . 

Church  Members . A c hurch member is a person who has had the exper-

i ence of recei ving Jesus Christ as his Saviour and agrees to l ive an exemplary 

Christian l ife consistent with B ib l ical  standards . Some areas of the Assemb l i es of 

God const ituency  demand water baptism by immersion as another requirement for 

membershi p .  Thus the term "church member11 i s  used throughout the thesis in  this 

dual sense . 

I l l . METHOD OF  PROCEDURE 

3 

The remainder of this thesis was organized i nto four chapters . Chapter I I  

dea l t  w ith the history of the Assemb l ies of God i n  the United States of America . 

Chapter I l l  dealt  with the Assemb l i es of God m iss ionary phi losophy . Chapter IV 

presented the work of the m i ss ionaries and national s  of the Assemb l i es of God as wel l 

as a brief presentation of the m iss ionary work of some of the other missionary soc ieties 

that entered the countries prior to the Assembl ies of God . Chapter V summarized 

the summaries and the conc lusion revea led the writer's sol ution to the statement of 

the prob l em .  
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CHAPTER I I  

THE H I STORY OF THE ASSEMBLI ES OF GOD 

HOW THE MOVEMENT WAS BROUGHT I NTO EXI STE NCE 

The I ssues I nvol ved 

The l ast quarter of the n ineteenth century witnessed a spiritual paradox . 

Moody, Sankey, and other reviva l i sts conducted evange l i st ic campaigns that 

awakened thousands to "newness of l i fe " . However, the disappoi nting aspect of 

these campaigns was that the converts to Christ had to be guided into churches 

whose spiritua l l ife was in  such a deplorable state that they were in  no condition 

to encourage these new converts . Except for a few conservati ve groups , Ameri -

can Protestant ism had deteriorated to a spiritual low . 

Spontaneous and emotional worshi p of bygone revival days was a thing 

of the past, for the i ntel l i gents ia  considered such 11 prim i ti ve displai' l ack ing in  

good taste . Fervent congregational s ing ing was no longer a characteristic of the 

serv•ces. Carl Brumback i n  quoti ng from the Methodist writer, L .  W.  Munhal l ,  

states, 

i nstead, (of God's presence) e laborate ly dressed and ornamented choi rs ,  
who i n  many cases make no  professi on o f  re l igion and are often sneer­
i ng skeptics, go through a co ld or artistic operatic performance • • •  
spi ritua l i ty is frozen to death . 1 

Brumback further states, 

Radiant testimonies and shouts of victory di sappeared with the mourners' 

1 Carl Brumback, Sudden ly From Heaven (Spr ingfie ld,  Mo . :  Gospe l 
Publ ishing House , 1 96 1 ) ,  p .  3 



benches . Revival campaigns were a l so dropped for they were consid­
ered too disrupti ve • • •  2 

Physical birth rather than spiritual birth became the basis for church mem-

5 

bershi p .  Knowledge of the creeds was substituted for d i rect knowledge of God through 

personal experience .  11 Separation from the world11 had meant physical  death . Agai n, 

Brumback in  quoti ng Professor George E .  Vincent, of the Chicago University, i n  

disc ussi ng the paragraph in  the Methodist d isc i pl i ne which prohibited card-playing, 

theatre-go ing, and danc i ng, the l atter said to his fel low Methodists in  Evanston, 

we are now i n  competition with other churches for the young people and 
should say as l i tt le  as possib le  about these t� i ngs . Your pastor deserves 
praise for fai l ure to enforce this paragraph . 

The lone protest agai nst world l i ness that engulfed the church was the Ho li-

ness Movement . Thi s movement sought to l ift up a standard within  the churches 

themsel ves . However, it became apparent that the establ ished churches were host i l e  

to thi s  hol iness reformation . Thus its proponents gradual ly separated themse lves from 

those who wanted no separation from the worl d .  Some Ho l i ness groups formed church 

organizations, but at the end of the century there were st i l l  many who were looking 

for a move from God . These people were look i ng for a move from God which wou ld  

not be negative i n  its approach to the hol i ness question on ly but a l so wou ld provide 

11the expul s ive power of a new affection11 • 

I t  i s  necessary now to consider the pos it ive condi tions i n  the church . I n  the 

l ate ni neteenth century the Christ ian who was consc ientious gave himsel f  to fast ing 

2 Ibid ., p. 4. 

31b id . ,  p .  5 .  
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and heart-searchi ng as we l l  as weepi ng and repentance .  Prolonged times of prayer 

were such a rarity that one may be sure on ly God cou ld  have produced such when 

they took p lac e .  A favorite verse of scripture from the Bib le i n  those days was 

Jerem iah 33:3 ,  "Ask of me,  and I w i l l  answer, and show thee great and m ighty 

things which thou knowest not . 11 There was much searching of the scr iptures and the 

great expectation prevai led concerni ng the promise i n  God's word of the outpouri ng 

of the latter rai n .  Commentators l i ke Jamieson,  Fausset and Brown, and Andrew 

Murray ,  were the forerunners i n  this fie ld  together with preachers l ike R .  A . Torrey, 

A .  J .  Gordon ,  A .  B . S impson, in restoring the supernatura l . Testimonia ls  were 

g iven concern ing the 11talk ing i n  tongues " , and the 11gi ft of hea l ing" i n  the l ate 

ni neteenth century . 

Important Early Leaders 

After it was noted that in  many c it ies across the nat ion there were people  of 

111ike prec ious faith11 (Pentecosta ls who bel i eved and received the baptism with the 

Ho ly  Sp irit w i th the i nit ia l  evidence of speak ing with other tongues as the Spi rit 

gave utterance),  there was fe lt a need to form an organization . This organization 

was to be for the purpose of unitedly presenti ng and promoting the cause of the great 

comm ission (Matthew 28: 1 9, 20) around the wor ld . Foremost in this group were 

E . N .  Bel l ,  H .  Ao Goss, Arch P .  Col i  i ns ,  D .  C .  0 .  Opperman,  and others . By 

early 1 9 14, enough interest had been stimu lated to justi fy a meet ing for the purpose 

of attempting forma l  organization . H .  A .  Goss had l eased the Grand Opera House i n  

Hot Springs , Arkansas , where he he ld a pastorate, and i t  was in  th is meeting that a 
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sma l l  convent ion was ca l led to meet Apri l 2- 12, 1 9 14 .  At this historic meeting the 

Assemb l ies of God General Counc i l  was formed . 

Major Emphas i s  Of The Movement 

At the convent ion at Hot Spri ngs in 1 9 14, five spec ific purposes were 

stated for the convening of the historic convention . 

ThE!_fi rst purpose . They fel t  it was necessary to come to an understanding 

of what God wou ld  have them teach .  This wou ld  do  away with so  many d ivisions ,  

both in  doctr ines and i n  the various names under which the Pentecostal people are 

work ing . Basica l l y, unity was the first chief aim . 

The second purpose . At this  meeti ng they wou ld l earn how to :::onserve 

the work so that together they wou ld bu i ld up and not tear down . This conservation 

must take p lace  both at home and in  foreign l ands . 

The third purpose . They a l so disc ussed how to meet the needs of the 

foreign fiel d .  They purposed to e l im i nate the i n iqu ity o f  one m iss ionary suffering 

whi l e  another l ived in l uxury . They purposed to e l im i nate those who ran here and 

there accomp l ishi ng nothing, and support those who would rea l l y  mean busi ness for 

the Lord . 

The fourth purpose . The need of chartering the churches so as to put them 

on a l egal basis was considered . 

The fifth purpose . They proposed plans for B ib le schoo l and a l iterary 

department for their peopl e .  



!::'.� Development of the Assemb l i es of God 

The Assemb l i es of God cannot c laim the dist inct ion of bei ng the o ldest 

Pentecostal organization, but it is the l argest . I t  became the largest within ten 

8 

years of its formation . After the organi zation was one year o ld i n  1 9 15 ,  an issue arose 

i n  the group .  This was referred to by those who favored i t  as the " new revelation" . 

I t  was the denia l  of the Trin ity . I t  was argued that there were not three persons i n  the 

Godhead, on ly three manifestations of one person . Those who opposed this teaching 

were told, " you must have the l i ght" to see these marvel lous truths . Those who 

bel ieved this to be scriptura l truth were rebaptized in the name of Jesus . This was 

because they be l ieved that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is Jesus . J .  R .  F lower, 

one of the founding fathers of the organization, did not accept this new teaching . 

This a l so brought a serious prob lem to those others who did not agree with this new 

teach ing .  Any serious division wou ld  hO\e been a lmost fata l to the l ess than one year 

o ld  organizat ion .  Then, too, one of  the major planks in  the Hot S pri ngs p latform was 

that there shou ld  be no theologica l  creed to which al l must subscribe . Then further, 

no one had adequate time to produce an adequate answer to this unitarian concept 

of the Godhead . Last of a l l ,  many felt  that the shorter baptisma l  formula was per­

m issib le . 4 What made it even worse was that one of the most respected men defected . 

However, after a time he d id return to the original bel ief regardi ng the Tri nity .  After 

many artic l es i n  the Christian Evange l (offic ia l  organ of the Assemb l ies of God at that 

t ime) had appeared prov ing the trinitarian posit ion, it was fe lt necessary to cal l another 

41b id . ,  p .  1 93 .  
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genera l  counc i l .  This was done i n  October of 1 9 1 5  at St .  Louis,  Missouri . Here 

sermons were de l ivered advocat ing the trin i tarian posit ion and at the end of these 

lengthy po lemics, a resolution was brought forth . This resol ution strong ly advised 

against al l strife ,  harsh contention, or divis ion . The counc i l  went on record as 

refusi ng to b ind the consc iences of men i n  this matter . The resol ution genera l ly 

admonished the people on both s ides to keep in  a sweet christian spirit , not be ing 

fact ious so as to tear up the assemb l ies .  5 There were some doctrines disapproved by 

a majority of the de l egates . These were with reference to the use of fermented wine 

i n  communion services ,  the confusi ng of the new b i rth with the Baptism of Holy 

Spirit, the fai l ure to d istinguish between the b lood and the Ho ly  Spiri t ,  the identi ­

fication of the Father as the Son, and the identification of Christ as the Holy 

S pi rit . 6 F ina l l y  i n  the genera l  counc i l  of 1 9 16 ,  a statement of basic be l iefs was 

adopted, thus forc i ng the " oneness 11 peopl e to propogate their teaching outside the 

Assemb l ies of God . The important thing to remember i s  that this Sabe l l ian heresy 

cam e  with in  a hair's breadth of capturi ng the Assemb l ies of God . However, the two 

year o ld movement did not succum b .  Many m i nisters were lost and m i ssionary giving 

fe l l  to a l ower leve l , but stabi l i ty was achieved in  this organization . 

Another doctri nal cris is took p lace i n  those ear ly formative years; that of 

the questi on of "do a l l  speak with tongues? " .  A highly respected m in ister i n  the 

Assemb l i es of God, F . F .  Bosworth, who himsel f  had the experi ence of speaking in 

5I b id., p .  201 . 

6f bid . , p .  202 . 



tongues , now spoke out agai nst i t. He fe lt that the estab l ished bel i ef of tongues­

speaking as the Spirit g ives utterance is not the in it ia l  physical evidence for the 

baptism with the Hol y  Spirit . This teaching was promoted unt i l  much  protest came 

to headquarters to have some understanding concerning this whether these things 

be so . Thus at the 1 9 1 8  general counc i l ,  after a discussion , a resol ut ion was 

presented .! The Reso lution stated that because speaki ng in other tongues as the 

Hol y  Spirit gives utterance is bel ieved by the Assembl ies of God to be the i n itial 

physical evidence for the Baptism of the Hol y  Spirit, those men in the organization 

teach ing contrary to i t  are considered serious ly  i nconsistent . Also these m in isters 

were considered unscr iptural in holding credential s  with the Assemb l i es of God in 

that they disagreed with this dist inctive . This resol ution was carried unanimous ly .  

10  

F. F .  Bosworth in  a l ovel y  c hristian spi rit , w ithdrew from the general counc i I and 

took the next train  for the Christian and Missionary Al l iance annual conference . He 

conti nued to be used of God i n  evange l i sm and divi ne hea l i ng .  

Another reso l ution passed at that 1 9 1 8  counc i l  showed that the church of 

the Assemb l i es of God is not 11agai nst'' anyone who s imply did not agree with the 

d istinct ive testimony . They dec lared their  c hrist ian fe l lowship with every c hi ld of 

God and stood ready to cooperate w ith a l l  ch ri st ians. 8 

I n  the eastern Un ited States during the twent ies ,  the Assembl ies of God 

shared an unc ha l lenged posit ion . Among those who came i nto the fo ld of the church 

7J bid . 1 p .  223 .  

8 J bid., p. 225 . 



1 1  

were great notab le  preachers of the Baptist fa ith who had received the baptism 

with the Holy Spi rit. I n  the southeast a great revival swept across that area and many 

churches estab l ished duri ng this t ime . The m idwest , whi l e  hav ing its fai r  share of 

growth from unchurched peop le,  had impetus given it by the com ing in of a great 

Christian and Missionary Al l iance pastor after he recei ved the baptism with the Holy 

Spiri t .  I n  the north centra l area God b lest i n  a great way the mu l t itudes of country 

fol k. Many, many c hurches were estab l ished duri ng this time .  The southwest area , 

havi ng had the Assemb l ies of God si nce the begi nning ,  natura l l y  flourished even much 

more in  the 1 920's . Last of a l l  is the Northwest area . Here were great men of God 

used of Him in  the spread of the Pentecostal message and the establ ishment of the 

Assemb l ies of God . Some of them were: George Bacon, 0 .  R .  Cross ,  Lester Carl sen , 

Wes ley F. Morton, and others . 9 

Many evange l istic fam i l ies traveled as a unit and were preaching the gospe l 

i n  tents , homes, barns , brush arbors , and on street corners. They went out by faith 

usua l ly not knowing where they were goi ng but records show where they have been . 

The movement was a lso fortunate in  its early days to have teachers who were able to 

stabi l i ze the membership i n  the fai th . During those days the general counc i l  passed 

resol utions re lating to matters of doctri ne insisti ng on produc ing a bal ance  between 

enthusiasm and conservatism . This achievement made the Assemb l i es of God very 

appeal i ng to those who were i nc l ined to the Pentecostal movement. Whi l e  many 

suffered much persecution , the growth was not stif led . The movement spread not on ly  

91b id . ,  p .  270 . 



i n  the United States but a lso to Canada and other foreign countries . 

Phases of the Movement 

1 2  

The Missionary Enterprises . I n  Africa, the first Assemb l ies of God m ission-

ary arri ved in 1 9 1 3 . Accordi ng to 1 966 statistics there are 223 missionaries i n  twelve 

of the countries on this continent with a total of 1 , 968 c hurches and preaching points . 

There are 1 , 385 nationa l ordained and l icensed m inisters . There are 87,431 adult 

members and communicants . The Sunday school enro l lment is 95,680 .  The Bib le  

schoo ls  of which there are 1 9, have an enro l lment of 671 .  Students, which total 

8, 92 1,  are enro l l ed in 80 day or e lementary schoo l s .  1 0  

I n  Asia, where there are 1 7 countries the Assemb l i es of God has 243 

m issionaries, 1 ,554 nat ional ordained and l icensed min i sters . There are 1, 808 

c hurches and preach ing points w ith an adult membersh ip (pl us communicants) of 

88,406 . The S unday school enro l lment i s  68,676 . Twenty-four B ib le schoo ls  with 

an enro l lment of 8 1 3 together w ith 36 day schools  havi ng an enro l lment of 9, 562 

form the picture of the work i n  this large area . 1 1  

There are Assemb l ies of God churc hes i n  Europe and the Midd le  East . In  

19 countr ies there i s  a total of 59 m i ss ionaries, 1 ,  1 38 national orda ined and 

l icensed m in isters . There are 2,429 c hurches and preach ing poi nts with a tota l of 

1 98, 14 1  members and communicants . The Sunday school enro l lment is 40,650 . Five 

1 0  Assemb l i es of God overseas stati stics, re l eased March  1 5, 1 966 . 



Bibl e  school s  tra in ing 97 students form the total picture of the work here. 1 2  

1 3  

latin America and the West I ndies are represented by the Assemb l i es of 

God w ith 239 m issionaries . There are 9 , 201 nat ional ordained and l icensed 

m in isters . Ten thousand eight hundred forty-two churches have 1 ,258, 545 members 

and communicants with a Sunday enro l l ment of 634,430. Thi rty-two B ib le  school s  

tra in ing 968 students w i th 65  day schools teaching 990 students form the total 

picture of the work i n  this area . 1 3  

The Educat ional I nstitutions . From its i nception the Assembl ies of God 

organ ized tra in ing centers for the tra in ing of m inisters and m issionaries . Today there 

are e ight B ib le co l leges l ocated strategica l l y  throughout the Un ited States . These 

are a l l  accredited by the Accrediti ng Assoc iation of B ib le  Col leges (an accrediting 

agency for the professional school s  at the B ib le  co l l ege l evel ) .  Al l offer courses 

l eadi ng to a Bache lor of Arts (B . A . )  degree i n  B ib le ,  Rel igious Education ,  Miss ions, 

and Music . Centra l B ib le  Col lege i n  Spri ngfie ld, Missouri , offers courses leading to 

a Master of Arts (M . A . )  degree, and Northwest Col l ege i n  Seatt l e ,  Washington, 

offers courses l eadi ng to a Bachelor of Theology (Th . B . ) degree . Three others, North­

west Col l ege, Southwestern Assemb l ies of God Col l ege , and Southern Ca l i fornia 

Col l e_ge , offer a l so a jun ior co l l ege program in their  curricu lum . One schoo l ,  Bethany 

Bib l e Co l lege in Santa C ruz, Ca l i forn ia ,  is accredited with a regional secu lar 

accreditation . There is a ful l  I ibera l  arts co l l ege ca l l ed ,  " the first I iberal arts 

1 21 bid . 

1 31 bid . 
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Pentecostal co l lege i n  the world. u 14 There are two Assemb l i es of God high schoo ls  

endorsed by the education department . They are: Canyonvi l ie  Academy,  Canyon-

vi l le ,  Oregon; and Southwestern Assembl ies of God Col l ege, High School D ivi s ion ,  

i n  Waxahachie, Texas . Seventeen Christian day school s  serving the e lementary 

ch i ldren are under the supervi sion and devotion of the loca l  churches . l 5 The Berean 

school of the B ib le  (a correspondence Bib l e  course) is ava i lab le to a l l  who desire the 

same. This course offers e leven courses of B ib le  study, i nc l udi ng ent i re B ib le  coverage. 

These courses have been trans lated i nto approximate ly  sixteen languages for use in the 

di fferent countries of the world . 

The Benevolent I nstitutions . The Assemb l i es of God provides homes for 

the aged, the orphans, and the retired m in i sters (the l atter if needed). At the 1 957 

General Counc i l ,  authorization was g iven for the tra in ing of soc ial workers so they 

m ight be l icensed in various states to do ch i ld p lacement work. 1 6  

The Present Status 

Membership. According to the 1 96 1  statist ics, there are 508,602 members 

i n  the Assemb l ies of God churc hes. 1 7 The author's persona l  acquaintance with the 

denom ination and i ts leaders , who have g iven the i nformation, state that there are 

141 rwi n  Winehouse , The Assemb l i es of God (Spri ngfi eld, Mo . :  Gospel 
Pub l i sh ing House, 1 959) ,  pp:-173-7. 

- -

151 bid . ,  p .  1 76 .  

1 6J b id . ,  pp . 1 88-90. 

1 7B b I • 366 rum acK, op • .s!.!•r p. • 
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over one m i l l ion adherents and members who regular ly attend and support Assemb l ies 

of God churches around the wor ld; this is the figure just for the United States . 

Miss ions . The foreign m i ss ions program and the statistics have been dealt  

w ith earl i er in the chapter .  The Home m i ssions program is another phase of the total 

world m i ssions program . This provides for bui lding churches in areas where there are 

no Pentecostal churches as we l l  as he l pi ng the pioneer pastor as he organizes a group 

ti I I  they can take care of their  own pastor. This program is referred to as "Mission 

U . S . A ." 18 This provides for evange l iz ing America . The mother c hurch plan is 

uti l ized for this program a l so . An establ ished church ,  us ing its own workers and 

fi nances , establ ishes a nother church in another town or in another section of the same 

c ity . The new church is governed by the mother church unti I the new c hurch is 

fi nanc ial l y  and numerica l l y  able to manage its own affairs .  

Pol ity 

A very s imple k ind of po l ity was adopted by the General Counc i l  in 1914 

at Hot Springs, Arkansas . I t  was not patterned after any of the tradi tional c hurch 

pol it ies c l ose l y .  I t  did ,  however, i nc l ude features o f  severa l.  The re lationship of 

the loca l  churches to the organization was p laced on a pure ly  congregational basis . 

With these congregationa l .  tendenc ies were combined certa in Presbyterian c haracter-

i stics . This i s  with reference to the provision of a central admin istration to fac i l itate 

m issionary and evange l istic activit ies as wel l  as to guarantee the preservation of high 

18w· h · 129 38 r ne ouse , £!?. �. , PP • - • 



m in isteria l  standards . 1 9  

The genera l counci I convenes biennia l ly ,  is composed of a l l  ordai ned 

m i n isters of the Assemb l ies of God and one l ay delegate from each recogn ized 

churc h .  The district counci I convenes annua l l y  and is com posed of a l l  ordai ned 

and l icensed m i nisters of the Assemb l i es of God and two l ay del egates from eac h 

recognized churc h  i n  the distric t .  I t  shou ld be  noted that each distric t i s  l im i ted 

16  

w ithin a state, or  more than one state, or  part of  a state . The executi ve presbytery 

consists of e ight resident men and eight non-resident men . The eight non-resident 

men represent each of the eight geographica l areas of the United States . A sim i lor 

pattern is fo l lowed in the district counc i l  body . The district counc i l  i s  divided into 

sect ions . Eac h  section has a presbyter e lected by the m i nisters and de legates from 

the c hurch membershi p of that section . The sect ional presbyters together with the 

district superintendent, the assistant superintendent , the secretary, and the treasurer 

form the district presbytery . The district counc i l  has the right to exam ine and to 

l icense and ordai n m in i sters . These ore to be reported to the office of the genera l 

' I 20 counc• • 

Each church sha l l  accept fu l l  respons ib i l ity for the maintenance of order in 

the loca l body , sha l l  have a standard for membership whic h may be determ ined either 

by the loca l  assemb ly  itself, or by agreement with the district counc i l . After the local 

assemb l ies ore set in order, they are expected to cooperate with the work of the district 

1 9K iaude Kendrick ,  The Promise Fu lfi l l ed (Springfie ld,  Mo . :  Gospe l 
Pub l i sh i ng House, 1 959) ,  p .  86 . 

20w· h · 2 1 5  me ouse, op . £!.!., p .  • 



organization . Each church has the right to ca l l its own pastors who are i n  good 

standing as m inisters of the general counc i l  of the Assemb l ies of God . Loca l  

assemb l i es are expected to  contribute to th�,e m iss ionary enterprise regu lar ly . 2 1 

1 7 

Candidates for the m in istry are required to have the cal l of God to the 

m i n istry and to compl ete a B ib le col l ege educat ion .  Upon completion of the same , 

the candidate wi l l  be l icensed by the district i n  which he intends to m inister . 

After several years of proven m i n istry, the l icensed m inister is ordai ned upon 

approval of the district counc i l  offic iary .  N o  m inister i s  l i censed or ordai ned 

unti I he has the experience of the baptism with the Holy Spir it . 

SUMMARY 

The need for a vita l , experiential Christianity caused many people of 

the late ni neteenth century to seek God for a pos it ive experi ence  that provided 

for more power with God . These people having the same experience  (that of being 

fi l l ed with the Ho ly  Spirit accornpanied by the speaking i n  other tongues), got 

together and outl ined five purposes of their fe l lowsh i p .  Basical l y  the purposes 

stated the preaching of the same doctri nes around the world i n  a united effort . 

Two issues in  the earl y  days of the organization, a lmost choked the movement to 

death; that of the question of the trinity and ,  second ly,  whether al l should speak 

with tongues . This being resol ved, the movement began to grow . Missionary 

enterprises outs ide conti nental U . S . A .  began i n  Africa and today c i rc l e  the g lobe 

2 1 1 b id . ,  pp . 2 17- 1 8 .  



1 8  

with autonomous c hurches and B ib le  schoo ls . B ib le  schools  and col leges a lso have 

been organized i n  the United States and around the wor ld,  as we l l  as benevolent 

i nstitutions . The membersh ip and adherents (numbers of) has grown continua l ly 

s i nce the begi nning . The government of the Assemb l ies of God is a m ixture of a 

presbyterian-congregational type and has worked quite we l l .  



1 9  

C HAPTER I l l  

THE M ISSI O N  FI E LDS  

I NTRODUCTI O N  

I t  i s  necessary to present a comprehens ive survey of each Lat in  American 

country where the Assembl ies of God church has been establ ished . This wi l l  give 

the reader an overview of the countries i nvol ved as we l l  as a l l  m iss ionary work done . 

The geographical features, the c l imate, resources, industry, people ,  rel igion, miss ions ,  

and Assemb l ies of God m i ss ions are considered . 

Bol ivia 

This i s  a country l i berated by Simon Bo l i var, thus the country honored him 

by taking his name . 22 Bol ivia ranks third in  s ize among the South America Republ ics . 

I ts a l t itude has g iven i t  the name,  "T ibet of the new worl d" . The Alteplano (a high 

area of Bol i via) contrasts vivid ly with the fert i l e ,  sem i -tropica l eastern mountain 

s lopes of the Andes, known as the Yungas, and the great lowland p la ins which are a 

part of the Amazon and Paraguay-Parana river bas ins .  La Paz I ies i n  a r iver canyon 

and Cochabamba is the center of Bo l iv ia's agricu ltural region . Santa Cruz is in the 

p la ins and l ies i n  an area rich in petroleum , and agricu l tura l  products . 

22Bol iv ia . (Springfie ld,  Mo: Gospel Publ ishing House . Pamphlet by 
the Foreign Miss ions Depart . ,  Assemb l ies of God) . Pub l i shed after 1 960, p .  2 .  



Virtual ly every c l imate can be found within its borders . Temperatures 

range from the heat and hum idity of the plains to arct ic-! ike weather on the 

I . I 23 a t r p one . 

Bol ivia was part of the famed I nca Empire before i ts i nvasion by the 

Spanish in the early 1 5001s . 24 I n  1 825 Bo l ivia gai ned i ts independence .  The 

Spanish conquest and ens lavement reduced the nob le  Inca's to a place of abject 

poverty . 25 

Modern roads have been constructed which connect pri nc i p le  c it ies. 

Agric u lture, m in ing ,  and i ndustry are its resources . 26 

Predom inant ly,  Bo l ivia is an I ndian nation . The Spanish or the white 

20 

ru l i ng c lass comprises about 1 3  percent . Another 25 percent of the people are of 

m ixed blood . The remai nder of the popu lation is l ndian . 27 The educated I ndian 

speaks Spanish but various I ndian languages are free and com pulsory, so as to sol ve 

the prob I em of i I I  i terac y .  28 

The recognized state re l ig ion is Roman Cathol ic i sm .29 Underneath the 

c loak of Catho l ic i sm is the o ld  paganism which was the re i igion of their forefathers . 

231 bid . 

24Robert H .  G lover, The Progress of World M issions ( London: Harper 
and Row Pub . ,  1 960) , p .  38 1 . 

25so l i via,  p .  3. 

261bid . ,  p .  4 .  

27GJ . 38 1 over, op .  c r t . ,  p .  • 
28s I . . 4 o r v ra ,  p .  • 

29G I  . 382 over, op • .:!! . , p .  1 • 



Each year thousands of people go to Lake Ti ticaca to worsh ip their ancestors , to 

pray to the sun and to the moon, and to ask the Virg in to b less their crops . 30 

I n  1 898, the Canadian Baptists began the fi rst Protestant work . 3 1 S ince 

then Bri tish and American soc ieties are i ncreasi ng in infl uence  and number of 

adherents . 32 

The Assembl i es of God work i n  Bol iv ia began i n  1 946 . 33 Duri ng the 

fi rst eighteen months stations were opened at Cochabamba, La Paz, and Santa 

Cruz . F ive years l ater in  the main c i ty of southern Bol iv ia,  Tari ja ,  a work was 

opened . 34 Around these main  stations, Assembl ies have been formed . These are 

becoming i nd igenous . The Assembl ies of God of Bol iv ia has been organ ized on a 

regional rather than a nationa l basis due to the geographica l  and ethnic divis ions 

of the country . 

From the beginn ing ,  a short term Bib le school was operated at Montero . 

2 1  

S ince 1 959, a fu l l  term (four-month terms) Bib le school was establ i shed . The school 

is housed in newly constructed bui l di ngs on a seven ac re plot just outside Santa 

Cruz . Student labour provides the vegetables and frui ts thus making the school 

l arge ly  se l f  support ing . New c hurches are com i ng into ex istence as B ib le school 

30B 1 • • o rv ra ,  p .  5 .  

3 1 G iover, I "t OC. Cl ,. --
32B I" . 6 o r vr a ,  p .  • 

33Giover, foe . c i t . 

34B r· . 6 o r v r a ,  p • •  
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graduates enter the m in istry . 35 

Li terature has been an effective means of reach ing the hearts of the 

people .  Span ish tracts are distributed by the hundreds of thousands; Amyra l anguage 

tracts are a lso publ i shed and distributed . This is a great c ha l l enge as the Bo l i vian 

people w i l l  read whatever is ava i l ab le . 36 

Radio evangel ism is used to reach the people a lso . A number of fifteen 

. d " I  b d h d h" h . . · B 1 · · · · 37 m t nute a1 y roa casts are ear w 1 c  ong1 nate t n  o 1 v 1an c 1 t 1 es .  

Whi l e  the country is tradit iona l l y  Roman Catho l ic,  the Assembl ies of God 

has an open door for the preach ing of the Gospe l . 38 The Bible school s  tra in  

comm itted young people for fu l l  t ime service . The obj ective of the m i ss ionaries 

is to estab l ish a spiritua l l y  vibrant, i ndigenous c hurc h .  Thi s  i n  turn wi l l  hel p real ize 

the cha l lenge to evange l ize a l l  Bol i via . 

Argentina 

The second l argest country of Lat in America,  Argenti na is capab le  of 

supporti ng 1 00 , 000, 000 people .  39 I t  i s  together with Chi l e, the world's most 

southerly nation . The ear ly colon ist's ant ic i pation of fi ndi ng s i l ver prompted them 

35Ibid . ,  p .  8 .  

36J bid . ,  p .  1 0 .  

37I bi d .  
381bid . ,  p .  1 1 .  

39 Argent ina , {Spri ngfie ld,  Mo: Gospel Publ ishing house; pamphlet pub . 
by the Fore ign Missions Dept . ,  Assembl i es of God), pub l ished after 1 962, p .  2 .  
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to name the country Argenti na ,  11 land of s i lver" . The country's true weal th l ies in  

its ferti l e  soi I and grassy p la ins .  Buenos Ai res , the largest c ity and the world's 

ni nth largest , is in every way a modern c i ty . I ts educat ional system has produced 

a 90 percent l iteracy rate which is the highest in Latin America . 

Argent ina was discovered by Don Juan Diaz de Sol i s ,  i n  1 5 1 6 .  The 

Spaniards ru l ed t i l l  1 8 1 6  when independence was dec lared .40 I n  1 853 a constitu-

tiona! government was establ ished . There have been recent pol it ica l  disturbances 

a l so .  

The me l t ing pot of South America , the Spaniards and the aborigina l  I ndians 

had a gradual fusion of the two races . This past century saw people from a lmost al l 

European countries sett le  i n  Argenti na .4 1 I n  spite of this i nflux, Spanish remains 

the offic ia l  l anguage . 

The offic ia l  rel ig ion of the state is Roman Catho l ic i sm .  Protestant preaching 

was forbidden entire ly  unt i l  a century ago .42 Rel ig ious tolerance is now be ing 

practiced . Christian radio programs ,  open-a ir meetings, etc . ,  are now perm itted . 

The people for the most part are not interested i n  c hurch or s piritual things but are 

quite mater ia l istic . 

Protestant m iss ions began in  1 820�3S ince  then many m issionary soc ieties 

40GJover, �..:.c it . ,  p .  374 . 

4 1�rgent�na, pp . 3-4 .  

42G iover, op .  c it . ,pp . 374-5 . 

43rbid . ,  p .  375 . 
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have entered and have dane a considerabl e  amount of work i n  estab l ishing c hurches 

and m i ss ionary stations . 

The Assemb l i es of God are now known as the Union of the Assemb l ies of 

God in Argentina .44 This inc l udes the American Assembl ies of God, the Pentecostal 

Assemb l ies of Canada, and the Spanish speaki ng nati01a l  churches . There are other 

assemb l ies with s im i lar doctr ine but not in this union offic ia l l y .  These inc l ude the 

Russian, S l avic , and German speaki ng Assemb l ies and have separate organizations . 

The Pentecostal message was fi rst taken to Argenti na in  1 909 .  As national s  caught 

the vis ion of evange l iz ing the i r  own peop le ,  there became a spiritual awakening and 

assemb l i es were formed. Al l m issionaries located i n  Buenos Aires serve on the facu l ty 

of the B ib le  schoo l . The school has graduated 1 40 students , at least 90 of whom are 

engaged i n  fu l l -time m in istry . The student body has German, Russ ian, Ita l i an and 

Spanish speak i ng students . 

A c ity-wide evangel ist ic campaign was he ld  in Buenos Airea i n  1 954. The 

prayers , l abours and tears of the past were rewarded as many peopl e of Argentina 

responded to the ca l f  of God . The B ib le  became the best sel ler and prejudice against 

Pentecostals was broken down . I n  a short time there was a great i nfl ux of new peopl e 

seen i n  every Protestant churc h .  As a result a l so ,  many new assembl ies have been 

formed . 45 This spi ritual hunger caused the bui ld ing of an evangel istic center in 

Buenos Aires . This auditorium seats 800 people .  Thirty different countries are repre­

sented i n  this congregation . From the center , 1 2  c hurches have been estab l ished, 

44Argenti na ,  pp . 4-8 . 

451b id . ,  p .  8 .  
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15 outstations have been sponsored and six street meetings are conducted each 

week . 

The book store in connection with the evangel i stic center i s  a d istributing 

point for the I i terature department of the union . 46 The center a l so sponsors a radio 

program ca l l ed 11The Voice of Fa ith11 weekl y .  Other programs are rel eased in  Rio 

Gal l egos , and Conrodia . 

N ine new c hurches were inaugurated, bui l t  by Argentine funds and revolv-

ing c hurch loans . Other churches are under construction; a l l of this s ince 1 960 . 

Capab le  nationa l evange l i sts are witness for Christ throughout the country . 47 

One such national pioneered seven churches in seven years . 

The pol it ical conditions of Argentina, the inflation, the ris ing cost of 

l iving , the unemployment and unsatisfactory econom ic condi tions are cause for much 

concern . The Assemb l i es of God m i ss ionaries are thus c ha l l enged to reach a l l  

Argentina with the Gospe l a s  quick ly  as poss ib le .  To get this done they are train­

ing the nationa l s  to go back to their people and win those mu ltitudes for C hrist . 48 

Paraguay 

This country is l andlocked and divided into two sect ions . The Oriente, 

l ying between the Paraguay and Parana rivers; and the Chaco , which i s  less popu­

lated and located in the northwest .49 

46Jbid • 1 pp . 9- 1 0 .  

471 b id • 1 P • 1 0 • 

48Jbid . ,  p .  1 1 .  

49GI  . 372 over, op .  �., p .  • 



I n  1 8 1 1 Paraguay became independent from Spa in . 50 Three dictators 

brought the country to a p lace  of prosperity and prom inence . The wars w ith 

neighboring countries in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries cost 

Paraguay most its popu lation p lus much money . 

Paraguay's resources are numerous . I t  is endowed with a rich soi l ,  

spectacu lar waterfa l ls ,  hardwood forests , and an excel lent c l imate . 5 1 Stock 

rai s ing and agricu l ture is done i n  the fert i l e  eastern p lai ns . S ixty percent of the 

l and area is the Gran Chaco area . Here are the grass lands , dense forests , r ivers 

and swamps . One-fifth of the world's suppl y of tann in  comes from the squat 

quebracho trees of this area . 

26 

For a long time due to its wars, Paraguay remained a ni neteenth century 

c ivi l ization . 52 Recent ly  modern hea l th, welfare a nd education program have been 

adopted . Improvement and extension of roads i s  another phase of the modern ization 

program . Ai r service is we l l  deve loped w ith a new Jet a i r  fie ld  i n  Asunc ion . 

Cit ies with modern conveniences and bui I di ngs i nc l ude Asunc ion , Concepc ion, and 

Encarnac ion . 

The Tup-Guarani I ndians i ntermarried with the Span iards and from this 

race amalgamation has come the most distinctive I ndian-Span ish group of a l l  South 

America§3 Now the Paraguayans are a b i l i ngual people speaking both Spanish and 

501b id .  

5 1 Paraguay (Springfie ld ,  Mo . :  Gospel Publ i sh ing House, Pub . after 1 962 
by the Foreign M issions Department, Assemb l i es of God), p .  2 .  

521 bid  • 1 P• 3 . 

53GI  . 372 over, op.  �., p .  • 



Guarani . Whi Ie primary education is free, the shortage of schools  makes i s  im-

poss ib le  for a l l  to get an education . There are a lso peop le there from Japan as 

we l l  as from various European countries . 54 
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Whi l e  Roman Catho l ic ism is the offic ia l  re l ig ion, onl y  a smal l m inority of 

the popu lation are active ly (athol ic . 55 The other re i igions are tolerated . 

I n  Chaco in 1 888 , the first Protestant m issionary soc iety was init iated . 56 

I t  was ca l l ed the South American M issionary Soc iety . The United C hrist ian Mission-

ary Soc iety and the Mennonite Brethren of North America a l so did m i ssionary work 

there . 

The Assemb l ies of God work began in 1 945 in the c ity of Encarnac iono 

Today there are many c it ies and towns w ith  an Assembl ies of God church (Appendix 

A) . The Paraguay B ib le  I nsti tute was opened in 1 959 . 5l To the school come young 

peopl e  from various ethnic backgrounds but with a knowl edge of the Spanish language . 

From the schoo l they go with a vision for the lost and win them to Christ . 

Literature i s  d i stributed in the Spanish , Guarani , and the S lavic languages . 

This provides an important means of evangel ization of Paraguay . 58 

54 Paraguay,  p .  4 . 

55GI  . 372 over, op . c1t . , p .  • 

56 Paraguay, p .  5 .  

571 bid  • 1 P• 6 .  

58( b id. ' p .  7 . 
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Venezue la  

Th i s  is the northernmost country of South America .  The land i s  extremely 

rich and second on l y  to the United States in its oi l production . 59 I t  is a l so an 

agric u ltural country produc i ng coffee, sugar, cacao ,  ba lata, hides , and rubbers . 

I ts natura l resources are d iamonds, go ld ,  iron, copper, and coa l . I ts 1 2 , 000 m i l es 

of roads , and its large waterways system provide for good transportation . 

Venezue la  received its independence from Spain in  1 82 1 . 60 I n  1 953 the 

const itution adopted guaranteed basic rights . These i nc l ude private property, 

education, employment , health, and fa i r  labour practices . The booming economy 

produced by the iron and oi l industries g ive one ha lf  of the revenues to the govern-

ment for pub l ic works and welfare . 

S ixty-five percent of the popu lat ion is formed by the Mestizos (a m ixture 

of I ndian and Spanish); then there are the Negroes who form about eight percent of 

the popu lation; the whites form about twenty percent; and the I ndians form about 

seven percent of the popu l ation . 6 1  Whi l e  the re l ig ion of most of the popu lation is 

Roman Cat hoi ic , l ess than seven percent attend Sunday mass . 

I n  1 883, the fi rst m issionaries arrived in  Venezue la .  These were from 

Chr i stian Missions i n  Many Lands Miss ionary Soc iety . Missionary work of Protest-

ant m i ss ions has a lso been conducted by the Presbyterians, the Evange l ica l  Al l i ance 

59GI  • 396 over, op • .:!.!_. , p .  • 

601b id .  

6 1venezuela, (Spri ngfie ld ,  Mo . :  Gospe l Pub l ish ing House, Pub . after 
1 960; Fore ign M issions Department) , p .  6 .  



m1ss1on, and others . 62 

Pentecostal work was begun in  Venezue la  in 1 9 1 6  by m iss ionaries who 
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had no backing of any m issions board .63 Later many c hurches were �pened in other 

c i ties and i n  1 947 these churches un ited to form the National Convention of the 

Assemb l i es of God in Venezue l a .  The churches i n  genera l  are thr ivi ng assembl ies . 

Centra l B ib le  I nst itute of Venezue la  has become one of the most important 

factors i n  the growth of that churc h .  More than a score of young people are train ing 

64 each year . 

Venezue lans are evangel ized by the common method of vis itation and 

persona l work . This seems to come natura l ly to these peopl e .  From this nuc leus 

of new converts is formed a new congregation . Regular services are then held in  a 

rented hal l  or a home of be l i evers . Later as the congregation grows, a church is 

bui l t .  65 The i ndigenous c hurch program i s  employed for church  growth . This way 

more and more respons ib i l ity i s  bei ng carried on by the local churc h .  

Because of so many c i ties and towns without any Protestant w itness what-

soever, Venezue l a  stands as a great chal lenge to be evange l i zed . To do this the 

m i ss ionaries are promoting a tra in ing program to prepare Venezuelan youth for 

l eadershi p .  66 

62G I  · 397 over, op .  c1t . ,  p .  • 

631 bid . ,  p .  398. 

64Peru, (Springfie ld ,  Mo . :  Gospe l Publ i shing House; Pamph let pub . 
after 1 960) ,-p:-2 .  

65Venezue la, p .  9 .  

661 bid . ,  p .  1 0 .  



Peru 

There are three d istinct geographical  zones . Along the coast l ine is a 

desert where it practically never rains; the majestic Andes for the next zone; then 

the tropica l  jungles east of the mountains which are from the headwaters of the 

Amazon .67 

Priests accom panied and fol lowed the Spani sh conquerors and evange l ized 

or c hrist ianized the inhabitants by baptizing them en masse . 68 Thus after more than 

three centuries the population is in a state of Paganism concealed by a thin veneer 

30 

of Chr istian profession . The Inca popu lation at the time of the conquests was between 

twenty and forty m i l l ion . F ifty years later the popu lation was reduced to eight 

m i l l ion . 

The country i s  in a period of transit ion from an anc ient to a modern c ivi l i -

· 69 Th · · · . f h d . I • I d zatron . e government rs rnstrtutrng re orms on t e e ucatrona , socra an 

econom ic l evels . Transportat ion i s  a l so being improved . 

S ixty percent of the popu lation are Indian; ten percent are whites of Spanish 

descent; Asiat ics, negroes , and Mestizos form the remaining thi rty percent of the 

popu l ation .  Primary education i s  free and com pulsory .  Secondary education is a lso 

free but is not too w idespread JO Spanish is the offic ia l  l anguage, however, Indians 

67Jb id . ,  p . 1 1 .  

68Robinson, H istory of Christian Miss ions ( New York: Charles Scribner 
and Sons, 1 9 1 5),  p .  4 1 6 .  

69Peru ,  p .  5 .  

70G I  . 385 over, op.  crt . ,  p .  • 
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sti l l  speak Quechua or Aymara . Roman Catho l i c ism i s  the offic ia l  rel ig ion . Other 

re l ig ions are guaranteed l iberty but this is somewhat restricted . 

The British and foreign B ib le Soc iety was the fi rst to attempt Protestant 

m i ss ionary work in 1 822. Scriptures were distributed and schools  were founded . 

Others having done m iss ionary work were the American Methodists , the American 

Bi b l e  Soc i ety . 7 1 

The Assemb l ies of God work began i n  1 9 1 9 .  The work was successful in  

that there were new converts and c hurches were establ ished . Now the Assemb l ies 

of God is the strongest Evange l ical  work i n  the country . 72 The propagation of the 

Gospe l is l im ited on ly by number of workers . The greater part of the responsibi l ity 

for the work is i n  the hands of the national preachers . I n  the govern i ng body of 

the church in  Peru there are twenty-one men . Al l but three of these men are 

nat iona l s . For greater success in  the qu ick spread of the Gospel, a B ib le  school has 

been estab l ished . This is cal l ed the Peruvian B ib le  I nstitute . The churches assist 

i n  fi nanc i ng the cost of operation of the school by provid ing foodstuffs as we l l  as 

money . Short-term (regiona l )  B ib le  schoo ls  are a lso held to teach those who cannot 

come to the centra l  schoo l . Added to this , B ib le correspondence courses have a lso 

been provided and are being used extens ive l y .  A pri nt shop providing the two 

national Pentecosta l  papers and the hymn books used by the churches . Li terature 

(GospeO is a lso produced i n  this pri nt shop and the book store i n  connection with it 

71 G I  . over , op.  �·, 
72 Peru , pp . 8-1 5 .  

p .  385. 
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serves as a distribut ing agency . I t  is est imated that e ighty percent of the popu lation 

have never heard the Evangel ica l  message . This chal l enge urges the m iss ionaries and 

national s  to dedicate themse lves to the task of reaching Peru for Christ . 

Ecuador 

The three definite geographic areas are the Coasta or the coasta l lowlands , 

the Sierra, or the highlands of the Andes, and the O riente , the low tropica l jung les 

of the Amazon bas in/3 S ixty percent of the peopl e  l i ve in the S ierra . 

Here as we l l  as Bol iv ia and Peru , one sees Spanish cu l ture in its most 

undi l uted form /4 Ten percent of the population are whites; forty percent are fu l l -

b looded Indians; Mestizos form fifty percent of the popu l ation . The offic ial language 

of the country is Spanish . 75 Whi l e  most of the I nd ians speak Ouenchua, some of 

the tribes speak the i r  own languages . 

Whi l e  Roman Catho l ic ism c la ims the majority of the popu l at ion ,  the Indians 

are not won to Christ ianity . There is much freedom for Evange l ica l  preaching of the 

76 Gospel . 

The British and Foreign B ib le  Soc iety was the first Protestant group to send 

a representative to Ecuador . This was in 1824 when over 700 B ib les were sold in a 

very short time . The Gospel Missionary Union, the Christ ian and Miss ionary Al l iance ,  

73Giover ,  £.1:.· c i t . ,  p .  388 . 

74 John Aberly ,  An Out l ine of Missions ,  ( Phi ! ade l phia: Muhlenburg Press , 
1945), p .  275. - -

75G I  . 388 9 over, op .  c•t . , pp . - • 

7 6 Ib id . , p .  389 . 



the Seventh Day Adventists , and others have done much m issionary work . The 

world famous radio station HCJB was the first m iss ion radio station erected _77 
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The Assembl ies of God work did not begi n  unti l 1 962 . A sports arena was 

rented and used for nightly meeti ngs . The large i nflux of new converts brought a 

need for a permanent bu i ld ing . The rented sports arena was purchased and is used 

for the c hurch  services as wel l  as the headquarters for the B ib le school . 78 The 

B ib le  school hol ds evening c lasses . A dai ly fifteen m i nute radio broadcast (except 

Sunday) is conducted . A bookstore is a l so establ ished as an out l et for the vast 

amount of l iterature that is bei ng distributed . The vast majority of the five m i l l ion 

people do not have the experience  of regeneration by the Holy Spiri t .  This cha l lenge 

has caused the m i ssionaries to work hard, establ ish i ng indigenous churches, where 

trained national pastors can d irect in  such evange l ism . 

Brit ish Guiana 

Fi rst colonized by the Dutch  and then be i ng held in turn by Ho l land and 

France ,  Brit ish Guiana was fina l l y  ceded to E ng land in 1 8 14 . 79 This co lony is 

d ivided geographica l l y  into three distric ts; forested mountains covering eighty-five 

percent of the country most ly  i naccess ib le ,  sandy grass lands cal l ed " savanah's11 , and 

the low coasta l stri p below sea l eve l and maintai ned by a system of dykes . 80 

771 bid . 
78Ecuador, (Spri ngfie ld ,  Mo . :  Gospel Publ ishing House , pub . after 

1 965) ,  pp . 5- 1 1 .  
79Robi nson , op .  c it . ,  p .  424 . 

80British Guiana,  (Springfie ld ,  Mo . :  Gospe l Pub l ish ing House , Pamphlet 
pub . after 1 960), p .  3 .  
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The cosmopo l i tan popu lation consists of many national groups . They are 

according to popu lation; East I nd ians, Negroes , Mixed descent , Europeans , Chinese 

and indigenous Amerind ians (native American Indians) . 8 1 The nati ona l program of 

education has been enlarged a long with the soc ia l  we l fare and pub l ic hea l th ser­

vices . New housing units have been constructed as wel l as drainage and land 

deve lopment has been started . Sugar accounts for one hal f  of the country's exports . 

Rice is the main c rop and catt l e  provide beef. Lumbering and m ining are becom ing 

important industries . 

Many of the Guianese are either Ang l ican or Catho l ic christ ians . Others 

adhere to Hinduism , I s lam ,  or tribal paganism . 82 Eng l ish , the offi c ial language has 

united them as a nation . 

The Dutch Lutheran church introduced Protestantism to Brit ish Guiana, 

in 1 843 . This was for the purpose of a c hurch for Dutch sett lers . The London Mission­

ary Soc iety sent m iss ionaries in 1 807 to evange l i ze the nationa l s . Others that also 

did much  m iss ionary work were the Methodi st and Presbyterian c hurches . S3 

The Assemb l i es of God Church was establ ished when a sma l l  Pentecostal work 

was brought into fe l lowsh i p  of the Assemb l ies of God in 1 953 . The work immediately  

experienced substantial growth . Many churches and Sunday schools were establ ished . 

8 1 1b id . ,  pp . 5-8 . 

82British Guiana, p. 1 0 .  

831 bid . 

841 bid . ,  pp . 1 0- 1 1 .  
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The program 11 Revivalt ime" (a weekly ha lf-hour radio broadcast heard across the 

nat ion and around the Eng l ish s peaking world) has been re leased there . Many who 

otherwise m ight not be interested i n  the Pentecosta l message do l i sten to this program 

regu l arl y .  Greater advance i n  British Guiana i s  l im i ted only by the lack  of trained 

workers . Miss ionaries thus are cha l l enged to estab l ish a B ib le  schoo l from which 

trai ned workers w i l l  go to a l l British Guiana . 

Chi l e  

Chi l e  is the narrowest country in the wor ld . I t  is twenty-s ix hundred m i les 

long and i ts average width is one hundred m i l eso85 

Chi l e  has been under Spanish dom inat ion unt i l  1 8 1 0  when it dec lared its 

i ndependence . 86 Most of the people are descendants of the Spanish settl ers and 

the I nd ians , espec ia l l y  of the Araucan tribe . There are but a few i so lated tribes 

which have remai ned i ntact .  The recent pol it ical and soc ial changes have brought 

about a consti tution which resemb les c lose ly  that of the Un ited States . Whi le most 

of the popu lat ion is Roman Catho l ic , only ten percent go to mass on Sunday . There 

is comp lete freedom of rei igion . 

Protestant m i ssions were begun in  1 873 by the Foreign C hristian Union . 

This work was taken over later by the American Presbyterians . The Methodists 

a l so did muc h  m issionary work as we l l  as the South American Miss ionary Soc iety, 

85Giover, op . c i t . ,  p .  378 . 

861b id . 
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the Seventh Day Adventists , the Christian and Miss ionary Al l iance,  and the Southern 

Baptists . Some from the Methodist community started a Pentecostal indigenous move-

ment which is the l argest group today . 87 

The Assemb l i es of God work began in 1 94 1 . There are now 48 churches 

and outstations there . Each assemb ly  has an aggressive Sunday school program . 88 

This i s  being encouraged more so by national Assemb l i es of God Sunday school con-

ventions in that country . The B ib le school program provides a curricu l um of three 

years course of study . Evening c lasses are held for those who cannot attend during 

the day . Youth organizations are estab l ished as we l l  as women's organizations 

together with the boys and gir l s  organizations . Recent ly  great evangel istic cam-

pa igns have been held by noted Assemb l ies of God American evangel i sts where many 

were converted to Christ and many were hea led of s icknesses. This revival in Chi l e  

i s  sti l l  continuing . A revo lving fund i s  estab l ished to assist new c hurches in acquiring 

new bui ldings . Chi l e  has responsive people to the Gospe l message . The m i ss ion-

aries are cha l l enged a long with the national workers to consecrate thei r  l ives to 

God for the evange l ization of their country . The B ib le  school occupies a strategic 

posit ion in the rea l ization of this goal . 

Co lombia 

Three distinct geographical sections d iv ide Colombia: the Andes Mountains , 

87 Aberly ,  op . c it . ,  p .  274 . 

88Chi le ,  (Springfie ld ,  Mo . :  Gospel Publ i shing House, pub l ished after 
1 96 1 )  1 PP o 7- 1 1 o 
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the Amazon low lands, and the coastal jung les form the d ivisions . 89 

Aftre three hundred years of Spanish ru l e  Col umbia gai ned i ndependence 

in 1 8 1 9 . 90 The coffee bean is the main source  of i ncome for the Col umbian 

economy . 91 There are a l so vast forests and valuable deposits of petro leum , gold,  

s i l ver, p lati num and emera lds . Because of the rugged terrain roads and rai lways 

are difficu lt  to deve lop thus the airways conti nues to be a vita l  necess ity in trans-

portation . The country is tryi ng to put i nto operation labor l aws, pub l ic we lfare , 

and soc ia l  security measures . 

The largest part of the population is made up of whites and hal f-castes . 

The remain ing part is composed part l y  of negroes and part ly of fu l l -blooded Indians . 92 

Spanish is the spoken language of the popul at ion . Education is free but not com-

pul sory . The l ack  of schools  caused many ch i l dren to be denied an educction . 

Many schoo l s  are privately  operated . Secondary schools  a l so private most ly . 

Col umbia is a Roman Catho l ic country . Whi l e  i n  theory there is supposed to 

be rel ig ious freedom , Protestants unt i l  recent ly  have suffered much persecution . 93 

I n  recent years , however, there has been a re l ax ing of the persecutions and more 

Protestant m i ssionaries can enter the country a l itt l e  easier. 

89Col umbia, (Springfie ld ,  Mo . :  Gospel Pub l ish ing House, pub l ished after 
1 963) , p .  2 .  

90G I  . 392 over 1 op • .s!.!. 1 p .  • 

9 1 columbia,  p .  3 . 

92G I  . over, op • .s!.!. 
93colombia,  pp . 6-1 1 .  
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Protestant m issionary work begai n i n  1 856 by the Presbyterian Church  U . S . A. 

Others who entered l ater were the Gospe l Miss ionary Union, the Evange l ica l  Al l iance 

Mission, and the Christian and Missionary Al l iance . 94 Al l these made great con-

tributions to Protestant work that was to fol low .  

The Assemb l i es of God work began i n  1 932, i n  Sogamoso . After a number 

of years another area was establ i shed w ith a c hurc h .  With  the passi ng of the years 

known as "the Violence" , there were fruitfu l  results noted . I n  1 959 , in  cooperation 

wi th other Evange l ica l  groups, a reviva l campaign was launched . The highest 

attendance was approximate ly  ten thousand . 95 Hundreds of p.;op le  made dec isions 

for Christ and many became members of the various congregations . There are 89 

c hurches and outstations . The B ib le school opened in  1 943 as a jo int effort with the 

Assembl ies of God of Venezuel a .  When the school moved to Venezue la ,  a night 

B ib le  sc hool was opened i n  1 955 . I n  , 960 an enlarged B ib le  school program was 

l aunc hed . Now that a new day has dawned upon Evange l ica l  Christianity in  Celom-

bia,  the cha l l enge to evangel i ze i s  great . Many m issionaries fee l  that this is God's 

hour for the Evange l ica l  evangel ization of Colombia .  

U ruguay 

Thi s is the sma l l est of the South American republ i c s . The l and is one of 

rol l i ng grassy p la ins devoted to stock rai s ing . 96 There is a lso a l im i ted amount of 

farm i ng .  

94G I  . over, op .  �· 
951b id . ,  pp . 393-4 . 

96tb id . ,  p .  370 . 
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Uruguay gained i ts independence from Brazi l in 1 825 . The country has 

been free from dictatorshi ps .  Uruguay is a welfare state . I t  is cons idered to be 

the most progressive of a l l  the South American states . Noted a lso is i ts bei ng a 

c i tade l  of freedom and a center of c u lture and education . 97 

Most of the peop le  are Ladinos of Spanish descent . 98 The rest of the popu-

lot ion is composed of I ndians, Negroes , and others . The offic ia l  l anguage of the 

country is Spanish . Primary and higher education i s  avai l ab le and provided free by 

the welfare state so that i l l iteracy i s  a lmost unknown . A re l atively h igh standard 

of l iv ing is enjoyed by the peopl e .  

I n  that church and state are separate coupled with Uruguay being the least 

Roman  Cathol ic of a l l  South American countr ies, there is comp lete rel ig ious l iberty . 99 

Uruguay is a secu lar state and thus pub l ic and private moral ity is at  a low ebb , 

Waldenses from Ita l y  who emigrated to the country si nce 1 875 have been 

the first Protestants there , a lthough some authorit ies mai nta in that the American 

Methodists were there about 1 835 . Other churches that have worked and estab l i shed 

churches are the Lutherans , the Seventh Day Adventists, and others . 1 00 

The Asse mb l ies of God work began i n  1 946 . Wi thi n thirteen years a churc h  

and severa l  centers were estab l i shed i n  Montevideo . 1 0 l Other m issionaries came 

971 bid . 
981b id . 
99Jbi d .  

1 OO Aberl y, op .  c i t .  , p .  272 . 
1 01 Urugual (Springfie ld ,  Mo . :  Gosp.9 1  Publ i sh ing House, pub .  after 

1 963) , pp . 6- 1 1 .  
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to other c ities and establ ished churches and preaching poi nts there . Large evange-

l istie cam paigns have been conducted with the use of American Assembl ies of God 

evange l ists . These a lso hel ped i n  inc reasi ng the number of converts and consequent ly 

the number of members i n  the churches . The Uruguay B ib le  I nst itute was establ ished 

in 1 960 . Here consecrated young men and gi r ls tra in  for the m inistry among their 

own people .  The o ldest continuous Assembl ies of God radio program on the m ission 

fie ld  is in Uruguay . This program is re leased over a 50, 000 watt station every Sunday 

morn ing . There is another dai l y  broadcast conducted i n  another c ity by another 

m issionary . I n  that the average Paraguayan i s  a pleasure- loving, easy-going sort 

of person, he has been i ndifferent to the acceptance of the Gospe l . This has made 

it d i ffic u l t  to reach him with the Gospe l . This then i s  the cha l lenge for the church  

i n  Uruguay; to capture the attention of  the popu lat ion . The first important task is 

the trai n ing of nationa ls  to w itness to the i r  peopl e .  Whi l e  there have been new con-

verts added to the churc hes through the various efforts , there are st i I I  scores of towns 

and c it ies w ithout the Pentecostal message and severa l  towns of cons iderab le  size 

w ithout any Evange l ica l  message . 

Brazi I 

This is the fourth largest country i n  the wor l d . l 02 I t  was colonized by 

Portugal i n  1 500 . I n  1 822 it was dec lared an i ndependent empire . I n  1 899 the 

empire was overthrown and Braz i l  became a repub l ic . The constitution that was 

1 02 . G lover, op .  �. , p .  363 .  
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adopted resembles that of the United States of America .  S lavery has been abol ished 

and re l i gious l iberty has been granted . 

Most of the popul ation i s  white . The remai n ing are Mu latto, Negro ,  

I ndian, and others . The domi nant rel igion of  Brazi l is Roman Catho l ic • 1 03 There 

was separation of churc h and state i n  1 889 but they were reuni ted i n  1 934 . Separ-

ation came again in  1 946 and the consti tution guarantees re l ig ious l i berty . 

The American Methodists were the fi rst Protestants to enter Brazi l  i n  the 

1 830's .  1 04 The Southern Methodists a l so came some time l ater. Others com ing i n  

to Braz i l  were the Presbyterians in  1 888 and the Southern Baptists i n  1 88 1 . 

The Assemb l i es of God work dates back  to 1 9 1 0  when two m issionaries came 

from Sweden and began preachi ng there . As of 1 966, the first Brazi l i an convert to 

rece ive the Baptism with the Hol y  Spirit was ni nety years o ld  and was then l iving . 1 05 

Al l the churches founded were enti rely i nd igenous . Miss ionaries and workers went 

where the people were . Thus eighty percent of the membershi p is concentrated i n  

strategic centers where ninety three percent of Braz i l 's popu lation l i ves . There are 

short-term B ib le  school s  located throughout the country to provide tra in ing for 

national pastors .  Phenomenal growth has been experi enced by the c hurch i n  thi s 

country . Approximate ly  one Brazi l ian out of seventy-one is a member  of an Assemb l ies 

of God churc h .  Bes ides each convert being an aggressive wi tness to the power of the 

1 031 bid . 

1 041 b id  • 1 P • 364 • 

1 05uwhat1s the Secret of the Pentecostal Reviva l in  Brazi I ? 11 ,  The Pente-
.:._ostal Evange l ( 1 966) , p .  8 .  
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Gospe l , the church  has an effective witness through I iterature and radio . The print­

i ng plant in Rio de Jane i ro produces m i l l ions of pieces of Gospel l i terature in the 

Portuguese language . With the l arge constant infl ux of new converts the chal l enge 

is to keep tra in ing more workers as we l l  as evangel izing the rest of the m i l l ions of 

people in this 1 1g iant of South America" . 

Brit i sh Honduras 

A narrow str ip  of land, n inety percent of which is covered with jung le  

forest . 1 06 The c l imate is tropical with a high hum id ity with l ittle temperature change 

throughout the year .  The forest products consti tute the country's main exports . These 

i nc l ude mahogany, cedar, pi ne , and ch ic le  from the sapod i l l a  trees . Besides these 

bananas and c itrus fru its are cu lt ivated for export . For the ir own use the land produces 

maize, beans, tomatoes , yams, and cassavas . Sugar is processed and fishing is an 

important i ndustry . 

British sett lers from Jamaica joined some sh ipwrecked British seamen in 1 638 . 

Unt i l  1 963 the country was a c rown colony of Great Brita in . At that time it was 

granted internal sel f-government . 1 07 

The people are a m ixture of Carib and Maya I ndians and Negroes from 

Jamaica with Span ish, Dutch,  and Eng l ish . The I nd ian tribes of the interior retain 

the i r  rac ial puri ty . The offic ia l  l anguage of the country is E ngl ish . 1 08 Roman 

1 06British Honduras, (Spri ngfie ld ,  Mo . :  Gospel Pub . House, 1 963), 
pp. 2-4 .  

1 07Ib id .  r p .  4 . 

1 081b id . ,  pp . 5-6 . 



Catho l ic ism is strong i n  i nfluence . This church c laims more than one-ha lf  of the 

popu lat ion as its adherents . The remain ing part of the popu lation is either pagan 

anim ist or Protestant . 
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Protestant work was started by the Ang l ican Church for the Brit ish settlers . 1 09 

I n  the ear ly part of the n ineteenth century E ng l ish Methodists and P lymouth Brethren 

worked among the I ndi ans and Negroes . American m issionary soc iet ies sent m iss ion-

aries in the ear ly twentieth century . 

The Assemb l ies of God work began i n  1 946 by two workers from Jamaica . 

Street meet i ngs and cottage prayer meeti ngs soon produced a s izeab l e  congregation 

which was estab l ished . I n  due time as other churches were founded, the work was 

started to make the churc hes i nd igenous . This p laced the responsib i l ity of the work 

i n  a great measure upon the Assemb l i es of God of British Honduras . 1 1 0 The Bib le 

school was estab l ished about 1 95 1 . The government-subsidized e lementary schoo l 

is sponsored by the church there . The chal l enge of British Honduras is the tremendous 

opportunities for evange l ism i n  this small country . The need i s  for trained national 

workers who w i l l  dedicate themse lves to this task . The m issionaries expect the Bib le 

sc hool w i l l  greatly ass ist i n  this endeavor . 

Costa Rica 

Here i s  a country that is the most picturesque and cu l tured of a l l  Central 

1 09 1b id . ,  p .  6 .  

1 1 01b id . , pp . 6-1 1 . 
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American countries . 1 1 1  S pa i n  colonized this country i n  1 502 . When the federation 

of Central America broke up in 1 838 , Costa Rica became an i ndependent state . The 

offic ia l  language of the country is Spanish . 

The ch ief export is the mounta in  grown coffee . They have other exports 

which  i nc l ude bananas , cacao,  and abaca .  The lumber industry a l so an  important 

item to the country's economy is made poss ib le due to the extensive forests . 1 1 2 

One of the most effic ient school systems in Lat in  America has been developed 

here . Education,  both primary and h igher , is free and i s  com pulsory between the 

ages of seven and fourteen . 1 1 3 Soc ia l  welfare and publ ic hea lth and labor laws 

have been enacted and enforced into operation . 

The people of Spanish ancestry form ninety-five percent of the popu lation . 

There is a sma l l  number of aborig inal I nd ians and a smal l sett lement of Negroes . 1 1 4 

Whi l e  the Roman Catho l i c  faith is dom inant , there is re l ig ious l iberty for other 

re l ig ions . 

Protestant m i ssions real ly began accordi ng to most sources by Dr . C .  I .  

Scofie ld when the Central American Mission was formed as the resu l t ,  i n  1 890.  

Others that have done much  m iss ionary work are the American Methodists and the 

L . Am • M' . 1 1 5 atm enca rssron . 

1 1 1 GJ . 4 1 7 over, .£E..· crt .  , p .  . 
1 12 Costa Rica ,  (Springfie ld,  Mo . :  Gospe l Pub .  House, 1 96 1 ) , p .  3 .  

1 1 3t b id .  

1 14GI  . 4 1 8  over , op  . .:;_!.  , p .  • 

1 1 5tb id . ,  p .  4 1 8-20 . 
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The Assemb l i es of God work began in 1 943 in San Jose . Success was enjoyed 

from the beg inning where many people were converted to C hrist and a large number 

were baptized w ith the Holy Spiri t .  1 1 6 I n  1 950 the indigenous system was rea l i zed 

when a national pastor was e lected of the San Jose Assembl y .  Now a l l  assembl ies 

are being pastored by national pastors and are being supported by the i r  congregations . 

A nat iona l organization has a lso been formed known offic ia l l y  as the Nationa l Confer-

ence of the Assemb l i es of God in Costa Rica . This organization is divided into six 

districts . Each district is supervised by an e l ected presbyter,  a l l  six being nationals . 

The genera l presbyters and those who hold  the offic es of vice-superintendents and 

secretary-treasurer in the executive piesbytery are a l l  nationa ls . The conference 

c hose in that year to have a m issionary ho ld the office of superintendent . The Bib le 

school was estab l ished to promote further growth of the conference .  Both men and 

women are being trained in this three year course . These in turn go down into the 

vi I I  ages or the more populated area with a message of salvation by faith in C hrist . 

In that most of the c hurches are located in the southern area of the country, the nationa ls 

and m iss ionaries are c ha l lenged to spread the message of Christ throughout the entire 

repub l ic . 

E l  Salvador 

This is the most densely  popu l ated of a l l Centra l American states . It is also 

the sma l l est Centra l American country . This repub l ic was a colony of Spain unti I 

1 839 when the Central American Federation was d isso lved . E l  Sa lvador then became 

1 1 6c R" 4 1 1  � �, pp . - • 
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an 1 n  epen ent repu 1 c . 

The arab l e  soi l  produces enough food for the popu lation . Corn , beans , 
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m i l let ,  and wheat are raided for local consumption whi l e  sugar, henequen, balsam , 

d . d d . . . 1 1 8 cotton an nee are pro uce 1 n export quant 1 t 1 es .  

Most of the people are Ladinos . Fifteen percent of the popu l ation is pure 

I ndian . The offic ia l  l anguage of the repub l ic is Spanish . 1 1 9 Education is free and 

compulsory but the shortage of teachers and schoo l s  accounts for the many unschooled 

ch i ldren i n  the rural areas . The dom inant rel ig ion is Roman Cathol ic ism but s ince  

the government took control of a l l  schoo l s  in  1 929 , education was made who l l y  

secu lar . 

The Central American Mission was the fi rst to enter this country i n  1 894 

as a P rotestant m iss ion . They estab l ished c hurches and have national workers now 

d . d k 1 20 
o 1 ng a goo wor • 

The Assemb l i es of God work began i n  1 929 , when a m i ss ionary came to 

a lmost 500 Pentecostal bel ievers who asked that they be organized and disc i pl ined 

according to t he constitution and by-laws of the Genera l Counc i l of the Assembl ies 

of God i n  the United States of America .  Thus the churc hes were organ ized i nto a 

nat ional counc i 1. 1 2 1  The radio dai l y  broadcasts have been found by the rad io stations 

1 1 7G iover, op . c it . , p .  41 4. 

1 1 8£LSa l vador, (Spr ingfie ld,  Mo . :  Gospel Pub . House , pub l ished after 
1 958L p .  2 .  

1 1 9G r  . 4 14 1 5  over, op . �. , pp . - • 

1 201 b id . ,  p .  41 5 .  

1 2 1g_ Sal vador, pp . 4- 1 1 .  
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to have the highest l istening audience of a l l  the station's programming . Thus radio 

has been a great means of propagat ing the Gospe l . The Bib le  school was opened i n  

193 1 . S i nce then many have been tra ined for the m i nistry . Recent ly  fourth year 

courses have been added to the regu lar three year program . Thousands of tracts 

have been pub l ished and distributed by the Bi b le  schoo l students and other Christian 

workers . The B ib le Book Store in  Santa Ana is respons ib le for the sale  of one half  

of a l l  B ib les sold  i n  E l  Salvador . The work has grown to where the Assembl ies of God 

Churc h  is the strongest evange l ica l  group in the country . A revol ving bui ld ing has 

been establ ished to assist new assemb l ies in  bu i ld ing the i r  churches . 

Guatema la  

Guatema la  is a land of  mountains and smok ing vol canoes, r ivers ,  l akes , 

and tropica l  low lands . I nd ian corn was first grown here . 1 22 This was the center of 

the Mayan Empire i n  pre-colon ia l  days . I n  1 82 1  Guatema la  severed connection with 

Spain and became a repub l ic after jo in ing the confederation of Central America in 

1 839 . 

More than ha l f  the peopl e  are pure I ndian and belong to many d ifferent 

groups descendant from the Maya-Quiche tri be .  1 23 On ly  one tenth of the population 

is pure white, and the remai nder are most ly  Ladi nos (m ixture of white and I ndian with 

the I ndian strain predom inati ng) . They raise coffee and bananas which account for 

�---� --

1 22Gt . 408 over, op . c 1 t . ,  p .  • 

1 231b id .  
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nine-tenths of the exports . 1 24 Sugar cane, rice ,  cotton, beans , and corn are a l so 

grown . The forests have hardwoods which have a great demand in world markets . 

The sapodi I I  a tree yie lds a white res in cal l ed ch ic l e ,  the raw materia l  from which 

chewing gum is made . 

Whi l e  ninety percent of the popu lation is Roman Catho l i c , a l l  other 

I . . h l 'b f h ' 1 25 Th' l ' b  t . d' I ' re 1g1ous groups ave 1 erty o wors 1p . 1s means 1 er y m ra 10 evange 1sm , 

l iterature d istribution ,  and publ ic meetings . 

The first Protestant m i ss ion to work here was the Presbyterian Church  from 

the United States of America, in 1 882 . The next m ission to fol low was the Central 

America m iss ion . Both have done considerab le  m iss ionary work in the country . 1 26 

The Assembl ies of God work began in  1 937 in Jutiapa where the m iss ionaries 

worked with one of the a l ready existing Pentecostal groups . This work has progressed 

h I h . . I I  . d' M ' . . I I 1 27 to t e p ace w ere 1t 1s toto y 1n 1genous . 1ss1onan es serve on y as counse ors . 

Prior to 1 950 when the B ib le schoo l was estab l i shed, students attended the B ib le 

schoo l in E l  Sal vador. The Bib le schoo l in Guatema la  has more nationals  serving 

on its facu l ty than m issionaries . A bookstore was opened in Guatemala C ity to serve 

as a center for l iterature d istribution which is produced on the mu l t i l ith press . Four 

da i l y  radio  programs are being broadcast; three from Guatemala C i ty and one from 

1 24
Guatemala,  (Springfie ld ,  Mo . :  Gospe l Pub . House , pub l i shed after 

1 96 1 ) ,  p .  2 .  

1 25G I  • over, op . <:.:!,. 
1 26I b id . ,  pp . 409- 1 1 0 .  

1 27 Guatema la ,  p .  5-1 1 .  
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Coatepeque . Nationals  produce the broadcasts and the l i sten i ng audiences support 

them financ ial l y .  Great c i ty-wide evangel istic meetings were he ld  which brought 

a l arge number of  new converts . As a resu lt  a l so there have been many more churches 

added to the organization . Whi l e  a great response to the Gospe l has been seen i n  

Guatemala,  there remains m uch to be  done . The mi ss ionar ies and national s are 

chal l enged to reach the popul ation i n  remote areas of the country. 

Honduras 

This is a rugged country which is the second l argest of the Centra l American 

Republ ics :r28 The coastal p la ins extend for s ixty or seventy m i l es reaching to the 

mounta in  ranges . The swamplands , j ung les and mountai ns merge i n  the eastern part . 

Honduras was a colony of Spai n unti l 1821 when it ga ined i ndependence and became 

a sovereign i ndependent repub l ic i n  1838 . 

Most of the popu l ation are Mestizo . There are a l so Negroes who were 

brought i n  from Jamaica to work on the banana p lantations . 129 The vast majority 

of the peop le  are Roman Cathol ic but re l ig ious freedom is guaranteed by the govern-

ment for a l l .  S panish is the offic ia l  l anguage . 

The fi rst Protestant m ission to beg in  work was the Central America Mission 

i n  1896 . 130 Others who have do ne much m issionary work a l so were the Cal ifornia 

Yearly Meet ing of Friends, the Evangel ical  and Reformed C hurc h as we l l  as the World 

128G I  . 412 over, op . c 1 t .  , p .  • 

1291 bid. 

1301b id . , pp . 412-13 . 
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Gospel Mission which entered in 1 943 . The latter is responsib le  for the evangel i -

zation of three hundred thousand people i n  the centra l part of the repub l ic .  

The Assemb l i es of God work began in  1 940 . 1 31 The m issionaries set the 

three ex ist ing Pentecostal c hurches i n  order (organ ized them w ith an offic ia l  board 

of deacons , pastor, etc . )  and formed a church organization . Prior to 1 947 when 

the B ib le schoo l was establ ished, the students attended the school in E l  Sal vador . 

This sc hool has made a vital contribution toward a strong national churc h  i n  Honduras . 

The work from its begi nni ng has been and i s  i ndigenous . Each year new assembl ies 

are estab l ished and new c hurches are bui l t . Whi l e  a l l  offices of the Assemb l i es of 

God i n  Honduras are open to national s ,  the conference e lected a m i ssionary for the 

office  of superi ntendent . An Engl ish branch of the Assembl ies of God was opened in  

1 960 to m in ister to the Negro popu lation . There is yet a great unfin ished task . 

The nationals  ond m iss ionaries are dedicated to enter the unoccupied areas of the 

country . 

Mexico 

The next-door neighbor to the Un ited States of America,  Mexico has an 

interior high plateau on which the pri nc ip le c it ies are locoted . 1 32 Prior to Spanish 

rul e  in 1 520, Mexico was an I ndian nation .  After Span ish ru l e  ended in 1 8 1 0, 

Mexico began its soc ial revo lution , which i s  in  progress even this day . Mexico 

1 3 1 Honduras, (Spri ngfie ld ,  Mo . :  Gospel Pub . House , 1 962}, pp . 4-1 1 .  

1 32G I  . 401 over, op . c • t . ,  p .  • 
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cou ld  survive for twenty years wi thout hel p  from the outside world i f  i ts resources 

were deve loped fu l l y . 1 33 Whi l e  l eading the world in si lver production, Mexico 

has rich deposits a lso of gold ,  l ead,  copper and uranium . I ts important i ndustries 

are oi I and aspha l t .  I ts forests produce cedar, mahogany, and rosewood as we i  I as 

spruce .  Corn is the c hief crop, however, cereals, rice , beans , coffee, sugar , and 

various frui ts and vegetab les are a l so grown . 

More than ha l f  of the popu lation of Mexico i s  Mest izo . Most of the remai nder 

of the popu lat ion i s  pure I ndian and the remainder of this part is of unm ixed European 

descent . The offic ial language is Spanish but the I ndian tr ibes speak their own 

d ia lects . 1 34 Seven hundred thousand I ndians speak the Aztec language and three 

hundred thousand speak Mayan . The preva i l i ng re l ig ion is Roman Catho l ic ism but 

the Constitution of 1 857 separated c hurch and state . Al l educationa l work must be 

secu lar .  Miss ionaries must not hold  office i n  the churc h .  

I n  1 852 the first Protestant m issionary came to Mexico . Other m iss ion 

boards doing much  m issionary work were the American and Foreign Christ ian Union,  

the American Board of Commiss ioners for Foreign Missions, the Northern Presbyterians 

and the Southern Presbyterians , the Methodist E piscopal Churc h  and the Methodist 

E piscopal Churc h  South ,  and the American E pi scopa l  churc h .  1 35 

p .  3-4 . 

1 33Mexico, (Springfi e ld, Mo . :  Gospel Pub . House, publ i shed after 1 960) ,  

1 34G I  . over, op .  �· 
1 351 b id .  1 PP • 402-04 . 



The Assemb l i es of God work began i n  1 9 1 5  by a fam i ly from the United 

States who owned and operated certa in m ines near Nacozari . 1 36 They conducted 

services for the m iners who worked for them . These smal l  beginnings were carried 

on by aggressive nationals . A Mexican who had received Christ as his personal 
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Saviour and had been fi l l ed with the Ho ly Spirit i n  Houston , Texas, c ame back to 

Mexico and founded and bui lt the first Pentecostal church i n  Cuidad Muzquiz,  Coahu i l a  

state . He organized many other assemb l ies . Mexico City has one of the most out­

stand ing churches as a resu lt of the work of a m iss ionary and then fol lowed up by a 

dedicated convert . The work progressed quite wel l so that in  1 93 1 ,  a national organ i ­

zation was formed and registered w ith the government as the Assembl i es of God i n  

Mexico . The genera l confe rence is di vided i nto three districts ,  each with a ful l  time 

district superintendent . There are five B ib le  sc hools estab l ished by nationa ls  for the 

tra i n ing of new recruits for the m in i stry . Two revol ving funds have been estab l ished 

to ass i st new c hurches; one for the purchase of B ib les and Christian l iterature, the 

other for bui ld ing chape l s . The Lat in Amer ican Orphanage located i n  Acapu lco, was 

establ ished in 1 946 to take care of orphans . These are bei ng a lso won to the Lord 

Jesus Christ . There is a lso a day schoo l  providing e l ementary education for the 

orphanage ch i l dren . I n  that Communism i s  bidding for Mex ico,  and the Roman Catho­

l ic C hurch i s  seeking to return to power, the nationals are cha l lenged to pray and 

work t i l l  a l l  Mexico is reached w ith the message of Chri st . 

1 36Mexico, pp . 6- 1 1 .  
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N icaragua 

This is the most sparse ly populated of a l l  Central American countries . 1 37 

Nicaragua gained fu l l  independence of Spanish ru le  in 1 838 . The broad western 

low lands have a rich soi l  which produces coffee, cotton , sesame, corn, and rice .  1 38 

The industries developed are catt le rais ing, l umbering and m ining . 

The Mestizos form about seventy percent of the popul ation . 1 39 About 

fi fteen percent of the people are pure white and the rest are Negro . Roman Catho l ic i sm 

is the preva i l ing rel i gion but there i s  comp lete freedom of rel igion . 

The first Protestant m iss ionaries to enter Centra l America came to N icaragua 

from Germany. They were the German Moravian Churc h .  Another m i ss ion that came 

l ater was the Central American Mission . 140 These had much  success in the ir efforts . 

The Assemb l ies of God work began when m issionaries in  1 926 affi l iated 

the existing three stations w i th the Assemb l i es of God General Counc i I .  In 1 936, 

the m i ssionaries encouraged the c hurches to form a national c hurch organization . 

This was done and they are offic i a l l y  known to the Evange l ical  Pentecostal Conference 

of the Assembl ies of God in N icaragua . The N icaragua B ib le  Insti tute was estab l i shed 

to train nation a ls for the m inistry and thus became an important factor in the growth 

of the Assemb l i es of God . I n  1 944 m iss ionaries and nationals  spent several days in 

1 37 Glover, op . c it . ,  p .  41 6 .  

1 38N icaragua, (Spri ngfie ld,  Mo: Gospe l Pub . House, pub l ished after 
1 960) , p .  3 .  

1 39GI  . over, op .  c • t .  

140tb id . 1 pp .  4 1 6- 1 7 .  
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spec ia l  prayer for a spiritua l  reviva l ,  when a l l at once within three hours fifty or 

more were fi l led with the Ho ly  Spir it .  This caused such spiritual exc itement that 

w ithin the next few months other p laces had peop le  rece iving this same experi ence .  14 1 

Thus the work s pread from the central mountain section to the east coast . Now a l l  

the offic es of the national church  are held by  nationa l s .  C i ty-wide evangel istic 

campaigns were conducted whic h  resulted in the addition of many new converts . 

There are two dai l y  radio broadcasts and an extensive l i terature d istribution program . 

The B ib le  school produc ing more trained national s  wi l l  ass ist great ly in the c hal lenge 

of reaching a l l  of N icaragua w ith the Gospe l . 

Dominican Repub l i c  

Located on the Eastern part of  the is land of Hispanio la the Dominican Repub l ic  

occ upies the eastern two-thirds of it . 1 42 The c l imate is tropical with s l ight variations 

owing to differences in  alt itude . 

Various governments ruled in this repub l ic . 1 43 Then in 1 922 the United States 

of America establ ished a provisional government which continued t i l l  1 924 .  I n  1 941 

the country has been com plete ly  independent . Since  then notab l e  progress has been 

made . The constitut ion adopted in 1 947 guarantees basic democratic freedoms .  Labour 

l aws and pub l ic hea l th and soc ia l  secur ity measures have been enacted and put into 

14 1 N ' • 7 1caragua, op .  c 1t . ,  pp . - 1 1 .  

142Giover, op .  c it . ,  p .  425 . 

1431 bid . 1 pp . 425-26 . 
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operation . Educat ion is free and com pul sory for chi l dren between the ages of seven 

and fourteen . Roads , airplane services for transportation and sc ientific methods of 

agriculture introduced for increased food production . 144 

Most of the aborigina l  I ndians were either k i l l ed or dri ven off the is land 

at the time of conquest . 1 45 Inter-marriage between the Spaniards and the imported 

negroes resulted in a m ixed race, which forms two thirds of the tota l popul at ion . 

Of the remainder, most of the people are Negroes and the rest are white . The 

offic ia l  l anguage of the repub l ic is Spanish . The state re l igion is the Roman Cathol ic 

Church but other faiths are to lerated . 

Protestant m iss ions fi rst entered the country in 1 899 . The churches that were 

organized united to form the Free Methodist Church of the Dominican Repub l ic . Other 

m i ssions doing fine m issionary work were the Protestant E piscopa l C hurch and the West 

I d. M' . 1 46 n leS I SS IOn ,  

The Assemb l ies of God work began when a Puerto Rican Assembl ies of God 

m inister came here w ithout any support and organized the first Assemb ly  in 1 933 . In 

1 94 1  the Dom inican Republ ic Assemb l i es of God Counc i l  was formed . This was turned 

over to the fore ign m issions department of Assembl ies of God in the United States . 

The growth of the work has been rapid .  City-wide evangel ist ic  campaigns have pro-

duced large numbers of new converts . New churches as a resul t  a l so have been 

p .  4 . 
144Dom inican Republ ic ,  (Springfie ld ,  Mo . :  Gospel Pub . House , 1 96 1 ) , 

145G I  . 426 over, op . c ' t .  , p .  • 

1 461 bid . 



organized . Two evange l ist ic centers have been erected in Cu idad Tru j i l lo and 
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La Romana . The Dom inican B ib le Institute founded in  1 945 has a ided in the progress 

of the work through its graduates who go forth preaching the Gospel to their peopl e .  

Five hundred thousand pieces of l iterature were distributed in one year .  The 

objective of the m i ssionaries and workers is to place a gospel packet in every home . 

Whi l e  a number of radio broadcasts are made the m i ssionari es hope to get one one of 

the l arge stations where the ent ire is land wi l l  be reached . Whi l e  much has been 

accompl ished in this m iss ionary work , there remains much  more to be done . The 

m iss ionaries and nationa l workers have laid plans for evangel ism of the enti re island . 1 47 

Haiti 

Occupying one third of the i s land of Hispanio la ,  Haiti l ies on its western 

part . Most of the is mountainous with coffee and sugar as i ts chi ef crops . The heavi l y  

populated area i s  in the southern part . 1 48 The French West India Company seized 

control of this part of the i s land in 1 664 . In 1 795 the colony received its independence 

and in 1 804 the repub l ic was set up .  

Most of the popul ation are Negroes who are descendants of  the s laves brought 

over by the Spanish and French .  149 French i s  the offic ia l  language but the majority 

of the popu lation speaks Creol e  d ia lect (essentia l l y  French m ixed wi th Arawak Indian, 

147 D . . R b l '  om t mcan epu t c , p p .  6-1 1 .  

148Giover, op . c i t .  pp . 427-28 . 

1491bi d .  



Spanish, and African dia lects) . Ignorance ,  degradation, and low standard of l i ving 

abound on every hand . The Roman Catho l ic Church  and Voodooism are the two pre-
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vai l i ng re l i g ions . Voodooism is a m ixture of African fetishism and Roman Catho l ic ism . 

Protestant m i ssions were begun in  1 8 1 6  by two Wes leyan Methodists . Other 

missions work ing there were the E piscopal Church ,  American Baptists , Methodist 

Missionary Soc iety, Baptist Mid-Missions , West I ndies Miss ions , the Church of God . 1 50 

The Assemb l ies of God work began in 1 945 . The work has expanded con-

s iderab l y .  The work of the Turnbu l l  Memorial B ib le  School there has aided considerably  

i n  produc ing graduates for the m in istry . 1 5 1  Haiti i s  said to be  one of  the fastest 

growing evange l ica l  communit ies i n  the world . The freedom of worship that Haiti 

has g ives m i ssions an unpara l l e led opportuni ty . The American Bib l e Soc iety is work i ng 

on trans lation of the New Testament in C reo le . The m issionaries and workers are thus 

cha l l enged to engage then in a program of l iterature d istri but ion . 

Jamaica 

D iscovered by Co l umbus in  1494, it remained a possess ion of the Spaniards 

dur ing which t ime they a lmost i f  not a l together destroyed the native popul ation . I t  

became a British possess ion in 1 655 . 

This country has beautifu l  scenery and a favourabl e  c l imate . 1 53 I t  l ies , 

1 50lb i  d • 1 PP • 428-31 .  

1 5 1 Ha iti , (Spr ingfie ld,  Mo . :  Gospe l Pu bl i sh ing House, publ ished after 
1 960) , pp . 6:-rl. 
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though,  i n  the southern track of great hurricanes and there are frequent earthquakes . 

Jamaica i s  one of the world's largest sources of bauxite . Agricul ture is the dominant 

factor in the economy of the l and . Sugar, bananas , c i trus fruits, cocoa , Iogwood 

extract, pimento , and ginger are some of its products . 

The people possess a cu l ture which  is large ly  African under British language , 

laws, and customs . 1 54 Most of the people are descendants of African s laves . The 

remain ing part of the popul ation are mu latto, with sma l l  m i norit ies of Europeans , 

East I ndians , Ch inese, Syrians , and nationals of neighboring repub l ics . Their low 

standard of l iv ing is accom panied by i l legit imacy and i l l i teracy .  As mentioned 

previous ly  the offic ia l  language is Eng l ish . Other dia lects and African languages 

are spoken in  the remote areas . 

Protestant m iss ions was begun by the Church of Eng land . Moravians were 

the first to do m i ss ionary work among the s lave popu lat ion . Others doing work there 

were the Baptists , Church  of God , Soc iety of Friends , and others . There was a 

spir itua l awakening in  Jamaica about one hundred years ago but due to lack  of 

teach ing they were drawn in  Pocomanianism (mixture of Christ ianity and Paganism) . 

This re l ig ion has a l arge fo l lowing; its priests c laim prophetic and hea l i ng powers . 1 55 

The Assemb l i es of God work was begun i n  1 937 . A number of churches were 

organ ized and i n  1 942 were formed into the Assembl ies of God organization . Two 

evange l ist ic centers were bui l t; one i n  Kingston and the other i n  Montego Bay . The 

1 541 bid . ,  pp . 5-8 . 

1 55Jbid . ,  p .  8 .  
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Jamaica B ib le Schoo l was establ ished for the training of nationa ls for the propagation 

of the Gospe l . During the time the Main B ib le  Schoo l i s  not in session, short term 

Bib le schools are conducted in various parts of the i sland .  1 56 These short term 

sc hoo l s  are for those who are not ab le  to attend the regu lar B ib le  schoo l . The 

present number of trained nationals  is too sma l l  to expand too greatly . The m ission­

aries are dedicated to the training of many nat ional s  with God's ca l l  to preach the 

word . This wi I I  he lp them reach the is land with the message of sal vation . 

SUMMARY 

Much good Protestant m iss ionary work was done in Latin America for approxi­

mate ly  one hundred years prior to the com ing of  the Assemb l i es of God Churc h .  

These m issions la id a good foundation for evangel ical and Pentecostal Christian ity . 

I n  some countr ies these m issions have a large membership comparative l y .  

Assembl ies of God m issions began at the turn of the twentieth century . 

Brazi l was the fi rst country to receive the Pentecostal m issionaries in 1 907 and 

Argentina fol lowed c l ose behind with m issionaries com ing on 1 909 . By 1 920, four 

countries had Assembl ies of God churches . They were Venezue la,  Mexico, Peru , 

and Ncaragua . E l  Sal vador was added to this l i st by 1 930 . Between 1 931 and 

1 940, five more countri es were entered by the m iss ionaries . They were: Co lombia, 

Dominican Repub l i c ,  Honduras , Jamaica, and Guatema la . Seven more countries 

were entered and c hurches establ ished between 1 94 1  and 1 950 . They were: Chi le 

1 56Jb id . ,  pp . 8- 1 1 .  
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Paraguay, Hait i , Uruguay, Bol iv ia, British Honduras , and Costa Rica . British 

Guiana had the m issionaries come i n ,  making i t  the only addit ion between 1 95 1 -60 . 

The rest of the Lati n American countries had churches estab l i shed s ince 1 960 . They 

were: Ecuador, Bahamas, Cuba, and Panama . Only one country i n  Lat in  America 

remains as of 1 966 which has yet no Assembl i es of God churc h .  This  i s  the country 

of French Guiana . 

I n  al l the countries there was economic progress and the rai s ing of the 

standard of l iv i ng . This trend genera l l y  began from the time of i ndependence from 

co lonia l  ru l e . This a l so has resu lted i n  progress i n  education . The constitut ional 

guarantees of the bas ic freedoms has g iven impetus espec ia l l y  to the young to search 

even for spiritua l truth . Evangel ica l  m iss ions as wel l  as the Assemb l ies of God have 

tried to take this cha l l enge and present the truth of the B ib le  to the Lati ns as they 

(evange l ica l s) understand i t . 

The Assembl i es of God work was genera l ly started with the com i ng of a 

m issionary . He sought to estab l ish himself i n  a suitabl e  area and began holding 

gospel meet ings i n  h i s  front room , a front room of a be l iever, in a rental hal l ,  or 

some such p lac e .  After the number of converts grew the m iss ionary sought to secure 

a bui ld ing to house the growi ng church . This  was done by the converts contributing 

to such a purchase themsel ves . I n  some cases i n i t ia l  hel p was recei ved from the 

Un i ted States . Early the m iss ionary sought to tra in  the new converts i n  t i thi ng for 

the support of the who le  work . A B ib le  school was then organ ized and converts who 
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fe lt the ca l l of God to the m inistry were trained . These students have gone out during 

the i r  term of training and with the assistance at first of the m iss ionary, conducted 

outstation Sunday schools and even regular church services .  These outstation churches 

have developed into flourishing churches . As soon as was poss ib le nationals were 

then placed in these churches , having been e lected by the congregations for the 

work of the pastor . The churches then were fu l ly set in order (pastor and board of 

deacons e l ected, constitution drawn up and adopted, etc . ) . As the number of 

c hurches inc reased , the pastors and representat ives from each churc h  met for a 

conference on form ing a national organization . As this group continued to grow, 

the national organization was then divided into districts with a national pastor as 

a presbyter of each district . As the work further mat ured the nationa l s  took a l l  

the adm inistrative posit ions and the m i ssionary was released to p lac e  c hurches in 

other areas . The m issionaries in most countries ho ld teaching posit ions in  the Bible 

schools . This indigenous method provided for even those pos itions to be fi l l ed by 

nationals as many of them have been . 

I n  brief, it was noted that the greatest growth occurred when the nationals,  

after being trained, began assum ing places of l eadershi p .  1 57 Th is being augmented 

by the organizing of a nationa l organization in each country . 

However, the c ha l lenge to evangel i ze the rema ining m i l l ions sti l l  bears 

1 57 Christ ian Carm ic hae l , " Pentecost in  Latin America , "  Pentecostal 
§�ngel , May 23, 1 965, pp . 1 9-20 . 



heavi l y  upon the hearts of the m iss ionaries and national workers . This cha l l enge 

they hope and expect to fu l fi l l  ut i l iz ing this method of the ind igenous program . 

62 



CHAPTER IV  

THE ASSEMBLI E S  OF GOD PH I LOSOPHY OF MI SSIONS 

I .  I NTRODUCT ION 

J i� was evident from the History of the Assembl ies of  God discussed in  

chapter two that the Assemb l i es of  God estab l ished a fore ign m i ss ions program 

immediate ly  after comp let ing the ir forma l  organi zation . Also noted that there 

were fore ign m i ssions pol ic ies estab l ished by the Assemb l i es of God i n  the United 

States of America . 

Object ive 

1 1 .  SUGGESTED POL ICY FOR MISS IONARY WORK 

Where converts are won to Christ , (and this shou ld be the primary 

ob jec tive of a l l  m issions) , assemb l ies shou ld be estab l ished. Al l other branches 

of m i n istry shou ld be subordi nated to this  m i n istry 0 1 58 

The Local Assemb ly 

The loca l  assembly is God's agency through which the Holy  Spi rit works 

i n  evange l iz ing the surroundi ng areas as we l l  as edi fying the be l i evers o The local 

1 58Melv in  Hodges, The I ndigenous Churc h  (Springfie ld ,  Mo . :  Gospe l 
Publ ishing House , 1 953) ,  pp .D5 .  
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assembly shou l d  be self-governed . I t  has the right to adm inister d i sc i pl ine to its 

members in accordance with the Bib l ical  pattern . Th is is done under the gu idance 

of the Holy  Spirit 1 recognizing Jesus Christ as its head . Where a paid  pastor 

cannot be had , the spir itual l eadershi p comes from the e lders and deacons who of 

course are sel f-supporting . I nstruct ion in the Word of God as wel l as in spir itual 

ministry should be g iven in the assemb ly .  Whi l e  each assembly i s  se l f-supporting 

from the beginning, where due to expensive property 1 it is imposs ib le for the new 

group to purchase the same,  outside he l p  can be initia l l y  g iven . l 59 

The Missionary 

This m ini stry i s  one of an ambassador for C hrist sent as God's representative 

to the people . Though the m issionary i s  an important person, he i s  to a lways be a 

servant . Thus as soon as the converts manifest g i fts of m inistry they should be 

encouraged to take over various facets of the work of the church . The m issionary 

is not a permanent fixture in any loca l  community . His vision takes h im constantly 

to the areas beyond not yet evange l ized . However , he w i l l  seek to make each 

assemb ly  a sel f-supporting and se l f-propagating . H is stay wi l l  be only as long as 

is needed; this is unt i l  a counc i l  is formed to take care of the assemb l i es .  As much 

as is possib l e ,  c hurch bu i l ding shou ld be done by the national s .  Hel p from the 

sending c hurch may be received for the bu i lding of m issionary residences, rest homes, 

and B ib le schoo l s . Al l programs are governed by the indigenous c hurch  princ iples 

1 59
1b id .  



set forth by the Genera l Counc i l  of the Assemb l i es of God . This way it is l ess 
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l ike ly  that a program wou ld  be set up that eventual ly cannot be taken over by the 

nationals . Practices of other m i ss ion soc ieties are considered a lso but are not 

accepted as guides . I f  the existi ng work i n  an area is not bu i l t  on indigenous 

princ i pl es ,  tact ,  patience ,  and wisdom are exerc ised in the change to i ndigenous 

princ i pl es so as not to disrupt the harmony of the work . 1 60 

The B ib le  School 

This aspect of the total m i nistry i s  necessary for advanced trai n i ng for 

those who have proved themse lves as havi ng a ca l l  from God for spec ia l  service . 

Here are observed ordi nary standards of native l ife so as not to a l i enate the students 

f h . I 1 6 1  rom t e1r own peop e .  

Day Schools  and the I ndigenous Church  

I n  areas where i l l i terate people l i ve i t  becomes necessary to  consider the 

need for day schools . The peop le  must read the B ib le  in  their own language and so 

must be taught to read . Where people cannot read, it is almost imposs ib le  to 

establ ish an i ndigenous c hurch . The new converts must immediate ly  have c lasses 

i n  readi ng provided so they can read their  Bib l e  trans lated into the native tongue . 

I n  suc h  area the pastors trained i n  the B ib le  schoo l s shoul d  be the spiritual and 

educational l eaders of the community . Thus i n  such  s ituations there is a place for 

1 60Jb id . ,  p . 136 . 

1 6 1 1 b id .  1 p .  1 37 . 



educational work i n  estab l ish ing the i ndigenous church . I nit ia l  financ ia l  hel p 

i n  bui ld ing educational bui ld ings can be obtai ned from American but as soon as 
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is poss ib le ,  the work shou ld  be carried on by the nationa l s . This way the nationals 

do not l earn to l ean on America . 

Hodges quotes from Ro land Al len's book, Miss ionary Methods: St . Pau l 's 

or Ours , concern ing day schools  and the m iss ionary, 

I f  he does the work for them , even though he may i nduce  them to 
subscribe, the work w i l l  be his work , not the irs ,  and the school wi l l  be 
his school , not the irs , and they w i l l  fee l  no responsib i l ity for its success 
or fai l ure . 1 62 

The loca l  congregation can and wi l l  manage the i r  own business when they desire 

to have the school . 

Schoo l s  taught by native Christ ian teachers who give essential l y  a native 

education are more l ikely  to have behind them the who le  w i l l  of the churc h .  

Hodges aga in  quot ing from Al l en's book, Education in  the Native Church ,  wri tes, 

But whether in  schoo l s  provided by the government or by themse l ves , 
or by the more i nforma l  teaching of i ndividua l by i ndividua l , education i n  
the church there certai n l y  must be . 1 63 

When education advances, suc h  schools  backed fu l l y  by the churc hes can estab l ish 

co l l eges . The ir years of experience  i n  the sma l l  sc hoo ls  provides them w ith the 

abi l ity to form the h igher educational i nst itutions . These schoo l s  of higher l earn ing 

may be necessary where the government does not provide them or the churc hes are 

1 621 b id . , p .  1 39 . 

1 63t b id .  
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not satisfied w ith the ones provided . Mr . Al len's observation is c ited by Hodges, 

What is needed is a christian education which is of the church ,  by the 
c hurch ,  for the c hurch,  a c hr istian education which depends in no sense 
upon the supply of men or money from a foreign country, but which l i ves 
in  the l ife of the native c hurc h .  1 64 

This type of an educational organization w i l l  grow with the growth of the c hurch .  

Whi l e  this process toward advanced education i s  s low, i t  i s  nevertheless strong . 

The church  must be i ndigenous . This is the New Testament pattern . Melvin 

Hodges, fie ld  secretary for lati n  America and West I nd ies ,  wrote an artic l e  in the 

" Pentecosta l Evangef! • entit led, " The I ndigenous Church  i n  Lati n America" . He 

states, 

The idea of developi ng in a foreign l and a c hurch  that must depend 
upon the m issionary for its fi nance and for its direction is not a New 
Testament concept . 1 65 

The colon ia l  s ituation of the l ast century has brought about the idea of a non-

i ndigenous c hurch . The m issionari es fe lt  that they must guide and finance the churc h .  

This inc l uded bu i ld ing projects ,  supporti ng nationals ,  and any other phase of the 

work . 

The B ib l ical  pattern is the indigenous princ ip le and makes the church the 

center of the work and not the m i ss ionary . The church thus g ives itse l f  more to 

evangel ism and c hurch growth and l ess to institutional programs . I n  that christianity 

is a un iversa l faith, it meets the needs of a l l  the peopl e .  Peop le of other cu ltures 

1 64Jbid. , p .  140 . 

165Melv in Hodges, The Pentecosta l Evange l ,  (Spri ngfie ld ,  Mo . :  
Gospel Pub l ish ing House, February 20, 1 966), p .  1 1 .  
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fee l  the effects of the work of the Holy Spirit in  the ir  l i ves and i n  the ir  communities 

j ust as much as do people i n  European and American cu l tures . 

Nationa l i sm and ·the disappearance of colonial ism has m ade it a lmost im­

poss ib le for a foreigner to occupy any offic ia l  position in  the national churc h .  The 

answer thus l ies in a native m in istry . Popul ation i nc reases make i t  imposs ib le to 

send enough m issionaries to take care of a l l  the c hurches and evange l ize the un­

evange l ized . The native m i n istry must be encouraged to take the i nit iative and 

preach the Gospel l ivi ng a l ife of fai th as does a m issionary . Capable national 

workers thus must be deve loped and they w i l l  carry on the work of God in  their own 

country . 

Greatest church growth has been where strong emphasis is p laced upon nationa l 

partic i pation . I t  is evident that the Holy  Spirit works along these l ines . I n  Brazi l  

there are no  towns o r  c i ties w ithout an Assemb l ies o f  God church, i n  fact most 

vi l l ages have at l east a group of bel ievers . This c hurch is strict ly a Braz i l ian 

churc h whose pastors are e ither supported by the loca l congregation or are self­

support ing . 

A m iss ionary having preached the Gospel i n  several towns of a g iven area 

has eventual ly several groups of bel ievers . Each group is taught the pri nc i pl es of 

doctrine and practice using the manua l , •rThe Standard of Doctri ne and Practice . "  

A church board i s  e l ected and a pastor chosen , and thus the l itt le group i s  organized . 

Each organ ized c hurch i s  respons ib le to open outstations and branch Sunday schools . 

Young people jo in ing i n  this effort are cha l lenged as they wi n new peopl e  to Christ . 

They may fee l  the cal l of God to fu l l -time m i nistry and go to B ib le  school for train i ng . 
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The Assemb l i es of God i n  Lat in  America  and the West I ndies has thirty-two 

B ib le  schools . Concerning the estab l ishment of the B ib le schools  Melv in Hodges 

writes , 

We attribute this to the l eadi ng of the Holy  Spirit . He knew what was 
com i ng .  He showed our m iss ionaries that to have l eadersh ip for the growing 
national churc h6 there must be tra in ing i n  the Word of God; the answer was 
B ib le  schoo l s .  1 6 

Fol low ing the organization of the loca l  c hurches i t  soon becomes imperative 

to form some k i nd of nationa l organization . Thus representatives from perhaps a 

dozen churches come together to i nit iate the organization of the c hurc h  on a 

nationa l sca le . At this t ime a doctrina l  statement is accepted, a constitution 

drawn up, and officers e l ected . I n  time as the new c hurches mu l t ip ly ,  the national 

church divides i nto districts with each d istrict havi ng its own presbyter . The mission-

ary serves as the superintendent in the beg inning but as the work deve lopes , nationals 

take over . This has been fol lowed through in  Mexico, Guatema la ,  E l  Sa lvador, 

N icaragua, Costa Rica ,  and the Dom in ican Repub l ic where a national is a superi n-

tendent . Mexico has a general superi ntendent besides three d istrict superi ntendents , 

a l l nationa l s  supported by pastors and c hurches . 

The m issionary thus i s  primari l y  a c hurch planter . Howewer even after the 

c hurch is estab l ished there i s  sti l l  much  for the m i ss ionary to do . This i nc l udes B ib le 

school teach ing ,  preparing and distributing l iterature , and i n it iating radio work . 

The areas where the Gospe l has not penetrated shou ld  be reached by the m i ssionary 

1 66tb id .  
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i n  cooperation with the national c hurc h .  I n  brief, the ind igenous c hurch  requires 

more dedication,  faith1 and activity from the m iss ionary t han any other k i nd of 

m issionary work . 

Wes ley R .  Hurst , Home Secretary, Foreign Missions Department, in  an 

artic le concerni ng the tra ini ng of national workers for the purpose of l ead ing the 

church in thei r  country, states, 

Let me g ive you some examples • • •  11Moses now i s  in B ib le  school and 
conducts evange l istic meetings between terms . God is usi ng this man . 
Large crowds accompany his m in i stry, and many have found Jesus11 • • • •  1 67 

Men with good government positions as Moses i n  the above paragraph fee l  the ca l l  

of God, tra in  i n  the B ib le school and experience phenomenal success i n  reaching ,  

w inning ,  and teach ing men and women about the Lord Jesus Christ . 

The B ib le  schoo l movement was not the result of some master plan of the 

foreign m i ss ions department, nor was it just an acc ident . As was stated i n  the 

chapter on the Ph i losophy of Assemb l i es of God M issions , earl ier in this paper, 

this program was c lear ly the work of the Holy  Spirit through the consecrated 

m i ss ionaries . The m iss ionaries urged to respond to so many ca l l s  for evangel ism , 

and not be ing able  to answer a l l  of the ca l l s ,  saw the need for tra in ing nationa ls .  

Thus on verandas, i n  I iv ing rooms, in  out-of-the-way p laces, and under pa lm 

trees , sma l l  groups of men and women met to study the Word of God . These nationals  

---- ------

167 
Wesl ey R.  Hurst, 1 1Th irteen Thousand Preac hers Ago11 , Pentecostal 

Evange l ,  (January 16 ,  1 966) 1  p .  1 0 . 
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had a c lear objective; that of w inn ing their own people to the Lord Jesus Christ .  

These sma l l  beginnings grew into regu lar sessions i n  permanent l ocations . After 

this i n  the late 1 930's and the 1 940's ,  missionaries met i n  sem i nars to discuss ways 

of im proving their  B ib le  schoo ls . 

Pol ic ies of Assemb l ies of God M issions have been considered as stated by 

primary sources . I n  the foregoing paragraphs a secondary source i s  quoted from and 

used . Donald Mc Gavran i n  his book, Churc h  Growth in Mexico, states, 

Pentecostals  have grown with a m inimum of m ission money and i n  
some cases none at a l l . They have l argely  avoided both the nat iona l ­
m iss ionary and tension and the i ntermi nab l e  discussion of nationa l ­
m issionary and c hurch m ission re l ationshi p  • • • 1 68 

Overcom ins ,Roadblocks 

I t  i s  not necessary to be bound to the "m iss ion tradit ion " . Whatever seems 

to be good to the Holy  Spirit can be done or acted upon by the m i ss ionary . This 

princ ip le  as revealed in the scr iptures l i es at the heart of the Pentecostal faith .  

No matter what the given s ituation requ i res , i f  the Holy  Spirit approves, i t  is 

perm iss ib l e . The Ho l y  Spirit thus has b lasted a way through five tremendous road-

b locks that have stood i n  the way of the C hrist ian m ission . 

The first roadblock . This is the tradit ion of g iv ing the younger churches 

long years of tute l age, support, a id ,  education, and guidance  by the m ission .  The 

1 68 
Donald McGavran,  Churc h  Growth i n  Mexico (Grand Rapids ,  Michigan: 

Wm . B .  Eerdmans Pub . Co . ), 1 963, p .  1 14 .  
-
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younger churches are to work in  obedience together w ith the o lder c hurches for 

decades . A planted church on a m i ssion field  is seldom real l y  l et go . Missionaries 

m ay decrease but the number of dol l ars i nc reases . 

The experience  of most Pentecostal denomination is i n  sharp contradi stinction . 

I t  i s  necessary to c ite an example of what is meant here . I n  a Pentecostal meet ing 

in  the United States in  1 9 1 6 ,  a Mexican l abourer was converted to Christ . When 

he returned to Mexico, he w itnessed to his friends and l ed many of them to dec ide 

for Christ . Whi l e  he fe lt  that as a l ayman he shou ld  not baptize them , he i nvited 

an American m i nister to come down and baptize them . This was done by the American 

m i n ister who after returni ng to the United States l eft the new church with scriptures , 

and the Holy Spirit in  true Apostol ic fashion . This was the beginn ing of what is now 

a strong denom i nation i n  Mexico . This denomination had no m i ss ionar ies and l itt le ,  

i f  any, financ ia l  ass istance from the United States . Now this denom ination and its 

s i ster deno:n ination i n  the United States joint ly support 20 Mexican m issionaries in 

other parts of Lat in Ameri ca .  Thus m ission tute lage and support neither occurred or 

continued due to this new departure from traditional m issions . This departure sure ly  

was under the direction of the Ho ly  Spiri t .  

The second roadb lock .  This has to do with i nstitutiona l ism . Large institutions 

are bui l t  a long with the pl anting of churches for a l l  ki nds of good reasons . Able 

m iss ionaries are attracted, many of whom become executives of m ission bocrds . 

They appear to be an essential part of the christian m ission and so a large part of 



money and men is d iverted to this work . Excel lent as the work i s , it has on ly a 
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s l ight comection w ith reconc i l i ng men to God . Of course, one must not m istake 

the above mentioned i nstitutions with those genuine ly  related to growing churches . 

Theo logical schoo l s  and col l eges where this is necessary for the education of the 

popu l ation are essential . McGavran, in h i s  book, Church Growth !!:!_ Mexic�, 

states concern ing this roadblock ,  

The Pentecostals  walked right through this roadolock without even 
see ing i t .  Their funct ion was to win  men to Christ and to plant c hurc hes, 
and this they did • • •  the i r  churc h  was for them hospita l , soc ia l  center, 
educational plant and sanctuary . 1 69 

The Pentecostals d id organ ize B ib le  tra in ing schoo l s .  Whether total neg lect of 

i nstitutions is the best pol i cy  for m issions to fol low is not the question at this point .  

The poi nt is that at l east i n  certai n  areas c hurches grow better when they center 

attenti on on the c hurc h .  McGavran writes concerning Peter Cartwright's formu l a  

for a Methodist preacher, 

• • •  i nstead of hunting up a co l lege or b ib l ical i nst itute • • •  with B ib le ,  
hymn book, and disc i pl ine a lways at  hand, and a text that never wore out, 
"behol d  the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world" . 1 70 

Agai n  this is not an argumentation against men cal l ed of God to preach ,  who hunt 

up a col l ege or Bib l ical institute, but rather to show what the priorit ies are for the 

Christ ian m ission . 

1 69M G . 1 1 6 c avran,  op .  �· , p .  • 

1 70Jb id . , p .  1 1 7 . 
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The third roadblock . Here the reference is to the practice of denational -

ization . I t  seemed so difficu l t  for m iss ionaries to plant churc hes without maki ng 

them the exact copy of thei r  c hurch  i n  the home land . The beautifu l  sanctuary and 

the orderly worshi p was the way the m i ss ionar ies fel t  the new churches were to be 

estab l i shed. Sem inaries were estab l ished where the standards of an Ama-ican sem i -

nary were maintai ned. For examp le ,  i f  Barth were studied i n  an American seminary, 

then Barth had to be studied in  the semi nary on the m ission fie ld . Thi s has been the 

pol icy of many l eadi ng denom inational mi ssions programs . Any deviation from this 

set pol icy was not considered . 

The Pentecostal denom inations did not have this roadblock to overcome . 

Each loca l  church was free 11 i n  the Spiri t1 1 to adopt any procedure it fe l t  was not 

contrary to the m ind of Christ . As these converts were men and women from the 

masses , they proceeded to do what the men and women from the masses l i ke to do . 

Be ing accustomed in  the Roman Catho l ic tradit ion to go up to the c hance l  to pray 

and to knee l i n  the i r  pews before l eaving the church,  they cont inued this practice . 

Bei ng accustomed to praying each his prayer in  a whisper i n  the great cathedral , 

they continued this practice out loud i n  thei r  ioyfu l  Pentecostal fel lowship .  This 

vol ume of prayer rushing up to God seemed good to them and there were no mission-

aries to tel l  them they were out of order and undignified . Pentecostal s  i n  latin 

America were i ndigenous by b i rth . Through the i r  sons, prayers, guitars , cymbals,  

etc . ,  they s im ply  transplanted Mexico i nto their c hurches . 



The fourth roadb lock . This refers to the se lf-support of the m inistry . 

Usua l l y  m ission boards paid evange l ists . As converts were won ,  the evange l ist 

became a pastor. Theoretical l y  the salary was to be shifted over on to the church 
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but it se ldom worked . Great pai n and some loss to the new c hurc h  wou ld  come when 

m i ss ion subsidy was cut off. Much of thi s has been due to " high ly trained m inisters . .. 

These men were of the upper c l ass and demanded upper c lass sa laries which would 

have to come fro.11 the c hristians of the masses . 

McGavran writes concern ing this roadblock ,  

The Pentecostal s  walked around this one . They early determ ined that 
their qua l ifications for the m in i stry were s pi ritual , not educational • • • •  
Pentecostals judged that man a p.-:tstor, appointed not by men ,  but by God . 1 71 

I n  quot ing Merle Davis who writes concerni ng this roadb lock whic h the Pente-

costa ls  of Brazi l  avo ided, McGavran writes , 

The Pentecostal churches have evolved a practical leadersh ip  and 
a simple message that a re su ited to the task of evange l iz ing Brazi I .  1 72 

Latin  Americans are eager to know i f  there is a power that can save them from s in,  

c leanse them and keep them from fal l i ng back i nto s in,  and he l p  them to know and 

fi nd God. The Latin  American pastors of the Assembl ies of God and other Pentecostal s  

preach this type of  a gospe l . This Gospe l is read i l y  recei ved because the pastors are 

men l i ke themselves; not separated by c lerica l ism . I n  that Pentecostals w i l l  emphasize 

t ith i ng, l arge churches pay the ir  pastors wel l .  The smal l c hurches pay much less but 

their pastor has a job e lsewhere which brings the added income . 

1 7 1M r:. • . 1 1 9 cuavran, op. �. , p .  • 

1 72
I bid . 
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The fifth roadbloc k .  Th is i s  the roadblock which has grown l arger with the 

passi ng of years; the one of the resistance of the c lasses . M issionar ies fe lt  that the 

best method of spreadi ng the true Gospel of Christ was to convert the upper c lass 

soc iety . This i n  turn wou l d  have a great effect on the masses who in  most cases 

are servants of the c l asses . Whi le the upper c l ass soc iety did not l ike the Roman 

c hurch ru le  i n  matters of pol it ics, they d id  not rea l l y  renounce the i r  c hurch or reform 

i t .  There were too many econom ic , soc ia l , and cu l tura l ties w i th thei r  c hurch for 

them to l eave it . Thus many m issionaries i n  try ing to estab l ish warm personal 

friendshi ps on the basis of christian service . This way the Gospel was not presented 

too aggress ive l y .  The masses thus were l arge ly neg lected . The masses be i ng s laves 

of the upper c lass , were even more resistant to the evange l ical message than were 

the upper c lasses . They be l ieved the priests im pl i c i t ly; this has been a way of l i fe 

for four hundred years . I n  obedience they wou l d  tear up B ib les, throw stones at 

evange l ica l s ,  and persecute bel i evers i n  other ways . Where ·the masses achieved 

economic freedom , the priest could not mani pu l ate, or the Hacendado drive them out 

of employment, house, or home . I n  sue h cases the masses became more responsive 

to the Gospe l ,  the vacuum (spiritua l ) of their l ives caused them to we lcome and 

accept Christ . Now they were a lso somewhat more free to do so . 

McGavran comments on how the Pentecostal s  overcame this roadblock,  

The Pentecostal s  marc hed to the prom ised l and and did not encounter 
the resi stant c lasses o We bel i eve the Holy Spirit l ed them by a better :fay • • • 
They worked among the on ly people they knew, the i r  own ki nsmen . 1 7 

1 73Ib id . , p .  1 23 .  
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I n  Lat in America the Pentecosta l churches began and continue to be the churches of 

the masses . To a large degree this is un intentional .  As these peopl e have gained 

some economic freedom , they did get good jobs at good wages , they prospered . 

More tithes flowed i nto the ir churc hes and thus they bu i l t  better bu i ld ings . These 

are beautifu l  and adequate and are paid for by the membersh ip i tse lf .  The converted 

people from the masses can present the Gospe l much  more effectively to their m iddle 

and upper c l ass neighbors than can the high ly tra ined North American usi ng al l kinds 

of 11 indirect evange l ism 11 •  

Considering another primary source for researc h on this subj ect ,  Irwin  Wine-

house , quotes Noel Perk i n ,  former Genera l  Secretary of Fore ign M issions of the 

Assemb l i es of God, 

We do not go to American ize the Peopl e ,  but to Christianize them 
and a l l ow them to conduct their work, m in istry, and worsh ip i n  a way that 
confo1111s to the ir  own interpretation of the scr iptures . 1 74 

The c hurches estab l ished on the m iss ion fie ld are not considered as i ntegral parts of 

the Americ an Assembl ies of God but as assoc iated groups with l i ke doctri nes and 

pri nc ip les of conduct ,  yet under thei r  own autonomy .  The Gospe l can be expressed 

through the mold of the different races .  The indigenous system has put the work of 

God on such sol id ground that, even if i ntense national i sm does curtai I American 

partic i pation, the churc hes continue to prosper.  

1 741rwin  Winehouse, The Assemb l i es of God (New York: Vantage Press , 
1 959) ,  p .  1 16 .  
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� Re�nt £=v�!;?_pment 

I n  addition to a l l  that has been stated concerning the pol ic ies and methods of 

Assembl ies of God m issionary work, there is another feature . This has been deve loped 

on ly quite recentl y .  Pastors and evangel i sts with outstanding m inistries have been 

asked to visit the fie lds . Great campa igns have been conducted i n  key c ities . 

Thousands of converts have been attracted to Jesus Christ because of the dynamic 

preaching and hea l ing m in istry of these men . After these cam paigns are over 

genera l l y  a churc h  is estab l i shed . This c hurch becomes the center from which other 

churches are estab l ished as we l l  as a B ib le schoo l where converts with a ca l l  of God 

to the m in istry can be trained i n  the Word of God . These then can take care of the 

new ly  formed churc hes . 

An Up-To-Date Examp le  - ·- _.......,_ 

I t  is profitab le  now to look at an examp le  of how the Assemb l i es of God church 

goes about in  estab l i sh ing a work i n  a fie ld  where there is none as of 1 966 . This 

c hurch is expected to be estab l ished in the beginning of 1 967 . David A .  Womack,  

foreign m i ssions editor, had an interview w ith some m iss ionaries goi ng to a new 

fie ld ,  Panama . 1 75 

The question may be asked as to what prompts the Assembl ies of God church 

to go i nto a new area of the worl d .  I n  the case o f  Panama,  the Assemb l i es of God 

rece ived a number of i nvitations to come to this fie l d .  With a flourish ing work i n  

1 75David A. Womack ,U Forward to Panama;1 The Pentecostal Evange l , 
( Springfie ld,  Mo . :  Fu l l  Gospel Pub . House) , August 2 1 ,  1 966. 
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Colombia on one side of Panama and another i n  Costa Rica  on the other s ide, it 

seemed the reasonabl e  thi ng for the m issionaries to do was to move i nto Panama . 

The m iss ionaries going i nto this fie ld are those who have been m i nistering in  Guyana 

and Costa Rica . These m issionaries see no reason why there shou ld not be a great 

move of God's Holy S pi ri t  to convert thousands of peop l e  to Chr ist i n  Panama also .  

The m i ssionari es i ntend to rent some k i nd of a hal l  to beg i n  w ith, o r  they may even 

start nightly services in their  l iv ing room . As converts come in  the m i ss ionaries 

i ntend to estab l ish a B ib le schoo l  where these workers can open other new c hurches . 

Strong emphasis i s  planned to be la id on branch Sunday schoo l s  which have been 

such a success in other countries of Lat in Americ a .  One m i ss ionary fam i l y  plans 

to m inister to the Eng l ish speaking popu l ation . They pan to beg i n  their work by 

preach ing on the radio  broadcasts . After they have begun broadcast ing ,  they wi l l  

p lan mass meet ing; . They i ntend to get together i n  B ib le  studies and prayer services 

with people who bel ieve as they bel ieve and are i nterested i n  what they are going 

to do . Fol lowing this t ime they w i l l  p lan to l aunc h  out into a crusade to reach as 

many E ng l ish-speaking peop le as they can . These m iss ionaries a l ready have been 

i nformed that there is no bui l di ng ava i l ab le  i n  the canal zone so they may have to 

bui l d  a churc h .  The m iss ionaries know that there are many barriers i n  enteri ng a 

fie ld  where no Assemb l i es of God church exi sts . They thus have asked their American 

friends in the United States to pray that God wou ld  hel p  them overcom e  those 

barriers . 



The writer interviewed several Assemb l ies of God m issionaries who have 

worked among the Lat in American peop le for a period of years . He asked them 

what they fe lt  were the reasons for the phenomenal growth of the Assemb l i es of 

God m issions work i n  those countries . 

I nterviews with Missionaries 

The fi rst i nterview was w ith a m issionary evange l ist to Centra l America, 

one who was born and raised on the m iss ion fie ld . He produced some possib le  
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answers to the q uestion . He bel ieved that the reasons for such phenomenal growth 

of the Assemb l ies of God i n  Lat in America was fi rst , the i ndigenous c hurch method, 

and second, the emphasis on the i nfi l l i ng of the Hol y Spirit as a subsequent exper­

ience to conversion . 1 76 He felt the indigenous c hurch  system demands the 

presenti ng of the message of Christ to the peopl e on their own level , speaki ng in  

their l anguage and usi ng the ir  terms . This he l ps and encourages the masses to feel 

that the message i s  for them , so they accept i t .  After accepting it they are readi ly 

ab le  to propagate i t  to the ir  fami l ies and friends . The emphasis on the work of the 

Hol y  Spir it  he fe l t ,  was very much  acceptab le  by and attractive to the Lati ns . 

The second interview was with a group of m issionaries to different countries 

of Lat in  America . They fe lt  that the c hief factor in  the phenomena l  growth of 

Latin America . They fe lt  that the ch ief factor i n  the phenomenal growth of Latin  

1 76
1 nterview w ith Rev .  E lmer Bueno, m issionary evangel ist to  Central 

America: F i rst Assemb ly  of God, Port land , Oregon ,  November, 1 966 . 
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American Assemb l i es of God was the emphasis on the i nfi l l i ng of the Ho ly  Spiri t . 1 77 

The th i rd interview was w ith a returned m issionary to Brazi l .  1 78 His views 

differed from previous views expressed . This m issionary fe l t  that the reasons for 

such phenomenal growth i n  Braz i l  (for example) were because of the soc io log ical 

prob lem ,  and the spiritual prob lem , as we l l  as the emphasis on the Holy  Spirit and 

the indigenous method . He stated that the masses (the ones who are com i ng to the 

Assemb l ies of God c hurches i n  the main) are i n  such abject poverty . Their c lose 

t ies with the estab l ished church have not suppl ied thei r  needs spiritua l l y  nor 

materia l ly . This has c reated a vacuum wh ich the Assemb l ies of God m i ssionary's 

message fi l l s .  He a l so noted that , by  way of contrast , the Mohammedans in  Africa 

are not be i ng converted to Christ as read i l y  as the Lati ns . Whi l e  their  soc iological 

problem was sim i l ar ,  they (the Mohammedans) differed in the ir  theo log ica l  back-

ground . The Lati ns in the Roman Catho l ic church have known about forgiveness of 

s ins inte l l ectua l l y  and have sought to be absol ved but have found no assurance of 

forg iveness . The Assemb I i es of God m issionary comes to sue h persons and states that 

a l l  are priests before God and that a l l can come direct ly to God through Christ's 

med iation and obtai n  absol ut ion d irectl y .  This attracts the Lat in because h e  is 

assured he can have the know ledge of s ins forg iven . The Lat in bel ieves the Bible 

1 77J nterview w ith Rev . Dave Godwin and Rev . Lowel l  Dowdy, m issionaries 
to Panama and Ecuador respective ly ,  First Assemb ly of God, Port land, Oregon , 
November, 1 966 . 

1 781 t . . h R E I . E . . . B " I  . . I n ervr ew w r t  ev . w r n  rwr n ,  m rss r onary to razr , r n  wrr ter s 
home , Mi lwauk ie ,  Oregon , December, 1 966 . 
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to be the inspired Word of God, however, t i l l  he is converted the chances are that 

he has not read it . He a l so bel ieves in  a l itera l heaven and a l i teral hel l (more 

properly l ake of fi re) as we l l  as i n  the m i racu lous v irg in  b i rth of Jesus Christ . 

These and other suc h B ib l ica l  truths serve as a wonderfu l background for the 

reception of the message for the Lati n that the Assemb l i es of God m iss ionary has 

to offer . The Mohammedans of Africa by contrast have no such background, and 

thus an Assemb l ies of God m issionary has to do much more ground work . The m iss ion­

ary a l so fe lt that another contribut ing factor in  growth was personal evange l ism .  

H i s  conc lusions were that the Assemb l ies of God person in  the United States does 

not do as much personal evangel ism as the Lat in American because his testimony is 

so often rejected or he fee ls  it w i l l  be . I n  Latin America the convert witnesses and 

h is  community bel ieves; i n  the United States a convert wi tnesses and he may have 

the door s lammed agai nst h im . 

SUMMARY 

I t  has been noted that the primary object ive of the Assemb l ies of  God 

m issions is to w in  converts to Christ . The loca l  churc h  to be sel f-support ing ,  sel f­

govern ing ,  and sel f-propagat ing .  The m issionary i s  considered as one sent to be a 

servant and not a permanent fixture anywhere . His duty is to immedia·re l y  train 

converts for leadershi p  of the c hurches estab l ished . The B ib le  school is to be 

estab l i shed as soon as possib le  for the tra in ing of converts . Day schoo ls are to be 

organized where there are none . The people of the c hurches shou ld be a l l owed to 
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a l low the Holy Spirit to work a l l their problems out in their own cu ltures but i n  

accordance with the Holy Scriptures . Thus, the guard against Americani zing is 

maintained . 

The i ndigenous method of the Assemb l ies of God and other Pentecostal s  

has overcome fi ve major roadb locks to m i ss ionary work . These are: ( 1 )  tute l age, 

support , a id,  and guidance by the m iss ion; (2) i nstitutiona l ism; (3) denational ization; 

(4) outside support of nationals; and (5) the resi stance of the c l asses . 

More recent ly an addit ional po l icy is fol lowed: that of c ity-wide 

evangel istic c rusades . These have been successfu l . As recent ly as the latter 

part of 1 966, m issionaries have begun work i n  Panama and are fol l owing this 

phi losophy.  
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C HAPTER V 

I .  SUMMARY 

I n  the late n ineteenth century many Protestant evangel ical  Chri stians 

in America were hungry for a posit ive, spiritual reviva l . The spiri tual l i fe of 

many of these churches was in a deplorab le  state . As a resu l t  of this hunger many 

groups of Christ ians sought the Lord i n  prayer for a spiritual reviva l . The Lord 

responded to the long ing ot their hearts and sent an unusual reviva l . Many in  

such groups received such an overwhelm ing spiritual experience i n  answer to their 

prayers that they spoke with other tongues as the S pir it of God gave them utterance .  

This new experience resulted i n  a gathering together of people of l ike experiences 

who formed i·hemse lves into new gro•Jps ca l l ed "Missions . "  They fe lt they should 

promote th is  teaching and (encourage born-agai n  be l ievers to seek th is  experience 

from the Lord God . They a l so attracted people who had no spi r itua l experience . 

These they first poi nted to Jesus C hr ist as the Saviour from thei r  s ins ,  and then 

admoni shed them to seek the Saviour to fi l l  them with the Holy Spir i t .  The proof 

of the infi l l i ng ,  they fe l t ,  was i n  the speaking i n  other tongues . 

By 1 9 1 4, there was a considerab le  number of such groups who test ified to 

the speaki ng i n  other tongues, after they had been fi I I  ed with the HoI y S pi ri t .  As 

a resu l t  in  that year representatives of a l l  such groups met at a convention to 

discuss the necessity of a forma l  organizat ion . At this convent ion the basic 

purposes of the organization were out l i ned . These were: ( 1 )  an understand ing 



85 

of what God would have them teach; (2) to l earn how to conserve the work 

accompl ished; (3) to meet the needs of the foreign fie ld; (4) the need of chartering 

churches; (5) the need of a B ib le  school and a l iterary department . The name 

adopted was, 1 1The Genera l  Counc i l  of the Assemb l ies of God11 • The church 

pol i ty was a m ixture of a presbyterian-congregational type; it has worked quite 

we l l .  

Two i ssues aris ing i n  the i nfant organization within two years of organizing 

were: ( 1 )  the question of the tri nity; (2) the question whether a l l  shou ld  speak 

with tongues . At a general counc i l  these issues were reso l ved in favour of the 

tri nitarian posit ion ,  and the necessity of speaking i n  tongues as evidence for the 

baptism with the Ho l y  S pir it . Whi l e  the Assemb l i es of God suffered the loss of a 

s izeable  portion of the group, they nevertheless continued to grow . 

From the very beg inning the Assembl ies of God i n  the United States engaged 

i n  m iss ionary activity both at home and abroad . Missionary activit ies outside 

conti nental U . S . A .  began i n  1 9 1 3  i n  Africa and i n  South American about 1 9 14.  

Autonomous churches and B ib le  schools enc irc le the g lobe as  a result of this 

m i ss ionary activity . B ib le  co l l eges have a lso been organized i n  the United States . 

The number of members and adherents has conti nua l l y  grown s ince  the beginning .  

Approximate ly one hundred years prior to the com i ng of Assembl i es of 

God m issiona ries to Lati n  America ,  much profitab l e  m iss ionary work had been 

accomp l ished by other Protestant denom inations . These m iss ions l aid  a good found­

ation for Evangel ica l  and Pentecostal Christianity . I n  some countries these older 
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m iss ions had a s izeab le  membership in spite of the fact that the state rei ig ion is 

Roman Catho l ic ism . Assemb l i es of God m ission work began at the turn of the 

twentieth century . Brazi I was the first country to receive the Pentecosta l 

m iss ionaries from Sweden i n  1 907 . Short ly  after 1 9 14 American m i ss ionaries 

became i nvo l ved and estab l ished Assemb l i es of God churc hes i n  other Lati n  

American countries . By 1 966 there was on ly one country which had no Assemb l ies 

of God churc h .  Almost s ince  the time of the independence o f  these countries 

from colonial  ru le ,  economic progress has been noted . The basic freedoms,  

guaranteed by the constitutions of these countries , gave impetus to  the ma sses 

to searc h for spiritual truth . The Assemb l ies of God c hurc hes accepted this 

c ha l l enge and presented the truth of the B ib le  to the Lati ns as they (the Assembl ies 

of God peop le) understood i t .  The Assemb l ies o f  God work i n  a g iven local ity 

genera l l y  began with the com i ng of a m issionary . As he gained converts by con­

duct ing gospe l services i n  his home,  a rented house, or a ha l l ,  he sought to secure 

a more pennanent place of worshi p .  Most genera l ly ,  the converts purchased or 

bui l t  the bu i ld ing themse lves . However, where this was not poss ib le ,  in it ia l  

he l p  for the work was g iven from the United States . The converts were taught to 

support the work of their l oca l  churc h  by payi ng tithes to the loca l  treasury . A 

B ib le  school was organ ized for the tra in ing of converts who fe lt the ca l l  of God for 

the m in istry . These students went out duri ng their tenn of tra in ing and wi th the 

assistance at the beg inn ing of a m issionary conducted Sunday schoo l s ,  and even 

regu lar  churc h services . These outstations deve loped i nto flourishi ng churches . 



As soon as possib le the nationals were placed as pastors of these c hurches . They 

were e l ected by their c ongregations . The churches then were fu l ly set in  order 

(pastor and board of deacons e lected, constitution drawn up and adopted, etc . ) .  

As the number of churches increased, the pastors and representatives from each 

church met for a conference on form ing a national organization . As this group 

grew, the national organization was then divided into districts w i th a national 

pastor as a presbyter of each d istrict . After further maturi ng of the work ,  the 

nationa l s  took a l l  the adm inistrative positions ,  and the m i ssionary was re leased 
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to plant c hurc hes i n  other areas . The m iss ionaries i n  most countries held  teachi ng 

posit ions i n  the B ib le schoo l s . This ind igenous method provided for even these 

posit ions to be fi l l ed by nationa l s .  The greatest growth occurred after the national s, 

bei ng trai ned, began assum i ng p laces of leadershi p .  This was augmented by  the 

organiz ing of a national organ ization i n  each country . 

The primary object ive of the Assembl ies of God m issions was to win converts 

to C hrist . However, each m ission c hurc h founded was to be se l f-govern ing ,  self­

supporting ,  and sel f-propagati ng .  The m iss ionary was considered as one sent to be 

a servant and not as a permanent fixture . H is duty was to tra in converts immediate ly 

for l eadersh i p  of the churc hes estab l ished . The B ib le  schoo l was to be estab l i shed 

as soon as poss ib le  for the tra in ing of converts . 'v'vhere there were no day schools, 

sc hools  were establ ished so that converts cou ld  l earn to read and thus read the 

B ibl e .  The c hurches did not 1 1  Americanizeu but a l l owed the Ho ly Spirit to work 

out the ir  probl ems with regards to disc i pl i ne and decorum in the ir  own cu l tures and 
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in accordance w ith the scr iptures . The ind igenous method hel ped e l im i nate five 

major roadb locks to m issionary work of o lder denom inationa l m issions . The road­

b locks were: ( 1 )  tutelage: that i s ,  a id,  support , rnd guidance by the m i ss ions, 

with no plan for a transfer of responsibi l i ty; (2) i nst itutiona l ism; (3} denational ization; 

(4) outs ide support of nationa l s; and (5) the res istance of the c lasses . City-wide 

evangel ism crusades , which  are of recent development, were successfu l i n  establ ish­

i ng churches in new areas . The most recent penetration of m iss ionary work into a 

country without an Assemb l ies of God church is that of Panama . Missio:1aries 

crossed i ts border i n  the l atter part of 1 966 . 

The reason for the unusual success of m iss ionary work of the Assemb lies of 

God in Lati n  America as expressed by some of the representative Assemb l i es of 

God miss ionaries are as fol lows: ( 1 )  the emphasi s  of the i nfi l l i ng with the Holy 

Spirit as a subsequent experi ence to sa l vation; (2} the indigenous c hurch system; 

and (3} the Roman Catho l ic theo logica l  background and the soc iologica l  and 

econom ic probl em . 

I I . CO NC LUS I O N  

Although recogniz ing the fact that the people of Lat in America had been 

i nte l l ectua l l y  indoctrinated with basic Christian theo logy ,  due to the work of the 

Roman Catho l ic church, i t  needs to be recognized that the majori ty of them had 

no personal experience of sal vation . Therefore the Assembl ies of God m i ss ionary 

had a theo logical  foundation on which to bui ld the superstructure of personal 
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Christian faith , based on a persona l  experience of sal vation in Christ . Having 

capital ized on this foundation, and winning many converts through a personal 

spi ritual experience,  he then put i nto practice the phi losophy of m iss ionary work 

outl i ned i n  this paper . 

I t  i s  therefore conc luded that the fol l owi ng factors contributed immeasure­

abl y  to the success of m iss ionary work i n  Lati n America: 

( 1 )  Immediate nat ional l eadershipr this means that nat ionals are placed 

as pastors as soon as possib l e .  

(2) I mmediate tra i n ing through Bib l e  schoo l s  and day schools;  these 

pastors are trai ned in B ib le  schools  in the knowledge of the B ib le  and C hrist ian 

theology as we l l  as practical work . 

(3) Adapti ng m iss ionary work to cu l tural environment w ithout sacri fic ing 

Bib l ical  Christ ianity; thus avoiding Americanization yet mainta in ing Christianity . 

(4) Al lowing congregations to e lect nationa l pastors; thus g ivi ng each 

loca l  c hurch  fu l l  autonomy .  

(5) The formation of a nationa l  organization; thus maki ng the Assemb l ies 

of God Churc h  the c hurch of that country rather than a branch of the American 

counterpart . 

(6) National l eadership contribut ing to the greatest growth, as opposed to 

the m iss ionary doi ng a l l  the work, thus mu lt ip ly ing the m i ss ionary's work many 

times over . 
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Furthermore1 i t  i s  the author' s  j udgment that the factors which were 

i ntegral to the success of m issionary work i n  Lat in America a re pri nc i p les which  

may we l l  be  emphasized and uti l i zed i n  any Protestant m i ss ionary enterprise1 

whether at home or abroad . 
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APPE N DIX B 

SUGGESTED POLICY FOR M I SS IO NARY WORK 179 

1 .  Objective . 

The winn ing of sou ls  to Christ and establ ishing of assemb l i es i n  a l l  p laces 
where converts are won, shou ld be regarded as the primary objective of a l l  
m i ss ions . A l l other branches of m in i stry shou ld b e  subord inated to this . 

2 .  The Loca l  Assemb ly . 

A .  We recogn ize the loca l  assemb ly  as God's agency through which the 
Holy Spirit works for the edification of be l i evers and the evangel i zation of the 
surround ing regions . 

B .  We recognize the local assembly as ent it led to se lf-government under 
Jesus Christ, its l iv ing Head, and as having the right to adm i ni ster d isc i p l i ne to 
i ts members in accordance with the scriptures and under the guidance of the 
Hol y Spirit . 

C .  The spiritual l eadership i n  the loca l  assemb ly  is not necessari ly a paid 
pastor, and where there is no pastor, l eadershi p  may be exerc ised by e lders and 
deacons who are self-support ing . 

D .  Every assemb ly shou ld be a tra i n ing center for instruction i n  the Word of 
God and i n  spiritual m inistry . 

E .  Every Assemb ly  estab l ished shou ld  be sel f-supporti ng from the beginning, 
a l though in some p laces where property is expensive and preaching p laces can be 
secured only at considerab le  expenditures , this princ i ple  may have to be modified 
for a time . 

3 .  The Missionary 

A .  The m ini stry of the m i ssionary is one of great importance, s ince he is 
an ambassador for Christ and i s  sent as God's representative to the people .  He 

1 79Melv in L .  Hodges,  The I ndigenous Church ,  (Spr ingfie ld,  Mo: Gospel 
Pub l ishi ng House, 1 953), pp-:1'"35-37 . 
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must remember that above a l l e lse he is a servant 1 and shou ld never consider that 
race  or contro l  of fi nances enti t le him to exerc ise lordsh ip over the assemb l ies . 
As soon as the national converts manifest gifts of m i ni stry they should be encouraged 
to take respons ib i l ity .  

B .  The m issionary shou ld  never consider that he i s  permanent in  any one p lace ,  
but ever have his eye o n  the regions beyond, seeking to make the assemb ly  in  each 
p lace  a se l f-supporti ng and se l f-propagati ng unit . He wi l l 1  of course 1 l ike the 
Apostle Pau l , find it necessary to exerc i se a spiritual overs ight over the new 
assemb l ies unt i l  they are fu l ly estab l ished, after which a Counci l  shou ld be formed 
by the loca l assemb l i es to supervise the i r  own work . 

C .  Great care shou ld be exerc ised i n  the purchase or erection of bui l dings . 
Wherever poss ib le  c hurch bu i ld ings should be erected by the nationa l s . M issionary 
residences,rest homes 1 and B ib le  schoo l s  may have to be financed from home 
sources . 

D .  Missionary pol icy and program for the deve lopment of the fie l d  sha l l be 
governed by the i ndigenous church princ i p les as set forth by the General Counc i l . 
No  c hurch  pro ject sha l l  be undertaken that eventua l l y  cannot be taken over, 
supported and managed by the national c hurc h .  Whi l e  precedence in the work 
and the practices of other m ission soc ieties shou ld  be carefu l l y  considered, these 
are not to be accepted as guides . However, when methods a l ready have been 
i ntroduced which are not i n  harmony w ith indigenous pri nc ip les ,  patience ,  wisdom , 
and tact are required i n  estab l ish ing a new po l icy  to provide disrupti ng the harmony 
and unity of the work . Suc h  changes may require years to work out . 

4 .  The B ib le School 

A .  The B ib le  school i s  necessary to g ive more advanced tra in ing to men and 
women who have proved themse lves i n  their loca l assemb l ies as having a ca l l from 
God for spec ia l  service . 

B .  I n  every B ib le  school the ordi nary standards of native l ife in that country 
should be observed i n  order not to a l ienate the students from their own peop le . 
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Honduras . Spri ngfie ld,  Mo . :  Gospe l Pub l ish i ng House, 1 962 . 7  

Jamaica .  Spri ngfie ld,  Mo . :  Gospe l Pub l i sh ing House, publ ished after 1 960 . 

Mexico . Springfie ld,  Mo . :  Gospel Pub l ishing House, publ ished after 1 966 . 

N icaragua . Spri ngfie ld,  Mo . :  Gospel Pub l ishing House, pub l i shed after 
1 960 . 

Paragual· Spri ngfie ld, Mo . :  Gospe l Publ ishing House, 1 963 . 
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